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Season3s Greetings 
In greeting the people of Ballyhaunis and surrounding districts wishing them the peace of 

which the Angels sang on the First Christmas, I again thank the Junior Chamber for the 
continued excellence of Annagh Magazine and the opportunity it gives to so many to contribute 
their thoughts and reflections on the passing scene. 

In the parish, Fr. Paddy Williams left us to become P.P. of Achill after an all too short a 
stay. However in that short stay he has left an indelible mark on the life of our parish. His quiet 
unassuming approach hid a dynamic personality, a keen perception of work to be done, and the 
will to complete it. The renovation of the Parochial Hall is but one of his achievements. We 
congratulate Achill on having such a worthy Pastor. 

We welcome Fr. David Fitzgibbon amongst us and will appreciate his experience in England 
where he had contact with our emigrants. No doubt he will add his personal talents to the life of 
our parish. 

The dark days of winter are not a time for torpor •- a 1 'dolce far niente! ''but planning for the 
future. That seems the spirit in Ballyhaunis at the moment and the air is full of vibrant 
expectancy and the will to continue local community effort to solve our own perculiar needs. 
"Ni neart go cur le chéile. " 

Patrick O. Costelloe, 
Parish Priest 
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Editorial T h i s is t h e s e v e n t h e d i t i o n o f ' A n n a g h ' 
M a g a z i n e . T h i s y e a r w e a r e h a p p y t o fac i l i t a t e 
t h e B a l l y h a u n i s G . A . A . C l u b in p r o d u c i n g for 
t h e m t h e s u p p l e m e n t i n s i d e t h i s m a g a z i n e in 
C e n t e n a r y Y e a r . 

W e wi l l g l a d l y c o n s i d e r a s i m i l a r i d e a for a n y 
o t h e r l oca l o r g a n i s a t i o n i n f u t u r e y e a r s . C l e a r l y 
t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f A n n a g h is a c o m m u n i t y e f for t 
as is e v i d e n t f r o m t h e r e a d y r e s p o n s e w e r e c e i v e d 
f r o m s o m a n y p e o p l e w i t h p h o t o g r a p h s a n d 
a r t i c l e s . 

O n c e a g a i n t h i s y e a r w e t h a n k o u r f a i th fu l 
a d v e r t i s e r s a n d w e l c o m e s o m e n e w a d v e r t i s e r s -
a f u r t h e r s i g n o f t h e c o n f i d e n c e t h a t t h e b u s i n e s s 
c o m m u n i t y h a s in t h e m a g a z i n e . 

F i n a l l y , w c t h a n k o u r r e a d e r s for t h e i r 
c o n t i n u e d s u p p o r t a n d w e h o p e t h a t t h e y wi l l 
f i nd s o m e a s p e c t s o f t h i s M a g a z i n e w h i c h wil l 
p l e a s a n t l y r eca l l t h e p a s t , o r m a k e t h e m p r o u d 
of t h e p r e s e n t in B a l l y h a u n i s . 

& p t - & -ft. V' v - & V' & a 

A Message from Junior Chamber 
On behalf of Ballyhaunis Junior Chamber, I wish to extend warm 

Christmas Greetings to you and your family at home and abroad. 
I wish to thank you for your support and goodwill during 1984.1 hope 

you will find ' 'A nnagh'' an enjoyable record of the town's past and 
present. 

Nollaig faoi Shean 'o faoi Mhaire dhaoibh. 

Rita Lundon, 
President 1984 
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Golden Weddings ~ 
Congratulations 

M r . a n d M r s . P a t Nal ly , 

U p p e r M a i n S t r e e t , B a l l y h a u n i s 

M r . a n d M r s . J o h n F r e y n e , C l a r e S t r e e t wi th Miss B r i d i e S w e e n e y , Mayf ie ld , C l a r e m o r r i s 

MURPHY'S A R M S 
( E n d a & K a t h l e e n M u r p h y ) 

BAR & L O U N G E 
B r i d g e S t r e e t , B a l l y h a u n i s 

t t t 

B e d a n d B r e a k f a s t - B a r S n a c k s 

W e e k e n d E n t e r t a i n m e n t - P o o l T a b l e 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 225 
S.T.D. (0907) 30225 

COMMUNITY 
INFORMATION 

For Information on.... 
P.A.Y.E., HOUSING, 

FAMILY LAW, SOCIAL WELFARE 

Call, Write or Telephone: 
Ballyhaunis 212 or (0907) 30212 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE, 
PAROCHIAL HALL, BALLYHAUNIS 

T u e s d a y : 11.30 - 12.30 5.00 - 6.00 
F r i d a y : 11.30 - 12.30 5.00 - 6.00 

S a t u r d a y : 11.30 - 12.30 

The Service is Free and Confidential 
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In The Rare Ould Days 

T e d Doyle , E n g l a n d , P a t H o a r c , E l l en Wolfe, R . I .P . , P a d d y Doyle , E n g l a n d , M r s . M a r i a 
H o a r e R . I .P . a n d Ei leen Doyle , U.S .A. going to a fune ra l on the D e r r y l e a R o a d in 1926. 

(Courtesy of Pat Doyle) 

If I had called to J o h n B. K c a n e ' s p u b when I was 
in K e r r y last O c t o b e r , I m igh t have l ea rned 
s o m e t h i n g n e w a b o u t h o w to use a pen . I a m half 
sorry n o w , b u t why I did no t call is a long s tory! 

In A rd fe r t 
J o h n Joe Lilly and mysel f were in te res ted in 

p l o u g h m e n ra the r t h a n p e n m e n , w h e n we w e n t to 
the Na t iona l P l o u g h i n g C h a m p i o n s h i p s in Ardfe r t . 
After t h e t r oph i e s were lost a n d w o n , very few 
p l o u g h m e n h o m e w a r d plod the i r weary way a n d 
ne i the r d id we. I n a hote l tha t even ing , old 
acqua in t ances were r enewed and new fr iends m a d e -
mos t of w h o m were m e n w h o cons ider one imper ia l 
gallon to b e a decen t garg le! I t was a C o r k m a n w h o 
got t he show on the road wi th a sp i r i ted r end i t i on of 
' D e Banks ' . T h i s was followed by 'Cockles a n d H e 
M u s s e l s ' f rom a Jackeen , w h o , it was al leged, c a m e 
d o w n to have a nosta lgic look at t he S a m M a g u i r e ! 
After ' T h e T o w n I Love So Wel l ' , it was m e n t i o n e d 
tha t t he W e s t was as leep. I r e m a r k e d to J o h n Joe tha t 
if we had Jack G r e e n e wi th us o u r t roub le s wou ld be 
over . H o w e v e r , J o h n Joe h imse l f rose to t he 
occas ion, a n d as befits a m a n in the m a c h i n e r y 
bus iness he d id a very s m o o t h job on ' T h e F ie lds of 
A t h e n r y ' . C h o r u s followed c h o r u s wi th scant r ega rd 
for a n y b o d y t ry ing to s leep. W e reflected how nice 
and qu ie t S t e p h e n N o l a n ' s twenty- f i r s t b i r t h d a y 
par ty h a d b e e n a few n igh t s previous ly! An 
a c q u a i n t a n c e of m i n e was b a r r e d f rom a p r emi se s in 
M e l b o u r n e for 99 years for m a k i n g less of a racket . 
H e successfully appea led agains t thc severi ty of the 
o rde r a n d has a d o c u m e n t to show t h a t it was 
r educed to 75 years! 

W i t h e igh t p in t s d r u n k a n d the songs of four 
p rov inces s u n g , an a t t e m p t to get some sleep was a 
p r o b l e m in itself. I o p t e d to s leep on a bench . Lilly 
had a b e d , b u t it was no t a b e d of roses . H e found it 
occup ied by a six foot long r u b b e r p lan t which had 
prev ious ly occup ied a c o r n e r in t he co r r ido r , unt i l 
some ' b o t a n i s t ' conce ived t h e idea of c ros s -b reed ing 
a Lil ly wi th a r u b b e r p l an t ! T h e significance of a 
large fire ex t i ngu i she r in still a n o t h e r m a n ' s bed I 
have not yet worked ou t . 

W e Head H o m e 
Early the fol lowing day we were in fo rmed tha t t he 

venue for t he even ing session was J o h n B. K e a n e ' s in 
Lis towcl . B u t J o h n Joe as tu te ly obse rved tha t ii" we 
wen t to J o h n B ' s , we w o u l d never cross t he 
S h a n n o n , or see the ' h a r b o u r l ights of h o m e ' tha t 
n igh t - q u o t i n g from a song we hea rd sung the 
p rev ious n igh t . 

Y o u ' v e got ta k n o w w h e n t o walk and you have got 
to k n o w w h e n to r u n away. W e gave Lis towcl a wide 
b e r t h and came h o m e via Bal lylongford - a t own we 
knew n o t h i n g a b o u t excep t tha t it is the b i r t h place 
of G e o r g e D e e . 

T h e s ight of a t e a m of hor ses p l o u g h i n g , t he h u m 
of th resh ing mill , the smell of T . V . O . at the p loughing 
c h a m p i o n s h i p s , all evoked m e m o r i e s of o lden days 
and old ways of do ing t h i n g s . Also the a t t e m p t of 
p r o d u c i n g a ' n ew p l a n t ' m e n t i o n e d earl ier , recalled 
to m i n d some a t t e m p t s to g row p lan ts not normal ly 
g r o w n in this area tha t I had heard of. 

Olden T i m e s 
P a d d y Cleary recent ly recalled for m e his 



memor ies ot the t ime flax was last cu l t iva ted in 
J o h n s t o w n , by a m a n by the n a m e of Will ie W a l s h , 
who lived where S e a m u s Walsh n o w resides . ( T h e r e 
is no re la t ionsh ip be tween the two Walshes - Pa t r ick 
the fa ther of S e a m u s hav ing pu rchased the farm 
from Willie on his r e tu rn from the U . S . in the 1930's). 

M r . Cleary ' s mos t vivid memor i e s of the c r o p are 
the harves t ing ope ra t ions , pul l ing the flax by h a n d , 
tying it in to sheaves and car t ing it to the flax pond 
where it was s teeped for a cer ta in length of t ime , 
before be ing car ted away for t r anspo r t t o the 
scu tch ing hill. 

H e h u m o r o u s l y recalled some of t he ' t e e th ing 
t roub l e s ' they had at t he flax p o n d . It appea r s the 
flax had to be weighed d o w n wi th s tones , so tha t it 
would s teep proper ly . Var ious schemes were t r ied 
wi th little success , w h e n a big m a n , M a r t i n Conne l l 
from Redford , vo lun tee red to go in to the p o n d and 
place the flax and s tones p roper ly . Even by the harsh 
work practices of the t ime, it was a tough under t ak ing , 
and Conne l l soon got t i red work ing in four to five 
fect of water and went on strike. T h e strike was settled 
with Conne l l be ing given the s ta tus of a ' s e a m a n ' and 
in c o m m o n wi th all sailors of the t ime was al lowed a 
' r u m ra t ion ' - in his case a half p int of whiskey daily 
while he was at ' sea ' ! 

More O n Plant ing 
T h e tillage r e tu rn s for 1903 indica te tha t 189acres 

of flax was g r o w n in C o . M a y o in tha t year , b u t I 
have c o m e across only one o t h e r ins tance of its 
having been g r o w n locally. A b o u t twen ty years ago 
in the h o m e of A n d y and Biddy Bailey at Bargarriff, 
I was shown a linen sheet tha t was m a d e in the 
village from flax g rown in the village. 1 was told tha t 
the sheet was abou t eighty years old. 

A n d y himself never grew flax, bu t he successfully 
grew tobacco d u r i n g the war years . I have not iced in 
seed ca ta logues of tha t per iod tobacco seed inc luded 
in the list. In Agloragh the re is an o range tree g r o w n 
from seed and p lan ted over th i r ty years ago by 
Paddy M a d d e n . T h i s is a long way from the 
M e d i t e r r a n e a n Sea bu t it is just across the road from 
the b i r thp lace of Jack J u d g e , t he m a n w h o wro t e t he 
m a r c h i n g song ' I t ' s A Long Way T o T i p p e r a r y ' . 

Craf ts 
While it appea r s that the g rowing of flax a n d the 

weaving of linen were never carr ied ou t to any great 
extent locally, wool and fabrics woven from it played 
an i m p o r t a n t part in the lives of the people . P a d d y 
Cleary r e m e m b e r s the last of the local weavers , Pat 
Byrne w h o lived in J o h n s t o w n , where his g r a n d s o n 
and namesake now lives wi th his wife and family. A 
d a u g h t e r of his , M r s N o r a R u a n e w h o is n o w in her 
e ight ies , lives next door . T h e raw wool was ca rded 
and s p u n at h o m e on a sp inn ing wheel . T h e ya rn was 
then taken to the weaver who on his loom p r o d u c e d 
the fabric. There are p robab ly m a n y e x a m p l e s of 
l'agc I 

M r . Byrne ' s work still in ex is tence , b u t the only one 
I know of is a blanket in the possession of J im Culliney. 

N e x t door to Pat Byrne ' s , J o h n n y J u d g e had his 
c a r p e n t e r shop . J o h n n y was a skilled c raf t sman and 
the w o o d e n cart wheels wh ich he bui l t were no ted 
for w o r k m a n s h i p , s t r en g t h and durab i l i ty . H e also 
liked to play a t u n e on the fiddle. F u r t h e r u p the road 
t o w a r d s Cloonfad , pass ing Dcr ry lea school on the 
left and the site of Pe ter Q u i n n ' s forge on the r ight , 
s tood a n o t h e r well k n o w n l a n d m a r k - O ' B r i e n ' s Mill 
of G u r r a n e , which for gene ra t ions of local people 
was the mos t i m p o r t a n t s t r u c t u r e in the area. 
( C h u r c h e s , school and police s ta t ions will p robab ly 
lodge a c o u n t e r c la im!) . 

O'Br i en ' s Mi l l 
I d o n ' t have to ask P a d d y Cleary a n y t h i n g abou t 

this mill , because I r e m e m b e r going the re myself 
abou t 1967 wi th g ra in , a n d tu r f to fire the kiln. 
Shor t ly a f te rwards the big wheel s t o p p e d , t he 
mi l l s tones wen t silent and the fire in the kiln went 
ou t forever. Pa O ' B r i e n was the last m a n to opera te 
the mill and I a lways enjoy a conversa t ion with h im. 

Recen t ly he told m e how puzz led he was as a 
y o u n g m a n by t h e fact t h a t cer ta in people ar r ived u p 
with gra in of very poor qua l i ty , d a m p and beg inn ing 
to b u d with rootlet a t t ached , n o m a t t e r h o w good the 
harves t was . T h e r e were difficulties a t t ached to 
deal ing with this k ind of mater ia l , and the finished 
p r o d u c t was , in the op in ion he had at the t ime , unfit 
for an ima l feed. H o w e v e r , he was later to find ou t 
tha t before the mater ia l was fed to an imals it was 
s teeped in a large w o o d e n barre l for abou t a for tnight , 
after wh ich , by some o b s c u r e process a clear 
colour less l iquid was ex t r ac t ed , which was used for 
medic ina l p u r p o s e s on b o t h m a n a n d beast . It was a 
very popu la r cure for colds and flu, and was also 
used extensively for backache and too thache . And it 
tha t ' s not the t r u t h , t h e n I was told a lie. 

Vis i t ing Houses 
Lies and tall tales were not u n h e a r d of in the 

visi t ing houses . T i m e s was w h e n every house was a 
visi t ing house , b u t some were more visited t han 
o the r s . T w o come to m i n d , Will ie Feeney ' s of 
Redford where there was a leaning towards traditional 
mus ic and d a n c i n g , and J i m m y G a n n o n ' s next doo r 
to J o h n n y J u d g e s , w h e r e card playing and the crack 
were the ma in pas t imes o n m a n y the long win te r ' s 
n ight . 

At o n e t ime G a n n o n ' s h o u s e d a ' c o m m u n i t y 
rad io ' , one instal led on the hi re p u r c h a s e , wi th one 
shil l ing be ing col lected from the boys at regular 
in tervals to pay the in s t a lmen t s . G a n n o n ' s r emained 
a visi t ing house long after J i m m y emig ra t ed to the 
U . S . A . , w h e r e he d ied some years ago. O t h e r types 
of mee t ings were held t h e r e from t ime to t ime . 

Fo r example the re was the p resen ta t ion to Fr . Pat 



Ruane o n the occasion of his o rd ina t ion . T h e r e were 
also mee t ings a b o u t g a m e r ights and a series of 
lectures by P a d d y Laffey o n e win te r shor t ly after 
his appointment as Agriculture Advisor in Ballyhaunis. 

Buck ley ' s Ha l l 
N o look back at the past in these par t s wou ld be 

comple te wi thou t m e n t i o n of Buckley ' s Hal l in 
Redford . Ch r i s Buckley, w h o is still r e m e m b e r e d 
and often talked a b o u t , was by all a ccoun t s a 
colourful and en te rp r i s ing charac te r . W i t h financial 
backing from J o h n G i v e r n , a r e t u r n e d ' Y a n k ' , he 
bui l t and p r o m o t e d a d a n c e hall. 

My only m e m o r y of it is seeing it being demolished, 
bu t I u n d e r s t a n d that u n d e r Buckley 's m a n a g e m e n t 
it went in to l iqu ida t ion and was taken over by F r a n k 
W a l d r o n who ran it successfully for a n u m b e r of 
years. It was a very popu la r venue and the re are 
h u n d r e d s of people in the par ish and s u r r o u n d i n g 
area, a n d indeed beyond the seas, w h o have fond 
memor i e s of the dances and the crack in Buckley ' s 
Hall ' in the rare ould days ' 

J i m m y C r i b b i n 

RYAN 'S 
Fashion Salon 

Looking for something to wear for 
Christmas. 

NOW IN STOCK: 
A lovely selection of Dresses, Coats 
and Suits, all leading brands stocked 

Also our Children's Department, 
First Floor - Jeans, Jumpers, 
Dresses, Playsuits and of course 

our Baby Department 

ALLIED IRISH BANKS 
are pleased to announce the Opening of an Office at: 

BRIDGE STREET, BALLYHAUNIS, CO. MAYO 
Telephone: (0907) 30464 

This Office is under the management of the A.I.B., Claremorris Branch. 
Telephone: (094) 71594/71521 

Denis Chambers 
(Manage r ) 

Brendan Daly 
(Ass is tan t M a n a g e r ) 

Padraig Lee 
(Official in Charge) 

Allied Irish Banks have o p e n e d In Ballyhaunis b e c a u s e w e feel there is a d e m a n d for our kind of 
banking - fast, efficient and friendly. We are bringing a wide range of banking services right to 
your doors tep and can provide expert advice on every aspect of money management . 
Whether your banking requirements relate to personal, bus iness , agriculture, corporate, 
professional or retail, our exper ienced staff have a wide range of excel lent serv ices to meet your 
n e e d s . If you are not an A.I.B. cus tomer already, why not o p e n an account with us at our new 
office in Ballyhaunis? 



Hews from Australia 
by R e v . Pat Ruane 

W h e n m y nephew Padra ic brought home a 
note f r o m school, f r o m M r . J i m L u n d o n , 
requesting me to wr i te something for ' A n n a g h ' 
about m y place in Aust ra l ia , I felt it could not 
refuse. 
A Li fe l ine 

M y m o t h e r (bless her ) always sends me ' A n n a g h ' . 
I have been read ing it in P a p u a N e w G u i n e a and 
Austral ia for m a n y years now. It has always c o m e as 
a b r ea th of fresh air, a smile b r ing ing me back again 
to the communi ty in which I was baptised, to a people 
a m o n g w h o m I once lived very happi ly and s imply , 
to m y h o m e place which gave me values and an 
ideology and total accep tance . 

' A n n a g h ' he lps me to conjure u p again faces long 
forgot ten and m e m o r i e s a lmost gone in to obl iv ion . 
Every i tem of news is exci t ing a n d ref reshing. I t h ink 
I see ' A n n a g h ' as a lmost t hc next best t h ing to a visit 
to J o h n s t o w n and Bal lyhaunis , b r ing ing wi th it a 
resur rec t ion to t hc ' l i t t le d e a t h ' of exile. So here is 
one m a n ' s congra tu la t ions and thanks to t he ed i to r , 
the con t r ibu to r s and all who make ' A n n a g h ' possible . 

M y Par ish 
M y par ish at p resen t is C o o n a m b l c in wes t e rn 

New South Wales , Australia. Coonamblc in aborigine 
language m e a n s ' d u n g ' . Abou t a h u n d r e d a n d fifty 
years ago an I r i shman called M c M a h o n b r o u g h t the 
first cat t le in to W e s t e r n S o u t h Wales , a n d he 
watered his stock at a wate r -ho le in the u n d e r g r o u n d 
(literally) Cas t le rcagh river (which is a t r i bu t a ry ol 
the M u r r a y - D a r l i n g ) . Fo r obv ious reasons , thc 
abor ig ines called the place C o o n a m b l c H o w e v e r , 
p r e sen t -day C o o n a m b l c bears no r e semb lance to 
(nor in any way r e m i n d s one ot") the e x c r e m e n t of the 
male bovine species . 

In area, C o o n a m b l e (par ish) is abou t half thc size 
of I re land , wi th a popu la t ion of seven t h o u s a n d . A n d 
indeed C o o n a m b l c has had a long associat ion wi th 
I re land - the first set t lers were Ir ish and thc p r e s e n t -
day par i sh ioners are thei r de scendan t s . T h e n Ir ish 
Brigidinc Sisters m a d e thei r first founda t ion in thc 
sou the rn h e m i s p h e r e at C o o n a m b l c in 1883. T h e 
first four Ir ish p ioneer sisters t ravel led by bul lock-
cart from Sydney to C o o n a m b l e - a ten day journey 
in those t imes . W h e n I m a d e the same jou rney some 
weeks ago it took just th i r ty m inu t e s in a jet! 

Noble Ex i les 
T h c Brigidines arrived in their Irish serge c lo th ing 

and all that went wi th it in those days . T h e y came to 
a land where sus ta ined t e m p e r a t u r e s of 110 degrees 
are not u n c o m m o n for six m o n t h s of thc year . W h e n 
they came there was no a i r - cond i t ion ing , no 
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refr igerat ion. W i t h i n ten years , the four young 
sisters were laid to rest ' b e n e a t h the M u r r a y P ines ' -
they died of tube rcu los i s . But they arc no t forgot ten. 
C o o n a m b l e people che r i sh the i r m e m o r y and their 
graves . 

Las t year wc ce lebra ted the cen tenary of one 
h u n d r e d years of Br ig idinc p resence in C o o n a m b l e . 
The Ir ish a m b a s s a d o r to Austral ia a t t ended the 

ce lebra t ions . Inc iden ta l ly , in 1988 Austral ia will be 
ce lebra t ing its b i cen tena ry . I r e l and ' s con t r ibu t ion to 
thc format ion of Aust ra l ia will be du ly recognised. 
In p repa ra t i on for special recogni t ion in the key area 
of educa t i on , Susan Ryan , Federa l Min i s t e r of 
E d u c a t i o n , has a l ready visited I re land . 

G e t t i n g back to t he par i sh , C o o n a m b l c has not 
had a long his tory . I a m the s ixth par ish priest . But 
t hen one priest was pas to r for 47 years , ano the r for 
27 . T h e y were b o t h I r i sh . If I e m u l a t e t h e m in 
longevi ty , I will be h a u n t i n g Bridie and J o h n s t o w n 
for m a n y years to c o m e ! Over the years the re have 
b e e n m a n y vocat ions to t hc p r i e s thood and religious 
life at C o o n a m b l e . P e r h a p s they were too smar t -
they left the h o m e miss ion to the I r i sh! ( T h e calling 
of most of t hem brough t t h e m away from Coonamble.) 

F a r m i n g 
It would be difficult for a Bal lyhaunis farmer to 

imagine thc m a g n i t u d e of C o o n a m b l e farming. 
F a r m s range from seven t housand acres to forty 
t h o u s a n d . T h e average t ime to p lough an acre of land 
is less t han two m i n u t e s and less than th ree to 
harvest an acre of whea t . But fa rming is a haza rdous 
bus iness the re all t he same . At bes t , rainfall is 
marginal and p ro longed d r o u g h t s are c o m m o n . In 
add i t ion , there are mice p lagues and g ras shopper 
p lagues ; a n d any o t h e r hazard you can th ink of, 
C o o n a m b l e has got it! 

Lucki ly C o n n a m b l e f a rmers are phi losophica l in 
thei r loses, and in all v ic iss i tudes they seem to be 
able to say fairly s incere ly " S h e ' l l be r igh t , m a t e . " 

T h o r n B i rds 
Novel readers m igh t be in teres ted to know that 

Colleen M c C u l l a g h , a u t h o r of the ' T h o r n Birds ' 
once lived in the C o o n a m b l e dis t r ic t . M a n y of the 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l desc r ip t ions in ' T h o r n Bi rds ' are 
accura te of C o o n a m b l e , b u t I assure you that any 
r e semblance of the p r e s e n t pas tor to Ralph D e 
Bricasart is ent i re ly fictitious! 

T h e m o r e ser ious s t u d e n t of geology may be more 
in teres ted to k n o w n tha t the W a r r u m b u n g l e Ranges 
are in the C o o n a m b l e dis t r ic t . T h e s e ranges were 
first exp lored by an Ir ish geologists . He gave the 
n a m e of an Ir ish m o u n t a i n to each of the peaks . O n e 



ol" the largest te lescopes in the wor ld res ts on 
Car raun tooh i l l . 

A W e l c o m e 
C o o n a m b l c is well off the bea ten pa th for the 

m o d e r n Ir ish mig ran t to Austra l ia . So it was a grea t 
day w h e n J i m and C a r m e l C r i b b e n of J o h n s t o w n 
visited m e . J im was impressed by the vas tncss a n d 
potent ia l of the water less c o u n t r y . In J i m ' s o w n 
words : " I ' d settle he re , if I could only b r ing the well 
with m e " . I not ice he has the s p u d s d u g , and anois 
teacht an g e i m h r e a d h , who knows! K n o w i n g the 
ingenui ty of the m a n , I w o u l d n ' t be su rp r i sed if he 
plus the well migh t be knock ing at my d o o r in 
C o o n a m b l c any day! 

So if you find yourself in the h i n t e r l a n d s , and 
passing t h r o u g h C o o n a m b l c on the way to Alice 
Spr ings or Ayres Rock, you will find a we lcome at 
my p lace , a spare r o o m , a beer in the fridge - and 
G o d knows you' l l need it! 

F r . Pat Ruane 

r iernan ' s 
1 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y 

M a n ' s S h o p 
w i s h e s m t h a n k 

c u s t o m e r s a n d f r iends for the p a t r o n a g e 
these pas t ten y e a r s . T h a n k you. 

Te l ephone : B a l l y h a u n i s 193 
S.T .D. (0907 ) 30193 

P . S . Jus t A r r i v e d 

Chr i s tmas Fash ion Including: 
• L E A T H E R J A C K E T S • 



For that SPECIAL outfit call to.... 

Shie 
Boutique 

LXJBLIN ROAD • BALLYHAGNIS 

Stockists of: 
ALL LEADING BRANDS 

* B o u t i q u e is a t t a c h e d to t h e res idence o f 
M r s . U n a S h i e l d s , Dev l is , Ba l lyhaun is . 

S . T .D . (0907) 30188 

HAZELHILL 
FARM EGGS 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 68 
S.T.D. (0907) 30068 

Prop: VAL BYRNE 

Austin Grogan 
and Son Ltd. 
CAVE • BALLYHAGNIS 

C o n c r e t e B locks 
B r o k e n S t o n e 
Ready-Mix C o n c r e t e 
W a s h e d a n d G r a d e d S a n d 
W a s h e d G r a d e d C h i p p i n q s 

AGRICULTURAL GROUND LIMESTONE 

S.T.D. (0907) 30072 /30252 /30078 

JACK 
HALPIN'S 

Lounge Bar 
Telephone: Ballyhaunis 12 

S.T.D. (0907) 30012 
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FAREWELL FR. WILLIAMS 
Fr . Patr ick Wil l iams was b o r n in C o . D o n e g a l , b u t 

his or ig ins were in C o . Clare . His b o y h o o d was 
spent in T u a m , C o . G a l w a y , where he received his 
p r imary educa t ion . After his secondary e d u c a t i o n in 
St. J a r l a th ' s College he wen t to M a y n o o t h a n d was 
orda ined for the Archdiocese of T u a m in 1952. 

H e ob ta ined the H . D i p . in E d u c a t i o n in 
Univers i ty College G a l w a y in 1953. H e was t hen 
appo in ted to the t each ing staff of St. J a r l a th ' s 
College, T u a m ; where he t a u g h t G r e e k and F r e n c h . 
He was also act ive in the spor t s and games of the 
college. 

In 1973, he was a p p o i n t e d cura te to D u n m o r e 
where he was in teres ted in social activit ies, especially 
the rese t t l ement of I t i ne r an t s . 

In 1976 he vo lun tee red for service in Z a m b i a in 
South Africa for t h ree years ,whcn his per iod was u p 
he vo lun tee red for a fu r ther t h ree years a n d r e t u r n e d 
home in Apr i l , 1983. 

After a br ief ho l iday , h e served in K n o c k and in 
A u g u s t of that year c a m e to Bal lyhaunis as cu ra te . In 
his shor t stay he was successfully involved in the 
Legion of M a r y , t he P ionee r s a n d M a c r a na F e i r m e . 
H e was very m u c h involved wi th the y o u t h and was 
very ded ica ted to t he sick a n d h o u s e b o u n d , which he 
faithfully served. H e was very m u c h involved in t he 
work in the Parochia l Ha l l , in col lect ing funds a n d 
do ing a share of work himself. 

H e is a grea t loss to t he Par ish of A n n a g h , and a 
great gain to the Par ish of Achil l . 

W e wish h i m the very best of luck, hea l th a n d 
happ iness in his n ew par i sh on the wes te rn shores . 

" G o nde i r igh an b ó t h a r l ea t " . 

Padra ic Phi l l ips and 
Br id ie L a v i n 

The Churches 
S T . M A R Y ' S A U G U S T I N I A N A B B E Y 
Masses: 
a) Ord ina ry Weekdays : 9.00 a .m. a n d 11.00 a .m. 
b) First F r idays a n d W e e k d a y s of L e n t 

9.00 a .m. , 11.00 a .m. and 7.30 p . m . 
c) Sundays and Holydays: A Vigil Mass at 7.30 p . m . 

with regular Masses on the day at 8.30 a .m. , 
10.00 a .m. and 11.30 a .m. 

l ivening Devot ions: 
a) Ord ina ry Weekdays : Rosary at 7.30 p . m . 

a) Ord ina ry Weekdays : Rosary at 7.30 p . m . 
b) Weekdays of M a y and Oc tober : Rosary a n d 

Benedicat ion at 7.30 p . m . 
t) Sundays and Holydays : Rosary and 

Benedic t ion at 7.30 p . m . 

Confessions: 
a) O n Sa tu rdays 12 - 1.00 p . m . , 5.30 - 6.00 p . m . 

and 7 - 9.00 p . m . 
b) Even of Fi rs t F r iday and Holyday : 7 - 8.00 p . m . 
c) First F r i d a y : 7.00 p . m . - 8.00 p . m . 
d) O the r t imes on reques t . 

S T . P A T R I C K ' S P A R I S H C H U R C H 
Masses: 
Daily M a s s : 10.00 a .m. 
S u n d a y 8.30 a .m. , 10.00 a .m. , 11.30 a .m. 
Ho ly Days : 8.30 a .m. , 10.00 a .m. , 11.30 a .m. 
7.30 p.m. on the Vigil of all Sundays and Holy Days 
F i r s t F r idays 10.00 a .m. , 7.30 p . m . 

Weekly N o v c n a : M o n d a y s 7.30 p . m . 

Confessions: 
Sa tu rday 12.30 p . m . - 2 .00 p . m . 
7.30 p . m . - 9.00 p . m . 

Bapt isms: 
After 11.30 a.m. Mass on Sundays by arrangement 

M a r r i a g e s : 
T h r e e m o n t h s not ice . A C o m p l e t e Mar r i age C o u r s e , 
t ime and da te by a r r a n g e m e n t . 
Rosary and Benedic t ion - S u n d a y 7.30 p . m . 
W e e k e n d s in O c t o b e r and M a y 7.30 p . m . 



Tom Moran 
KNOCK ROAD - BALLYHAUNIS 

Hire A Bus to suit all occasions 
14, 29 and 45 Seaters 

Luxury Coaches 
Keenest Rates also: 

England and Continental Tours 
Can Be Arranged 

Telephone: (0907) 30346 

T h e W e l d i n g C e n t r e 
K N O X STREET - B A L L Y H A U N I S 

( P r o p . B e r n a r d F reyne ) 
T e l e p h o n e : 152 or (0907) 30152 

t t t 

F O R H I R E : 
Angle Grinders, Belt Sanders , H a m m e r s , 

Chimney S w e e p i n g Brushes , Concrete Motor 

Saws, Concrete Mixers, ' / " d r i l l s ^ 1 / , " Demolit ion 

L a m m c r s , Generator 110 & 220V leads. Mobi le 

Welders. Orbital Sanders. Ripsaws. Transformers 

Wal lpaper Removal s . Wheelbarrows . 

Welders 140A - 350A 

For experience, efficiency, 
and a friendly 

personal service. 

Bankcflreiana 
The bank of a I 
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Square de Ballyhaunis 

A view of S q u a r e de B a l l y h a u n i s in G u i l e r s 

Every person in Bal lyhaunis knows where the 
' S q u a r e ' is - or do they? It will be ol in teres t to m a n y 
to know tha t the square of Bal lyhaunis was officially 
opened on the 24th day of Apr i l , 1984 in G u i l e r s , 
Br i t tany, F rance . T h i s h o n o u r was bes towed by the 
people of Gu i l e r s on the people of Bal lyhaunis as a 
measure of thei r e s t eem for the t own of Bal lyhaunis . 
Fo r the first t ime in h is tory , the C o m m u n i t y in 
Gui l e r s had the h o n o u r of receiving an official 
delegat ion from a t own of ano the r c o u n t r y and were 
anxious to d e m o n s t r a t e the d e p t h s of thei r feelings 
and f r iendship for the i r recent ly found fr iends in 
Bal lyhaunis . For ou r fr iends in Br i t tany , th is 
marked cu lmina t i on of two years of exchanges and 
p lann ing be tween the t owns . 

T h e In t e rna t iona l T o w n T w i n n i n g P r o g r a m m e 
has deve loped u n d e r the auspices of the U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s a n d is ac t ive ly p r o m o t e d by t h e 
B r i t t a n y / I r e l a n d Associat ion. T h e r e is a s t rong 
shared Celtic t rad i t ion b e t w e e n Br i t tany and I re land 
and th is has manifes ted itself in t he successful 
Twinning P r o g r a m m e be tween Brit tany and I re land. 

The town of Gu i l e r s in Bri t tany has a l ready been 
visited by abou t one h u n d r e d Bal lyhaunis people 
and Bal lyhaunis has in t u r n received over one 
h u n d r e d and fifty people from Gui l e r s in the past 
two years . All of these people were p r o m p t e d to visit 
each o the r by the T o w n T w i n n i n g Associat ion 
which was actively p r o m o t e d by the t w o 'Twinn ing 
C o m m i t t e e s . 

Par t icular ly p r o m i n e n t in the exchanges b e t w e e n 
the two towns were the s tuden t s who have discovered 

n e w friends and w h o have ga ined e n o r m o u s l y from 
the 'Twinn ing exper i ence . O u r s t u d e n t s and young 
people had had the grea t o p p o r t u n i t y of a t t end ing 
schools in Gu i l e r s and of s tay ing wi th families and 
obse rv ing at first h a n d the daily life of people in 
a n o t h e r coun t ry . All have d i scovered n e w fr iends , 
n e w hor i zons a n d a n e w language . W i t h the 
d e v e l o p m e n t of t he E . E . C . o u r s t u d e n t s are n o w 
aware of the i m p o r t a n c e of deve lop ing a proficiency 
in the F r e n c h language and the i m p o r t a n c e oi having 
this language to exp lore job o p p o r t u n i t i e s in any par t 
of E u r o p e . T h e advan tage of do ing this u n d e r a 
t w i n n i n g p r o g r a m m e is tha t they can visit and stay 
wi th fr iends a n d families w h o are well k n o w n in 
Bal lyhaunis and w h o arc familiar wi th the life and 
style and s t a n d a r d s of o u r people . 

F a r m e r s , b u s i n e s s m e n a n d workers alike have the 
o p p o r t u n i t y of seeing first h a n d h o w our c o u n t e r 
par t s in F rance are o p e r a t i n g at this t ime . N e w 
m e t h o d s of fa rming can be obse rved , new m e t h o d s 
of en t e rp r i s e can be obse rved , exchanges of ideas, 
in format ion a n d first h a n d knowledge of all aspects 
of a n o t h e r c o u n t r y can all be ga the red from this 
t w i n n i n g p r o g r a m m e . 

Spo r t i ng con tac t s have b e e n set u p and are now 
ready for deve lopment be tween the two communi t i e s . 
T h e people of Gu i l e r s have except iona l spor t 
facilities and a lmost every spor t ing organisa t ion in 
the Bal lyhaunis area has a c o u n t e r p a r t in Gu i l e r s 
wi th which to make very va luable exchanges . 

G u i l e r s is a t o w n wi th a popu la t ion of 8,000 
people s i tua ted four miles f rom Brest and five miles 
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from thc sea in the N o r t h Wes t of Br i t t any . An 
I r i s h m a n will feel very m u c h at h o m e the re today in 
obse rv ing the we lcoming signs for the people of 
Bal lyhaunis and the p r o m i n e n t pos i t ion of the 
' S q u a r e de Ba l lyhaun i s ' . T h e w a r m t h , hospi ta l i ty 
and freshness of the people of Gu i l e r s will quickly 
dispel any no t ions of be ing in a foreign and distant 
place. T h e hospi ta l i ty afforded to the Bal lyhaunis 
de lega t ion w h o visited Gu i l e r s for the i r T w i n i n g 
Week which c o m m e n c e d on the 22nd Apr i l was 
excep t iona l . It e m b r a c e d young and old al ike, every 
o rgan isa t ion of the i r t own was r ep re sen ted and they 
m a r k e d thc occasion with c e r e m o n y and colour . N o 
effort was spared to make the 'Ba l l yhaun i s i ens ' feel 
at h o m e . Long la s t i ng f r i endsh ips were fo rmed on 
this occas ion . 

Those w h o a t t e n d e d the official de lega t ion from 
Bal lyhaunis were as follows:-

Michae l a n d L a u r a Brogan , Rene and T o m Burke , 
J im a n d M a r i a n H igg ins , Agnes M c G e e , G e r a l d i n e 
Griff in , Robe r t M c N a b b , M a r y S t a u n t o n , M a r y 
Di l lon , Kev in F l anagan , Bernard Freyne, J o h n 
and L i / D i l l o n - L e e t c h , Pat and Sally H igg ins , Rita 
and J i m L u n d o n , A n n M a r r i n a n , Ka th l een H u n t , 
M a r y and Aiden Kel ly , Barry and A n n a But ler , 
T e r e s a N a u g h t o n , C o n n e l l H i g g i n s , I . o r c a n 
H i g g i n s , S i n e a d C u r l e y , D a r r a g h L o u g h r a n , 
M a r t i n a F r e y n e . 

All were t rea ted to magnif icent hospi ta l i ty bu t left 
with a m e m o r y of s imple people m a r k i n g a great 
occasion with k indness and f r iendsh ip . 

T h e week c o m m e n c e d with a special Fas te r 
S u n d a y Mass and p roceeded on to a very busy week 
of t o u r s , exh ib i t ions and official c e r e m o n i e s . T h e 
highl ight of the week was the s igning ol t he Town 
T w i n n i n g C h a r t e r by Sena to r J im Higg ins and 
Doc to r Michae l Brogan and by M . Balard ( M a y o r o f 
Gu i l e r s ) and Jean Paul G u y o m a r c h (Pres iden t of 
G u i l e r s T w i n n i n g C o m m i t t e e ) . At this c e r e m o n y a 
pa in t ing of a M a y o scene and a copy of t h c Book ol 
Kells was p re sen ted on behalf of thc people of 
Bal lyhaunis to the people of Gu i l e r s and a Scu lp to r 
ami a book of Bre ton Culture were p re sen t ed by the 
people of Gu t t e r s to the people of Bal lyhaunis . 

T h e inaugara t ton of ' S q u a r e de Ba l lyhaun i s ' in 
G u i l e r s came as a cons ide rab le su rpr i se anil h o n o u r 
to tlu- Bal lyhaunis de legat ion and is indic t ivc of the 
high e s t eem with which the people of G u i l e r s hold 
the t o w n of Bal lyhaunis . This c e r e m o n y and a tree 
p lan t ing c e r e m o n y was pe r fo rmed in the p r e sence ol 
a colourful hand ol the French Navy . A l u n c h e o n for 
450 people and m a n y exh ib i t ions of interest to the 
visi tors from Bal lyhaunis were a m o n g o t h e r 
ce remon ie s d u r i n g thc festive week. The e v e n t s were 
closely reported in thc local press and r ad io . 

In pa r t ing at the end of the week, the Bal lyhaunis 
de legat ion felt as if they were leaving the i r o w n 

,!•>• 12 

homes and were assured that Bal lyhaunis people will 
a lways be welcome to visit the i r second h o m e , the 
'Ba l lyhaun i s of B r i t t a n y " . M a n y b o n d s be tween 
indiv iduals and spo r t i ng c lubs were formed and it is 
clear that these b o n d s will flourish in the years to 
c o m e . 

Nex t year will mark t he official t w i n n i n g of both 
towns in Bal lyhaunis w h e n a very large par ty of 
Breton people from G u i l e r s will t ravel for official 
c e r e m o n i e s in the t o w n . The T w i n n i n g P r o g r a m m e 
is one which mus t be expe r i enced to be a p p r e c i a t e d . 

J o h n D i l l o n - L e e t c h 

E d i t o r i a l D e M o n s i e u r Le M a r i e 

P A Q U K S 84 restcra p o u r no t re c i t e un e v è n e m c n t 
de p r emie re i m p o r t a n c e . P o u r la p remie re lois de 
son h i s t o i r e ( c o n n u e ) n o t r e c o m m u n e au ra 
P h o n n e u r de recevoir ofliciellement les representants 
d ' u n e c i t e d ' O u t r e - M e r . H o m i n e s et f e m m e s de 
B A L L Y H A U N I S scront en effect d i e / nous d u 22 
au 27 avril . 

