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SEASON'S GREETINGS 

"Three w i n t e r s cold h a v e from t h e fores t s h o o k t h r e e s u m m e r s pride-
Three b e a u t e o u s s p r i n g s to y e l l o w a u t u m n turned-
. . . .Three April p e r f u m e s in t h r e e hot J u n e s burned ." 

S h a k e s p e a r e ' s c a l e n d a r m a y n o t a l a s , h a v e b e e n ref lected in t h e cold and 
d a m p of t h e dying year , yet t h e a p p e a r a n c e of " A n n a g h " n o w in its third 
year , c a n bring h o p e and comfort to our area that t h e r e are still w o r t h w h i l e 
e v e n t s and t h o u g h t s to be recorded and pub l i shed . The Junior C h a m b e r 
h a v e s h o w n aga in in th is i s s u e and their s u c c e s s in t h e r e c e n t National 
Debat ing Final that t h e y d e s e r v e our e s t e e m a n d grat i tude for t h e w a y in 
w h i c h t h e y h a v e s e r v e d o u r c o m m u n i t y . A s I g r e e t t h e p e o p l e of Ba l lyhaun i s 
and t h e e n v i r o n s and w i s h t h e m the b l e s s i n g of t h e S o n of Mary, I trust that 
t h e N e w Year will p r o g r e s s from b e a u t e o u s Spring a n d s c e n t e d April to a 
g o l d e n and p r o s p e r o u s Harvest . Cuirtear s a n Earrach le g o mbainfear sa 

b f h o g h m a r ! 
Patrick O. C o s t e l l o . P .P . 

.^" S5 ?SÍ ?5S' íft' * Sft' . ^ ' : ^ Sft* : ^ . ^ ' ^ • .^" . ^ ' ?5í' Sft' ^ 

A Message From Junior Chamber 

On behalf of Junior Chamber we thank our patrons and readers for their 
generous support. It is our special wish that our emigrants will find pleasure in the 
gl impses of their town's past and pride in her present progress. 
Nollaig faoi shean 's faoi mhaise dhaoib. 

Siobhan O'Connor, President 1979/80 
Eddie Campbell, President 1980/81 
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Stepping Forward. 

For people who have lived in a number of 
seemingly similar towns in the West of 
Ireland it is a matter of constant interest 
that there should be such marked 
difference of outlook and attitude between 
one another. Each town has its own 
character, its own atmosphere, its own 
consciousness - an intangible thing which 
cannot be pinned down but which can be 
felt at all times. Each town has its own 
amusements, preoccupations and 
entertainments and these are, by and large, 
reflected in the nature of the voluntary 
organisations which are to be found there. 
It is hardly possible to over estimate the 

importance of such organisations. And it is 
undeniably true that the character of any 
town is moulded by the degree to which its 
people are involved in that town's affairs or, 
perhaps more importantly, feel themselves 
to be. The list of active organisations in 
Ballyhaunis is long and quite impressive 
but possibly because their number is 
disproportionately high in relation to its 
population it is sometimes said that many 
clubs and organisations are "run by one or 
two people". Excepting perhaps a few 
untypical instances, a little experience 
shows that this is not at all the case - but the 
persistence of the belief is such that it may 
act as a deterrent to those who wish to 
become actively involved in the 
organisations which reflect their interests. 
To counteract this largely unfounded 
though widespread belief it is essiential that 
the democratic nature of our organisations 

be amply demonstrated by their members; 
dwindling membership and slackening 
interest is the inevitable result of too close 
an identification between an organisation 
and an individual or a small group. It is 
obviously in the interests of everyone that 
an "open door" policy should prevail - and 
be seen to prevail - throughout our 
organisations. 
And it is now a particularly fruitful time to 

b e c o m e socially involved. M a n y 
organisations seem to be experiencing 
something of a golden age. Certainly there 
can have been few periods in the history of 
the town when so many far-reaching and 
ambitious schemes have been undertaken 
by people in voluntary organisations -
whose only reward will be the satisfaction 
of a job well done. As 1980 draws to a close 
Ballyhaunis is within sight of possessing 
the most modern Handball Court in the 
country; a Squash Court is in the course of 
construction and the long-awaited 

Children's Playground is now, at last, well 
within the realms of reality. A future 
generation, taking those facilities for 
granted, will little understand the effort 
required in providing them. But such, of 
course, is the nature of progress. 
And it is a sense of progress, shared by all 

through their involvement in community 
affairs, that establishes the kind of 
atmosphere in a town that acts as a source 
of inspiration for it's people and makes that 
town stand out among its neighbours. 

Editor 
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The 9 th Annual Junior C h a m b e r N e w Year's Ball 
b e g a n t h e n e w year and d e c a d e in f e s t ive s ty le for 
Ballyhaunis p e o p l e at the S c o u t D e n . At the Ball 
the Keane Trophy for Voluntary work w a s 
presented t o Mr. J o h n Higgins by Mr. E m m e t t 
Keane . The Dillon Trophy for C o m m e r c i a l 
Endeavour w a s presented t o Mr. S . M . Khalid 
General Manager of Halal Meat Packers Ltd., by 
Mr. J o h n Dillon. 

The winner of t h e 1 9 7 9 "Player of the Year" 
Award w a s Mr. Willie C o y n e , w a s presented wi th 
the Bertie Curley Perpetual Trophy at the 1 8 t h 
Annual Bal lyhaunis G.A.A. Club's Dinner. 

C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l pupil, N i c h o l a s D e v a n e y , 
w o n t h e 1 9 1 6 Memorial Prize annual ly g iven by 
the G.A.A. Club for t h e pupil w i th t h e h ighes t to ta l 
marks in t h e Intermediate Certi f icate Examinat ion . 

Very wel l a t t e n d e d lectures in Land Dra inage 
w e r e held w e e k l y in t h e Michael Davit t r o o m of t h e 
N.C.F. Mart C o m p l e x during January and February 

S t . Patricks Dramat ic S o c i e t y s t a g e d "The 
A b s e n t m i n d e d Br idegroom" by Larry E. J o h n s o n -
a three ac t c o m e d y in the Parochial Hall in mid 
Febraury. It w a s produced by Mr. Hugh R u d d e n . 

The pupils and staff of t h e C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l 
s t a g e d t h e musica l "Calamity J a n e " in the s c h o o l 
from February 2 1 s t t o February 2 4 t h . 
Each M o n d a y night during t h e Winter, 2 5 drive 
w e r e held in t h e S c o u t s D e n . 

The C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l Sen ior Footbal lers w o n 
t h e Flanagan C u p (Mayo C o l l e g e s Title) and w e n t 
on t o w i n t h e C o n n a c h t C o l l e g e s "B" Title by 
de fea t ing S t . Enda's C o l l e g e . G a l w a y before being 
narrowly d e f e a t e d in t h e All Ireland S e m i Final 
The Junior Footbal lers a l so w o n t h e M a y o C o l l e g e s 
Junior Title and t h e C o n n a c h t Title. 

Mr. J a c k G r e e n e represent ing Ballyhaunis 
G.A.A. Club w o n t h e M a y o Sen ior S c o r Reci tat ion 
tit le and represented M a y o in t h e C o n n a c h t S c o r 
Final. 

Cast lerea Musical S o c i e t y s t a g e d "Lilac T ime" 
w i t h Mrs. Frankie O'Malley a s leading lady. It w a s 
p r o d u c e d by Mr. A n t o O'Malley. 

On St . Patrick's t h e p e o p l e of Tooreen s t a g e d a 
very impress ive S t . Patrick's Parade. Mr. J o h n 
Burton T.D. Fine Gael S p o k e s m a n on Agriculture 
v is i ted Bal lyhaunis and s p e n t a day speaking t o 
farming interes ts in t h e area. 

For t h e third s u c c e s s i v e year "Val's Bar" w a s a 
National Hyg iene Award organised by t h e Irish 
Quality Control Organisat ion . 

In Mid-May t h e highl ight of the C o m m u n i t y 
Week w a s t h e Industrial Parade reflect ing t h e 
g r o w t h of Bal lyhaunis industrially, commerc ia l ly 
and recreationally. Many will r e m e m b e r May a l so 
for t h e beautiful s u n n y w e a t h e r . 

N o t s o , J u n e , July , and A u g u s t . They w e r e the 
m o s t miserable w e t m o n t h s for m a n y a year. S o m e 
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Winners of the Carrolls Pro-Am Tournament. 
(Left to Right:) Vincent Freyne, John Forde, Nick Faldo. John Dillon and Oliver Jordan. 



w e r e lucky w i t h hay and s i lage but o t h e r s s a w it rot 
into t h e ground a s never before . Efforts t o s a v e hay 
w e r e still be ing m a d e in September! ! ! 

In July t w e n t y three s t u d e n t s c a m e t o 
Ballyhaunis t o improve their English and s t a y e d for 
o n e m o n t h . The funerals of Garda Henry Byrne, 
and Garda J o h n Morley w h o w e r e s h o t dead near 
Loughglynn w e r e e s c o r t e d through t h e t o w n by 
m e m b e r s of Bal lyhaunis G.A.A. Club on their w a y 
t o Knock. 

In A u g u s t work c o m m e n c e d on t h e n e w handball 
Alley at t h e G.A.A. pitch. Miss S i o b h a n O'Connor 
w a s e l e c t e d " M a y o r e s s o f B a l l y h a u n i s " . 
Bal lyhaunis go l fers Vincent Freyne, J o h n Dillon 
and J o h n Forde c o m b i n e d w i t h gold pro. Nick 
Faldo t o win the first ever Carroll's Pro-Am. 
Tournament in Portmarnock. The non-playing 
Captain w a s Oliver Jordan. 

On A u g u s t 1 5 t h a h u g e c r o w d from Bal lyhaunis 
and district a t t e n d e d the Starland Ballroom t o pay 
tribute t o Dr. E. Waldron on his ret irement after 
four d e c a d e s of serv ice in the area. 

On A u g u s t 1 9 t h the death took p lace at S t . 
Mary's A b b e y of Rev. Fr. T. Hand O . S . A . Prior. The 
Abbey Pattern and S p o r t s proved o n c e again t o be 
a family o c c a s i o n . 

The b e s t ever S h o w and S a l e t o be held in the 
N.C.F. Mart in S e p t e m b e r s ; t h e s u p r e m e 
C h a m p i o n w a s w o n by Mr. Noe l Ki lgannon, Beltra. 
Co . S l igo . The out s tand ing price w a s obta ined by 
Mr. Eddie C u n n i n g h a m w h o g o t £ 9 4 0 . 0 0 for a 8 4 0 
kgs . bullock. 

A "Festival of Prayer" on the first anniversary of 
the visit of his Hol iness P o p e J o h n Paul 11 t o 
Ireland w a s held in St . Patricks Parish Church, 
Bal lyhaunis from S e p t e m b e r 2 8 t h t o O c t o b e r 5 t h 
1 9 8 0 . It inc luded a N o v e n a in honour of Our Lady 
and M a s s for Married Peop le at w h i c h Dr. V incent 
M o l o n e y Eastern Health Board s p o k e from t h e 
pulpit on t h e Christian Family; a mini-vigil featured 
a film on t h e "Way of the Cross" . The final day 
included a Folk M a s s presented by t h e R a t h m i n e s 
Folk Group w h i c h d r e w s p o n t a n e o u s a p p l a u s e from 
the c o n g r e g a t i o n . A Holy Prayer c o n c l u d e d t h e 
festival of Prayer. 

On the last w e e k e n d in S e p t e m b e r An T a o i s e a c h 
Mr. C. J . Haughey , T.D. vis i ted Ballyhaunis . While 
here, he vis i ted the C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l and Halal 
Meat Packers Ltd. 

In October the Ballyhaunis Junior C h a m b e r 
Debat ing Team w o n the National D e b a t i n g 
Compet i t ion w h e n they d e f e a t e d L e o p a r d s t o w n in 
Waterford. The t e a m w a s J o h n Di l lon-Leetch, 
(Captain)' Chris Pratt; J o h n M o o n e y and J o h n 
Higgins. 

Thirty - t w o n e w h o u s e s in Cherryfield w e r e 
c o m p l e t e d . Major work on t h e S c o u t s D e n w a s 
undertaken during the year. N e w h o u s e s c o n t i n u e d 
t o be built in t h e area. Nearly 1 . 0 0 0 children are 
at tending Ballyhaunis S c h o o l s . 

All in a year of expans ion i and g r o w t h in the area 
desp i t e the poor w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s during the s o 
called S u m m e r . S o , as w e look forward t o a brand 
n e w 1 9 8 1 let us say Go mbeirimid g o leir b e o ag an 
am s e o aris 

VISIT 
SEAN HANLEY'S 

Select Lounge Bar 
»*» 

Knox Street - Ballyhaunis 
*** 

ALSO 
HIGH CLASS VICTUALLER 

'We SELL and SERVICE 
any make of CAR' 

• • • 

Raleigh Cycle Dealer 

• • • 

B. T. LYNCH 
M A I N S T R E E T - B A L L Y H A U N I S 

T e l e p h o n e : 15. 
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PADDY WALDRON 
A B A L L Y H A U N I S G .A .A . TR IBUTE 

Mick O'Connel l (Western P e o p l e Staff Reporter) 
Writes a b o u t his friend and G.A.A. A s s o c i a t e 

" H e w a s o n e of t h e g r e a t e s t M a y o G.A .A . 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s e v e r * 

T h i s m i g h t s e e m a r a t h e r s w e e p i n g s t a t e m e n t 
h a v i n g r e g a r d to t h e g r e a t M a y o f i g u r e s of t h e pas t 
b u t w h e n a p p l i e d to t h e la te Paddy W a l d r o n of Knock 
Rd. , B a l l y h a u n i s , w h o p a s s e d to h i s e t e r n a l r e w a r d at 
t h e age of 51 y e a r s o n t h e 5 t h S e p t e m b e r 1 9 8 0 , it is 
j u s t a p l a i n s i m p l e s t a t e m e n t of f ac t . 

T h o s e o u t s i d e G .A .A . c o u l d n e v e r e v e n b e g i n t o 
c o m p r e h e n d h i s d e d i c a t i o n a n d c o m p l e t e 
i n v o l v e m e n t in G .A .A . a f f a i r s , w h i l e f e w w i t h i n t h e 
A s s o c i a t i o n i tse l f , w h i l e b e i n g a w a r e of h i s l oya l t y 
a n d w h o l e h e a r t e d c o m m i t t m e n t to t h e c o d e , n e v e r 
c o u l d rea l l y f a t h o m t h e d e p t h a n d i n t e n s i t y of h i s 
f e e l i n g fo r t h e N a t i o n a l g a m e s . 

Paddy W a l d r o n w a s of c o u r s e a m e m b e r of a f a m i l y 
w h i c h w a s s t e e p e d in Gae l i c t r a d i t i o n - he w a s t h e 
s o n of J a c k W a l d r o n a f o r m e r c a p t a i n of t h e M a y o 
S e n i o r Foo tba l l t e a m w h o p l a y e d in t h e A l l I r e l a n d 
F ina l in 1 9 1 6 a g a i n s t W e x f o r d - a n d it w a s l i t t l e 
w o n d e r t h e n t h a t s o m e of t h a t Gae l i c lo re to w h i c h he 
l i s t e n e d w i t h a v i d i n t e r e s t as a c h i l d w o u l d r u b of f o n 
h i m a n d l eave s u c h a n i nde l i b l e i m p r i n t o n h i s m i n d . 

B e i n g s o m e y e a r s y o u n g e r t h a n myse l f , he c o u l d 
h a r d l y be d e s c r i b e d as a c o n t e m p o r a r y of m i n e d u r i n g 
o u r s c h o o l g o i n g d a y s , b u t I h a d s u c h a l ong a n d c l ose 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h Paddy W a l d r o n ove r a s p a n of s o m e 
3 0 y e a r s t h a t d u r i n g o u r f r e q u e n t c o n v e r s a t i o n s 
m a n y t i t - b i t s of h i s f o o t b a l l i n g e x p l o i t s e v e n d u r i n g 

h is p e r i o d as a N a t i o n a l p u p i l o f t e n f i l t e r e d t h r o u g h . 

He s p e n t s o m e t i m e as a p u p i l i n C o o l n a f a r n a 
N a t i o n a l S c h o o l s o m e t h r e e m i l e s eas t of B a l l y h a u n i s 
w h e r e u n d e r t h e c o a c h i n g a n d s u p e r v i s i o n of t h e 
p r i n c i p a l t e a c h e r , t h e la te J i m m y D w y e r w h o w a s a 
f o r m e r M a y o S e n i o r Foo tba l l e r , h i s i n t e r e s t i n t h e 
g a m e a n d in t h e A s s o c i a t i o n b r o a d e n e d c o n s i d e r a b l y 
It w a s , h o w e v e r , as a s t u d e n t in St. J a r l a t h ' s Co l l ege , 
T u a m - d e s c r i b e d q u i t e r i g h t l y so o f t e n a n u r s e r y of 
G a e l i c f o o t b a l l in C o n n a u g h t t h a t t h e p h r a s e has n o w 
b e c o m e w e l l a n d t r u l y h a c k n e y e d - t h a t Paddy 
W a l d r o n , t o g e t h e r w i t h o t h e r s t u d e n t s f r o m m a n y 
pa r t s of t h e P r o v i n c e , w a s t a u g h t t h e f i n e r p o i n t s of 
t h e g a m e by t h e d e d i c a t e d p r i es t t r a i n e r s t o s u c h a n 
e x t e n t t h a t t e a m p e r f o r m a n c e s w e r e g e a r e d to 
a l m o s t c l i n i c a l p r e c i s i o n . 

It w a s in 1 9 4 8 t h a t I r ea l l y c a m e i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h 
Paddy W a l d r o n a n d t h i s w a s b r o u g h t by o u r m u t u a l 
i n t e r e s t in G .A .A . 

For s o m e t i m e b e f o r e t h a t Paddy w a s ac t i ve l y 
e n g a g e d in o r g a n i s i n g j u v e n i l e f o o t b a l l i n t h e a rea 
a n d w h e n it w a s p r o p o s e d to r e - e s t a b l i s h t h e 
B a l l y h a u n i s G .A .A . C l u b o n so l i d a n d s e c u r e 
f o u n d a t i o n s he w a s o n e of t h e m o s t e n t h u s i a s t i c 
s u p p o r t e r s of t h e u n d e r t a k i n g . 

It w a s d e c i d e d at t h e i n a u g u r a l m e e t i n g to app l y f o r 
m e m b e r s h i p of t h e East M a y o G.A .A . B o a r d b e c a u s e 
of t h e fac t t h a t i n c i d e n t s f o l l o w i n g a m a t c h in t h e 
S o u t h M a y o Foo tba l l C h a m p i o n s h i p in 1 9 4 6 s o u n d e d 
t h e d e a t h k n e l l i n G .A .A . in B a l l y h a u n i s fo r ove r 2 
y e a r s . 

The Late Paddy Waldron & his wife, Geraldine photographed wi th neighbour Tom Prenty on the day 
their son Niall was confirmed. 
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It w a s a f i r m l y h e l d v i e w at t h a t t i m e t h a t if t he 
n e w l y f o r m e d c l u b w a s to s u c c e e d it w a s d e s i r a b l e 
t o b reak a l l l i n ks w i t h t h e pas t a n d to e n d e a v o u r t o 
m a k e a n e w b reak t h r o u g h in a n e w d i r e c t i o n . 

It is w e l l I r e m e m b e r t h e S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n in 
J a n u a r y 1 9 4 9 t r a v e l l i n g t o S w i n f o r d w i t h t h e 
B a l l y h a u n i s d e l e g a t i o n - of w h i c h Paddy W a l d r o n 
w a s a m e m b e r - t o a t t e n d t h e East M a y o G.A .A . 
C o n v e n t i o n h e l d in M i s s Mar t i n ' s Ca fe in t h e M a i n St . , 
a n d b e i n g w a r m l y w e l c o m e d by t h e t h e n C h a i r m a n of 
t h e B o a r d t h e Rev. Fr. Fee ley w h o w a s la te r Pa r i sh 
Pr ies t of K i l l asse r , w h o s e r e g r e t t e d d e a t h o c c u r r e d 
o n l y r e c e n t l y . 

STERLING SERVICE 
F r o m t h e n o n Paddy W a l d r o n gave s t e r l i n g se rv i ce 

to t h e B a l l y h a u n i s G.A .A . as a p laye r a n d as a n 
a d m i n s t r a t o r ; t o t h e East M a y o G.A .A . B o a r d ; t o t h e 
M a y o G.A .A . B o a r d a n d in h is c a p a c i t y as M a y o 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o n t h e C e n t r a l C o u n c i l of t h e 
A s s o c i a t i o n , he s t u d i e d t h e l a b y r i n t h of d o c u m e n t a t ­
ion r e g a r d i n g po l i cy , m a n a g e m e n t , f i x t u r e s , g e n e r a l 
p u r p o s e s , e tc . m a s t e r e d t h e i n t r i c a c i e s of s a m e , 
c o n t r i b u t e d to d e b a t e s , a n d o n h i s r e t u r n w a s ab le to 
f u r n i s h f i r s t h a n d a c c o u n t s to t h e M a y o G.A .A . B o a r d 
of t h e o p e r a t i o n s of t h e A s s o c i a t i o n a t t h e h i g h e s t 
leve l . 

He s e r v e d as H o n . S e c r e t a r y of t h e B a l l y h a u n i s 
G.A .A . C l u b fo r s o m e y e a r s a n d w a s e l e c t e d 
C h a i r m a n in 1 9 5 6 w h i c h p o s i t i o n he h e l d u n t i l 1 9 7 3 . 
D u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d t h e n a m e B a l l y h a u n i s w a s 
i n s c r i b e d m o r e t h a n o n c e in t h e r e c o r d books . 

He w a s t h e C h a i r m a n of t h e M a y o M i n o r B o a r d in 
t h e ' s i x t i es a n d e a r l y ' s e v e n t i e s a n d it w a s in n o s m a l l 
m e a s u r e d u e to h i s r e s o l u t e l e a d e r s h i p a n d g u i d a n c e 
t h a t M a y o M i n o r Footba l l t e a m s t r u i m p h e d in A l l -
I r e l and f i n a l s in 1 9 6 6 a n d 1 9 7 1 . 

He w a s t h e i n s p i r a t i o n b e h i n d t h e f o r m a t i o n of t h e 
B a l l y h a u n i s H a n d b a l l C lub a f e w y e a r s ago , a n d in h i s 
capac i t y as c h a i r m a n of t h e c l u b , h i s w a s t h e g u i d i n g 
h a n d w h i c h p a v e d t h e w a y fo r t h e p r o g r e s s m a d e so 
fa r in t h e e r e c t i o n of t h e n e w B a l l - A l l e y . 

A LONG CHERISHED DREAM 
He w a s a f i r m be l i eve r in t h e d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e s s 

w i t h i n t h e G.A .A. a n d h i s o f t e n e x p r e s s e d c lea r c u t 
o p i n i o n s o n v a r i o u s m a t t e r s h a d t h e e f f ec t of s t e e r i n g 
a C o n v e n t i o n or G .A .A. B o a r d t o w a r d s m a k i n g r i g h t 
d e c i s i o n s r e g a r d i n g t h e m a n y f u n d a m e n t a l i s s u e s 
w i t h i n t h e A s s o c i a t i o n . 

His l ong c h e r i s h e d a m b i t i o n w a s fo r t h e 
B a l l y h a u n i s G .A .A . C lub to a c q u i r e i ts o w n p l a y i n g 
g r o u n d u n d e r h i s c h a i r m a n s h i p a n d he w o r k e d l o n g 
a n d a r d o u s l y w i t h t h a t e n d in v i e w . H i s f o n d e s t d r e a m 
w a s rea l i sed in t h e ' 6 0 s w h e n t h e g r o u n d w a s 
p u r c h a s e d a n d in la ter y e a r s s o m e of h is p r o u d e s t 
m o m e n t s w e r e w h e n s h o w i n g G .A .A . d i g n i t a r i e s t h e 
e x t e n t of t h e d e v e l o p m e n t w o r k w h i c h h a d b e e n 
c a r r i e d ou t . It w a s a lso a p r o u d d a y fo r h i m w h e n 
M a y o p layed A n t r i m t h e r e in 1 9 7 6 in t h e N a t i o n a l 
Footba l l L e a g u e w h i c h w a s t h e f i r s t m a j o r G .A .A . 
f i x t u r e at t h e n e w p i t c h . 

He w a s o u t s p o k e n a n d f e a r l e s s in t h e 
e x p r e s s i o n of h i s o p i n i o n s , b u t h i s g r e a t e s t a t t r i b u t e 
w a s h is g e n e r o u s f o r g i v i n g n a t u r e , as he w a s 
i ncapab le of b e a r i n g a g r u d g e a g a i n s t a n y o n e . 

It w a s t h i s lack of e n m i t y t o g e t h e r w i t h h i s 
w i l l i n g n e s s t o f o r g i v e a n d f o r g e t w h i c h c o n t r i b u t e d 
so m u c h to h i s u n d o u b t e d p o p u l a r i t y . 

ESSENTIALLY A CLUB M A N 
W h i l e Paddy W a l d r o n a t t a i n e d h i g h o f f i ce in t h e 

A s s o c i a t i o n a n d w a s at t h e t i m e of h is d e a t h Pub l ic 
R e l a t i o n s O f f i c e r f o r t h e M a y o G.A .A . B o a r d , he w a s 
e s s e n t i a l l y a c l u b m a n a n d t h i s w a s c lea r l y 
d e m o n s t r a t e d e a r l i e r t h i s year w h e n he a n d I w e r e 
c h o s e n as s p o k e s m a n fo r t h e c l u b o n a n i m p o r t a n t 
m a t t e r w h i c h c a m e b e f o r e t h e East M a y o G.A .A . 
B o a r d . Paddy W a l d r o n , o n t h i s , h i s last pub l i c 
a p p e a r a n c e in a B o a r d r o o m e x c e l l e d h i m s e l f as he 
u s e d a l l t h e sk i l l i n d e b a t e a c q u i r e d over t h e yea rs o n 
b e h a l f of t h e c l u b he l oved so w e l l a n d t h e fac t t h a t he 
w a s e n t i r e l y s u c c e s s f u l is i n d e e d a h a p p y no te o n 
w h i c h to b r i n g t h i s i n a d e q u a t e t r i b u t e t o a g rea t 
G .A .A . p e r s o n a l i t y t o a c l ose . 

T h e ba l l has b e e n t h r o w n in f o r t h e last t i m e , a n d 
fo r Paddy W a l d r o n t h e f i n a l w h i s t l e has b e e n 
s o u n d e d , b u t t h e i m p r i n t he le f t o n t h e G .A .A . in 
g e n e r a l a n d o n t h e B a l l y h a u n i s G .A .A . C l u b in 
p a r t i c u l a r w i l l n e v e r be e r a s e d . 

H is m e m o r y w i l l e n d u r e w i t h i n t h e a n n a l s of t h e 
G a e l i c A t h l e t i c A s s o c i a t i o n to w h i c h h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n 
over a l ong s p a n of y e a r s r e a c h m a g n i f i c e n t p ropo r ­
t i o n s . 

D e e p e s t s y m p a t h y t o h i s w i d o w , s o n s , d a u g h t e r , 
b r o t h e r a n d s is te r a n d to a l l t h e o t h e r r e l a t i ves . 

G o n d e a n a i d h Dia t r o c a i r e ar a a n a m . 

KEANE 
KITCHENS 
LIMITED 

See our Oak and De-Luxe 
Plastic Range at our Showrooms 

Te lephones . 38 & 251 
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Haze lh i l l F a r m 
Eggs 

T e l e p h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 6 8 

• • • 

Propr ie tor : Val B y r n e 

Rattigan's Bar 

K n o x S t r e e t - B a l l y h a u n i s 
• • • 

"Where a good drink 
is always served" 

• ••it-

T e l e p h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 1 5 7 

VAL'S LOUNGE 

M a i n S t r e e t - B a l l y h a u n i s 

T e l e p h o n e : 68 

* • * 

Bar Food Specialists 

Food Served up to 10 p.m. 

(Sundays to 9 p. m.) 

KING'S 
ENGINEERING 
WORKS K N O C K R O A D 

• • • 

Large selection of 
USED CARS, VANS and TRACTORS 

After Sales Service & Repairs 

• 

First class engine bulding and body repairs 
P e t r o l Se rv ice f rom 9 a .m. to 10 p . m . daily 

I f i n t r o u b l e c a l l 

K I N G S at B A L L Y H A U N I S 103 

Page 6 



The Lost Leader 
By Father Colm Kilcoyne 

I'm firmly c o n v i n c e d that the w r o n g p e o p l e are 
running this country . Not just in pol i t ics but in 
industry, sport and the church . I've c o m e a c r o s s a 
f e w characters w h o are out and out g e n i u s e s and 
w h o w o u l d g e t this country back on its f ee t in no 
t ime . Unfortunately , they u s e their m i g h t y ta l en t s 
in a very quiet , humble kind of w a y s o that very f e w 
g e t to k n o w abou t t h e m . They are e spec ia l ly 
anx ious that the guards w o u l d n ' t hear a b o u t t h e m . 