N o u s m o n t r e r o n s p e n d a n t cc séjour à nos amis 
i r landis , la chaleur de no t r e accucil et de no t re amit ié . 
N o u s devons b e a u c o u p à I ' l r landc. U n e metric 
pensée n o u s a n i m e d u e à nos or igines c o m m u n e s . 
Q u e c h a q u c gui lcr icn avee ses vcr i tablcs r ichesses, 
celles du coeur , fasse q u e cet te cc remonie 
exccp t ionne l le soil p o u r t ous , un acte de loi dans 
I'ami tie e n t r e les N a t i o n s . 

Merc i à c h a c u n d ' e n t r e vous et q u e d u r e l o n g t c m p s 

cet te ami t ic en t r e B A L L Y H A U N I S et GUÍLERS, 
e n t r e la B R F T A G N F et ITRLANDE. 

Fidi tor ia l D u P r e s i d e n t D u C o m i t c D e 
J u m c l a g c Guilers H a l l y h a u n i s 

Janv ie r 1982 - Avril 1984 ... deux amices qui oni 
D e r m i s aux comi té s d e jumclagc de Gui l e r s et 
Ballyhaunis de tisser des liens d ' ami t i c indissociables 
et d ' e n t r e t e n i r de mul t ip l e s cchanges e n t r e les deux 
c o m m u n a u t c s qu ' i l s r e p r c s c n t e n t . I.e m o m e n t est 
venu d 'o l l ic ia l iser , en presence des élus des deux 
c i tes , ce t te co l labora t ion . 

d e p e n d a n t , si le c h e m i n p a r c o u r u est deja long et 
ja lonnc de n o m b r c u x é c h a n g e s , tant scolaires q u e 
famil iaux, il reste e n c o r e b e a u c o u p à laire pour 
d e v e l o p p e r les po in t s d ' i n t e r è t s c o m m u n , tant sur le 
plan spor t if q u e cu l tu re l . Ft j ' c spè rc q u e cette 
semaine sera pa r t i cu l i è r emen t fertile en contac ts 
p o u r un i t e s les associa t ions de G u i l e r s avee les 
r e p r e s e n t a n t s dc Bal lyhaunis . Q u e tons soicnt 
assures q u e le comi t c d e jumclagc fera son possible 
p o u r lavoriser les con tac t s qu ' i l s souha i t en t . 

B I E N V E N U E B A L L Y H A U N I S l i t 
m a i n t e n a n t q u e la fete c o m m e n c e . 

J - P G U Y O M A R C H 
P r e s i d e n t d u C o m i t c d e J u m c l a g c 



The Friary Graveyard 

The Fr iary Graveyard 

T h e F r i a ry g raveyard as we k n o w it t oday has 
been used as a burial g r o u n d for about three 
centur ies , a n d the area a r o u n d it for m a n y cen tu r i e s . 
It shou ld be the first s top for all those in te res ted in 
the h is tory of local families, or in the different 
s u r n a m e s wh ich were found in this par t of the 
coun t ry over the years . 

F ie ld -work 
Last A u t u m n (1983) I u n d e r t o o k to take d o w n all 

the inscr ip t ions on the t o m b s t o n e s in t he F r i a ry 
g raveyard . Of course , t he re may be some old s tones 
covered over wi th soil a n d grass , or b r i a r s , a n d the re 
may be some mis takes m a d e in t he actual no t e s 
taken, or in the t ransfer of the no tes , b u t as far as I 
know the pieces g iven be low are in o rde r . At th i s 
s tage, I m u s t say tha t in 1937 a series was p r i n t ed in 
the Connaugh t Te leg raph tha t is s imilar t o this 
project . D r . M . F . W a l d r o n (An t iqua r i an ) a n d the 
o ld B a l l y h a u n i s H i s t o r i c a l a n d A r c h a e l o g i c a l 
Society were associated wi th the series. I t is va luable 
because it p rese rved the inscr ip t ions of t h e few 
s tones tha t wen t miss ing after t he 1938 r enova t ion of 
the A b b e y . 

Names and Dates 
T h e c o m m o n e s t s u r n a m e s in t he g raveyard arc: 

(1) W a l d r o n , (2) L y o n s , (3) Free ly , (4) Fol l ia rd , ( 5 ) -
Caulfield (6) F i t z m a u r i c e (7) M u r p h y , (8) Grea l ly , 
(9) M o r a n , (10) C r i b b i n , (11) G r o g a n , (12) F o r d , 
(13) H o p k i n s , (14) Ki l leen , (15) J o r d a n , (16) H u n t , 
(17) F i n n , (18) M o r l e y , (19) Bailey, (20) C a r n e y . 

T h e r e arc app rox ima te ly 120 o t h e r s u r n a m e s , 
some of wh ich have d ied e.g. Ansbo ry , Begley, 
Clifford, H a m r o c k , Lavel le , M c G o v c r n , T r e s t o n -
and some of wh ich just passed t h r o u g h e.g. D u n n , 
Hacke t , M a r k , S h e r i d a n a n d D o a n . 

T h e o ldes t da te o n a s tone in o r abou t t he F r i a ry is 
1616, b u t whose it is we will never k n o w , as it 
consis ts on ly of cu r ious let ters and a crucif ixion 
scene. I t is n o w covered u p by marb le . T h e nex t 
oldest is bare ly legible and reads : 

P r a y for the Sou l o f Cr is t i D i l l on . Me Fecit. 
1678. I H S . T h i s s tone is at p resen t near t he sacristy. 
T h e next oldest is a lmos t imposs ib le to make ou t . I t 
reads : P r a y for the Sou l o f F a r . Stephen 
Ma i n roc. w h o helped to repa i r this chapel 1672. 
T h i s s tone is inside t h e p r o p e r g raveyard a n d was 
d iscovered in 19.36 whi le a grave was be ing dug for 
his namesake from L e o w . 

Some Others 
S o m e o t h e r of t he o ldes t s tones are over the 

following: (a) Pat Egan , d ied 3 1 / 1 2 / 1 7 8 8 , aged 7 1 , 
his wife C a t h e r i n e , alias (née) Burke , e rec ted 1800 
by the i r son Myles E g a n , a su rgeon (who also erected 
a magnif icent s tone to his wife, wh ich is found 
bes ide the lat ter near t he sacr is ty) ; (b) F r . J ames 
Egan , P .P . of Bekan a n d A n n a g h , d ied 1 8 / 9 / 1 7 9 9 , 
aged 80 years , was P . P . for 50 years ; he would have 
lived in t he old pr iory (seen in the 1791 ske tch) ; (c) 
Den i s D u n n of Bri t t is (or Bur r i s - word ha rd to read 
on the s tone) d ied 2 9 / 1 1 / 1 7 9 9 , aged 36, e rec ted by 
his wife M a r y . M a y b e he was s o m e o n e killed on the 
r u n after 1798? H e was f rom e i ther Bri t t is or Burr i s 
in Q u e e n ' s C o u n t y (now Laois ) . 

(d) T h o m a s W a l d r o n , d ied 3 0 / 6 / 1 8 0 0 , aged 48 
years - ' th is s tone was e rec ted by his o r d e r s , for h i m 
and pos te r i ty . ' (e) Nea l Reagan , died 1801, (f) J o h n 
F o r d , d ied 3 / 1 / 1 8 0 8 , aged 3 1 , his wife M a r g a r e t , 
d ied 2 5 / 4 / 1 8 2 6 , aged 58 , e rec ted by thei r son Pat 
F o r d of Bal lyhaunis ; (g) Michae l Lof tus , d ied 
1 2 / 4 / 1 8 1 2 , aged 86 , his son Rev. J a m e s a n d T h o m a s 
e rec ted by son Michae l ; (h) Cai t l in M c G r e a l , alias 
F i n n , d ied 1 7 / 9 / 1 8 1 3 , a n d Pat r ick M c G r e a l ' w h o 
caused th is s tone to be fixed on her grave as a 
memor i a l of his s incere regre t at t he loss of her ' , (i) 
M a r y Cass idy , C ros sa rd , d ied 2 0 / 1 2 / 1 8 1 9 , aged 80 
years , e rec ted by he r son Pa t t Cass idy of Crossa rd ; 
(j) Rose M a n n i o n , d ied 1 8 / 8 / 1 8 2 3 . T h o s e , of 
cou r se , arc only a few e x a m p l e s of t he o lder s tones . 
M a n y m o r e s tones , p r e - d a t i n g 1850, can still be seen. 

Ages and T i m e s 
T h e oldes t age of a pe r son on a t o m b s t o n e in the 

g raveyard is 103 years - for M r s . M a u g h a n of 
L i s b a n e . T h e nex t o ldes t ages are as follows: 95 years 
for M a r g a r e t Grea l ly of K i l b r o g a n , w h o died in 
1941; 92 years for A n t h o n y C a r n e y , w h o died in 
1899 and came from Ba l l indreh id ; 91 years for J o h n 
C r i b b i n , M o n c y m o r c a n d 89 years for Wil l iam 
J u d g e of C l o o n e r i m . T h e r e may be o ther o lder 
people b u r i e d t he r e , b u t they have e i ther n o 
heads tone , or t he age is not marked on the heads tone . 

T h e r e a re , as far as I k n o w , two a r m y t o m b s t o n e s 
e rec ted over m e n w h o fought , or were involved in 
W o r l d W a r O n e . T h e first reads : 212056, P r i va te 
A . Hopk ins , L a b o u r C o r p s 1st June 1919. And 
the second says: Michael James H u n t , E i r e , 
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P r i v a t e M e d . D e p t . W o r l d W a r O n e . 
N o v e m b e r 2nd, 1896 - F e b r u a r y 19th, 1960. 
Vaul ts 

T h e t w o vaul ts p resen t ly exis t ing are for the 
M o r a n and C o n r y families. N o b o d y seems to know 
to w h a t M o r a n family the M o r a n vaul t be longs . If 
a n y b o d y knows , it would helpful to hear a b o u t it , as 
all t ha t is one the p l aque above the doo r r eads : T h e 
M o r a n Fami ly Vaul t . 

T h e o t h e r vaul t is m o r e above g r o u n d t h a n the 
first m e n t i o n e d . I t conta ins M a r y K a t e C o n r o y , d ied 
1883, aged 3 , her m o t h e r K a t e El len w h o died in 
1891, aged 38 years , he r father J o h n M . C o n r y 
(Conroy ) w h o d ied in 1928, aged 78; also M a r t i n D . 
C o n r y , d ied 1969, aged 84, his wife Alice, d ied 1970, 
aged 70 years and J a m e s C a n o n C o n r y , M . A . who 
died in 1962, aged 64 years . J o h n M . C o n r o y was a 
m e r c h a n t wi th p remises n o w occup ied by P.J . 
M c G a r r y and Joe R e g a n ' s co rne r bar a n d E u g e n e 
C a r n e y in Br idge St ree t . 

Epi taphs 
T h e r e are few ' e p i t a p h s ' in the g raveyard and 

those few are p robab ly no t comple te ly or iginal . T h e 
first o n e can be found on the M c G r e a l f lagstone just 
inside the ga te ; it r eads : " M a y Angels g u a r d the 
s leeping d u s t till J e sus comes to raise t h e j u s t . " 
A n o t h e r one , on the L y o n s of T o o r a r e e flag ( u n d e r a 
tall a r ched s tone tha t can be seen from the avenue ) is 
now bad ly worn , bu t it says: " B e n e a t h this t o m b lies 
a v i r t uous w i f e / C u t away in her p r i m e of l i fe" . T h i s 
latter refers to M a r y L y o n s (née F i t zgera ld ) wife of 
T h o m a s L y o n s , T o o r a r e e , she d ied on J a n u a r y 28th 
in 1855 aged 35 years . 

A n o t h e r , on the very old, b u t u n - d a t e d flagstone 
over D e n n i s L y o n s a n d wife, reads " I n the g rave you 
are l a i d / W e shall not dep lo re y o u / T h o ' gr ief and sad 
mourning/Encircle you whose t o m b / Y o u r who Saviour 
d i e d / O n the cross to r e d e e m y o u / W i l l g u i d e you 
f o r e v e r / W i t h the l ight of his l ove . " T h i s s tone is to 
be found beside the sou th wall of the F r i a ry . T h e 
only s tone in I r i sh in t he Fr ia ry g raveyard reads : 
" T á m e sinte a n i u d h san c ré , Bh idh méa chal l ide air 
an tsaogal m a r t h ú , G u i d e o r a m anois , as on i r D é 
agus ná leig m é ó flaithnís, ag du l a m u , P ray for the 
soul of Anne L y o n s , alias F i t z m a u r i c e w h o died 
Dec . 20 th , 1837, aged 50 years , e rec ted b y her son, 
Rev. P. L y o n s . " T h i s flagstone is u n d e r t he 
K i lkenny s tone at t he al tar gable of the F r i a ry . 

Elaborat ions 
O n e of the mos t in te res t ing s tones is on the n o r t h 

side of t he c h u r c h . It reads : " M a y he w h o is to come 
to judge the living a n d the d e a d , G r a n t e te rna l 
repose to the soul of Valen t ine J o r d a n , whose mor ta l 
r ema ins await the r e su r rec t ion b e n e a t h th i s sign of 
t he R e d e e m e r . H e was t h e oldest son of E d m u n d 
J o r d a n , and g r a n d s o n of Va len t ine J o r d a n , of 
O l d h e a d in the C o u n t y of M a y o , a n d d ied in 
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Bal lyhaunis , Apri l 19th A . D . , 1852. Dese rved ly 
loved a n d respec ted by all h is acqua in tances . 
Erec ted by his family, as a last sad t r i b u t e of thei r 
affection for h i m . Requ icsca t in p a c e . " 

A n o t h e r l o n g - w i n d e d s tone , well ca rved , wi th 
coat of a r m s , reads : " O L o r d , have mercy o n the soul 
of M r s . Br idget E g a n , alias K i r w i n of G l a n who 
d e p a r t e d th is life on the 29th day of Apri l 1855 (33?) 
aged 38 years . As a token of g r a t i t ude for her 
ma te rna l affection and v i r tuous c o n d u c t , this s tone 
was erec ted by her h u s b a n d , D o c t o r Myles Egan of 
T u a m , w h o gave o n e h u n d r e d p o u n d s to the 
C o n v e n t of Bal lyhaunis for a weekly mass to be 
ce lebra ted for h i m and pos te r i ty fo reve r , may he rest 
in peace , a m e n . " 

O t h e r points 
I refer earl ier to t h e t w o exis t ing vaul ts in the 

g raveyard , b u t the re were th ree o the r vaul ts there 
one t i m e . T w o be longed to Burke families (one was 
for t he Burkes of Holywel l ) , and the th i rd belonged 
to the Di l lons . All t h ree are no t sealed, a n d I don ' t 
k n o w w h e r e the Burke vaul ts were , bu t t he Dil lon 
vault was s i tuated w h e r e the p re sen t sacristy is (or 
near it). T h e last pe r son to be bur ied there in was 
Char l e s Di l lon (1745-1813) , t he 12th Viscount . 

• C h a r l e s ' father was H e n r y Di l lon (d. 1787), w h o had 
the title taken from h i m d u r i n g the Wil l iami te wars , 
and w h o had t r ied in vain to have his t i t le recognised. 
H e n r y r e m a i n e d Ca tho l i c , a n d mar r i ed Char lo t te 
L e e , f rom whose family came Di t ch ly Hal l . Hen ry 
d ied h e a r t b r o k e n because his heir , Char l e s became a 
P ro t e s t an t in 1769 a n d so had his title as Viscount 
r e g a i n e d . C h a r l e s m a r r i e d H e n r i e t t a - M a r i a 
M u l g r a v e a n d t rad i t iona l ly he is supposed to have 
gone back to Ca tho l i c i sm on his d e a t h b e d . H e n c e , he 
was b r o u g h t from D i t c h l y Hal l , Oxford back to 
Bal lyhaunis to be bu r i ed . M o s t people in Ballyhaunis 
d o n ' t realise tha t . 

T h e r e is still a V i scoun t Di l lon . H e is H e n r y 
Benedic t Di l lon and is n o w eleven years old. H e is 
7 th in descen t f rom the 12th Viscoun t and is 
g r a n d s o n of t he 20th V i scoun t ( M a c t o r . Michae l E. 
Di l lon) w h o wro te m a n y le t ters to t he Fr ia ry in 1956 
and the early 70 ' s , a n d expressed a wish to be bur ied 
in t he old vault in t he F r i a ry , b u t c h a n g e d his mind 
later on . I n one let ter he said tha t t he family had once 
m o r e b e c o m e Ca tho l i c . 

T o Conc lude 
Well , t hose are jus t some of the in te res t ing th ings 

to be found in the F r i a ry g raveyard , which can be 
seen any t ime . I h o p e the newly formed Bal lyhaunis 
His tor ica l a n d Archelogical Society can shed more 
light on o t h e r aspec t s of the g raveyard . I a m at 
p re sen t engaged in a s imilar s tudy of the N e w 
C e m e t e r y a n d have mos t of it done . So I hope to 
have a s imilar art icle on tha t in a later issue of this 
magaz ine . P a u i W a l d r o n (Cave) 



CRIBBINS 
High-Class Victuallers 

Suppliers of Best Quality Beef & Lamb 
Deep Freeze Service a lso available 

• • • 

T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaun i s 29 
S .T.D. (0907) 30029 

/ V 

Moran Brothers 
(Construction) 

Bui ld ing & Pub l i c W o r k s Cont rac tors 

All F o r m s of Construct ion Undertaken 
Churches, Factories, Schools, 
Churches, Factories, Schools, 

Housing Estates and Private Houses 

T o o r a r e e , B a l l y h a u n i s , C o . M a y o 

N.C.F. Stores (Ballyhaunis) 
Manures, Feedstuffs, Farm 

Implements and a large range of 
Veterinary Medicines 

N.C.F. Mart (Ballyhaunis) 
Sales Every Saturday 

Cows, Heifers and Bullocks 
Telephone: Ballyhaunis 116 

S.T.D. (0907) 30116 
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Births.... 
T o Bernard and Jean Ga l l agher , K n o c k Road 

a d a u g h t e r , J an ine M a r y 

T o Hugene ami U n a Collum, Devl is 
a son, Barry 

T o J o h n a n d Shelia F o r d e , Clare St reet 
a son, H e n r y Patr ick 

T o Padra ic and T h c r é s e Walk in , Ball inteer , D u b l i n 
a d a u g h t e r , Genev ieve 

T o T h o m a s and Marga r i t e M o r a n , Ma in Street 
a d a u g h t e r , Jacklyn Elizabeth 

T o Jar la th and Joseph ine Nev in , Sta t ion Rise 
a d a u g h t e r , Tara M a r i e 

T o M a r t i n and Jul ie D o n o h o e 
a son, S t e p h e n Noe l 

T o T h o m a s and M ary M c D o n o g h , Tooraree 
a son, S imon 

T o M a r t i n and Winn ie M c D o n o g h , Tooraree 
a son, Bernard 

T o Michae l J. and M a r y L y o n s , Leca r row 
a d a u g h t e r S iobhan F rances 

T o Patr ick a n d M á i r e M u r p h y , S ta t ion Rise 
a d a u g h t e r , L a u r a Pa t r ice 

T o Michae l and M a r i a n M c N a m a r a , Tuliaghan 
a d a u g h t e r , Be rnade t t e Ann 

T o A n t h o n y and A n n Nes to r , Is land 
a d a u g h t e r , T a r a Patricia 

T o James a n d Bernade t t e Q u i n n , Classaroe 
a d a u g h t e r , Ca the r ina 

T o John and Kath leen N a u g h t o n , U p p e r M a i n St. 
a son, K ie ran J o h n 

T o Larry and Ka th l een Pelecchia , S ta t ion Rise 
a son, R ica rdo Piero 

T o T i m o t h y and Lily Rabb i t t e , Der ry lea 
a d a u g h t e r , El izabeth M a r y Brigid 

T o Sean and Helen Biesty, Car rowkee l 
a d a u g h t e r , Lor ra ine M o n i c a 

To John and Paul ine O ' H a r a , S ta t ion Rise 
a d a u g h t e r , Ka ren M a r i a 

To T h o m a s and N o r a M o r a n , Devlis 
a son, Michae l F ranc i s 

T o Dr . Sean and Joan M c G u i r e , Bal l indrehid 
a d a u g h t e r , L a u r a Mar ia 

To Oliver and Alice R u a n e , Bargarriff 
a d a u g h t e r , Alison M a r y 

To Padraig and Veronica O ' D o w d , Sta t ion Rise 
a son, T h o m a s Joseph 

B A P T I S M S 
(in the Parish Church, Ballyhaunis 

1st November 1983 to ilst October, 1984) 

T o Kie ran and El izabe th Folliard, M t . M c r r i o n 
a son, T y r o n e T h o m a s 

T o D e r e k a n d M a r y H u b b e r d , Sta t ion Rise 
a son , Padra ic J a m e s 

T o J o h n and Eileen J o r d a n , J o h n s t o w n 
a son, Paul Michae l 

T o Patr ick a n d A n n B u r k e , Hazelhi l l 
a son, C h r i s t o p h e r Pa t r ick 

T o Seamas and M a r y M u l r e n n a n , G u r t e e n 
a son, Brian T h o m a s 

T o Noel and Paul ine C o r r i g a n , Leixl ip 
a son, F r ank lyn T h o m a s 

T o Brendan and M a r y M o r r i s s e y , Devlis 
a son G a r e t h J o h n 

T o Thomas and Breda W a l d r o n , Cave 
a son, Patr ick Franc i s 

T o A n t h o n y and M a r t i n a P l u n k e t t , Forthill 
a son and d a u g h t e r , J o h n A n t h o n y 
and A n n M a r i e ( twins) 

T o Joseph and Kay Hea ly , A n n a g h 
a d a u g h t e r , Rachel M a r i e 

T o J o h n and M a r y P r e n t y , K n o c k Road 
a son , J o h n A r t h u r 

'To 'Thomas and Eileen L y n c h , Holywel l 
a son, Paul F ranc i s 

I'o H u g h and Stat ia C a r n e y , M a i n Street 
a son, Padra ic T o m á s 

T o J o h n and Tina K i r r a n e , Sta t ion Rise 
a d a u g h t e r , J o a n n a Trances 

'To Peter and N o r e e n Ga l l aghe r , Bargarriff 
a d a u g h t e r , El izabeth J o a n n e 

T o Michae l and A n n Coffey, S ta t ion Rise 
a son, David Franc i s 

'To E a m o n and Paul ine Egan , C lagnagh 
a son , Ke i th E d w a r d 

'To T a d h g and Kay Buckley, Knock Road 
a son, S h a n e Michae l 

E l s e w h e r e : 

'To Michae l and M o n i c a H o b a n , Ar t ane , Dub l in 
a d a u g h t e r , Janice 

T o Kev in a n d M a r y H e a l y , Leix l ip 
a son , Adr i an J a m e s 

T o Pat r ick and K a r e n Hea ly , H a n d f o r t h 
a d a u g h t e r , K e r e n s a A n n e 
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Marriages.. 
(Isi November, 1983 to Mst October, 19841 

P a r i s h Church: 
Joseph M . J o r d a n , J o h n s t o w n to 
Sandra Lynch, Ma in Street 

M a r t i n Fleming, Ki lknock, Brickcns to 
Christine Stacey, S ta t ion Rise 

Michael J. Foody, D u b l i n to 
G e r a l d i n e Finnegan, Knox Street 

Gabr ie l P rende rgas t , I r i sh town to 
Marga re t J. Carney, Carrowkeel 

M a r t i n C Finan, Cast lerea to 
Mary C. M o r r i s , Brackloon 

J o h n M . L y o n s , Holywel l to 
Cora M c G a r r y , D r i m b a n e 

John B r e n n a n , VC'illianistown to 
Bernade t te F i t zmaur i ce , Forthill 
Michae l L a m b e , Blackrock, Co . D u b l i n to 
Rosemary W a l d r o n , Woodpark 

J o h n P, Mor l ey , A r d e r r y , Kilkelly to 
Anne H o b a n , L i sbane 

J o h n Kel ly , K n o x St ree t to 
Sarah H e r r , K n o x Street 

Declan Muldoon, Aughnacloy, C o . Tyrone to 
Patricia Biesty, Carrowkeel 

Christopher Col l ins , Belnagare, Cast lerea to 
Marga re t Ca rney , Holywel l 

S t . M a r y ' s A b b e y , U . S . A . 
John F. Kelly, Ballaghadereen to 
Mar ia Hol i an , Swinford 

James W o o d s , Ba l laghadereen to 
Helen F i tzgera ld , Bridge Street 

Richard Grogan, Ki l taboe to 
Mary Kel ly , U p p e r M a i n Street 

E l s e w h e r e 
Rober t G . Fox , C a r r area to 
Marv M c S w c c n c y , L imer ick 

Wil l iam J u d g e , C l o o n c r i m to 
Mary 'Teresa H o p k i n s , U p p e r Main Street 
J o h n J. H o b a n , L i sbane to 
Susan Moffatt, K i lmovee 

Brian W a t s o n , G a l w a y to 
El izabeth Griffin, Clare Street 

S t e i ano Cassol , Sligo to 
Monica C o n n o l l y , Devl is 

Thomas L y n c h , Holywel l to 
Eileen Nal ly , M a c e , C l a r e m o r r i s 

E a m o n P . M c N a m a r a , T u l l a g h a n to 
Alison T h r e a d g o l d , S tockpor t 

Finbar R u a n e , Curries to 
A n n M a u r e e n Ga l l aghe r , Claregalway 

J a m e s M . W a l d r o n , Holywel l to 
M a r y J e n n i n g s , K n o c k 

Michae l P. O ' C o n n e l l , U p p e r M a i n Street to 
A n n e Tobin, D u n m o r e 

J o h n Conno l ly , Ki l l inagher to 
G e r a l d i n e F r a y n c , Cloonbanff , Cast lerea 

Best Wishes to 'Annagh' Magazine from.... 

C. PHILLIPS & SONS 
Main Street, Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo 

Footwear - Drapery - Household Goods 
Work/Wear - Sportswear 

GOOD VALUE AND SERVICE ALWAYS 
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Deaths (Blessed a r e the D e a d who die in t he Lo rd . Apoc . 14:13) 
1st N o v e m b e r 1983 to 31st O c t o b e r 1984 

Michael M o r a n (Brod ) , M a i n S t ree t 
Michae l S loyan , For th i l l 
M a r y B. D y e r , St . G e r a r d ' s Crescen t 
G e o r g e O ' M a l l e y , Barrack Street 
Anne G i l m o r e , K n o x St ree t 
May K e n n y , A b b e y q u a r t e r 
J o h n Finnegan, T a v a n a g h m o r e 
Bernard M c D o n a g h , K e r r y 
N o r a C u n n i n g h a m , Abbey Street 
Patr ick I l o b a n , L i s b a n e 
C h r i s t o p h e r S loyan , Brackloon 
Aust in Moylctte, Cur r i e s 
M r s . M a r y K. H u n t , Leca r row 
M r s . Marga re t Finnegan, T u l l a g h a n 
Mar t in M c D o n o g h , Wales 
M r s . Mai G r e e n e , Car ra rea 
M r s . Anna O'Boyle, K n o x Street 
James G i l m o r e , Bridge Street 
J o h n M u r r i n , Upper M a i n Street 
Dr . T h o m a s B. Joyce , Doc to r ' s Road 
Ellen W a l d r o n , K n o x St ree t 
M a r t i n M o r r i s , U p p e r Ma in Street 
Patr ick Bar re t t , Is land 
Richard G r o g a n , Ki l t aboe 
Richard W a l d r o n , C lagnagh 
James Kel ly , Holywel l 
J o h n Lynskey , G u r t e e n 
M r s . M a r y Kel ly , T o o r a r e e 
M r s . Del ia G l y n n , U p p e r M a i n Street 
T h o m a s H o p k i n s , St . G e r a r d ' s Crescen t 
Mar t in Baily, BargarritT 
Patr ick J. C r i b b i n , K n o e k b r a c k 
Luke L y o n s , G u r t e e n m o r e 
Mi ld r ed D y e r , L u r g a n 
Frank F i n n , G o r t a g a n n y 
Patr ick Regan , G u r t c e n b e g 
M r s . Lily M o r l e y , A b b e y Street 
T o n y M o r l e y , A b b e y Street 
T o n y C r i b b i n , L e c a r r o w 
M r s . N o r a Biesty, K i l m a n n i n 
James Cal le ly , U p p e r M a i n St ree t 
M r s . M a r y Swift , Cher ryf ie ld 
J o h n J. F i t z m a u r i e e , For th i l l 
M r s . M a r g a r e t L y o n s , M a i n St ree t 
A d a m Pra t t , Scr igg 

H l s e w h e r c 
Thomas O ' M a l l e y , Moycullcn 

Patr ick h o r d e , Hcadford 
M r s . Brigid B r e n n a n , C a r r o w n e d a n 
M r s . Annie C r i n n i g a n , G o r t h a g a n n y 
Florric M o r r i s , St . Gerard's Crescent 
M r s . N o r a T . De laney , Ki lknock 
M r s . Bridie W a l s h , Bal l inrobe 
J o h n J. D o n n e l l a n , Knock 
Michae l Duggan 

M a r t i n Dunlcavy, died in Eng land 
J o h n D u l l y , Cappagh 
M a r y O ' M a l l e y , 'The Ncalc 
Victor R u a n e , Holywel l 
Paddy L y o n s , A n n a g h 
'Thomas Col l ins , ( l l e n a m a d d y 
Katie J o r d a n , née Clarke, Hazelhi l l 
Sr. M . de C h a n t a l G o r m a n , C a r r o w h e h y 
M r s . Jessie McHl l in , C l a r e m o r r i s 
Mary ]•'. P r e n d e r g a s t , née F i t z m a u r i e e , Hazelhil l 
J o h n M c N a m a r a , C ro s s mo l i n a 
M r s . C a t h e r i n e D o n l o n , nee Byrne , Ki l taboe 
Patr ick C o m e r , G r e e n w o o d 
'Tom K e n n e d y , A g h a m o r e 
J o h n L y o n s , formerly K n o e k b r a c k 
M r s . C o y n e , T o n r a g e e 
J o h n Fla te ly , Lassiney 
M a r y Kelly, formerly Holywel l 
M r s . Mary Young , D u n Laoire , née H u n t , Lecarrow 
Richard Casscr ly , late T a v a n a g h m o r e 
Michae l Gallagher, Swinford 
D r . Robe r t W h i t e , Bal lyragget , C o . Ki lkenny 
Sr. C a r m e l J u d g e , Car ra rea , died in C o n v e n t , 'Tuam 
Dr . J o h n F . M c H u g h , C l a r e m o r r i s 
J o h n C a r n e y , Island 
Patr ick S. W a l s h , Ba l lybunion 
C a n o n J o h n F i tzgera ld , P . P . L o u i s b u r g h 
Joe Q u i n n , Bal lymote , Co . Sligo 
Vincent H o p k i n s , U p p e r M a i n Street 
Patr ick McHl l in , C l a r emor r i s 
M r s . C a t h e r i n e W o o d s , A b b e y k n o e k m o y 
Phi l ip C u n n a n e , Clare St reet 
Bro the r M a r k H u n t , M o n e y m o r e died in U . S . A . 
Hdward P. La rk in , 'Tooraree died in Eng land 
M r s . Marga re t B r e n n a n , Claremorris 
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M r s . Nell ie H a r r i n g t o n , née F o r d e , L a r g a n b o y 

John M u l r y a n , Ba l lymacur ley , Roscommon 
M r s . G r e t t a M u r d o c h , nee L y o n s , M a i n St ree t 

Fr . V incen t O ' B r i e n , C.C., Achill 

M r s . N o r a Cur l ey , Abbey Street 

Patr ick J. M o r a n , Frenchpark 

J a m e s T u n n e y , Naas , C o . Kildare 

M r s . Patr icia Ga lv in , née F i n n , Gurranc 

Fr . Richard M c L o u g h l i n , died U . S . 

John F o u d y , late Clare Street 

J o h n P lunke t t , For thi l l 

Patr ick Mol loy , G u r r a n e 

Fr . M a r t i n J. H e a n y , P .P . M a y o Abbey 

M r s . Rita M a n n i n g , née Forde, L a r g a n b o y 

G a r d a F r a n k H a n d y , A th lone 

M r s . Bridie M o r a n , Granlahan 

F r a n k L inn , D u b l i n 

M r s . Bèbe C u r r a n , S t a m u l l e n , Co . M e a i h 

Peter C u m i s k e y , Co. Donega l 

M r s . M a r y K. H u n t , L i s n a g r o o b , G r a n l a h a n 

T h o m a s M c M v l c r , L o u i s b u r g h 

D r . Michae l P. De laney , RathCTOghan, C o . Rose . 

M r s . M a r y F i n n , K n o c k 

Michae l C o o n e y , Bargarriff, died in N e w York 

M r s . Winif red Kel lv , Lissaniska, Bekan 
-

Patr ick Ki l leen , A n n a g h died in England 

H u g h (Bunnie) Jones , Tulsk, Co . R o s c o m m o n 

I R E L A N D 

Ballyhaunis 
and District 
Credit Union 

At Your Service in the 
Parochial Hall 

F r i d a y s 6.00 - 7.00 p . m . 
S a t u r d a y 8.00 - 9.00 p . m . 
S u n d a y 12.00 - 1.00 p . m . 

S u n d a y : T o o r e e n Schoo l 12.00 - 1.00 p . m . 

An Appreciation 

Adam Pratt 

You have a smi le for e v e r y o n e , 
You had a hear t of go ld , 
You left us t r e a s u r e d m e m o r i e s , 
T h o u g h you were only five years o ld . 

T h e s u d d e n dea th of l i t t le A d a m Pra t t on 
N o v e m b e r 12th has caused grea t shock and sor row 
t h r o u g h o u t t he en t i r e Ba l lyhaun i s d is t r ic t . 

A d a m , w h o was a pup i l of St . J o s e p h ' s P r i m a r y 
School s ince S e p t e m b e r had w o n the hear t s of 
t eache r s , pup i l s a n d of all w h o k n e w h i m . H e will be 
r e m e m b e r e d by all as a k ind , gent le and unselfish 
chi ld w h o had a smile for e v e r y o n e . 

D e e p e s t s y m p a t h y is t e n d e r e d to his p a r e n t s and 
family in the i r t ragic loss. 

T . Leona rd 
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Tom Moran's 
BAR 

• • • 

Enjoy a D r i n k in c o m f o r t a b l e s u r r o u n d i n g s 
O p e n F i r e , C o l o u r Te lev i s ion . 

Also S u p p l i e r of: 
All Sol id Fue l , Coa l a n d B r i q u e t t e s e t c . 

T e l e p h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 43 
S .T.D. (0907) 30493 

A L C H O L I C S 
A N O N Y M O U S 

and Al-Anon Meetings 

are held on 
S u n d a y N i g h t s : 

M a y to O c t o b e r at 9.00 p . m . 
O c t o b e r to M a y 8.30 p . m . 

in the 
O l d S e c o n d a r y S c h o o l , 

C o n v e n t o f M e r c y 

OBITUARY 

The Late J i m m y G i l m o r e 
M r . J i m m y G i l m o r e whose d e a t h occured last 

F e b r u a r y was a na t ive of Br ickens . H e appo in t ed 
Rate -Collector in t he Bal lyhaunis Dis t r i c t in 1950. 
F o r t he pas t 36 years he carr ied ou t his du t i es 
di l igent ly . 

H e was a past C h a i r m a n of C o m h a i r l e Ceann ta i r 
and pas t H o n . Secre ta ry of the Bal lyhaunis 
C u m a n n of F i anna Fail and over a long span of years 
pe r fo rmed t rojan work in the interes ts of t he 
C u m a n n , C o m h a i r l e C e a n n t a i r and the Pa r ty . 

W h a t was it a b o u t h im tha t m a d e you always so 
h a p p y to mee t h im? H e had thc qual i ty of making 
you feel tha t he was personal ly conce rned for you. 

I always r e m e m b e r e d h i m as be ing good 
h u m o u r e d a n d g rac ious , a lways wi th a ready smile 
and a lively twinkle in his eyes . In his class and 
m a n n e r also he was a g e n t l e m a n ; yes literally a 
' g e n t l e m a n ' : at least I can say I never found h im in 
any way abras ive or hu r t fu l . 

H e was a lively conversa t iona l i s t , qu ick and wit ty 
wi th his r e m a r k s and r ipos te so tha t it was always a 
p leasure to be in conve r sa t ion wi th h i m . 

His popu la r i ty t h r o u g h o u t the c o m m u n i t y was 
ev idenced hy the large n u m b e r s of messages of 
s y m p a t h y received from ind iv idua ls and publ ic 
bodies . He will be sadly missed by many . M a y he 
rest in peace. 

J o h n n y L y o n s 
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The Lantern Lounge 
(Props: Michael and Denise Nolan) 

MICHAEL NOLAN 
Undertaker 

Day and Night Service 
Everything Arranged 

Personal Attention 

KNOX STREET - BALLYHAUNIS 
T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaun i s 205 

S.T.D. (0907) 30205 

Waldron's 
SPAR Supermarket 

BALLYHAUNIS - CO. MAYO 

t t t 

Family Grocers and 
Provisions Merchants 

t t t 

Agent for Flo-Gas 
Stockists of Leading Brands 

Animal Feedstuffs 

T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaun i s 23 
S.T.D. (0907) 30023 

ft* 
HANNAN'S 

(Commercial House) 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

RADIO AND T.V. DEALER 

• • • 

F r i d g e F r e e z e r s , W a s h i n g 
M a c h i n e s , C o o k e r s , A l l 
E l e c t r i c a l A p p l i a n c e s . 

BRIDGE ST., BALLYHAUNIS 
T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaun i s 36 

S.T.D. (0907) 30036 

J. P. FREYNE 
& SONS LTD. 
Car Sales and Service 

t t t 

CLARE STREEt, BALLYAUNIS 
Telephone: Ballyhaunis 43 

S.T.D. (0907) 30461 or (0907) 30043 
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Annagh '84 Wins National Award 

T h e faces b e h i n d A n n a g h 
M s . M a r y C o m e r , N a t i o n a l P r e s i d e n t J u n i o r C h a m b e r I r e l a n d p r e s e n t i n g a C e r t i f i c a t e of 
M e r i t t o J i m L u n d o n , E d i t o r o f ' A n n a g h 1983' w h i c h w a s w o n a t t h e N a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n in 
G a l w a y . I n c l u d e d a r e m e m b e r s of A n n a g h 1983 a n d A n n a g h 1984 C o m m i t t e e s . 
F r o n t : K a t h l e e n H u n t , A n n M a r r i n a n , R e g i n a H u n t , M a r y F ree l ey , P e g g y Lyons . 
S e c o n d Row: M a t t O ' D w y e r , J o h n M o o n e y , M a r y C o m e r ( N a t i o n a l P r e s i d e n t J u n i o r 
C h a m b e r I r e l and) , J i m L u n d o n (Ed i to r ) , R i ta L u n d o n (P res iden t Ba l lyhaun i s J u n i o r 
C h a m b e r ) , F r . O ' C o n n o r , O.S.A. , Joe G r e e n e . 

Back: E a m o n Healy , Joe Hosty, P a t Higgins , Mike Griffin, Shea O 'Ca l l aghan , Robb ie M c N a b b . 

Miss ing a r e - C h r i s P r a t t , P a u l W a l d r o n , M a r y H e n e g h a n a n d R i t a M o o n e y . 

10km. A B B E Y P A T T E R N R O A D R A C E R E S U L T S 1984.. . . 

T I M E N A M E 
P O I N T S 

42-58 J i m m y F l e m i n g 20 
P O I N T S 42-59 E a m o n n M u r r e n 21 

33-12 D a v e Wa lsh 4 5 - 3 3 Padra ig Lee 22 
33-12 Padra ig Wa lsh 1 45 -34 T o n y M o r l e y 23 
33-12 T o m Flate ly 2 45 -49 J i m m y F i n n 24 
33-47 Noel A r m s t r o n g 3 45 -52 Pau l Ma r t i n 25 
33-48 E d w a r d Rown t ree 4 4 5 - 5 3 T o m m y Caul f ie ld 26 
34-12 John C r i b b i n 5 46 -49 B a r r y Bu t le r 27 
34-41 Pat Free ley 6 46 -57 Noreen O ' R e i l l y 28 
34-48 E a m o n n Hea ly 7 47 -07 J o h n H igg ins 29 
36-33 John D u r k a n 8 47-48 Jar la th F a h y 30 
37-11 T o n y Keane 9 48 -05 B r i d C l e a r y 31 
39-41 T . M o r a n 10 48 -10 Peg B y r n e 32 
39-42 Alex Greene 12 48 -58 Agnes McGee 33 
39-45 Rober t M c N a b b 13 4 9 - 3 3 J i m H igg ins 34 
40-05 Michael C l e a r y 14 4 9 - 3 3 J i m D o n n e l l y 35 
40 -13 J o h n C l e a r y 15 54-07 Ita F a h y 36 
40-45 B e r n a r d Jennings 16 56-05 Sarah H e r r 37 
41-31 Peter Ga l lagher 17 57-38 Siobhan H e r r 38 
42-12 T o m m y T i m l i n 18 60-25 Ri ta L u n d o n 39 
42-14 T o m Geragh ty 19 60-28 Gera ld ine G r i f f i n 40 

63-52 A n n C u r l e y 41 

Each pe r son on th i s list was a w a r d e d 
the Bal lyhaunis J u n i o r C h a m b e r . 

a m e d a l for c o m p l e t i n g t h e six mi les . T h e race was organ ised by 
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The Welding Centre 
KNOX STREET, BALLYHAUNIS 

(Prop. Bernard Freyne) 

• • • 

Agent for Ergas Propane 
SALES: 

Electr ical a n d G a s Welding E q u i p m e n t 
All Welding A c c e s s o r i e s , D.I.Y. P o w e r 
Tools , All t y p e s of safety e q u i p m e n t , Lawn 
Mowers , G a r d e n Tillers, All t y p e s of cu t t i ng 
d i sc s , Gr ind ing d i sc s , A l l t y p e s of hyd rau l i c 

h o s e s . Hydraul ic fit t ings a n d s e a l s 
for mos t m a c h i n e s . 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 152 
S.T.D. (0907) 30152 

BERNARD 
BYRNE 

Clare Street - Ballyhaunis 

XXX 

Grocery and 
Lounge Bar 

T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaun i s 39 
S.T.D. (0907) 30039 

THOMAS 
DONNELLAN 
Clare Street, Ballyhaunis 

t t t 

JOINER AND UNDERTAKER 
Funeral Service - Day or Night 

Funeral Home Service Provided 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 45 
S.T.D. (0907) 30045 

Keane's Kitchens Ltd. 
B A L L Y H A U N I S - C O . M A Y O 

A l s o : G A L W A Y S H O P P I N G C E N T R E 

* X X 

See our Oak and Deluxe 
Plastic Range at our Showrooms 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 38 and 251 
S.T.D. (0907) 30038/30251 

Galway Shopping Centre No: 
(091) 64528 
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ission 

F r i a r y S e r v e r s in t he la te 1950's 
B a c k Row : Joe C o n b o y , J o h n H igg ins , J a m e s T o o l a o , J o h n M u r p h y , M i c h a e l Joyce . 

S e c o n d Row: Hilly T o o l a n , J u n i o r C o n n o l l y , M i c h e a l B y r n e , M a r t i n G r o g a n , Aus t in Boyle. 
F r o n t Row: S e a m u s C o n n e l l , F r a n c i s G r e a l l y , F r . Buck ley . 

(Photograph courtesy of Breda Bourke) 

b y T o n y B o y l e 
" W e l l , it was like the miss ion se rmon long 

ago " , is an express ion we i nva r i ab l y hear 
nowadays after l istening to an impress ive 
hom i l y f r o m the pulp i t ; so perhaps an art icle 
on the subject o f the o ld par ish miss ion m igh t 
not be out o f place in this magaz ine . 
R e m e m b e r i n g 

I d o h a p p e n to have a r a the r vivid recol lect ion of 
a t t end ing a week ' s Miss ion in m y h o m e par i sh in C o . 
Ga lway away back in 1930. T h e m o n t h was O c t o b e r 
- or the po t a to d igging t i m e , wi th wh ich wc a lways 
associated the t e n t h m o n t h of t he year . W c lived over 
th ree mi les from the c h u r c h and o u r m o d e of 
conveyance to t he Miss ion , m o r n i n g a n d e v e n i n g , 
was , of cou r se , t he d o n k e y a n d ca r t , and it was 
always the task of m y b r o t h e r a n d myself to have t h e 
vehicle in read iness an h o u r a n d a half before t h e 
Miss ion bel ls wou ld r ing . ( In those days , to ' t ackle 
the ass ' was a very c o m m o n express ion in ru ra l 
I r e l and , b u t is n o w long lost in m o d e r n wor ld of 
affluence a n d a u t o m a t i o n ) . 

And we were no t the only ones in o u r t o w n l a n d 
t ravel l ing to t he Miss ion pe r d o n k e y and car t . T h e r e 
was the occasional bicycle and the m o r e well-off 
people in the village had a h o r s e - t r a p , or s ide-car , 
bu t my m o t h e r , b r o t h e r a n d I were as satisfied wi th 
ou r m o d e of t r a n s p o r t as the best of t h e m . 

T h e A tmosphe re 
M y m o t h e r a lways bel ieved in be ing the re for t he 

'first bel l ' a n d if wc had a few m i n u t e s to spare , we 
always spen t it v iewing the lovely p ious objects in 
the miss ion stalls o u t s i d e t h e c h u r c h - or p e r h a p s 
knee l ing and p ray ing at t he graves of t he priests who 
had been b u r i e d in t he c h u r c h y a r d w h o m m y 
m o t h e r appea red to have r e m e m b e r e d with 
cons ide rab le r everence and respect . O n reflection 
n o w , I d o bel ieve tha t the stalls , wi th the p ious 
p i c t u r e s , rosary b e a d s , m e d a l s , s t a tues e tc . , are par t 
of t h e ru ra l I r i sh miss ion week t h a t has least c h a n g e d 
in the last ha l f - cen tu ry . 

I n m y early days , the a t m o s p h e r e of a Miss ion 
d o m i n a t e d the whole r u n n i n g of affairs in the par ish 
for tha t week - eve ry th ing else was secondary . And 
w h e n m e n and w o m e n f rom the par i sh me t at the 
fair, m a r k e t , s h o p or village p u m p d u r i n g tha t week, 
they invar iably ta lked of t h e miss ioner ' s s e r m o n s 
a n d m o r n i n g l ec tu res . A t t e n d a n c e at t he Miss ion in 
those days was s o m e t h i n g of a social occas ion, and , 
of cou r se , even ing M a s s was literally u n h e a r d of. 

In T h e C h u r c h 
Of the two miss ioners w h o usual ly c o n d u c t e d a 

Mis s ion in the 1930's , t h e r e was a lways the 
d i s t i ngu i sh ing feature - you had the ' c ross m a n ' and 
the ' qu ie t m a n ' , the ' f unny m a n ' and the ' ser ious 
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m a n ' , or p e r h a p s the 'b ig m a n ' and the ' smal l m a n ' 
or t he ' y o u n g m a n ' and the 'old m a n ' . I r e m e m b e r 
too all of t he fine s e r m o n s of those days , w h i c h were 
always p r eceeded by a text . T h e r e were a lways t h e 
subjects of Hel l , Sin a n d D e a t h (which always 
inc luded a few m o v i n g s tor ies) . 

W e d n e s d a y n igh t was usual ly set as ide for a 
s e r m o n c o n c e r n i n g c o m p a n y - k e e p i n g , F r i d a y n igh t 
for a s e r m o n on the Blessed S a c r a m e n t , a n d 
S a t u r d a y n igh t we hea rd abou t O u r L a d y and the 
family rosary . A n o t h e r c u s t o m in those days was the 
r inging of t hc " S i n n e r ' s Be l l " w h i c h was d o n e 
d u r i n g the rec i ta t ion of t he Rosary . ( T h i s was 
specially for the odd person w h o m a y not be 
a t t e n d i n g the Miss ion) . 

T h e E n d i n g 
T o w a r d s the e n d of t he week, we would have the 

bless ing of p ious objec ts , t he tak ing of t h c p l edge , 
t hc enro l l ing in the B r o w n Scapu la r o r Par i sh 
Sodal i ty ; and thc closing of the Miss ion took place 
on the S u n d a y n igh t and was an a lmos t t o u c h i n g 
occas ion, as t he Miss ion F a t h e r s b a d e farewell to t he 
people of the par i sh and asked to be r e m e b e r c d in 
the i r p rayers . 

T h e week 's Miss ion was n o w over , a n d in thc 
course of t h c s e r m o n s we were often r e m i n d e d tha t 
this m a y be o u r last Mis s ion ; a n d , of c o u r s e , for a 

CENTRAL 
HOTEL 

(Ballyhaunis) 
A.A. Grade B R.I.A.C. 

Ideal for Meet ings , Funct ions and Parties 
Meet your friends for a Meal or a Drink 

B a r L u n c h e s D a i l y f r o m £2.50 

72" Video Screen to view your favourite T.V. 
Programme or a Video of your family event. 

Te lephone: Ballyhaunis 30 
S.T.D. (0907) 30030 

Owned and Managed by the 

FREELEY FAMILY 
for the past 38 years. 

cer ta in pe rcen t age of t he congrega t ion th is was 
u n d o u b t e d l y a fact. A n d t h e n we h a d the story of the 
miss ioner w h o had been de l igh ted tha t he had 
p r eached such a fine G o d - f e a r i n g s e r m o n to a 
c r o w d e d c h u r c h on t h e subjec t of M a t r i m o n y , and 
w h o as he s tood ou t s ide the c h u r c h doo r a few 
m i n u t e s later ove rhead two old ladies as they left. 
Says one to he r col league: " W e l l M a r y , wasn ' t that a 
fine s e r m o n , d o e s n ' t t h a t m a n k n o w a l o t ? " " A h , 
B r i d g e t " , says the o t h e r , pu l l ing the shawl u p over 
her head : " I wish I k n e w as little a b o u t mar r iage as 
tha t m a n . " 

B a l l y h a u n i s P i o n e e r s a t Ash fo rd C a s t l e in 1951 

Moran Television 
& Electronic Services 

1 1 1 

T.V., Video and Radio 
Communications Specialists 

t t t 

KNOX STREET, BALLYHAUNIS 
T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaun i s 79 

v T . D . (0907) 30079 

Page 2fi 



The Depth and Height of Freedom 
by D e i r d r c D u r k i n 

Splash! F ina l ly , the last chi ld has gone , t he d o o r is 
closed a n d the dress ing r o o m s are c leaned. T h e 
Augus t s u n which has been bea t ing d o w n so hot ly on 
the s w i m m e r s is n o w re t i r ing b e h i n d the tall fire 
s tat ion tower , and the b lue water r ipp les invi t ingly 
in thc gent le even ing b reeze . I take off m y t ee - sh i r t 
and s u n ha t , wh ich p ro tec ted m y shou lde r s a n d head 
from the b u r n i n g s u n , h a n g m y whis t le on a nail and 
p lunge in to the cool wate r . 

A we lcome feeling of release and f reedom Hows 
over m e . I sw im u p the length of the pool - n o b o d y 
there to block m y way; n o b o d y to take f rom the 
ca lmness and peacefulness of t he m o m e n t . M y 
friend a n d co- l i feguard s teps to t hc edge of t hc pool , 
and wi th a c lean, swift d ive , cu t s t h r o u g h the wa te r , 
d iv ing d e e p a n d long. I just lie o n m y back and look 
u p at the sky t h r o u g h half-closed lashes. A swal low is 
soaring to a he igh t , a little black do t against a vast 
b lue b a c k g r o u n d - f reedom. 

T o be free of responsib i l i t ies , even if only for an 
hou r b e t w e e n sessions. N o t to be c o n t i n u o u s l y 
wa tch ing for the poor s w i m m e r w h o b raves the d e e p 
end ; no t to be on thc alert for t he todd le r w h o slips 
u n d e r t h c surface of t he p a d d l i n g pool ; no t t o be 
cont inua l ly r e p r i m a n d i n g the boys for d u c k i n g the 
girls - n o ru les , n o regu la t ions to enforce . J u s t to laze 
on the surface a n d relax - a l ibera ted l i feguard! 

T h e mi s t is c lear ing and wha t a view is revea led . 
T h e sogginess of t he boggy u n d e r g r o w t h ; t he 
sque lch of thc we t socks in t he heavy boo t s ; t he 
weight of the rucksack on the shou lde r s - all is 
forgot ten in the beau ty of the scene before ou r eyes . 
T h e gent le cu rve of t he r ange encirc les t he peaceful 
valley. F r o m the range w h e r e wc s t and we can see yet 
bo th s ides of t he m o u n t a i n - b e h i n d us t he O c t o b e r 
sea is t u r n i n g grey and wc can hear it p o u n d i n g at t he 
base of t he cliff, b a t t e r i n g the rocks at t h e base of the 
m o u n t a i n . Before us we see T h e Devi l ' s M o t h e r , 
D u n b e g - for miles thc T w e l v e Bens rise and fall, 
the i r peaks ha l f -h idden in the c loud . T h e wind tugs 
at ou r w i n d c h e a t e r s , plays wi th hair , b r u s h e s agains t 
ou r cheeks and the m i n d is in toxicated by the sense 
of release der ived from the exper ience . 

In a few m i n u t e s it would be t ime to consu l t m a p s , 
check c o m p a s s bea r i n gs , refer to gu ide books - b u t 
r ight n o w we just let ourse lves be taken over b y thc 
m o m e n t , legs sl ightly s t r add led , w ind w h i p p i n g 
a round u s , wc forgot e v e r y t h i n g , were comple te ly 
free f rom cares . Below us we could see the m e n 
work ing in t he valley, little doll like f igures saving 
the tu r f in the i r whi te shir t s leeves, she l tered from 

the sea b reeze , t o the r ight a red car was moving 
d o w n thc th read- l ike silver of t hc road - it was as if 
we were apar t f rom the w o r l d , yet so close to it; at 
one wi th n a t u r e , yet gaz ing on th is view, this 
p romi sed land. W e moved a long the r idge in single 
file - free from the worr ies of u r b a n life. 

E x o d u s 24: 15-18 
" M o s e s wen t u p M o u n t Sinai and a c loud covered 

it. T h e dazzl ing light of t h c L o r d ' s p re sence came 
d o w n on the m o u n t a i n " I t h i n k tha t is really wha t I 
have been t ry ing to desc r ibe . T h e sense of the L o r d ' s 
p re sence to be found u p t h e r e , on a m o u n t a i n t op , 
s u r r o u n d e d by the p o w e r a n d beau ty of G o d . 
Look ing d o w n on the P r o m i s e d L a n d , as Moses did 
from M o u n t P i sgah , east of Jer ico . 

O . K . so m a y b e 'east of J e r i c h o ' is a far cry from 
'wes t C o n n e m a r a ' , h u t I wou ld imagine tha t the 
sense of re lease, awe and w o n d e r wh ich Moses 
would have felt u p the re ; t he sense of relief, away 
f rom thc responsibi l i t ies of a leader , secure in 
k n o w l e d g e tha t his miss ion h a d been fulfilled, at 
peace wi th the L o r d , w o u l d c o r r e s p o n d wi th my 
feelings. Moses may not have been wear ing t w o pairs 
of thick knee socks, a wa te r proof w i n d c h e a t e r , a 
rucksack and c l imb ing boots as he s tood the re gazing 
on the P r o m i s e d L a n d ; no r h a d he the de l ights of the 
C o n n e m a r a c l imate in O c t o b e r to c o n t e n d wi th ! -
we b o t h have s o m e t h i n g in c o m m o n , a sense of t he 
p o w e r of G o d . 

Laz ing in a M a y o S w i m m i n g Pool in 1983 
released from t h e du t i e s of a vigi lant l i feguard may 
not seem to have any re levance to M o s e s at first, yet 
to m e , t he p l ight of M o s e s lead ing his people 
t h r o u g h the Red Sea is very signif icant . Both of us 
were l i feguards , r e spons ib le no t only for the safety of 
o the r peop le , b u t the i r safety in the p rox imi ty of 
wa te r at tha t ! Moses found l ibera t ion for h imsel f and 
his peop le in lead ing t h r o u g h ' t h e Red Sea ' , each day 
from J u n e to S e p t e m b e r , f rom 2.00 p . m . to 9.00 p . m . 
I find l ibera t ion in p r e v e n t i n g t ragedies in the water , 
in leading peop le , y o u n g c h i l d r e n , to a sense of water 
safety. " T h o u shalt not obey any o t h e r l i feguards , 
because I am the one t r u e l i f egua rd" , " T h o u shall 
a lways h o n o u r and obey the l i feguard" , e tc . arc my 
T e n C o m m a n d m e n t s , g iven to m e by the boss , m y 
whis t le is my staff; the L o r d is my he lp a n d my 
s t r eng th . 

L i b e r a t i o n is a f reedom a n d release , a s ta te of 
m i n d a t t a ined w h e n I am at one w i t h G o d , myself 
and m y s u r r o u n d i n g s . 

(Dcirdre Durkin is a third year student at St. Patrick's 
College, Drumcondra. This article orginally appeared 
in "The Irish Cathechist', December 198Ì. v„„t. ,7 



Mr. George O'Malley, 
H e was a good and gent le soul and the full ex ten t 

of his k indnes s , because of the d iscreet m a n n e r in 
which he lent a he lp ing h a n d a n d a ided o t h e r s , will 
never be k n o w n . T h e above is a fair, brief s u m m a t i o n 
of the late M r . G e o r g e O ' M a l l e y of Barrack S t ree t , 
Bal lyhaunis , one of t he mos t p o p u l a r res iden ts of the 
t own , whose dea th occured recent ly at t he G e n e r a l 
Hosp i t a l , Cas t lebar . 

G e o r g e was the head of a th r iv ing hackney -ca r 
bus iness in Bal lyhaunis for a n u m b e r of years and 
earned a wel l -deserved repu ta t ion for his punc tua l i ty 
and his p r o m p t and u n d i v i d e d a t t en t ion to his large 
cl ientele. I n d e e d , the fact tha t he was never involved 
in even the mos t tr ivial traffic acc ident over a long 
n u m b e r of years is a clear indica t ion of his 
except iona l d r iv ing skill. 

H e was a fr iendly m a n , a n d the re was a legion of 
people w h o rega rded G e o r g e as a friend and valued 
his f r iendsh ip because of his m a n y fine qual i t ies . 

In t he early days following the revival of the 
p resen t G . A . A . C l u b in the late ' for t ies , t h e late 
G e o r g e O ' M a l l e y lent the infant c lub every 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t a n d s u p p o r t by t r a n s p o r t i n g players 
to m a t c h e s and c o n t i n u i n g to do so even w h e n funds 
were no t readily available. 

B a r r a c k S t r e e t 

T h i s was only one ins tance of his generos i ty , 
g o o d n e s s a n d t h o u g h t l u l n e s s w h i c h w e r e 
never dormant, His effervescent good h u m o u r was 
never far from the surface, a n d his friendly m a n n e r 
which was a lways ev iden t was yet a n o t h e r of his 
m a n y sp lend id charac te r i s t i cs . 

H e was a f o u n d i n g m e m b e r of the St. Patr ick 's 
Ca tho l ic Snooke r and Bil l iards C l u b a t t ached to the 
Bal lyhaunis Parochia l Hal l and re ta ined a lively 
in teres t in the c lub over t h e years . His pass ing leaves 
a d e e p void in the Ba l lyhaun is area where he spent all 
of his life and in wh ich he took a d e e p - r o o t e d and 
ab id ing p r ide . T h e very large a t t e n d a n c e at the 
removal of the r e m a i n s , M a s s and funeral , left no 
d o u b t as to t he e s t eem in which the deceased was 
held and the widespread so r row occas ioned by his 
demise . 

The ce lebran t of the F u n e r a l M a s in St . Patr ick 's 
C h u r c h , Ba l lyhaunis was Very Rev. Fr . Costello, 
P . P . , Ba l lyhaunis , assis ted by Rev. F r . P . Wil l iams 
C . C . , a n d Rev . F r . B. De laney , O . S A . Deceased is 
surv ived by his b r o t h e r s - T h o m a s , Cyri l (E.S.B.) 
and J a m e s , and by his s is ter , M a u r e e n , B i rmingham, 
and deepes t s y m p a t h y is e x t e n d e d to t h e m and to all 
t he o t h e r relat ives. 

Joe Greene J 
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SOUNDINGS Yearly reports from some of the organisations 
and clubs in the town. 

W i n n e r s of t he G r o c e r ' s B e n e v o l e n t F u n d P e r p e t u a l C u p -
M r . F . T h o r n t o n a n d M r . J. F o r d e . 

Left to Righ t : M r s . M a u r e e n T h o r n t o n , M r . E . T h o r n t o n , M r . J. F o r d e , M r s . S. F o r d e 

T h e following arc the list of officers for b o t h I am glad to repor t tha t the Bal lyhaunis Gol f C l u b 
Ladies and G e n t ' s C o m m i t t e e s of the Bal lyhaunis had a n o t h e r very successful year. T h e c lub had 
Goll C l u b . t eams in all g rades of c o m p e t i t i o n and were 
G e n t s ' r ep resen ted by t r u e s p o r t s m e n on and oil the course . 

, . , v n , , T h e onlv t eam success was in Bal lyhaunis w inn ing 
C a p t a i n M r . 1\ Di l lon ' f ' , ^ 

. _ the G r o c e r s Benevolen t b u n d Pe rpe tua l C u p . 
P r e s i d e n t . . . . . . . M r J. h o r d e Bal lyhaunis were r e p r e s e n t e d in th is event which 
Vice C a p t a i n M r . J. C h e c v c r s w a s p l a y e d f o r a t R o s s e s p 0 j n t D y M r . E. T h o r n t o n 
vice President M r M. H e n r y and M r . J. F o r d e . 10 o t h e r C l u b s took par t . A ladies 
H o n . S e c r e t a r y M r k J . H igg ins t eam cons is t ing of Miss N . Di l lon and Miss B. Snee 
lo int H o n . T r e a s u r e r s M r . < 1. ( ".ox ne h " v i n S l l r s t 1 u a l i f ' C d '« the C o n n a u g h t region finals 

. , . . .... . . at R o s c o m m o n , also took par t in t he Aus t ra l ian 
a n d M i At c h h S p o o n s a t F o r c s t H i l l T h e g o l f e r o f t h c y c a r i n I l u . 

C o m m i t t e e : m e n ' s sect ion for 1984 is M r . A. R e d d i n g t o n and in 
M / s . D. C h a r l t o n , M . H e n r y , J. Di l lon , A. the ladies sect ion is M r s . S. Laffey. 
R e d d i n g t o n , M . M a h o n y , M . Gal lagher , M. Wal she , 
M. Fo rde , B. C u n n i n g h a m , S. Swift, M . G l y n n , B. T h e Open W e e k w h i c h was he ld from J u n e 2 n d to 
H u n t , T . M u l l i g a n , J. Burke . 1 0 t h w a s ; 1 t r e m e n d o u s success . There was a 

w o n d e r t u l array of prizes wh ich were sponsored In 
C o m p e t i t i o n S e c . . . . . M r . P. C u r l e y firms do ing bus iness in the t o w n , and players from 
H a n d i c a p S e c M r . A. No lan nearly every C o u n t y played, Visi tors were lull ol 
P . R . O M r . J F o r d e praise for the course especially as d u r i n g thc yeai 
I 'idies* water was laid on to all the g reens . O n e visitor was 

heard to sav Ball vhaun i s m u s t rank as o n e of t hc best 
C a p t a i n Miss P. G r a d v nut ' . i 

1 9 hole courses m the coun t ry , 
V i c e C a p t a i n M r s . S. I .a i lc \ . . . 

' M a n y new m e m b e r s |o ined this year and were 
H o n . S e c r e t a r y Mis s N . Dillon b j p e d ' l e a r n the game and the rules In the 
H o n . T r e a s u r e r M r s . A. Joyce es tabl ished m e m b e r s . 
H a n d i c a p S e e . Miss M. Movies , „ L , , n d u s i o l l , w o u k , | i k c t 0 w i s h y 0 u r magazine 
E x e c u t i v e M e m b e r M r s . M . D i l l o n - L e e t c h everv success . 
C o m m i t t e e : l o h n G F o r d e 
M r s . M . Burke , M r s M. Di l lon. Miss P. W a l d r o n . (Ji R ( ) ) 

M r s . S. F o r d e , M r s . I. F r eyne , Mrs. 1 Flynn and 
Mrs. C. Dil lon. 

I'iWr :» 



SOUNDINGS 

Peter McCafferty pictured with Patrick Tighe and Fintan B y r n e at the presentat ion of 
prizes in the Poster Compet i t ion . In the background arc the winning posters . 

Patrick Phillips 
BEER, WINE & SPIRIT MERCHANT 

* * * 

MAIN S T R E E T - BALLYHAUNIS 

Telephone: 118 
S.T.D. (0907) 30118 

RATTIGAN'S 
BAR 

• • • 

Where A Good Drink 
Is Always Served! 

KNOX STREET, BALLYHAUNIS 
Telephone: Ballyhaunis 157 

S.T.D. (0907) 30157 

V. 
Page 30 



SOUNDINGS 
B A L L Y H A U N I S & D I S T R I C T C R E D I T 

U N I O N 

Bal lyhaun is a n d D i s t r i c t C r e d i t U n i o n are 
pleased to a n n o u n c e a very successful year to 30th 
S e p t e m b e r , 1984. W e now have 180 m e m b e r s wi th 
£ 2 7 , 0 0 0 in shares , and £ 2 0 , 0 0 0 out in loans. D u r i n g 
O c t o b e r a n d N o v e m b e r 1983 we ran a Cred i t U n i o n 
Pos te r C o m p e t i t i o n at two levels. 

At C o m m u n i t y School level the w i n n e r s were 1st. 
Olive Bies ty , 2nd . M a r t h a Grogan, 3rd. J. Murphy. 

At N a t i o n a l School level the w i n n e r s were 1st. 
Olive Biesty, 2nd. M a r t h a Grogan , 3rd. F in tan Byrne 

W e took a s tand at the T r a d e Exh ib i t ion r u n by 
the C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e and this p roved to be a 
great boost to ou r m e m b e r s h i p . 

In Ju ly 1984, we had a float in the G . A . A . 
C e n t e n a r y P a r a d e . In J u n e , we o p e n e d a col lect ion 
point at T o o r e c n School after last Mass on S u n d a y s . 

At o u r A . G . M . in J a n u a r y , 1984, o u r re t i r ing 
d i rec tors were r e t u r n e d to the Board . D u r i n g the 
year we were sor ry to loose B r e n d a n Glavey as 
d i rec tor , b u t we were glad to we l come F r a n k L y o n s , 
as an able r ep l acemen t lor h im. 

T h e 1984 Officers arc as follows: 
C h a i r m a n Pe ter McCaf fe r ty 
Vice C h a i r m a n Michael Grea l ly 
T r e a s u r e r C a t h e r i n e P lunkc t t 
A s s t . T r e a s u r e r Pat O ' C o n n o r 
M e m b e r s h i p O f f i c e r . . . T e r r y C o l e m a n 
O t h e r D i r e c t o r s 

Mary F r e y n e , Aidan Kel ly , J o h n T u o h y , Vincent 

F r eeman and F rank L y o n s . 

S u p e r v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e : 

Paddy B r e n n a n , Pat F i tzgerald and Barry But ler 

O t h e r C o m m i t t e e s A r e : 

C r e d i t Committee: 
Aidan Kel ly . J o h n Tuohy, Pat O ' C o n n o r . 
Education C o m m i t t e e : 

M a n F r e y n e , T e r r s C o l e m a n . Pat O ' C o n n o r . 

Remember our Opening Hours ore us follows: 
P A R O C H I A L M A L I 

Fiul . ivs h.00 p .m . - 7.4X1 p.in 
S a t u r d a y s 8.00 p .m . - 0 00 p m 
Sunday's 12.00 - I 00 p m 

TOOREEN SCHOOL 
. S u n d a y s 12.00 I up ; m 

For al l y o u r B u s - H i r e a r r a n g e m e n t s c o n t a c t : 

M. LYONS 
L e c a r r o w - B a l l y h a u n i s - C o . M a y o 

T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaun i s 347 
S.T.D. (0907) 30347) 

N A T I O N A L A N D I N T E R N A T I O N A L 
C E R T I F I C A T E S 

F O O T B A L L M A T C H E S , S W I M M I N G , 
D I N N E R - D A N C E S , I . C . A . M E E T I N G S , 

S C H O O L T O U R S E T C . 

P e r s o n a l a n d F r i e n d l y 
S e r v i c e G u a r a n t e e d 

HALAL 
MEAT PACKERS 

C l a r e R o a d - B a l l y h a u n i s 

t t t 

Require large numbers of Cattle 
and Lambs each week 

TOP PRICES PAID 

T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaun i s 186 
S.T.D. (0907) 30186 

(094) 71511 



M I SI IS* \ 
L A D I E S B A S K E T B A L L 

T h e Bal lyhaunis Lad ies Basketbal l C l u b he ld i t ' s 
A . G . M . in t he C e n t r a l H o t e l , Bal lyhaunis on A u g u s t 
27th last. T h e mee t ing was well a t t e n d e d a n d a 
n u m b e r of n e w m e m b e r s were we l comed . T h e 
following officers were e lected for t he c o m i n g year: 

Cha i rpe rson Cái t W e b b 

Secretary Siobhan C o y n e 
T r e a s u r e r T e r e s a J o r d a n 

P . R . O A n n J e n n i n g s 

T h e t e a m coach is Joe H e n r y and t r a in ing 
sessions are he ld in t he C o m m u n i t y School G y m 
from 8.30 p . m . - 10.30 p . m . every M o n d a y n igh t . 
C l u b M e m b e r s h i p F e e is £ 5 . 0 0 . 

T h e c lub held a very successful fund- ra i s ing I r i sh 
n igh t last year and your s u p p o r t for any f o r t h c o m i n g 
v e n t u r e will be gratefully apprec ia t ed . 

W e wish A n n a g h magaz ine every success in t he 

fu ture . 

Siobhan C o y n e 
(Secretary) 

KELLY 
FURNITURE 

Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo 

• • • 

Manufacturers of Bedroom, 
Dining Room and Kitchen Furniture 

• • • 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 89 

S .T.D. (0907) 30089 

Also at: 

Old Market Street, Sligo 
Telephone: (071) 60914 

B A L L Y H A U N I S S Q U A S H 

C h a i r m a n J o h n n y Biesty 

Secretary J. D u r k a n 

T r e a s u r e r . . . E . H e a l y / S . O ' C a l l a g h a n 

Men's Cap ta in E . C a m p b e l l 
Ladies Cap ta in A. M c G e e 

S q u a s h in Bal lyhaunis c o n t i n u e s to go from 
s t r eng th to s t r eng th . M e m b e r s h i p is n o w at a lmost 
150 ind iv idua ls . W i t h t h e ever r is ing s t a n d a r d an 
out le t was n e e d e d for t hc t op p layers . T h i s year a 
m e n ' s a n d a ladies t e a m were e n t e r e d in the 
C o n n a u g h t L e a g u e . 

M e m b e r s h i p 
S q u a s h : 

Single : £ 1 5 . 0 0 

Fami ly : £ 2 5 . 0 0 

S t u d e n t : £ 5.00 

S q u a s h a n d H a n d b a l l : 

Single : £ 2 0 . 0 0 

Fami ly : £ 3 0 . 0 0 

S t u d e n t : £ 6.00 J o h n D u r k a n 

The Vintage inn 
'THE FRIENDLY BAR' 

Knox Street - Ballyhaunis 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 214 
S.T.D. (0907) 30214 
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M l INI INGS 
B A L L Y H A U N I S C O M M U N I T Y 

I N F O R M A T I O N C E N T R E 
T h c Bal lyhaunis C o m m u n i t y I n f o r m a t i o n C e n t r e 

at the Parochia l Hal l is p rov id ing a grea t service for 
the genera l pub l i c . I n f o r m a t i o n is given free of 
charge a n d confident ia l ly on var ious services and 
e n t i t l e m e n t s . 

I n fo rma t ion of all k inds is avai lable on such 
subjects as T a x a t i o n , C o n s u m e r Services , H o u s i n g , 
Social Wel fa re , R e d u n a n c y . 

It has appl ica t ion a n d claim forms for a lmos t 
a n y t h i n g . 

W h e r e t hc cen t r e canno t p rov ide i n fo rma t ion 
i m m e d i a t e l y , it will find ou t for you . T h e cen t r e has 
a b a c k - u p service of expe r t s in var ious fields t o he lp 
wi th difficult que r i e s . 

T h e C o m m u n i t y In fo rma t ion C e n t r e d o e s no t 
advise peop le . I t s imply gives in fo rma t ion o n 
e n t i t l e m e n t s and services . 

T h e Bal lyhaunis c e n t r e at the Parochia l Ha l l , 
M a i n S t ree t , Bal lyhaunis is open on : -

T u e s d a T u e s d a y and F r iday : 
1 1 . 3 0 - 1 2 . 3 0 5.00 - 6.00 p . m . 

Sa tu rday : 1 1 . 3 0 - 1 2 . 3 0 
Cal l , wr i t e or t e l e p h o n e Bal lyhaunis 212 

Cha i rpe rson M a r y D o n n e l l y 
Organ i se r M a r y H o p k i n s 
P . R . O . M o n i c a L y o n s 

T H E H A P P Y E N D I N G 
T h e y closed the i r doo r s on thc faces 
Of a m a n , a n d a w o m a n wi th ch i ld , 
Yet thc m a n was grac ious a n d h u m b l e 
And thc L a d y was pa t i en t a n d mi ld . 
But they s h u t ou t thc n igh t and r e t u r n e d 
T o the i r o w n pr iva te wor ld a n d way, 
Each miss ing the chance of a l i fet ime, 
W h e n C h r i s t was begg ing his stay. 

But the s tory , we k n o w , took a t u r n , 
Fo r the m a n found a shel tered place, 
And M a r y gave b i r th to a boy-ch i ld 
And J o s e p h looked in to Chr i s t ' s face. 
And the angels c a m e , and the s h e p h e r d s , 
And thc stars sang in a new day , 
And t h e r e snug b e t w e e n a donkey and a co w 
In a m a n g e r a swadd led G o d lay. 

John O ' C o n n o r , O . S . A . 

Jack O'Connor 
MEDICINES - HEALTH F O O D S - GIFTS 
COSMETICS - JEWELLERY - WATCHES 

CAMERAS - MICROSCOPES 
EDUCATIONAL KITS 

Special Offers in 
Cameras and Films 

Specia l i s t s in: 
Astronominical Instruments, Binoculars, 

Rif lescopes , Magnifiers. 

Te l ephone: Ballyhaunis 367 /37 
S.T.D. (0907) 30367 /30037 

HORSE SHOE 
INN 

(Prop: Mick Morris) 

t t t 

• Large Lounge Bar Suitable for.... 

P A R T I E S . S O C I A L S etc. * 

Petrol Sales 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 178 
S.T.D. (0907) 30178 
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SOUNDINGS 

B I L L I A R D S / S N O O K E R C L U B 

T h e 1 9 8 3 / ' 8 4 season for thc Bal lyhaunis Bil l iards 
and Snooke r c lub has been one of the mos t successful 
seasons for the c lub since its incep t ion in Bal lyaunis 
in 1940. 

S ince thc remova l of the playing table f rom 
downs t a i r s to the ups ta i r s sect ion of the Paroch ia l 
Hall in t he mid - seven t i e s , in teres t in the c l u b began 
to w a n e s o m e w h a t a n d m e m b e r s h i p dec l ined at an 
a l a r m i n g rate . As had b e e n feared, b u t an t i c ipa t ed 
the Ba l lyhaun is B i l l i a r d s / S n o o k e r C l u b t h r o u g h 
lack of genera l in te res t was closed d o w n . 

H o w e v e r in S e p t e m b e r 1983 a g r o u p of peop le 
w h o were genuine ly in te res ted in hav ing a Bil l iard & 
S n o o k e r C l u b re -es tab l i shed in t h e t o w n was fo rmed 
but with many changes in mind. T h e group was led by 
Alex Eaton, Robert Herr , Michael W e b b , T o m m y 
M o r a n , Michae l B y r n e , M i l o W a l d r o n , M i c h e á l 
W e b b a r ranged a mee t ing wi th the t h e n c u r a t e F r . 
Wi l l iams wi th a view to a c lub c o m m i t t e e o b t a i n i n g a 
subs tan t ia l b a n k loan to renova te a n d completely 
refurbish thc ra ther s h a b b y ups ta i r s c l u b r o o m . 
Fo l lowing a very favourable recep t ion a n d every 
word of e n c o u r a g e m e n t from F r . Wi l l i ams it was 
decided to raise a loan from the bank and immedia te ly 
go ahead wi th the r enova t ions of the c lub r o o m . 
Quite a lot of the work carried out was done voluntari ly 
by thc above n a m e d g r o u p with he lp f rom G e o r g e 
H a n n o n and T o n y Howlcy . 

W i t h i n six weeks the work h a d been c o m p l e t e d . 
T h e n e w look Bi l l i a rds /Snooker c lub r o o m comple t e 
wi th newly fitted ca rpe t , n e w cu r t a in s , r e 
c o n s t r u c t e d ceil ing, n e w hea t ing sys tem, m o d e r n 
and m o r e comfor tab le seat ing a n d above all a 
comple te ly re -covered Bill iard table which cost in 
excess of £ 8 0 0 . 

O n O c t o b e r 31st 1983, t hc Bal lyhaunis Billiard 
and S n o o k e r c lub r e - o p e n e d . An A . G . M . was called 
the s ame week a n d at t he mee t ing thc fol lowing 
c o m m i t t e e were e lected to look after t he affairs of t he 
c lub for t he first year: 

P r e s i d e n t K e v i n Barry 

C h a i r m a n T o m m y M o r a n 

S e c r e t a r y R o b e r t H e r r 

T r e a s u r e r Alex E a t o n 

P . R . O M i k e B y r n e 

U n d e r this c o m m i t t e e a very successful season 
followed, wi th a m e m b e r s h i p of m o r e t h a n 130 
subsc r ibe r s . T h e c lub secre tary a r r anged Snooker 
m a t c h e s w i t h S w i n f o r d , C r o s s m o l i n a a n d 
C la r emor r i s wi th Ba l lyhaun is be ing vic tor ious on all 
t h ree occas ions . 

At t he second A . G . M . of t he r e - v a u n t e d Billiards 
and Snooke r c lub held in Parochia l Hall on 
S e p t e m b e r 1st of th is year , C l u b T r e a s u r e r , Alex 
Ea ton gave a very favourable r epor t on the financial 
pos i t ion t h a n k s main ly to t he large n u m b e r of 
m e m b e r s , successful d o m e s t i c c o m p e t i t i o n s and 
d o n a t i o n s f rom o the r q u a r t e r s . T h i s enab led thc 
Bank L o a n to be grea t ly r e d u c e d , g iv ing thc c lub 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t for t he c o m i n g year . 

I t was u n a n i m o u s l y agreed tha t d u e to thei r 
marve l lous work rate a n d i m m e n s e success the 
en t i re o u t g o i n g c o m m i t t e e be r e t u r n e d for the 
following year . 

M i c h a e l B y r n e 

Fordes Ltd. 
O U R M O T T O : Qu ick Sa l e - Smal l Profit 

X X X 

With all t he latest fash ions and style in Ladies 
a n d G e n t s Outfi t t ing ALWAYS IN STOCK 

Drapery G o o d s for ALL the Family 
Best m a k e s in Boo t s and S h o e s 

C O M P A R E OUR P R I C E S 

t t t 

All leading b rands of Whiskeys, Wines, Spirits 

e tc . Always in s tock at our usual keen pr ices 

T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaun is 13 
S.T.D. (0907) 30013 
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SOUNDINGS 

JOHNSTON'S 
MACHINERY 

• • • 

Hardware, Machinery, Tractors 
Implements and Spare Parts 

• • • 

O U R A F T E R S A L E S E R V I C E IS 

T H E B E S T IN T H E W E S T ! 

T e l e p h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 19 

S .T . D . ( 0907 ) 30019 

F I N N ' S 

F O O T W E A R 
Ask for t hc New 'K ' K i d p r o o f S h o e s 

MAIN S T R E E T - B A L L Y H A U N I S 

Stockists of" K, Winstanley, Q-Shoes, 

Drifters, Holmes etc. 

ALL C H I L D R E N ' S SHOES 

E X P E R T L Y F I T T E D 

T e l e p h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 141 

S.T.D. (0907) 30141 

H I L L C L I M B I N G C L U B 

Highl igh t s of the year inc luded the W h i t - w e e k e n d 

t r ip to Wales by over 20 a d u l t s and 8 ch i ld ren . 

T h r e e m e m b e r s of t he c lub J o h n Cleary , M . 

Cleary a n d P. Free ley cycled to and c l imbed 

C o n n a c h t ' s t h r e e h ighes t peaks in 36 h o u r s , i.e. 

C r o a g h Pa t r ick , Mwce l i ea and N e p h i n . 

20 m e m b e r s w e n t to Achil l for an activities 

weekend in S e p t e m b e r . T h e s e inc luded surf ing, 

o r i en tee r ing and c l imb ing . 

At t h c t ime of wr i t ing B u d Cleary is well p r epa red 

to r u n the 1984 D u b l i n Ci ty M a r a t h o n b e c o m i n g the 

first ' M a m m y ' in Ba l lyhaun i s to d o so. 

M i k e Cleary a n d I v a n Free ley p lan to cycle to 

D u b l i n t hc day before t he M a r a t h o n . 

P lans nex t year? Pat F ree ley is looking in to the 

possibi l i t ies of a Ma l in to M i z a n cycle in th ree days . 

Mikè Cleary and S t e p h e n D u r k a n s tand to go one 

b e t t e r a n d canoe a r o u n d I r e l a n d . T h e r e is no t ime 

l imit on th is on ly to surv ive! ! ! 

After t w o very successful years in wh ich the 

h ighes t m o u n t a i n in I r e l and a n d also t hc highest 

m o u n t a i n in Wa le s was c l i m b e d , t hc h ighes t 

m o u n t a i n in Sco t land a n d / o r N o r t h e r n I re land is 

next on thc list. D o you realise tha t for just £2 you 

too can b e c o m e a m e m b e r of th is c lub wh ich already 

has 50 people in it. 

C h a i r m a n M i k e Cleary 

Vice C h a i r m a n R o b b i e H e r r 

President M a r y S m y t h 

T r e a s u r e r M . F . Cleary 

Secre tary Peg Byrne 

P . R . O J o h n D u r k a n 

E x p e d . O r g a n i s e r Joe Freeley 
C l i m b O r g a n i s e r . . . . T e r r y Co leman 

J o h n D u r k a n (P .R .O . ) 

V- V- & it-

Congratulations to.... 

Ballyhaunis Community School 
o n t h e i r r e c e n t p r o d u c t i o n o f 

" A N N I E G E T Y O U R G U N " 

Page 



SOUNDINGS 

S e c o n d f r o m Left, P a d d y P r e n d e r g a s t f o r m e r M a y o foo tba l l e r , w i th 
M r . S c a n F l a n a g a n M . E . P . a n d M r . P.J. M o r l e y T .D . a n d local 

s u p p o r t e r s 

B a l l y h a u n i s C u m a n n F i a n n a F a i l 

In m a n y respec t s , it could be said tha t 1984 was a 
very successful year for t he C u m a n n . Regula r 
mee t ings were he ld , inc lud ing the A . G . M . , d u r i n g 
the year. In add i t i on , several s u b - c o m m i t t e e 
mee t ings were he ld , and the n u m b e r of n e w 
m e m b e r s regis tered was very e n c o u r a g i n g . 

T h e first i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r for cons ide ra t ion was 
thc Pa r ty ' s A r d Fhe i s wh ich was held on S a t u r d a y 
31st M a r c h and S u n d a y , Apri l 1st, m o t i o n s for same 
were p r e p a r e d a n d s u b m i t t e d . T h c selected 
delegates a t t e n d e d the Ard F h e i s , a n d it was 
grat i fying to no te tha t some of thc C u m a n n mot ions 
were d i scussed at the Ard Fhe i s . 

T h e Na t iona l Col lec t ion was held on thc 20th 
M a y and it resu l ted in a sizeable increase o n the 
p rev ious year. 

W i t h the m o n t h of J u n e , c ame the E u r o p e a n 
Elec t ions a n d on c a m p a i g n trail once again thc 
C u m a n n ' s "e lec t ion m a c h i n e " was in t op gear for 
this event and it is fair to say tha t t he effort of the 
C u m a n n m e m b e r s toge the r wi th the s u p p o r t of 
n u m e r o u s vo te rs , in t he Bal lyhaunis area, no t of the 
F i anna Fail pe r suas ion played a major pa r t in t he r e 
elect ion of M r . Scan F lanagan . 

W h e n the e lect ion d u s t , h a d finally se t t l ed , the 
C u m a n n dec ided on a Vic tory Social , w h i c h was 
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held on the 3 rd A u g u s t , w i th D e p u t y P.J . Mor ley 
p r e s e n t a n d M r . Sean F l a n a g a n , M . E . P . as guest 
speaker . T h e a t t e n d a n c e , packed to capaci ty in the 
H o r s e Shoe I n n h a d a very enjoyable n igh t . 

I t shou ld be said t h a t m u c h of the c redi t for the 
success of t he Social was d u e t o t h e unspa i r ing 
efforts of t he ta lented C u m a n n and Ógra Secretar ies . 