Let m e te l l y o u a b o u t o n e of t h e m or it m a y be t w o of 
t h e m , I j u s t d o n ' t k n o w . Y o u see t h i s o n e is so b r i l l i a n t 
that I don't know whether there is one or two of h i m l 

I m e t h i m w h e n I w a s w o r k i n g up in D u b l i n . 
N o r m a l l y , I c a n s m e l l a t o u c h a m i l e off b u t t h i s t i m e 
K i l c o y n e w a s t a k e n i n . He looked a n d s o u n d e d 
g e n u i n e . To ld m e he w a s up f r o m t h e c o u n t r y l ike 
myse l f . No h o m e , no j ob , no m o n e y . H o m e s i c k fo r 
T i ppe ra r y w h e r e t h e l i v ing w a s c l e a n a n d s i m p l e . A 
c o u n t r y m a n l ike myse l f , G o d b less y o u Fa the r , b u t he 
w a s s u r e I'd k n o w w h a t it w a s to be h o m e s i c k . 
N o r m a l l y he w o u l d n ' t d r e a m of b e g g i n g b u t if o n l y he 
c o u l d pu t t h e f a r e t o g e t h e r 
The w h o l e c u t of t h e m a n f o o l e d m e . He s p o k e a n d 
ac ted l ike a s i m p l e t o n . So he lp m e , I gave h i m f 2. He 
lef t s h o w e r i n g G o d ' s b l e s s i n g ' s o n m e . 

Ac t 2. A p h o n e ca l l . A c u l t u r e d vo i ce t e l l i n g m e t h a t 
I h a d b e e n a ve r y good C h r i s t i a n to t h a t poor m a n 
ear l i e r . M y c u l t u r e d f r i e n d at t h e o t h e r e n d of t h e 
p h o n e t h e n w e n t i n t o p h a s e t w o of t h e o p e r a t i o n . He 
too had a v is i t f r o m m y c o u n t r y f r i e n d . Has t a k e n p i t y 
o n h i m , h a d r u n g up h is c o n t a c t a n d f i x e d up a n i g h t 
w a t c h m a n j o b fo r h i m o u t i n S h a n k h i l l . 

T h e r e w a s j u s t o n e s m a l l m a t t e r a n d he w a s 
e m b a r r a s s e d to e v e n b r i n g it up , s e e i n g t h a t I h a d 
been so g e n e r o u s ea r l i e r . M y f r i e n d o n t h e p h o n e h a d 
e v e n g o n e so far as t o a r r a n g e d igs fo r t h e n e w 
n i g h t w a t c h m a n b u t t h e s n a g w a s t h a t t h e l a n d l a d y 
needed an advance of a w e e k ' s rent. And would I 
c red i t but the c u l t u r e d one hadn't any spare notes on 
him and his p r i v a t e s e c r e t a r y had g o n e out to get her 
ha i r done (it w a s Friday evening) and t h e banks w e r e 
closed and would I ever be a dear....? Of course , I have 
t h e money by cheque first thing Monday morning. 
Dashed e m b a r a s s i n g and a l l that b u t he knew I'd 
u n d e r s t a n d . 

A f t e r t h e r e a r i n g my m o t h e r gave m e , I s t i l l h e a r d 
myse l f say ing t h a t he s h o u l d s e n d m y f e l l o w c o u n t r y 
m a n a l o n g a n d I'd see h i m r i gh t . He c a m e , in m i n u t e s . 
I gave h i m t h e m o n e y a n d he lef t k i s s i n g m y s h o e s 
a n d a s k i n g God to g ive m e a l l t h e g r a c e s a d e c e n t a n d 
k ind m a n l ike m e d e s e r v e d . 

I t h o u g h t no m o r e a b o u t it u n t i l I w a s c o m i n g h o m e 
o n S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g . O u t s i d e L u c a n I s a w t h i s g u y 
t h u m b i n g . N o r m a l l y if I 'm in t h e m o o d I p u l l up a n d 
g ive a l i f t . Th i s m o r n i n g I w a s n ' t so I j u s t t ook a s w i f t 

look at t h e t h u m b e r . T h e n I d i d a d o u b l e take . It w a s 
m y T i p p e r a r y m a n . T h e h o m e s i c k c o u n t r y boy. Except 
he w a s no c o u n t r y boy . A f l a s h y su i t . Hai r c o m b e d to 
p e r f e c t i o n - y e s t e r d a y he w a s in rags a n d h a d a h e a d 
l i ke a h e d g e h o g . I n s t e a d of t h e s t u p i d look o n h is face 
t h i s m o r n i n g he h a d a c o l d look of a m a n w h o k n e w 
h is w a y a b o u t . R ings d a n c e d o n h is f i n g e r s . 

W h y d i d n ' t I s top a n d c h a l l e n g e h i m ? I'll never 
k n o w excep t t h a t no o n e l i kes to have it p r o v e d to h i m 
t h a t he w a s t a k e n fo r a r ide a n d I k n e w w i t h o u t 
s t o p p i n g . I sa id a f e w s i l e n t p r a y e r s t h a t G o d w o u l d 
g i v e h i m a l o n g a n d h a p p y l i f e , t h a t h e ' d n e v e r be 
v i s i t e d by a o u t b r e a k of bo i l s a n d t h a t h e ' d d ie a 
s e r e n e d e a t h w i t h a s m i l e o n h i s f a c e . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g M o n d a y I c h e c k e d o u t t h e s to ry w i t h 
a G u a r d . He gave m e t h a t look y o u g i ve c h i l d r e n w h o 
s t i l l b e l i e v e in S a n t a . So I'd b e e n t a k e n in by t h e G r e a t 
H o u d i n i . No , I sa id by t h e T w o G r e a t H o u d i n i s . M y 
G u a r d g e n t l y c o r r e c t e d m e . It w a s t h e G r e a t H o u d i n i . 
T h e r e w a s o n l y o n e of t h e m . T h e g a w k l y s l i n g e r w a s 
o n e a n d t h e s a m e m a n as t h e w e l l b r e d vo i ce o n t h e 
p h o n e . T h e ve ry , e x a c t s a m e . 

M y p o i n t is t h i s . S h o u l d a g e n i u s l ike t h a t be 
r e d u c e d to w a n d e r i n g t h e roads c a d g i n g a n o d d 
p o u n d f r o m t h e o c c a s i o n a l s i m p l e - m i n d e d pr ies t? 
S h o u l d n ' t he be in B r u s s e l s or s o m e w h e r e ? Its 
a t e r r i b l e w a s t e of t a l e n t . W h a t s e v e n m o r e 
a g g r a v a t i n g , I bet y o u k n o w a f e w m o r e l ike h i m . If 
o n l y t h e y w e r e n ' t so h u m b l e a n d s h y a b o u t c o m i n g 
f o r w a r d a n d g i v i n g us t h e i r n a m e s 

NEW YEAR'S EVE BALL 
H o t M e a l 

M u s i c b y B r o s e W a l s h 

SCOUT'S DEN 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Al-Anon Meetings 

S u n d a y N i g h t s - 9 p . m . 

O l d S e c o n d a r y S c h o o l , C o n v e n t o f M e r c y 
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Munro's Bazaar New Style Men's Wear 
A Winner All Around 

"Neman's 
Man's S h o p 

Trends in Casual and Formal look 
3 Main Street, Ballyhaunis P h o n e : 1 9 3 

Main Street, Castlerea, P h o n e : 1 7 6 

J . P. Freyne 
& S o n s Ltd . , 

Clare St - Ballyhaunis 
*** 

For all your A uto repairs & 
Electronic Tuning 

- f. *j---fc~-̂ '''--mw---fcXL "1M?1É? "tM""%" fj" >a" #• tj" tj~ *• É ' > ' É ' 4 E i i a ' E 

Main Street - Ballyhaunis 
T e l e p h o n e : (093 )23199 

* * * 

For your Toys... 
See our Walk-Around Store 

Aladdin's Cave 
Also Newsagency, Paperbacks, 

Stationery, Gifts, Jewellry & 
Silverware 

*** 

Agent for Hallmark and Rustcraft 
Greetings Cards 

C U N N I N G H A M ' S 
C E N T R A 

F O O D M A R K E T 
*»# 

FOR 

OFF LICENCE 
PROVISIONS 

*** 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 162 
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COMMUNITY W E E K 
Rita Lundon looks back on one of Junior Chamber's 
most successful projects 

A t a g e n e r a l m e e t i n g i n J a n u a r y 1 9 8 0 J u n i o r 
C h a m b e r , B a l l y h a u n i s d e c i d e d t o h o l d a 
C o m m u n i t y w e e k - a w e e k t o i n t e r e s t e v e r y m a n . 
w o m a n a n d c h i l d i n C o m m u n i t y a c t i v i t i e s . 

F o l l o w i n g d i s c u s s i o n s it w a s d e c i d e d to c e n t r e t h e 
w e e k a r o u n d M a y 1 4 t h . as t h i s w a s t h e d a t e o n w h i c h 
t h e H o r s e Fair w a s he ld in B a l l y h a u n i s s o m e y e a r s 
ago . T h u r s d a y , M a y 1 4 t h w a s no t a s u i t a b l e d a y o n 
w h i c h t o h o l d t h e C o m m u n i t y w e e k ' s m a i n e v e n t t h e 
t o w n ' s A g r i c u l t u r a l , C o m m e r c i a l a n d I n d u s t r i a l 
Parade . T h i s w a s h e l d o n M a y 1 8 t h . D e t a i l s of t h e 
C o m m u n i t y W e e k w e r e m a d e Pub l i c by t h e P r e s i d e n t 
of t h e J u n i o r C h a m b e r , M i s s S i o b h a n O ' C o n n o r , in 
t h e C e n t r a l H o t e l o n T u e s d a y M a y 7 t h . 

O n S u n d a y , 1 1 t h M a y t h e S u p e r s t a r s C o m p e t i t i o n 
w a s h e l d in t h e C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l T h e t o w n f o u n d 
i ts o w n v e r s i o n of B r i a n B u d d , t h e C a n a d i a n g i a n t 
w h o w o n t h e W o r l d S u p e r s t a r s C o m p e t i t i o n w h e n 
J e r e m y Dee w o n t h e B a l l y h a u n i s S u p e r s t a r s . It w a s a 
t r e m e n d o u s l y e x c i t i n g e v e n t . T w o r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
f r o m e a c h of s p o r t i n g c l ubs in t h e l oca l i t y c o m p e t e d . 
T h e C o m p e t i t i o n r e a c h e d a m a g n i f i c e n t c l i m a x a s t h e 
c o m p e t i t o r s s t r e t c h e d t h e m s e l v e s to t h e l i m i t bu t 
J e r e m y n a r r o w l y d e f e a t e d T o n y M o r l e y a n d S e a m u s 
M c G i n g to w i n t h e t i t l e B a l l y h a u n i s S u p e r s t a r . T h i s 
w a s s p o n s o r e d by B l u e b e l l I r e l a n d L td . , a n d i n c l u d e d 
1 0 0 m e t r e s , 8 0 0 m e t r e s , o b s t a c l e race , s h o t pu t t , 
b a s k e t b a l l , h i g h a n d long j u m p . T h e C o m p e t i t i o n w a s 

o r g a n i s e d by M a t t O ' D w y e r , C h r i s Pra t t , B r i a n 
M u n r o , M i c h a e l C u r l e y a n d J o e R y a n . 

O n W e d n e s d a y , M a y 1 4 t h at a d a n c e in t h e S c o u t s 
D e n , M i s s A i n e W h e l a n w a s c h o s e n as " M i s s 
C o m m u n i t y W e e k " a n d M r . T o m m y H o p k i n s w a s 
c h o s e n as " B a t c h e l o r of t h e W e e k " . T h i s w a s 
s p o n s o r e d by B l u e b e l l I r e l a n d . T h e r e w a s a lso a 
w a l t z i n g c o m p e t i t i o n , a j i v i n g c o m p e t i t i o n a n d 
b a l l o o n b l o w i n g c o m p e t i t i o n . M r . & M r s . Pat K e n n y 
gave a w o n d e r f u l d i s p l a y of o l d t i m e w a l t z i n g , w h i l e 
M r s . P. C u n n i n g h a m a n d M r . B i l l y N e s t o r set a n e w 
s t a n d a r d of j i v i n g a n d M r . A u s t i n H e n r y a n d M r . J o h n 
H o b a n p r o v e d t o be t h e bes t b l o w e r s w h e n t h e y w o n 
t h e b a l l o o n b l o w i n g c o m p e t i t i o n . T h e s e w e r e 
s p o n s o r e d by J a c k O ' C o n n o r . T h i s d a n c e w a s 
o r g a n i s e d by Ne l l R o c h f o r d , M a r y H i g g i n s , A n n 
O ' D w y e r a n d J o e Hos ty . 

O n T h u r s d a y , M a y 1 5 t h t h e r e w a s a B i cyc le 
T r e a s u r e H u n t . It c o v e r e d a r a d i u s of 1 0 m i l e s a n d 
t h e r e w a s t h r e e c a t e g o r i e s : 1 2 - 1 5 yea r o lds ; 1 5 - 1 8 
yea r o l d s a n d 1 8 p lus . H e r e a g a i n M i s s C o m m u n i t y 
W e e k s h o n e bu t s h e w a s p i p p e d at t h e pos t by M i s s 
E i l e e n M u n r o e . T h i s w a s s p o n s o r e d by t h e " W e s t e r n 
P e o p l e " a n d o r g a n i s e d by T o n y F l y n n , J o h n H i g g i n s 
a n d J o h n M o o n e y . La te r t h a t e v e n i n g t h e r e w a s a 
" S p o r t s For A l l " i n t h e C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l . T h i s w a s 
s p o n s o r e d by B l u e b e l l I r e l a n d . O n Fr iday , M a y 1 6 t h 
t h e r e w a s a pape r c h a s e w h i c h c o v e r e d a r a d i u s of 2 
m i s . - a n d w a s s p o n s o r e d by " W e s t e r n J o u r n a l " . T h i s 
w a s o r g a n i s e d by B e r n a r d F reyne . A d i s c o w a s he ld 
t h a t n i g h t i n t h e S c o u t s D e n . 

The Tidy Towns' entry in the Community Week Parade. John Higgins is driving the tractor. Page 9 



T o w a r d s a T id i e r T o w n ' w „ „ t h e m e fo r S a t u r d a y 
M a y 1 7 t h . T h e y o u n g peop le of t h e t o w n b e g a n t h e i r 
A n n u a l C a m p a i g n to keep B a l l y h a u n i s t i dy a n d w e a l l 
k n o w n o w t h i s has pa id of f b e c a u s e t h i s yea r t h e 
B a l l y h a u n i s m a r k of 1 0 4 w a s t h e h i g h e s t eve r 
r e c e i v e d . T h i s w a s o r g a n i s e d bv J o h n H i g g i n s . 

O n S u n d a y , M a y 1 8 t h . - O n e of t h e f i n e s t d a y s of 
t h e S u m m e r - t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l , I n d u s t r i a l a n d 
C o m m e r c i a l l i fe of t h e a rea w a s r e f l e c t e d in a h u g e 
p a r a d e t h r o u g h t h e t o w n . T h e t o w n , d e c o r a t e d by 
b u n t i n g w h i c h w a s s p o n s o r e d by Ha la l M e a t Packe rs , 
w a s d o t t e d by p e o p l e eager t o e n j o y t h e f e s t i v e 
a t m o s p h e r e a n d e x c i t e m e n t . Led by t h e W e s t p o r t 
Brass B a n d t h e pa rade w o u n d i t 's w a y f r o m t h e N.C.F. 
M a r t g r o u n d s to t h e K n o c k Road a n d back a g a i n . 
H u n d r e d s of s p e c t a . j r s w e r e w a i t i n g t o w a t c h it a n d 
la ter v i s i t e d t h e N.C.F. c o m p l e x w h e r e a g rea t va r i e t y 
of i n t e r e s t i n g s t a n d s w e r e o n v i e w . T a k i n g pa r t i n t h e 
p a r a d e i tse l f w e r e N.C.F., M i l b r o o k Eggs, Haze lh i l l 
Eggs, A . G r o g a n a n d S o n s L td . , K e a n e K i t c h e n s , I r i sh 
A l e s L td . , J o h n D i l l o n & S o n s , G a l l a g h e r s L td . , 
G e o r g e D e l a n e y ' s , B l u e b e l l I r e l a n d L td . , J o h n s t o n s 
M a c h i n e r y , M a j o r S t e e l P r o d u c t s , E lec t r i ca l & P u m p 
S e r v i c e s L td . , B a l l y h a u n i s & D i s t r i c t G u n C lub , T o w n 
I m p r o v e m e n t C o m m i t t e e , T h e R e h a b i l a t i o n I n s t i t u t e , 
M u r p h y ' s Garage , Bo land 's Bakery a n d D u r k a n 
Bot t le rs . T h e G.A.A. c l ub d isp layed a bu l lock w h i c h w a s 
later ra f f led. S t a n d s in t h e N.C.F. i n c l u d e d 
M r s . J a c k i e G r e e n (Cel t ic D e s i g n W o r k ) , H a n n a n 
E lec t r i ca l , I.I.G., K e l l y ' s F u r n i t u r e , D i l l o n s T rave l 
A g e n c y , E lec t r i ca l & P u m p S e r v i c e s L td . , N.C.F. a n d 
p r o j e c t s f r o m St . M a r y ' s N a t i o n a l S c h o o l . 
A d isp lay of I r ish d a n c i n g w a s s taged by t h e Forde 
S c h o o l of D a n c i n g a n d loca l m u s i c a n s i n c l u d i n g 
Paddy Fo rde e n t e r t a i n e d t h e c r o w d . A m u s e m e n t s 
kep t t h e c h i l d r e n h a p p y t h r o u g h o u t t h e a f t e r n o o n . 
Th i s w a s o r g a n i s e d by Rita L u n d o n a n d J o e G r e e n e . 
A l l d u r i n g t h e C o m m u n i t y W e e k , I m p s u b W e e k w a s 
he ld in B a l l y h a u n i s . I m p s u b is a n e f fo r t t o f o c u s 
a t t e n t i o n o n g u a r a n t e e d I r i sh G o o d s , B a l l y h a u n i s 
r e s p o n d e d by f e a t u r i n g I r i sh M a d e G o o d s o n t h e i r 

s h o p w i n d o w s . M r . J o e Hos ty a d d e d to t h e 
e x c i t e m e n t by s p o n s o r i n g a pr ize fo r t h e best d r e s s e d 
w i n d o w . A g u a r a n t e e d I r i sh P r o d u c t P a i n t i n g 
C o m p e t i t i o n w a s o r g a n i s e d fo r N a t i o n a l S c h o o l 
c h i l d r e n a n d a g u a r a n t e e d I r i sh S l o g a n C o m p e t i t i o n 
w a s o r g a n i s e d fo r t h e s t u d e n t s of t h e C o m m u n i t y 
Schoo l . 

A l l in a l l , G u a r a n t e e d I r i sh P r o d u c t s w e r e to t h e f o re 
in B a l l y h a u n i s d u r i n g C o m m u n i t y W e e k . I m p s u b w a s 
o r g a n i s e d by M a r y K i n g . 

D u r i n g t h e w e e k six cand ida tes seek ing t h e c h a i n of 
o f f i ce in t h e M a y o r E lec t i on w e r e a n n o u n c e d . The six 
c a n d i d a t e s a re : - M r s . M a r y W a l s h ; M i s s S i o b h a n 
O ' C o n n o r ; M r . J o h n G a l l a g h e r , M r . J a c k G r e e n e ; 
M r . M i c h a e l W a l d r o n a n d M r . J o e Hos ty . T h i s p ro jec t 
w a s j o i n t l y r u n b y t h e J u n i o r C h a m b e r a n d t h e G . A . A . 
C lub . The o r g a n i s e r s w e r e M r s . Ri ta M o o n e y , M r 
J o h n H i g g i n s , M r . Paddy W a l d r o n ( R I P ) , M r . Pat 
Doy le a n d M r . M a t t O ' D w y e r . 

A visit to t h e Star is.. 
A Great NigTit Out.. . 

*#* 
Star Cinemas 

First in the West with the big films 
Every night except Monday 

At least 15 shows every week! 

Telephone: 169 

Brian Munro 
Auctioneer & Valuer - Insurance Broker 

Main Stree t - Ballyhaunis 

Insurance Consultant for Life, Private 
Dwellings, Bus iness Premises, Road 

Vehicles, Comprehensive Farm 
Insurances etc. 

T e l e p h o n e : ( 0 9 3 ) 2 3 1 9 9 
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An Appreciation 
of Fr. T.A. Hand O.S.A. 

Father T h o m a s Alipius Hand R.I.P. 

m o s t a p p r e c i a t i v e of t h e l e t t e r s , c a r d s a n d g o o d 
w i s h e s he r e c i e v e d f r o m a peop le w h o m he h e l d in 
h i g h r e g a r d . 

I f e e l h o n o u r e d t h a t Fr. T o m w a s m y f r i e n d . He w a s 
a l w a y s so g r a t e f u l f o r a n y w o r k d o n e fo r t h e Fr iary . 
I ndeed he o f t e n j o k i n g l y r e f e r r e d t o m e as "Fr . 
C o n n o l l y " . He s p o k e ve r y h i g h l y of h i s t w o c o l l e a g u e s 
Fr. D e l a n e y a n d Fr. B e r r i l l s a y i n g 'I a m ve ry l ucky t o 
h a v e t h e m ' . 

W e a l l m i s s h i m so re l y . M a y h i s g e n t l e s o u l Rest In 
Peace. 

Frank Connol ly . 

RITA HOPKINS R.I.P. 

On A u g u s t 1 9 t h peop le of Bal lyhaunis learned of 
the death of Fr. Hand wi th d e e p sorrow. He is a 
great l o s s t o our c o m m u n i t y . 

Fr. H a n d w a s b o r n in D r o g h e d a o n J u l y 6 t h 1 9 1 5 , 
e d u c a t e d in C.B.S. D r o g h e d a a n d O ' C o n n e l l S c h o o l s 
D u b l i n . He w a s o r d a i n e d in R o m e in 1 9 3 9 . In 1 9 4 2 he 
w a s s t a t i o n e d in L i m e r i c k w h e r e he d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
h i m s e l f as a p r e a c h e r . I ndeed s u c h w a s h i s g i f t t h a t 
he j o i n e d t h e p r e a c h i n g a p o s t o l a t e in E n g l a n d a n d 
S c o t l a n d , a n d la ter back in I r e l a n d w h e r e he 
p r e a c h e d in e v e r y c o u n t y . O n t h e p u l p i t he w a s 
a r t i c u l a t e , p e r s u a s i v e , f i r e d w i t h zea l f o r t h e G o s p e l , 
a b o r n p r e a c h e r . 

Fr. T o m w a s a m a n of m a n y p a r t s a n d m a n y 
i n t e r e s t s . In h i s y o u t h he w a s A l l - I r e l a n d u n d e r 
f o u r t e e n 1 0 0 m e t r e s c h a m p i o n a n d t h a t e a r l y love of 
spor t a n d a t h l e t i c s s tayed w i t h h i m a l l t h r o u g h h i s 
l i fe . He took g r e a t i n t e r e s t i n t h e A b b e y P a t t e r n 
rea l i s i ng i ts v a l u e in u n i t i n g a c o m m u n i t y . 

W i t h o u t eve r l os i ng t h e " c o m m o n t o u c h " he 
s h o w e d g r e a t i n t e l l e c t u a l a n d c u l t u r a l g i f t s . He w r o t e 
m a n y books; i n c l u d i n g o n e o n St. A u g u s t i n e a n d 
P r a y e r / H e l oved m u s i c a n d w a s a f i n e m u s i c i a n 
exce l l i ng o n t h e f l u t e a n d a c c o r d i a n . He a l so l i ked 
p a i n t i n g w i t h a spec ia l i n t e r e s t i n r e l i g i o u s p i c t u r e s . 

Fr. H a n d w a s a n i m p r e s s i v e m a n in e v e r y s e n s e . He 
had a g rea t g i f t fo r f r i e n d s h i p a n d w a s a rea l 
ex t rove r t . He m a d e ve r y m a n y f r i e n d s e s p e c i a l l y i n 
Cork w h e r e he w a s s t a t i o n e d fo r q u i t e a t i m e . He w a s 
a c lose f r i e n d of T o m Bar ry a n d a l so of t h e C o l l i n s 
f a m i l y . He r e g u l a r l y led t h e s a y i n g of t h e rosa ry at 
Beal na B l a t h . A f o r m e r Lo rd M a y o r of Cork , M r . 
Go ldbe rg p r e s e n t e d Fr. H a n d w i t h a s t a i n e d g l ass 
w i n d o w c o n t a i n i n g t h e A u g u s t i n i a n coa t of a r m s a n d 
m o t t o . 

Fr. H a n d c a m e to B a l l y h a u n i s in 1 9 7 7 w h e r e he 
spen t a ve ry h a p p y apos to l a t e . I ndeed w h e n he w a s i l l 
in Cork he e x p r e s s e d a w i s h to r e t u r n h o m e to 
B a l l y h a u n i s w h e r e he fe l t he w o u i d recove r . He w a s 

The s u d d e n pass ing of Rita left our c o m m u n i t y 
and t h o s e w h o loved her in t e a r s and grief. R i ta , t o 
a l l w h o k n e w her , w a s a j o l l y , k i n d a n d lovab le 
p e r s o n , s h e h a d a s m i l e a n d h e l l o f o r t h e p e r s o n o n 
t h e s t r e e t a n d he r j o l l y w a y s d i d o n e g o o d . T o m e Ri ta 
w a s d e a r a n d p r e c i o u s f r i e n d . " G o n e a re t h e days w e 
s h a r e d t o g e t h e r a n d t h e c h a t s w e so e n j o y e d bu t 
t h o s e t r e a s u r e d m e m o r i e s w i l l a l w a y s r e m a i n . " A s 
w e m o u r n he r p a s s i n g f r o m t h i s l i fe w e k n o w t h a t 
R i ta is a t p e a c e . 

" M A Y T H E A N G E L S L E A D HER T O P A R A D I S E " 

Mary 
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BIRTHS FAILTE 
N o v e m b e r 1 s t 1 9 7 9 t o O c t o b e r 3 1 s t 1 9 8 0 

To Tim and Lily Rabitte, Derrylea, 
a son , Michael Patrick. 
To John and Kathleen McDonagh, 
a daughter Mary Teresa. 

To Patrick and Veronica O'Dowd, Clare St. 
a daughter Sharon Hilary. 

To Michael and Betty Regan, Lecarrow, 
twin boys, Michael Patrick & Dominick Gerard 

To John and Mary Neenan , Coolnafarna 
a son Thomas Gerard 

To Aidan and Mary Kelly, Hazelhill, 
a son Aidan Paul. 

To J a m e s and Teresa Healy, J o h n s t o w n , 
a son, J a m e s Thomas 

To Patrick and Moira Delaney, Abbey St., 
a son Patrick Gareth John. 

To Patrick and Mary Keane, Doctors Rd., 
a daughter Ann Marie. 

To Barry and Therese Cunningham, Galway, 
a daughter Lorraine Kathleen. 

To Michael and Marian McNamara, Tullaghane, 
a son Brendan J a m e s . 

To S e a n and Helen Biesty, Carrowkeel, 
a son , Gordon Michael 
To John and Patricia Davitt, Brackloon, 
a son , Michael Garret. 
To John and Mary Ryan, Coolnafarna, 
a daughter, S iobhan Bernadette. 

To Morgan and Kathleen J e n n i n g s , Knock Rd., 
a son , Ronan John . 
To Dominick and Mairead Murphy, Brackloon, 
a daughter Emily Mairead 

To Thomas and Sara Egan, Cherryfield, 
a son, Alan Martin. 
To John G. and Elizabeth Dillon - Leetch, Annagh, 
a son , William Evan. 

To Padraic and Kathleen Kelly, Drimbane, 
a son , Alan J a m e s . 

To William and Shiela Broderick, Brackloon, 
a daughter, Sharon Ann. 

To John and and Geraldine O'Neill, Main St., 
a daughter Mary Catherine. 

To Michael and Brid Cleary, Clare St., 
A son Diarmaid. 

To S e a m u s and Mary Maguire, J o h n s t o w n , 
a son , J a m e s John . 
To John and Catherine Kirrane, Abbey St., 
a daughter, Lisa Anne . 

To Thomas and Ann Murphy, Knockbrac, 
a daughter, Lorraine Catherine. 
To O w e n and A n n e McDonagh, 
a son , S imon Gerard. 

To Kieran and Doreen Healy, Holywell, 
a daughter, S iobhan Teresa. 

To Charles and Ann Doherty, Knox St. 
a son Pearse Paul. 

To Tony and Joan Flynn, Abbeyquarter, 
a daughter, Deirdre Claire 

To Michael and Rosa leen Keavney, Devlis, 
a daughter He lene Ita 

To Jim and Alacoque McManus , Holywell, 
a son Karl Joseph . 
To J o s e p h and Mary Burke, Tullaghnane, 
a son Micheal 
To Thomas and Ann J e n n i n g s , a son , 
Raymond Thomas . 
To Padraic and Marian Regan, Killinagher, 
a s o n , Allen Michael 

To Patrick and Kathleen Regan, Killinagher 
a son Brendan Michael . 

To Jarlath and Ita Fahey, Devlis , 
a son , Thomas Francis. 

To Patrick and and Mary Murphy, Abbey St. 
a son David Patrick. 

To Padraic and Therese Walkin, Dundrum, 
a daughter André'e 

To Frankie and Mary Dillon, Doctors Rd. 
a son , Michael Edward. 
To Brian and Phyllis Flanagan, Ballindrehid, 
a daughter, Tracey Anne . 
To Gerard and Delia Coen, Clagnagh 
a son , Reginald Edward O w e n . 

To J a m e s and Mary Donnelly, Ballinphuil, 
a daughter, Carol Margaret. 
To Thomas and Mary McDonagh, 
a son , Thomas Francis. 