If 1984, h a d its joys, it also had its so r rows caused 
by the u n t i m e l y dea th s of four former officers of the 
C u m a n n , M r . J i m m y G i l m o r e , Dr . T o m m y Joyce 
M r . Pat Regan a n d M r . P a d d y Mol loy , w h o were 
called to the i r r eward . M a y they Rest in Peace . 

O F F I C E R S : 
C u m a n n Of f icers 1984 

President M a r k W a l d r o n 
Vice Presidents . . P a d d y Ryan & J o h n L Y o n s 

C h a i r m a n Joe G r e e n e 
Vice C h a i r m a n S e a m u s Boyle 
H o n . Secretary K a t h l e e n Fox 
H o n . Asst. Sec A n n P l u n k e t t 
Joint H o n . T r e a s . . . J o h n L y o n s & J o h n Regan 
P . R . O J i m m y F l eming 
Y o u t h Of f icer H u g h R u d d e n 



Sensor is a computer i sed Perm, t imes your 
wave perfectly everytime. What's more its 
programmed by your hairdresser for your 

exact hair type and condit ion. 

Appointed Agent for Revlon Sensor Perm 

ALMA'S 
Unisex Salon 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 3 5 4 
S.T.D. ( 0 9 0 7 ) 3 0 3 5 4 

IRISES 
FLOWER SHOP 

1 1 1 

Flowers for all occasions 
Wedding Bouquets a speciality 

Agent for Interflora 

MAIN STREET - BALLYHAUNIS 
Telephone: Bal lyhaunis 15 

S.T.D. (0907) 30015 

Concannon's 
LADIES AND G E N T S F A S H I O N S 

S P E C I A L I S T S IN FOOTWEAR 
CHILDREN'S & BABY WEAR 

• • ik-

Shop around the best shop around-

at a price you CAN afford! 

MAIN STREET - BALLYHAUNIS 
Telephone: Ballyhaunis 51 

S.T.D. ( 0 9 0 7 ) 3 0 0 5 1 

McGarry's 
NEW STYLE IN LADIES C O A T S , 

D R E S S E S AND SUITS 

• • • 

Men ' s F r e n c h Su i t s , O v e r c o a t s , 
Farah S lacks , J e a n s , Pul lovers , Shi r t s , 

With Ma t ch i n g Ties 

• SPECIAL VALUE IN • 
Blankets, S h e e t s and Towels 

Special Offer: 
Men's Lea the r S h o e s £11.50 

MAIN STREET - BALLYHAUNIS 

Te lephone: Ballyhaunis 84 
S.T.D. (0907) 30084 

Pane IK 



SOUNDINGS 

Some of thc beautiful work made by the Ballyhaunis I .C.A. 
I . C . A . 

T h e I r i sh C o u n t r y w o m e n ' s Associat ion was first 
formed in Brce , Co . Wexfo rd in 1910. Based on the 
co-opera t ive m o v e m e n t as car r ied ou t by the I r ish 
Agr icu l tu ra l Organ i sa t ion Society . 

T h i s is a society which every lover of I r e l a n d , 
coun t ry dwel ler or t o w n dwel le r shou ld he lp to 
encourage . T h e a ims of the I r ish C o u n t r y w o m e n ' s 
Associat ion inc lude: P r o m o t i o n of thc love of h o m e 
and the ar ts of peace . I n s t r u c t i o n in handc ra f t s , 
h o m e mak ing , pou l t ry keep ing and g a r d e n i n g . 
T h e Bal lyhaunis b r a n c h of I .C .A . was r e - f o r m e d on 
N o v e m b e r , 1983. T h e r e were over 40 m e m b e r s 
present. O u r activities include Cxxikery demonstrat ions, 
C roche t , D e m o n s t r a t i o n s on H a n d c r a f t s , D r e s s -
M a k i n g a n d var ious c o m p e t i t i o n s . I n fact m e m b e r s 
can get t oge the r to organise any activity they wish. 

D u r i n g the W i n t e r we organised weekly classes of 
D r e s s - m a k i n g , C roche t and Craf ts . 

W e arc also in te res ted in he lp ing ou t di f ferent 
organisat ions should the need arise. W c were involved 
with the G . A . A . ce lebra t ions a n d he lped to o rgan i se 
the Senior Ci t izens Pa r ty . 

A Cake Sale was also held in aid of the Paroch ia l 
Hal l , also a Sale of W o r k and F lower A r r a n g i n g 
Competition for t he same p u r p o s e . 

Bal lyhaunis G u i l d had an Exhib i t at the Indus t r ia l 
Exh ib i t ion wh ich p roved very successful. 

W c are n o w back at o u r Weekly W i n t e r Classes 
which are he ld in ' T h e H o r s e Shoe I n n ' on 
W e d n e s d a y n igh t s . O u r classes inc lude D r e s s 
m a k i n g , C r o c h e t , Handc ra f t s and Cookery . It is our 
in ten t ion also to s tar t S w i m m i n g Classes at a later 
s tage. T h c 1 9 8 3 / ' 8 4 Officers arc as follows: 

President Del ia Coen 
Vice -Pres Angela Cr ibben 
H o n . Secretary M a r g a r e t O ' C o n n o r 
Asst. Sec M a r y R u d d e n 
H o n . T r e a s u r e r Bridget Hartley 
Press R e p K a t h l een Caulfield 

N.C.F. 
C h r i s t m a s is c o m i n g a n d the geese are get t ing fat, 

a n d its t ime to Wel l its t ime for ' A n n a g h ' again, 
seems a very shor t t ime since last year, bu t then thats 
life. 

H o w e v e r , thankful ly , N . C . F . can repor t ano ther 
successful t r a d i n g year . The Society 's Annual 
Repo r t issued last M a y showed t u rn o v e r u p in all 
d ivis ions . T h e mos t i m p o r t a n t being about an $% 
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SOUNDINGS 
increase in milk intake for 1983. T h e stores a n d mos t 
divis ions also p e r f o r m e d except ional ly well. So far in 
1984 a n o t h e r good pe r fo rmance is forecast desp i t e 
the unce r t a in ty a n d g loom s u r r o u n d i n g t h e whole 
agr icul tura l scene. T h e ma in cause of u n c e r t a i n t y 
and g loom s u r r o u n d i n g the whole agr icu l tu ra l 
scene. T h e ma in cause of unce r t a in ty be ing the 
in famous ' S u p e r - L e v y ' . I n t h e s h a r e o u t o f t h e 4 . 6 4 % 
nat ional increase N . C . F . got a 1984 increase of 
8.75% over 1983. F a r m e r s in t he area r e s p o n d e d 
magnif icent ly , b u t t he civil se rvan ts got the i r s u m s 
w r o n g a n d 13 mil l ion gal lons of milk w e n t miss ing . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y at the p resen t m o m e n t n o b o d y k n o w s 
just h o w m u c h of an increase is a l lowed t h e m . W e 
m u s t b e the only sect ion of society t h a t w o u l d take 
such b o d y b lows a n d c o n t i n u e on regard less ! 

In 1983, N . C . F . was 10 years old. T h e m a n w h o 
steered the society t h r o u g h m a n y difficult a n d t ry ing 
per iods dec ided to call it a day . Pa t M c C a r r i c k 
retired as C h a i r m a n after t en years and was succeeded 
by Will ie S a m m o n f rom Cas t lebar . Pa t c o n t i n u e s to 
serve o n the boa rd as V i c e - C h a i r m a n a n d to h i m we 
wish c o n t e n t m e n t a n d to Will ie success in his n e w 
pos i t ion . D u r i n g the year , N . C . F . d i sposed of some 
of its assets a n d acqu i r ed fu r the r ones . Las t M a r c h , 
the Society sold its mea t factory in D e e p W a t e r 
Quay , Sligo to Hala l M e a t s of Ba l lyhaunis . T h o s e 
p remises had b e e n leased over the last n u m b e r of 
years a n d have n o w b e e n re furb i shed a n d r e - o p e n e d . 

I n S e p t e m b e r the Society negot ia ted the p u r c h a s e 
of Ballina Mi lk C o . f rom Ian Clarke . T h e c o m p a n y 
had b e e n comple te ly m o d e r n i s e d of late a n d will 
c o n t i n u e to t rade as Ball ina M i l k C o . T h e same 
efficient service a n d h igh qual i ty p r o d u c t is 
g u a r a n t e e d u n d e r N . C . F . , w h o also o w n Sligo 
Dai r ies . T h e Society we lcomes you r s u p p o r t for 
b o t h labels . 

Every year b r ings its losses as well as its ga ins . 
T h i s year , N . C . F . m e m b e r s lost a t r u e f r iend w i t h 
the u n t i m e l y d e a t h of Br ian O 'Ne i l l . 

As D r a i n a g e Officer, Br ian worked cons t an t ly to 
i m p r o v e the ' lo t ' of t he fa rmer . H e will b e sadly 
missed . T o his wife a n d family we t e n d e r o u r deepes t 
s y m p a t h y . 

O n a local scale howeve r the year has b e e n 
successful again wi th b o t h the m a r t a n d s tore 
consol ida t ing the i r respect ive t r ad ing pos i t ions and 
t h r o u g h p u t a n d t u r n o v e r u p . 

I n Ju ly , G e o r g e D e e w h o was m a n a g e r of t he s tore 
since it c o m m e n c e d t r ad ing seven years ago re t i red 
to concen t r a t e on fa rming and was succeeded as 
M a n a g e r by M a r t i n Boland . Noe l G r o g a n 
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Delaney's Ltd. 
BRIDGE STREET, BALLYHAUNIS 

For your Souvenirs and Gifts 
Waterford Glass, Beleek China 

Irish Porcelain etc. 

Mail Orders A Speciality 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 99 
S.T.D. (0907) 30099/30096 

Val's Lounge 
Main Street - Ballyhaunis 

T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaun i s 68 
S.T.D. (0907) 30068 

Bar Food Specialists 
FOOD SERVED UP TO 1 0 p.m. 

SUNDAYS TO 9 p.m. 



Ballyhaunis G.A.A. Club 

B a l l y h a u n i s U n d e r - 1 6 T e a m , C o u n t y C h a m p i o n s 

Cumann Luthchleas Gael 
1884 - 1984 



A Note from the Chairman 
Rath Dé ar Cumann Lúthchleas Gael anois 

agus ins na blianta le teacht. The b i r th o f the 
Gaelic Athlet ic Association in Hayes' Hote l , in 
Thurles in 1884, gave the people of I reland a 
strengthened ident i ty, a new hope and a w i l l to 
survive in the most d i f f icul t o f times. 

By the year 1886 news of the organisation has 
spread to every corner of the land. Clubs were 
formed, matches arranged - and so the G.A.A. 
found its roots. 

The Ballyhaunis Club was among the early 
promoters of our games and it is believed that 
matches were played on an organised basis in 
1885 - just a few short months after the historic 
meeting in Thur les. 

So on behalf of Ballyhaunis G.A.A. , I am 
very pleased to get this opportuni ty of greeting 
our many supporters dur ing this Centenary 
Year. We wish to thank the Annagh Magazine 
committee for giv ing us the space to up-date the 
history o f our C lub , which was published three 
years ago. This present publ icat ion w i l l cover 
the important happenings of the last three years, 
w i th indiv idual contr ibutions which were 
unavailable for our f irst publ icat ion. We hope it 
w i l l complement the very fine Annagh 
Magazine which is treasured in every household 
in the parish. 

I would like to pay special t r ibute to the 
officers of the Club, and in particular to the 
Centenary Committee members for their hard 
work dur ing the year, as well as to thank all our 
supporters, especially the sponsors of our 
special games and activities dur ing 1984. 

I also wish to thank our guests who favoured 
us w i th the presence dur ing the year: Mayo 
G.A.A. in New York; Roger Casement G.A.A. 
in Coventry; Garryowen G.A.A. of London; 
Bohermeen G.A.A. of Meath and Oran G.A.A. 
f rom Co. Roscommon. The gallant spirit 
evident in these teams, and especially, perhaps, 
among our exiles, would give great joy to the 
founders of the G.A.A. 

So as Centenary Year draws to a close, I 
would appeal to our supporters, workers and 
players to go into the second century w i th a 
resolve to improve our organisation, a deter
minat ion to succeed and a w i l l to foster 
comradeship, which was the main aim of the 
founders of the Gaelic Athlet ic Association. 

A r agaidh, Chumann Lúthchleas Gael! 

Hugh Rudden 
(Cathaoirleach) 

F R O N T COVER:-
Si t t ing f r o m Left: John Keane, T o m m y Connol ly , T o m m y Ruane , T o n y Cribbin , Mart in 
O'Grady, Eddie McLoughl in . 
Middle Row: T o m M c D o n a g h , Ray S loyan , Vincent M c N a m a r a , B r i a n Murray , Val B y r n e 
(Capt . ) , S e a m u s Caulf ie ld , Gerry Winston , Michae l Cleary , Tony Morley . 
Standing: John D u r k a n (Se lec tor) , P a d d y Phi l l ips , Nial l Cruise , D a v e Fi tzgerald , Mart in 
M a u g h a n , Joe Joe Webb, Pau l Clarke, Noe l Phi l l ips , Joe Tighe , Gerry Lyons (Se lector) . 

Absent f rom photograph are James C o y n e and Kieran Morley . 

On the Editorial Board of this Supplement were the following: 
John Prenty, Hugh Rudden, Fr. John O'Connor, O.S.A, Mick O'Connell, Will ie 
Ryan, Ger Lyons, Aidan Kelly, Johnny Biesty and Michael Waldron. 
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B A L L Y H A U N I S G.A.A. C L U B E X E C U T I V E 
Front Row (1 to r): John Prenty, Jack Greene, Enda Murphy, T o m m y Grogan, Fr. P. Wil l iams, 
Hugh Rudden, M. O'Connell , John O'Neill , B o b Fox, Enda Murphy (Junior). 
Back Row (1 to r): Michael Murren , Johnny Cribbin, T o m McGuire , J immy Toolan, Finbarr 
Ruane, Willie Ryan, John Durkan, E a m o n Healy, P a d d y Brennan , Michael Waldron, S E a n 
Waldron. 
Missing: Aidan Kelly, Peadar Moran, Johnny Biesty, T o m McCormack, J immy Walsh, 
D e r m o t Eagney, Padraig Lee, J immy Fleming , Mike Lyons, Jim Lundon, Sean Ward, Aust in 
Grogan. 

Bal lyhaunis G . A . A . C l u b d o w n t h r o u g h o u t t he 
years has been r ega rded as one of t he p r e m i e r c lubs 
in M a y o . As the Gae l ic Ath le t i c Associa t ion 
a p p r o a c h e d its c en t ena ry the c lub was still t o t he 
forefront in games a n d was still h ighly r e s p e c t e d at 
Board level a n d h ighly feared as a footbal l ing force 
on the field. 

M e m o r a b l e 
W h e n peop le speak of t h e feats of Ba l lyhaun i s 

G . A . A . C l u b in years to c o m e , I have n o d o u b t t h a t 
the d e e d s of 1981 will be recal led t i m e a n d t ime 
again. 

1981 was one of t he m o s t event fu l years in t h e 
h is tory of t he c lub . H i g h l i g h t s of t he year were a very 
successful P u b Q u i z , t he p r o d u c t i o n of a C l u b 
M a g a z i n e , a t o u r t o t h e U n i t e d S ta tes of A m e r i c a , 
success at U n d e r - A g e level a n d the c r o w n i n g glory 
of an I n t e r m e d i a t e L e a g u e t i t le . 

T h e T o u r 
T h e r e can b e n o d o u b t t h a t t he A m e r i c a n T o u r -

was t h e major factor w h i c h b r o u g h t a b o u t a n e w 
spir i t a m o n g c lub m e m b e r s . I t was t h e d o m i n a n t 
factor in t he c lub in t he early p a r t of t h e year a n d 
p roved t h e cata lys t t o ini t ia te several p ro jec t s in t h e 
c l u b . W h e n the t o u r i n g pa r ty d e p a r t e d f rom t h e 

S q u a r e on the 10th Apr i l t h e r e was a large c r o w d of 
we l l -wishers to see t h e m off on t he i r h is tor ica l 
j ou rney . T h e vis i tors t rave l led to N e w York , Bos ton , 
H a r t f o r d a n d N e w York aga in a n d t h e r e can be n o 
d o u b t b u t t h e spir i t bu i l t u p a m o n g s t t h e p layers 
whi le in A m e r i c a was t h e major reason for t h e 
success en joyed w h e n t h e r e t u r n e d h o m e 

A m o n g the fund- ra i s ing pro jec t s in i t ia ted by t h e 
A m e r i c a n T o u r C o m m i t t e e was a P u b Q u i z r u n in 
conjunct ion with R e - H a b a n d sponsored by Connach t 
Scaffolding L t d . T h e i n a u g u r a l P u b Qu iz was w o n 
b y a G . A . A . t e a m , F r e e l e y ' s F l a she r s r e p r e s e n t i n g 
the C e n t r a l Ho te l . T h e w i n n i n g t e a m was J o h n 
P r e n t y , D e r m o t E a g n e y , A i d e n Kel ly a n d J i m 
L u n d o n w i t h E a m o n M u r r e n as s u b s t i t u t e . T h e 
M a s t e r m i n d F i n a l was w o n by Pad ra i c W a l d r o n . 

T h e Magaz ine 
T o coinc ide w i t h t h e A m e r i c a n t r i p it was dec ided 

to p r o d u c e a c lub magaz ine ' P a s t a n d P r e s e n t ' . T h i s 
was l a u n c h e d by M r . P a d d y M u l d o o n , C o u n t y 
Board C h a i r m a n at a func t ion in t h e Cen t r a l H o t e l in 
Apr i l . I t gave a de ta i led h i s to ry of t h e founda t ions of 
t he c l u b ; its pas t m e m b e r s a n d its a ch i evemen t s . 
G r e a t c red i t is d u e to M a g a z i n e ed i to r , A n t o 
O ' M a l l e y a n d to his c o m m i t t e e . 



O n the F ie ld 
I n u n d e r - a g e the c lub enjoyed no tab le success at 

East M a y o level by w i n n i n g t h e M i n o r L e a g u e and 
M i n o r C h a m p i o n s h i p t i t les. At coun ty level luck 
dese r t ed us as we lost t he M i n o r L e a g u e semi-f inal 
to Bur r i shoo le a n d t h e C o u n t y M i n o r final to 
C la r emor r i s . 

T e a m s were en t e red at Na t iona l Schoo ls , TJ-12 
a n d U - 1 4 levels, w i t h o u t success . At U - l 6 we w o n 
the Eas t M a y o ti t le b u t lost t he C o u n t y semi-f inal to 
W e s t p o r t , whi le o u r U - 2 1 t e a m were defeated by the 
even tua l C o u n t y C h a m p i o n s , A u g h a m o r e . T e a m s 
were fielded in t he Eas t M a y o J u n i o r C h a m p i o n s h i p 
and the C a n o n H e n r y C u p w i t h o u t success . 

Successes 
I n t h e I n t e r m e d i a t e C h a m p i o n s h i p , Ba l lyhaunis 

were defea ted by a m u c h s t ronger T o u r m a k e a d y 
side in t h e • first r o u n d . H o w e v e r desp i t e o u r 
c h a m p i o n s h i p defeat t he players rallied t oge the r a n d 
b r idged a four teen year g a p by w i n n i n g the 
I n t e r m e d i a t e L e a g u e at t he expense of K i l m a i n e . 

O t h e r even t s on t h e p laying fields d u r i n g 1981 
were t h e Goodfe l l owsh ip T o u r n a m e n t w o n b y 
A u g h a m o r e , a Par i sh L e a g u e w o n by Des L y o n ' s 
t e a m a n d sponso red by Aus t in G r o g a n a n d S o n s , an 
U - 1 0 t o u r n a m e n t w o n b y T o n y C r i b b i n ' s t e a m and 
sponso red by E m m e t K e a n e a n d Patsy J e n n i n g s ; an 
U - 1 2 league w o n by Val B y r n e ' s t e a m a n d s p o n s o r e d 
b y M i c k O ' C o n n e l l a n d the P a d d y Ryan V . G . 
L e a g u e w o n by J i m m y T o l a n ' s t e a m . 

T h e c l u b ce lebra ted a mos t successful year w i t h its 
A n n u a l D i n n e r in Church f i e ld H o u s e , K n o c k at 
which t h e I n t e r m e d i a t e L e a g u e w i n n i n g t e a m 
m e m b e r s were p re sen t ed wi th the i r C o u n t y m e d a l s 
b y the C o u n t y Secre ta ry , M r . Chr i s ty L o f t u s , a n d 
M i c h a e l W e b b was n a m e d Player of t he Yea r , a n d 
H u g h R u d d e n , C l u b m a n of t he Year . 

H o n o u r s 
D u r i n g t h e course of t he year t h e c lub was 

r ep re sen t ed by the following on c o u n t y t e a m s : -

J. L e o n a r d a n d J .J . M o r l e y - U n d e r 16 t e a m 
J. R e i d y a n d D . Phi l l ips - M i n o r t e a m 
Michea l W e b b - M a y o Senior a n d C o n n a c h t goal ie . 

I n t h e Eas t M a y o Board a n d C o u n t y Board the 
following acted: 

M i n o r B o a r d Aus t i n G r o g a n 
U n d e r 21 B o a r d A i d a n Kel ly 
V / C h a i r . E . M a y o B o a r d . M i c k O ' C o n n e l l 
C o u n t y Act iv i t ies Sec. . . . J o h n P r e n t y 
C o u n t y G r o u n d s C o m m . . J o h n n y Biesty 
C o . Scór C o m m . Aine W h e l a n 

C o u n t y B o a r d Delegate . . . P a d o M o r a n 
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1982 
Fol lowing the t r e m e n d o u s activity of 1981 the 

following year t h r e a t e n e d to be an an t i -c l imax but 
th is was no t to be . C l u b m e m b e r s carr ied their 
e n t h u s i a s m forward and 1982 again p roved to be a 
very successful year . 

O n the d e v e l o p m e n t side m a n y years of ha rd work 
came to fruit ion wi th the o p e n i n g of t he Squash 
C o u r t s in early A u t u m n . T h i s new facility in the 
t own has been a r e s o u n d i n g success a n d great credit 
is d u e to t h e S q u a s h M a n a g e m e n t C o m m i t t e e unde r 
the C h a i r m a n s h i p of J o h n n y Biesty. 

Act iv i t ies 
Fol lowing its success in its i naugura l year t he P u b 

Qu iz was c o n t i n u e d and was w o n by a t eam from 
Bernie Byrnes r e p r e s e n t i n g the H a n d b a l l C l u b . T h e 
M a s t e r m i n d C o m p e t i t i o n was w o n by Will ie Ryan, 
r ep re sen t ing the G . A . A . t e a m . 

O n the p laying fields again the re was some notable 
success . T h e U n d e r - 1 4 t e a m defeated S h a m r o c k s in 
the East M a y o final to annex the first ever title in this 
g r ade b u t were defeated b y a m u c h b igger and 
s t ronger Bal l inrobe s ide in t he C o u n t y final. 

At East M a y o level o u r N a t i o n a l Schoo l , U - 1 2 , 
U - l 6 and M i n o r t e a m s took apa r t in t he various 
c o m p e t i t i o n s w i t h o u t w i n n i n g any t i t les. At L'-21 
level we r eached the Eas t M a y o final b u t failed to 
play u p to expec ta t ions a n d lost at h o m e to 
Ba l l aghade r reen 2-6 to 0-6 . 

Some D isappo in tment 
Fol lowing the success of t h e I n t e r m e d i a t e t eam in 

1981 expec ta t ions were h igh for 1982. Hav ing 
qualif ied for t he Senior L e a g u e it was dec ided to 
en te r t h e Senior C h a m p i o n s h i p as well . H o w e v e r , 
after a n u m b e r of good league wins early in the 
season t h e t e a m p u t u p a very d i s appo in t i ng display 
against K i l t i m a g h in the first r o u n d of t he 
C h a m p i o n s h i p a n d were defea ted 0-10 to 0-4. T h i s 
defeat left t h e t e a m comple t e ly d i sp i r i t ed a n d by the 
e n d of t he season they h a d been re legated from the 
Sen io r L e a g u e . 

A G o o d W i n 
T h e r e was little success e i the r in t he J u n i o r 

C h a m p i o n s h i p b u t success was at h a n d in the C a n o n 
H e n r y C u p following s o m e fine d isplays in t he 
earl ier r o u n d s we qual i f ied for t h e semi-f inals versus 
Ba l l aghadereen a n d fol lowing a sp lend id second half 
d isplay qualif ied for t he final by 2-10 to 0 - 1 1 . T h e 
final versus C h a r l e s t o w n was a h o m e g a m e a n d 
Bal lyhaunis were o v e r w h e l m i n g favouri tes to win . 
H o w e v e r a you thfu l C h a r l e s t o w n side m a d e all t he 
r u n n i n g a n d were lead ing b y two po in t s en t e r i ng the 
final coup le of m i n u t e s . H o w e v e r , Bal lyhaunis m a d e 
a last d i t ch a t tack a n d scored t h e decisive goal to r u n 
ou t w i n n e r s 2-5 to 1-7. 



In the Goodfe l lowsh ip T o u r n a m e n t , Ba l lyhaunis 
qualif ied for t he final on ly to lose to Ball ina 0 -13 to 
1-8. 

T h e F o r d e C u p 
A n e w fixture o n the ca lendar was the T o m F o r d e 

M e m o r i a l T r o p h y versus B o h e r m e e n ( M e a t h ) . T h i s 
compe t i t i on is sponso red by J o h n F o r d e and 
c o m m e m o r a t e s his late father w h o won c h a m p i o n s h i p 
medals wi th b o t h c lubs . I t is a two- legged affair a n d 
in the first leg in B o h e r m e e n , Bal lyhaunis w o n 1-10 
to 1 - 6 , whi le t he second leg at h o m e they ran o u t easy 
winner s . 

Othe r Even ts 
O n t h e local f ront , J o h n n y C r i b b i n ' s t eam w o n che 

P a r i s h L e a g u e ; P h i l l i p M c G o l d r i c k ' s t e a m 
defeated Joe T i g h e ' s t e a m 5-5 to 5-3 in t he final of 
the M i c k O ' C o n n e l l T r o p h y , while Pe te r W a l s h e ' s 
t eam w o n the U - 1 0 L e a g u e . 

O n t h e Social Scene the c lub o rgan i sed a very 
enjoyable funct ion to ce lebra te t he 50th Ann ive r sa ry 

of t he visit of t he first M a y o t e a m to Amer ica . At a 
funct ion in the Cen t r a l H o t e l , t he 9 surv iv ing 
m e m b e r s of t he t r ip were m a d e a p re sen ta t ion by the 
c lub . T h e r e were : - Jack K e n n y a n d M i c k M o r a n 
( W e s t p o r t ) , D ick H e a r n s ( D u b l i n ) , J i m F o r d e 
(Bal lyhaunis ) , P a d d y Q u i n n a n d J o h n E g a n 
(Cas t lebar ) , P a d d y Moc la i r (Ball ina) , S e a m u s 
O ' M a l l e y ( C l a r e m o r r i s ) a n d J i m m y C u r r a n 
( I r i s h t o w n ) . 

Br igh t F u t u r e 
T o conc lude the year a very enjoyable A n n u a l 

D i n n e r was he ld in Church f i e ld H o u s e , K n o c k at 
which the Canon H e n r y C u p t rophies were presented 
a n d J i m m y R o n a n a n d G e r r y L y o n s were n a m e d 
Player a n d C l u b m a n of t he Year respect ively. 

I n rev iewing the feats of 1981 a n d 1982 one can 
look forward wi th conf idence in t he knowledge tha t 
the future of t he c lub is b r i gh t and tha t t he seeds for 
fur ther success have been sown . 

J . P ren t y 

The Roll of Honour 

C o u n t y Champ ionsh ips : 
Senior : 1918, 1958 
I n t e r m e d i a t e : 1967 
Jun io r : 1957 
M a s t e r s : 1978 
M i n o r : 1952 
U n d e r - 1 6 : 1984 

O t h e r C o u n t y W i n s 
I n t e r m e d i a t e C o u n t y L e a g u e : 1981 
Óg S p ó r t Gae l : 1983 

East M a y o Champ ionsh ips 
Juven i l e : 1951 
U n d e r - 1 6 : 1971 , 1979, 1981 , 1984 
M i n o r : 1950, 1952, 1954, 1955, 1957, 
1958, 1961 , 1962, 1963, 1964, 1981 
U n d e r 2 1 : 1974 
Jun io r : 1956, 1957, 1962, 1964 
Ó g S p ó r t Gae l : 1983 

East M a y o League 
U n d e r - 1 6 : 1979 
F r . Fee ley C u p : 1957 
C a n o n H e n r y C u p : 1964, 1965, 1979 1982 
Goodfe l lowsh ip : 1969, 1970 
M i n o r L e a g u e : 1981 , 1983 

Scór 
All I r e l a n d Ballad: 1972 
C o n n a u g h t Rec i ta t ion : 1972, 1976 
C o u n t y Q u e s t i o n T i m e : 1973 

C o u n t y Ballad: 1982 
C o u n t y I n s t r u m e n t a l G r o u p : 1982 
C o u n t y Set G r o u p : 1982 

A l l I re land Meda l Ho lde rs 
J u n i o r : 
Cha r l i e Ph i l l ips , J o h n Hea ly , J o h n n y Biesty a n d 
M a i Na l ly . 

U n d e r - 2 1 : 
J. J . C r i b b i n , T o m F i t zge ra ld , T e d W e b b R . I . P . , 
M i c h e a l W e b b a n d T o m m y G r o g a n 

M i n o r : 
F r a n k F a h e y a n d T o m F i t zge ra ld 

Vocat iona l Schools : 
H u g h i e C a r n e y 

C h a i r m e n 
1920's 
1930's 
1940's 

P . H a r t y 1940's 

P . W a l s h 1940's 
. . . . 1948-

. . . 1957 - 1972 

. . . 1973 - 1977 

. . . 1978 - 1980 

. . . 1981 - 1984 
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Centenary Year 
A C e n t e n a r y M e e t i n g of Ba l lyhaunis G . A . A . was 

he ld in t he Cen t r a l H o t e l on W e d n e s d a y , 18th 
J a n u a r y 1984. C h a i r m a n , H u g h R u d d e n p res ided . 
T h e M e e t i n g was convened to ou t l ined s o m e of the 
p lans for t he ce lebra t ion of t he C e n t e n a r y Year . 

I t was dec ided at t h e ou t se t tha t special Masses 
wou ld b e ce lebra ted for t he deceased m e m b e r s of the 
c lub on the 17th M a r c h and the 29th July respectively. 
T h e fo rmer was to be the official o p e n i n g of the 
C e n t e n a r y Year a n d the la t ter the ' D a y of t h e C l u b ' . 
T h o s e p resen t were r e m i n d e d of t he i m p o r t a n c e of 
t he above da tes in add i t ion to t he ' C o m e H o m e 
W e e k ' c o m m e n c i n g o n t h e 8 th A u g u s t w i t h t h e visits 
of t he N e w York M a y o t e a m , Roger C a s e m e n t s 
(Coven t ry ) and G a r r y o w e n ( L o n d o n ) to Bal lyhaunis . 
As a resul t of t h e heavy work load involved , it was 
dec ided to form a C e n t e n a r y C o m m i t t e e wi th J o h n 
P r e n t y as C h a i r m a n a n d G e r r y L y o n s as Secre ta ry . 
T h e C o m m i t t e e dec ided to mee t m o n t h l y . I n 
F e b r u a r y , t he C e n t e n a r y C o m m i t t e e dec ided to 
form a Social C o m m i t t e e and a Lad ies C o m m i t t e e . 

St. Patr ick 's D a y 
O n St . Pa t r i ck ' s D a y even ing m e m b e r s of t he c lub 

g a t h e r e d at t h e S q u a r e and m a r c h e d to t h e Par i sh 
C h u r c h . T h e Pa rade was led by fo rmer Bal lyhaunis 

a n d M a y o footbal lers J i m F o r d e and E d d i e Biesty, 
w h o car r ied a b a n n e r b e a r i n g b o t h c o u n t y and club 
co lours . T h e ce lebran t of the M a s s was Rev. Fr . 
Coste l lo , P . P . , assisted by F r . P a d d y Wil l iams, 
C . C , P a t r o n of Ba l lyhaun is G . A . A . C l u b . T h e 
read ings were read in I r i sh by C h a i r m a n , H u g h 
R u d d e n and J i m L u n d o n , Oifigeach na Gael ige . In 
his H o m i l y , F r . Coste l lo speaking in I r i sh and 
Eng l i sh , pra ised the w o r k of the G . A . A . down 
t h r o u g h the years a n d expressed the h o p e that the 
associat ion wou ld go f rom s t r en g t h to s t r eng th over 
t he next o n e h u n d r e d years c o n t i n u i n g to u p h o l d the 
t rad i t ions so p r o u d l y fostered over t he pas t cen tury . 

U p w a r d s of 200 people a t t e n d e d the Social 
a f te rwards in t he Cen t r a l Ho te l ; Ceann ta i r i Beal 
A tha h A m h n a i s and the Bal lyhaunis Ballad G r o u p 
p rov ided excel lent e n t e r t a i n m e n t . I n add i t ion , M r . 
Jackie G r e e n e was at h a n d to recite ' T h e Pr ies t ing of 
F r . J o h n ' in his o w n in imi tab le style. T h e highl ight 
of t he even ing was the p re sen ta t ion of t he special 
C e n t e n a r y Adu l t a n d Y o u t h M e m b e r s h i p C a r d and 
P r o g r a m m e of E v e n t s a n d F i x t u r e s for 1984 by M r . 
J o h n P ren t y , C h a i r m a n of the C e n t e n a r y C o m m i t t e e 
to M r . Pa t sy K e a n e of K e a n e ' s K i t c h e n s L td . , 

R a y m o n d Waldron, son of Paddy present ing the Jack Waldron Trophy, to C lubman of the 
Year, 1983 to John O'Neill . 
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sponsors of t he Booklet . 

T h e C h a i r m a n of Ba l lyhaunis G . A . A . C l u b , M r . 
H u g h R u d d e n t h e n addres sed the ga the r ing . H e 
t raced t h e found ing of t he Associa t ion and m a d e 
special re ference to t he par t p layed by M a y o m e n , 
Pat r ick Na l ly no ted Ath le t i c a n d F e n i a n f rom Balla. 
H e expres sed the wish tha t 1984 wou ld be a year tha t 
will ' r e - a w a k e n the spir i t of its found ing fa thers and 
i m b u e o u r m e m b e r s wi th a n e w ded ica t ion a n d 
c o m m i t m e n t ' . 

Easter t ime 
T h e Social C o m m i t t e e a r r anged a Social for 

Eas ter S u n d a y in t he H o r s e Shoe I n n . T h i s was 
again a grea t success at ind ica ted by the very large 
a t t e n d a n c e p resen t . Over t he Eas te r W e e k e n d the 
G . A . A . C e n t e n a r y Congres s was held in Belfast. 
Bal lyhaunis G . A . A . C l u b was r ep re sen t ed by its 
P re s iden t , M r . Mick O ' C o n n e l l . Whi l e t he r e , M r . 
O ' C o n n e l l secured c o m m i t m e n t f rom the P r e s i d e n t 
Des igna te of t he G . A . A . , D r . M i c k Lof tus t h a t he 
would a t t e n d the A n n u a l D i n n e r D a n c e of t h e C l u b 
on F r i d a y , 30 th N o v e m b e r . O n M o n d a y , 23rd Apr i l , 
the U n d e r - a g e C o m m i t t e e u n d e r t h e g u i d a n c e of 
Michae l M u r r e n a n d G e r r y L y o n s o rgan i sed a 
sponso red walk of u n d e r - a g e p layers . T h i s v e n t u r e 
was very successful as ev idenced by t h e subs tan ia l 
r evenue raised. Apri l also saw the finals of t h e P u b 
Quiz a n d M a s t e r m i n d C o m p e t i t i o n s b r o u g h t to a 
successful conc lus ion . O u r t hanks is d u e to the 
R e h a b C o m m i t t e e tha t worked effectively w i t h ou r 
c lub to ensure that the compet i t ion wen t off smoothly . 

I n M a y , a Lad ies Foo tba l l t e a m was fo rmed wi th 
G e r r y L y o n s as T e a m M a n a g e r a n d Sean C r i b b i n as 
Ass is tant . T h e Execu t ive C o m m i t t e e began to make 
p repa ra t ions for t he C l u b ' s pa r t i c ipa t ion in the 
T r a d e F a i r f rom 18-20 M a y , u n d e r t h e ausp ices of 
t he C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e . M e m b e r s w o r k e d h a r d 
to e n s u r e tha t t he s t and was r eady for t he o p e n i n g . 
M a n y of those w h o viewed t h e var ious exh ib i t s were 
h ighly impre s sed by the G . A . A . s t and . T h e r e is n o 
d o u b t t h a t the C l u b has benef i t ted e n o r m o u s l y , in 
the i n t e r i m . At t he nex t Execu t ive M e e t i n g , H u g h 
R u d d e n t h a n k e d all those w h o h a d given freely of 
the i r t i m e a n d w h o h a d t aken t u r n s t o m a n t h e s t and 
over t h e th ree days . 

S u m m e r t i m e 
O n J u n e 10th, B o h e r m e e n f rom M e a t h c a m e to 

Bal lyhaunis t o play t h e local s ide in t he T o m F o r d e 
C u p . T o m a r k the occas ion t h e Bal lyhaunis L a d i e s 
t e a m m a d e the i r d e b u t agains t the i r B o h e r m e e n 
c o u n t e r p a r t s . O u r t e a m s enjoyed a d o u b l e success . A 
social was held t h a t even ing in M u r p h y ' s A r m s to 
p r e s e n t t r oph i e s t o t h e four t e a m s . T h e E x e c u t i v e an 
C e n t e n a r y C o m m i t t e e s t h e n t u r n e d the i r a t t e n t i o n 
to t he m o s t i m p o r t a n t even t of t h e C e n t e n a r y Year 
i.e. ' T h e D a y of t h e C l u b ' . A n u m b e r of m e e t i n g s 
were h e l d t o m a k e t h e final p r epa ra t i ons . 

T h e day began w i t h 10.00 a .m. M a s s in St . 
Pa t r i ck ' s C h u r c h . T h e chief conce l eb ran t was Rev. 
F r . V incen t K e a n e w h o was o n vacat ion from 
W a s h i n g t o n D . C . H e was assis ted by F r . Wi l l i ams . 
In his H o m i l y , F r . K e a n e t r aced the h is tory of the 
associat ion a n d spoke h igh ly of t he na t iona l and 
cu l tu ra l aspec ts of t he G . A . A . 

T h e P a r a d e , in add i t i on to hav ing a G . A . A . 
e m p h a s i s , i nco rpora t ed t h e bus ines s life of t h e area. 
T h e r e were t w e n t y t h r e e o rgan i sa t ions r ep re sen ted . 
T h e Balla P ipe Band , u n d e r t h e d i rec t ion of t he 
p o p u l a r M a t t i e O ' D o w d took u p the i r pos i t ion at t en 
pas t o n e a n d led t h e p a r a d e o u t to t he local G . A . A . 
p i tch . I t was rev iewed by ( D e p u t y ) P . J . M o r l e y 
T . D . , Sena tor J i m Higg ins a n d M r . M i c k O 'Conne l l , 
P r e s iden t of Bal lyhaunis G . A . A . C l u b . A pa r ty for 
the senior c i t izens was held in t he Paroch ia l Hal l in 
the a f te rnoon. T h e success of t he v e n t u r e is d u e in n o 
small way to t h e I .C .A. u n d e r t h e d i rec t ion of M r s . 
Del ia C o e n . T h e y were ably assis ted by some 
members of the Ladies Commit tee . T h e enter ta inment 
was p r o v i d e d by T o n y Ra t t i gan w h o also acted as 
M . C . An excel lent a t t e n d a n c e t u r n e d u p to see the 
h igh l igh t of t he day i.e. a fr iendly b e t w e e n the 1967 
t e a m a n d the p re sen t sen ior s ide. At ha l f - t ime wi th 
the p r e s e n t t e a m in a c o m m a n d i n g pos i t ion , Michae l 
W e b b , t he M a y o goa lkeeper swi tched his al legiance 
a n d Commenced to d e m o n s t r a t e his grea t ta lent as an 
outf ie ld palyer . H i s d isplay c o n t r i b u t e d to the 
r e su rgence of t h e '67 t e a m in tha t second half. T h e 
t e a m received a grea t boos t t o the i r conf idence w h e n 
J o h n M o r l e y a p p e a r i n g for t h e second half, scored a 
great goal. T h e referee for th is h ighly en t e r t a in ing 
g a m e was Bob Fox . 

L a t e r t h a t even ing , a Social was held in t he 
Scou t ' s D e n . A n overf low a t t e n d a n c e wi tnessed the 
p r e sen t a t i on of C e n t e n a r y meda l s to t he '67 t e a m 
a n d p laques to t he Senior t e a m . T h e b igges t cheer of 
t he n igh t was rese rved for J o h n M o r l e y w h o p layed a 
he roe ' s p a r t for t he '67 t e a m earl ier tha t day. T h e 
M u s i c for t h e occas ion was p r o v i d e d b y C a n a d i a n 
E x p r e s s . A m o s t enjoyable n i g h t was h a d by all. T h e 
Social resu l ted in a mos t successful cu lmina t i on of 
the p r o g r a m m e of even t s o rgan i sed b y the c l u b . 

C o m e H o m e Week 
T h e Execu t ive a n d C e n t e n a r y C o m m i t t e e s t h e n 

focussed the i r a t t en t ion o n ' C o m e H o m e W e e k ' . 
T h i s c o m m e n c e d on t h e 8 t h A u g u s t wi th t h e arr ival 
of the M a y o / N e w York t eam. In a highly enter ta ining 
g a m e on the local p i t ch , visi tors defeated Bal lyhaunis 
b y a t w o po in t m a r g i n . After a mea l in t he H o t e l they 
a d j o u r n e d to Ra t t i g an ' s L o u n g e Bar for t he 
p re sen ta t ion . T h e p r o p r i e t o r , M r . Val Ra t t igan , a 
fo rmer N e w Y o r k M a y o player sponso red the 
special C e n t e n a r y meda l l i ons w h i c h h e p r e s e n t e d to 
players a n d officials. T h e C h a i r m a n , H u g h R u d d e n 
i ssued a special w e l c o m e to M r . T o n y G r e e n e w h o 
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M r . J o h n F o r d e p r e s e n t i n g t h e T o m F o r d e M e m o r i a l T r o p h y , t o J o h n n y C r i b b i n ( C a p t . ) of 
t he B a l l y h a u n i s S e n i o r t e a m w h i c h de fea t ed B o h e r m e e n , C o . M e a t h . 

p roved m o s t helpful in t he a r r ang ing of t he t r i p to 
Bal lyhaunis . M r . G r e e n e was the rec ip ien t of a 
special p l a q u e f rom t h e C h a i r m a n as a m a r k of 
apprec ia t ion for his he lp and co-opera t ion . M r s . 
A n n e M c l n e r n e y f rom T o o r e e n , a m e m b e r of the 
t ravel l ing pa r ty also received a special p l aque for the 
k indness a n d ass is tance wh ich she gave to t he 
Bal lyhaunis par ty on the i r visit to t he U . S . in 1981. 
T h e C h a i r m a n t h a n k e d Aus t in G r o g a n for the 
magnif icent t r o p h y wh ich his son, T o m m y presen ted 
to J o h n F i t zge ra ld , Secre ta ry of t he N e w York M a y o 
t eam. T h e i r C h a i r m a n , Pat G a v i n r ec ip roca ted by 
p re sen t ing a special c o m m e m o r a t i v e t r o p h y to the 
C h a i r m a n of the Bal lyhaunis c lub . 

T h e R o g e r C a s e m e n t s t e a m a n d officials a r r ived 
in Ba l lyhaunis on S a t u r d a y , 11th A u g u s t . T h e i r 
C h a i r m a n , M r . Be rna rd K e a n e , a na t ive of 
Bal lyhaunis a n d his wife M a r g a r e t had a r r ived two 
weeks prev ious ly in o rde r to be p re sen t for t he ' D a y 
of t he C l u b ' . T h e g a m e b e t w e e n C a s e m e n t s a n d 
Bal lyhaunis w h i c h was p layed o n a S u n d a y even ing 
a t t r ac ted a very large a t t e n d a n c e . T h e Bal lyhaunis 
t eam p r o v e d the vic tors in a g a m e wh ich was m u c h 
closer t h a n the scorel ine of 6-13 to 2-12 sugges ts . 
Bo th t e a m s t h e n ad jou rned to t h e H o t e l for a meal . 
T h e referee for th is g a m e was H u g h R u d d e n . 

L a t e r in t he even ing , M r . H u g h R u d d e n in his 
address ou t l i ned t h e h a n d of f r i endsh ip w h i c h 
exis ted b e t w e e n b o t h c lubs . H e saw the i r visit as t he 
h ighl igh t of ' C o m e H o m e W e e k ' a n d c o m p l i m e n t e d 
M r . K e a n e on his p r o m p t acceptance of t he invi tat ion 

to Ba l lyhaunis , even t h o u g h they had m a n y o ther 
e n g a g e m e n t s to fulfill. B e r n a r d K e a n e in his reply 
said tha t the m e m b e r s of Roger C a s e m e n t s c lub 
were always h a p p y to c o m e to Bal lyhaunis where 
they were always acco rded a sp lend id recep t ion . H e 
t h a n k e d P a d d y R y a n a n d Br ian M u n r o for dona t ing 
the beaut i ful t r o p h y a n d cen t ena ry medal l ions 
respect ively . T h e meda l l ions were p r e s e n t e d to bo th 
t e a m s by the P re s iden t of t h e Bal lyhaunis c lub , M r . 
Mick O ' C o n n e l l . M r . K e a n e rec ip roca ted by 
p re sen t ing a magnif icent silver c u p to M r . R u d d e n 
to be used hence fo r th for a special u n d e r - a g e 
c o m p e t i t i o n to be he ld u n d e r the ausp ices of the 
Bal lyhaunis G . A . A . C l u b . T h e r e t h e n followed a 
p r e sen t a t i on of cen t ena ry ties by M r . K e a n e to 
m e m b e r s of t he Ba l lyhaun is G . A . A . C l u b who had 
worked ass iduous ly for R o g e r C a s e m e n t s c lub while 
domic i l ed in C o v e n t r y . 

W h e n the p r e sen t a t i ons h a d conc luded a great 
even ings e n t e r t a i n m e n t b e g a n wi th M r . E a m o n n 
M u r r e n as M . C . M e m b e r s a n d players of t he Roger 
C a s e m e n t s c lub c o n t r i b u t e d great ly t o w a r d s mak ing 
the even ing a t r e m e n d o u s success . I t wou ld no t be 
an exaggera t ion to say t h a t it was p robab ly the mos t 
en joyable even t of m a n y in the C e n t e n a r y Year . 

F r o m L o n d o n 
T h e G a r r y o w e n t e a m f rom L o n d o n ar r ived in 

Ba l lyhaun is o n T h u r s d a y , 16th A u g u s t . As they 
a l igh ted f rom the i r b u s t hey were g ree ted by M r . 
H u g h R u d d e n . O n t h a t e v e n i n g they c o n t r i b u t e d 
grea t ly to a fine g a m e of football a n d were r a the r 
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un lucky losers in t he e n d o n a 2-10 to 2-6 score l ine . 
Bal lyhaunis m a n , M r . M a l a c h y Nal ly h a d a fine 
game in goal for t he vis i tors . A recep t ion for t he 
G a r r y o w e n pa r ty was held a f te rwards in M u r p h y ' s 
A r m s . T h e Bal lyhaunis C h a i r m a n , e x t e n d e d a w a r m 
we lcome to t h e m . M r . Myle s C r u m m y , C h a i r m a n of 
the G a r r y o w e n c lub r e n d e r e d special t hanks to M r . 
Joe Free ley of t he Cen t r a l H o t e l a n d t h e C h a m b e r of 
C o m m e r c e for d o n a t i n g a fine t r o p h y and m e d a l s 
respect ively. H e e x t e n d e d an invi ta t ion to t h e 
Bal lyhaunis c lub to visit L o n d o n at an a p p r o p r i a t e 
t ime in the near future . M r . R u d d e n t h e n p r e s e n t e d 
a special p l aque to M r . M a l a c h y Nal ly as a m o m e n t o 
of th is very special occasion. M r . Nal ly r ep ly ing , 
t e n d e r e d s incere t h a n k s to Bal lyhaunis and t r aced 
his long associat ion wi th b o t h the Bal lyhaunis a n d 
G a r r y o w e n c lubs . H e exhor t ed the Ba l lyhaun is 
players to give whole hear ted suppor t and co-operat ion 
to t he c lub officials in t he years ahead . So c o n c l u d e d 
a very successful week wh ich will forever r e m a i n a 
mi les tone in the history of t he G . A . A . in Bal lyhaunis . 

He lp to Bekan 
In S e p t e m b e r , t he Bal lyhaunis c lub m a d e a 

substanial donat ion to the Bekan C o m m u n i t y Cen t r e . 
I t was p r e s e n t e d to F r . M c E l l i n in con junc t ion wi th 
a special funct ion to a n n o u n c e the w i n n e r of t h e 
'Rose of Bekan ' contes t . I n O c t o b e r , t he c e n t e n a r y 
c o m m i t t e e c o m m e n c e d p r epa ra t i on for t h e h o l d i n g a 
special social to c o m m e m o r a t e t he c los ing of 
C e n t e n a r y Year . T h e Social , wh ich was free took 
place o n F r iday , 23rd N o v e m b e r . T h e c e n t e n a r y 
year c l o s e d - * it h a d b e g u n wi th a marve l lous n igh t s 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t before a capaci ty c r o w d . I t se rved to 
indica te the grea t appea l w h i c h the Gae l ic Ath le t i c 
Associat ion has for its peop le . 

O n t h e F i e l d 
O n the p lay ing fields t h e g rea t p e r f o r m a n c e of t he 

U - 1 6 team in annexing the C o u n t y title overshadowed 
all else. T h e even ing of A u g u s t 30 th will long be 
r e m e m b e r e d by those p r e s e n t in C l a r e m o r r i s t o see 
t h e m e m o r a b l e joust wi th Bal l in robe . Bal lyhaunis 
m a d e the early r u n n i n g a n d su rp r i s ed the i r m u c h 
v a u n t e d o p p o n e n t s to lead b y t w o po in t s at half t i m e . 
I n t h e second half, in t h e m i d s t of t r e m e n d o u s 
p r e s s u r e the Bal lyhaunis defens ive g r ip he ld firm 
a n d wi th five m i n u t e s to g o on a downf ie ld foray, 
Noe l Phi l l ips scored a fine p o i n t t o leave t w o p o i n t s 
b e t w e e n t h e s ides . T h i s was h o w it s tayed to t h e e n d ; 
t h e r e were g rea t scenes of jub i l a t ion w h e n t h e t r o p h y 
was p r e s e n t e d to Ba l lyhaun i s cap t a in , Val B y r n e . 

T h e t e a m , on the i r r e t u r n to Ba l lyhaun i s were 
feted in t he C e n t r a l Ho te l . T h e y were c o n g r a t u l a t e d 
on the i r t r e m e n d o u s v ic tory by t h e C h a i r m a n , H u g h 
R u d d e n w h o also pa id a special t r i b u t e t o t h e great 
work p u t in by the t e a m m a n a g e r s , G e r L y o n s a n d 
J o h n D u r k a n . T h e t r e m e n d o u s c o m m i t m e n t a n d 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n allied to s o m e flashes of br i l l iant 
football were the h a l l m a r k of t he t e a m ' s success . 
T h e r e is a great lesson to b e l ea rned f rom this t e a m 
by the i r Sen io r c o u n t e r p a r t s . T h e t e a m h a d to win 
seven games to b e c o m e C o u n t y k ingp ins . I n t he 
East M a y o final against Swin fo rd they a b s o r b e d 
some t r e m e n d o u s p r e s s u r e before f inishing s t rongly 
to win on a 5-5 to 2-6 score l ine . I t w o u l d b e w r o n g to 
single ou t any pa r t i cu la r i nd iv idua l because th i s was 
a t e a m effort. I cong ra tu l a t e all 26 m e m b e r s of t he 
panel on th is success . 

O t h e r G r a d e s 
O u r U - 1 4 t e a m d id e m e r g e f rom the i r g r o u p 

suffering f rom s o m e heavy defeats in t he process . 

Below we see two m e m b e r s o f the original Goodfe l lowship C u p C o m m i t t e e which organised 
this Annual Mayo Tournament that is now a vital part o f local football . F r o m left are:-
Jim Forde, Pat Nal ly and Patsy Keane (the son of founder m e m b e r , Michea l A. Keane) . 
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T h e y showed a m a r k e d lack ot d isc ipl ine w h e n 
p r e p a r i n g for these g a m e s . T h e y d id h o w e v e r , a tone 
to some ex ten t by r each ing the semi-f inal of t he 
H o m e m a k e r T o u r n a m e n t he ld u n d e r t he ausp ices of 
t he Cas t l ebar Mi t che l s c l u b . M o r e o v e r , y o u n g T o n y 
C r i b b i n w o n the free t ak ing c o m p e t i t i o n , defea t ing a 
t op class field in t h e p rocess . T h e U - l 5 t e a m lost 
the i r O g s p o r t G a e d h e a l t i t le to M o y Dav i t t s in M a y . 
O u r M i n o r s r eached the Eas t M a y o L e a g u e final 
before go ing u n d e r to A u g h a m o r e in Apr i l . I n t he 
C h a m p i o n s h i p , t he t e a m reached t h e Eas t M a y o 
semi-f inal before s u c c u m b i n g to M o y D a v i t t s . T h e 
U n d e r - 2 1 team received a walkover from Char les town 
b u t were ove rcome by Swinford in t he Eas t M a y o 
semi-f inal . 

O u r J u n i o r t e a m r eached the C a n o n H e n r y C u p 
final b u t were defeated by Swinford by a six po in t 
marg in . I n t h e J u n i o r C h a m p i o n s h i p they o v e r c a m e 
Ba l l aghade r reen a n d d r e w w i t h A u g h a m o r e . I n t h e 
play-off h o w e v e r , t h e la t ter p r o v e d v ic to r ious by a 
wide m a r g i n . 

Senior Side 
T h e Senior T e a m p re se rved the i r Div i s ion 2 

s ta tus in t he L e a g u e . T h e fact tha t we could n o t field 
the s a m e t e a m cons is ten t ly p roved d e t r i m e n t a l to 
ou r cause . H o w e v e r , good wins were a t t a ined at t he 
expense of L o u i s b u r g h , G l e n a m o v a n d A u g h a m o r e 
respect ive ly in add i t i on to t w o n o t e w o r t h y d r a w s 
wi th K i l t i m a g h a n d Bal l in robe . I n t he C e n t e n a r y 
C u p , on Good Friday, Ballyhaunis played magnificently 
to ous t a fancied Ba l laghader reen t e a m f rom the 
c o m p e t i t i o n on a 2-12 to 0-4 scorel ine. O n the 
fol lowing day, however , t he t e a m flattered to deceive 
going u n d e r to K i l t i m a g h by n ine po in t s . O n the 
15th Ju ly , t h e t e a m w e n t to Cas t l eba r t o play 
G a r r y m o r e in t he C o u n t y C h a m p i o n s h i p . W h i l e 
defeat was once again to b e ou r lot t h e c lub can take 
solace f rom t h e very fine pe r fo rmances of t he 
y o u n g e r m e m b e r s , five of w h o m were m a k i n g the i r 
Senior C h a m p i o n s h i p d e b u t . I t could be said tha t 
inexper ience p layed a major par t of o u r defeat against 
such seasoned oppos i t ion . U p to the last q u a r t e r 
h o w e v e r o u r t e a m were in wi th an excel lent c h a n c e 
of v ic tory . At t he p re sen t t ime the Senior t e a m is 
t r a in ing for t he Goodfe l lowsh ip C o m p e t i t i o n he ld 
u n d e r t h e auspices of t he C l u b . T h e final of th is 
p res t ig ious compe t i t i on will be he ld o n S u n d a y , 
D e c e m b e r 30th . A w i n here wou ld p rove a major 
boos t t o t h e t eam. 

A W o r d o f T h a n k s 
O n beha l f of t he Execu t ive I wish to t e n d e r 

s incere t h a n k s to J o h n P r e n t y a n d G e r r y L y o n s as 
C h a i r m a n a n d Secretary of t he Cen tena ry C o m m i t t e e 
a n d for t he effective m a n n e r in w h i c h t hey liased 
wi th t h e Execu t ive C o m m i t t e e d u r i n g t h e year . T o 
the Social C o m m i t t e e u n d e r t he g u i d a n c e of J o h n 
O ' N e i l l , J i m m y W a l s h a n d J o h n D u r k a n for t h e 

o rgan i s ing of t he successful socials t h r o u g h o u t the 
year . T o Breda Burke a n d to o the r m e m b e r s of the 
Lad ies C o m m i t t e e w h o w o r k e d well wi th the I .C .A. 
in o rgan i s ing the Senior Ci t i zens Pa r ty . F ina l ly , I 
express g r a t i t u d e to o u r sponsor s and o ther 
m e m b e r s w h o c o n t r i b u t e d t o w a r d s mak ing the year 
a r e s o u n d i n g success . W J H i e R y a n 

D I D Y O U K N O W ? 

1. A u g h a m o r e W a n d e r e r s defea ted A n n a g h Rovers 
2-4 to 0-1 o n J a n u a r y 19th , 1896. G a r v e y Bros, 
were p r o m i n e n t for A u g h a m o r e whi le M u l d o o n , 
t h e A n n a g h cap ta in was bes t for t h e losers . 

2. O n M a y 6 th 1894, Ba l lyhaun i s Ce l t s en t e r t a ined 
C l a r e m o r r i s , P . W . N a l l y ' s at t h e Rai lway Ho te l 
( D e l a n e y ' s Br idge S t ree t ) after t he g a m e . 

3. T h e C l u b Ballad G r o u p w o n the All I r e land 
Sen io r Scór C o m p e t i t i o n in 1972. M e m b e r s of 
t h e g r o u p w e r e T o n y F l y n n , S e a m u s F o r d e , 
V incen t Hea ly , Br ian Byrne , M y r a De laney , 
M i r i a m M u r p h y a n d M a i r e a d M u l h e r n . 

4. Jackie G r e e n w o n the C o n n a u g h t Senior Scór 

Rec i t a t ion in 1972 a n d 1976. 

5. W h e n the C l u b was r e fo rmed in t h e late ' for t ies , 
t h e J u n i o r t e a m p layed t w e n t y t w o league and 
c h a m p i o n s h i p games w i t h o u t a w in . 

6. W h e n the c lub beat Ball ina in t h e Senior 
C h a m p i o n s h i p in 1958 t h e Ball ina t e a m were ho t 
favour i tes a n d i n c l u d e d 12 i n t e r - c o u n t y p layers , 
t h r e e in t e r -p rov inc ia l s a n d t w o players w h o 
were picked to represent I re land in representat ive 
g a m e s . 

7. J .J . C r i b b i n and T o m F i t zge ra ld w o n N a t i o n a l 
L e a g u e meda l s wi th M a y o . 

8. M i c h a e l W e b b a n d J o h n M o r a n (Coolnafarna) 
p layed in goal for C o n n a u g h t in t he Rai lway 
C u p series . 

9. N o e l W a l d r o n was t r e a s u r e r of t h e c lub in 1945. 
A few en t r i e s f rom his r ecords : M e m b e r s h i p 
£ 2 - 1 7 - 6 . Ceili in t h e Paroch ia l Hal l on N e w 
Years N i g h t . D a n c i n g f r o m 10 to 4. Admiss ion : 
2 / 6 . F r . C u r l e y , C . C . will p r e s e n t meda l s t o local 
league w i n n e r s a n d t h e special a t t rac t ion was an 
e x h i b i t o n of I r i sh D a n c i n g b y the Fla te ly School 
of D a n c i n g . G a t e f rom league g a m e in T o o r a r e e 
was 1 6 / 3 . Prof i t f rom Raffle a n d Ceili was £23-
16-1 . 
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Strong in Stature 
F o r his commi tmen t to the G . A . A . bo th as a 

p layer and on the admin is t ra t ive side o v e r a 
long per iod o f years, Johnny Biesty, Bal lyhaunis 
must rank as one o f the rea l ly great G . A . A . 
f igures in M a y o . 

O n t h e field of play he was one of t h e grea tes t ever 
to d o n the Bal lyhaunis jersey a n d he was also to the 
fore in t h e green and red of M a y o . His p laying career 
was such as to win for h i m the respect and admi ra t i on 
of t e a m - m a t e s a n d o p p o n e n t s alike because of his 
skill a n d ar t is t ry . 

T h e m a n 
T h i s can be g a r n e r e d f rom ext rac ts f rom an art icle 

r e - p r i n t e d h e r e u n d e r wh ich was wr i t t en to m a r k t h e 
r e t i r emen t of J o h n n y Biesty f rom compe t i t i ve 
football in 1968 a n d the p red ic t ion m a d e t h e n tha t he 
would b e just as p r o m i n e n t a n d forceful in his role as 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r as he was o n the field of play has well 
a n d t ru ly been b o r n e out . . . . 

" J o h n n y Biesty w h o is n o w a t t ached to t h e 
t each ing staff in the C o n v e n t of M e r c y , Cas t l e rea 
has devo ted m u c h of his spare t ime since h a n g i n g u p 
his boo t s , to the p r o m o t i o n of gaelic games a n d is 
also p lay ing a major role in t he provis ion of be t t e r 
facilities no t alone in Bal lyhaunis b u t t h r o u g h o u t t he 
coun ty . I n his capaci ty as H o n o r a r y Sec re t a ry of t he 
M a y o G r o u n d s C o m m i t t e e he has b e e n m o s t helpful 
to c lubs t h r o u g h o u t t he c o u n t y w h o s o u g h t his 
advice in the i r efforts to i m p r o v e p laying facilities. 

T h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
T h e excel lent facilities at Ba l lyhaunis w h e r e a 

squash cour t a n d handba l l alley have been c o m p l e t e d 
wou ld p r o b a b l y no t have mater ia l i sed w i t h o u t 
t he ded ica t ion a n d c o m p l e t e co -ope ra t ion of J o h n n y 
Biesty w h o since t he p r o p e r t y was p u r c h a s e d in 1968 
s p e a r h e a d e d the d e v e l o p m e n t to da te and c o n t i n u e s 
to take an ab id ing in te res t in its m a i n t e n a n c e a n d 
fur ther d e v e l o p m e n t . I t can t ru thfu l ly be said t h a t 
M i c h a e l W a l d r o n a n d J o h n n y Biesty were t h e p r i m e 
move r s b e h i n d t h e prov is ion of t h e s q u a s h c o u r t a n d 
ball-al ley w h i c h was a jo int G . A . A . and H a n d b a l l 
C l u b effort. I n d e e d , J o h n n y Biesty devo tes h imse l f 
so m u c h to t h e G . A . A . g r o u n d s t h a t he has b e e n 
pr iva te ly refer red t o as ' H o n o r a r y M a n a g e r a n d 
C u s t o d i a n ' . He is , of cou r se , t oge the r w i t h Aus t i n 
G r o g a n and M i c k O ' C o n n e l l a t r u s t ee of t h e 
p roper ty . O t h e r high poin ts not men t ioned e lsewhere 
are his m e m b e r s h i p of the Eas t M a y o t e a m w i n n e r s 
of t he M a y o Sen io r football c h a m p i o n s h i p in 1967 
w h e n he was the on ly Bal lyhaunis p layer to p r o v i d e a 
link w i t h t he Eas t M a y o c h a m p i o n s h i p w i n n i n g s ide 
of 1957. He was also selected for t h e M a y o G . A . A . 

Johnny Biesty in action for Mayo 

C l u b in N e w York in 1964. Bu t to get back to J o h n n y 
Bies ty 's grea t c o n t r i b u t i o n as an a d m i n i s t r a t o r in 
G.A.A". affairs one has only got to look o n his 
i nvo lvemen t in t h e 1962- '63 pe r iod w h e n he was 
c o n t i n u i n g his s tud ies in D u b l i n . 

D u b l i n and M a y o 
D u r i n g t h a t pe r iod as well as be ing a player 

m e m b e r h e was also H o n . Secre ta ry of t he 
pres t ig ious Civil Service G . A . A . C l u b in D u b l i n a n d 
car r ied o u t his du t i es in th i s r ega rd wi th t h e same 
exper t i se as he h a d d e m o n s t r a t e d in t h e past . O n his 
r e t u r n t o Bal lyhaunis he aga in b e c a m e involved in 
the G . A . A . at C l u b , Div i s iona l a n d C o u n t y level a n d 
the shor t list be low tells of his cont inuous 
i n v o l v e m e n t in G . A . A . affairs:-

1968 - 72 M a y o Sen io r Selec tor 
1969 - 71 Asst . Sec . t o M a y o G . A . A . Board 
1969 - 73 T e a m M a n a g e r of Ba l lyhaunis Seniors 
1969 - H o n . Sec . M a y o G r o u n d s C o m m i t t e e 
1970 As Selector t o u r e d U . S . wi th M a y o 
1973 - 77 C h a i r m a n of Bal lyhaunis G . A . A . C l u b 
1977 - 81 I n cha rge of all U n d e r - A g e activities in 

Bal lyhaunis G . A . A . C l u b , d u r i n g w h i c h 
success was ach ieved at Divis ional level. 
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1951 Miy 
O n e o f the Greats 

H e r e u n d e r are s o m e exce rp t s f rom t h e ar t ic le 
a l ready re fe r red to w h i c h was p e n n e d by t h e same 
wr i t e r in 1968:-

" I t d o e s n ' t m a t t e r h o w far back over t h e years you 
can g o to p ick o u t g rea t n a m e s of t h e pas t , t o m y 
m i n d J o h n n y Biesty was one of the all-time Ballyhaunis 
' g r ea t s ' no t a lone for his fire, fe rvour a n d d a s h b u t 
for t h a t inevi table t o u c h of s u p e r b class t h a t he 
a lways b r o u g h t to bea r o n his g a m e . Bies ty h a d n o 
t ime for t he m e d i o c r e featureless football w h i c h 
spec ta to r s have to p u t u p w i t h all too of ten , he was 
a lways at pa ins t o t ry a n d raise t h e s t a n d a r d to 
classical p ropor t ions by in t roduc ing br igh t , at tract ive 
a n d in te l l igent play, a n d by in i t ia t ing a n d t ak ing pa r t 
in in t r i ca te weav ing fo rward m o v e m e n t s de s igned to 
o u t w i t even t h e m o s t closely kn i t defence . H e was a 
e x p e r t tact ical p layer a n d t h o u g h he p layed t h e g a m e 
h a r d , his s p o r t s m a n s h i p t h r o u g h o u t t h e long s p a n of 
his p l ay ing career is u n q u e s t i o n a b l e a n d tn is can 
readi ly b e e n d o r s e d by the m a n y grea t p l aye r s h e has 
p layed agains t . 

A t A l l G rades 
After p lay ing J u v e n i l e football w i t h Ba l lyhaun i s 

h e c a p t a i n e d the St . J a r l a t h ' s Col lege j un io r t e a m in 
1953- '54 a n d was o n the S t . J a r l a t h ' s sen io r s ide in 
1954, 1955 a n d 1956. H e was well t o t h e fore w h e n 
St . J a r l a t h ' s w o n t h e C o n n a u g h t Col leges S . F . t i t le 
in t h e 1 9 5 5 / ' 5 6 pe r iod . H e c a p t a i n e d t h e Col leges 
jun io r t e a m w i n n e r s of t he C o n n a u g h t Col leges t i t le 
in t h e 1 9 5 3 / ' 5 4 pe r iod . H e was a m e m b e r of t he 
C o n n a u g h t Col leges t e a m w i n n e r s of t h e I n t e r -
Prov inc ia l C h a m p i o n s h i p in 1956 de fea t ing L e i n s t e r 

I T E A M 

in t h e final. O n t h e L e i n s t e r t e a m tha t day were such 
fine p layers as L a r Fo ley ( D u b l i n ) a n d F r a n k 
O ' L e a r y w h o later ass is ted M a y o for a per iod . O n 
the w i n n i n g C o n n a u g h t t e a m were Sean C o n c a n n o n 
(Ga lway) , J o h n Ol iver M o r a n ( R o s c o m m o n ) and 
P a d d y M c M e n a m o n ( M a y o ) . 

T h o u g h J o h n n y Bies ty was o n e of M a y o ' s greatest 
m i n o r s of his era he u n f o r t u n a t e l y was no t chosen for 
t he M a y o M i n o r footbal l t e a m . H e p layed m i n o r 
football for Ba l lyhaun i s in 1953, 1954 a n d 1955 and 
few will forget t h e Ba l lyhaun is v. Cas t l eba r C o u n t y 
M i n o r football final p l ayed at C l a r e m o r r i s in 1955 
w h e n Cas t l eba r w e r e t h e vic tors by the n a r r o w e s t of 
m a r g i n s after o n e of t h e bes t M i n o r finals wi tnessed 
for years . Biesty p l ayed a g rea t g a m e t h a t day and 
h a d s o m e ra re tuss les tha t day w i t h his oppos i t e 
n u m b e r A i d e n O 'Re i l ly of Bal lyvary w h o m he has 
a lways r e g a r d e d as a fine p layer . 

W i n n i n g R e c o r d 
H e h e l p e d Ba l lyhaun i s t o w i n t h r e e Divis ional 

ti t les in 1956, 1957 a n d 1964 b u t 1957 cou ld b e said 
to b e his m o s t o u s t a n d i n g year . 

Ear ly in 1957 h e was o n t h e Eas t M a y o t e a m 
w i n n e r s over C l a r e m o r r i s in t h e C o u n t y S .F . 
L e a g u e final w h e n he w e n t o n a scor ing spree 
scor ing four goals a n d o n e p o i n t of his s ide ' s to ta l of 
4 - 3 . H e was o n t h e Ba l lyhaun i s t e a m w i n n e r s of t h e 
M a y o jun io r footbal l t i t le defea t ing G a r r y m o r e in 
t h e final a n d also ass is ted Eas t M a y o in the i r c o u n t y 
sen ior footbal l c h a m p i o n s h i p t i t le win over 
C r o s s m o l i n a . H e c r o w n e d t h a t very successful year 
w h e n h e was o n t h e M a y o jun ior football t e a m 
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capta ined by P re s iden t -E l ec t D r . Mickey Lof tu s 
that defea ted W a r w i c k s h i r e in B i r m i n g h a m in the 
Al l - I r e l and J u n i o r football final. 

I n t he following year he was on the Bal lyhaunis 
t eam w i n n e r s of t he M a y o Senior football t i t le a n d 
a d d e d to his long list of successes before w i n n i n g yet 
ano the r C o u n t y t i t le in 1967 w h e n he was o n the 
Bal lyhaunis t e a m cap ta ined by T o m m y L y o n s 
winne r s of t he M a y o I n t e r m e d i a t e football t i t le of 
tha t year. T h e next year he dec ided to call it a day . 

M a n o f Stature 
J o h n n y Biesty is n o w r ega rded as s o m e t h i n g of an 

ins t i tu t ion wi th in the c lub . H e does n o t s t and o n 
c e r e m o n y , calls a spade , a spade , a n d expec t s the 
highest s t a n d a r d s to be ma in t a ined at all t imes . 

W h e n t h e n a m e s of o the r s a t t ached to t he G . A . A . 
in M a y o and in Bal lyhaunis are long forgot ten the 
n a m e of J o h n n y Biesty will be r e m e m b e r e d for he 
has e t c h e d his n a m e clearly a n d d is t inc t ly as a 
s t anda rd bea re r of t he code mos t par t icu lar ly in his 
nat ive area of Ba l lyhaunis a n d in a genera l sense 
t h r o u g h o u t t he c o u n t y of M a y o . 

D I D Y O U K N O W ? 

10. Ba l lyhaunis t e a m t h a t bea t A u g h a m o r e in 
F e b r u a r y 1946: 

J. O ' D w y e r (R . I .P . ) 

P . C a r n e y W . Boy leA. P r e n t y R . I . P . (C) 

D . J u d g e P . M c G a r r y P . Mal lee 

M . Car ry R . I . P . P . M o r l e y 

V. Caulf ie ld R . I . P . D . M o r a n N . W a l d r o n 

J. Duffy P . C u n n i n g h a m J. G l y n n 

U n a b l e to play: P . O ' C o n n e l l , J. W a l d r o n & E . W e b b 

11. C a p t a i n s of t he C o u n t y C h a m p i o n s h i p w i n n i n g 
t e a m s : Senior 1919 - J ack W a l d r o n , M i n o r 1952 
- Val B y r n e , J u n i o r 1957 - J o h n Hea ly , Sen ior 
1958 - P .J . M o r a n , I n t e r m e d i a t e 1968 - T o m m y 
L y o n s , U n d e r / 1 5 1983 - P a d d y Ph i l l ips , 
U n d e r / 1 6 1984 - Val B y r n e . 

Club Player of the Year, 1983 
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The Christian Context 
The following is the text of a sermon preached on 

Club Day - 29th July in the Abbey by Fr. John 
O'Connor, O.S.A. It is at once a tribute to Ballyhaunis 
G.A.A. Club and briefly sets the Gaelic Athletic 
Movement in the Christian context. 

Since today is a special day in the t own a n d in 
mos t t o w n s and villages all over I r e l and , I t h o u g h t 
tha t it w o u l d be m o r e p r o p e r this m o r n i n g , if we 
d e p a r t e d a little from t h e G o s p e l of the day , and 
instead if we took a br ief look at the Chr i s t i an 
concep t of le isure - as a t r i b u t e to t hc Gae l ic 
Athle t ic Associa t ion , w h i c h this year ce lebra tes t he 
cen t ena ry of its f ounda t ion , and which today in mos t 
places ( including Ballyhaunis) is holding its C l u b Day. 

N o w , of c o u r s e , th is is no t t h e place to spell o u t for 
you the who le s tory of t he G . A . A . and the poli t ical 
a n d social inf luence it has h a d in I r i sh h i s to ry . One-
can say, howeve r , t h a t before the i n d e p e n d e n c e of 
t he s o u t h e r n r epub l i c b e c a m e a real i ty , the Gaelic-
Athle t ic Associa t ion , t oge the r wi th the Gaelic-
L e a g u e , t he co-opera t ive m o v e m e n t and the old 
S i n n Fé in ideal of A r t h u r Griff in , all p layed the i r 
par t t o form a na t iona l consc iousness - w i t h o u t 
which 1916 wou ld no t have h a p p e n e d , no r later 
un i la te ra l dec la ra t ion of I n d e p e n d e n c e . All t h a t , of 
course , is pa r t of o u r h i s tory , a n d as you k n o w 
scholars even today i n t e rp re t t he even t s di f ferent ly . 
Bu t as I sa id , th i s is no t t h e place to d iscuss t h e early 
his tor ical days of t he Associa t ion . 

F o r myself, in any case, I prefer to dwel l on the 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y i n f l u e n c e t h e G a e l i c A t h l e t i c 

Associat ion has had on I r i sh life s ince ou r sou the rn 
i n d e p e n d e n c e was achieved , an inf luence tha t is still 
amaz ing ly s t rong in every par i sh in t he coun t ry . As 
the c o u n t r y k n o w s , the Associa t ion has had its 
g rowing pa ins , wi th ques t i ons like the ban on o ther 
g a m e s a n d so on (for wh ich m e m b e r s , I th ink , 
should never feel a s h a m e d no r apologise , as every 
society has a r igh t to its o w n rules) . Bu t all tha t now, 
in any case, is part of past his tory, and the Association 
has e m e r g e d in m o d e r n t imes (at least to m y m i n d ) as 
a real p h e n o m e n o n as a free a m a t e u r associat ion - an 
associat ion that amazingly con t inues to hold the 
affection of the peop le . 

N o w , if I were speaking solely to a Gael ic Athle t ic 
congrega t ion , I could e x t e n d m y praises of the 
Associa t ion a n d from social , cu l tu ra l a n d spor t ing 
angles , spell o u t m y o w n persona l a d m i r a t i o n and 
pre fe rence for it, and for associa t ions like C o m h a l t a s 
Ceol tói r i E i r e a n n , C o n r a d h na Gae l ige , M u i n t i r na 
' f i r e , M a c r a na F e i r m e a n d so on , each of wh ich is 
c o n c e r n e d wi th an aspect of I r i sh life and genu ine 
pa t r io t i sm tha t is i m p o r t a n t . Bu t of course , in a 
mixed congrega t ion , no t eve ryone is a d i rect 
s u p p o r t e r of t he G . A . A . , because the t r u t h is we are 
a d e m o c r a c y , a n d t h e r e are also o t h e r laudable 
spo r t i ng associat ions in I r e l and tha t m a y suit a 
p e r s o n ' s t e m p e r a m e n t b e t t e r , and ca ter be t t e r for a 
p e r s o n ' s act ive le isure n e e d s . I am th ink ing of 
R u g b y a n d Soccer a n d G o l f a n d T e n n i s , no t to 
m e n t i o n s w i m m i n g , m o u n t a i n c l i m b i n g a n d var ious 
a th le t ic in te res t s . I n m y C h r i s t i a n es t ima t ion , all in 
o u r t imes are to be advoca t ed (as o n e of t he very 
bas ic m o d e r n sociological n e e d s in t h e cop ing wi th 
leisure t i m e ; a n d the filling of it r a t h e r t h a n t h e ' h o w ' 
is t he f u n d a m e n t a l n e e d ) . So , for ins tance , if a local 
soccer or r u g b y t e a m is d o i n g well , or a local golfer is 
a m a r k e d success , th is is a m a t t e r of civic p r ide for all. 

B u t t o d a y , as it h a p p e n s , o u r civic p r i d e is d i rec ted 
to t he a c h i e v e m e n t s of t he Bal lyhaunis G . A . A . C l u b 
in t h e t o w n d o w n t h e yea r s , a n d so today the who le 
t o w n is jo in ing w i t h it in ce l eb ra t i ng its exis tence a n d 
c o n t r i b u t i o n to town- l i fe . I n its long h is tory , it has 
h a d its social a n d c u l t u r a l successes in t he W i n t e r 
Scór , a n d it has h a d its m a n y v ic tor ious t eams , a n d it 
has g iven m e n a n d y o u t h at all g rades to play at 
c o u n t y level. T h i s la t ter is a lways a great source of 
local p r i d e to a C l u b , a n d to th is day Ba l lyhaun i s 
C l u b c o n t i n u e s to h a v e th i s p r i d e and a c h i e v e m e n t . 

T o d a y , t h e n , we a re p ra i s ing the Gae l ic A th le t i c 
Associa t ion in gene ra l a n d the Bal lyhaunis C l u b in 
pa r t i cu l a r , b u t s ince we a re in a rel igious g a t h e r i n g , 
we are se t t ing the i r a ch i evemen t s in t h e c o n t e x t of 



H o w e v e r , before the a d v e n t of te levis ion, people 
h a d to a m u s e themse lves wi th local d r a m a , song a n d 
dance , w i t h local g a m e s . P e r h a p s at t he p r e s e n t t ime 
the te levis ion does eat u p a g rea t pa r t of le isure t i m e 
even of active peop le . T h a t surely is a p i ty . B u t o n e 
may h o p e tha t th i s will c h a n g e wi th the pass ing of 
t i m e , a n d t h a t a m o r e posi t ive r e t u r n will be m a d e to 
locally p r o d u c e d e n t e r t a i n m e n t . 

Bu t , in any case, t h e G . A . A . is assured of its place 
in all th i s . I t is still he ld in h igh e s t eem in the hea r t s 
of t he peop le , a n d it has its large fol lowing. So may it 
go f rom s t r eng th to s t r eng th over a n o t h e r c e n t u r y , 
a n d m a y t h e Ba l lyhaun is C l u b c o n t i n u e to p r o s p e r , 
c o n t i n u e to p r o d u c e players of c o u n t y ca l ibre a n d 

c o n t i n u e to be such an effective out le t for leisure and 
local force for good in the t o w n a n d the s u r r o u n d i n g 
c o u n t r y s i d e . G o d speed its good work . A n d so of 
course today eve ryone in the t own and locality 
should make an effort to a t t e n d o n e or m o r e of the 
events tha t the C l u b has a r r anged for th is day of 
ce lebra t ion . A n d o n e will do this in o r d e r to show 
one ' s sol idari ty wi th a s ter l ing o rgan isa t ion tha t 
s p r u n g from the people of I r e l and themse lves and 
tha t n o w is a source of p r i d e to us all in t he sight of 
t he wor ld . W e have a na t ive language , we have nat ive 
s inging and m u s i c and d a n c e , a n d we have o u r nat ive 
g a m e s , a n d all have c o n t r i b u t e d to t h e soul of 
I r e l and . B e a n n a c h t D é ar an obair ! 

S E N I O R T E A M (1916-'20 Era) 
Front Row: P. O'Malley, Brod ie Kenny. 
Middle Row: P. Kenny, A. Kenny, J. Waldron, M. Hal l iday (Dunmore) , J. Rei l ly (Cloonbrook), 
J. Hunt (Barneycarro l l ) . 
Back Row: G. De laney , J. F i tzgera ld (Bal l inLough) , P. Waldron, M. Finlan (Cast lerea) , 
B . Mul l igan (P.O.) J. Gavin, P. Lynskey. 

1932 MINOR T E A M 
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The Terrible War Years 
T h e years tha t are mos t vivid to m e in Ba l lyhaun is 

were years of scarci ty , r a t ion ing a n d a flight for 
ex is tence for those w h o r e m a i n e d b e h i n d to m a n t h e 
badly pa id jobs , a n d long h o u r s , wh ich were fea tures 
of all t r ades in those days . T h u r s d a y was the hal f -day 
and often my fr iends a n d mysel f wou ld go d o w n to 
the s ta t ion to say g o o d b y e to the m a n y fine m e n and 
w o m e n w h o were leaving the i r families a n d h o m e s to 
go to E n g l a n d . 

T h e R e a l i t i e s 
Agains t the above b a c k g r o u n d , it was h a r d for t h e 

G . A . A . , like all o the r associa t ions , to make p rog re s s . 
Neve r the l e s s , t he G . A . A . a lways s e e m e d able to 
a t t rac t m o s t y o u n g m e n to the game . C l u b f u n d -
raising was h a r d , as you could only r u n ce i l idhe . 
' Ba l l room of R o m a n c e ' d a n c i n g was no t a l lowed as a 
m e t h o d , even t h o u g h it was the m o s t p o p u l a r way at 
the t i m e . Pe t ro l was r a t ioned a n d there fore c u r b e d 
t ravel l ing for m a t c h e s a n d c lub m e e t i n g s . E v e n tyres 
of bicycles (if you possessed one) were like gold d u s t , 
and even footballs were h a r d got . I r e m e m b e r be ing 
in a seven-a - s ide t e a m tak ing pa r t in a t o u r n a m e n t in 
Br ickens , w h e r e the pr ize was a footbal l , w h i c h was 
won by Bal lyhaunis bea t ing K n o c k led by J i m m y 
Car ty in t he final. 

M e n t o t h e R e a d y 
Bal lyhaunis like o t h e r c lubs d id the bes t it could 

d u r i n g those years , a n d n a m e s like M i c h a e l T a r m e y , 
Aus t in P r e n t y , V inn ie Caulf ie ld , P a d d y W a l s h , 
D o m M o r a n , D a n M o r a n , T o m D o l a n , P a d d y 
C a r n e y , M i c k O ' C o n n e l l , Cyr i l C o y n e , Pa t sy E . 
W e b b , P . H a n n o n , P a u l M e a t h , J o h n O ' B r i e n , 
Bert ie C u r l e y , N o e l W a l d r o n , Joe Grea l ly , M a r k i e 
W a l d r o n , J i m m y D w y e r were a lways t h e r e to e n s u r e 
tha t necessary work w o u l d be d o n e , as well as take 
pa r t in t h e g a m e s . 

T h e r eco rds will show t h a t n o t h i n g spec tacu la r 
was w o n , b u t aga ins t t h e b a c k g r o u n d m e n t i o n e d 
earl ier , Ba l lyhaun i s c lub was as good as mos t . I t was 
just t h a t we h a d n o T o m F o r d e , G e o r g e D e l a n e y , 
J i m F o r d e or M a r t i n H a n n o n , or Sean F l a n a g a n 
necessary to make t h e b r e a k - t h r o u g h . M i c k 
O ' C o n n e l l a n d J i m m y O ' D w y e r a n d M i c h a e l 
T a r m e y were t i redless worke r s to foster t h e g a m e . 

A Case o f Goalposts 
At t h a t t i m e , t rees w e r e no t a l lowed to b e felled 

w i t h o u t a l icence, a n d a pa i r of goa lpos ts w e r e very 
badly n e e d e d in T o o r a r e e for a S u n d a y g a m e . A 
b a n d of s t r a p p i n g m e n a r m e d w i t h h a t c h e t s a n d 
c rosscu t s took to t h e C la re road , to w h e r e su i t ab le 
t rees w e r e to b e h a d - o n t h e W e d n e s d a y n igh t before 

b y Wi l l ie Copp inger 

t he m a t c h . After t h e felling, t h e t rees were taken to 
Hazelhi l l a n d h i d d e n ; t h e y were s t r i pped o n 
T h u r s d a y and p a i n t e d , a n d w e r e in pos i t ion for t he 
S u n d a y m a t c h . A n d thankfu l ly n o ques t i ons were 
asked. T h e inc iden t shows t h e ded ica t ion of t h e m e n 
of those years . 