To Patrick & Anne Biesty, Carrowkeel, 
a son , Paul Thomas . 
To Michael and Maureen Caulfield, Knock Rd., 
a son , Alan. 
To Myles and Nancy Walsh , Bridge St. 
a daughter, Maria Ann 
To Edward and Francis Mulhern, Clare St. 
a daughter, Patricia Maria 
To Daniel and Margaret Tarpey, Carrowkeel 
a daughter, Shirley. 

To Eamon and A n n e O'Reilly, Dublin 
a son , Cathal Edward. 

To Larry and Kathleen Pelecchia, Main St., 
a daughter, Natasha Lisa. 
To Declan and Una Shie lds , Devlis, 
a s o n , Declan Paul. 

To Kieran and Elizabeth Folliard, Dublin, 
a daughter, Vienna Mary. 

To Michael and Geraldine Conlon, Abbey St. 
a daughter, Michel le Maria. 

To Vincent and Irene Healy, Ballindrehid, 
a son Rodger Vincent. 

To Thomas and Angela Wallace, Killinagher, 
a son , Thomas Patrick. 

To Peter and Helena McCafferty, Ballindrehid, 
a daughter, Jennifer B.M. 

To S e a m u s and Eileen Sloyan, Bridge St. 
a soi , , David Eamon Martin. 
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MARRIAGES TRAOSLU 
N o v e m b e r 1 s t 1 9 7 9 t o O c t o b e r 3 1 s t 1 9 8 0 

Marriages in Parish Church 

Aiden M. Gray, Drumlish 
Philomena Waldron, Holywell 
James J. Daly, Chapelizod 
Maria M. Webb, Main St. 
Michael Hunt, Derrynacong 
Mary B. Carney, Holywell 
James M. Mulrennan, Gurteen 
Mary A. Waldron, Holywell 
John D. Brennan, Carrowmore 
Mary T. O'Reilly, Holywell 
John J. Cull, Mohill 
Gertrude McGuire, Redford 
Patrick G. Brennan, Castlemagarret 
Barbara E. Dyer, Brackloon. 

Marriages in St. Mary's Abbey 
Martin P. Kilkelly, Drogheda 
Heather J.D. Conway, Abbey St. 
James E. M. O'Hara, Sligo 
Noelle Sweeney, Abbey St. 
Matthew Linehan, Malahide 
Patricia Murray, Bridge St. 

Marriages Elsewhere 
Thomas Egan, Clagnagh 
Sara Moloney, Crossboyne 
Thomas O'Dowd, Galway 
Teresa Fitzharris, Derrynacong 
John Brennan, Curry 
Marian O'Connell, Up. Main St. 
Brendan Hoban, Gurteenmore 
Bridie Allen, Tooreen 
Thomas Webb, Main St. 
Philomena Cribbin, Up. Main St. 
Thomas Mongan, Abbeyquarter 
Ellen Maughan, Castlerea 
Thomas Moran, Abbeyknockmoy 
Marian Donohue, St. Gerard's Crescent 
Gerard Lyons, Abbey St. 
Peggy McEvaddy, Swinford 
Michael Naughton, Galway 
Mary T. Finnegan, Tavanaghmore 
Michael Waldron, Ballindrehid 
Bernadette Jennings, Knock 
Rita Murphy, Main St. 
Gerard O'Malley, Oughterard 
Thomas Waldron, Cave 
Breeda O'Brien, Loughglynn 
Bernard Gallagher, Main St. 
Jean Finn, Bekan 
Martin Morley, Island 
Shelia Hanlon, Carlingford 
Edward Murphy, Main St. 
Fionuala Kenny, Lavallyroe 
Rory O'Connor, Doctor's Rd. 
Margaret McDonagh, Swinford 
Liam Connell, Devlis 
Mary Gallagher, Lanesborough 
William Toolan, Devlis 
Maria R. Davey, Salford 

Patrick Moran, Main St. 
Susan Mucha, Halifax 
John Plunkett, Curries 
Kathleen McGuinness, New York 
Michael Herr, Knox St. 
Christina Leonard, Crossmolina 
David Dwane, Clare St. 
Mary H. Waters, Lahardane 
Julia M. Moran, Up. Main St. 
Christopher Flatley, Mayo Abbey 
Sean F. Finn, Hazelhill 
Joan Kennedy, New York 

DEATHS 
Ar Shli Na Firinne 

N o v e m b e r 1 s t 1 9 7 9 t o O c t o b e r 3 1 s t 1 9 8 0 

Mrs. Margaret Hopkins, Larganboy, 
Patrick Judge, Aghloragh 
Dominick Flatley, Leowe 
Mary Kelly, Bargarriff 
Francis Flanagan, Ballindrehid 
Mrs. Monica Flood, Abbey Street 
Michael Gildea, Tullaghane 
Mrs. Rosemary Waldron, Ardee 
Mrs. Brigid Loft us, Johnstown 
Martin Caulfield, Drimbane 
Joseph Moylette, Curries 
Thomas Flatley, Main Street 
Anthony Fitzpatrick, Tooraree 
Patrick Waldron, Derrylahan 
Mary Coyne, Carrowkeel 
Mrs. Delia Glynn, Clare St. 
Mrs. Mary Ganley, Devlis 
David Mulligan, Barrack St. 
Margaret Fitzpatrick,Torraree 
Martin Morley, Larganboy 
Mrs. Brigid McGann, Castlerea 
Mrs. Ann Keane, Knox St. 
James P. Cruise, Knockbrack 
Mrs. Mary K. Coyne, Cherryfield House 
Seamus Ruane, Johnstown 
Mrs. Agnes Finn, Hazelhill 
Thomas Maughan, Cherryfield 
Catherine Culliney, Bekan 
Catherine Doherty, Derrintogher 
Karen Marie Buckley, Knock Rd. 
Very Rev. Thomas Hand, O.S.A. 
The Prior, St. Mary's Abbey 
Patrick Regan, Derrynacong 
Mrs Stella de Loughrey, Dublin 
Patrick Waldron, Knock Rd 
Anthony Caulfield, Kilgarrif 
James Sloyan, Brackloon 
Mrs. Brigid Healy, Ballindrehid 
Mrs. Kathleen Waldron, Cherryfield 
Elizabeth Freeley, Dublin Page 13 



Deaths (cont). 
Deaths Elsewhere 

Mrs A n n e Mullen, n e e Jordan, Annagh 
Mrs. J. McWalter, Knox St. 
John Waldron, Knox St 
Katherine Ganley, Derrynacong 
Michael Webb, Tooraree 
J a m e s Gannon, J o h n s t o w n 
Thomas Flynn, late Ulster Bank 
Mrs. N. Faughan, n e e Waldron, Redford 
Thomas Biesty, Carrowkeel 
Sister Celine Waldron, Holywell 
Mrs. Martina Cunningham, n e e Walsh , Main St 
Anthony Waldron, Moneymore 
Dr. Edward Waldron, died in England 
Sr. Acquin O'Dea, Convent of Mercy 
Patrick Phillips, Abbeyquarter 
Michael Rodgers, Derrynacong 
Mrs Margaret Fahey, n e e Hunt, Lecarrow 
Mrs. Bina Stone, n e e Diskin, Killinagher 
William Greally, Killinagher 

Concannon's 

Ladies and Gents Fashions 
Specialists in Footwear, 

Household & Soft Furnishings 
» * * 

Main Street - Ballyhaunis 
Shop around the best shop around 

at a price you can afford. 
T e l e p h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 5 1 

CURLEY'S 

Clare St reet 
Bal lyhaunis 

Electrical & Pump 
Services Ltd., 

Clare Street - Ballyhaunis 

Bar, Who lesa le Frui t 
D is t r ibutor 

*** 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 77 

Suppliers of Water pumps to group 
schemes, industry and domestic supplies 

*»# 

For a professional job and an efficient 
after sales service. 

' P h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 2 2 6 or 3 4 1 
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May They Rest In Peace 

JAMES CRUISE R.I.P. MARGARET FAHEY R.I.P. 

What is D e a t h ? 
A w o n d r o u s M e r c y 
A c o m i n g h o m e -
A divine w e l c o m e t o a wel l loved child 
A putting out of t h e light b e c a u s e d a w n has c o m e 

T h e d e a t h took p lace in t h e B o n S e c o u r s H o s p i t a l , 
T u a m , of J a m e s Pa t r i ck C r u i s e " A r d A o i b h i n n " 
Knockb rack , B a l l y h a u n i s o n M a y 7 t h 1 9 8 0 . 

J a m e s w h o w a s f i f t e e n y e a r s a n d a t t e n d e d St . 
M a r y ' s Boy ' s N a t i o n a l S c h o o l , St . J a r l a t h s Co l l ege , 
T u a m , a n d B a l l y h a u n i s C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l , w h e r e 
he w a s a b o u t t o s i t f o r t h e I n t e r m e d i a t e C e r t i f i c a t e 
E x a m i n a t i o n . 

A n y b o d y ' s d e a t h is a sad o c c a s i o n , bu t t h e d e a t h of 
o n e so y o u n g is p a r t i c u l a r l y t r ag i c . A s J a m e s w h o 
w a s such a k ind, open a n d gent le boy w a s popular w i t h 
y o u n g a n d o ld a l i ke . He h a d a j o v i a l p e r s o n a l i t y , w a s 
a n o b e d i e n t a n d d i l i g e n t s t u d e n t a n d h a d a k e e n 
i n te res t i n M u s i c a n d A r t . He w a s a l so a n 
a c c o m p l i s h e d s w i m m e r a n d h a d d o n e m a n y t e s t s i n 
l i fe s a v i n g . 

A Requ iem M a s s he ld in St. Pat r ick 's Par ish C h u r c h 
w a s c o n c e l e b r a t e d by V e r y Rev. Fr. P. C o s t e l l o , P.P. 
B a l l y h a u n i s ; V e r y Rev. Fr. J o h n Egan P.P. K i l r ooskey ; 
Ve ry Rev. Fr. Enda L y o n s P.P. M i l l t o w n ; V e r y Rev. Fr. 
J o s e p h M o r a n P.P. C o o l a r n a ; Rev. Fr. F r a n c i s 
M c M y l e r , C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l ; Rev. Fr. D e s m o n d 
W a l s h C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l ; a n d Rev. Fr. M i c h a e l 
K e n n y Recess. T h e M a s t e r of C e r e m o n i e s w a s Rev. 
Fr. J o h n Ba l l C.C. B a l l y h a u n i s . 
The pupi ls a n d staff of t h e C o m m u n i t y Schoo l s u n g 
b e a u t i f u l l y d u r i n g t h e M a s s . 
J a m e s is s u r v i v e d by h i s h e a r t b r o k e n p a r e n t s Peggy 
a n d J o h n , s is te r Pa t r i c ia a n d b r o t h e r s Ne i l a n d U l t a n , 
U n c l e s , A u n t s , Re la t i ves a n d f r i e n d s . 
A r d h e i s l a i m h De go b f u i l a a n a m d i l i s . 

J i m Lundon 

O n e reads in t h e d e a t h c o l u m n s of e a c h day ' s 
papers of var ious p e o p l e t o have died of various 
a g e s and probably of var ious d i s e a s e s . That is w h y 
w h e n t h e d e a t h of Margaret Fahey of Hol lymount 
appeared o n t h e 1 2 t h . S e p t e m b e r 1 9 8 0 it had n o 
s ign i f i cance t o m a n y p e o p l e but t o m a n y m o r e 
including myse l f it had a spec ia l s ign i f i cance . 

To t h e p e o p l e of h e r a d o p t e d H o l l y m o u n t s h e is 
r e m e m b e r e d as a k i n d a n d g e n t l e p e r s o n w h o w a s 
t h e l oca l N T . a d i l i g e n t t e a c h e r a g o o d n e i g h b o u r a n d 
a f o n d a n d l o v i n g w i f e a n d m o t h e r t o h e r h u s b a n d J o e 
a n d e i g h t k ids . M o r e s p e c i a l l y as a ve r y r e l i g i o u s 
p e r s o n w h o s p e n t m u c h o f h e r t i m e at p raye r 
m e e t i n g s , r e t r e a t s , v i g i l s a n d L e g i o n o f M a r y w o r k . 

To t h e p e o p l e of h e r n a t i v e B a l l y h a u n i s s h e is 
r e m e m b e r e d as a k i n d a n d g e n t l e y o u n g g i r l w h o m 
t h e n u n s in t h e loca l C o n v e n t d e s c r i b e d as a m o d e l 
s t u d e n t a n d w h o e m i g r a t e d t o A m e r i c a a f te r l e a v i n g 
s c h o o l t o r e t u r n s o m e y e a r s la te r t o m a r r y he r 
c h i l d h o o d s w e e t h e a r t . 

To t h e rest of m y fam i l y , s h e w a s t h e best pe rson in t h e 
w o r l d , k i nd a n d t h o u g h t f u l t o every o n e of us a n d af ter s h e 
w e n t t o A m e r i c a , as t h e say ing goes " O f t e n kept t h e w o l f 
f r o m t h e d o o r " 

A l oca l p r i e s t s u m m e d it a l l u p fo r m e in a f e w 
w o r d s w h e n h e s a i d " W e are al l l i ke s q u a r e pegs 
g o i n g i n t o a r o u n d h o l e , t h e c o r n e r s h a v e t o be 
k n o c k e d o f f at f i r s t . M a r g a r e t h a d no c o r n e r s t o k n o c k 
o f f " 

T h e w a y s h e b o r e h e r s u f f e r i n g in t h e last f e w 
w e e k s a n d t h e t h r o n g s w h o a t t e n d e d h e r f u n e r a l a re 
f u r t h e r p r o o f s of t h i s . P e r h a p s in he r c o r n e r up t h e r e 
s h e t h i n k s of u s a n d f o r g i v e s u s fo r o u r 
t r a n s g r e s s i o n s ^ 

Lecarrow 
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The B.B.C. By J im Higgins. 

Many of our y o u n g e r readers reading this article 
will be suprised t o learn that w e had B.B.C. in 
Ballyhaunis a s far back a s t h e early 1 9 3 0 s . Yet 
desp i t e the fact that it w a s in black and w h i t e w e 
w e r e t h e envy of m a n y of our larger and m o r e 
colourful provincial centres . The B.B.C. w a s of 
c o u r s e the c o n v e n i e n t abbreviat ion for Ballyhaunis 
Boxing Club w h i c h in the 3 0 ' s and 4 0 ' s a n s w e r e d 
the bell in the f a m e d black and w h i t e s inglet . 

T h e yea r is 1 9 3 4 , t h e v e n u e is t h e n a t u r a l 
a m p h i t h e a t r e t h a t is t h e F r ia ry F ie ld , a n d B a l l y h a u n i s 
is agog w i t h e x c i t e m e n t in a n t i c i p a t i o n of h o s t i n g i ts 
f i r s t I n t e r n a t i o n a l B o x i n g T o u r n a m e n t . A 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e I r i sh v i c to ry over t h e I t a l i ans m a d e it 
a n i g h t t o r e m e m b e r . B a l l y h a u n i s h a d p r o v e d i ts 
ab i l i t y t o cope . 

1 9 3 5 s a w t h e G e r m a n s h e r e . T h e e x c i t e m e n t of 
t h e p r e v i o u s year w a s e v e n s u r p a s s e d . C r o w d s 
t h r o n g e d to t h e R a i l w a y S t a t i o n to see t h e v i s i t o r s 
a r r i ve . H o w e v e r , t h e o f f i c i a l c e r e m o n i e s a n d 
a d d r e s s e s of w e l c o m e are l onge r t h a n e x p e c t e d a n d 
t h e p u p i l s of t h e B o y s ' S c h o o l w h o h a d b e e n a l l o w e d 
d o w n t o t h e ' B r i d g e ' t o c a t c h a g l i m p s e of t h e v i s i t o r s 
p a s s i n g t h r o u g h t h e t o w n , have to t r o o p d e j e c t e d l y 
back up t h e h i l l - it is t h e day of t h e ' C a t e c h i s m E x a m ' 
a n d t h e e x a m i n e r is t o a r r i ve a n y m i n u t e . T h e m a t c h 
t a k e s p lace in L y n c h ' s G a r a g e a n d t h e o u t s t a n d i n g 
m e m o r y of t h e n i g h t w a s t h e f i r s t r o u n d k n o c k o u t of 
t h e p r e v i o u s l y u n b e a t e n a n d m u c h v a u n t e d 
E u r o p e a n C h a m p i o n ^ R o m m o c k . F ive days la te r 
R o m m o c k w o n h is H e a v y w e i g h t B o u t in Be l f as t a n d 
t h e " I r i s h I n d e p e n d e n t " b i l l b o a r d r u n s t h e h e a d i n g 
" R o m m o c k A v e n g e s B a l l y h a u n i s " . 

B a l l y h a u n i s is fas t b e c o m i n g a M e c c a a n d 1 9 3 6 
sees t h e a r r i v a l of t h e F r e n c h T e a m . By n o w it had 
b e c o m e t h e e s t a b l i s h e d i t i n e r a r y t h a t v i s i t i n g 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e a m s box at t h r e e v e n u e s - D u b l i n , 
B a l l y h a u n i s a n d e i t h e r Co rk or Be l fas t . U n f o r t u n a t e l y 
t h e W a r t e m p o r a r i l y n i p p e d t h i s p h e n o m e n a l g r o w t h 
a n d a l l I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o m p e t i t i o n is s u s p e n d e d . 

By 1 9 4 7 h o w e v e r I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o m p e t i t i o n is res­
u m e d w i t h t h e v is i t of t h e E n g l i s h T e a m a n d a n e w 
v e n u e has e m e r g e d . T h e m o r e s p a c i o u s M c G a r r y ' s 
N e w C i n e m a , n o w in t h e f i n a l s t ages of c o m p l e t i o n , is 
p a c k e d to capac i t y . U n f o r t u n a t e l y B a l l y h a u n i s w a s t o 
w i t n e s s o n l y o n e f u r t h e r I n t e r n a t i o n a l - h e l d in 
c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h a w e e k long ca rn iva l a n d ce lebra t ions 
to m a r k t h e s ix th c e n t e n a r y of t h e f o u n d i n g of t h e 
A b b e y - t ha t w a s aga ins t t h e F rench in 1 9 4 8 . 

No m o d e r n - day c r o w d s c e n e in B a l l y h a u n i s 
s h o u l d c o m p a r e w i t h t h e n i g h t of t h e b ig box ing 
m a t c h . In t h e days b e f o r e A r a b O i l f l o w e d f ree l y -
w h e n t h e m o t o r - c a r w a s a l u x u r y - c r o w d s t h r o n g e d 
t h e r oads to B a l l y h a u n i s by eve ry c o n c e i v a b l e m o d e 
of t r a n s p o r t . T h o s e w e r e t h e days of t h e B o n a Fide 
C o n c e s s i o n s in t h e t h e n L i c e n s i n g L a w s a n d by 6 
a .m . t h e bar a t t e n d a n t s w e r e l i t e ra l l y w a l k i n g o n f o u r 
i n c h e s of cork . O b v i o u s l y a s m a l l t o w n is not 

acco rded s u c h s ta tus a n d p r o m i n e n c e w i t h o u t good 
reason a n d j us t i f i ca t i on in th i s i ns tance w a s t h e deter­
m i n a t i o n a n d d e d i c a t i o n o f t h r e e p e o p l e in 
p a r t i c u l a r , Fr. M a n s f i e l d , O S . A . , C h a i r m a n , J i m 
C a u l f i e l d , A b b e y S t ree t , T r e a s u r e r a n d Ha r r y D i l l o n , 
T h e S q u a r e , S e c r e t a r y It a l l b e g a n in 1 9 3 2 w h e n 

Bout in progress during France - Ireland International Contest. France won by eight bouts to one. 
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The Rev. Fr. Mansfield, O S A & Sergeant Nally (left) 
erected the ring for the Ireland - France International 
Boxing Contest in Ballyhaunis in August 1 9 4 2 . 

t h e t h r e e a f o r e m e n t i o n e d set up a B o x i n g C l u b w i t h a 
v i e w to s t a g i n g a b o x i n g t o u r n a m e n t as par t of t h e 
ca rn i va l o n t h e 2 6 t h . , 2 7 . , a n d 2 8 t h . of A u g u s t in t h e 
Fr iary F ie ld . T h e h i g h l i g h t of t h e t o u r n a m e n t , w h i c h 
w a s o n e of t h e f i r s t in t h e W e s t of I r e l a n d , w a s a n 
e x h i b i t i o n bou t b e t w e e n t w o f o r m e r p ro fess iona ls , 
J i m Cof fey a n d Pat M c A l l i s t e r . T h o s e w h o w e r e 
p resen t at t h e ' f i g h t ' s t i l l v i v i d l y r eco l l ec t t h e b l o w 
tha t w a s d e l i v e r e d no t by t h e g l o v e bu t t h e boo t by t h e 
m u c h s m a l l e r M c A l l i s t e r o n t h e sea t of t h e g i a n t - l i ke 
Cof fey 's t r u n k s . T h e h u g e a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c c r o w d 
bore a m p l e t e s t i m o n y to t h e be l ie f t h a t b o x i n g w o u l d 
have a keen f o l l o w i n g a n d a b r i g h t f u t u r e in t h e a rea . 
S o o n t h e m e m b e r s of t h e c l u b w e r e e s t a b l i s h i n g 
t h e m s e l v e s at c o u n t y , p r o v i n c i a l a n d e v e n n a t i o n a l 
leve l In 1 9 3 5 , for e x a m p l e t h e K i l d u f f b r o t h e r s J a c k i e 
a n d J i m m y b o t h f o u g h t t h e i r w a y t h r o u g h t h e 
P a p e r w e i g h t d i v i s i o n o f t h e S c h o o l b o y ' s 
C h a m p i o n s h i p s at t h e N a t i o n a l S t a d i u m , o n l y t o 
c o n f r o n t e a c h o t h e r in t h e f i n a l . T h e n a t u r a l 
r e l u c t a n c e to ' m i x - i t ' w a s c e n s u r e d by t h e r e f e r e e 
w h o ca l l ed b o t h b r o t h e r s t o t h e c e n t r e of t h e r i n g a n d 

w a r n e d t h a t u n l e s s t h e y o b e y e d h i s i n s t r u c t i o n s to 
' b o x ' t h e y w o u l d b o t h be d i s q u a l i f i e d . T h e f o l l o w i n g 
yea r J o h n n y Cooke , Paddy W a l s h , a n d J a c k i e a n d 
J i m m y K i l d u f f a l l w o n t h r o u g h to t h e N a t i o n a l F ina ls . 
H o w e v e r a d i s p u t e a r o s e w h e n t h e o f f i c i a l s in c h a r g e 
of t h e C h a m p i o n s h i p s o r d e r e d a s e c o n d ' w e i g h t i n ' of 
J i m m y K i l du f f . M a k i n g t h e po in t t h a t t h i s w a s 
w i t h o u t p r e c e d e n t , Fr. M a n s f i e l d fe l t he had no 
o p t i o n bu t t o w i t h d r a w t h e e n t i r e B a l l y h a u n i s T e a m . 

A s a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o m p e t i t i o n 
a n d i n d e e d d o m e s t i c c o m p e t i t i o n w a s c o n s i g n e d to 
co ld s t o r a g e d u r i n g t h e 1 9 3 9 - ' 4 5 p e r i o d . In 1 9 4 6 
t h e r e f o r e a Pub l i c m e e t i n g w a s c a l l e d w i t h a v i e w to 
r e v i v i n g t h e c l u b a n d over 1 5 0 p e o p l e a t t e n d e d . A 
w h o l e n e w g e n e r a t i o n of b o x e r s n o w c a m e to t h e f o re 
a n d t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of t h e c l u b w a s in t h e capab le 
h a n d s of t h e e v e r p r e s e n t Fr. M a n s f i e l d , Sgt . Pat 
Na l l y , L a r r y F ree ley , D e n i s S w e e n e y , S e a m u s 
D u r k a n , a n d Pe t ie H a n n o n . S o o n t h e B B C . w a s back 
as o n e o f t h e bes t i n t h e c o u n t r y a n d it w o u l d be 
s i m p l y t o o h a z a r d o u s to e v e n s ta r t l i s t e n i n g 
a c h i e v e m e n t s in s u c h a s h o r t a r t i c l e . S u f f i c e t o say 
tha t a f o rme r m e m b e r o f t h e C l u b , J o h n n y W a r d e 
f r o m Cast lerea , la te r w o n t h e B r i t i s h P r o f e s s i o n a l 
B a n t a m w e i g h t T i t l e e . A n o t h e r C l u b m a n T o m 
M o y l e t t e o f C u r r i e s b e c a m e P r o f e s s i o n a l 
C h a m p i o n of t h e S t a t e of O n t a r i o . N a m e s s u c h as 
t h e O ' S h e a ' s a n d B e n s o n s w o u l d r a n k w i t h t h e 
m o d e r n d a y C h r i s t i e s . F o r m e r o f f i c e r s o f t h e c l u b 
a l w a y s p r i d e d t h e m s e l v e s o n t h e f a c t t h a t t h e 
d i s c i p l i n e o f t h e c l u b m o u l d e d i t s m e m b e r s i n t o 

e x e m p l a r y c i t i z e n s w e l l f i t t e d t o m e e t t h e cha l l enge 
o f l i f e , s h e e r d o m i n a n c e of B a l l y h a u n i s Boxe rs is 
i l l u s t r a t e d by t h e p r e p o n d e r a n c e of B a l l y h a u n i s 
n a m e s o n t h e M a y o T e a m w h i c h s o u n d l y t h r a s h e d 
G a l w a y at t h e T o w n H a l l , G a l w a y o n t h e 1 8 t h . 
N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 6 . P e r h a p s t h o s e w h o c a n reca l l t h o s e 
days w i l l i den t i f y t h e B a l l y h a u n i s m e m b e r s of t h e 
M a y o T e a m w h i c h is as f o l l o w s : - J . Fo rde (4 St.); T. 
R e g a n ( B a n t a m ) ; H. Fo rde (5 St.); S. K e n n e d y 
(Fea ther ) ; J . M c A r d l e (5s t . 7 lbs ) ; J . Dya r ( L i g h t w e i g h t ) 
J . J . M c A r d l e (6 st. 7 lbs ) ; J . R e g a n ( W e l t e r w e i g h t ) ; J . 
M o r r i s o n (7st . 7 lbs) ; S. S w e e n e y ( W e l t e r w e i g h t ) ; P. 
R e g a n (8 s t ) ; P. V a h y ( M i d d l e ) ; J . V a h y (Cru ise r ) ; a n d 
A . C o m n e y (Heavy) . 

S u c h a p i t y t h a t s u c h a b r ie f bu t g l o r i o u s h i s to r y 
w i l l no t be c o m m e m o r a t e d by a g l o r i o u s j u b i l e e in 
1 9 8 2 

(Photos reproduced from Times Pictorial dated August 
24 th 1 9 4 6 by permission of the Irish Times) 

ANNAGH NEEDS YOUR 
HELP! 

Send your literary Contribution 
(Type - written) to the Editor 
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FORDES LTD. 
O u r Mo t to : Q u i c k Sale - S m a l l P ro f i t 

• • * 

With all t h e latest fash ions a n d s ty les in L a d i e s 
a n d G e n t s O u t f i t t i n g a lways in s tock 

D r a p e r y G o o d s for all t h e F a m i l y 
Best m a k e s in Boots a n d Shoes 

C o m p a r e o u r Pr ices 

* • * 
All t he l ead ing b r a n d s W h i s k e y s , W i n e s , Sp i r i t s E tc . 

a lwavs in s tock at o u r usua l keen pr ices 
T e l e p h o n e 1 3 

J a c k O ' C o n n o r M . P . S . I . 

• • • 

Your Family Chemist 
Specializes in all Optical Goods 

B i n o c u l a r s - 49 d i f ferent m o d e l s 
T e l e s c o p e s - 25 d i f ferent m o d e l s 
M a g n i f i e r s - 37 d i f ferent m o d e l s 

M i c r o s c o p e s - 12 d i f fe ren t m o d e l s a n d all 
e d u c a t i o n a l ki ts . 

P h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 37 

F O R F I T N E S S W I T H O U T F A T N E S S 

• • • 

Millbrook Eggs 
Suppliers of Fresh & Frozen 

Liquid Eggs 

"In the West - ahead of the Best' 

• • • 

T e l e p h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 183 

A u s t i n G r o g a n & S o n L t d . 

Cave - Ballyhaunis 

• • • 
C o n c r e t e Blocks 
B r o k e n S t o n e 
R e a d y - M i x C o n c r e t e 
W a s h e d a n d G r a d e d S a n d 
W a s h e d G r a d e d C h i p p i n g s 

• • • 

T e l e p h o n e : W o r k s 72 a n d 252 
A f t e r 6 p . m . H o u s e 78 

Page 18 



Ballyhaunis' First Play 
S o m e t i m e a g o w h i l e r u m m a g i n g about old 

n e w s p a p e r s and d o c u m e n t s of var ious kinds, w h a t 
should I pick up only a p r o g r a m m e of t h e very first 
amateur dramatic and variety en ter ta inment g iven 
in Ballyhaunis . Before this Bal lyhaunis w a s 
d e p e n d e n t on travelling c o m p a n i e s for its p lays 
and c o n c e r t s . But a n e w n o t e w a s struck w h e n , 
under the supervis ion of the then curate Fr. 
Murphy, local talent w a s organi sed and trained. 
Very m a n y of t h o s e w h o s e n a m e s f igure 
prominent ly on the p r o g r a m m e have long 
s ince p a s s e d a w a y from earth; o t h e r s have 
w i thdrawn from c o n t a c t w i th worldly c o n c e r n ; For 
o b v i o u s r e a s o n s I d o not g ive the e x a c t year. Ladies 
are sens i t ive on the point of past d a t e s . T h o s e inter­
e s t e d in mat ters musical and dramatic m a y 
c o m p a r e t h e s e p r o g r a m m e s of the first Bal lyhaunis 
effort w i th their s u c c e s s o r s of today . 

Saturday. D e c e m b e r 2 6 t h . 1 8 

"ROBERT EMMET" 

Characters: 

Robert E m m e t ( A n I r i sh Pat r io t ) J . D e l a n y 
D. O'Gaff (Sp r i g of t h e E m e r a l d Isle) T. R u t t i g a n 
O'Leary ( A n o l d so ld ie r ) J a s T r e s t o n 
Dowdal l (A f r i e n d t o E m m e t ) P. W a l d r o n 
Kernan (A t r a i t o r ) E. K i l e e n 
S e r g a n t Topfall P. Da l y 
Corporal T h o m a s J . M u r p h y 
Lord Norbury (The J u d g e ) T. S n e e 
Connor ( Ja i le r ) P. B ies t y 
Maria ( E m m e t s w i f e ) H. M c C o n v i l l e 
J u d y O'Doherty J . M c D e r m o t t . 

Peasan t s , S o l d i e r s , C o n s t a b l e s a n d t h e J u r y 
(Then f o l l o w s a s y n o p s i s of t h e p lay) 

THE B R A S S B A N D 
" M a r s e i l l a i s e , " " T h e M e n of H a r l e c h . " 

T h e s i de - s p l i t t i n g f a r c e : 
P A D D Y MILES 

C h a r a c t e r s : 

Paddy Miles (The L i m e r i c k boy) J . M c D e r m o t t 
Dr. C o a t e s T. S n e e 
Henry (h is son) P. Da l y 
J o b ( the g a r d e n e r ) J . M u r p h y 
Reuben P. B ies ty 
Mrs. Fidget F M c D e r m o t t 
J a n e (her d a u g h t e r ) H. M c C o n v i l l e 

C o nc lus ion 

O m e n s - The National Anthem with Brass Band 
Accompaniment 

T h e n o n t h e f o l l o w i n g M o n d a y , 2 8 t h Dec. 1 8 - - t h e r e 
w a s g i v e n - - -

A G R A N D C O N C E R T 
1. C h o r u s , " T h e r e is no l a n d l ike I r e l a n d " ( G m u r ) , 
M i s s e s O ' M a l l e y , F l y n n , K a t e L a v a n , No ra W a l d r o n , 
M a g g i e N. W a l d r o n , D. Lev icock , a n d M e s s r s P. Da ly , 
J a s T r e s t o n , T. R a t t i g a n , P. D e l a n y , J . M c D e r m o t , a n d 
J . M u r p h y . 

2 . S o l o , " U n c l e J o h n " ( W e a t h e r l y ) , M i s s K. F l y n n . 
3 . S o l o , " Y o u ' l l S o o n Forge t , K a t h l e e n " ( W i l l i a m s ) , 
M i s s E. O ' M a l l e y . 
4 . So lo , " L e t E r i n R e m e m b e r " (G lover ) M r . J a s 
T r e s t o n . 

5. C o m i c i t e m , M e s s r s Da ly , M c D e r m o t t , R a t t i g a n , 
M u r p h y a n d B ies ty . 
6. S e l e c t i o n , B rass B a n d . 

7. P i a n o so lo , " S w e e t H e a r t s ' W a l t z " (A lbe r t ) , M i s s K . 
D e l a n y . *• 

8. C o m i c s o n g , M r . P. Da l y 
9. S o l o , " T h e W e a r i n g of t h e G r e e n , " M r J . W . M u r p h y 

10 . S o l o , " G i v e a n I r i sh L a d a c h a n c e , " M r . J . 
M c D e r m o t t . 
1 1 . So lo , " D e a r L a n d , " M r . T. R a t t i g a n . 

1 2 . So lo , " A i l e e n A l a n n a h " (Thomas) , M i s s E. 
O ' M a l l e y . 

13 . S o l o , " A M o n e y , " M r . P. Daly . 
1 4 . So lo , " H o m e a g a i n K a t h l e e n , " M r . P. De lany . 

15 . So lo , " T i d y Fol L o l , " M r . J a s T r e s t o n . 

1 6 . S o l o , " K e r r y D a n c e " (Mo l l oy ) , M i s s K. F l y n n . 
17. Comic song, M r . P. B ies ty . 
1 8 . Duet, Bagpipes a n d v i o l i n , M e s s r s O ' R o u r k e & 
Biesty. 

1 9 . Solo , " F a t h e r O ' F l y n n , " M r . P. D e l a n y . 

2 0 . Duet, M i s s O ' M a l l e y a n d M r . M c D e r m o t t . 

2 1 . C o m i c S o n g , M r , T. R a t t i g a n . 

2 2 . C o m i c S o n g , M r . J . M u r p h y . 

2 3 . S o l o , " S h e ' s f a r f r o m t h e L a n d " (G lover ) M i s s E. 
O ' M a l l e y . 

2 4 . C o m i c I t e m , M r . P. Da ly . 

2 5 . S o l o , " I s a w f r o m t h e B e a c h " (G lover ) M i s s E. 
O ' M a l l e y . 

2 6 . S o l o , " T h e C o n v e n t H i l l , " M r . M c D e r m o t t . 
2 7 . D u e t , M i s s F l y n n a n d M r . T r e s t o n . 

2 8 . C o m i c I t e m , M e s s r s B ies ty , R a t t i g a n , Da ly a n d 
F la t ley . 

2 9 . C h o r u s , " E v e n i n g E c h o e s " (Ca rpen te r ) M i s s e s 
F l y n n , O ' M a l l e y , L a v a n , Lev iock , W a l d r o n a n d Neary . 
To be f o l l o w e d by t h e a m u s i n g f a r c e : 

"BARNEY THE B A R O N " 
O r c h e s t r a by b rass b a n d e a c h e v e n i n g . 

N o w m a k i n g a l l d u e a l l o w a n c e s for t h e c o n d i t i o n s of 
t h e t i m e s a n d t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s s u r r o u n d i n g an a t t e m p t 
t o o r g a n i s e loca l t a l e n t , I t h i n k t h e a b o v e p r o g r a m m e 
w a s a ve ry c r e d i t a b l e b e g i n n i n g . A n y h o w , it led t h e 
w a y fo r s u b s e q u e n t d e v e l o p m e n t s a n d e s t a b l i s h e d 
s o m e sor t of a p r e c e d e n t . T a k i n g it in bu lk , I a m not 
s u r e t h a t t h e r e has b e e n a n a d v a n c e o n it in 
e x c e l l e n c e p r o p o r t i o n e d t o t h e n u m b e r of y e a r s t h a t 
h a v e e l a p s e d a n d t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s fo r e d u c a t i o n a l 
i m p r o v e m e n t t h a t h a v e b e e n a f f o r d e d to t h e y o u t h . A 
g o o d dea l of w a t e r has f l o w e d u n d e r t h e b r i d g e s i nce 
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t h e n , a n d m u s i c t e a c h e r s a n d o t h e r s h a v e b e e n at 
w o r k , b u t I d o u b t if s u c h e x c e l l e n t c o m b i n a t i o n of 
a r t i s t e s c o u l d be g a t h e r e d t o g e t h e r t oday . T h e 
i n t e r v e n i n g y e a r s h a v e not r e v e a l e d a n y loca l s i n g e r 
t o e q u a l m u c h less s u r p a s s M i s s O ' M a l l e y ( M r s . 
F a r r a g h e r ) . N o r h a v e M e s s r s R a t t i g a n a n d 
M c D e r m o t t eve r b e e n e c l i p s e d as h u m o u r i s t s or 
voca l i s t s by t h e i r s u c c e s s o r s o n t h e a m a t e u r s tage . 
T h e p ipe r J i m O ' R o u r k e (or G r o u r k e ) w a s 
u n d o u b t e d l y a v e r s a t i l e m u s i c a l g e n i u s , a n d a 
c o m p e t e n t p e r f o r m e r on s e v e r a l i n s t r u m e n t s 
i n c l u d i n g t h e v i o l i n , f l u t e a n d b a g p i p e s . I h a v e h e a r d 
t h e n u m b e r of t u n e s he c o u l d p lay f r o m m e m o r y bu t 
f o r g e t t h e exac t t o ta l j us t n o w . It w a s s o m e t h i n g 
w o n d e r f u l . M r . J o h n M c N a m a r a is t h e o n l y o n e I 
k n o w at w h o s e f i n g e r t i p s a re a l l t h e p a r t i c u l a r s 
r e l a t i n g to t h e f a m o u s J i m , a b o u t w h o m he c a n ree l 
of f a n c e d o t e s by t h e sco re . M o s t of h is m u s i c a l M S S . , 
J i m , w h e n d y i n g b e q u e a t h e d to M r . M c N a m a r a , t h e 
o n l y o n e of h i s a q u a i n t a n c e s m o s t l i ke ly t o a p p r e c i a t e 
t h e g i f t . M r . J a m e s T r e s t o n , t oo , has n e v e r lost t h e 
o ld k e e n i n t e r e s t i n a l l t h i n g s m u s i c a l , l i t e ra ry a n d 
d r a m a t i c . c , . „ 

M. F. Waldron 
Reprinted with kind permission of the 'Mayo 
News'. (August 13th. 1927) 

EDWARD WEBB 
H i g h C l a s s V i c t u a l l e r 

• • • 

Prime Beef & Mutton 
Choice Lamb as in Season 
Turkeys & Hams to Order 

Beefburgers & Puddings Fresh Daily 
Catering for D e e p Freeze 

• • • 

MAIN STREET - BALLYHAUNIS 

Telephone: 3. 

Test ycur W i t * . . . . 
Twenty Cryptic Clues to local people and places compiled By Michael Glynn 

1. Weighty addit ion to pointed principal. (8) 
2. Mother not outside lead street. (4) 
3. Might Lady Godiva take s o m e refreshment here. (3), (5), (5), (3) 
4. You might be charged with manslaughter for announcing your intention of 

going there. (8) 
5. A small trip to there by the sound of it. (7) 
6. Chinese moved quickly; he w a s in Knock to greet the Pope. (5) 
7. A little sparkler in the town. (3), (3) 
8. The quality of this is not strained up the hill. (5) 
9. The girls gets an exclamation for the Magazine. (5) 
10. Good meat producing area by the sound of it. (5) 
11 . Two man partnership in the Meat-Business . (5) 
12. Sounds like they might have greasy fingers. (6) 
13. Used to own a donkey in song: he now provides alternative energy. (7) 
14. A relaxing place to spend you metal greenback. (6), (6) 
15. No orchards there but a fruity place just the same. (11) 
16. A location fit for an Irish King. (8) 
17. Argumentative chap; making clothes in 17. (8) 
18. Lucky place to enjoy a drink; might even find a farrier there. (9) 
19. D o e s it br ighten up Knox St.? (7) 
20 . MORE LAY DIFFERENTLY FOR EDITOR. (7) 
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C. GARVEY MORAN 
School Supplies 

K n o x Street B a l l y h a u n i s 
School Rooks - School Stationery - Art Materials - Educational Aids 

Cards for every occasion 
P h o n e B a l l y h a u n i s 79 

For all your Travel Requirements contact 

DILLON'S TRAVEL AGENCY 
B a l l y h a u n i s 

For all Fancy Goods, Wedding Gifts. - Paints, Wallpapers etc. 

JOHN DILLON & SONS LTD. 
A g e n t f o r F i r s t N a t i o n a l B u i l d i n g S o c i e t y 

The Square, Ballyhaunis 
Phone: 2 1 - 2 6 9 

For experience, efficiency, 
and a friendly 

personal service. 

Bank cflreiana 
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Pennies Make Pounds £.H*t>C 
"Irish Independent" Special Representative 

S o m e p e o p l e a re t h r i f t y b y n a t u r a l i n s t i n c t , s o m e 
b y h a b i t a n d u p b r i n g i n g a n d o t h e r s , n o d o u b t , b y 
e n v o i r o n m e n t . N o b o d y c o u l d c a l l t h e p e o p l e o f 
B a l l y h a u n i s n i g g a r d l y o r p a r s i m o n i o u s , b u t t h e r e 
c a n b e n o d o u b t a b o u t t h e i r t h r i f t i n e s s , i n w h i c h 
t h e y c a n c l a i m t o h o l d s o m e t h i n g o f a r e c o r d . 

For ha l f a c e n t u r y t h e t o w n has h a d a r e p u t a t i o n fo r 
t h r i f t , b a c k e d by f a c t s a n d f i g u r e s t h a t has m a r k e d it 
o u t a m o n g t he t o w n s of I r e l and . M o r e t h a n 4 0 y e a r s 
ago q u e s t i o n s w e r e asked in t h e B r i t i s h H o u s e of 
C o m m o n s a b o u t t h e s a v i n g s hab i t in B a l l y h a u n i s . 
M e m b e r s of P a r l i m e n t , a n x i o u s t o e n c o u r a g e Post 
O f f i ce S a v i n g s a c c o u n t s , w a n t e d to k n o w w h y a l i t t l e 
I r i sh t o w n of w h i c h t h e y h a d neve r h e a r d b e f o r e , 
s h o u l d s h o w b igge r d e p o s i t s fo r i ts size t h a n a n y 
o t h e r t o w n in H is M a j e s t y ' s r e a l m . 

If t h e t h e n C h a n c e l l o r of t h e E x c h e q u e r w a s ab le t o 
g ive a s a t i s f a c t o r y e x p l a n a t i o n , n o o n e c a n r e m e m b e r 
it. P robab ly o u r o w n M i n i s t e r f o r F i n a n c e w o u l d be 
u n a b l e to go b e y o n d a p l a i n s t a t e m e n t of f ac t t oday , 
for B a l l y h a u n i s , if it has s i n c e d r o p p e d b e h i n d 
s o m e w h a t s t i l l s h o w s i tsel f to be a f i r m be l i eve r of t h e 
s l o g a n " S a v e fo r S e c u r i t y " . 

W h y t h e t o w n s h o u l d be m o r e t h r i f t y t h a n o t h e r s 
has a l w a y s b e e n s o m e t h i n g of a puzz le fo r b a n k e r s , 
b u s i n e s s m e n a n d Post O f f i ce a c c o u n t a n t s . T h e r e a re 
p l a u s i b l e t h e o r i e s a p l e n t y , b u t no s i n g l e o n e of t h e m 
p r o v i d e s t h e c o m p l e t e a n s w e r . 

" I t is a m a t t e r of g e n e r a l i n t e r e s t t o t h e m , " is a 
p u n s t e r s e x p l a n a t i o n w h i c h is as g o o d as a n y o t h e r . 
T h e p e o p l e of B a l l y h a u n i s a n d t h e a rea a r o u n d it h a v e 
f o u n d o u t at a n y ra te t h a t p e n n i e s m a k e p o u n d s , a n d 
if t h e sec re t s of o r d i n a r y bank a c c o u n t s a re l ocked in 
B a n k M a n a g e r s b o s o m s , t h e r e is n o sec re t a b o u t t h e 
fac t t h a t p r u d e n t d e p o s i t o r s s t i l l g i ve t h e t o w n a 
l e a d i n g a n d r e s p e c t e d p lace in t h e l e d g e r s of t h e Post 
O f f i c e S a v i n g s Bank . 

M r . J o h n D i l l o n - L e e t c h , so l i c i t o r , t o l d m e 
s o m e t h i n g of h o w B a l l y h a u n i s f i r s t e a r n e d i ts 
r e p u t a t i o n . In a n abs t rac t of Post O f f i c e s a v i n g s 
a c c o u n t s i n t h e c o u n t y for 1 9 0 7 , he p o i n t e d o u t 
w h e r e t h e t o w n h a d 8 7 5 a c c o u n t s f o r t h e loca l P.O. in 
t h a t year , r e p r e s e n t i n g a to ta l of £ 3 9 , 1 9 3 o n depos i t . 

T h e a m o u n t w a s m a n y t h o u s a n d s of p o u n d s 
g rea te r , I s a w t h a n t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g f i g u r e s fo r 
m u c h b igge r t o w n s l ike Cas t l eba r , B a l l i n a a n d 
W e s t p o r t , a n d r e p r e s e n t e d in p r o p o r t i o n t o 
p o p u l a t i o n f i g u r e s , t h e h i g h e s t s a v i n g ra te in I r e l a n d . 
It w a s n o t e d t h a t i n t h e c o u r s e of 2 5 y e a r s , t h e 
a m o u n t o n depos i t h a d j u m p e d f r o m a m e r e £ 3 , 1 7 7 . 

T h o s e w e r e t h e y e a r s , a c c o r d i n g t o M r . D i l l o n -
L e e t c h , w h e n t h e rea l peak of p r o s p e r i t y w a s r e a c h e d 
in t h e t o w n a n d n e i g h b o u r h o o d . T h e L a n d L e a g u e , 
l a u n c h e d in n e a r b y I r i s h t o w n , h a d at last g i v e n t h e 
peop le f i x i t y of t e n u r e a n d f a i r r e n t s a n d t h e n e w 
s e c u r i t y w a s r e f l e c t e d in a p r o s p e r i t y t h a t h a d no t 
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b e e n k n o w n b e f o r e . P o s s i b l y i t w a s t h e 
r e m e m b e r a n c e of ev i l t i m e s , c o u p l e d w i t h a c e r t a i n 
a n x i e t y f o r t h e f u t u r e , t h a t m a d e so m a n y peop le 
a c q u i r e t h e i r s a v i n g s h a b i t s t h e n . 

A m a n w h o t h i n k s h i s n a t i v e t o w n has no t m a d e 
t h e p r o g r e s s it m i g h t d u r i n g t h e pas t 5 0 y e a r s is Dr. 
M i c h a e l F. W a l d r o n , B.A., D.Li t t . , o n e of C o n n a c h t s 
l e a d i n g h i s t o r i a n s a n d d i s t i n g u i s h e d a u t h o r i t y o n a l l 
m a t t e r s a n t i q u a r i a n . 

"F i f t y y e a r s a g o , " h e reca l l s , " t h e t o w n h a d a boot 
a n d c l o g f a c t o r y a n d t h e r e w a s a l so w e a v i n g a n d 
f u r n i t u r e m a k i n g . W e h a d f i ve b a k e r i e s f l o u r i s h i n g in 
t h e t o w n t h e n , a p a r t f r o m t h r e e o r f o u r 
c o n f e c t i o n e r y s h o p s * It is a c u r i o u s fac t t h a t w e rtave 
no t a s i n g l e bake ry in t h e t o w n t o d a y a n d have t o 
d e p e n d o n t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g t o w n s fo r o u r s u p p l i e s . 
T h e r e h a v e b e e n m a n y c h a n g e s in t h e t o w n a n d 
m a n y of t h e o l d f i r m s h a v e g o n e o u t of b u s i n e s s . 

T h e t o w n ' s soc ia l l i fe , a c c o r d i n g t o Dr. W a l d r o n , is 
no t t o be c o m p a r e d w i t h t h a t of a h a l f - c e n t u r y ago . 
He reca l l s w i t h p r i d e t h a t t h e f i r s t M a y o C o u n t y Feis 
w h i c h w a s a t t e n d e d by Dr. D o u g l a s Hyde a n d Padra ic 
Pearse , w a s h e l d t h e r e in 1 9 0 3 , a n d t h a t h e h i m s e l f is 
o n e of t h e f e w s u r v i v i n g m e m b e r s of i ts o r g a n i s i n g 
c o m m i t t e e . 

Reprinted with kind permission from the 'Irish 
Independent'. 

Ryans V.G. 
Supermarket 

Main St. - Ballyhaunis 
**» 

"Shop with the BIG one" 

Extra space for shopping comfort 
Huge selection and variety 

Most modern refrigeration to 
ensure freshness and quality 



ABBEY 
DRY CLEANERS 

Ballyhaunis 
• • • 

4 - H O U R S E R V I C E 

• • • 

'Speed and Efficiency is our motto' 

Prop: William Nestor 

T e l e p h o n e : 264. 

Thomas Donnellan 
Clare Street 

* • • 
C A R P E N T E R & U N D E R T A K E R 

Motor Funeral Service - Day or Night 

• • • 

Agent for Fcclcy & Sons , 
Monumenta l Sculptors 

Te lephone : Ba l l yhaun is 45 

CURLEY'S 
J e w e l l e r y 

a n d 

C o s m e t i c s 
• • * 

Trophies a Speciality 

B r i d g e S t r e e t & U p p e r M a i n S t r e e t 

B A L L Y H A U N I S 

Te lephones : 110 & 32 

wmmmmmmmmmmmmm$m»uimmK$mmm 

FLYNN'S MACE 
SUPERMARKET 

• • • 

Where Value & Courtesy 
are assured at all times 

• • • 

T e l e p h o n e : Ba l l yhaun i s 172 
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SOUNDINGS Yearly reports from some of the organisations and clubs in the town. 

B A L L Y H A U N I S F .C. 
P r ide of p l a c e in t h e B a l l y h a u n i s S o c c e r C l u b , o n 

t h e 1 9 7 9 - ' 8 0 s e a s o n goes to o u r Y o u t h s s i de w h o 
w o n t h e Q u i g l e y C u p fo r t h e f i r s t t i m e ever . T h e y bea t 
S w i n f o r d i n t h e f i n a l 2 - 1 . J e r e m y D e e s c o r e d b o t h 
goa l s . T h e S e n i o r s ide h a d a m e d i o c r e s e a s o n 
f i n i s h i n g m i d w a y u p t h e t ab le . T h e y a g a i n kep t t h e i r 
bes t d i s p l a y s fo r t h e T u o h y C u p a n d w e r e u n l u c k y t o 
go o u t i n t h e S e m i - F i n a l b e a t e n 2 -1 by C r u s a d e r s . 

T r a i n i n g is eve ry T u e s d a y a n d T h u r s d a y n i g h t i n 
t h e C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l a n d n e w m e m b e r s a re a l w a y s 
w e l c o m e . 

The C l u b s O f f i c e r s a re : -
P r e s i d e n t : Sgt W. C u r r a n 
V i c e - P r e s . A l f H u d s o n 
C h a i r m a n : T o m C r i b b i n 
S e c r e t a r y : M i c h a e l Da ly 
T r e a s u r e r : J o e G r e e n e 
C a p t a i n : C l a r e n c e G r o g a n 
M a n a g e r : E u g e n e C u l l u m . 

A P O S T O L I C W O R K E R S 

P r e s i d e n t : M i s s M a e M o y l e s 
V i c e - P r e s . M r s . T. F i n n . 
S e c r e t a r y : M r s . B r i d i e B r e n n a n 
T r e a s u r e r : M r s . B. B y r n e 

T h e A p o s t o l i c W o r k e r s h a d a very s u c c e s s f u l year 
d u r i n g w h i c h t h e y m a d e seve ra l se ts of v e s t m e n t s 
a n d lo ts of o t h e r m i s s i o n a r y r e q u i r e m e n t s . A l l 
m e m b e r s a t t e n d e d t h e v ig i l a t K n o c k o n J u n e 1 3 t h . 
w h i c h w a s spec i a l l y o r g a n i s e d fo r A p o s t o l i c W o r k e r s . 
T h e v i g i l w a s g i v e n by Fr. M a r t i n O ' C o n n o r C . C , 
C a s t l e b a r a n d Fr. J o y c e , a m i s s i o n a r y p r i es t h o m e on 
h o l i d a y s . 
Th i s w a s f o l l o w e d by a ve r y s u c c e s s f u l e x h i b i t i o n in 
J u l y . T h e apos to l i c w o r k e r s w o u l d l ike n e w ac t ive and 
h o n o u r a r y m e m b e r s a n d a n y b o d y c a n b e c o m e an 
h o n o u r a r y m e m b e r by c o n t r i b u t i n g £ 1 . 0 0 per 
a n n u m . 

B r i d i e B r e n n a n 

Recipients of the Golden & Silver Pioneer Pins presented by Fr. Costelloe in St. Patrick's Parish 
Church earlier this year. 
Back: James McLoughlin, Ann Lynch, Tom Finn. Fr. P.O. Costelloe, P.P., Paddy Connell. Mr. & 
Mrs. Charlie Philips, Michael McLoughlin. 
Front: Nora Biesty, Mr. & Mrs. Michael Byrne. Mr. & Mrs. Tom Fitzmorris, Bridgit McLoughlin. 
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BOY S C O U T S 1 9 7 9 - 8 0 4 t h . MAYO BALLYHAUNIS G.A.A. CLUB 1 9 8 0 
For t h e S c o u t s , t h e big e v e n t of 1 9 7 9 w a s t h e t r i p t o 

R o m e a n d S w i t z e r l a n d in J u l y . B u t t h a t t r i p lef t i ts 
p r o b l e m s , no t t h e leas t of w h i c h w a s t h a t it cos t t h e 
t r o o p a l m o s t t w i c e as m u c h as w a s p r o j e c t e d . B u t by 
m e a n s of t h e u s u a l ac t i v i t i e s - w e e k l y 2 5 d r i v e s , t h e 
S i l ve r C i rc le , Sa le of W o r k , C h r i s t m a s Ra f f l e , B o b - a -
J o b a n d t h e Big W a l k , t h e lost m o n e y w a s r e g a i n e d by 
Easter 1 9 8 0 . Th i s , of c o u r s e w o u l d h a v e b e e n 
i m p o s s i b l e w i t h o u t t h e g e n e r o u s i t y of y o u , t h e peop le 
of t h e a rea . G o r a i b h m i l e m h a i t h a g a i b h . 

O n 5 t h J u n e t h i s year b u i l d i n g o n t h e n e w s e c t i o n s 
of t h e D e n b e g a n , u n d e r t h e G o v e r n m e n t s ' Y o u t h 
E m p l o y m e n t S c h e m e . A n e w d i n i n g ha l l at t h e back, 
w h i c h w i l l be u s e d to sea t p e o p l e fo r t h e v a r i o u s 
d i n n e r s t h a t t ake p lace t h r o u g h o u t t h e year a n d a 
n e w t h r e e s t o r e y f r o n t w h i c h w i l l i n c l u d e a m e e t i n g 
r o o m fo r t h e v a r i o u s o r g a n i s a t i o n s w h i c h u s e t h e 
D e n to h o l d m e e t i n g s a n d a S c o u t r o o m fo r t h e S c o u t 
M e e t i n g s , a re b o t h n e a r i n g c o m p l e t i o n . W o r k o n t h e 
e x t e n s i o n , t h o u g h it w a s h e l d back d u e to b a d 
w e a t h e r d u r i n g t h e s u m m e r , is n o w p r o g r e s s i n g 
rap id ly . 

A n o t h e r ac t i v i t y h a m p e r e d by t h e bad w e a t h e r 
w a s t h e s u m m e r c a m p . The t r o o p c a m p e d fo r a 
f o r t n i g h t i n D e r r y n a m e , Ke r ry , nex t t o t h e h o m e of 
Dan ie l O ' C o n n e l l . For t h e f i r s t w e e k it p o u r e d r a i n 
a l m o s t n o n - s t o p . W e had a f e w f i n e t r a i l s a n d h a r e 
a n d h o u n d s , b u t no t m u c h c o u l d be d o n e a n d 
g e n e r a l l y it w a s d e p r e s s i n g . T h e s e c o n d w e e k w a s 
m u c h be t te r . T h e w e a t h e r c l e a r e d up , a n d t h e s u n 
f i na l l y s h o n e t h r o u g h . W e w e n t s w i m m i n g , h i l l 
c l i m b i n g , a n d t r e k k i n g . T h r e e s c o u t s , S e a m u s 
M c G i n g , D o m i n i c k S t a n l e y , a l o n g w i t h H u g h 
C a m p b e l l c l i m b e d t h e t h r e e h i g h e s t p e a k s in I r e l a n d . 
C a r r a u n t o h i l l , B e e n b e r a g h a n d Caha r . A pa t ro l f r o m 
B a l l i n l o u g h a n d o n e f r o m Cas t l e rea c a m p e d w i t h us . 
W e had i n t e r - p a t r o l c o m p e t i t i o n s in spo r t a n d 
cook ing . B a l l i n l o u g h t o o u r d i s g u s t w o n t h e spo r t 
w h i l e one of o u r p a t r o l s w o n t h e c o o k i n g . W e v i s i t e d 
t he h o u s e w h e r e D a n i e l O ' C o n n e l l l i ved - D e r r y n a m e 
House . It is f u l l of m o m e n t o e s a n d f a c t s a b o u t t h e 
'L ibera to r ' . Bu t a t r i p t o K i l l a r n e y h a d to be c a n c e l l e d 
w h e n t h e b u s b roke d o w n . W e c a m e h o m e o n 
Sa tu rday 2 6 t h J u l y , a f te r a f o r t n i g h t w h i c h c o u l d n ' t 
be desc r i bed as t h e g r e a t e s t c a m p t h e 4 t h M a y o ever 
had. 

M e e t i n g s res ta r t i n S e p t e m b e r . N e w l e a d e r s w e r e 
appo in ted , a n d w e p l a n to h a v e m o r e h i kes , w e e k e n d 
camps , o v e r n i g h t h i k e s a n d o t h e r ac t i v i t i e s t h a n it 
w a s poss ib le to h a v e t h i s yea r 

L E A D E R S : 
U n i t Leade r : S e a m u s D u r k a n 
S c o u t M a s t e r : H u g h C a m p b e l l 
A s s i s t a n t S . M . M i c h a e l La f fey 
Senior Patro l Leaders : 
Br ian L o u g h r a n e 
Br ian M a r r i n a n 
Seamus M c G i n g 
J o h n F i tzgera ld ( W r i t e r of t h i s A r t i c l e ) 

1 9 8 0 h a s no t b e e n t h e m o s t s u c c e s s f u l fo r t h e 
c l u b . O u r J u n i o r t e a m r e a c h e d t h e f i n a l of t h e C a n o n 
H e n r y C u p b u t lost by o n e p o i n t to K i l t i m a g h . In t h e 
J u n i o r C h a m p i o n s h i p t h e y w e r e d e f e a t e d in a p lay off 
by A u g h a m o r e . 