A De l igh t fu l T o w n 
A d m i s s i o n charges those years were 6d. old p e n c e 

a n d a shi l l ing to m o s t m a t c h e s - far away f rom t h e 
charges of t h e G . A . A . t oday . S t r ee t L e a g u e s were 
grea t ' c rack ' a m o n g s t t he pane l of p layers avai lable , 
a n d finals of those c rea ted m o r e local e n t h u s i a s m 
t h a n lots of c o u n t y finals. T h e Gae l ic L e a g u e was 
very act ive in t hose years in Ba l lyhaun is a n d 
p r o d u c e d some wonde r fu l dance r s (bo th m e n a n d 
w o m e n ) . M a s s in t he F r i a r y was a de l igh t a n d t h e 
m e n ' s cho i r t he re was w o n d e r f u l t o hear . All r o u n d , 
Ba l lyhaunis was a de l ight fu l , f r iendly t o w n t o wh ich 
to live in those years a n d t h e G . A . A . was one of t he 
ma in ou t le t s of act ivi ty for t he y o u t h of t he t ime . 

T h e Paroch ia l Hal l w i t h its bi l l iard a n d snooker 
table was a h a v e n of rest o n m a n y a cold w in t e r ' s 
n igh t , w i th P a d d y W a l s h t h e S teve Davis of t h e day. 
If you t h o u g h t you were a g o o d d r a u g h t p layer (and 
the re were m a n y ) , all you h a d to d o was to tes t you r 
skill agains t D o m M o r a n ( K n o x S t . ) . After a session 
you w o u l d pack u p . I r e m e m b e r too t h a t Joe C a r r 
was a regula r caller to Ba l lyhaun i s as a t ra inee 
sa lesman in those days , a n d h e spen t every available 
m i n u t e he h a d in t he local golf cour se . 

T h o s e are b u t a few of t h e m e m o r i e s of those war 
years , a n d i ndeed of t he g o o d fr iendly peop le t h a t I 
m e t in Ba l lyhaun i s . 

Willie Coppinger was a Ballyhaunis player and 
later an officer in the Club - Editor 

D I D Y O U K N O W ? 
14. T h e following is t h e t e a m wh ich p layed K n o c k 

on J u n e 17th, 1944: 

M . J . B y r n e R . I . P . 

M . O ' C o n n e l l T . Grea l l y A. P r e n t y R . I . P . 

C . C o y n e P . D o l a n B. D u g g a n 

T . Gal laghan D . M o r a n 

J. O ' B r i e n W . C o p p i n g e r P . H a n n o n 

V. Caulf ie ld R . I . P . A. C o t t e r P . H e n r y 
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Intermediate Team 

I N T E R M E D I A T E L E A G U E W I N N E R S 1981 
S e a t e d (left to r i g h t ) : E. M u r r e n , T . M c G u i r e , J. D u r k a n . 
M i d d l e R o w (left t o r i g h t ) : Des L y o n s , T o m m y G r o g a n , Bi l ly P h i l l i p s , P a t F ree ley , T o m m y 
P r e n t y , J o h n P r e n t y , S e a n C r i b b i n , T o m m y Cau l f i e ld , Bil ly Lyons . 
B a c k R o w (1 to r ) : S e a n M o o r e , T o n y M o r l e y , I v a n F ree l ey , D e n i s Swift , Micea l W e b b , T e d d y 
W e b b , J i m m y R o n a n , J o h n n y C r i b b i n , G e r Lyons . 

I N T E R M E D I A T E T E A M - B r idge 14 Y e a r G a p 
Since 1977, Ba l lyhaun is has been t ak ing pa r t in 

t h e I n t e r m e d i a t e L e a g u e w i t h o u t success . T h e 
nea res t they h a d b e e n to a win was in 1 9 7 9 / ' 8 0 w h e n 
we failed by one po in t t o qualify for t h e semi-f inal 
s tages . 

1981 League 
T h e 1981 c a m p a i g n was to be of 18 g a m e s a n d was 

r u n on a d o u b l e r o u n d sys t em, h o m e and away. T h e 
t op t w o t e a m s qualif ied for t he league semi-f inal 
t o g e t h e r wi th t h e t o p t w o t e a m s f rom t h e o t h e r 
sec t ion . 

T h e league began on the 8 th M a r c h wi th a good 
win over t he N e a l e at C o n g . T h e score was 3-11 to 1-
6. T h i s was followed by t w o defeats agains t 
K i l m a i n e at h o m e 1-11 to 2 -2 , a n d ve r sus S h r u l e 
away , 1 -11 to 1 - 6 . R o u n d 4 b r o u g h t us 2 p o i n t s w h e n 
G l e n c o r r i b failed to t ravel to Ba l lyhaun i s . R o u n d s 5, 
6, a n d 7 v. Swin fo rd , T o u r m a k e a d y a n d M a y o Gae l s 
h a d t o be p o s t p o n e d un t i l after t h e A m e r i c a n t r i p . 

Af te r the States 
O n t h e r e t u r n f rom t h e U n i t e d Sta tes t h e r e was 

g rea te r spir i t a n d e n t h u s i a s m a n d de sp i t e t h e 
r e t i r e m e n t of P a d r a i c P r e n d e r g a s t a n d t h e n o n 
r e t u r n of T o m m y M o r a n a n d B r e n d a n M o r r i s s e y , 
resu l t s b e g a n to i m p r o v e . T h e first g a m e was away to 
C a r r a m o r e a n d t h e n e w c o m r a d e s h i p a n d 

c o m b i n a t i o n led to a 4 -8 to 0-7 vic tory. Over 
conf idence showed v. S h a m r o c k s and we were lucky 
to win 1-8 to 1-7 at h o m e . 

T h e second r o u n d of t h e league began on the 24th 
M a y and our superiori ty over the Neale was confirmed 
wi th a h o m e win by 1-11 to 0-6. R o u n d 2 v. K i l m a i n e 
was p layed in K i l m a i n e a n d in a d o w n p o u r we 
defea ted the h o m e s ide , 1-4 to 0 -2 , b u t in S h r u l e we 
were defea ted away 1-6 to 0 -7 . T h e r e followed wins 
over G l e n c o r r i b away a n d Swinford at h o m e before 
we were defea ted 1-8 to 0-5 by T o u r m a k e a d y away. 

W e r e t u r n e d to t he w i n n i n g trai l w i th a big win 
over M a y o Gae l s at h o m e 4 -6 to 1-4. I n t he 
c o n c l u d i n g r o u n d s of t h e league we were given walk
over s by C a r r a m o r e a n d S h a m r o c k s . 

Progress 
At this s tage of t h e league the t w o semi-f inal 

places res ted b e t w e e n K i l m a i n e , T o u r m a k e a d y , 
Swin fo rd a n d Ba l lyhaun i s a n d we n e e d e d to win t w o 
o u t of t h r e e g a m e s t h a t h a d b e e n p o s t p o n e d d u e to 
t h e A m e r i c a n T r i p . F o l l o w i n g a con t rovers ia l game 
away to Swin fo rd we e m e r g e d v ic tor ious 4 -8 to 2 -8 ; 
T o u r m a k e a d y w e r e defea ted 1-7 to 0 -8 , leaving the 
semi-f inal p lace s e c u r e , whi le t h e defeat of M a y o 
Gae l s 4 -8 to 0-7 m e a n t t h a t Ba l lyhaun i s h a d w o n 
the i r sec t ion of t he l eague . T h e second place was 
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taken by K i l m a i n e , as Swinford a n d T o u r m a k e a d y 
fell away in the final s tages . 

In w i n n i n g the sect ion, Ba l lyhaunis p layed 18 
won 15 a n d lost 3 g a m e s . I n the o the r sect ion, t he 
winners were Be lmul le t wi th K i l m e e n a in second 
place leaving the semi-f inal pa i r ings K i l m a i n e v. 
Belmul le t ; Bal lyhaunis v. K i l m e e n a 

S e m i - F i n a l s 
T h e t e a m wen t in to in tens ive t ra in ing for t he 

semi-f inals . In the first semi-f inal K i l m a i n e 
defeated Belmul le t 1-5 to 1-4. 

T h e second semi-f inal was fixed for Bal l inrobe on 
S u n d a y , N o v e m b e r 8 th wi th Sean M u r p h y as 
referee. O n a perfect day for football the first half 
was a rous ing compe t i t i ve affair. Bal lyhaunis w e n t 
into an early lead wi th 1-3 to 0-0 after 16 m i n u t e s . 
K i lmeena rallied and the ha l f - t ime score was 
Bal lyhaunis 1-4 to K i l m e e n a ' s 1-3. 

A Sean M o o r e goal after 3 m i n u t e s of the second 
half comple te ly sha t t e red K i l m e e n a and they 
managed only one poin t for the rest of t he half. 
Whi le a r a m p a n t Bal lvhaunis ran ou t easy w i n n e r s 
4-8 to 1-4. 

T o p G e a r 
It was back to ser ious t ra in ing again and selectors 

H u g h R u d d e n , P a d o M o r a n and T o n y M o r l e y 
certainly p u t thei r charges t h r o u g h the i r paces . A 
chal lenge with Ball ina, Senior L e a g u e finalists was 
a r ranged and Bal lyhaunis w o n again so eve ry th ing 
was in readiness for the I n t e r m e d i a t e L e a g u e Final 
in Bal l inrobe on S u n d a y 22nd N o v e m b e r . 

T h e final was expec ted to be a close affair as b o t h 
t eams had shared the spoils when they had previously 
me t . Ba l lyhaunis had w o n away a n d lost at h o m e . 
K i lma ine , t h e far m o r e expe r i enced side, were 
b i d d i n g for thei r second ti t le in four years , whi le the 
youthful Bal lyhaunis side had b e c o m e one of the 
most cons i s ten t t eams in the c o u n t y over t he 
S u m m e r a n d h o p e d to b r idge the gap b e t w e e n 1967 
a n d 1981 . 

T h e F i n a l 
K i l m a i n e h a d the assis tance of the w i n d a n d ra in 

in t he first half a n d Al l -S ta r Joe M c G r a t h p u t t h e m 
into the lead wi th a goal after t h ree m i n u t e s . T h i s 
however was to be his last clear c h a n c e as h e was 
af te rwards kep t well m a r k e d by Pat F ree ley . 
Bal lyhaunis were no t d o w n hea r t ed a n d h a d two 
quick po in ts by J o h n P r e n t y a n d T o m P r e n t y . D e s 
M c G r a t h a d d e d t w o fu r the r K i l m a i n e po in t s before 
Sean M o o r e scored a Bal lyhaunis po in t , a n d th i s was 
followed by a J o h n P r e n t y po in t , after K i l m a i n e 
goalkeeper had failed to ho ld a T o m m y G r o g a n shot . 
Grogan again had a pi ledriver s topped by O ' L o u g h l i n 
in the 2 4 t h m i n u t e b u t P r e n t y followed u p to score a 
goal. 

At th is stage the large Ba l lyhaun is c rowd of 
s u p p o r t e r s were chee r ing o n the i r t e a m in the h o p e 
of e n d i n g the famine for success . B u t by ha l f - t ime 
K i l m a i n e had rega ined the lead wi th po in t s by the 
M c G r a t h b r o t h e r s . T h e ha l f - t ime score was 
K i l m a i n e 1-6, Bal lyhaunis 1-5. 

T o V i c t o r y 
W i t h the aid of a s t r ong w i n d in t he second half 

Bal lyhaunis looked o d d s o n to win . H o w e v e r , 
K i l m a i n e took over comple t e ly b u t cou ld no t 
conver t the i r s u p r e m a c y in to scores a n d all they h a d 
to show for t he second half was a po in t ed free from 
D e s M c G r a t h . 

In failing light a n d de t e r i o r a t i ng cond i t ions 
Bal lyhaunis failed to score unt i l t he 18th m i n u t e , 
w h e n T o m m y P r e n t y p o i n t e d a free. W i t h b o t h sets 
of backs comple te ly on t o p , K i l m a i n e looked safe 
en t e r i ng the final five m i n u t e s . Ba l lyhaunis was 
a w a r d e d a free w h i c h T o m m y P r e n t y f loated in to the 
squa re a n d T o m m y G r o g a n rose to fist over t he 
equal i ser . Bal lyhaunis t h e n realised they could win 
and su rged forward in to a t tack , K i l m a i n e pan icked 
a n d gave away a n o t h e r free. Again it was floated in to 
the squa re w h e r e it was g r a b b e d by Sean M o o r e a n d 
shot over thc bar for the w i n n e r . 

F r o m the kick ou t referee Sean M a c Eil b lew the 
final whis t le to t he de l igh t of Ba l lyhaunis p layers , 
m e n t o r s a n d s u p p o r t e r s . 

A G a p B r i d g e d 
A m i d scenes of grea t e x c i t e m e n t , P a d d y M u l d o o n 

p r e s e n t e d the c u p to Pa t F ree ley . Bal lyhaunis 
cap ta in . 

As t h e c u p was p a r a d e d t h r o u g h the t o w n bonf i res 
b lazed and four teen years in the wi lderness were 
forgot ten in a n igh t of ce lebra t ion . T h e t e a m a n d 
subs t i t u t e s in ac t ion for t h e final were : 

Micea l W e b b , Pa t F ree ley (capt . ) , J i m m y R o n a n , 
Ivan Free ley , T o m m y Caulf ie ld , D e s L y o n s , Billy 
Phi l l ips , T o n y M o r l e y , J o h n n y C r i b b i n , T e d d i e 
W e b b , T o m m y G r o g a n , Sean M o o r e , D e n i s Swift, 
T o m m y P r e n t y , J o h n P r e n t y . 
S u b s : - Billy L y o n s , G e r L y o n s , T o m M c G u i r e , 
J o h n D u r k a n , Sean C r i b b i n , E a m o n M u r r e n , M i k e 
Phi l l ips , J a m e s Re idy , B r e n d a n M o r r i s s e y , T o m m y 
M o r a n a n d Pad ra i c P r e n d e r g a s t . 

J o h n P ren t y 
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B A L L Y H A U N I S L A D I E S F O O T B A L L T E A M 

T H E L A D I E S G A E L I C F O O T B A L L 

In t h e Cen t r a l H o t e l , Ba l lyhaun is o n t h e 8 th 
Apr i l , 1984 t h e r e was a m e e t i n g of a g r o u p of peop le 
whose i n t en t i on was s o m e w h a t akin to t hose of 
'Cusack and C a v i n ' some h u n d r e d years ear l ier . 
T h i s m e e t i n g laid t h e founda t ion of a Lad ies Gae l i c 
Foo tba l l C l u b in Ba l lyhaunis . 

Such was the in teres t and ded ica t ion tha t w i th in a 
m o n t h the ladies fielded a t eam to play K i l m o v e e . 
T h e t e a m was m o u l d e d u n d e r t hc gu idance of G e r r y 
L y o n s and Sean C r i b b i n . T h e s e perfect y o u n g ladies 
were no t long in dispel l ing the m y t h s tha t a w o m a n ' s 
place was only in ' t he k i t chen or the C o o m b e ' a n d in 
thei r first year they reached the C o u n t y semi-f inal ol 
the c h a m p i o n s h i p w h e n C o n g na r rowly d i sposed of 
t h e m w i t h a score of 2-8 to 1-2. They . a l so reached 
the semi-f inal of the M a y o League . 

T h e e lected c o m m i t t e e , c o m p r i s i n g of M a u r e e n 
T o w e y ( C h a i r p e r s o n ) , T h e r e s e C r i b b i n (Sec re t a ry ) , 
M a r y L y o n s ( T r e a s u r e r ) have been involved no t 
only wi th the o rgan isa t ion a n d c o - o r d i n a t i o n of 
games , b u t also have pa r t i c ipa ted in activit ies such as 
L á na g C l u b (at wh ich they w o n a pr ize for thc mos t 
a m u s i n g float) and the A b b e y Pa t t e rn ; they also have 
a r r anged social activit ies in t he C l u b . T h e y w o n 
thei r first g a m e against a h ighly ra ted B o h e r m e e n 
side. 

So , a Lad ies C l u b , w h i c h is bel ieved by some 
o the r c lubs to be ex t ra baggage , has p roved qu i t e 
successful in Ba l lyhaunis . I n conc lus ion I w o u l d like 
to t h a n k the fol lowing for the i r s p o n s o r s h i p : R y a n ' s 
V . G . , M u r p h y ' s A r m s , C u r l e y ' s a n d F o r d e s . T h e i r 
generos i ty is great ly app rec i a t ed . 

Therese C r i b b i n 
(Runai ) 

A C L U B C E L E B R A T I N G 

H e r e in th is fine p r o u d M a y o town 
T h e Gae l ic spark was early caugh t 
F r o m the n e w l y - k i n d l e d anc ien t flame. 
As m e n of vision woke a n d t a u g h t 
T o I r i s h m e n the i r p r i d e of n a m e , 
T h e beau ty of the i r speech f i ne -wrough t . 
T h e d a n c e a n d song long h a n d e d d o w n , 
T h e nat ive t u n e , the spor t , the g a m e . 

W h e n seeing m e n s t i r red all the land 
T h a t years had slept a n d wept its sha re . 
H e r e Bal lyhaunis p icked u p the sound 
Of the fresh d a w n - m u s i c in t he air , 
And here the C u m a n n L u t h c h l e a s found 
A h o m e in hea r t s and still lives t he r e , 
And still is served by the fe tching h a n d , 
And y o u t h sure - foo ted and m e n a b o u n d . 

So here again in this go lden year 
W h e n we sing the o d e of an ea rned glory , 
W e pra ise o u r C l u b a n d its Gae l ic way 
W i t h its o w n p r o u d c h a p t e r in the s tory; 
A n d we toast the t o w n tha t hos ts o u r stay, 
A n d the p a r e n t C u m a n n tha t may ever be 
A l iving p r e s e n c e , an inf luence he re 
Whi l e o t h e r cen tu r i e s will m a r k the i r day . 

So w h e n seeing m e n s t i r red all t h e land 
T h a t long had s lept a n d w e p t t he n igh t , 
H e r e Ba l lyhaun is h e a r d the no te 
T h a t cal led the d a w n in to free day l igh t , 
A n d here the C u m a n n L u t h c h l e a s wro te 
I ts n a m e in hea r t s tha t ga ined n ew sight , 
A n d t a u g h t a t o w n to u n d e r s t a n d 
T h a t a good seed bea r s a b u n d a n t g r o w t h . 

J o h n O ' C o n n o r , O . S . A . 
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F o o t b a l l i n B a l l y h a u n i s C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l 

1 9 7 7 / ' 7 8 
In S e p t e m b e r 1977, Ba l lyhaunis C o m m u n i t y 

School o p e n e d its door to s t u d e n t s for the first t ime . 
After t h e initial set t l ing in per iod a n d w h e n t h e dus t 
had set t led o n the juggl ing for spo r t ing recogn i t ion , 
Gael ic Foo tba l l was clearly es tabl i shed as t h e ma in 
t eam spor t . 

T h e h o n o u r s were no t long in c o m i n g a n d even 
t h o u g h the facilities were poor , as t he p i t ches h a d 
not b e e n deve loped , we bagged t w o c u p s for t he 
s ideboard in the first season. 

W e fielded t e a m s in Senior ( U - l 8 ) , J u n i o r ( U -
17), Juven i l e ( U - 1 5 ) a n d F i r s t Year C o m p e t i t i o n s 
organ ised by the C o n n a u g h t Col leges . I t fell to the 
l s t / 2 n d years to b r i n g h o m e the first t r o p h y w h e n 
they w o n the F r L e o n a r d C u p , a c o m p e t i t i o n 
organ ised by the Eas t M a y o Board . T h i s t e a m was 
cap ta ined by Pau l Ear ley. T h e F r . Cos te l lo C u p 
( M a y o Juven i le C h a m p i o n s h i p ) quickly fol lowed. 
T h i s t e a m was cap ta ined by Michae l Phi l l ips . T h e 
t r a ine rs tha t year were Sen io r and J u n i o r - J o h n 
Cleary , 1st Year - Michae l M u r r e n . P layers to 
r e m e m b e r w h o were Senior t h e n inc luded : J i m m y 
R o n a n , Billy Phi l l ips , Sean C r i b b i n a n d J o h n n y 
C u n n a n e . 

1978/'79 
T h i s p roved to b e a d i s a p p o i n t i n g season over-a l l . 

T h e only c o m p e t i t i o n we w o n was again by the 
Juven i les w h e n t hey r e t a ined the F r . Cos te l lo C u p . 
T h e side was c a p t a i n e d by P a u l Ear ley . T r a i n e r , 
Sen io r a n d J u n i o r - J o h n Clea ry , Juven i l e a n d F i r s t 
Year - M i c h a e l M u r r e n a n d Ja r l a th F a h y . P layers to 
r e m e m b e r w h o w e r e Sen io r tha t year inc luded 
J o h n n y C r i b b e n , S e a m u s D u r k a n a n d J e r e m y D e e . 

1979/'80 
T h i s is t he year t h e floodgates o p e n e d . W e w o n 

near ly eve ry th ing in s ight . T h e Sen io r s set t he pace , 
showing a clean pair of hee ls o n the i r way to w i n n i n g 
the first F l a n a g a n C u p ( M a y o Colleges) for t he 
school . W e t h e n p i p p e d St . E n d a ' s of G a l w a y by a 
po in t in a very exci t ing C o n n a u g h t F i n a l . B u t t he 
nex t m a t c h s t o p p e d ou r ga l lop . W e were b e a t e n in 
t he All I r e l and semi-f inal by the even tua l w i n n e r s , 
D e L a Sal le , Ba l ly shannon . T h e t e a m was cap ta ined 
by Sean M o o r e . 

T h e J u n i o r s came nex t and s t eamro l l ed t h r o u g h 
M a y o to win t h e Co l l e ran C u p w i t h cons ide rab le 
ease. T h e y t h e n w o n t h e C o n n a u g h t F ina l wi th a 
t r e m e n d o u s display in T u a m against St. J o s e p h ' s of 
G a l w ay . T h e y were c a p t a i n e d by P a t R y a n . 

JUVENILE FOOTBALL TEAM, MAYO CHAMPIONS 
Front Row (I to r): T. Bailey, P. Comer, P. Leonard, F. Coyne (Capt.), B. Duffy, M. Feeney, E. 
Cunanne. 
Middle Row (I to r): P. Ruane, R. Crinnegan, M. Henry, G. Morley, J. Hession, D. Greally, S. 
Kelly. 
Back Row (I to r): J. Keane, M. Hunt, T. Ruane, B. Rogers, J. Mulkeen, D. Fitzgerald. 
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M A Y O C O L L E G E S J U V E N I L E C H A M P I O N S 
Back : M . P h i l l i p s ( C a p t a i n ) , S. M o o r e , J. D u g g a n , P . J o r d a n , M . H u n t . 
Middle : P . Phi l l ips , P . F l anagan , P . Ryan , P . Webb , M. M o r r i s , C . McColg in , J. W e b b , K. Duffy. 
F ron t : V. Caulfield, D. Phi l l ips , T. Ronan , P . Ear ley , P . Lyons, T. Fann ing , C. Car ro l l , A. Morgan . 

T h e Juven i les again c a p t u r e d the F r . L e o n a r d 
C u p b u t were bea t en by Balla in t he final of t he F r . 
Costel lo C u p . T r a i n e r s were Senior - A i d a n Kel ly , 
J u n i o r - H u g h R u d d e n , F i r s t Y e a r / J u v e n i l e -
M i c h a e l M u r r e n . Players to r e m e m b e r w h o were 
Senior t h e n inc luded J a m e s Re idy , Sean M o o r e , 
M i k e Phi l l ips , T i m m y R o n a n , Ja r l a th O ' C o n n o r . 

1980V81 
T h i s p roved a n o t h e r very successful year wi th 

titles c o m i n g in near ly every g rade . F i r s t t he Seniors 
again w o n in M a y o b u t th is t ime h a d to b o w t h e knee 
to St . E n d a ' s in t he C o n n a u g h t Final in a g a m e we 
shou ld have won . T h i s t e a m was cap ta ined by Pau l 
Ear ley . 

T h e juniors again p roved mas te r s of all in M a y o 
and C o n n a u g h t w i n n i n g the C o n n a u g h t F ina l 
against t he famed St. J a r l a th ' s after a r ep l ay ; they 
were cap ta in by Dec lan Phi l l ips . 

T h e Juveni les re ta ined the F r . L e o n a r d C u p and 
rega ined the F a t h e r Coste l lo C u p a n d w e n t on to 
c a p t u r e the C o n n a u g h t F ina l , cap ta ined b y F e r g u s 
Coyne . T r a i n e r s , Sen ior - A idan Kel ly , J u n i o r -
H u g h R u d d e n , J u v e n i l e / F i r s t Year - M i c h a e l 
M u r r e n . Sen ior p layers to be r e m e m b e r e d inc luded 
Pau l Ear ley , A n d r e w M o r g a n , Dec lan Ph i l l ips , 
C ia ran Carro l l , Pad ra i c C u n n a n e . 

1981/'82 
After the thri l ls of t he p rev ious two seasons it was 

d o w n to ea r th for this year as we s u r r e n d e r e d ou r 
t h ree M a y o ti t les wi th t h e Sen iors and J u n i o r s losing 
to Balla C o m p r e h e n s i v e a n d the Juveni les losing to 
Bal l inrobe . T h e Seniors were cap ta ined by J o h n 
Cox , t he J u n i o r s by J o h n L e o n a r d and the Juveni les 
by J o h n Hess ion . O u r only consola t ion was tha t we 
reached the final in all t h r e e compe t i t i ons . T r a i n e r s , 
Sen ior - Aidan Kel ly , J u n i o r - H u g h R u d d e n , 
J u v e n i l e s / F i r s t Year - M i c h a e l M u r r e n . Senior 
P layers to r e m e m b e r inc luded J o h n M o r l e y , J o h n 
Cox a n d T . J . R o d g e r s . 

1982/'83 
T h i s p roved to be a mixed year , w i th ou r seniors 

again c o m i n g second bes t in M a y o , losing to Balla in 
the final, b u t o u r J u n i o r s r e c a p t u r e d the Col le ran 
C u p bea t ing Cas t l eba r , b u t t hey lost the C o n n a u g h t 
F ina l to H e a d f o r d . T h e capta ins tha t year were 
Sen io r - D o m i n i c k S tan ley , t ra iner : A idan Kel ly , 
J u n i o r - M i c h a e l H u n t , t ra iner : H u g h R u d d e n and 
Juven i l e - Val B y r n e , t ra iner : M i c h a e l M u r r e n and 
Pa tsy N o o n e . P layers to be r e m e m b e r e d w h o were 
Senior t h e n inc luded J o h n T o o l a n , J o h n L e o n a r d , 
D o m i n i c S t a n l e y , E a m o n n W a l d r o n , T o n y 
W a l d r o n , Al M a d d e n a n d K e v i n H e n r y . 

1983/'84 
T h i s year we are back at t he t op of t he M a y o 
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Senior Footba l l whe re we be long . Al te r a t o u g h 
season we e m e r g e d on t op again to win the F l a n a g a n 
C u p for t he th i rd t ime in 5 years . U n d e r capta in 
Brian Duffy we defeated Cas t l eba r in t h e M a y o 
Fina l . O u r next h u r d l e was against Aloys ius ' s of 
A th lone in t he C o n n a u g h t Final and a l t hough we 
had p r e p a r e d di l igent ly we were defea ted by the 
be t te r t eam on the day by 0-11 to 0 -5 . 

T h e Jun io r s reached the M a y o semi-f inals b u t 
were defea ted by Cas t l ebar , they were cap ta ined by 
S e a m u s K e n n y . 

O u r Juven i les again won the F r . Coste l lo C u p b u t 
were defeated in t he C o n n a u g h t Final by H e a d f o r d . 
T h e y were cap ta ined by Aidan Sloyan. T h i s year we 
had a very good first year t e a m and a l t hough we were 
eventual ly knocked ou t by W e s t p o r t C . B . S . , we beat 
St. M u r d e a c h ' s , St . N a t h y ' s and S u m e r h i l l on the 
way to the four th r o u n d . T h e t eam was cap ta ined by 
Kev in Kel ly. 

T h e t r a ine rs again were Senior - A i d a n Kel ly , 
J u n i o r - H u g h R u d d e n , J u v e n i l e / F i r s t Year -
Michae l M u r r e n and Patsy N o o n e . Senior p layers to 
be r e m e m b e r e d from tha t year inc luded M i c h a e l 
H u n t , G e r r y M o r l e y , E a m o n n C u n n a n e , Brian 
Duffy, Michae l F e e n e y , J o h n Hess ion a n d Michae l 
H e n r y . 

T h i s is t he school ' s G . A . A . activit ies u p to da te 
a n d wi th p layers of t he ca l ibre of Val Byrne , D a v i d 
F i t zpa t r i ck , F r a n k L e o n a r d , S e a m u s K e n n y , Ja r l a th 
H e n r y and J o h n D a v i t t to pick f rom we expect to be 
to t he forefront again th is year . 

As well as r e p r e s e n t i n g the i r school a n u m b e r of 
ou r p layers have r e p r e s e n t e d the i r coun t ies at 
different levels. 

M a y o C o u n t y M i n o r s : 
Joe R e g a n , J a m e s Re idy , Michae l H u n t , G e r r y 
M o r l e y , Dec lan Phi l l ips , T . J . R o d g e r s . 

R o s c o m m o n C o u n t y M i n o r s : 
Pau l Ear ley , D o m i n i c S tan ley , A n d r e w M o r g a n a n d 
Ja r l a th O ' C o n n o r . 

M a y o U n d e r - 1 6 : 
F r a n k L e o n a r d , J o h n H e s s i o n , Val Byrne , Dav id 
F i t zgera ld , J o h n L e o n a r d , Nial l Cru i se . 

R o s c o m m o n U n d e r - 1 6 : 
Aiden Sloyan , Michae l Ke l ly . 

G e r r y M o r l e y also assis ted C o n n a u g h t Colleges 
agains t Le ins t e r in th i s year C e n t e n a r y C u p 
C o m p e t i t i o n , whi le Pau l Ear ley has r ep re sen ted 
R o s c o m m o n at every level a n d is at p r e sen t p laying 
Austra l ia ru les football in Aust ra l ia . 

A i d a n Ke l l y 

B A L L Y H A U N I S C O M M U N I T Y S C H O O L , 
C O N N A U G H T S E N I O R F O O T B A L L C H A M P I O N S 1980 
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The County Champions 

B A L L Y H A U N I S U N D E R 16 T E A M , C O U N T Y C H A M P I O N S 

M y first associa t ion w i t h the p r e s e n t M a y o 
C o u n t y C h a m p i o n s in U - 1 6 b e g a n in A p r i l , 1982, 
w h e n Sean C r i b b i n a n d I were asked to take cha rge 
of an U - 1 4 t e a m . 

C o m m i t m e n t 
W e d e c i d e d t h a t o u r pol icy wou ld b e c o m m i t m e n t 

to t r a in ing a n d d i sc ip l ine in the pane l a n d to t h e 
m e n t o r s a n d officers. At t he b e g i n n i n g we got a 
r e sponse to t r a i n i n g , b u t at t he s a m e t i m e we h a d 
s ix teen p layers o u t t r a in ing a n d t hey m a d e u p the 
t e a m for the i r first cha l l enge m a t c h . 

At t h e nex t t r a in ing session we inc reased o u r 
n u m b e r s to 28 players a n d wi th t h a t r e s p o n s e t hey 
r eached a c o u n t y final in w h i c h Bal l in robe bea t t h e m 
8-7 to 1-3. 

A N e w Hear t 
T h i s year t h e s ame pane l c a m e t o g e t h e r aga in , 

wi th J o h n D u r k a n in p lace of Sean C r i b b i n as a 
m e n t o r . T h e a t t i t u d e a n d c o m m i t m e n t of all t h e 
pane l in re la t ion to t r a in ing a n d a t t e n d a n c e a t 
m a c h e s was ter r i f ic , a n d the a i m of t h e p a n e l was to 
m e e t Ba l l in robe in t h e C o u n t y F ina l a n d reve r se t h e 
resu l t of t w o years ago in t h e U n d e r - 1 4 final. 

I t is n o w well k n o w n t h a t t h e y heat Ba l l in robe b y 
1-5 to 1-3 a n d r e c o r d e d t h e first major u n d e r - a g e 
t i t le s ince 1952, w h e n , inc iden ta l ly , Val B y r n e sen ior 
was c a o t a i n of t h e m i n o r t e a m of t h a t year . I t was t h e 
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same skill a n d d e t e r m i n a t i o n of the Bal lyhaunis 
t e a m s of old t h a t s h o w e d on the field of play wi th the 
p r e s e n t U n d e r - 1 6 t e a m , a n d I feel tha t is a good 
o m e n for t h e fu tu re . 

A l l Con t r i bu ted 
W e h a d a pane l of 27 p layers th i s year , a n d the 

who le pane l c o n t r i b u t e d subs tan ia l ly to the final 
v ic tory . At some stage o r o t h e r of t h e c o m p e t i t i o n 
each p layed his p a r t , all a d d e d u p to ga in the final 
h o n o u r s for t he who le p a n e l . E a c h h a d a sha re in 
b r i n g i n g the C o u n t y C h a m p i o n s h i p g lory to 
Ba l lyhaun i s . 

T h e y also r ep re sen ted M a y o in a special C e n t e n a r y 
U n d e r - 1 6 c o m p e t i t i o n o rgan i sed by Salthi l l G . A . A . 
C l u b for all w i n n i n g c o u n t y t e a m s , a n d they were 
successful in r each ing t h e qua r t e r - f ina l s , w h e n they 
were b e a t e n by the K e r r y C h a m p i o n s , Aus t i n 
S tacks . 

T h a n k s 
O n beha l f of J o h n D u r k a n a n d myself, I wou ld 

like to t hank the panel of players for their c o m m i t m e n t 
a n d ded ica t ion t h r o u g h o u t t h e year , and to the i r 
p a r e n t s w h o a l lowed t h e m to pa r t i c ipa te at t r a in ing 
a n d m a t c h e s a n d to all t h e fol lowers w h o s u p p o r t e d 
the u n d e r age t e a m s t h r o u g h o u t t h e year . 

G e r r y L y o n s 



Mr. P a t s y J e n n i n g s a n d M r . E m m e t t Keane p r e s e n t i n g the U n d e r - 1 0 T r o p h y to 
M r . H u g h R u d d e n , C h a i r m a n of t he B a l l y h a u n i s G.A.A. C l u b 

UNDER 14 BALLYHAUNIS HURLING TEAM 1980-'81 
Bach Row: Frank Leonard, Enda Lyons, Ciaran Henry, Gerard Ronan, John Davitt. 
Middle Row: Ultan Morley, Seamus Mulkeen, Thomas Moran, Ruairi Delaney, Noel Coggins. 
Front Row: Gerard Greally, Michael Hession, Richard Crinnigan (Capt.), Brian Rodgers, 
Aiden Flatley, Brendan Toolan. 
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19X2 - I9XÌ Community School Team 
Front Row (I to r): P. Rogers (Tooreen), S. McGrath (Claremorris), E. McLoughlin (I.akehill), 
S. Caulfield (Ballyhaunis), Joe Tighe (Ballyhaunis), Joe Bailey (Capt., Granlahan), Kieran 
Morley (Bekan), Ivan Biesty (Holywell), Tom Ruane (Johnstown), Jonathan Cleary (Clare 
Street). 
Second Row (I to r): Eamonn Gannon (Ballinlough), K. Greally (Tooreen), M. Gallagher 
(Knock), E. Staunton (Bekan), B. McDermott (Ballinlough), j . Smith (Ballyhaunis), N. 
Delaney (Tooreen), Donal Delaney (Doctor's Road), Shay Cullinane (Knock), Martin 
O'Grady (Moate), S. McCrudden (Barrack Street). 
Back Row (I to r): T. Connolly (Moate), Patrick Murphy (Ballinlough), T. Leonard 
(Knoekbrack), Seamus Geraghty (Knoekbrack), Noel Phillips (ballyhaunis), Donal Coggins 
(Granlahan), Tony Morley (Knox Street). 
Second Back Row (I to r): Liam Crinnigan (Tooreen), S. Keane (Gorthaganny), Patrick 
Jordan (Gorthaganny), R. McDermott (Ballinlough), Brendan Joyce (Ballinlough). 

ft 
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All-Ireland Champion handballer Peadar McGee opening the Ballyhaunis 
Handball Alley with Michael Murren. 

B A L L Y H A U N I S H A N D B A L L C L U B 
B a l l y h a u n i s H a n d b a l l A l l e y o f f i c i a l l y o p e n e d last 

year is n o w r e g a r d e d as one o f t h e f ines t 40 x 20 a l leys 
in the p r o v i n c e a n d is b e i n g u t i l i sed b y t h e M a y o 
H a n d b a l l B o a r d a n d t h c C o n n a u g h t H a n d b a l l 
C o u n c i l f o r i m p o r t a n t fixtures i n c l u d i n g C o u n t y 
a n d P r o v i n c i a l c h a m p i o n s h i p s . 

T h c c e n t r a l l o c a t i o n o f B a l l y h a u n i s i n t h e 
p r o v i n c e w i l l , i t is e x p e c t e d , m a k e i t t he i dea l v e n u e 
fo r p r o v i n c i a l fixtures a n d c l u b m e m b e r s c o n f i d e n t l y 
expec t t h a t B a l l y h a u n i s w i l l a lso p r o v e t h e v e n u e f o r 
N a t i o n a l C h a m p i o n s h i p e n c o u n t e r s i n d u e cou rse . 
B a l l y h a u n i s H a n d b a l l C l u b w h i c h h e l d i ts A n n u a l 
M e e t i n g r e c e n t l y is a p r o p e r l y a f f i l i a t e d c l u b u n d e r 
the ru l es o f t h e assoc ia t i on . 

Off icers: 
T h e f o l l o w i n g o f f i ce rs have been e lec ted f o r t he 

c o m i n g yea r : -

Pat ron V e r y R e v . F r . P. C o s t e l l o P.P. 

President M i c k O ' C o n n e l l 

Vice Pres ident M a r t i n F o r d e 

H o n . T r e a s u r e r M i c h a e l B y r n e 

Asst. H o n . T r e a s u r e r J o h n J . K e l l y 

H o n . Secretary & P . R . O . . . M i c h a e l W a l d r o n 

Asst. H o n . Secre tary Joe M u r p h y 

M e m b e r s h i p fees f o r t h e c o m i n g year are as 
f o l l o w s : -

I n d i v i d u a l H a n d b a l l £ 1 5 . 0 0 

F a m i l y £ 2 5 . 0 0 

S t u d e n t s ( 2 n d a n d 3 r d L e v e l ) £ 5 . 0 0 

P r i m a r y S c h o o l P u p i l s 5 0 p 

Assoc ia te M e m b e r £ 1 0 0 

S q u a s h a n d H a n d b a l l C o m b i n e d £ 2 0 . 0 0 

F a m i l y £ 3 0 . 0 0 

S t u d e n t £ 6 . 0 0 

Coaching 
C o a c h i n g sessions f o r s c h o o l g o i n g p laye rs are at 

p resen t b e i n g o r g a n i s e d a n d w i l l c o m m e n c e s h o r t l y . 

T h e fac t t h a t the d e b t o n t h e n e w a l ley has n o w been 

r e d u c e d f r o m £ 3 2 , 0 0 0 i n i t i a l l y t o £ 1 1 , 6 0 0 is i n the 

w o r d s o f t h e H o n o r a r y Sec re ta r y i n h is a n n u a l 

r e p o r t : - " A m o n u m e n t t o the g e n e r o s i t y o f t h e loca l 

p e o p l e " . 

T h a n k s 
T h e C l u b t h a n k s a l l i ts s u p p o r t e r s f o r t h e i r 

f i n a n c i a l assistance espec ia l l y those w h o c o n t r i b u t e 

to the w e e k l y to te a n d a n n u a l c o l l e c t i o n . A spec ia l 

w o r d o f t h a n k s t o the p u b l i c a n s a n d o t h e r agents 

w h o c o n t i n u e t o c o - o p e r a t e i n t h e o p e r a t i o n o f t he 

w e e k l y to te w h i c h is t he m a i n source o f r evenue f r o m 

t h e c l u b . T h c c l u b ex tens s y m p a t h y to a l l w h o 

s u f f e r ed b e r e a v e m e n t s d u r i n g t h e year . 

F i n a l l y t he c l u b e x t e n d s best w ishes f o r t he f u t u r e 

a n d a H a p p y C h r i s t m a s t o a l l s u p p o r t e r s espec ia l l y 

those f r o m B a l l y h a u n i s n o w res i den t overseas f o r 

t h e i r u n q u a l i f i e d s u p p o r t . 

Michael W a l d r o n 
H o n . Secretary and P . R . O . 
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Mick O ' C o n n e l l U n d e r - 1 2 League W i n n e r s 

Miek O ' C o n n e l l U n d e r - 1 2 League R u n n e r s - U p 

National School Football 
Bal lyhaunis G . A . A . C l u b caters well for t he 

y o u n g N a t i o n a l School player . In 1983, Ba l lyhaun is 
were defeated in t he East M a y o N a t i o n a l School 
final by Bal laghadereen . T h e c lub fields an U n d e r -
12 t e a m also in the East M a y o C h a m p i o n s h i p each 
year . 

At local level thc E m m c t t K e a n e / P a t s y J e n n i n g s 
U - 1 0 League provides the first con tac t p layers have 
with playing in a full t e am. T h e M i c k O ' C o n n e l l 
L e a g u e for U n d e r - 1 2 players is the c o m p e t i t i o n in 
thei r d e v e l o p m e n t as p layers . Both c o m p e t i t i o n s are 

looked forward to by the p layers wi th as m u c h zeal as 
an All I r e l and C h a m p i o n s h i p . 

T h e C l u b has o rgan i sed coach ing sessions for 
N a t i o n a l School p laye r s , a n d m a n y people give of 
the i r free t ime to he lp t hc p layers . S o m e involved are 
H u g h R u d d e n , J o h n P r e n t y , J i m m y W a l s h c , 
E a m o n n Burke , E a m o n n M u r r e n , G e r r y L y o n s , 
Aiden Kel ly , Alan D e l a n e y a n d M i c h a l L y o n s . 

Final ly in 1983, Pe te r W a l s h was selected as the 
' E a s t M a y o N a t i o n a l School Player of t he Year ' . 