The I n t e r m e d i a t e s ide p r o m i s e d m u c h bu t w e r e 
b e a t e n in t h e f i r s t r o u n d of t h e C h a m p i o n s h i p bu t 
s e e m s I a s s u r e d of a p lace in t h e l e a g u e s e m i - f i n a l . 

A g a i n w e w e r e s u c c e s s f u l i n u n d e r a g e f i e l ds . W e 
f i e l d e d u n d e r 1 0 , u n d e r 1 2 , N a t i o n a l S c h o o l , U 13 , U 
1 4 , U 1 5 , U 16 , U 18 a n d U 2 1 ; r e a c h i n g t h e U - 1 4 
N a t i o n a l S c h o o l s f i n a l a n d U - 1 8 f i n a l as w e l l as U - 1 2 , 
U - 1 4 , a n d U - 1 6 s e m i - f i n a l s . 

M a j o r d e v e l o p m e n t h a s t a k e n p lace t o o u r g r o u n d s , 
w i t h t h e h e l p of t h e T e m p o r a r y Y o u t h E m p l o y m e n t 
S c h e m e . A t p r e s e n t p r e p a r a t i o n s have b e e n m a d e to 
p r o v i d e a base fo r c o v e r e d a c c o m m o d a t i o n o n t h e 
s i d e l i n e . A s i te h a d b e e n m a d e a v a i l a b l e t o t h e loca l 
H a n d b a l l C l u b f o r a h a n d b a l l a l l ey a n d t h e G.A .A . 
C l u b h a s a l so m a d e p r o v i s i o n s fo r t h e b u i l d i n g of 
S q u a s h C o u r t s w h i c h w i l l a d d to t h e s p o r t i n g 
f a c i l i t i e s a v a i l a b l e t o t h e y o u t h a n d a d u l t s of t h e a rea . 

A m a j o r u n d e r t a k i n g by t h e C l u b in t h e c o m i n g year 
w i l l be t h e t r i p t o A m e r i c a in A p r i l 1 9 8 1 . The c l u b 
h o p e s t o v i s i t N e w York , B o s t o n a n d P h i l a d e l p h i a . A s 
a n a d d e d a t t r a c t i o n f o r t h e t o w n , B a l l y h a u n i s has 
b e e n s e l e c t e d as t h e v e n u e fo r t h e M a y o - A n t r i m 
N a t i o n a l Foo tba l l L e a g u e g a m e in Feb rua ry . 

Officers 
President: A u s t i n G r o g a n 
Vice-Pres ident : M i c k O ' C o n n e l l 
Chairman: J o h n P r e n t y 
Secretary: A n t o O ' M a l l e y 
Vice-Chairman: A i d a n Ke l l y 
Treasurer: Paddy R y a n . 

J o h n Prenty 

BRIDGE CLUB 1 9 8 0 / 8 1 
T h e A . G . M . w a s h e l d in t h e C e n t r a l Ho te l o n t h e 

1 2 t h of S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 8 0 . 
T h e f o l l o w i n g w e r e t h e o f f i c e r s e l e c t e d f o r 1 9 8 0 / 8 1 : 

President: M r s . R o s a l e e n D w a n e 
Captain: M r s . Cai t D i l l o n 
Vice Captain: M r . Leo F i t zpa t r i ck 
Hon. S e c . M r s . C o r r a i n e F la te ly 
Treasurer: M r . F rank L o u g h r a n 
Tournament Director: M r s . A n g e l a J o y c e 
A s s . Tournament Dir. M r s . M a r y H. O ' C o n n o r 
C o m m i t t e e : M r s . M . H i g g i n s , M i s s M a e M o y l e s , 
M r s . T. L a u g h r a n , M r s . D o l o r o u s J o r d a n 

By u n a n i m o u s c o n s e n t Dr. W a l d r o n w a s m a d e a n 
h o n o r a r y m e m b e r of t h e c l u b . 

T h e C a p t a i n M r s . C. D i l l o n w i s h e d Dr. W a l d r o n a 
l o n g a n d h a p p y r e t i r e m e n t 

Page 27 



SOUNDINGS 
JUNIOR CHAMBER BALLYHAUNIS 

A n e v e n t f u l year f o r J u n i o r C h a m b e r b e g a n w i t h 
t h e A n n u a l N e w Year ' s Ba l l i n t h e S c o u t s D e n . 

" A n n a g h M a g a z i n e 1 9 7 9 " w a s o f f i c i a l l y l a u n c h e d 
in t h e C e n t r a l Ho te l a n d f e a t u r e d o n R.T.E. t e l e v i s i o n . 

A C o m m u n i t y W e e k w a s h e l d in M a y , t h i s i n c l u d e d 
a n i n d u s t r i a l p a r a d e a n d seve ra l o t h e r e v e n t s w h i c h 
p r o v e d to be ve r y s u c c e s s f u l . 

In a j o i n t e f f o r t w i t h t h e G.A .A . J u n i o r C h a m b e r 
organised a fund-raising project - 'The Ballyhaunis 
Mayor'. 

In October, the debating team w e r e o n c e again 
success fu l in winning the All-Ireland Debating Final 
in Waterford 

Officers 
Pres ident: S i o b h a i n O ' C o n n o r 
Vice Pres. M i c h a e l G r i f f i n 
Treasurer: A n n O ' D w y e r 
P.R.O. Ri ta L u n d o n 
Secretary: Geraldine Garrett (Knock Rd.) 

WESTERN CARE OUR SPECIAL PEOPLE 

T h e A s s o c i a t i o n of t h e M e n t a l l y H a n d i c a p p e d is 
n o w e l e v e n y e a r s in e x s i s t e n c e . In t h a t t i m e a t o ta l of 
16 c e n t r e s h a v e b e e n o p e n e d in t h e C o u n t y t o p r o v i d e 
a w i d e r a n g e of spec ia l i s t s e r v i c e s c o v e r i n g a l l age 
g r o u p s . The A n n u a l c o u n t y c o l l e c t i o n g o e s t o w a r d s 
t h e u p k e e p of t h o s e c e n t r e s - last year t h e f i g u r e w a s 
£ 5 , 2 6 6 . 0 0 , t h i s year , t h a n k s to t h e m a g n i f i c e n t 
r e s p o n s e of t h e peop le of B a l l y h a u n i s , A u g h a m o r e , 
B e k a n a n d T o r e e n , w e h o p e to e x c e e d t h e £ 6 , 0 0 0 
mark . In a d d i t i o n t o t h e a n n u a l c o l l e c t i o n , 
A u g h a m o r e a n d T o o r e e n h a v e c o n t r i b u t e d 
£ 1 , 0 5 0 . 4 6 - p r o c e e d s of soc ia l s , r a f f l e s e tc . w h i c h 
s h o w s t h e g r o w i n g a w a r e n e s s of t h e g r e a t n e e d 
t he re is to he lp t h e p l i g h t of t h o s e in o u r c o m m u n i t y 
w h o c a n n o t speak for t h e m s e l v e s - o u r m e n t a l l y 
h a n d i c a p p e d . 

The loca l M . H. Soc ia l has n o w b e c o m e a ve r y 
spec ia l o c c a s i o n , w h e n c o l l e c t o r s , w o r k e r s a n d 
f r i e n d s c a n m e e t fo r a soc ia l e v e n i n g . He re I w o u l d 
l ike to take t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o t h a n k a l l t h o s e p e o p l e 
and a lso t h e pub l i c w h o have c o n t r i b u t e d so 
g e n e r o u s l y to t h e c o l l e c t i o n . 

H o w e v e r , w e w o u l d l i ke to see s o m e e f f o r t b e i n g 
made to m a k e o u r y o u n g e r p e o p l e - at p r i m a r y a n d 
secondary s c h o o l leve l - m o r e a w a r e of t h e m e n t a l l y 
h a n d i c a p p e d a n d p e r h a p s in t h e c o m i n g year it m a y 
be poss ib le t o s h o w a f i l m d e a l i n g w i t h t h i s s u b j e c t -
our spec ia l peop le . 

Officers: 
Chairman: Dr. T.B. Joyce 
V. Chairman: J o e By rne 
Secretary: M r s . H. O ' D w y e r 
Treasurer: Rev. D. W a l s h 
Delega te s to Western Care Counci l : 
Berna rd F reyne , E a m o n n Hea ly 

H. O ' D w y e r 

BALLYHAUNIS & DISTRICT G U N CLUB 
T h e 6 t h of J a n u a r y , 1 9 8 0 w a s i n d e e d a co ld ye t d r y 

day ; b u t t h e l a rge a t t e n d a n c e a t t h e N e w Year Clay 
B i rd s h o o t w a s c e r t a i n l y a n i n d i c a t i o n t h a t t h e 
s h o o t i n g k i n a re no t a f r a i d to b rave t h e e l e m e n t s o n 
o c c a s i o n s s u c h as t h i s . O n t h e 1 1 t h . J a n u a r y , 1 9 8 0 
Clay B i r d e n t h u s i a s t s f r o m al l ove r C o n n a c h t 
g a t h e r e d a t t h e S c o u t H a l l , B a l l y h a u n i s a n d as a 
r e s u l t of t h i s g a t h e r i n g t h e C o n n a c h t Clay B i rd 
A s s o c i a t i o n w a s b o r n . O n e of t h e d e s i c i o n s of t ha t 
m e e t i n g w a s t h a t B a l l y h a u n i s be t h e c e n t r a l 
D.T.L. g r o u n d s in C o n n a c h t f o r c h a m p i o n s h i p s h o o t s . 
Th i s dec i s ions w a s ve r y m u c h to t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n of 
o u r c l u b m e m b e r s b u t i n v o l v e d e n o r m o u s ( expenses 
in t h e p u r c h a s e of e l e c t r i c t r a p s etc . M e m b e r s of o u r 
c l u b rose t o t h e o c c a s i o n a n d m a d e g e n e r o u s 
f i n a n c i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s . Th i s , t o g e t h e r w i t h p roceeds 
of t h e ra f f l e , r e n d e r e d it poss i b l e t o p u r c h a s e No. 2 
a u t o m a t i c H i g h F l ier T r a p s . T h e c l u b a l so bu i l t n e w 
t r a p h o u s e s a n d p l a n t o b u i l d t o i l e t s a n d s h e l t e r s 
d u r i n g t h e c o m i n g year . 

O n t h e 9 t h M a r c h t h e c l u b he ld i ts f i r s t 1 0 0 b i rd 
s h o o t ; i n A p r i l t h e i n te r c l u b t e a m s h o o t a n d Nov ice 
s h o o t ; i n A u g u s t t h e A n n u a l s h o o t ; 1 0 0 b i r d a n d t e m a 
s h o o t is p l a n n e d fo r N o v e m b e r . The c l u b d i n n e r 
d a n c e t ook p lace o n 2 9 t h O c t o b e r i n C h u r c h f i e l d 
H o u s e Ho te l . O t h e r a c t i v i t i e s of t h e c l u b d u r i n g 1 9 8 0 
i n c l u d e d t h e r e a r i n g a n d re lease of p h e a s a n t , t h e 
w i n t e r f e e d i n g of w i l d b i r d s a n d c o n t r o l of v e r m i n . 
D e s p i t e t h e b u s y s c h e d u l e of e v e n t s m e m b e r s f o u n d 
t i m e t o p r e p a r e a f l oa t fo r t h e J u n i o r C h a m b e r M a y 
Parade . W e h o p e t h a t t h e c l u b s M o t t o p a i n t e d o n t h e 
f l oa t le f t n o - o n e in d o u b t t h a t B a l l y h a u n i s & D is t r i c t 
G u n C l u b a re g u a r d i a n s of W i l d l i f e f o r g e n e r a t i o n s to 
c o m e . 

Officers 
President: E a m o n n B u r k e 
Chairman: J o e N o l a n 
Secretary: L i a m L y o n s 
Treasurer: J o h n K i l du f f 
P.R.O. Pa t r i ck B. W a l d r o n 
G r o u n d s Managers : M a r t i n C u n n a n e & G. Coyne 
Vice Chairman: T o m W a l d r o n L i a m L y o n s 

Y O U N G FINE GAEL 

E v i d e n c e of t h e v a r i e t y of t h e B r a n c h w a s 
c o n t a i n e d in t h e l a rge n u m b e r w h o a t t e n d e d t h e A r d 
Fhe i s i n A p r i l . T h e b r a n c h w a s ac t i ve in s e c u r i n g 
s i g n a t u r e s loca l l y f o r a n a t i o n a l p e t i t i o n o n t h e repea l 
of t h e l a w o n i l l e g i t i m a c y a n d in a s s i s t i n g t h e Local 
B r a n c h w i t h i ts a c t i v i t i e s . 

Officers 
President: A n d r e w M o r g a n 
V / President: M a r t i n a G r o g a n 
Chairperson: M a r y H e n e g h a n 
V / Chairperson: M a r g a r e t W a l d r o n 
Secretary: J o h n F i t zge ra ld 
Recording S e c . M a r i e R u a n e 
Treasurers: M i c h a e l Da ly & J o h n D i l l o n - L e e t c h 
Organiser & P.R.O. P a u l i n e G a l l a g h e r 
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SOUNDINGS 

Jack Halpin's 
Lounge Bar 

Telephone: 12 

JOHN O'BRIEN 
A u c t i o n e e r & V a l u e r 

* * • 

Agent for the.... 

E d u c a t i o n a l B u i l d i n g S o c i e t y 

Main Street - Ballyhaunis 

T e l e p h o n e : 88. 

with us 

Ulster Bank 
the friendly bank 

B A L L Y H A U N I S B R A N C H 
Abbey Street, Telephone 49 

Manager : Jerry Murray 
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SOUNDINGS 

People turned out in their hundreds to welcome AnTaoiseach, Mr. Charles J . Haughey. during 
his recent visit to Ballyhaunis. Here w e see him being greeted by Mr. and Mrs. J im Cunniffe and 
Mrs. Nuala Murphy. 

FIANNA FAIL 
1 9 8 0 w a s a busy and eventful year for the party 

in B a l l y h a u n i s . It b e g a n w i t h a S p e c i a l 
Presentat ions Funct ion held in the Horse S h o e Inn, 
to ce lebrate t h e e levat ion of Mr. S e a n Calleary t o 
Minister of S t a t e at t h e D e p a r t m e n t of Labour and 
the Public Serv i ce and t o mark the ret irement of 
Mr. Pat R e g a n a s t h e Chairman of t h e Comhair le 
Ceanntair. This w a s f o l l o w e d by t h e Annual Dinner 
held in Churchfield H o u s e , g u e s t speaker being Mr. 
Tom Hussey , Minister of S t a t e for Agriculture. In 
June a farewell soc ia l w a s held in the Horse S h o e 
Inn for former C u m m a n Chairman, Dr. E.A. 
Waldron. Happily, th is funct ion w a s a t t e n d e d by 
many people of a different political persuas ion! 

The highlight of t h e year w a s undoubted ly t h e 
visit of An T a o i s e a c h , Mr. Charles J . H a u g h e y , t o 
Ballyhaunis. A c c o m p a n i e d by Mr. P.J. M o r l e y T . D . 
and other highranking Fianna Fail representa t ives 
Mr. Haughey vis i ted t h e C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l 
where, before being c o n d u c t e d through the s c h o o l 
by the principal, Mr. Eddie Thornton, h e w a s 
presented wi th a specia l ly bound and inscribed 
volume of the s c h o o l year book publ icat ions t o 
date. Mr. Haughey a l so vis i ted Halal Meat Packers 
where he w a s s h o w n e laborate p lans fof future 
expansion and w a s c o n d u c t e d through the plant by 
the Managing Director of the firm, Mr. Rafique. At 
a special party m e e t i n g in t h e Central Hotel Mr. 
Haughey addressed a capac i ty c r o w d of e l ec t ion 
workers and supporters and this w a s f o l l o w e d by 
a walk around on Main S tree t . 

Interest and activity c o n t i n u e d at a high level 
among youth m e m b e r s in C o i s t e Ogra. January 
saw the culminat ion of their s u c c e s s f u l Essay 
Competit ion, the Sen ior S e c t i o n being w o n by 
Miss Mary Guilfoyle and t h e Junior S e c t i o n by 
Miss Maria Campbel l . The Chairman and secretary 

a t t e n d e d t h e Ard Fheis in February; t h e former a lso 
a t tending t h e National Youth C o n f e r e n c e held in 
Limerick in April. C o i s t e Ogra m e m b e r s w e r e a l so 
act ive ly involved in making preparat ions for the 
T a o i s e a c h ' s visit t o Bal lyhaunis . 

BALLYHAUNIS COMHAIRLE CEANNTAIR F.F. 
President: Pat R e g a n 
C h a i r m a n : M i c h a e l S m y t h 
V i c e Chairman: J . Carty 
H o n . Sec . A n t o O ' M a l l e y 

K n o c k Rd. Ballyhaunis 
J o i n t H o n . T r e a s . Paddo Cunningham 
P .R.O. MichaelWaldron 
D e l e g a t e s t o Da i l C e a n n t a i r : J o h n T. O ' D w y e r , 
S e a m u s O ' B o y l e , A u s t i n B ies t y , A n t o O ' M a l l e y , H u g h 
R u d d e n . 

BALLYHAUNIS C U M A N N F.F. 
P r e s i d e n t : Dr. E.A. W a l d r o n 
C h a i r m a n : Paddy R y a n 
V / C h a i r m a n : J i m m y G i l m o r e 
H o n . Sec . H u g h R u d d e n , D o c t o r s Rd. 
J o i n t H o n . T r e a s . Paddy R y a n & Paddo Cunningham 

C e a n n t a i r : P a d d o 

J o i n t H o n . T r e a s u r e r s : J . L y o n s & J . C o n w a y 
P.R.O. W i l l i e R y a n 
D e l e g a t e s t o C o m h a i r l e 
C u n n i n g h a m & T o m C u r r a n . 

BALLYHAUNIS COISTE O G R A FIANNA FAIL 
OFFICERS: 
C h a i r m a n : M i c h a e l G r o g a n 
V i c e C h a i r m a n : C l a r e n c e G r o g a n 
S e c r e t a r y : M r s . N u a l a M u r p h y 
P.R.O. T o m m i e E a g n e y 
T r e a s u r e r : J a m e s H u n t 

D e l e g a t e s t o C o m h a i r l e C e a n n t a i r - Robe r t Her r a n d 
W i l l i e R v a n Anto O ' M a l l e y 
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Keep up to date with 

Ladies Fashions at. . . 

PURDIE 
BOUTIQUE 

P. RUANE 

• • • 

R A D I O & T.V. D E A L E R 
Repairs a Speciality 

• • • 

M A I N N O V U M D E A L E R 

K n o x S t r e e t - B a l l y h a u n i s T e l e p h o n e : 129 

Gallagher & Sons 
Limited 

• • • 

For all your 
Building & Furnishing 

requirements 

K r g a s S t o c k i s t s 

• • • 

C E N T R A L H E A T I N G E Q U I P M E N T 
A S P E C I A L I T Y 

/ elephvne: Rallyhuuttis 20 

HORSE SHOE 
INN (Prop: Michael Morris) 

L a r g e L o u n g e B a r s u i t a b l e 
for P a r t i e s , S o c i a l s e tc . , 

P E T R O L S A L E S 

• • • 

T e l e p h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 178 
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SOUNDINGS 
BILLARDS & S N O O K E R IN BALLYHAUNIS 

1980 is the 40th Anniversary of the foundation 
of St. Patrick's Snooker and Billiards Club. An 
outline of the development of Billiards and 
Snooker in Ballyhaunis was given to Jim L undon by 
Willie Murphy and Kevin Barry.... 

The f i r s t B i l l i a rds r o o m w a s in f r o n t of t h e O l d 
Pa r i sh C h u r c h o n t h e lef t h a n d s ide of t h e p r e s e n t St . 
Pa t r i cks Pa r i sh C h u r c h . The s e c o n d w a s in t h e 
D u d l e y A r m s H o t e l , B r i dge S t ree t , w h e r e G e o r g e 
D e l a n e y ' s is n o w . T h e l e a d i n g p l a y e r s w e r e t h e la te 
W i l l i e S m y t h N.T., M u r t y F a r r a g h e r , V a l M c G r e a l , 
Be r t i e D i l l o n , " B l u e " G a v i n , J o h n D i l l o n - L e e t c h , J i m 
R a t i g a n , B rod ie K e n n y , J i m F la te ly , M a i n S t ree t , 
J e r r y D i l l o n , A b b e y q u a r t e r a n d J i m m y R e g a n w h o 
w o r k e d in t h e C e n t r a l H o t e l . Tha t w a s t h e 1 9 1 0 e ra . 
T h e n Peter L y n c h s t a r t e d a r o o m w i t h t w o t a b l e s in 
A b b e y S t r e e t w h e r e A b b e y C l e a n e r s a re n o w . F i f t een 
m i n u t e s cos t 3 d or I V i p . H a n d i c a p s fo r 6 4 m e m b e r s 
w h e r e h e l d e a c h w i n t e r . 

La te r P.J. M c G a r r y h a d a B i l l i a r d R o o m over t h e 
s h o p . A lot of t r a v e l l e r s w h o c a m e to t o w n by t r a i n 
p l a y e d ; a h u n d r e d o f B i l l i a r d s cos t 6 d or 2 1/2p. P l a y i n g 
w a s a s e r i o u s b u s i n e s s ; s i l e n c e w a s m a i n t a i n e d fo r 
eve ry g a m e . 

In 1 9 4 0 u n d e r t h e P r e s i d e n c y of A r c h d e a c o n 
P r e n d e r g a s t t h e St . Pa t r i cks B i l l i a rds & S n o o k e r C l u b 
w a s f o r m e d in t h e P a r o c h i a l Ha l l in a r o o m o n t h e 
g r a n d f l oo r o n t h e le f t h a n d s ide . T h e f i r s t s e c r e t a r y 
w a s M r . Paddy F ree ley , M a i n St . M e m b e r s h i p w a s 
b e t w e e n 1 2 0 - 1 3 0 . 6 4 M e m b e r H a n d i c a p s w e r e 
p l ayed e a c h W i n t e r . O n t h e p r e v i o u s S u n d a y a n 
a u c t i o n of p l aye rs w a s h e l d by M r . C a u l f i e l d t h e b u y e r 

of t h e w i n n i n g p l aye r g e t t i n g a p e r c e n t a g e of t h e 
w i n n i n g s . T h e c a r e t a k e r s of t h e c l u b a re Eddie 
M o r l e y , M i c h a e l G i b b o n s , M i c k F ree ley a n d J i m Cox. 

O u t s t a n d i n g p l a y e r s of t h a t e ra i n c l u d e d J i m 
F la t ley , J i m m y R e g a n , W i l l i e M u r p h y , Cyr i l O ' M a l l e y 
Cyr i l C o y n e , K e v i n Ba r ry , M i c k e y W e b b , Jack M o r a n , 
Paddy W a l s h . 

In t h e e a r l y 1 9 6 0 s a M a y o L e a g u e w a s o r g a n i s e d . 
B a l l y h a u n i s c o m p e t e d a g a i n s t B a l l i n a , Cas t lebar , 
B a l l a g h a d r r e e n , S w i n f o r d a n d W e s t p o r t . T h e r e w e r e 
f i ve p l a y e r s o n e a c h t e a m a n d a p o i n t s s y s t e m w a s 
u s e d to d e t e r m i n e t h e w i n n e r s . M a n y o u t s t a n d i n g 
p l a y e r s e m e r g e d in t h i s e ra n a m e l y J o e W e b b , 
M i c h a e l C u r l e y , F rank W e b b , V i n c e n t F reyne a n d Ne i l 
M c G i l l i c u d d y to j o i n w i t h t h o s e a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d 
ea r l i e r . S u c c e s s c a m e w h e n B a l l y h a u n i s w o n t h e 
M a y o L e a g u e in t h r e e s u c c e s s i v e o c c a s s i o n s n a m e l y 
1 9 6 4 , ' 6 5 a n d ' 6 6 . T h e s u c c e s s f u l p a n e l of p l aye rs 
w e r e W i l l i e M u r p h y , Cy r i l O ' M a l l e y , M i c h a e l W e b b , 
J a c k M o r a n , K e v i n Ba r r y , Cyr i l C o y n e , M i c h a e l C u r l e y 
a n d V i n c e n t F r e y n e . 

A f e w y e a r s la te r t h e Fr. R u s h e P e r p e t u a l C u p w a s 
n a r r o w l y w o n by K e v i n B a r r y w h e n he d e f e a t e d J o h n 
D i l l o n in t h e F i na l . T h e t r o p h y w a s p r e s e n t e d by t h e 
la te C a n o n J . G . M c G a r r y , P.P. B a l l y h a u n i s . 

F o l l o w i n g a n e a s i n g of i n t e r e s t , t h e c l u b w a s ve ry 
s u c c e s s f u l l y r e v i v e d in 1 9 7 6 . O l d e r M e m b e r s 
c o n t i n u e d to s u p p o r t a n d p lay . T h e n e w r o o m v e n u e 
w a s n o w u p s t a i r s in P a r o c h i a l H a l l , s e v e n n i g h t s a 
w e e k f r o m O c t o b e r t o Eas te r e a c h year . S n o o k e r 
H a n d i c a p s h a v e b e e n h e l d e a c h W i n t e r s i nce . 

N e w o u t s t a n d i n g p l a y e r s e m e r g e d n a m e l y 
Rory O ' C o n n o r , M i k e W e b b , A l e c E a t o n , M i c h a e l 
W e b b , M i c h a e l B y r n e , T o m m y M o r a n . 
T h e P a t r o n is Rev. J . Ba l l C.C. B a l l y h a u n i s . 

Members of the successful Mayo Billiards League Team. 
Back: Cyril Coyne. Michael Webb. Jack Moran. Front: Cyril O'Mal ley. Willie Murphy. Kevin Barry. 
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SOUNDINGS 

BALLYHAUNIS C O M M U N I T Y INFORMATION 
CENTRE 

Would you like t o b e c o m e involved in your local 
c o m m u n i t y ? Bal lyhaunis C o m m u n i t y Information 
Centre , at the Parochial Hall, is run by a voluntary 
c o m m u n i t y group and w o u l d w e l c o m e n e w 
m e m b e r s . 

T h e c e n t r e is a p lace t o w h i c h a p e r s o n c a n go to 
o b t a i n f r e e of c h a r g e a n d c o n f i d e n t i a l , i n f o r m a t i o n 
a b o u t v a r i o u s s e r v i c e s a n d e n t i t l e m e n t s . T h e c e n t r e 
is p r o v i d e d w i t h a c o m p r e h e n s i v e i n f o r m a t i o n 
s y s t e m by t h e N a t i o n a l S o c i a l S e r v i c e C o u n c i l . 
I n f o r m a t i o n of a l l k i n d s is a v a i l a b l e o n s u c h s u b j e c t s 
as : 
T a x a t i o n - C o n s u m e r S e r v i c e s - H o u s i n g - S o c i a l 

W e l f a r e - R e d u n d a n c y 
It has a p p l i c a t i o n a n d c l a i m f o r m s fo r a l m o s t 

a n y t h i n g . 

W h e r e t h e c e n t r e c a n n o t p r o v i d e t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 
i m m e d i a t e l y , it w i l l f i n d o u t f o r y o u . T h e c e n t r e has a 
back up s e r v i c e of e x p e r t s in v a r i o u s f i e l d s to h e l p 
w i t h d i f f i c u l t q u e r i e s . 

A C o m m u n i t y I n f o r m a t i o n C e n t r e d o e s no t adv i se 
peop le , it s i m p l y g i ves i n f o r m a t i o n o n e n t i t l e m e n t s 
a n d se rv i ces . 

T h e B a l l y h a u n i s C e n t r e at t h e P a r o c h i a l H a l l , Upr . 
M a i n St . , is o p e n : 

T u e s d a y 5 p .m . - 6 p .m . 
W e d n e s d a y 5 p .m. - 6 p .m. 
T h u r s d a y 5 p .m. - 6 p .m. 
F r iday 5 p .m . - 6 p .m . 
S a t u r d a y 5 p .m. - 6 p .m . 

It c a n a lso be c o n t a c t e d by p h o n i n g B a l l y h a u n i s 
2 1 2 d u r i n g o p e n i n g h o u r s . Pos ta l q u e r i e s a re a l so 
dea l t w i t h . 

T h e 1 9 8 0 m e m b e r s of t h e C o m m u n i t y I n f o r m a t i o n 
C e n t r e a re : 
Chairman: Cy r i l C o y n e 

Organiser: K a t h l e e n M c B r i d e 

Operators: Sr. A s s u m p t a - E l i zabe th J o r d a n 
M a r y D o n n e l l y - H a r r y L a m b e r t h 
Sr. D y m p n a - M a t t h e w O ' D w y e r 
J a r l a t h Fahey - Be t t y R e g a n 
Ina F r e y n e - M a r y S m y t h 
M a r y H i g g i n s - M a r y W a l d r o n 

Ri ta W e b b . 
T h e c e n t r e is a l w a y s a n x i o u s t o r e c r u i t n e w 

m e m b e r s . If i n t e r e s t e d p l ease ca l l t o t h e c e n t r e 
d u r i n g o p e n i n g h o u r s , w r i t e , or c o n t a c t a n y of t h e 
o p e r a t o r s . 