J i m L u n d o n 
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S C O R 
It is p robably t rue to say tha t the Scór compet i t ions 

add up to be ing the Cindere l l a of the G . A . A . 
activities, at least relatively speaking . And yet I t h ink 
that wi th a little m o r e overal l p l a n n i n g a n d a r e 
s t ruc tu r ing of the ad jud ica t ion sys tem, the social 
potential of Scór in the c o m m u n i t y at large cou ld be 
very no tab le . Fo r thc ini t ia ted, the Scór compe t i t i ons 
are run by the Associat ion in thc win te r t ime a n d are 
concerned with the cu l tu ra l side of I r i sh life. T h e r e 
are sect ions tor young people (Scór na n O g ) a n d for 
adul ts , a n d in each , compe t i t i ons arc held in figure 
danc ing , set d a n c i n g rec i ta t ion , solo s ing ing , g r o u p 
singing, i n s t r u m e n t a l mus i c , ques t i on t i m e and 
novelty act. In the case of y o u n g peop le , p e r h a p s o n e 
could a rgue abou t the compe t i t i ve aspect de s t roy ing 
thc sheer joy of I r ish s inging and d a n c i n g and so on , 
but all tha t is a n o t h e r ques t i on . 

Over the years , the Bal lyhaunis G . A . A . C l u b has 
consis tent ly taken par t on b o t h levels in t he Scór 
compe t i t ions , a n d has also o n occasions hos ted the 
events for t he C l u b s of East M a y o and for t he 
Coun ty F ina ls . F o r ins tance , in N o v e m b e r of 1983 
in the Scou t D e n , the C l u b mos t successfully 
organised and ran the Scór na nOg c o u n t y finals, and 
was af te rwards awarded a prize for the c o m m e n d a b l e 
use of I r ish at t he event . T h e C l u b files car ry the 

detai ls of par t i c ipa t ion in a n d hos t ing Scór , and also 
thc successful h ighl ights in some of thc compet i t ions . 

F o r ins tance , in t he Sen io r Scór section the 
I n s t r u m e n t a l G r o u p has m o r e t h a n once reached thc 
c o u n t y final ( I ta F a h e y , M o i r a De laney a n d T o n y 
F l y n n ) , also the Set D a n c e G r o u p - wi th dancers like 
Aine W h c l a n , Ri ta L u n d o n , Jackie L y o n s , F ionnua la 
M o r l e y , Sally H igg ins , Billy Phi l l ips , Pa t H igg ins , 
Ja r l a th F a h e y , Br ian L o u g h r a n , V incen t F r e e m a n 
and J o h n L e o n a r d . O t h e r s , t oo , like A n n e J o r d a n 
(solo s inging) reached t h e C o u n t y F ina l , while 
o the r s w e n t fu r ther still. M o s t spec tacu la r was the 
All I re land victory of the Ballad G r o u p in 1972, wi th 
the more recen t Ballad G r o u p ( S e a m u s F o r d e , T o n y 
F l y n n , G e r a l d i n e C o l e m a n , I ta F a h e y a n d M o i r a 
De laney) reach ing the C o n n a u g h t Final in Scór 
1983, as d id the C l u b Q u e s t i o n T i m e t e a m in 1973. 
A n d , of cou r se , in the Rol l of H o n o u r , Jackie 
G r e e n e ' s n a m e is d o w n as t he C o n n a u g h t Final 
w i n n e r for Reci ta t ion in 1972 a n d 1976 - a n d more 
often t h a n no t he r e p r e s e n t e d the c o u n t y at 
provincia l finals. 

T h a t is b u t a tas te of t he Bal lyhaunis G . A . A . 
C l u b ' s par t i c ipa t ion in Scór act ivi t ies , since the 
c o m p e t i t i o n s began in 1970. It is h o p e d tha t fu ture 
i nvo lvemen t will be s t r e n g t h e n e d , tha t the social 
en joymen t will be the ma in mot ive for par t i c ipa t ion , 
b u t also tha t t he per iod ic v ic tory will come - so tha t 
t he C l u b will have s o m e t h i n g ext ra to shou t abou t 
and to ce lebra te . 

J o h n O ' C o n n o r O . S . A . 
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Annual General Meeting 

P a d d y M u l d o o n , M a y o G.A.A. C h a i r m a n b e i n g p r e s e n t e d w i t h the B a l l y h a u n i s G.A.A. 
C l u b p r o d u c t i o n by the E d i t o r , A n t o O ' M a l l e y in 1981. 

A N N U A L G E N E R A L M E E T I N G 

T h e A . G . M . of t he Ba l lyhaun is G . A . A . C l u b took 
place in t h e C e n t r a l H o t e l o n S u n d a y , 4 t h D e c e m b e r 
1983. C h a i r m a n , H u g h R u d d e n p r e s i d e d . T h e 
m i n u t e s of t he last A . G . M . were read by the 
secre tary , Wi l l i am R y a n . T h e y were a d o p t e d o n the 
p roposa l of P a d d y B r e n n a n a n d s e c o n d e d by Bob 
Fox a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y s igned by the C h a i r m a n , 
H u g h R u d d e n . H e r e follows a br ie f r e s u m e of t he 
n igh t : -

C h a i r m a n ' s Address 
C h a i r m a n , H u g h R u d d e n we l comed all p r e s e n t 

a n d in pa r t i cu la r F r . Coste l lo a n d F r . Wi l l i ams . H e 
said t h a t t he C e n t e n a r y Year was fast a p p r o a c h i n g 
a n d a g rea t deal still n e e d e d to be d o n e for it. H e 
c o m m e n d e d t h e excel lent work be ing d o n e by b o t h 
the N a t i o n a l a n d C o m m u n i t y Schools in p r o m o t i n g 
Gae l i c G a m e s . T h i s was clearly ind ica ted by the i r 
excel lent p e r f o r m a n c e s on the field of p lay . H e 
c o n g r a t u l a t e d the O g s p o r t G a c d h e a l t e a m o n 
w i n n i n g the c o u n t y t i t le a n d r e p r e s e n t i n g the c o u n t y 
at G o r m a n s t o n Col lege last A u g u s t in t he Al l -
I r e l and Ser ies . H e e x t e n d e d a s incere t h a n k s to all 
w h o h a d s p o n s o r e d t h e C l u b in s o m e way d u r i n g the 
year . I n a d d i t i o n , he was loud in his p ra i se of t h e 
very h igh w o r k m a t e of t he S q u a s h M a n a g e m e n t a n d 
C o m m i t t e e . 

M r . R u d d e n exp re s sed d i s a p p o i n t m e n t at the 
senior t e a m d u r i n g t h c year . H e bel ieved tha t if we 
were to a t ta in any s e m b l e n c e of success , great 
sacrifices w o u l d have to be m a d e by the p layers . He 
cal led on b o t h t h e Execu t ive a n d t e a m m e m b e r s to 
work in h a r m o n y d u r i n g t h e C e n t e n a r y Year for the 
b e t t e r m e n t of t he C l u b . F o r t h e C e n t e n a r y Year he 
p r o p o s e d tha t the c l u b sponso r a Na t iona l School , 
a n d an U - 1 4 P layer of the Year A w a r d s . L ike awards 
shou ld also b e s p o n s o r e d for t h e P layer of t he Year 
a w a r d s in each class in t he C o m m u n i t y School . H e 
r e m i n d e d all p r e s e n t t h a t t h e year ahead was an 
i m p o r t a n t a n d h i s to r ic o n e for t h e C l u b . 

Act iv i t ies 
O n the d e v e l o p m e n t f ront , t he C l u b has availed of 

the y o u t h e m p l o y m e n t s c h e m e to cons t ruc t a 
subs t i t u t e s b e n c h as well as ins ta l l ing a new 
f loodl ight ing sys t em to e n a b l e p layers to t ra in over 
t he w i n t e r m o n t h s . W o r k is a lso at a n advanced stage 
o n the e rec t ion of a s c o r e b o a r d . O t h e r p lans in the 
p ipel ine are t he p rov i s ion of covered accommoda t ion 
facilities a n d t h e e r ec t ion of a P ress Box. 

O n t h e cu l tu ra l s ide the Ballad G r o u p won the 
c o u n t y Scór t i t le a n d were in t he C o n n a u g h t Final . 
T h e C l u b can also take p r i d e in be ing the only 
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runne r s to make a ser ious effort for the Eas t M a y o 
Scór. T h a n k s is due here to thc dil igent and ass iduous 
efforts of H u g h R u d d e n and his d e d i c a t e d 
c o m m i t t e e . O n the 25th N o v e m b e r the c lub hos ted 
the Eas t M a y o Scór na n - O g finals in the Scou t s 
Den. A capacity c rowd had the pleasure of witnessing 
a very h igh s t a n d a r d from all the pa r t i c ipan t s . 

P repa ra t i ons were b e g u n for thc C e n t e n a r y Year . 
Among the m a n y p roposa l s was the o rgan i s ing of 
visiting t e a m s from Bri ta in and the U . S . A . I t was 
agreed tha t this should take place d u r i n g the ' C o m e 
H o m e W e e k ' f rom the 11 - 19th Augus t . A n u m b e r 
of t e a m s were con tac ted and M r . Be rna rd K e a n e , 
C h a i r m a n of Roger C a s e m e n t s G . A . A . C l u b in 
Coven t ry indica ted tha t they would defini tely be 
coming on the 11th Augus t . It was later con f i rmed 
by J o h n Fi tzgera ld that thc N e w York M a y o T e a m 
would also be c o m i n g . T h e m e m b e r s dec ided tha t 
careful a t t en t ion would also have to be g iven to t he 
'Day of the C l u b ' wh ich wou ld be on the 29 th Ju ly . 

P r e s i d e n t S p e a k s 
T h c P re s iden t , Aus t in G r o g a n ? in his add re s s 

welcomed Fr . Coste l lo a n d F r . Wi l l iams to the 
meet ing and t hanked the C h a i r m a n , H u g h R u d d e n 
lor his a s s iduous efforts on behalf of t he c l u b . H e 
said tha t he was a ded ica ted and ha rd work ing 
C h a i r m a n . H e c o m p l i m e n t e d the T r e a s u r e r and 
Secre tary for the i r me t i cu lous p r e p a r a t i o n a n d 
earnest e n d e a v o u r s t h r o u g h o u t t he year. H e u rged 
all c lub m e m b e r s to work as a t e a m to e n s u r e tha t the 

f o r t h c o m i n g year i.e. C e n t e n a r y Year will be a 
r e s o u n d i n g success . 

E l e c t i o n s 
T h e r e t h e n followed t h e e lect ion of officers for 

1984. T h e y arc as fol lows. . . . 

P a t r o n F r . P a d d y Wi l l i ams 
P r e s i d e n t M i c k O ' C o n n e l l 
C h a i r m a n H u g h R u d d e n 
V i c e C h a i r m a n Aiden Kel ly 
R e c o r d i n g a n d C o r r e s p Wi l l i am R y a n 
F i x t u r e s G e r r y L y o n s 
T r e a s u r e r J o h n O 'Ne i l l 
P . R . O M i c h a e l W a l d r o n 

V i c e P r e s i d e n t s . . P a d o M o r a n , J o h n n y Biesty 
Ph i l l ip M o r l e y , M i c k T a r m e y 

R e g i s t r a r A iden Kel ly 
T r u s t e e s Aus t i n G r o g a n , J o h n n y Biesty 

a n d M i c k O ' C o n n e l l 
O i f i g e a c h n a G a e l i g e J i m L u n d o n 
E x e c u t i v e : 
Bob Fox , P a d d y B r e n n a n , Sean W a l d r o n , E n d a 
M u r p h y , E a m o n Hea ly , M i c h a e l M u r r e n , M i k e 
L y o n s , J o h n P r e n t y , A u s t i n G r o g a n , T o m m y 
G r o g a n , T o m M c C o r m a c k , J o h n D u r k a n , J i m m y 
F l e m i n g , Jack G r e e n e , Pad ra i c Lee , J i m m y T o o l a n , 
Sean W a r d a n d D e r m o t Eagney . 

W i l l i e R y a n 

1966 Intermediate C h a m p i o n s h i p Final is ts 
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The Great 
Peg Morris 

T h i s article appeared in the 'Wes te rn People ' 
shor t ly before the late Mrs . Raf tery 's death. 

b y Mick O ' C o n n e l l 
A few miles f r o m Ba l l yhaun is in the v i l lage o f 
G r e e n w o o d in the par ish o f Bekan l ives Mrs . 
Ra f te ry , w h o is now 70 years old and w h o was 
f o r m e r l y Miss Peggy M o r r i s f r o m H e a d f o r d 
C o . G a l w a y , w h o is genera l ly regarded as one 
o f the best, i f not T H E best, camogie p layer 
eve r to wie ld a caman on the p lay ing fields o f 
I re land. Cons ider ing that dur ing her p lay ing 
days camogie had reached a rea l ly high 
s tandard - that is h igh praise indeed. 

H e r p laying career s p a n n e d a per iod of 17 years 
f rom 1928 to 1945 and inc luded pa r t i c ipa t ion in T h c 
T a i l t e a n n G a c m s of 1928 a n d 1932. 

H e r s tory is a fascinat ing o n e and is so full of 
r e m a r k a b l e inc iden ts a n d so full of c o n t e n t tha t it 
will be only poss ib le in t he l imi ted space avai lable to 
give a br ief ou t l ine of he r a m a z i n g life and to 
p i n p o i n t t he m o r e i m p o r t a n t even t s , bu t one salient 
factor emerges clearly f rom her s tory - H E R 
U T T E R D E D I C A T I O N T O T H E G A M E O F 
C A M O G I E ! 

N o t tha t all her in teres t was devo t ed solely to 
camogie by any m e a n s , for her first love was for 
an ima l s , especial ly horses a n d she was rarely happ ie r 
t h a n w h e n r id ing a horse or a donkey . . . . i n fact, she 
clearly r e m e m b e r s p i lo t ing the w inne r of a D o n k e y 
D e r b y in Head fo rd in 1922. 

I t was in t hc year of 1922 tha t her love of spor t 
b e c a m e u p p e r m o s t , a n d she became mos t prof ic ient 
at handba l l tha t she was cons ide red good e n o u g h to 
play wi th , and agains t , some of t he F r e e Sta te 
soldiers w h o were s ta t ioned in Head fo rd at the t ime . 

J i m H o u l i h a n , the great Clare hu r l c r , she recal ls , 
was a Se rgean t Major t he re at t he t ime and she 
lea rned m a n y of her camogie skills f rom h i m , b u t she 
makes no secret of t he fact that she mode l l ed her 
style of play on tha t of t he grea t G a l w a y h u r l c r , M i c k 
K i n g ( R . I . P . ) . 

Peg M o r r i s m a d e her first hu r l ey for herself f rom 
oak and not t he t rad i t iona l ash , a n d c o n t i n u e d to 
p rac t ice the g a m e wi th the soldiers . S h e recalls tha t 
J i m H y n e s f rom H e a d f o r d also gave he r grea t 
e n c o u r a g m e n t and tha t she p layed her first c amog ie 
m a t c h for a T u a m t e a m in 1928. 

H e r F i r s t M a t c h f o r T u a m 
S h e r e m e m b e r s t h a t th is is how it c ame about : A 

m a n n a m e d M a r t i n C o o n e y from Tuam hail a 
d a u g h t e r , Sadie w h o was a mus ic pupi l of Peg's 
sister - S is te r F u r z a - in P re sen ta t i on C o n v e n t , 
T u a m . M r . Cooney had a boat on L o u g h C o r r i b at 
Greenf ie ld and t ravel led t h r o u g h Headfo rd every 
S u n d a y to fish on the C o r r i b . 

I n t hc even ing on t h c way h o m e he would s top and 
wa tch the H e a d f o r d gir ls hu r l i ng (Peg a d d e d : " W e 
knew n o t h i n g abou t camog ie in those d a y s " ) . M r . 
C o o n e y u told his d a u g h t e r Sadie tha t the re were 
G a m e s of 1928 even t h o u g h she was still t r oub led by 
the knee injury sus ta ined a shor t t ime before tha t . 
S h e says tha t on tha t occas ion her pe r fo rmance was 
good bu t that it could not be desc r ibed as br i l l iant . 

In the next four years Peg prac t iced di l igent ly and 
her n a m e b e c a m e a househo ld word not only in 
G a l w a y but t h r o u g h o u t the land as she con t inued to 
give d y n a m i c d isp lays as cap ta in of Ga lway in 
T o u r n m a n e n t and C h a m p i o n s h i p games in all of the 
four p rov inces . 

It was little w o n d e r t h e n that she was an au toma t i c 
choice for t he G a l w a y t eam tha t took par t in T h e 
Tail teann G a m e s of 1932 and it was in those games 

that Peg M o r r i s really p roved tha t she was a player 
wi th few, if any , equa l s . 

S h e gave a marve l lous display for Ga lway who 
r ep re sen ted C o n n a u g h t in the game against 
M u n s t e r , and it was d u e in the main to her 
who lehea r t ed effort a n d to her br i l l iance in all facets 
of play tha t C o n n a u g h t c rea ted a major surpr i se by 
record ing a win over M u n s t e r on the score 3-4 to 2-0. 

H e a d l i n e s i n N a t i o n a l P r e s s 
In the daily Press t h e next day she cap tu red thc 

headl ines wh ich read ' M i s s Peggy M o r r i s in brill iant 
fo rm ' and ' M i s s P. M o r r i s o u t s t a n d i n g ' and from the 
body of a repor t wh ich appea red in the Na t iona l 
Press at tha t t ime we take the following extract 
wh ich leaves thc fol lowing ext rac t which leaves no 
one in any d o u b t as to the br i l l iance of Miss Mor r i s : 

"Eas i ly t hc o u t s t a n d i n g player on the field was 
Miss Peggy M o r r i s , t h r e e great camogie players in 
Head fo rd - Peg M o r r i s and her Evelyn and Annie 
La rk in - and tha t if T u a m camogie t eam got t h e m to 
play for t h e m tha t they would be well away. W h e n 
Sis ter F u r z a was told th is she laughed and said that 
two of her s is ters b u t all t h ree joined the Tuam team. 

In he r first g a m e of camogie for Tuam, Peg 
M o r r i s sus ta ined a k n e e injury and th is necessi ta ted 
her hav ing to m o v e f rom outfield to goal. Whi l e she 
was sorely missed f rom the outf ield exchanges , the 
fact tha t she had a grea t ' p u c k o u t ' f rom goal was a 
dec ided advan tage . 
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She r e m e m b e r s t ravel l ing on a bicycle a d i s t ance 
of seven or e ight miles at V a r d c n ' s field at Annaba l ly 
on the main G a l w a y - T u a m road to the select ion of 
the Ga lway Camog ie t eam in the s a m e year and 
Pig ' s pe r fo rmance was such tha t her select ion was 
more or less a foregone conc lus ion . H e r p e r f o r m a n c e 
was all the m o r e p ra i sewor thy w h e n one cons ide r s 
that she cycled from her h o m e to t hc m a t c h on a 
bicycle fitted with a fixed wheel . D u e to the injury 
Sustained ill the p rev ious match she could only pedal 
with her left leg as her r ight leg was then comple t e ly 
useless as she was unab l e to bend her heavi ly-
bandaged r ight knee . 

She has great praise of Sean (V Duffy of D u b l i n 
who, she says: " D i d m u c h grea t work in the 
p romot ion of camogie and early on he p r e s e n t e d an 
Al l - I re land C a m o g i e C u p k n o w n as the Sean 
O'Duffy C u p . " 

Peg M o r r i s was chosen to play for G a l w a y in T h e 
Ta i l t eann the C o n n a u g h t cen t re l i e ld . I n d e e d , the 
match migh t well be said to have been hers . S h e got 
all the scores b u t one , led all the a t tacks , a n d did 
more t h a n two p laye r s ' work . Ably wie ld ing he r 
caman , r ight or left, u n d e r a r m and o v e r a r m , she 
never missed a ball and had a deadly dr ive . S h e m u s t 
have few equa ls in I r e l a n d . " 

N o o n e was su rp r i sed w h e n Miss M o r r i s was 
besieged by a u t o g r a p h h u n t e r s after this he r cu l ean 
p e r f o r m a n c e , and m a n y still wi th us w h o were 

p re sen t at t ha t g a m e regard M i s s M o r r i s ' 
p e r f o r m a n c e on tha t occas ion as t hc g rea tes t -ever 
ind iv idua l p e r f o r m a n c e by a camogie p layer . 

T h e r ep o r t of m a t c h e s f rom then to t he e n d of her 
p laying career could not o m i t the n a m e of the 'great 
Peg M o r r i s ' as she c o n t i n u e d to give sp lendid 
d isplays for her h o m e c l u b , Head fo rd a n d G a l w a y 
c o u n t y . 

D u r i n g tha t t ime the a r r a n g e m e n t s for t he 
travelling of t e a m s w e r e often h a p h a z a r d , d u e , 
probably, to lack to funds, and it mus t be r emembered 
that some of Miss M o r r i s ' be t t e r d isp lays were given 
after she had cycled long d i s tances to par t ic ipa te in 
games . 

President o f Connaugh t Camog ie Counc i l 
Whi le still p laying camogie she b e c a m e in te res ted 

in the admin i s t r a t i ve s ide of t he spo r t and she was 
du ly h o n o u r e d w h e n she was e lected the first 
P re s iden t of t he C o n n a u g h t C a m o g i e Counc i l at the 
inaugura l mee t ing of thc Counc i l which was he ld in 
Bal l inrobe on the 6 th A u g u s t in t hc early 'Th i r t i e s . 

S h e cer ta inly can look back wi th p r ide o n her 
massive c o n t r i b u t i o n to t h e g a m e of camogie and 
with an a m o u n t of nostalgia . 

It is only fitting tha t we c o n c l u d e th is ar t icle wi th 
her o w n w o r d s wh ich are typical of he r u n a s s u m i n g 
a t t i t ude " W e had a g rea t r u n a l w a y s ! " 

B A L L Y H A U N I S C A M O G I E T E A M , 1934 
Back Row (1 to r): Mary F i tzmaur ice , Beat t ie Campbe l l , Lucy Greal ly , Nancy Loftus, 
Mart ina Coyne. 
Middle Row: Tetta Walsh, Angela Coyne , Teresa Kilduff, Josie Freeley. 
Front Row: Patsy Fitzgerald, Lily Byrne , Bet ty Loftus, Breda Walsh, Monica Grealy. 

(Photo courtesy of Lucy Waldron, Logboy) 
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THE G.A.A. 
T H E G . A . A . 

T h e i n a u g u r a t i o n of the G . A . A . ' s C e n t e n a r y Year 
ce lebra t ions on M a r c h 18 last, u n d o u b t e d l y 
focussed w idesp read pub l i c a t t en t i on on an 
o rgan isa t ion w h i c h has b e e n so m u c h a pa r t of the 
life of t he people of I r e land for the pas t 100 years . 
W h i l e the seven m e n w h o founded it, in H a y e s Hote l 
in T h u r l e s on tha t N o v e m b e r day in 1884 were , 
u n d o u b t e d l y , m e n of vision and idealism, part icularly 
M i c h a e l Cusack , w h o a r r a n g e d the m e e t i n g , no t 
even in the i r wi ldes t d r e a m s could they have 
env isaged the sp read of t he o rgan i sa t ion to its 
p r e s e n t p r e m i e r pos i t ion in t he spo r t i ng , cu l tu ra l 
a n d social life of the na t ion . 

A g a i n s t t h e O d d s 
T h e G . A . A . came in to be ing in a c l imate w h i c h 

cou ld ha rd ly be said to b e conduc ive to t h e e s t ab l i sh 
m e n t of a na t iona l i s t ic s p o r t i n g o rgan i sa t ion . T h c 
F a m i n e of Black was still fresh in t h e m i n d s of those 
w h o surv ived it, o v e r s h a d o w e d all o t h e r mi s fo r tunes 
w h i c h a lmos t d e c i m a t e d t h e I r i sh race in t h e last 
c e n t u r y . T h e na t iona l spir i t was indeed at a low e b b . 
P o v e r t y was rife e v e r y w h e r e , t he peop le were 
d i so rgan i sed , d e p r e s s e d and o p p r e s s e d . W h a t 
spo r t i ng act ivi ty t h e r e was , was at the p leasu re of the 
l a n d l o r d s , wi th cr icket on ' t h e vil lage g r e e n ' even in 
areas w h e r e former ly t h e anc ien t I r i sh g a m e of 
h u r l i n g was p layed . T h e angl ic isa t ion of I r e l and was 
v i r tua l ly c o m p l e t e . 

R i c h I d e a l 
I t is c lear n o w t h a t Cusack a n d his fol lowers had 

m o r e in m i n d t h a n the revival of anc ien t I r i sh g a m e s 
a n d p a s t i m e s , especial ly t h e revival of h u r l i n g , w h e n 
t hey l a u n c h e d t h e Gae l i c Ath le t i c Assoc ia t ion . 
E v e n t s p r o v e d t h a t t h e G . A . A . w a s to b e a n 
i m p o r t a n t e l e m e n t - p e r h a p s m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n it 
has ever b e e n g iven c red i t for in r e - a w a k e n i n g the 
na t iona l i s t ic spi r i t , in g iv ing the peop le a n e w 
ou t look a n d in p r o v i d i n g hea l thy rec rea t iona l 
act ivi ty for t h e y o u n g m e n of t h e day . I t s f o u n d a t i o n 
h a d a social e l e m e n t , filling a void w h i c h h a d exis ted 
for d e c a d e s , g iv ing t h e peop le s o m e t h i n g t hey cou ld 
ident i fy wi th , fos ter ing local p r i d e in t h e ach i eve 
m e n t s of t h e c l u b , t h e pa r i sh , t h e c o u n t y , a n d in a 
w ide r sense in t h e c o u n t r y t h a t was r ightful ly the i r s 
a n d w h i c h t h e y s e e m e d to have lost. I n all of these 
ways t h e a ims of t h e f o u n d e r s were b r o u g h t t o 
f ru i t ion , a n d as t h e G . A . A . sp read to eve ry c o r n e r of 

the land the people ot I re land were given a new hope 
at a t ime w h e n it was mos t needed . 

T h e Associat ion has never since lost i t s a t t rac t ions 
for t he masses . It had i t s difficult t imes ; its t ee th ing 
t roub les were such t h a t they migh t have caused an 
o rgan isa t ion less solidly based to fold u p , bu t instead 
it later b e c a m e a unifying force which b r o u g h t 
people toge the r . 

I t s very success of ten led to a t tacks on it which 
were unjust i f ied or which were m a d e t h r o u g h 
ignorance of the facts. It was f requent ly the target 
for u n f o u n d e d cr i t ic i sm from those w h o were 
' c o n c e r n e d ' a b o u t w h a t it d id wi th its f inance, bu t 
w h o were no t in te res ted in r ead ing a n n u a l balance 
sheets or in looking a r o u n d t h e m to see the playing 
fields be ing a c q u i r e d and deve loped to enab le the 
h u g e p r o g r a m m e of g a m e s for y o u t h of all ages to be 
car r ied t h r o u g h . I ts grea t work for the y o u t h of 
I r e l and , par t i cu la r ly for the u n d e r - a g e g r o u p s , as 
they are label led, was y o u t h work of the mos t 
des r iab le k ind a n d was a large par t of t he 
Assoc ia t ion ' s act ivi ty before the p re sen t day 
e m p h a s i s on y o u t h w o r k was even t h o u g h t abou t . An 
ex tens ion of th is y o u t h work is seen today in the 
m a n y social cen t r e s w h i c h have been p rov ided in 
a lmos t every c l u b . 

Be i r Bua 
D e a n a n n a n C u m a n n L ú t h c h l e a s G a e d h e a l 

iar ra tas m ó r an G h a c l i g e a fhorbai r t agus a c h o t h ú . 
T u g a n n na c o m h a l t a i a n d o t h a i n tac iocht d o 
a i t h b h e o c h a i n t na Gae l ige . T á nios m o Gael ige le 
cloisint i g c o m h l u n d a t baill d e C u m a n n L u t h c h l e a s 
Gaedhea l na beagnach in aon eagr iodht náis iúnta eile. 

T h e role of t h e Associa t ion in t hc lives of t he I r i sh 
peop le in its 100 yea r s has been a m o s t i m p o r t a n t one 
in t he s p o r t i n g , c u l t u r a l a n d social sphe re s . I t can 
cer ta in ly c la im to h a v e g iven a ' c e n t u r y of service ' to 
t h e I r i sh peop l e . Be ing so firmly e n t r e n c h e d as pa r t 
of o u r way of life, it is in a u n i q u e pos i t ion once again 
to give a boos t t o t h e na t iona l mora l e wh ich because 
of e c o n o m i c diff icult ies a n d alien inf luence has been 
tak ing a b a t t e r i n g in recen t years . 

Ar ocu id c e i l e a b h r a d h b l ian an che id deana imid 
c o m h g h á i r d e a s le C u m a n n L u t h c h l e a s G a e l , g u r b h 
fada b u n n é. 

Wil l ie R y a n 
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fiims of the Q.fi.fi. 
played in it will see t h a t , unt i l comp le t e na t ionhood 
is ach ieved , the Associa t ion m u s t c o n t i n u e to 
ma in ta in all e m b r a c i n g pat r io t ic spir i t . T o that end 
its creed r ep re sen t s a s imple choice be tween 
qual i t ies which are na t ive anil charac ter i s t ic of ou r 
land and qual i t ies w h i c h are foreign and impor t ed . 

T h i s nat ional side ol t he G . A . A . and its dedica t ion 
to the ideal of an I r i s h - I r e l a n d mus t be kept to the 
fore-front at all t i m e s . T o thc y o u t h of I re land , a 
knowledge of the c i r c u m s t a n c e s in which the G .A .A . 
was f o u n d e d , of t he par t it p layed in the years before 
the r is ing of 1916, of the share its m e m b e r s had in 
the l ight for f r eedom, is mere ly knowledge of thei r 
o w n inhe r i t ance a n d shou ld no t be wi theld from 
t h e m . S u c h k n o w l e d g e would mark ou t the nat ive 
g a m e s as m o r e t han m e r e games and would show 
tha t thc Associa t ion wh ich p r o m o t e s t h e m as had 
and still has , a s t r ong inf luence for Na t iona l g o o d . " 

Reprinted from thc "Official Guide of the Gaelic 
Athletic Association, 1978". 

" T h e Gae l ic Ath le t ic Associat ion today is an 
o rgan i sa t ion wh ich reaches in to every c o r n e r of t he 
land a n d has its roots in every I r i sh par i sh . 
T h r o u g h o u t t hc c o u n t r y , legions of vo lun ta ry 
worke r s wil ingly m a d e sacrifices to p r o m o t e its 
ideals a n d ca r ry its daily b u r d e n s . W h y docs the 
Associa t ion receive th is unself ish s u p p o r t ? 

T h o s e w h o play g a m e s , those w h o o rgan i se its 
act ivi t ies a n d those w h o con t ro l its des t in ies see in 
t he G . A . A . a m e a n s of conso l ida t ing ou r I r ish 
ident i ty . T h e games to t h e m are m o r e t h a n games 
they have a na t iona l s ignif icance a n d the p r o m o t i o n 
of na t ive pas t imes b e c o m e s a par t of the full na t iona l 
idea w h i c h envisages t h c speak ing of o u r o w n 
language, thc buying of Irish goods and thc promot ion 
of na t ive mus ic and dances . T h e p r i m a r y p u r p o s e of 
t he G . A . A . is t he o rgan isa t ion of nat ive pa s t imes and 
the p r o m o t i o n of a th le t ic fitness as a m e a n s to c rea te 
a d i s c i p l i n e d , s e l f - r e l i a n t , n a t i o n a l - m i n d e d 
m a n h o o d wh ich takes consc ious p r ide in its her i tage 
of unr iva l led pa s t imes a n d sp l end id cu l tu ra l 
t r ad i t i ons , as essent ia l factors in the res to ra t ion of 
full a n d d is t inc t n a t i o n h o o d . T h e overal l resul t is the 
express ion of a peop le ' s p re fe rence for na t ive ways as 
o p p o s e d to i m p o r t e d ones . 

S ince she has no t con t ro l over all t h e na t iona l 
t e r r i to ry , I r e l a n d ' s c la im to n a t i o n h o o d is i m p a i r e d . 
I t w o u l d still m o r e i m p a i r e d if she were to lose he r 
l anguage , if she failed to p rov ide a decen t l ivel inhood 
for her people at h o m e , or , if she were to forsake her 
o w n g a m e s a n d c u s t o m s in favour of t h c g a m e s a n d 
c u s t o m s of a n o t h e r na t ion . If p r i d e in t h e a t t r i b u t e s 
of n a t i o n h o o d d i e s , s o m e t h i n g good a n d d is t inc t ive 
in o u r race dies wi th it. E a c h na t ional qua l i ty tha t is 
lost makes us so m u c h poore r as a na t i on . 

W h e n the G . A . A . was f o u n d e d in the last q u a r t e r 
of t he 19th c e n t u r y , p r ide of race has b e e n c r u s h e d 
o u t of mos t of o u r peop le by famine a n d by a r m e d 
o p p r e s s i o n . T h e G . A . A . a n d the Gae l i c L e a g u e 
he lped to ressurec t tha t p r i d e as these o rgan i sa t ions 
g r e w in s t r e n g t h , a n e w spir i t wh ich was to inf luence 
a n d affect t he s u b s e q u e n t h i s to ry of I r e l a n d , was 
b o r n . T o d a y , t he na t ive g a m e s take o n a n e w 
signif icance w h e n its is real ised tha t they have to take 
p a r t , a n d still are a pa r t of t he n a t i o n ' s des i re to live 
h e r o w n life, t o g o v e r n he r o w n affairs. 

T o those w h o are u n a w a r e of t he cond i t i on s t h a t 
cal led the G . A . A . in to be ing , a n d of t h e na t iona l 
s ignif icance t h a t a t t aches t h e m , o n e g a m e is as good 
as a n o t h e r . B u t t hose w h o k n o w o u r c o u n t r y ' s 
h i s to ry a n d u n d e r s t a n d the role t h a t t h e G . A . A . ha i 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

15. O n "51st Ju ly , 1944, t he cash on h a n d was £ 1 - 6 - 1 
J u n e 2 7 t h , 1948, pa id to G e o r g e O ' M a l l e y R . I . P . 
for Ca r H i r e to H o l l y m o u n t , Cas t l ebar and 
C l a r e m o r r i s £ 6 - 1 0 - 0 . B ladde r for football 
( M . C u r l e y R . I . P . ) 5-0. 

16. C l u b m e m b e r s to r ep re sen t C o n n a u g h t Colleges 
in inter-provincial series: T o m m y H a n n o n R. I .P . , 
M a r t i n H a n n o n R . I . P . , J o h n Buckley, Joe 
S a l m o n , T o m Buckley , Ph i l i p W a l d r o n , T o m 
F l a n n a g a n R . I . P . , F r a n k F a h e y , J o h n n y Biesty, 
G e r r y M o r l e y . All a t t e n d e d St. J a r l a t h ' s except 
Phi l l ip W a l d r o n (S t . M a r y ' s ) a n d G e r r y Mor l ey 
( C o m m u n i t y Schoo l ) . 

17. W h e n t h e c lub was r e - f o r m e d in the late 'forties 
M i c k T a r m e y was e lected C h a i r m a n a n d held 
office unt i l 1956. O t h e r c lub c h a i r m e n were 
P a d d y W a l d r o n R . I . P . , J o h n n y Biesty, J o h n 
P r e n t y a n d H u g h R u d d e n . 

18. J i m m y O ' D w y e r , J i m F o r d e , J o h n Hea ly , T o m 
F i t zge ra ld , J . J . C r i b b i n a n d J o h n n y Biesty 
t o u r e d the U . S . A . wi th M a y o t e a m s . 
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SCLNDINGS 
T H E H E R I T A G E S O C I E T Y 

On 25th J a n u a r y 1984 in the funct ions r o o m of t he 
Central Ho te l , Bal lyhaunis He r i t age Society was 
initiated. N o w tha t may c o m e as a su rpr i se even to 
those w h o were p resen t ! And the reason is tha t the 
passing n a m e used for wha t was be ing fo rmed was 
the 'Ballyhaunis Historical and Archaelogical Society' . 
However , it was agreed t han an official n a m e wou ld 
not be a d o p t e d for the t ime be ing , as all felt tha t t he 
society, o r c l u b , or associa t ion, wou ld reach ou t to 
other aspec ts of the locality as well . F o r in s t ance , 
there are t he geological , bo tan ica l and zoological 
e lements , in o the r w o r d s the rocks , the flora, the 
fauna a n d thei r e n v i r o n m e n t . I t was t h o u g h t tha t all 
these, toge the r wi th t h c social cn f l e shmen t of the 
bare b o n e s of h i s to ry a n d archae logy wou ld be of 
interest to the Society. And so, officially the association 
was left nameless ( t h o u g h it was no t a N o - N a m e 
Club!) . H o w e v e r , in o r d e r to get a p r o p e r h e a d i n g 
for these no te s , the officers m e t recent ly and o n the 
proposal of F r . Coste l lo a d o p t e d the above n a m e . I n 
due t ime (mos t likely early N o v e m b e r ) , all m e m b e r s 
will have a chance to d e b a t e thc n a m e a n d vote o n it. 

It has t o be a d m i t t e d tha t to da te little m o r e has 
been d o n e tha t ini t ia te the Her i t age Socie ty . At the 
inaugural mee t ing some s ixteen people were p r e s e n t 
and these b e c a m e the first m e m b e r s (pay ing a smal l 
fee to d o so). F r . Coste l lo was chosen as p a t r o n , wi th 
Bernard F r e y n e as C h a i r m a n , F r . O ' C o n n o r a n d Joe 
Greene as r ecord ing secretar ies a n d Joe also as 
t reasurer . S ince t hen o t h e r valiant m e m b e r s have 
joined t h c c lub . 

Since its founda t ion , t he Her i t age Society has had 
only two genera l mee t ings . T h c first was o n 1st 
Ma r ch w h e n Berna rd F r e y n e gave an en thus i a s t i c 
talk on the Neol i th ic a n d Early Bronze Age t o m b s in 
the Bal lyhaunis area. Of par t i cu la r no te is tha t all the 
end of t he mee t i ng , Pau l W a l d r o n of Cave ( the 
youngest m e m b e r of the Society) p r e s e n t e d an 
invaluable copy of his work o n the t o m b s t o n e 
inscr ipt ions of t hc F r i a ry G r a v e y a r d . P resen t ly th is 
is being kep t at the A b b e y . T h e second m e e t i n g was 
on 4 th Apr i l , w h e n Professor T . P . O ' N e i l l of 
Universi ty Col lege , G a l w a y addres sed thc m e m b e r s 
on Local His tor ica l Sources in genera l . 

T h e n t h e S p r i n g came and t h e n the S u m m e r - a n d 
thc Her i t age Society res ted . Bu t n o w the W i n t e r 
comes a n d hopes of activi ty are in t he air. T h e 
s tructures are the re - wi th a m o d e s t Bank accoun t , 
up- to-date m i n u t e s , officers and a n a m e to ca r ry us 
by for t h e m o m e n t . Soon , t h e n , we shou ld b e 

s end ing ou t t he call for a n o t h e r M e e t i n g . D o come . 
I t will pass a n i g h t , a n d in the process you will be 
ge t t ing to k n o w your t o w n be t t e r (as you arc n o w 
do ing t h r o u g h the i n c o m p a r a b l e ' A n n a g h ' ) . T h e s e 
no te s , of cou r se , are be ing w r i t t e n in m i d - O c t o b e r -
so by the t ime you read t h e m , you m a y in fact have 
a l ready tas ted a He r i t age Society mee t ing . If so, t hen 
you will be r ead ing a b o u t yoursel f in nex t year ' s 
' A n n a g h ' ! 

J o h n O ' C o n n o r , O . S . A . 
(Hon . Secretary) 

" F A R E W E L L B U T N E V E R G O O D B Y E " 
I say " F a r e w e l l " wi th heavy hea r t , till we d o b u t 

m e e t again . I will no t say " G o o d b y e " for tha t word 
is so cold a n d final. I n m y t h o u g h t s a n d in my 
d r e a m s I shall reflect u p o n the h a p p y even ings we 
sha red . F r o m t h e m grew t h e ' p l an t of f r i endsh ip ' , in 
the first w a r m h a n d s h a k e a n d the cand id car ing eyes. 
T h e p lan t will c o n t i n u e to g r o w , because it has 
a l ready roots of loyalty a n d affection, a n d it will 
b lo s som as the years go by . T h i n k no t dea r friend on 
wha t m i g h t have been , b u t like m e you r fr iend, be 
thankfu l tha t it was des t iny tha t we met and for all 
tha t has been . F o r arc t hey no t h a p p y memor i e s? 
T h e r e are sh ips w h i c h pass in t hc n igh t , like da rk 
s h a d o w s bare ly no t iceab le . T h e r e are people who 
meet a n d are b u t ins ignif icant images of front of ou r 
faces, mean ing les s and lacking in impac t , n o sign of 
hear t or soul does o n e sec. B u t you dea r f r iend, could 
never be an image to m e , for you arc t ru ly a pe rson of 
ca r ing , love a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g . Fo r in so shor t a 
t ime I have learn t m u c h a b o u t life and people - you 
always saw the good . I c a n n o t deny an ache in my 
hea r t , no r tha t in t he s i lence a n d the sti l lness of the 
n igh t , I shed m y o w n pr iva te t ea r s , u n h e a r d , as I lay 
m y weary head u p o n my pi l low, ready once m o r e to 
face t o m o r r o w , wi th c o m p o s u r e and d ign i ty , for I 
care too m u c h to ever d i sgrace you dea r fr iend. 
R e m e m b e r m e , for t hc t i m e s wc l aughed and were 
h a p p y for sadly wc can neve r have thc days back 
again . But wha t does it cos t to tell you dea r fr iend, 
h o w m u c h they m e a n t to m e , and will a lways remain 
an indel ible m c m o r y -

N e v e r , neve r c h a n g e , for you have so m u c h to give 
from tha t g en e ro u s hea r t , w h i c h knows n o jealousy, 
envy or m c a n e s s of cha rac t e r . M y pr iv i ledgc to have 
m e t you and to all you ' m y f r iend ' . 

" F a r e w e l l , b u t never g o o d b y e " 
Page 41 



M I INI INC V 

B a l l y h a u n i s M a c r a Na F e i r m e M e m b e r s : -
B a c k Row (1 to r ) : Joe F i t z h a r r i s , T o m m y L y n c h , E a m o n n Hea ly , P a u l Sykes . 
M i d d l e Row: She l i a W a l d r o n , N o r e e n O 'Rei l ly , Rev . F r . W i l l i a m s , T h e r e s e C r i b b i n , 
Michea l M c W a l t e r , W a l t e r W a l d r o n . 
F r o n t Row: A h a R e g a n , M a r y R e g a n , H a r r i e t O 'Re i l ly , F i o n n u a l a M o r l e y . 

M A C R A N A 
You m i g h t well ask: ' W h a t is t h a t o r g a n i s a t i o n ? ' 

Wel l , by the e n d of 1984 a n d early 1985 wc p lan to be-
reasonably we l l -known in and a r o u n d Ba l lyhaun i s , 
a n d at least to d o u b l e o u r n u m b e r of m e m b e r s . At 
t he m o m e n t , we are a p p r o x i m a t e l y t w e n t y in 
n u m b e r . 