CRIBBINS 
H I G H - C L A S S V I C T U A L L E R S 

CÁ," V; 

Suppliers of Best Quality Beef & Lamb 

Deep Freeze Service also available 

• • • 
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BALLYHAUNIS FINE GAEL BRANCH 
T h e b r a n c h h e l d a n u m b e r of ve ry s u c c e s s f u l 

soc i a l s t h r o u g h o u t 1 9 8 0 . S p e a k e r s at t h o s e i n c l u d e d 
D e p u t y Paddy O T o o l e ( S p o k e s m a n o n Indus t r y & 
C o m m e r c e ) , Enda K e n n y ( S p o k e s m a n o n Y o u t h & 
E m p l o y m e n t ) , C o u n c i l l o r F rank D u r c a n , C h a i r m a n of 
t h e M a y o C o u n t y C o u n c i l , M a r t i n H o p k i n s - a na t i ve 
of L a r g a n b o y a n d a l o n g s e r v i n g m e m b e r of t he 
C a s t l e b a r U r b a n D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l , C o u n c i l l o r s M a r t i n 
F i n n & J i m H i g g i n s . 

T h e h i g h l i g h t of t h e yea r w a s t h e v is i t to 
B a l l y h a u n i s of J o h n B u r t o n T .D. , S p o k e s m a n on 
A g r i c u l t u r e w h o s p e n t a d a y in t h e a rea v i s i t i n g Hala l 
M e a t Packe rs a n d m e e t i n g m e m b e r s of t h e p ress and 
m e m b e r s of t h e loca l N.C.F. M a r t C o m m i t t e e . Mr . 
B u r t o n c o n c l u d e d h i s v is i t by a d d r e s s i n g a B r a n c h 
m e e t i n g a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y a d d r e s s i n g a w e l l -
a t t e n d e d Pub l i c M e e t i n g in t h e Boy S c o u t s D e n . In 
O c t o b e r , M r . M i c h a e l D a r c e y , J u n i o r S p o k e s m a n on 
A g r i c u l t u r e v i s i t e d t h e t o w n a n d w a s pa r t i cu l a r l y 
i n t e r e s t e d in t h e s u c c e s s of t h e Ha la l M e a t Packers 
v e n t u r e a n d t h e p r o b l e m s t h e y a re f a c i n g . 

Officers 
President: W i l l i a m M u l l i g a n 
Chairman: Patsy K e a n e 
V / Chairman: J o e K e a n e 
Secretary: J o h n H i g g i n s (Knock Rd.) 
A s s . S e c . Dr. S. Ryan 
Treasurers: J o h n M o o n e y & Bea P ren t y 
P.R.O. J i m m y C r i b b i n 

J o h n H igg ins 



SOUNDINGS 
ST. PATRICKS DRAMATIC SOCIETY 

During t h e 1 9 7 8 / 7 9 s e a s o n the Groups 
product ion of "The Green B o x e e n " a c o m e d y in 
three a c t s by Patrick Kelly w a s rece ived w i t h great 
e n t h u s i a s m by supporters of a m a t e u r drama in 
Ballyhaunis and surrounding areas . This p r o m p t e d 
the group under their n e w producer Mr. Hugh 
Rudden t o s t a g e another C o m e d y - The A b s e n t 
Minded Br idegroom by Larry E. J o h n s o n w h i c h 
w a s s t a g e d o n t h e 1 6 t h . 1 7 t h and 1 8 t h of February 
1 9 8 0 . 

T h e r e h a v e b e e n m a n y c h a n g e s in p e r s o n n e l ove r 
t h e y e a r s . P o p u l a r p e r s o n a l i t i e s of p r e v i o u s 
p r o d u c t i o n s i n c l u d e d : 

J o e G r e e n , J a c k G r e e n , E l ano r Ke l l y , J a c k Ke l l y , 
G u s K e a r n s , Sa l l y F e r g u s , A i d a n Ke l l y , M i c h a e l 
G l y n n , J o h n C lea ry , J i m m y C r i b b e n , G e r r y C r i b b e n , 
G e r r y L y o n s , J o h n M o r l e y , T o m C u r r a n , M a t t 
O ' D w y e r , J o e G r o g a n , M i c h a e l B y r n e , M a r i e T i g h e , 
A n n Hos ty , F r a n k L e o n a r d , J i m m y H i g g i n s , N o e l 
A r m s t r o n g , E l i zabe th J o r d a n a n d M a r t i n Fo rde . 

T h e p r e s e n t cas t p r e p a r i n g fo r a n o t h e r c o m e d y 
i n c l u d e P r o d u c e r H u g h R u d d e n , E l i zabe th J o r d a n , 
F rank L e o n a r d , Pat D o y l e , J o h n P r e n t y , E i l e e n 
M u n r o , Peggy C u r r a n , V i o l a L o w r y a n d M a r t i n Fo rde . 

P r e v i o u s p r o d u c e r s i n c l u d e d t h e la te C a n o n J . G . 
M c G a r r y Rev. Fr. Des W a l s h , E l i zabe th J o r d a n a n d 
J o e G r e e n . 

"N^~~^ w^>~ j—^-— 

Las t bu t no t leas t t h e p e r s o n w h o has s t r u c k w i t h 
t h e g r o u p t h r o u g h t h e t h i c k a n d t h i n a n d ac ted as 
p r o d u c e r d i d t h e m a k e - u p a n d l ooked a f te r c o s t u m e 
a n d p r o p s fo r m a n y y e a r s n e e d I m e n t i o n M i s s Ki t 
K e a n e . 

B e l o w a re a l is t of o f f i c i e r s a n d cas t w h o w e r e 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e s t a g i n g o f ' T h e A b s e n t M i n d e d 
B r i d e g r o o m " by La r r y E. J o h n s o n . 

TIMOTHY SHEA 
PATRICK ROONEY 
JIMMIE ROONEY 
FRED GRADY 
SLADE 
YONNIE 
DAPHNEY ROONEY 
NORA SHEA 
KATHLEEN O'CONNOR 
TESSIE C O N N O R S 
YANEY 
Y E N N I E 
PRODUCER 
MAKE UP 
LIGHTING 
STAGE MANAGER 

-PAT DOYLE 
-JIMMY CRIBBIN 

JOHN PRENTY 
-GERARD CARNEY 
-MICHAEL GLYNN 
-CATHIE JORDAN 

-LIZ JORDAN 
-MARGARET MAGUIRE 

-EILEEN MUNROE 
V I O L A L O W R Y 
-STELLA KEANE 

ROIS IN S H I E L D S 
-HUGH RUDDEN 

A N N E H O S T Y , KIT K E A N E 
-MARTIN FORDE 

-PAT KENNY 

OFFICER 
PRESIDENT 
CHAIRPERSON 
TREASURER 
SECRETARY 

-REV. FR. COSTELLO 
-MRS. ANNE HOSTY 

-ELIZABETH JORDAN 
-MARGARET MAGUIRE 

Next production "Friends and Neighbours" by Austin Steele 

The cast of "The Absent Minded Professor". Standing, w e have gerard Kearney, Pat Doyle, 
J immy Cribbin, John Prenty. Sitting, Eileen Munroe. Viola Lowry, Margaret Maguire. Elizabeth 
Jordan. Children, Roisin Shields. Stella Keane, Cathy Jordan. Absent f rom photo: Michael 
Glynn, Hugh Rudden (producer). Kit Keane (make up-costumes) Page 35 



SOUNDINGS 

COMHAIRLE - LIATHROID 
LAIMHE NA h-EIREANN 

BALLYHAUNIS HANDBALL 
CLUB 

The present c lub formed three years a g o and has 
m a d e s o m e s t e a d y progres s s ince . W e are n o w 
affiliated t o t h e Handball Counci l of Ireland w h i c h 
in turn is affiliated t o the Gael ic Athlet ic 
A s s o c i a t i o n of Ireland. 

S ince the foundation of the club I am very sorry to 
have to record the deaths of two of our founder 
members , that of our first President, Michael 
Rattigan, w h o s e n a m e will a lways be remembered 
w h e n the older people speak of the great handballers 
w h o played in the old alley which stood w h e r e the 
Parochial Hall still s tands. Michael w a s a great 
source of encouragement to the present club and will 
be sadly missed by all. 

S ince our last Annual General Meeting the death 
took place of our Chairman Mr. Paddy Waldron, one of 
the great Gaels of Mayo, w h o s e exper ience in the 
position of Chairman w a s invaluable. At the 
inaugural meet ing of the club Paddy set a standard 
which I hope will a lways be upheld. 

To the families of Michael Rattigan and Paddy 
Waldron and to the family of all d e c e a s e d members 
of the club our deepes t sympathy. Last J u n e w e 
c o m m e n c e d work on a n e w ball alley on a site 
provided free of charge by the Ballyhaunis G.A.A. on 
their grounds on the Knock Road. The main features 
of the building will be as follows:- the w h o l e building 
will measure 6 5 feet by 2 2 feet with slated roof and 
teak w i n d o w s and doors; the main wall will be 1' 4" 
insulated cavity block with a special plaster inside 
and outside; the playing area will be the modern type 
4 0 x 2 0 ft. court complete with maple floor, special 
flush lighting in ceiling, and it will a lso have the latest 
type g lass back-wall. There will be a spectator area to 
seat around 160 . It will include changing rooms with 
hot and cold water and Ladies and Gents toilets. 
W h e n completed it will be second to none in the 
country and will be capable of hosting National and 
International Competit ions but the main reason for 
the erection of the alley is to provide this much 
needed amenity for the youth of the area. The total 
cost is expected to be in the region of £ 2 5 , 0 0 0 . W e 
had a church gate collection during the year which 
w a s a great s u c c e s s and the club is deeply indebted to 
all w h o contributed. Their financial s h o w of support 
is of great encouragement to us. At the t ime of 
writing w e are appealing for financial help from the 
local Banks, Factories, B u s i n e s s premises etc., and 
w e are confident that the response will be equally 
good as that of the General Public. The Ballyhaunis 
Handball Club would like to thank all those w h o have 
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helped in any way since its foundation. W e would like 
to w i s h all our members and all the readers especially 
our exi les a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous 
N e w Year. 

W e will be keeping in touch during 1 9 8 1 . 
Pres ident: Michael (Brod) Moran 
V / P r e s i d e n t : Michael O'Connell 
Patron: Very Rev. Fr. P. Costello P.P. 
Chairman: Michael Murren 
V / C h a i r m a n : Jack Greene 
Hon. Treasurer: Michael Byrne 
Hon. Secretary: Michael Waldron. 

All Correspondence to - Michael Waldron (Hon. Sec.) 
Handball Club. 

Ballyhaunis, 
'Phone: Ballyhaunis 2 0 8 

IRISH ALE BREWERIES - BALLYHAUNIS 
S p o r t s & S o c i a l Club 

A very s u c c e s s f u l Soc ia l and S p o r t s Club has 
b e e n in operat ion for t h e pas t f e w years at the 
d e p o t in Bal lyhaunis . 

The outstanding highlight of the year w a s 
undoubtedly the Annual Dinner Dance which w a s 
held in Churchfield House and w a s as usual an 
outstanding s u c c e s s . 

The Annual Christmas Party for the workers 
children w a s again a very success fu l and a good time 
w a s had by all and sundry. Santa arrived with his 
presents at the S c o u t s Den on the Sunday before 
Christmas and top quality entertainment w a s 
provided a s well a s refreshments and presents all 
around. 

The annual tour of the main breweries at Kilkenny 
and Dundalk w a s o n c e again well attended. Half the 
work force w e n t o n e day and the other half the next 
by coach and there w e r e no complaints from anyone 
about the days outing. 

There w e r e many more highlights including the 
visit of Gaelic Football and Soccer Teams from other 
depots to play our t e a m s , the float from the Depot in 
the Ballyhaunis Agricultural and Industrial Parade 
which w a s very appropiate to the occasion, and the 
winning of a major darts Competition by a team from 
Irish Ales . 
Then there w e r e the presentat ions to retiring 
members plus a provision of wreaths etc., for the 
family of members w h o have died to be provided from 
the fund. 

Taken in al ia very success fu l year by the Social and 
Sports Club at the I.A.B. M u r t H u n t 

Chairman, Soc ia l C o m m i t t e e 



Ballyhaunis Re-hab Committee pictured wi th Fr. Michael Cleary. after their very successful 
concert which raised £ 5 0 0 . 
Back Row left to right: 
Mrs. Margie Gallagher; Mrs. Mary Higgins; Mrs. Dillon-Leetch; Mr. Joe Hosty; Mrs. Teresa 
Keane; Mrs. Mary Keane; Mr. Kevin Bourke; (Area Organiser) Mrs. Mary Kelly. 
Front Row: 
Mother Dympna; Fr. Michael Cleary; Mrs. Una Shields; Mrs. Nell Rochford; Mrs. Mary 
Timoney. 

L o o k i n g f o r s o m e t h i n g i n B a l l y h a u n i s ? 

FREELEY'S 
M A I N S T R E E T 

" H a v e a l l k i n d s o f e v e r y t h i n g " 

• • • 

Briefly 
H o u s e h o l d G o o d s of eve ry d e s c r i p t i o n 

H a r d w a r e , P a i n t , F a r m I m p l e m e n t s , 
W a l l p a p e r , Re l ig ious a n d S o u v e n i r G o o d s , 

G i f t w a r e , Bel leek C h i n a , C r y s t a l G l a s s , 
W a t c h e s , C l o c k s , D e l p h , C h i n a , 

F a r m & G a r d e n S e e d s 

'We sell good drinks too! 

T e l e p h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 200 

Delaney's Ltd 
B r i d g e S t r e e t - B a l l y h a u n i s 

For your Souvenirs & Gifts 

• • • 

W a t e r f o r d G l a s s , B e l l e e k C h i n a 
I r i s h P o r c e l a i n e t c . , 

M A I L O R D E R S A S P E C I A L I T Y 

• • • 

T e l e p h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 99 
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PRebístORíc BaLL^ybacrois 
T h e h is tory o f h u m a n s e t t l e m e n t in t h e 

Ba l lyhaunis area is a long o n e ; p r o b a b l y g o i n g back 
t o t h e f i rst p e o p l e w h o c a m e t o I re land a b o u t 
8 , 0 0 0 years a g o . T h o s e p e o p l e c rossed t h e n a r r o w 
s t ra ight of w a t e r f r o m S c o t l a n d t o A n t r i m . I re land 
by th is t i m e had b e e n c u t o f f f r o m Br i ta in by t h e 
m e l t - w a t e r s of t h e re t rea t ing ice . T h o s e p e o p l e 
w e r e h u n t e r s , g a t h e r e r s a n d f ishers a n d on ly a t i n y 
g r o u p c o u l d be s u s t a i n e d in a very la rge area so 
t h e y spread o u t w i d e l y t h r o u g h t h e c o u n t r y a n d it is 
reasonab le t o c o n j e c t u r e t h a t t h e y c a m e t o th is 
a r e a , w h i c h w o u l d h a v e b e e n heav i ly w o o d e d a n d 
rich in f i s h i n g . T h i s , h o w e v e r , is c o n j e c t u r e 
b e c a u s e , as t h o s e p e o p l e d id n o t k n o w h o w t o f a r m 
a n d h a d d e v e l o p e d o n l y c r u d e s t o n e i m p l e m e n t s 
w h i c h t h e y used fo r c l e a n i n g a n d s k i n n i n g , t h e y d id 
no t a f f e c t t h e l a n d s c a p e t h r o u g h a g r i c u l t u r e , 
fo res t c l e a r a n c e or d u r a b l e bu i ld ing . S o , p r o b a b l y , 
passed u n m a r k e d a l o n g s p a n o f l i fe a r o u n d t h e 
Ba l lyhaun is a r e a . 

T h e n a b o u t 3 , 0 0 0 B.C. c a m e a s i g n i f i c a n t s t ep 
f o r w a r d ; m a n ' s ab i l i t y t o c o n t r o l h i s e n v i r o n m e n t 
( f a r m i n g ) s p r e a d to I r e l a n d w i t h t h e N e o l i t h i c ( N e w 
S t o n e A g e ) R e v o l u t i o n Th i s m e a n t t h a t m a n w a s no t 
so m u c h at t h e m e r c y of n a t u r e a n d w a s c a p a b l e of 
l e a v i n g h is m a r k o n t h e l a n d s c a p e F r o m t h a t t i m e , 
w h i l e s o m e of t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of e a c h s u c c e e d i n g 
p e r i o d d i s a p p e a r e d , s o m e i m p o r t a n t f e a t u r e s 
r e m a i n . A f o r m e r p u p i l of m i n e . T o m m y B r e n n a n of 
Cu r r y , u n c o v e r e d , a b o u t 2 y e a r s ago , nea r 
C h a r l e s t o w n , a s t o n e s p e a r - h e a d d a t i n g f r o m t h i s 
p e r i o d . T h i s m a y n o w be v i e w e d in t h e N a t i o n a l 
M u s e u m a n d is p roo f t h a t N e o l i t h i c peop le i n h a b i t e d 
t h i s g e n e r a l a rea . T h e r e a re h o w e v e r , f u r t h e r p roo f s . 
T h e s e N e o l i t h i c peop le a l so i n t r o d u c e d t h e c u s t o m 
of c o l l e c t i v e b u r i a l in M e g a l i t h i c (big s tone ) t o m b s . 
The o ldes t M e g a l i t h s a re a h i l l o c k - l i k e s t r u c t u r e , 
e l o n g a t e d in s h a p e , a n d c a l l e d ' C o u r t C a i r n s ' ; 
b e c a u s e e a c h i n c o r p o r a t e d a c o u r t ( for a w o r s h i p a n d 
c r e m a t i o n f u n c t i o n ) a n d b u r i a l c h a m b e r s . The 
re la t i ve l y u n t o u c h e d C a p p a g h C a i r n s a re b e l i e v e d to 
be of t h i s t ype a n d p e r i o d . It s e e m s l i ke ly f r o m t h e 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of t h e i r s i t es t h a t t h e i r b u i l d e r s e n t e r e d 
I r e l and a l o n g t h e M a y o - S l i g o coas t . 

M e g a l i t h s a re no t u n i f o r m in t ype h o w e v e r 
V a r i a t i o n s a re t h o u g h t t o be d u e to t h e f a c t t h a t t h e y 
w e r e b u i l t by s e p e r a t e g r o u p s of p e o p l e w h o a r r i v e d 
at d i f f e r e n t t i m e s a n d d i f f e r e n t p l aces . T w o e x a m p l e s 
of a la ter t ype - W e d g e S h a p e d G a l l e r y G r a v e - ex is t i n 
o u r a rea ; a t A l t o i r , G r a n l a h a n a n d at G r e e n w o o d . 

Sc ient i f i c excavat ion w o u l d be necessary to c lassi fy 
t h e s e exac t l y ; t h e A l t o i r g r a v e has b e e n d e s c r i b e d as 
o n e of t h e f i n e s t i n t h e c o u n t r y a n d e x c a v a t i o n s w i l l 
p robab l y be d o n e s o m e t i m e in t h e f u t u r e w h e n 
p e r s o n n e l a n d f u n d s a re a v a i l a b l e . T h e r e a re c e r t a i n 

c o n s i s t e n c i e s a b o u t t h e s i t u a t i o n s of t h e s e s i tes . 
T h e y a re u s u a l l y at i n t e r m e d i a t e h e i g h t s a n d in t h e 
a reas of t h e m o r e eas i l y w o r k e d so i l , w h e r e f o r e s t s 
w o u l d have b e e n l i gh t or p rac t i ca l l y n o n - e x i s t e n t . 
W h i l e t h e r e a re 3 , 0 0 0 s u c h t o m b s in l r e l a n d , b u i l d e r s 
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h o u s e s h a v e no t s u r v i v e d , b u t A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
e x c a v a t i o n s h a v e s h o w n t h a t t h e y w e r e r o u n d or 
r e c t a n g u l a r , b u i l t of t i m b e r a n d c lay , a n d p robab ly 
r o o f e d w i t h r u s h e s . 

M e t a l w o r k e r s w o u l d s e e m to h a v e a r r i v e d in our 
a rea a b o u t 2 , 0 0 0 B.C. a n d fo r a l ong t i m e 
p r o g e s s i v e l y m o r e e x p e r t l y w o r k e d s t o n e i m p l e m e n t s 
ax is ted a l o n g s i d e t h e g r o w i n g n u m b e r of m e t a l 

o n e s . A ve r y f i n e e x a m p l e s u c h s t o n e i m p l e m e n t has 
b e e n u n c o v e r e d by C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l P u p i l , T o m m y 
C a r n e y , o n h i s f a t h e r s f a r m in S h a n v a g h e r a . Th i s is a 
v e r y f i n e w o r k e d , b a r b e d a n d t a n g e d s t o n e ( f l in t ) 
a r r o w h e a d a n d has b e e n d a t e d by t h e m u s e u m at 
b e t w e e n 2 , 0 0 0 a n d 2 , 5 0 0 B.C. T h e s e ea r l y Bronze 
A g e p e o p l e w e r e t h e b u i l d e r s o f t h e 
A l t o i r / G r e e n w o o d t ype of g r a v e . T h e s e t w o g raves 
a re t h o u g h t t o be of t h e ' N o r t h e r n ' t ype , w h i c h w a s 
i n t r o d u c e d to I r e l a n d a t t h e s a m e t i m e as t he 
' S o u t h e r n ' t y p e b u t by d i f f e r e n t p e o p l e . T h e s o u r c e of 
t h e ' N o r t h e r n ' w o u l d s e e m to h a v e b e e n F rance . 

T h e m o r e u s u a l b u r i a l r i t e of o u r M e g o l i t h i c peop le 
w a s c r e m a t i o n . B u t as t h e Ear ly B ronze A g e 
p r o g r e s s e d (Cir . 2 , 0 0 0 - 1 , 2 0 0 B.C.) m o r e s i m p l e 
b u r i a l w a s t h e p r a c t i c e . T h e t o m b s w e r e of s i m p l e r 
c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d c h a r a c t e r i s e d by a v a r y i n g n u m b e r 
of u p r i g h t s s u p p o r t i n g a l a rge c a p s t o n e . T w o f i n e 
e x a m p l e s of t h e w o r k of t h e s e p e o p l e a re k n o w n to 
h a v e e x i s t e d in t h e a r e a ; a t K i loveen a n d 
T u l l a u g h a n e , b o t h h a v e b e e n d e s t r o y e d . It is m o s * 
l i ke ly t h a t m a n y o t h e r s a l so e x i s t e d . T h e s e w e r e 
i m p r e s s i v e b e c a u s e of t h e i r i m m e n s e c a p s t o n e s 
( w e i g h i n g up to 1QO tons ) . T h e m e t h o d by w h i c h t h e y 
r a i s e d t h e s e c a p s t o n e s is a s o u r c e of m u c h 
s p e c u l a t i o n a n d w o n d e r . 

A b o u t 1 ,200 B.C. t h e r e s e e m s to h a v e b e e n a lot of 
c o m i n g a n d g o i n g , t o a n d f r o m I r e l a n d . It w a s 
p r o b a b l y a f a i r l y p e a c e f u l t i m e as is r e f l e c t e d in t h e 
w e a l t h of go ld o b j e c t s of t h e p e r i o d , w h i c h have b e e n 
f o u n d The p e o p l e w e r e l i v i ng in d i s p e r s e d 
s e t t l e m e n t s of t h e ' f o r t ' ( l ios, r a t h , d u n , c a h e r , cashe l ) 
t ype . In lake d i s t r i c t s t h e y o f t e n u s e d t h e w a t e r as a 
p r o t e c t i v e ba r r i e r by b u i l d i n g a r t i f i c i a l i s l ands near 
t h e s h o r e s . T h e s e w e r e u s u a l l y c i r c u l a r in s h a p e a n d 
get t h e i r n a m e " C r a n n o g ' f r o m ' C r a n n ' ( t ree) , by 
v i r t u e of t h e a m o u n t of t h i s m a t e r i a l u s e d in 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . T h e B a l l y h a u n i s a rea is ' l i t t e r e d ' w i t h 
s u c h ' r i n g - f o r t s . A r c h a e o l o g i s t s t h i n k t h a t t h i s 
f e a t u r e is n a t i v e to I r e l a n d as t h e r e is no e v i d e n c e of a 
p r o t o t y p e a b r o a d . T h e y va r y in size f r o m 5 0 to 2 0 0 
fee t i n d i a m e t e r . M a n y of t h e m p o s s e s s u n d e r g r o u n d 
c h a m b e r s k n o w n a s ' S o u t e r r a i n s ' . T h e s e 
S o u t e r r a i n s h a d b o t h a s t o r a g e a n d d e f e n c e 
f u n c t i o n . A c h a r a c t e r i s t i c i m p l e m e n t of t h i s pe r i od is 
t h e d o u b l e - e d g e d ' C l a i d h e a m h S o l u i s ' t ype of s w o r d 
A g a i n o u r a rea has p r o d u c e d i ts e v i d e n c e of t h e s e 
p e o p l e i n t h e ' A n n a g h S w o r d ' w h i c h w a s u n c o v e r e d 
in t h e r i v e r b a n k nea r A n n a g h Lake a b o u t f i ve years 
ago a n d is p resen t l y in t h e possess ion of Mr . O 'Nei l l of 
L i m e r i c k . A s w o u l d be e x p e c t e d t h e o c c u p a n t s of t h i s 
a rea a l so c o n s t r u c t e d ' C r a n n o g s ' t h e lakes b e i n g 



n u m e r o u s a n d r e l a t i v e l y s h a l l o w . T h e i s l a n d in t h e 
m idd le of t h e W h i t e Lake is be l ieved to be o n e as w e r e 
t h e t w o i s l a n d l i ke s t r u c t u r e s ( W h i c h w e r e d e s t r o y e d 
by d r e d g e r s ) i n A n n a g h Lake . W i t h t h e c o n f i n e s of 
C r a n n o g s a n d f o r t s t h e y bu i l t t h e i r c i r c u l a r t i m b e r 
houses a n d ou t - h o u s e s a n d f r o m t h e m f a r m e d t h e 
s u r r o u n d i n g l a n d . 

A b o u t 6 0 0 B.C. a n e w g r o u p of p e o p l e a r r i v e d in t h e 
a rea f r o m c e n t r a l E u r o p e . T h e s e w e r e i r o n - u s i n g 
p e o p l e a n d a re k n o w n t o d a y as t h e 'Ce l t s ' . T h e y 
w e r e a n I n d o - E u r o p e a n race . T h e t e r m 'Ce l t i c ' is 
p r i m a r i l y l i n g u i s t i c a n d 'Ce l t i c ' l ike ' S a n s k r i t ' is a 
b r a n c h of t h e I n d o - E u r o p e a n f a m i l y of l a n g u a g e s . 
Gae l i c I r i sh is a d i a l ec t i c d e r i v a t i v e f r o m Cel t ic a n d 
' U r d u ' , t h e l a n g u a g e of o u r la tes t i n f l o w of p e o p l e 
(our Pak i s t an c i t i zens ) is a d i a l e c t i c d e r i v a t i v e f r o m 
Sansk r i t . So , s o m e w h e r e , a w a y back , s o m e of o u r 
o ldes t a n d n e w e s t l a n g u a g e a n d p o p u l a t i o n 
i n g r e d i e n t s h a d a c o m m o n a n c e s t r y . 

These i ron - w i e l d i n g peop le h a d a soc ia l s t r u c t u r e 
a n d c o m p r e h e n s i v e body of l a w s k n o w n t o d a y as t h e 
' B r e h o n L a w s ' . T h e s e e a r l y I r i sh L a w s f i n d t h e i r 
c loses t pa ra l l e l i n t r a d i t i o n a l H i n d u L a w . T h e B r e h o n 
L a w s t e a c h us m u c h a b o u t ea r l y I r i sh S o c i e t y -
i n s t i t u t i o n s s u c h as f o s t e r a g e of c h i l d r e n , d i s t r a i n t of 
ca t t l e t o recove r d a m a g e s , r i t u a l f a s t i n g to asse r t 
o n e s r i g h t s . T h e r e a re t r a c t s o n b e e - k e e p i n g , 
m a r r i a g e a n d t h e p o s i t i o n of w o m e n . T h e t w o p i v o t a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s w e r e t h e f i n e or j o i n t f a m i l y - t h e soc ia l 
un i t , a n d t h e ' t u a t h ' or pe t t y k i n g d o m - t h e p o l i t i c a l 
un i t . The i n d i v i d u a l h a d n o r i g h t s as s u c h - t h e s e 
d e p e n d e d o n h i s m e m b e r s h i p of t h e ' f i n e ' . T h e 
Greeks a n d R o m a n s spoke of t h e Ce l t s as w e a r i n g 

t r o u s e r s . B u t in I r e l a n d o n l y t h e l o w e r c l ass s e e m to 
have w o r n t h e m . T h e y w e r e t i g h t f i t t i n g a n d c o u l d be 
s h o r t or l o n g . T h e y w e r e u s u a l l y w o r n w i t h a s h o r t 
j acke t . T h e a r i s t o c r a c y , b o t h m e n a n d w o m e n , b o t h 
w o r e a v o l u m i n o u s c loak c a l l e d a ' b r a t ' ove r a s h o r t 
s h i r t or t u n i c - t h e l e i ne - w h i c h v a r i e d in l e n g t h . T h e 
' b ra t ' w a s o f t e n s e c u r e d w i t h a b e a u t i f u l b r o o c h . 

T h e e a r l i e r , n o n - l n d o E u r o p e a n p o p u l a t i o n h a d 
s u r v i v e d in a s u b s e r v i e n t w a y u n d e r a Ce l t i c 
o v e r l o r d s h i p . O n e g r o u p in p a r t i c u l a r , k n o w n as 
' C r u i t n i ' s u r v i v e d i n t o h i s t o r i c t i m e s as t h e 'P i c t s ' . 
These C r u i t n i w e r e n u m e r o u s in U ls te r , a n d as t h e 
' Lo i s i s ' of Le ins te r a n d t h e ' C i a r r a i g e ' of C o n n a u g h t 
a n d N o r t h Ke r ry . In M a c G e o g h a n ' s " H i s t o r y of 
I r e l a n d " p u b l i s h e d a b o u t 1 7 4 0 w e r e a d : 

" K i e r r i g e of L o u g h - N a i r n , a t e r r i t o r y in t h e 
C o u n t y of M a y o , 
n o w t h e B a r o n y of Cos te lo , t h e c o u n t r y of M a c 
Cos te lo ' s 
t h i s t e r r i t o r y is s o m e t i m e s c a l l e d t h e B a r o n y of 
B e l a h a u n e s " 

s i m i l a r in s h a p e a n d s ize a n d f o u n d in t h e s a m e 
l o c a t i o n by S e a n O ' B o y l e of C o o g u e . Th i s is a t p r e s e n t 
b e i n g e x a m i n e d by t h e M u s e u m . 

By t h e t i m e I r i sh H i s t o r y p r o p e r l y b e g i n s , a b o u t 5 0 0 
A . D . , t h e s e p e o p l e s h a d b e c o m e c o m p l e t e l y 
C e l t i c i s e d - s h a r i n g a c o m m o n c u l t u r e a n d a c o m m o n 
Ce l t i c l a n g u a g e a n d t h e p e o p l e of t h e W e s t w e r e 
k n o w n as t h e ' C o n n a c h t a ' . O n e of t h e p r i n c e s of 
C o n n a c h t a , N ia l l (of t h e N i n e Hos tages ) r e v e r s e d t h e 
m o v e m e n t of B r i t i s h Ce l t s t o I r e l a n d w i t h ra ids o n 
R o m a n B r i t a i n a n d t h r o u g h t h e s e ac t i v i t i e s w a s 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e c o m i n g of C h r i s t a n i t y - by se iz ing 
t h e y o u n g St . Pa t r i ck as a s l ave . F r o m t w o of N ia l l s 
b r o t h e r s , B r i o n a n d F i a c h r a , h a v e d e s c e n d e d t h e 
g r e a t r u l i n g f a m i l i e s of C o n n a u g h t . By t h e e n d of t h e 
f i f t h c e n t u r y t h e ' H e r o i c A g e ' of t h e g r e a t w a r l o r d s 
a n d t h e i r c h a r i o t d r i v i n g f o r t o c c u p y i n g p e o p l e as 
i m m o r t a l i s e d in t h e g r e a t I r i sh f o l k l o r e sagas , w a s at 
a n e n d . T h e g r e a t U l s te r K i n g d o m of E m a i n M a c h a 
a n d I re land's o n l y c i t y w a s d e s t r o y e d by C o n n a c h t a 
p r o b a b l y a b o u t 4 5 0 A . D . W h e n d o c u m e n t a r y 
e v i d e n c e b e c o m e s f u l l e r in t h e 7 t h a n d 8 t h c e n t u r i e s 
w e see t h a t I r e l a n d h a d s e t t l e d d o w n t o b e c o m e a n 
a g r i c u l t u r a l c o u n t r y . T h e I r i sh N o b l e m e n w a s n o w 
p r i m a r i l y a f a r m e r a n d t h e b a t t l e s w h i c h f i g u r e 
p r o m i n e n t l y in t h e a n n a l s r a r e l y l a s t ed l o n g e r t h a n a 
S u m m e r ' s a f t e r n o o n . S o it m u s t have been in t h e area 
of L o u g h N a i r n w h e n St. Pa t r i ck v i s i t e d in t h e la te 
F i f th C e n t u r y . _ „ . . . 

Pat H i g g i n s 

Central Hotel 
BALLYHAUNIS 

A.A. Grade B. R.I.A.C 

Ideal for Meetings, Functions 
and Parties 

Meet your friends for a meal 
or a drink 

Owned and managed by the Freeley family 

for the past 34 years 

The nex t t i m e y o u a re t h i n k i n g of t e l l i n g a ' K e r r y 
J o k e ' y o u s h o u l d p o n d e r o n t h i s p o i n t ! A g a i n w e f i n d 
a tang ib le l ink w i t h t hose ear l ie r i nhab i t an t s - a n i r on T e l e p h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 3 0 
s p e a r - h e a d u n c o v e r e d o n t h e s h o r e l i n e o f 
C u l l e n t r a g h Lake by T o m m y Fahy of C o o g u e has b e e n \ 
da ted by t h e N a t i o n a l M u s e u m to a b o u t t h e f i r s t 
c e n t u r y A . D . A n o t h e r poss i b l e l ink is t h e m e t a l ob jec t 

Page 39 



DILLON B R O S . 
(Ballyhaunis) Ltd. 

• • • 

Builders Providers 
and 

General Merchants 
All types of Heating Supplies 

Stocked 

C A L O R / K O S A N G A S D E A L E R S 
Sole agent f o r T i r o l i a 

h i gh ou tpu t So l i d F u e l C o o k e r s 

T e l e p h o n e : 179 & 204 

KAY'S 
HAIRDRESSING 
SALON 

• • • 

K n o x S t r e e t - B a l l y h a u n i s 

For your next appointment 

T e l e p h o n e : 65 

Austin Jordan & Sons 
U p p e r M a i n S t r e e t - B a l l y h a u n i s 

Te lephone : Ba l l yhaun i s 25 

• • • 

GENERAL MERCHANTS 
G R O C E R Y - P R O V I S I O N S 

H A R D W A R E - F U E L 
S E E D S A N D F E R T I L I S E R S 

• * • 

Stockists o f L e a d i n g B r a n d s 
A n i m a l Feed ing Stuf fs 

J A M E S WEBB 
H i g h C l a s s V i c t u a l l e r 

• • • 

Prime Ox and Heifer Beef 
Wether Mutton of Best Quality 

Beefburgers & Puddings made Daily 
Minced Steak a Speciality 

Lamb and Pork as in Season 

• • • 

M a i n S t r e e t - B a l l y h a u n i s 

T e l e p h o n e B a l l y h a u n i s 63 
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'"Bill Mulligan Remembers 

I c a m e t o the Ball lyhaunis area fifty e ight years 
a g o . I served wi th the n e w l y formed Irish Army 
after the Treaty. I s tarted t e a c h i n g in Coolnafarna-
N . S . . in 1 9 2 6 and m o v e d t o the Bal lyhaunis B o y s ' 
S c h o o l in t h e early 1 9 3 0 s . 

O r i g i n a l l y I w a s a n o n l y c h i l d f r o m near L a n e s b o r o , 
Co. R o s c o m m o n . M y f a t h e r w a s k i l l ed by a s t a l l i o n , 
w h e n I w a s ve r y y o u n g . I lef t N.S. at t h e age of 1 5 a n d 
w a s back t e a c h i n g t h e r e at t h e age of 2 0 , h a v i n g b e e n 
educated in M o u n t r a t h Col lege. That t i m e m a n y of t h e 
peop le of 15 a n d 16 y e a r s of age r e t u r n e d to t h e 
N a t i o n a l S c h o o l fo r t h e W i n t e r m o n t h s . 

Bea l A t h a h A m h n a i s m e a n s t h e t o w n of f o r d of t h e 
r iver i s l a n d b e c a u s e t h e t o w n is s u r r o u n d e d by r i ve rs . 
W h e r e I l i ve , C o o l n a f a r n a , m e a n s t h e b e n d of a lde r 
t r ees . W h e n I c a m e to B a l l y h a u n i s , C a n o n M c H u g h 
w a s t h e p a r i s h p r i es t a n d t h e C u r a t e w a s Fr. B re t t M y 
sa la ry in 1 9 1 7 / 1 8 w a s £ 6 3 a year . T e a c h e r s w e r e 
g r a n t e d a n i n c r e a s e by t h e B r i t i s h G o v e r n m e n t b u t 
the n e w Prov is ional G o v e r n m e n t took s o m e of th i s f r o m 
t e a c h e r s , a g a i n . 

The c e n t r e of t h e t o w n w a s m u c h t h e s a m e t h e n as 
n o w . Fordes s h o p w a s t h e s a m e size as it is n o w . The 
f i rs t V o c a t i o n a l S c h o o l in t h e t o w n w a s at t h e back of 
Forde 's . Padra ic F o r k a n , T o o r e e n , w a s t h e P r i nc i pa l 
Teacher . M a u r a C u n n i n g h a m a n d M i s s Lockney , 
f r o m Ki l la la , t a u g h t t h e r e . The B o y s ' S c h o o l h a d 
abou t 1 0 0 p u p i l s t h e n a n d t h r e e t e a c h e r s , i n c l u d i n g 
my la te w i f e a n d M r s . Cooney . Fr. G e o f f r e y ( la ter 
A r c h d e a c o n P r e n d e r g a s t ) as w e k n e w h i m , w o u l d 
play ca rds , p a r t i c u l a r l y 1 1 0 , u n t i l m o r n i n g . Fr. T o m 
Egan w a s t h e C a t h e c e t i c a l E x a m i n e r fo r s c h o o l s fo r a 
w h i l e . 

I reca l l a p u p i l , w h o s e n a m e I sha l l no t m e n t i o n , 
w h o loved " s c h a m i n g " f r o m school . O n one occas ion 
he led t h e loca l c u r a t e a n d a g a r d a over bogs a n d 
d i t ches , bu t l ike t h e h a r e he c i r c l e d fo r h o m e a n d 
w e n t up a n ash t r e e a n d o u t o n a t h i n b r a n c h w h e r e 
he k n e w t h e s e t w o s t o u t l y b u i l t m e n c o u l d no t go a n d 
he n e g o t i a t e d h i s t e r m s f r o m h i s sa fe p e r c h . A s o n e 
w h o c o u l d " s c h a m e " f r o m s c h o o l m y s e l f I h a d to c o n ­
g ra tu la te h i m o n h i s i n g e n u i t y a n d I gave h i m f i ve 
sh i l l i ngs i n s t e a d of w h a t he e x p e c t e d . 

I r e m e m b e r m y last day at s c h o o l w h e n I c a u g h t 
K i e r a n M c G r a t h j u m p i n g a c r o s s t h e w a l l o n to t h e 
road . I g a v e h i m a f e w c l i ps a n d w h e n t h e c h i l d r e n 
w e r e g o i n g h o m e in t h e e v e n i n g I w a s c o n c e a l e d in a 
p lace w h e r e I c o u l d h e a r a l l t h e c o m m e n t s a n d K i e r a n 
w a s n ' t b l e s s i n g m e o n m y last day . W e b e c a m e g o o d 
f r i e n d s a f t e r a n d he v i s i t e d m e a f e w yea rs ago . I 
t h i n k t h a t a t e a c h e r a n d a p u p i l s h o u l d be w i l l i n g t o 
f o r g e t a n i n c i d e n t as s o o n as it is over . 

M y f i r s t ca r w a s a S t u d y b a k e r a n d I h a d it fo r e i gh t 
y e a r s . Ford c a r s w e r e ve r y p o p u l a r t h e n a n d la ter 
c a m e t h e b u l l n o s e d M o r r i s . T h e o n l y p e t r o l p u m p s in 
t o w n w e r e J o h n n y M u r r a y s , D e v l i s a n d L y n c h ' s . 

I b e c a m e ve ry i n t e r e s t e d in p r i m e b r e e d i n g ca t t l e at 
a b o u t t h e age of t w e n t y . T h i s i n t e r e s t has l i ved o n a n d 
I a m t h e P r e s i d e n t of t h e P r i m e B r e e d e r s A s s o c i a t i o n 
fo r t h e last f e w y e a r s . I s t i l l g o to t h e M a r t e v e r y day of 
t he w e e k , a n d he lp w i t h t h e w r i t i n g of f a r m i n g c o l u m n s 
for t he ' I r ish Independent ' . 

W h e n I c a m e to C o o l f a r n a f i r s t w e u s e d to m e e t in 
t h e loca l ' R a m b l i n g H o u s e ' w h i c h w a s M u r t 
M c H a l e ' s . T h a t w a s t h e loca l Da i l w h e r e a l l 
c o n t e n t i o u s m a t t e r s w e r e d i s c u s s e d s u c h as t h e 
i n t r o d u c t i o n of T .B. t e s t i n g fo r c a t t l e w h i c h c a u s e d 
s o m e f i e r c e d e b a t e s . Feats of s t r e n g t h w e r e a l so 
d i s c u s s e d a n d t h e m o s t voca l w o u l d h a v e to p r ov e 
themse lves against opponents s i t t ing o n the k i tchen f loor 
u s i n g t h e h a n d l e of a b r u s h to p u l l o n e a n o t h e r up . 
Q u e s t i o n s s u c h as w h o w o u l d c u t t h e w i d e s t s w a r t h 
a n d w h o c o u l d pu t t h e l onges t w h e t o n t h e b lade of 
t he scythe w e r e also debated. In o lden t imes there 
w a s a L a n d l o r d ' s e s t a t e in L o g b o y a n d a t e n a n t w a s 
e n t i t l e d t o a l l he c o u l d c u t in a day . O n e f e l l o w w a s 
g o o d a n d he k n e w it - b u t t h e loca l l ads gave h i m a 
p u r g a t i v e w h i c h c a u s e d h i m a lot of p r o b l e m s t h e 
f o l l o w i n g d a y u n t i l he e v e n t u a l l y h a d to d i s c a r d h is 
t r ouse rs as it s l o w e d h i m d o w n too m u c h . S o m e of 
t h e s e at ou r local r a m b l i n g h o u s e w e r e Peter (Alec) 
M c D o n n e l l , Pat K e a n e , J i m m y (Andy ) M c G a r r y , Red 
L y o n s a n d B r i a n M a g u i r e (al l deceased ) . The p lace of 
h o n o u r at t h e f i r e w a s g i v e n to t h e o ldes t . Peop le 
f o u n d t h e n e w idea of C e r t i f i c a t e s fo r c a t t l e t e s t i n g a n 
a w f u l c o d . I b o u g h t m y f i r s t c o w fo r e i g h t p o u n d s a n d 
t e n s h i l l i n g s . The loca l f a r m s w e r e ve ry s m a l l a n d I 
o f t e n w o n d e r h o w p e o p l e e x s i s t e d at a l l . W i t h f e w 
e x c e p t i o n s t h e m e n w e n t t o E n g l a n d w h i l e t he i r 
w i v e s l ooked a f t e r t h e f a r m s . T h e m e n g e n e r a l l y cu t 
t h e t u r f a n d p u t d o w n t h e c r o p s b e f o r e t h e y lef t eve ry 
year . 

T h e f a r m h o m e s w e r e sel f s u p p o r t i n g u n i t s a n d 
tea a n d s u g a r w e r e t h e o n l y t h i n g s t h a t w e r e b o u g h t . 
T h e y h a d t h e i r o w n w h e a t f o r w h e a t e n m e a l . Pigs 
w e r e r e a r e d a n d s w e e t e n e d w i t h l i n s e e d m e a l for 
k i l l i n g . The o f f a l s d i d t h e n e i g h b o u r s fo r a w e e k . The 
p u d d i n g s a n d h a m s w e r e love ly a n d w e r e not 
p r e m e a t e d by sa l t as in t h e p r e s e n t day . The u s u a l 
d i n n e r w a s b a c o n a n d c a b b a g e . W h e n v i s i t o r s c a m e 
t h e c h i c k e n w a s c a u g h t I o f t e n s a w m y M o t h e r have t h e 
c h i c k e n in t h e pot w i t h i n a n h o u r of k i l l i n g . F a r m e r s 
g r e w p l e n t y of c a b b a g e , p o t a t o e s a n d t u r n i p s a n d 
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W e h a d to c u t t h e r oads to de te r t h e B r i t i s h a n d t h i s 
w a s h a r d w o r k . I r e m e m b e r a d v i s i n g s o m e v o l u n t e e r 
s no t t o c u t a p a r t i c u l a r r o a d bu t m y w a r n i n g w e n t 
u n h e e d e d a n d t h e f o u r m e n w e r e b l o w n up bu t lucki ly 
t h r e e of t h e m su rv i ved t h e blast . 
For rec rea t i on t h e loca l lads w o u l d t h r o w in a f e w bob 
a n d have a " j o i n pa r t y " . The w o m e n d id t h e cook ing , 
a n d por ter w a s served to t h e m e n a n d c lare t t o the 
w o m e n , by t w o n o n - d r i nke rs . T h e c le rgy b a n n e d those 
a n d I reca l l C a n o n M c H u g h ra id ing o n e of t h e m w i t h a 
s t ick . Th i s e v e n t u a l l y led to t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e 
f o u r p e n n y d a n c e ha l l s a n d t o d a y s d i s c o ' s w i t h al l 
t h e i r i n h e r e n t d a n g e r s . 

Fr. M o a n a n d m y s e l f s t a r t e d t h e Ca tho l i c Boy 
S c o u t s in 1 9 3 1 . The m a i n ac t i v i t y w a s d r i l l i n g a n d 
g o i n g o n c a m p . W e w e n t t o R o m e in 1 9 3 2 . I w a s 
C o m m i s s i o n e r fo r t h e D i o c e s e at o n e s tage . The 
o t h e r S c o u t s u s e d to s tage p l ays a n d c o n c e r t s . Pat 
K i r by R.I.P. w a s a g r e a t s i n g e r . E a m o n M u r r a y w a s 
g rea t o n t h e v i o l i n j O l i v e r C u n n i n g h a m w a s o n e o f t h e 
bes t a c t o r s w e ever h a d . I r e m e m b e r h i m a c t i n g t h e 
pa r t of a n o l d w o m a n in P e a r s e ' s Play " T h e M o t h e r " 
a n d h i s o w n m o t h e r d i d n ' t k n o w h i m ! T h e s a m e n i g h t 
he p l a y e d t h e pa r t of a Be l f as t u r c h i n at a f oo tba l l 
m a t c h a n d G e o r g e F i t z m a u r i c e a n d h i m s e l f ac ted as 
t w o s t r ee t g i r l s . Patsy C u n n i n g h a m w a s a g o o d ac to r 
a l so . T h e f i r s t S c o u t d e n w a s in R u a n e ' s w h e r e Peter 
L y n c h la te r l i ved a n d over t h e p r e s e n t day A b b e y Dry 
C l e a n e r s p r e m i s e s . 

T h e r e w a s no v a n d a l i s m in t h o s e days . The S c o u t s 
kep t t h e y o u n g boys o c c u p i e d . In m y w h o l e t i m e in t h e 
Boy ' s S c h o o l - o n l y 4 p a n e s of g l ass w e r e b r o k e n a n d 
t h e s e h a d to be r e p l a c e d by p a r e n t s of t h e o f f e n d e r 
a n d cos t a r o u n d 1 0 s h i l l i n g s . 

W e h a d n o p roper p lay ing fac i l i t ies a n d l i t t le progress 
w a s m a d e in a n y f o r m of a th le t i c t r a i n i n g . U n f o r t u n a t e ­
ly t h e boys had to be c o n t e n t w i t h r o u g h a n d t u m b l e 
g a m e s in t h e p l ayg round . 

m a d e t h e i r o w n j a m s f r o m c r a b app les , b l a c k b e r r i e s 
a n d s loes . T h e m a d e s loe g i n by p o u r i n g g i n o n s loes 
a n d a l l o w i n g t h e m to f e r m e n t . T h e b l o o d of a c h i c k e n 
w a s m i x e d w i t h f l o u r , b u t t e r , o n i o n s a n d n u t m e g a n d 
bo i led. T h e s e d u m p l i n g s w o u l d be pu t a r o u n d t h e ha l f 
bo i l ed c h i c k e n a n d t h e t a s t e w o u l d t ake c o c k l e s o f f 
y o u r h e a r t . 

Repa i r w o r k w a s d o n e at t h e f o r g e a n d to t h i s d a y 
t h e bes t w e l d i n g is d o n e t h e r e . The l e n g t h of c l o t h 
w a s b o u g h t in t h e s h o p s w h i c h h a d t h e i r o w n c u t t e r s . 
T h e r e w e r e no c l o t h e s of f t h e peg . I h a v e a 
p h o t o g r a p h of m y s e l f in a su i t w h i c h m y m o t h e r m a d e 
c o s t i n g 1 0 p e n c e ha 'penny . 

The eggs a n d b u t t e r w e r e so ld in t o w n a n d t h e 
m o n e y u s e d to b u y l u x u r i e s . T h e m o n e y f r o m t h e sa le 
of ca t t l e w a s l o d g e d in t h e b a n k a n d w a s o n l y 
w i t h d r a w n fo r a d o w r y , a f u n e r a l or t h e p u r c h a s e of 
l a n d . O n e Bank M a n a g e r in t o w n t o l d m e t h e r e w a s 
m o r e m o n e y o n depos i t in B a l l y h a u n i p B r a n c h t h a n 
a n y o t h e r in t h e c o u n t r y . 

E v e r y o n e w e n t t o t h e m a r k e t in B a l l y h a u n i s o n a 
T u e s d a y . B u t t e r w a s so ld in f i r k i n s a n d b r o u g h t to 
D u b l i n a n d o t h e r c i t i es . T h e y o u n g . w o m e n neve r 
s m o k e d a n d t h e o lde r w o m e n a n d m e n s m o k e d t h e 
p ipe or W o o d b i n e c i g a r e t t e s . 

I s a w t h e hook b e i n g u s e d to c u t c r o p s in S c r i g g . 
The local M i l l w a s at J u d g e ' s house . Later t h e f a r m e r s 
got scy thes a n d a " m e i t h e a l " of m e n w o r k e d in o n e f i e ld 
w i t h t h e best m e n to w e t t h e scy the be ing fu l l y 
e m p l o y e d s h a r p e n i n g scy thes at o n e e n d of it. 

T h e n c a m e t h e m o w i n g m a c h i n e s p u l l e d by 
h o r s e s a n d t h e s e w o u l d w o r k fo r t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s a 
day w i t h a c h a n g e of h o r s e s . J i m L y o n s R.I.P. w a s o n e 
of t h e f i r s t t o have a m o w i n g m a c h i n e in t h e a rea 
T h e s e w e r e la ter r e p l a c e d by t h e t r a c t o r a n d m o w e r . 

D u r i n g t h e w a r of I n d e p e n d e n c e I w a s s u p p o s e d to 
be t h e h e a d of I.R.B. In te l l i gence in R o s c o m m o n . 
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Dr. E. A. Waldron By S e a m u s Durkan 

DR. WALDRON 

To wri te an article on o n e s u c h a s Dr. Waldron is a 
daunt ing prospec t and t o try to c o m p r e s s it into a 
f ew hundred words is a task which can only be faced 
with diffidence if not trepidation; for Dr. Waldron's 41 
yrs. of dedication and dilligent service to the 
C o m m u n i t y has m a d e his n a m e s y n o n o m o u s w i t h 
that of Bal lyhaunis . H o w e v e r , brevity d o e s not 
m e a n lack of e s t e e m and af fect ion: bionn bias ar an 
m b e a g a n l " 

B o r n in B a l l a g h a d r e e n s i x t y - n i n e y e a r s a g o , he 
q u a l i f i e d as a m e d i c a l d o c t o r in U.C.G. in 1 9 3 4 . He 
w a s a b r i l l i a n t s t u d e n t a n d he has r e m a i n e d a s t u d e n t 
a l l h i s l i fe : h i s r i c h e x p e r i e n c e w a s e n h a n c e d by 
f u r t h e r s t u d y a n d he kep t u p w i t h eve ry m o d e r n 
a d v a n c e in m e d i c i n e . A f t e r a p e r i o d as h o u s e s u r g e o n 
in t h e o l d C e n t r a l H o s p i t a l - n o w r e p l a c e d by t h e 
R e g i o n a l H o s p i t a l - G a l w a y , he p r a c t i s e d m e d i c i n e a t 
t h e D e r b y Roya l I n f i r m a r y , t h e n r e t u r n e d t o I r e l a n d 
a n d se t up p r a c t i c e in B a l l y h a u n i s in 1 9 3 9 . 

For a W a l d r o n , t o c o m e t o B a l l y h a u n i s w a s to 
r e t u r n t o h is o w n , a r e t u r n t o h i s r oo t s , f o r t h e o r i g i n s 
of h i s f a m i l y l ie d e e p l y e m b e d d e d in B a l l y h a u n i s 
h i s to ry . In c o m m o n w i t h m a n y o l d e s t a b l i s h e d 
B a l l y h a u n i s f a m i l i e s h e w a s s u r r o u n d e d by r e l a t i v e s 
of v a r y i n g d e g r e e of k i n s h i p , a n d w i t h s u c h a w i d e 
c o n n e c t i o n h is f u t u r e p r o s p e c t s w e r e b r i g h t f r o m t h e 
ve ry b e g i n n i n g . 

L ike m a n y a y o u n g d o c t o r h i s m a t e r i a l p o s s e s s i o n s 
w e r e s l i gh t , a n d in a w a r t i m e - or e m e r g e n c y -
s i t u a t i o n h is ca l l s h a d to m a d e o n a b i cyc le b u t t h e s e 
d r a w b a c k s w e r e o v e r c o m e by t h e w e a l t h of h i s 
p r o f e s s i o n a l t a l e n t s . . . h i s p e r s o n a l i t y . . . h i s s e n s e of 
a p p r e c i a t i o n a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g . . . t h e s e b u i l t up a 
r e p u t a t i o n a n d p r a c t i c e t h a t c h a l l e n g e d h i s 
i n d o m i t a b l e g o o d w i l l , s t a m i n a , a n d b i c yc l e l T h i r t y 
m i l e s r a d i u s w o u l d a fa i r e s t i m a t e of h i s n o r m a l 
w o r k i n g d i s t r i c t , bu t he h a d c l i e n t s e v e n f u r t h e r a 
f i e l d . Today , or i n t h e no t t oo d i s t a n t f u t u r e , s u c h a 
r a n g e of ac t i v i t y w o u l d s e e m to d e m a n d t h e s e r v i c e of 
a h e l i c o p t e r l 

A s a m a n h i s m o s t o u t s t a n d i n g a t t r i b u t e m u s t be 
h is s i m p l i c i t y a n d h u m i l i t y : t o h is i m m e d i a t e f r i e n d s -
a n d t h e y a re m a n y - he w a s " E a m o n " t o o t h e r s he 
w a s Dr. E a m o n - a t i t l e of a f f e c t i o n as w e l l as respec t . 

A s a y o u n g d o c t o r he w o r k e d a f u l l d a y - i n d e e d in 
t h o s e e a r l y d a y s h e c o u l d be c a l l e d o n at a n y t i m e of 
t h e d a y or n i g h t o n a n y day of t h e w e e k . T h o u g h t h e 
f i n a n c i a l r e w a r d fo r h i s l a b o u r w a s a m e r e p i t t a n c e 
w h e n h i s ab i l i t y a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s a re 
t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t ye t h i s s e r v i c e t o b o t h r i ch a n d 
poor , w a s o f t h e h i g h s t a n d a r d t h a t h a s m a d e t h e 
n a m e of I r i sh G.P. 's h o n o u r e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
med ica l w o r l d . He w a s espec ia l l y k i n d to w o m e n a n d 
c h i l d r e n a n d t hey t h r o n g e d h is w a i t i n g - r o o m w i t h hope 
a n d t rus t . 

He w a s b l e s s e d in h i s f a m i l y l i fe w i t h t h e h e l p o f h i s 
w i f e , A n n , w h o c o u l d be sa id t o be h is f i rs t recept ion is t . 
W i t h her he lp , t h e h a p p i n e s s of h i s d a u g h t e r s , a n d t h e 
b less ing of robus t h e a l t h , h e t h r e w h imse l f 
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y i n to h is w o r k a n d t h e serv ice of t h e 
C o m m u n i t y . 

A t h i s h o m e , St . A n n e ' s , o n t h e ap t l y n a m e d 
" D o c t o r s R d , " h e i n t e r e s t e d h i m s e l f i n r a i s i n g 
p u r e b r e d c a t t l e , a n d p o n i e s . H i s i n t e r e s t i n t h e la t te r 
m a d e h i m a k e e n f o l l o w e r o f R a c i n g a n d la ter h e 
b e c a m e a r a c e h o r s e o w n e r . 

He w a s w h a t w e ca l l i n I r e l a n d , a " s p o r t s m a n " a n d 
t h e g a m e of c a r d s w a s h i g h o n h i s r e c r e a t i o n a l l is t of 
p a s t i m e s . He w a s a s k i l l e d B r i d g e p laye r , b u t 1 1 0 a n d 
Poker a l so o c c u p i e d h i m . T h e r e w a s a r i t u a l c a r d 
g a m e w h i c h w e n t o n e v e r y S u n d a y n i g h t f o r y e a r s ; it 
h a d a r e g u l a r " s c h o o l " , b u t t h e v e n u e a l t e r n a t e d 
b e t w e e n Dr. W a l d r o n ' s a n d Dr . J o y c e ' s . T h e r e w a s a n 
u n w r i t t e n r u l e t h a t if a s ick ca l l c a m e t h e hos t doc to r 
s t a y e d w i t h t h e g u e s t s , w h i l e t h e v i s i t o r t ook to t h e 
r o a d . 

E a m o n h a d to a n s w e r m a n y ca l l s t h a t d i d n o t 
r e q u i r e h i s m e d i c a l s k i l l , b u t d e m a n d e d h i s t a l e n t s o f 
p r u d e n c e a n d t ac t : ove r t h e y e a r s he w a s c a l l e d o n to 
h a n d l e m a n y loca l p r o b l e m s - p r o b l e m s t h a t w e r e 
b ig in t h e l i fe o f a s m a l l c o m m u n i t y . I nev i t ab l y he w a s 
a s k e d to t ake o n t h e d i f f i c u l t t ask of c h a i r i n g 
con t rove rs ia l m e e t i n g s a n d a rb i t ra te o n or so lve s o m e 
d i s p u t e . H is c o u r t e s y , ab i l i t y a n d u r b a n i t y in t h e s e 
t h o r n y f i e l d s w e r e u n s u r p a s s e d . 

M y f i r s t c o n t a c t w i t h Dr. E a m o n w a s w h e n I w a s a 
y o u n g S c o u t Leade r d u r i n g t h e e a r l y y e a r s of t h e 
E m e r g e n c y . He k i n d l y g a v e a c o u r s e in F i rs t A i d t o t h e 
sen io r Scou ts . It is i n te res t i ng to reca l l t ha t t h e 
e x a m i n a t i o n a t t h e e n d of t h i s c o u r s e t o o k p l a c e in t h e 
O l d V o c a t i o n a l S c h o o l , t h e n s i t u a t e d at t h e back of 
F o r d e ' s , o n t h e S q u a r e . 

I d o n ' t k n o w h o w m a n y o r g a n i s a t i o n s he w a s 
i n v o l v e d i n , b u t h i s l o n g e s t m e m b e r s h i p m u s t have 
b e e n t h a t of t h e Go l f C l u b . I u n d e r s t a n d he has b e e n a 
m e m b e r ever s i n c e h i s a r r i v a l i n B a l l y h a u n i s a n d has 
f i l l e d m a n y of i ts o f f i ces , i n c l u d i n g t h a t o f b e i n g t h e 
i n c o m i n g P r e s i d e n t . He w a s a f o u n d e r m e m b e r of t h e 
B r i d g e C l u b : he b e l o n g e d t o t h e B i l l i a r d a n d S n o o k e r 
C l u b a n d is a k e e n f i s h e r m a n . In a l l t h e s e p u r s u i t s he 
e x c e l l e d . 

F r o m i ts i n c e p t i o n h e w a s a v e r y ac t i ve m e m b e r of 
t h e B a l l y h a u n i s T o w n I m p r o v e m e n t s C o m m i t t e e , 
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which later b e c a m e the Development Associat ion. 
During my years as Honourary Secretary, he did his 
stint as Chairman. The Development Associat ion 
endeavoured to attract Industry to the town, but not 
all its efforts w e r e crowned with s u c c e s s - Dr. Eamon 
may have delivered half the babies in Ballyhaunis 
district, but o n e "baby" he failed to deliver w a s the 
"Liga Baby!" 

The Development Committe spent years at meet­
ings, discussions, in travelling and entertaining 
all in an effort to secure this factory for Ballyhaunis. 
Eamon Waldron w a s very much involved in t h e s e 
negotiations. In 1 9 5 4 w e flew to Holland, for a f ew 
days. W e had lengthy d i scuss ions with the founder, 
and his son , the Manager. W e w e r e confident of 
s u c c e s s , as the Dutch principals had made a return 
visit to Ballyhaunis. A site w a s purchased, plans 
w e r e drawn up, a sizable government grant w a s 
allocated, and packing of the product w a s actually 
done in Ballyhaunis. But the project never 
materialised and as to why...it s e e m s w e will never 
knowl 

On that trip to Holland, Eamon caused near 
consternation in o n e of the most high c lass s tores in 
Amsterdam: he w e n t to purchase an Easter Bonnet 
for Ann, but began his b u s i n e s s in Irish! The store 
prided itself on its ability to conduct its b u s i n e s s in a 
wide range of foreign languages , and immediately 
called on all their l inguists . . .however none could 
even recognise the strange tongue. Finally he put an 
end to their embarassment by graciously turning to 
Englishl 

Raw Herring...A Dutch delicacy that w a s 
recommended to us. . . is not to everyone's tastel Our 
host in Amsterdam w a s a connois seur in food and he 
persuaded Eamon to have a go. Being a man of s imple 
taste I w e n t for the very attractive Ice Cream. That 
night Eamon did not feel too well . . .his c o m m e n t to 
our travelling companion w a s "Don't tell Durkanl" 

Among his medical co l l eagues he w a s highly 
respected and for many years w a s a member of the 
Irish Medical Associat ion. 

Only s o m e o n e w h o w a s closely assoc iated with 
him in his many and varied activities could do full 
justice in a short article to man of such stature as 
Eamon Waldron.. .he w a s involved in s o many 
activities that o n e wonders w h e r e he got the time, 
but then, isn't the old proverb proved to be true. "Only 
a busy man can make timel". 

The f o l l o w i n g is t h e t ex t of t h e inscription o n the 
i l luminated scroll w h i c h w a s p r e s e n t e d t o Dr. E.A. 
Waldron by t h e p e o p l e of Bal lyhaunis and 
surrounding area o n A u g u s t 1 5 t h 1 9 8 0 t o mark his 
ret irement . 

Don Dhochtuir Eamon A. de Bhaldraithe ona 
chairde, muintir Bheal Atha h-Amhnais agus an 
ceanntar maguaird, beannahct agus buiochas. 
Practice, the people of Ballyhaunis and surrounding 
districts take this opportunity to express to you, Dr. 
Eamon A. Waldron, their gratitude, e s t e e m and 
affectionate good w i s h e s for a long, happy and 
s e r e n e retirement. 

W e recall with a special affection your healing skill 
as a physican w h e n you brought relief and health to 
so many stricken on a bed of pain: your strengthening 
presence , counse l and friendship in the h o m e s of sick 
and your ever present humour and wit that reassured 
and brought consolat ion to s o many. In the social and 
economic life of our community you w e r e ever ready 
to support and further the development of s c h e m e s to 
improve the quality of life, and in the field of charity, 
only God can know the full extent of your kindness to 
the l e s s fortunate, the lonely, the handicapped, those 
in hidden need. 

As a doctor you w e r e aware of the value of leisure 
and you promoted the g a m e s and pas t imes that not 
only a m u s e but develop the physical body: the 
pursuits that develop too the s turdiness of spirit that 
enr iches the w h o l e man in his spirtual destiny. In 
such varied recreations a s Golf and Bridge you 
s h o w e d that you w e r e no mean exponent of these 
activities which you s o generous ly fostered. As a 
follower of the Sport of Kings you brought lustre to 
our area and w e all shared in your truimphs on the 
turf. 

Finally, w e thank God, for your w i t n e s s as a truly 
committed Christian Gent leman, an Irishman w h o 
w a s proud of his heritage and has deeply carved an 
unfading place in our affections. 

In this testimonial you will find s c e n e s of your 
beloved and loving Ballyhaunis: like Virgil /ou will 
perhaps say: 

"Forsan at haec olim m e m i n i s s e juvabit" -
"Perhaps it will be joy to remember t h e s e things one 
day." Aen. Bk. 1. 

Beannacht De, na Maighdene glormhaire is 
ar do bhealach do bhothar is do chasan. 

DONALD K. MORAN & SONS 
BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
K n o x S t r e e t B a l l y h a u n i s 

Telephone Ballyhaunis 79 
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B A L L Y H A U N I S R E V I S I T E D 
Patrick Joseph Dyer produced the following poem in 1933 on 

a visit to Ballyhaunis with his war experiences in France in 1918 
still engraven in his mind. Mr. Dyer is still alive and well in the 
U.S.A. (Reprinted by courtesy of the 'Western People') 

'T is n i g h 4 0 y e a r s s i n c e I lef t B a l l y h a u n i s 
A n d c r o s s e d t h e w i l d o c e a n , a l i v i ng to m a k e 
W h e n s a y i n g f a r e w e l l t o m y f r i e n d s a n d c o m p a n i o n s 
M y h e a r t so s a d , t h a t I t h o u g h t it w o u l d b reak . 

I r e m e m b e r t h a t m o r n i n g - it w a s in t h e G a y 
S p r i n g t i m e , 

The s u n s h o n e o u t b r i g h t a n d t h e m e r r y b i r d s a n g . 
The p r i m r o s e p e e p e d shy l y f r o m u n d e r t h e h e d g e r o w 
W h i l e l oud in c l ea r a i r , t h e c u c k o o ' s n o t e s a n g . 

T h o ' m a n y t h e yea rs p a s s e d , it s e e m s b u t a d a y s i n c e , 
M y M o t h e r a n d Fa the r I k i s s e d o 'er a n d o 'e r . 
It w a s l i t t le , I t h o u g h t , w h e n t h e y m u r m u r e d " G o d 

s p e e d y o u . " 
M y bes t f r i e n d s o n e a r t h I'd neve r see m o r e . 

In t h e C h u r c h y a r d b e y o n d , t h e y a re c a l m l y r e p o s i n g , 
The i r life's to i l is o 'e r a n d t h e i r sp i r i t s at res t , 
A n d I o f t e n w o n d e r w h e n t h i n k i n g a b o u t t h e m , 
If t h e y e 'er t h i n k m e in t h e L a n d of t h e B l e s t l 

0 dea r B a l l y h a u n i s , t h e day t h a t w e p a r t e d 
A s t o u t s t r a p p i n g g o s o o n , I w a s , s t r a i g h t a n d t a l l , 
M y ha i r r a v e n b lack a n d m y l a u g h l i gh t a n d h e a r t y , 
B u t n o b o d y ' s lef t n o w to k n o w m e at a l l . 

1 s e a r c h fo r o l d f aces , I seek o u t o l d f r i e n d s , 
W h e r e , w h e r e a re t h e y g o n e to - w h e r e c a n t h e y be 

f o u n d ? 
A h ! s o m e l ike t h e s w a l l o w s have w a n d e r e d fa r a w a y . 
A n d s o m e w o r n o u t , have s u n k i n t o t h e g r o u n d . 

I l ean o 'e r t h e b r i d g e a n d I w a t c h t h e s t r e a m 
f l o w i n g 

Its m u s i c is s o o t h i n g a n d p l e a s a n t t o hea r ; 
I gaze o n t h e h i l l s i d e a n d see t h e o ld A b b e y , 
L ike s e n t i n e l l o o k i n g a fa r a n d a n e a r . 

Fo r l o rn a n d l one l y I s t ro l l a l l t h e m a i n s t r e e t s r o u n d 
The M a i n St. , a n d K n o x St . , B r i dge St. , as w e l l ; 
The c h u r c h a n d f a i r g r e e n , t h e s q u a r e a n d b a l l - a l l e y , 
Each p lace ca l l s up m e m o r i e s , t o m a n y to t e l l . 

The s a i n t l y o ld C a n o n is l ong g o n e to g lo ry , 
I k n e e l oe ' r t h e spo t w h e r e n o w s l e e p i n g he l ies , 
A k iss I i m p r i n t o n t h e c o l d g r o u n d a b o v e h i m , 
A n d p ray fo r h is s o u l w i t h so f t t e a r s in m y e y e s . 

I s a u n t e r a l o n g t o w a r d s t h e f i e l d w h e r e t h e races , 
W h e r e h e l d in t h e o ld t i m e s , o n c e f a m e d T o o r a r e e , 
Bu t no t r a c e of t h e h o r s e s , t h e t e n t s or t h e 

g r a n d s t a n d , 
Nor m e r r y c r o w d s j o s t l i n g at a l l c a n I see . 

W i t h g h o s t s of t h e pas t in m y m e m o r y h a u n t e d 
A n d sad r e c o l l e c t i o n c o m e t h r o n g i n g a r o u n d , 
D e s e r t e d a n d e m p t y m y h e a r t f e e l s w i t h i n m e , 
W h e n t h i n g s loved of yo re c a n neve r be f o u n d . 

T h e fa i r a n d m a r k e t , t h e ' P a t t e r n ' a n d races 
W e r e d a y s of d e l i g h t , fo r t h e y o u n g a n d o l d ; 
T h e s p o r t s o n t h e f a i r g r e e n , t h e f o o t b a l l o n S u n d a y s 
O h ! t h o u g h t s of m y B o y h o o d m o r e p r e c i o u s t h a n 

I m i s s Dr. C r e a n a n d l i k e w i s e J o h n N o Nea ry , g o ' d l 

T h e " B i g " a n d " S m a l l " W a l d r o n ' s a n d s t o u t Cono r 
F l y n n , 

T o m C a u l f i e l d , J o h n C h a r l e s a n d bo ld Pat 
M c C o n v i l l e , 

J a m e s G r e a l l y , Pat S m y t h a n d s o m e m o r e d e c e n t 
m e n . 

J o h n M a c , T h o m a s N e a r y a n d h o n e s t J a m e s Lyons , 
M i k e M u r p h y , ' S t r o n g B o a r d ' as w e u s e d to ca l l h i m 

t h e n , 
A n d j o l l y T o m G lavey , w h o l i ved d o w n in K n o x S t ree t , 
W i t h G a l l a g h e r s s e r m o n s h e l d up to h is c h i n . 

To n a m e a l l t h e f r i e n d s , a n d t h e k i n d l y o ld peop le , 
W h o s e f a c e s a n d m a n n e r s , I c l e a r l y r e c a l l . 
W o u l d t ake a l o n g d a y f r o m S u n r i s e to S u n d o w n , 
G o d s B l e s s i n g be w i t h t h e m , I p ray o n e a n d a l l . 

T h e c h a n g e s a re m a n y I see a l l a b o u t m e , 
A n d s t r a n g e a re t h e f a c e s I gaze o n t o d a y ; 
F a m i l i a r o l d n a m e s f r o m t h e s i g n b o a r d s a re v a n i s h e d 
T h e n e w p u s h i n g o l d eve r o u t of t h e w a y . 

0 d e a r B a l l y h a u n i s , t h e f i r s t t i m e w e p a r t e d , 
A f i n e h a r d y lad , ' t r o t h I w a s to be s u r e ; 
1 r o u g h e d it s o m e s i n c e , a n d t h o u g h t o u g h w a s t h e 

s t r u g g l e , 
I c a n h o l d m y h e a d h i g h - l w a s h o n e s t t h o ' poor . 

M y locks a re n o w w h i t e , a n d t h e y e a r s w e i g h u p o n 
m e , 

T h i s b r o w is a l l w r i n k l e d a n d f u r r o w e d w i t h ca re ; 
L ike a t r o j a n I've f o u g h t in t h e t h i c k of l i f es ba t t l e , 
A n d w o n a l l t h e r e w a r d s a poo r lad c o u l d ge t t h e r e 

To n o o n e o n e a r t h d o I n o w o w e a do l l a r , 
For w h o m t h e s u n s h o n e o u t I t r i e d t o m a k e hay , 
A n d t h i s is no b r a g , t h o ' I say it as s h o u l d n ' t , 
A t r i f l e I s a v e d fo r t h e da rk r a i n y day . 

F a r e w e l l , B a l l y h a u n i s , I n o w m u s t be g o i n g , 
Bu t m a y b e G o d w i l l i n g , s o m e d a y I'll c o m e back 
To g l i de l ike a g h o s t t h r o ' y o u r s t r e e t s , l a n e s a n d 

a l leys , 
To see h o w v o u l ike a n d w h a t t h i n g s y o u s t i l l lack. 

M y b l e s s i n g be w i t h y o u e v e r y n i g h t , n o o n a n d 
m o r n i n g , 

Y o u h o l d a l l t h a t ' s d e a r e s t to m e u p o n e a r t h -
T h e d u s t of m y p e o p l e a n d h o m e of f o n d e s t 

m e m o r i e s , 
A d i e u B a l l y h a u n i s , t h e l a n d of m y b i r t h . 

Patrick J o s e p h Dyer. 
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HIELIMPSES 0F THE PASTgH 
M i k e J e n n i n g s w a s b o r n in F e b r u a r y of 1 9 0 4 a n d 

l i ves in Logboy . J i m L u n d o n s p e n t a f e w h o u r s t a l k i n g 
to h i m a b o u t h i s l i fe a n d t i m e s . 
MEMORIES OF THE PAST: 

W e b e g a n t a l k i n g a b o u t s c h o o l days . M i k e a t t e n d e d 
Logboy N a t i o n a l S c h o o l a n d le f t i n 1 9 1 9 or so . O v e r 
1 3 0 p u p i l s a t t e n d e d . Each s c h o l a r b r o u g h t a c r i b of 
t u r f a n d m a d e a reek in t h e s c h o o l y a r d . S c h o o l b e g a n 
at 9 . 3 0 a . m . a n d e n d e d at 3 . 3 0 p .m . e x c e p t f o r t h e 
' d r i l l i n g ' . He r e m e m b e r s a n R.I.C. S e r g e a n t f r o m 
Redpark c o m i n g i n t o t h e s c h o o l t o ask t h e P r i nc i pa l t o 
get t h e 5 t h , 6 t h a n d 7 t h c l ass boys to d r i l l a n d be 
ready fo r c o n s c r i p t i o n . T h e y u s e d to d r i l l i n t h e c h u r c h 
y a r d . T h e s u b j e c t s i n c l u d e d A r i t h m e t i c , E n g l i s h , 
H i s to ry , S i n g i n g a n d C a t e c h i s m . T h e r e w a s no I r i sh . 

MARRIAGE 

Peop le go t m a r r i e d a t a ve r y y o u n g a g e , h e 
c o n t i n u e d - m a n y a t e i g h t e e n a n d n i n e t e e n . T h e b o y 
w o u l d w o r k fo r a f a r m e r at 2 / 6 per day . He s t a y e d 
w i t h t h e f a r m e r a n d s h e s t a y e d w i t h he r f a t h e r . A f t e r 
a t i m e t h e y go t a c o t t a g e - b u i l t w i t h s t o n e s . A c w t . of 
c e m e n t cos t 2 s h i l l i n g s a n d £ 2 . 0 0 w o u l d b u y t i m b e r 
f o r t h e h o u s e . E l o p e m e n t s w e r e a l so f a i r l y c o m m o n . 
M a t c h m a k i n g w a s a l so f a i r l y c o m m o n , o f t e n d o n e in 
a B a l l y h a u n i s p u b - a g i r l w o u l d be e x p e c t e d to h a v e 
£ 3 0 0 - £ 4 0 0 of a d o w r y . H is g r a n d f a t h e r t o l d h i m of a 
g i r l w h o h a d a d o w r y of o n l v f o u r b u n d l e s of rods fo r 
t h a t c h i n g . 

FAIRS 
M i k e ' s s t o r i es a b o u t f a i r s w e r e f a s c i n a t i n g . O n t h e 

fa i r day he w a s up at 5 . 0 0 a . m . , h a d b r e a k f a s t a n d lef t 
f o r t h e f a i r g r e e n at 6 . 3 0 a . m . S p r i n g i n g c o w s w e r e 
£ 2 0 . 0 0 , s p r i n g i n g h e i f e r s w e r e b e t w e e n £ 1 5 . 0 0 a n d 
£ 1 9 . 0 0 . T h e t o w n w a s c r o w d e d w i t h ' c h e a p j a c k s ' 
w h o so ld t o o l s , b u c k e t s , c l o t h e s e tc . , w e r e w e i g h e d . 
Peop le b o u g h t year o l d c a l v e s fo r £ 8 . 0 0 to £ 9 . 0 0 . 

O n e day w h e n he w a s in 6 t h c l ass , h i s f a t h e r 
b o u g h t a f e w p igs i n t o B a l l y h a u n i s t o h o u s e t h e m fo r 
t h e fa i r . He m e t a c o u s i n w h o h e l p e d h i m . T h e y w e n t 
fo r a d r i n k a n d h a d t w o p i n t s ; he h a d a b o t t l e of 
l e m o n a d e a n d c h o c o l a t e - c o s t i n g t h e la rge s u m of 5 d 
or 2V ip in t o d a y s m o n e y . Tha t w a s in 1 9 1 9 . 

D A Y S OUT 
St. Pa t r i cks Day w a s t h e b ig day in B a l l y h a u n i s . The 

G a l w a y Bagp ipe B a n d c a m e in h o r s e d r a w n 
c a r r i a g e s . The B o h o l a B a n d a lso c a m e . A c a t t l e fa i r 
w a s f r o m 6 . 0 0 a . m . to da rk . T h o u s a n d s c r o w d e d i n t o 
t h e t o w n i n c l u d i n g m e n s e l l i n g a s h - p l a n t s fo r t h e 
f i g h t s t h a t o f t e n took p lace in t h e e v e n i n g . Peop le 
w a l k e d , c a m e by d o n k e y , c a m e by c a r t s or t r aps i n t o 
t h e t o w n . A n o t h e r b ig day w a s t h e Day of t h e Races at 
t h e R a c e c o u r s e o n t h e Knock Rd. The h o r s e s w e r e 
s ta l l ed at F a r r a g h e r ' s " D u d l e y A r m s H o t e l " - n o w 
G e o r g e D e l a n e y ' s . The day a f te r t h e G a l w a y Races 
t h e races w e r e h e l d in B a l l y h a u n i s . T h e r e w a s a 
G r a n d s t a n d , t e n t s se l l i ng v a r i o u s w a r e s a n d of 
c o u r s e d r i n k . A d m i s s i o n w a s o n e s h i l l i n g fo r a d u l t s 
a n d s i x p e n c e fo r c h i l d r e n . 
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WAKES 
W a k e s w e r e a b ig o c c a s i o n . If a m a n d i e d at 2 . 0 0 

a . m . he w a s w a k e d a l l day . T w o b a r r e l s of s t ou t w e r e 
b o u g h t in B a l l y h a u n i s , a f e w b o t t l e s of w h i s k e y , 
v a r i o u s w i n e s a n d n e a r l y ha l f a b u l l o c k . C r o w d s 
g a t h e r e d in t h e d e a d h o u s e a n d t h e m o r e c r y i n g d o n e 
by t h e o l d w o m e n t h e m o r e w h i s k e y t h e y go t . He 
r e m e m b e r s o n e e i g h t y - t w o year o l d as b e i n g t h e best 
of t h e lot . W h e n a p e r s o n k n e w he w a s d y i n g he got 
t w o b u n d l e s of s t r a w to be b u r n e d in t h e k i t c h e n to 
r e m i n d h i m of J e s u s in t h e c r i b . W h e n peop le d i ed 
t h e y w e r e la id o u t o n t w o t a b l e s w i t h t h r e e shee t s 
a r o u n d t h e m in a c r i b s t y l e . T h e r e w a s no j o u r n e y to 
t h e c h u r c h o n l y to t h e c e m e t r y a n d at 3 . 0 0 p .m. 

THE U . S . A . C O N N E C T I O N 

In t h e J e n n i n g s f a m i l y in Logboy t h e r e w e r e t h r e e 
s o n s a n d t w o d a u g h t e r s . M i c h a e l a n d M a r y res ide in 
t h e h o m e p l a c e . Pa t r i ck , n o w d e c e a s e d , has t w o 
s o n s , W i l l i a m a n d J o h n . J o h n J e n n i n g s is m a r r i e d in 
t h e U.S.A. a n d has f o u r d a u g h t e r s . F ina l l y t h e r e w a s 
No ra J e n n i n g s a n d he r s t o r y is i n t e r e s t i n g . Nora 
J e n n i n g s m a r r i e d M r . G e o r g e J o s e p h B a t e s w h o w a s 
la te r t o b e c o m e M a y o r of B o s t o n a n d be e l ec ted a 
R e p u b l i c a n C o n g r e s s m a n . In 1 9 4 7 a f te r t h e w a r , 
C o n g r e s s m a n Ba tes a n d Nora v i s i t e d Logboy be fo re 

U.S. Congressman George Joseph Bates wi th his 
wi fe , Nora (nee Jennings). 



g o i n g o n to m e e t P res i den t De V a l e r a a n d t h e I r i sh 
G o v e r n m e n t to a r r a n g e fo r M a r s h a l l A i d t o be 
g r a n t e d to I r e l and . Th i s w a s d u l y d o n e a n d t h e y 
d e p a r t e d t o v is i t s i x t e e n o t h e r c o u n t r i e s r e g a r d i n g 
t h e g r a n t i n g of M a r s h a l l A i d t o t h e m f r o m t h e U.S. 
G o v e r n m e n t . T h r e e y e a r s la te r C o n g r e s s m a n Ba tes 
w a s k i l l ed in a p l a n e c r a s h w i t h 4 6 o t h e r s in 
W a s h i n g t o n . He w a s g r a n t e d a f u l l s t a t e f u n e r a l . H e 
w a s s u r v i v e d by h i s s o n s W i l l i a m w h o w a s a l s o 
e l e c t e d C o n g r e s s m a n : G e o r g e J o s e p h n o w a n a i r l i n e 
e x e c u t i v e ; a n d R a y m o n d w h o v i s i t e d L o g b o y in 1 9 8 0 , 
a n d t w o d a u g h t e r s , C a r o l y n a n d Kay, n o w M r s . 
G i n n t y , w h o v i s i t e d L o g b o y in 1 9 7 8 . 

TEST YOUR WITS A N S W E R S ; 

1. T h o r n t o n 1 1 . Ha la l 

2. M a i n 12 . F r ia rs 

3. T h e W h i t e H o r s e I n n 13 . D e l a n e y 

4 . K i l ke l l y 14 S i l ve r Do l l a r 

5. T o o r e e n 15 . C h e r r y f i e l d 

6. H o r a n 16 . T o o r a r e e 

7. T h e G e m 17 W r a n g l e r 

8 . M e r c y 18 . H o r s e s h o e 

9. A n n a g h 19 . L a n t e r n 

10 . B e k a n 2 0 . O ' M a l l e y 

Denis P. Hannan 
& Sons 

( C o m m e r c i a l House) 

E L E C T R I C A L C O N T R A C T O R 
R A D I O & T.V. D E A L E R 

• • * 

A g e n t for M u r p h y , P y e , B u s h , 
P h i l l i p s a n d P i l o t R a d i o s & T.V's 

A l l e l e c t r i c a l A p p l i a n c e s i n s t o c k 

• • • 

B r i d g e S t r e e t - B a l l y h a u n i s 

T e l e p h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 36 

Coyne's Stores 

THC VÍtltagC Itltl Groceries. Bar. Toys& Fancy Goods 

"The Friendly Bar" 

K n o x S t r e e t - B a l l y h a u n i s 

Te lephone : 214 

Also special lines like freshly 
ground Coffee 

We try to please with a 
personal service 

T e l e p h o n e : 3 3 
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Guard Michel Duggan, one of the first Civic T. Flatley, T.C.R.G Ballyhaunis. with his winning 
Guards to be stationed in Ballyhaunis, three-hand ' ree l 'group at Sligo Feis in 1 9 4 8 . 
photographed wi th Mr. Luke O'Dwyer & Mrs. Members of the group were left to right: 
Margaret Halpin in 1 9 2 2 . Ann O'Boyle, Seamus Forde & Helen Henry. 

This rare view of the town is taken from a postcard printed by Coynes, The Square, before the 
First World War. 
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Western Brand 
Chicken Ltd., 

Ballyhaunis 

• • • 

F R E S H & F R O Z E N 
C H I C K E N S D A I L Y 

T u r k e y s a S p e c i a l i t y 

• • • 

T e l e p h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 69 

W i l l i a m C a m p b e l l 

Auctioneer and Valuer 

Knox Street 
BALLYHAUNIS 

T e l e p h o n e : 82 

Waldron Insurance Brokers Ltd. 
(Director Wm. Campbell) 

T e l e p h o n e : 82 

Patrick Phillips 

Beer, Wine & Spirit Merchant 

• • • 

M a i n Stree t - B a l l y h a u n i s 

T e l e p h o n e : 218 

Paddy Delaney 
SELECT BAR & LOUNGE 

• • • 

P e t r o l a n d D i e s e l F i l l i n g S t a t i o n 
L i c e n s e d G u n D e a l e r 

S p o r t s G o o d s 

• * • 

A b b e y S t r e e t - B a l l y h a u n i s 

T e l e p h o n e : 24 



'Shop with the New one' 

and see our selection of Denims, Cords, 
Satin Jeans, Chunky Jumpers, Suits, 
Blouses and Jackets. Everything for the 

baby. If it is in fashion we have it! 

For Quality, Service and Value 
C a l l t o 

Ryan's Fashion Salon 

MAIN STREET, BALLYHAUNIS 
Telephone: Ballyhaunis 1 0 7 

The 
Lantern 

Lounge 
(Props: Michael & Denise Nolan) 

• • • 

M. Nolan 

U N D E R T A K E R 

D a y & N i g h t Se rv ice 

E v e r y t h i n g A r r a n g e d - P e r s o n a l A t t e n t i o n 

• • • 

K n o x S t r e e t - B a l l y h a u n i s 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 205 

WALDRON'S 
S P A R S u p e r m a r k e t 

B A L L Y H A U N I S 
Telephone: 23. 

• • • 

F A M I L Y G R O C E R S 

a n d 

P R O V I S I O N M E R C H A N T S 

• • • 

AGENT FOR FLO-GAS 
STOCKISTS LEADING BRANDS 

ANIMAL FEEDING STUFFS. 

FINN'S 
FOOTWEAR 

Ask for the New 'K' Kidproof Shoes 

M a i n S t r e e t - B a l l y h a u n i s 

• • • 

Stockists of K, Winstanley, Norvic, 
Drifters, Holmes, etc. 

• * • 

A l l ch i ldren 's Shoes exper t l y f i t ted 

Te lephone : Ba l l yhaun is 141. 

C a s h i n s P r i n t i n g S e r v i c e , C a s t l e b a r . 