In F e b r u a r y of th is year , Michae l M c W a l t e r , t hc 
c o u n t y d e v e l o p m e n t officer, set u p M a c r a na F c i r m c 
in Bal lyhaunis . F o r th is we are i n d e b t e d to h i m , as 
Bal lyhaunis like o t h e r small c o m m u n i t i e s r equ i r e s 
for its y o u t h good organ i sa t ions like M a c r a . 

Apar t f rom the d e v e l o p m e n t of ag r i cu l tu re a n d 
knowledge of m o d e r n fa rming , t hc object ives of 
M a c r a are the personal d e v e l o p m e n t of m e m b e r s 
(social, cu l tu ra l a n d educa t iona l ) a n d l eade r sh ip 
t ra in ing for roles of responsib i l i ty in t he c o m m u n i t y . 

M a c r a na F e i r m e , c o u n t r y w i d e , was founded in 
1944, w h e n e c o n o m i c cond i t ions in I r e l and were 
depres sed a n d seemed hopeless . It was set u p by a 
smal l g r o u p of f a rmers , vocat ional t eache r s and 
agr icu l tu ra l advisers , w h o saw tha t the fo rming of a 
na t ional o rganisa t ion of y o u n g fa rmers could he lp 
i m p r o v e cond i t ions for eve ryone . S ince t h e n it has 
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F E I R M E 
g r o w n rap id ly and c o n t i n u e s to d o so. M a c r a na 
F e i r m e has b e e n r e spons ib le for t he found ing of 
' I r i s h F a r m e r ' s J o u r n a l ' in 1948; t he I r i sh C r e a m e r y 
Mi lk Supp l i e r s Associa t ion in 1950; M a c r a na 
T u a i t h e (now Foro ige ) in 1952; t h c Na t iona l 
F a r m e r ' s Associa t ion (now I .F .A . ) in 1955; the 
F a r m A p p r e n t i c e s h i p S c h e m e in 1964; the F a r m 
P a r t n e r s h i p Adv i so ry S c h e m e in 1978; t he Na t iona l 
C o - O p e r a t i v e F a r m Relief Services L t d . in 1980. It 
also he lped in the r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t of C r e d i t U n i o n s 
in 1949, a n d in i t ia ted the c a m p a i g n tha t led to 
I r e l a n d ' s m e m b e r s h i p of t he E . E . C . in 1973. 

O n a local level, a n d wi th Rev. F r . Wi l l i ams as 
p r e s i d e n t , o u r c lub was successful at Supe r s t a r s in 
K i l m a i n e last M a r c h . C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s m u s t be 
e x t e n d e d to W a l t e r W a l d r o n w h o w o n the M a y o 
W e l d i n g C o m p e t i t o n , s p o n s o r e d and hos ted by 
Bernie F r e y n e of t he W e l d i n g C e n t r e , K n o x St ree t , 
Bernie F r e y n e p r e s e n t e d h i m with a n e w welder . 
W a l t e r t h e n w e n t o n to r ep re sen t M a y o in the All-
I r e l and finals at the S p r i n g S h o w . O n the 14th April 
we had a successful social at which we raffled a 
He re fo rd bul l calf a n d m a n y o t h e r pr izes . A word of 
t hanks to eve ryone w h o c o n t r i b u t e d spo t -p r izes for 
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the occasion. A t e a m cons is t ing of T o m m i e L y n c h , 
Walter W a l d r o n a n d S e a m u s W a l d r o n pa r t i c ipa t ed 
in a F a r m T a s k s C o m p e t i t i o n in M a y o A b b e y in 
June a n d took second place in M a y o . I n M a y of th is 
year we h a d a very successful a n d colourful s t a n d at 
Ballyhaunis T r a d e Fai r . I n A u g u s t , we had a team" 
in thc J u n i o r C h a m b e r c o m p e t i t i o n and we were 
just bea t en ou t of t he finals by the 'Ho lywe l l 
Heade r s ' . 

W c h a d o u r A . G . M . in S e p t e m b e r , in accord wi th 
other M a c r a c lubs . T h i s year we p lan to take pa r t in 
more c o m p e t i t i o n s , i nc lud ing qu izes , d r a m a , l ight -
e n t e r t a i n m e n t , fa rm tasks a n d s tock- judg ing . W e 
also i n t e n d to organise even t s in t he c o m m u n i t y to 
give people a b e t t e r ins ight in to w h a t M a c r a is all 
about . At t he m o m e n t , t he C l u b m e m b e r s t ravel to 
Cla remorr i s s w i m m i n g pool every M o n d a y even ing . 
After mee t ings , which are held on a for tnight ly basis , 
we hold a qu iz wh ich always p roves to b e en joyable . 
After C h r i s t m a s we p lan to r u n a soccer league for 
m e m b e r s . 

A l t h o u g h still in its infancy, M a c r a has h a d 
already q u i t e a few r e m a r k a b l e a c h i e v e m e n t s . W e 
also get good he lp f rom o u r C o u n t y E x e c u t i v e , 
which m e e t s once a m o n t h in Cas t l eba r . M e m b e r s 
from every c lub m u s t a t t e n d each C o u n t y M e e t i n g . 

I n M a c r a we will we lcome a n y o n e t o o u r 
mee t ings , a n d anyone over t he age of 17 is el igible to 
join. As you will have g a t h e r e d by n o w , we h a v e such 
a wide r ange of activit ies tha t we have s o m e t h i n g to 
suit e v e r y b o d y . C o m e a long to o u r nex t m e e t i n g a n d 
sec for yourself. 

N o r e e n O ' R e i l l y 
( S e c r e t a r y ) 

T h e following officers were e lected 1 9 8 4 / ' 8 5 : 
P r e s i d e n t 
Vice P r e s i d e n t 
C h a i r p e r s o n 
V . - C h a i r p e r s o n 
S e c r e t a r y 
Asst . S e c . 
T r e a s u r e r 

J o h n O ' C o n n o r , O . S . A . 
. . . M r . Bill M u l l i g a n 
T o m m i e L y n c h , Holywel l 
W a l t e r W a l d r o n , Holywel l 
N o r e e n O 'Rei l ly , Holywel l 

M a r t i n a F i n n , C l o o n t u m p e r 
Pe te r B r o w n , K n o x S t ree t 

P . R . O Alta R e g a n , Ag lo ragh 
C o m m i t t e e M e m b e r s : 
Audrey R y a n , Ollie C r i b b e n , H a r r i e t O 'Re i l ly , 
Mary R egan , Paul Sykes , M a r y Te re sa M a d d e n . 

P. RUANE 
Radio and T.V. Dealer 
Repairs A Speciality 

• • ik-

A g e n t f o r A m a s t r a d C o m p u t e r s 
M a i n N o v u m D e a l e r s 

T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaun i s 129 
S.T.D. (0907) 30129 

WESTERN BRAND 
CHICKENS LTD. 

Ballyhaunis - Co . Mayo 

t-'i'i 
Fresh and Frozen Chickens Daily 

Turkeys A Speciality 

*** 
Telephone: Bal lyhaunis 69 

S.T.D. (0907) 30069 

Page 4 3 



SOUNDINGS 

B a l l y h a u n i s C o m m u n i t y P l a y g r o u p 

B A L L Y H A U N I S C O M M U N I T Y P L A Y G R O U P 

T h e Bal lyhaunis C o m m u n i t y P l a y g r o u p is 
enjoying c o n t i n u i n g success in t he C o n v e n t of 
M e r c y Bui ld ings . T h e A . G . M . was he ld on 4 t h 
October , 1984 and the following officers were elected: 

Off icers: 
Cha i rpe rson M r s . A n n S h a n n o n 
Secretary M r s . M a r y C u m i s k e y 
T r e a s u r e r M r s . M a r y K e a n e 
P . R . O M r s . A n n e H o r a n 

I t was dec ided to hold a fund- ra i s ing e v e n t to keep 
a n d he lp p rov ide add i t iona l educa t iona l e q u i p m e n t . 
Ear ly p lans were m a d e for t he A n n u a l C h r i s t m a s 
Pa r ty . 

M r . C o l m B y r n e , H e a l t h E d u c a t i o n Officer, 
W e s t e r n Hea l t h Board is p l a n n i n g a series of talks 
for the parents of playgroup age children in conjunction 
wi th the M a y o Branch of t he I r i sh P r e - S c h o o l 
P l a g r o u p Associat ion. Possible topics i nc lude Chi ld 
D e v e l o p m e n t 0-5 years . D a t e s a n d venues are yet to 
be dec ided and at t he m o m e n t Ba l lyhaun is is be ing 
cons ide red as a possible venue . 
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CURLEY'S 
Clare Street - Ballyhaunis 

t t t 

Lounge Bar, 
Wholesale Fruit Distributor 

t t t 

T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaun i s 77 
S .T .D. (0907) 30077 
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T h e G r o u p wh ich won the C o m p e t i t i o n for T o w n s no t e x c e e d i n g fifteen t h o u s a n d p o p u l a t i o n 
a t t hc C o r k I n t e r n a t i o n a l M u s i c a n d Folk Fes t iva l , M a y 1984 

Back Row (1 to r ) : M i c h a e l B r o g a n , M i c h a e l B y r n e , M a r t i n N a u g h t o n , S e a m u s F o r d e , O l ive r 
J o r d a n , (Tony F l y n n a b s e n t f r o m p h o t o g r a p h ) . 
M i d d l e Row: A n n M a r i e E a g n e y , K a r i n a King , M o i r a D e l a n e y , E v a J o h n s t o n , M a r g a r e t 
H a n n a n , X a n t h a P r a t t . 
F r o n t Row: L a u r a B r o g a n , U n a S h i e l d s , P a u l i n e M c G a r r y , A n n a B u t l e r , I ta F a h e y . 

S T . P A T R I C K ' S V I N C E N T 
D E P A U L C O N F E R E N C E 

Weekly mee t ings are he ld at Parochia l H o u s e . As 
d o w n t h r o u g h the m a n y years of its ex is tence the 
conference conce rned itself over t he past year wi th 
he lp ing ou t the needy , visi t ing old people l iving 
alone. Regu la r vis i ta t ion to Cas t l eba r Hosp i t a l s is 
a n o t h e r feature of t he work a n d this is m u c h 
apprec ia t ed by all pa t i en t s from this locali ty. At 
Na t iona l level d e m a n d s o n the Society of St. V incen t 
D e Pau l are grea te r now than at any t ime s ince the 
famine years. T h i s is d u e to t he very h igh level of 
u n e m p l o y m e n t in ci t ies , a n d o t h e r areas of t hc 
c o u n t r y wi th resu l t an t misery and pove r ty . T h c 
d e m a n d to he lp those in such need is grea t . O u r 
conference again wou ld like to t hank the peop le of 
Bal lyhaunis and adjoining par i shes for the i r grea t 
generos i ty each year and ex t end C h r i s t m a s g ree t ings 
to all. 

Off icers: 
President Ol iver L e v i n s 
Spi r i tua l D i rec to r . . Rev . F r . P . Cos te l lo , P . P . 
Vice President L u k e L a w l e r 
T r e a s u r e r Sr . M a r y D y m p n a 
Secretary M a t t O ' D w y e r 

C A N T A I R I B E A L A T H A H - A M H N A I S 
T h e Madr iga l G r o u p were founded in the win te r 

of 1981. I n the b e g i n n i n g we sang old bal lads in four, 
five o r six par t h a r m o n y u n a c c o m p a n i e d b u t later 
o u r r epe r to i r e x p a n d e d to inc lude m a n y m o d e r n 
p o p u l a r pieces. 

W e have pe r fo rmed at n u m e r o u s char i ty 
funct ions bes ides ou r A n n u a l C h r i s t m a s Caro l 
Reci tal in the Augus t in i an A b b e y which we hope to 
have again th is year. P r o m p t e d by ou r success at the 
N a v a n M u s i c Fest ival last N o v e m b e r , we en te red 
the C o r k In t e rna t iona l M u s i c a n d Folk Festival at 
C o r k Ci ty Hal l in M a y , 1984. T h e h ighl igh t of ou r 
exis tence to da te was t hc h o n o u r we b r o u g h t to ou r 
t own w h e n we were a w a r d e d first place in thc sect ion 
for t o w n s wi th a popu la t i on not exceed ing 15,000. 

W i t h o u r c o n d u c t o r and musical d i rec to r , Paul ine 
M c G a r r y t hc g r o u p n o w is A n n M a r i e Eagney , 
Ka r ina K i n g , M o i r a D e l a n e y , Eva J o h n s t o n , 
M a r g a r e t H a n n a n , X a n t h a P ra t t , L a u r a Brogan , 
LIna Sh ie lds , A n n a But l e r , I ta F a h e y , M a u r e e n 
T h o r n t o n , M a r y Q u i n n , Michae l Brogan , Michae l 
Byrne , Ivan Free ley , M a r t i n N a u g h t o n , Vincent 
Hea ly , S e a m u s F o r d e , Ol iver J o r d a n . 

O l i v e r Jo rdan 
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D I L L O N B R O S . 
(Ballyhaunis) Ltd. 

Clare Street - Ballyhaunis 
T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaun is 179 a n d 204 

S.T.D. (0907) 30179 a n d 30204 

XXX 

Builders Providers, General Merchants, 
Special is ts in: Solid Fuel Heating 

Main Agents for: 
Lomberger Solid Fuel Cookers 

Heating & Plumbing Centre 
JAMES STREET - CLAREMORRIS 

Telephone: (094) 71247 

BRIAN MUNRO 
AND SONS 

Insurance Broker 
Auctioneer & Estate Agents 

Branch Manager, Irish Permanent 
Building Society 

MAIN STREET - BALLYHAUNIS 
T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaun i s 343 

S.T.D. (0907) 30343 
H o m e Tel. No. (093) 38199 

• • • 

All risks insured: 
Homes, Farms, Business, Premises, 

Factories, Builders etc. 
Estate and Property Management 

(incl. Rent Collecting/Leasing) 

C. GARVEY MORAN 
Schoo l Suppl ies 

KNOX STREET - BALLYHAUNIS 

t t t 

S c h o o l B o o k s - S c h o o l S ta t i one ry 
Ar t Mater ia ls - Educa t i ona l A i d s 

CARDS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 79 
S.T.D. (0907) 30079 

is 
Electrical & Pump 

Services Ltd. 
KNOX STREET - BALLYHAUNIS 

• • ik-

Suppliers of Water Pumps to Group 
Schemes, Industry & Domestic Supplies 

• • * 
FOR A PROFESSIONAL JOB & AN 
EFFICIENT AFTER SALES SERVICE 

T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaun i s 226 or 341 
S.T.D. (0907) 30226 or 30341 
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BALLYHAUNIS REHAB 
(Photograph by courtesy of Jenny & Pat Glynn) 

B A L L Y H A U N I S R E - H A B I N S T I T U T E 
T h c Rehab i l i t a t ion C o m m i t t e e was fo rmed in 

Bal lyhaunis in 1978. T h e C o m m i t t e e raises funds to 
have d i sab led pe r sons for o p e n e m p l o y m e n t in the 
R e - H a b cen t r e s t h r o u g h o u t t he c o u n t r y . T h e M a y o 
centre is in Cas t lebar . D u r i n g the year the c o m m i t t e e 
have had a S p o n s o r e d Cycle P u b Q u i z , C h u r c h G a t e 
Collection a n d Socials ra is ing £ 1 , 7 0 0 . In O c t o b e r , 
they invi ted a g r o u p of d isab led from Eniski l len and 
Omagh u n d e r the ausp ices of C o - O p N o r t h on 
arrival they had d i n n e r in thc Cen t r a l Ho te l . T h e 
C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s of Ba l lyhaunis R e - H a b 
enter ta ined t h e m in the i r h o m e s a n d b r o u g h t t h e m 
to Ashford Cast le a n d had a very enjoyable I r i sh 
night in t h e H o r s e Shoe I n n . M a n y f r iendsh ips were 
formed a n d m a n y of thc g r o u p h o p e to rc-vis i t 
Ballyhaunis. A n y o n e wish ing to join R e - H a b shou ld 
contact any of t he c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s . 

O F F I C E R S : 
Chairperson L u k e L a w l o r 
Secretary U n a Sh ie lds 

Treasurer Breda Burke 
Committee Members : 
Theresa K e a n e , M a r y K e a n e , M a r y Kel ly , M a r y 
Timoney, Nel l R o ch fo r d , M a r g e Ga l l aghe r , M a r y 
Di l lon-Leetch , Sr . D y m p n a , T h e r e s a C o n w a y , 
Marie Conne l l , M a r y Wa l sh a n d Joe Hos ty . 

U n a Shields 
(Secretary) 

B A L L Y H A U N I S R . F . C . 
Bal lyhaunis R u g b y Foo tba l l C l u b at its A n n u a l 

G e n e r a l M e e t i n g elected the following officers:-

President Pe te r Ga l l aghe r 
F ix tu res Sec H u g h Cur ley 

H o n . Sec Billy Phi l l ips 
T r e a s u r e r J o h n HanK \ 

T e a m Capta in J im Browne 
T h e c lub has c o n t i n u e d to d ev e l o p and m a n y new 

players have joined rep lac ing those who have Left the 
t o w n or re t i red . It is pleasing to no te tha t t he c lub ' s 
you th policy is at last pay ing d iv idends wi th many 
y o u n g players c o m m a n d i n g regular places on the 
junior panel . 

T h e league c a m p a i g n for 1 9 8 4 / ' 8 5 has s tar ted 
successfully wi th four good wins u n d e r ou r belt . T h e 
players are m o r e t han anx ious to d o well in the 
league this season. 

T r a i n i n g for all p layers takes place on T u e s d a y 
and T h u r s d a y n igh t s u n d e r f loodl ights wi th showers 
a f t e rwards . N e w players , expe r i enced or no t , are 
always m a d e feel we l come to join us . 

T h c c lub survives f inancially by m e a n s of a very 
successful 100 c lub d r a w a n d by ho ld ing socials 
t h r o u g h o u t the year. 

Final ly a w o r d of t hanks to t he M u r p h y ' s for the 
use of t he playing field, to M i c k and M a r y M o r r i s for 
thc use of thei r p remises and to all ou r s u p p o r t e r s in 
the Bal lyhaunis area for the i r c o n t i n u e d and loyal 
S U p p 0 r t B i l l y Phi l l ips (Sec.) 
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B A L L Y H A U N I S S W I M M I N G P O O L 
T h e recipe for success for t h e Bal lyhaunis 

S w i m m i n g Pool is a long ho t s u m m e r a n d an over 
a b u n d a n c e of c h i l d r e n , a n d this year t he L o r d 
p rov ided the former a n d the people of Bal lyhaunis 
t he la t ter . So it is wi th grea t p leasure t h a t we record 
1984 as t he mos t successful year ever in t h e h i s to ry of 
the S w i m m i n g Pool . 

Success in the pool was m o r e t h a n adequa t e ly 
m a t c h e d by the success of t hc y o u t h e m p l o y m e n t 
s chemes which had the pool in excel lent cond i t i on , 
wi th the provis ion of a g r een area for s u n b a t h i n g , 
a m p l e sea t ing for p a t r o n s , and the u p g r a d i n g of t he 
d ress ing r o o m s which n o w have lockers e tc . All of 
this laid t hc founda t ions for o p t i m u m use a n d auger s 
well for fu r the r d e v e l o p m e n t in t he years ahead . 

Whi l e it is easy to record success in t hc mater ia l 
a n d manager ia l side of the pool , t hc real a ch i evemen t 
th is year was the n u m b e r of ch i ld ren w h o l ea rned to 
sw im u n d e r the g u i d a n c e of o u r l i feguards D e i r d r c 
D u r k a n and Or la Phi l l ips . Of even g rea te r 
i m p o r t a n c e is t he n u m b e r of c h i l d r e n a n d y o u n g 
adu l t s w h o c o m p l e t e d the course in l i fe-saving. A 
total of f if ty-seven, t he h ighes t f igure for M a y o , have 
by n o w received the i r cert if icates of c o m p e t e n c e in 
l ife-saving. I s n ' t it n ice to r ecord tha t o u r ch i ld ren 
are n o w t ra ined to save lives a n d t h a t s o m e t i m e 
d u r i n g the i r life they may have the o p p o r t u n i t y of 
us ing the i r qual i f icat ion, received o n a long ho t 
s u m m e r , in a small s w i m m i n g pool in ou r t o w n , 
Bal lyhaunis . 

T h e c o m m i t t e e wou ld like to take th i s o p p o r t u n i t y 
to t hank all those people w h o have he lped by giving 
of the i r t i m e , ene rgy a n d ta lent a n d to those w h o 
have c o n t r i b u t e d t h r o u g h s p o n s o r s h i p of pub l i c 
sea t ing , s h r u b s , flowers and pa in t . 

Hopefu l ly we will c o n t i n u e to enjoy th is s u p p o r t 
a n d goodwil l and tha t fu ture r epor t s will record even 
m o r e success in all facets of Ba l lyhaun is S w i m m i n g 
Pool ! 

Off icers: 
C h a i r m a n S t e p h e n D u r k a n 

T r e a s u r e r s . . . J o h n M o o n e y , Eliz. J o r d a n 
Secretary M a r g a r e t Byrne 

Margare t B y r n e 

RYAN'S 
Super Valu 

B A L L Y H A U N I S - C O . M A Y O 

for 
Quality - Value - Service 

and 
Low - Low - Low Prices 

FREE DELIVERY 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 359 
S.T.D. (0907) 30359 

ANNAGH '85 
Please send Articles, Poems, 

Sketches, Photographs etc. 
before 1st October 1985 

to: 
Jim Lundon, 

Knock Road, Ballyhaunis, 
Co. Mayo. 



SOUNDINGS 
W E S T E R N C A R E R E P O R T 

1984 has been t h e mos t significant year in t h e 
history of t he Bal lyhaunis Branch of W e s t e r n C a r e . 
It has seen thc i naugu ra t i on of a u n i q u e Day C e n t r e 
for a small n u m b e r of men ta l ly h a n d i c a p p e d a d u l t s . 
It is u n i q u e wi th in the c o u n t y a n d , as far as we k n o w , 
within the c o u n t r y as it d e p e n d s a lmos t en t i re ly on 
the voluntary ass is tance of local people w h o p r o v i d e 
help in the cen t r e itself and t r a n s p o r t for t he t r a inees 
to and f rom the cen t re . 

This t i m e last year wc were just a b o u t to get u n d e r 
way in one room of t he Pr ies t ' s H o u s e on thc K n o c k 
Road. H e a t h e r O 'Rei l ly was the full t ime qual i f ied 
Centre S u p e r v i s o r , ably assis ted by two vo lun tee r s 
per shift o rgan i sed on a m o r n i n g / a f t e r n o o n basis . 
One year la ter the cen t r e opera tes in m u c h the s ame 
way with o n e or two significant differences: firstly 
Heather sadly had to leave us shor t ly after C h r i s t m a s 
following a b e r e a v e m e n t . S h e has b e e n rep laced by 
thc popu la r Miss Bern ie W a l s h f rom K i l t i m a g h w h o 
has been an insp i ra t ion for all; second ly , because of 
the wonder fu l c o m m i t m e n t of all ou r vo lun tee r s we 
have conv inced thc m a n a g e m e n t of W e s t e r n C a r e 
that we are fully dese rv ing of the i r s u p p o r t . As a 
result we have n o w take over t he who le of t hc g r o u n d 
floor of t h e Pr ies t ' s H o u s e so t h a t t h c cen t r e n o w has 
full k i t chen a n d b a t h r o o m facilities as well as 
spacious work a n d rec rea t ion areas . F o r th is 
i m p o r t a n t d e v e l o p m e n t we a c k n o w l e d g e t h e 
generous co -ope ra t i on a n d e n c o u r a g e m e n t of F r . 
McMylcr a n d F r . Wa l she . W i t h t hc increased space 
now available a second full t ime qualif ied supe rv i so r 
has been a p p o i n t e d a n d the n u m b e r of t r a inees 
(presently four) will be g radua l ly increased to e igh t . 

T h e success of t he cen t r e a n d above all t h e 
unfailing s u p p o r t of o u r local vo lun tee r s has led 
Western C a r e to act ive cons ide ra t i on of vocat ional 
training or w o r k s h o p facilities for t h e adu l t 
handicapped in thc Bal lyhaunis area. It w o u l d be 
disappoint ing if th i s t ime next year t he re was not 
something concre te to r epo r t on th i s . 

In thc longer t e r m , W e s t e r n C a r e have g iven a 
commitment to t he d e v e l o p m e n t of res ident ia l 
facilities in Bal lyhaunis for t he h a n d i c a p p e d . 

Perhaps you migh t r e m e m b e r the grea t t h ings 
quietly going on w h e n it comes to nex t years A n n u a l 
Collection. R e m e m b e r t h a t , l a rge ly t h r o u g h 
voluntary he lp , these y o u n g adu l t s are go ing ho r se 
riding and s w i m m i n g weekly , arc l ea rn ing d o m e s t i c 
skills in the h o m e s of o u r vo lun t ee r s , are do ing a bit 
of gardening as well as l ea rn ing s o m e of t he basics of 
personal hyg iene , l anguage d e v e l o p m e n t a n d so on . 
The more you can show your s u p p o r t by y o u r 

financial c o n t r i b u t i o n the m o r e W e s t e r n C a r e are 
likely to invest in us . 

T h e fund- ra i s ing work of t h c B r a n c h has been 
c o n t i n u i n g . J o h n Cleary r an for us in t he 1983 
D u b l i n Ci ty M a r a t h o n a n d again th is year . Just 
before the '84 M a r a t h o n we o rgan i sed a Social as a 
m e a n s of s p o n s o r i n g J o h n for his r u n a n d we like to 
th ink tha t a m o s t successful and enjoyable event 
(which raised £ 5 3 9 ) he lped J o h n on his way to 
complete his fourth successive Dub l in City Mara thon! 

O u r A n n u a l Eas te r Fas t in t h c S q u a r e raised a 
total of £ 2 , 0 5 7 - th is s u m inc ludes p roceeds from the 
Social held in con junc t ion wi th the Fas t . 

O u r A n n u a l Enve lope Col lec t ion realised £ 3 , 7 1 9 
in 1984. T h i s s u m rep re sen t s a dec l ine on thc figure 
for t he prev ious th ree years a n d it is to be hoped •' 
w h e n thc work of t hc local Day C e n t r e be. 
m o r e widely k n o w n , ou r A n n u a l Col lec t ion w.il 
m o r e t ru ly reflect the full s u p p o r t of t h c c o m m u n i t y . 

B R A N C H O F F I C E R S : 
C h a i r m a n M r s . I r e n e Healy 
Secre ta ry M r s . Ri ta H a n n o n 
T r e a s u r e r M r s . M a r y M o r r i s 
De lega tes to Counc i l : 
M r . E a m o n Healy a n d M r . C h r i s P ra t t . 

ROCHFORD 
MOTORS 

Knock Road, Ballyhaunis 

t t t 

Multi-Dealer, Finance Arranged 

7 Day Petrol 8.30 a.m. - 10.30 p.m. 
Lowest Petrol Prices in Town 

Personal Attention 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 163 
S.T.D. (0907) 30163 
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Miss M a r y C o m e r , P r e s i d e n t J u n i o r C h a m b e r I r e l a n d p r e s e n t s t he S e a n 
F r e y n e P e r p e t u a l T r o p y to A n n e M a r r i n a n 'Chapter P e r s o n of thc Year ' . 

Also i nc luded is R i t a L u n d o n , P r e s i d e n t B a l l y h a u n i s J u n i o r C h a m b e r . 

J U N I O R C H A M B E R 

O n D e c e m b e r 7 th , 1983 the following officers of D e b a t i n g . R e p r e s e n t i n g the ' A ' t eam were Michael 
t he n e w execut ive of J u n i o r C h a m b e r were e lected G r o g a n (capt . ) , E d d i e C a m p b e l l , Brian H a r r i n g t o n . 
P res iden t R i t a L u n d o n E a m o n Healy. ' R e p r e s e n t i n g the ' B ' t eam were Mat t 
Secre ta ry A n n M a r r i n a n O ' D w y e r ( c a p t . ) , J im L u n d o n , Paul ine Gallagher 
Record Sec Padra ig Lee and Padra ig Lee . 

T r e a s u r e r D o n a l F l y n n At th is s tage, y o u n g and old were in t ra in ing tor 
Legal C o u n s e l E a m o n n Healy t h c l i r s t e v e r ' o r g a n i s e d ) J u n i o r C h a m b e r 
p ^ q p r e e [ e , C o m m u n i t y Relay Race. It was held on Sunday, 

M a r c h 18th. 93 people or 51 t eams took par t . Each 
O n that same n igh t projects tor the year were l e a m c o n s i s t e d o f a c v c l i s t i a r u n n e r a n d a w a l k c r 

discussed and l a u n c h e d . T h e c y d c r o u t c w a s g m i l c s t h c w a l k 2 miles and the 
Soon the C h r i s t m a s spiri t was to be felt and Mike r u n for 4 mi les . T h e r e were t h r ee w i n n i n g teams: 

Griffin wi th J u n i o r C h a m b e r m e m b e r s and town 
t r ade r s e rec ted a C h r i s t m a s T r e e in the S q u a r e . 1. T o m m i e M o r a n / A n n e C r i b b i n / G e r a l d O'Connel l . 

F u n d s were needed so at a Disco in the Horse 2 - 1 5 J e n n i n g s , / M T . Cleary N o r e e n O'Boyle 
Shoe I n n on F r i d a y , 27 th J anua ry ' T h e Baby Face 3 - R o b b i e H e r r / M r s . Pat G r o g a n / A l a n Delaney 
C o m p e t i t i o n ' was l aunched . I t was sponso red by ' Pa r en t s wi th their ch i ld ren were at this stage-
M r . T a d h g Buckley and thanks to t he 'once u p o n a f inishing the re laxing s w i m m i n g sessions in 
t ime bab i e s ' - Michae l \X'ebb, J o h n O ' D w y e r , C l a r e m o r r i s pool . 
S e a m u s D u r k a n , M a t t O ' D w v e r , John Ga l l aghe r , . , . 
. „ . . o , , . , T • . O n M o n d a v n m h t , April 16th, Junior ( hamht i 
Joe Frce lev , Val Bvrne , Michae l Cleary, Jun ior , • ' •' iZ u L u • a , m e m b e r s with manv o the r quah ted peon c traveled 
C h a m b e r became a v ibrant o rgan isa t ion . At a , „ r i « . . * . j j . ' . 
r . , ^ . , . 7 , 1 Q , , n „ to L r l e n a m a d d v to car ry out mock interviews n< 
unc t ion in the ( .cnt ra l on M a r c h 18th, Pat . . . -

„ —, c * I -.u linn U 1 1 S ' " d e e d m u c h apprec ia ted b \ the s tuden t s and D o n n e lan, C a r e St ree t was p resen ted wi th / 1 0 0 . , c . . . . . * \ 
. . r . the Sis ters ot M c r c v in G l e n a m a d d \ . Pat was the w i n n e r ot the compe t i t i on . 

, , . . . , . _ , , The, good old days in Junior Chamber were talked M e a n w h i l e o the r Jun ior C h a m b e r m e m b e r s were , * • •' 
. . . , • u . i • about on the night ot the Regional Meeting, ( h e n enjoying a dual d e b a t i n g success , by w i n n i n g the i r 

way t h r o u g h to the second r o u n d of Na t iona l 
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were n ine past p re s iden t s p resen t a m o n g s t invi ted 
people from K i l t i m a g h , G a l w a y , W e s t p o r t , E n g l a n d 
America a n d G u i l e r s . 

A r r a n g e m e n t s and p lans were well u n d e r w a y for 
the fo r thcoming C o m m u n i t y Week . It was a week of 
sport and crack for ch i ld ren and adul t s . In excess of 
seventy ch i ld ren took par t in the M o n d a y L e a d e r 
Hunt . It was w o n by Dav id N e s t o r , D o n a l D e l a n e y , 
Sinead L u n d o n and G r a h a m Cleary . O n T u e s d a y 
one h u n d r e d and fifty ch i l d r en took par t in canoe ing 
on the river and on W e d n e s d a y over e igh ty ch i ld ren 
took par t in thc ' K n o w Bal lyhaunis ' Q u i z . The 
winners in the U - 1 0 Sec t ion were Brian F r e y n e , 
I.orna Higg ins , C o r m a c O ' C o n n o r . T h e U - l 5 
winners were Olivia H i g g i n s , Regina Higg ins and 
Robert F i n n . 

T h e adul t s even t s got u n d e r w a y on W e d n e s d a y 
when the mixed soccer t o u r n a m e n t c o m m e n c e d . 
Curley's Bar r ep re sen t ed by A n n C u r l e y (capt . ) , 
Brendan Mor r i s sey , J o h n D u r k a n , E a m o n M u r r e n , 
Anne H e n r y , H e l e n H e n r y , Gabr ie l l c McGee 
defeated Holywel l R a n g e r s in an exci t ing final. 
Holywell Range r s represen ta t ives were Noel le 
Keegan (capt . ) , E a m o n Hea ly , Alice Free ley , 
Michael C o n w a y , G a r y C o n w a y and Clai re Griff in . 

T h u r s d a y , 23 rd was a beaut i ful Augus t day a n d all 
roads led to t he Go l f C l u b to d i scover the 
undiscovered golf ta lent in t hc t own . T h e s ights and 
sounds from the golf c lub were e n o u g h to p rove tha t 
the one h u n d r e d and n ine peop le w h o p layed in the 
P ro -Am enjoyed t h c day. T h e winne r s for t he day 
were D o r o t h y D u r k a n , M a r t i n G a v i n and Michae l 
Glynn. T h c best ladies pr ize was won by M r s . Peggy 
Lyons and the best gen t s was w o n by Ja r l a th F a h y . A 
special pr ize was a w a r d e d to D e n n y Swift. 

Because of t he great in teres t in thc six mile road 
race, t he race had to be d iv ided , this year in to two 
sections. T h c spo r t ing sect ion was w o n by the 
Rugby C l u b whose first th ree r u n n e r s were T o m 
flately, D a v e W a l s h and T o m Flate ly , cross ing the 
line hand in h a n d - W h e r e was the p h o t o g r a p h e r ? 

The bus iness sect ion was w o n by the Reta i le rs . 
Details arc s i tua ted e l sewhere in thc magaz ine . 

O n M o n d a y m o r n i n g , S e p t e m b e r 3 r d , 
Ballyhaunis J u n i o r C h a m b e r was h o n o u r e d by a 
visit of t he W o r l d P res iden t of Jaycccs In t e rna t i ona l , 
Mr. Joe M u r p h y . H e was a c c o m p a n i e d by M r . C o n 
O'Neill, D e p u t y Na t iona l P res iden t . 

O n c e a g a i n t h e J u n i o r C h a m b e r s a y s 
congratulations to two m e m b e r s , K a t h l e e n H u n t 
and A n n M a r r i n a n , w h o ce lebra ted the i r 21st 
birthdays d u r i n g the year. 

The C o m m u n i t y School was the venue for thc 
Seminar on D r u g Abuse and Alchol i sm. It was held 

SOUNDINGS 
on W e d n e s d a y n igh t , S e p t e m b e r 26 th . Q u e s t i o n -
aires were d i s t r i bu ted to all pupi l s in the C o m m u n i t y 
Schoo l . In t h e region of t h r e e h u n d r e d adul t s 
a t t e n d e d t he S e m i n a r and it was addressed by four 
speakers . T h e first speaker was t he A.A. m e m b e r 
and he re la teed his expe r i ence wi th a lcohol and his 
en t ry in to A.A. T h e A l - A n o n speaker e m p h a s i s e d 
t he s u p p o r t she gets f rom her con tac t wi th o the r 
m e m b e r s of A l - A n o n . T h e message c o m i n g t h r o u g h 
was tha t t he alchol ic is suffering from a disease and 
needs u n d e r s t a n d i n g . M r . C h r i s P r a t t (Chairman) 
e n c o u r a g e d d i scuss ion from the floor a n d many 
w o r t h w h i l e obse rva t ions were m a d e by those in 
a t t e n d a n c e . De t ec t i ve H u g h H y n e s of t he D r u g 
S q u a d add re s sed t he a u d i e n c e a b o u t the g rowing 
p rob lem of d rug abuse in Ireland. H e gave information 
abou t different types of d r u g s and exp la ined t hc role 
of t hc d r u g s q u a d in dea l ing wi th the p u s h e r and 
addic t . 

D r . M a e v e Powell exp la ined the c o n s e q u e n c e of 
d r u g t a k i n g a n d e m p h a s i s e d t h e e m o t i o n a l 
d e p e n d a n c e of t he addic t on t he d r u g . She said tha t 
her work in C o o l m i n e s had led her to m a n y pa r t s of 
the c o u n t r y a n d she s ta ted tha t she knew tha t so far 
in I r e l a n d t w e n t y y o u n g peop le had died from 
sniffing appa ren t l y ha rmless s u b s t a n c e s . 

S h e e n c o u r a g e d Ba l lyhaunis p a r e n t s to take 
posi t ive ac t ion to p ro tec t t he t eenage m e m b e r s of 
the i r familes . 

T w o p a r e n t p ro t ec t i on g r o u p s have been formed 
since. T h e i r success d e p e n d s on each one of us . 

W e d n e s d a y n igh t , N o v e m b e r 7 th , thc Na t iona l 
P r e s i d e n t addresses t hc mee t ing . S h e spoke abou t 
t hc benef i ts of J u n i o r C h a m b e r as a t r a in ing and 
d e v e l o p m e n t o rgan isa t ion and how these benefi ts 
are re la ted in o u r work area a n d in c o m m u n i c a t i n g 
wi th people . S h e t h e n p r e sen t ed t he A n n a g h 
magaz ine c o m m i t t e e wi th a Na t iona l A w a r d . T h e 
award was for t he o u t s t a n d i n g en t ry in the award for 
Exte rna l C o m m u n i c a t i o n s . 

A n n e M a r r i n a n was voted C h a p t e r Person of the 
Year and was p r e s e n t e d wi th t he Sean F r e y n e 
T r o p h y . A n n e was and is a totally ded ica t ed and 
involved m e m b e r of Jun ior C h a m b e r . Congratula t ions 
A n n e and every h a p p i n e s s in y o u r success . 

As a m a r k of app rec i a t ion for s u p p o r t , e n c o u r a g e 
m e n t and he lp d u r i n g t he year , F r . O ' C o n n o r was 
m a d e an honora ry m e m b e r - w e l c o m e to t he c lub , 
you arc n o w ' o n e of o u r o w n ' . 

T h e end of t he year is d r a w i n g to a close so I as 
P re s iden t of J u n i o r C h a m b e r would like to t hank the 
m e m b e r s of t he o rgan i sa t ion for m a k i n g t he pas t 
year , lively, en t e r t a in ing and in te res t ing . A special 
word of t h a n k s to A n n e M a r r i n a n , Secre ta ry ; M a r y 
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Visit to B a l l y h a u n i s of W o r l d P r e s i d e n t of J u n i o r C h a m b e r , M r . Joe M u r p h y 
Left to R igh t : S e n a t o r J i m Higg ins , A n n e M a r r i n a n , M r . V incen t M c D e r m o t t A.I .B. , M r . Joe 
M u r p h y , M r . R o b b i e M c N a b b , M r s . R i t a L u n d o n , P r e s i d e n t B a l l y h a u n i s J u n i o r C h a m b e r , 

M r . C o n O 'Nei l l , D e p u t y P r e s i d e n t J u n i o r C h a m b e r I r e l a n d . 

Freeley, P . R . O . , R o b b i e M c N a b b , Pro jec ts L e a d e r ; A P O S T O L I C W O R K , B A L L Y H A U N I S 
J i m L u n d o n , C o m m i t t e e ; K a t h l e e n H u n t and , , . . . „ ., . „ . < 
Re ina H u n : a m n a P P y t 0 r e P o r t l n a t Bal lyhaunis Branch ol 

Aposto l ic workers had a very successful year. 
O n behal f of the organisa t ion I wou ld like to t h a n k , , •• . c i n u j- i 

c i—. , u TA i v T It was del ightful to see all t he g a r m e n t s on display 
S e a m u s D u r k a n , S t e p h e n D u r k a n , F r . J. O C o n n o r , . . . A , c . . . . . . £ . . . . . , , \ 
r . , , ~ , ft „ at t he A n n u a l Exh ib i t i on . I he Exh ib i t i on was held 
D r . Michae l Cleary , J o h n Clearv . O u r sponso r s , , n , . . u „ . T . , ,, . 
C , . . . J n c / . j I I , in the Parochia l Hal l in Ju ly and was well s u p p o r t e d . 
Elect r ic a n d P u m p Services L t d . , H u g h and - f f 

Michae l Cur l ey , Ha la l , Bank of I r e l and , U l s t e r Bank All these g a r m e n t s and c h u r c h requis tes are sent 
and Allied I r i sh Banks . Special t h a n k s to M r . Joe to t he Miss ionar i e s all over the wor ld . Every year the 
Free ley , staff of t he C e n t r a l H o t e l , M a r y and M i c k appea ls increase and Ba l lyhaunis Branch are happy 
M o r r i s , thc local G a r d a i , M r . Mick O ' C o n n e l l , to be able to mee t some of t h e m . 

W e s t e r n Peop le , C o n n a u g h t T e l e g r a p h a n d C a s h i n a Min i -Vig i l was held in K n o c k in J u n e for 

P r in t i ng Services L t d . Aposto l ic W o r k e r s . It was c o n d u c t e d by Fa the r 

R i t a L u n d o n H a r r y Bell, S . M . A . and F r . P. Wi l l i ams w h o was 

P r e s i d e n t , 1984 C u r a t e in Ba l lyhaunis at t he t i m e . T h e r e was a large 
a t t e n d a n c e of Act ive and H o n o r a r y M e m b e r s 

SftAAMAAAAAAA/^iAMiAíWSrWAAAAAAAAAAAA/ p r e sen t . 

W e are g r . eful to the t eachers a n d pupi l s of our 
P r i m a r y School w h o organ ise even t s and give 

The following books by F r . J o h n O ' C o n n o r , p roceeds to Apos to l ic W o r k . 

O . S A (of St . M a r y ' s A b b e y , Bal lyhaunis) arc T h e b r a n c h mee t s each M o n d a y n ight in Parochial 
available f rom the au tho r : H o m c f m m g 0 Q p m t Q W Q 0 p m a n d w o u , d ^ 

S t . M a r y ' s A b b e y - B a l l y h a u n i s (pr ice £ 2 . 0 0 ) de l igh ted wi th n e w m e m b e r s . 

\ n d T h e H i l l s L o o k O n (A Catho l ic P r ayc r -Book) O f f i c e r s : 

(Pr ice: £ 1 . 5 0 ) P r e s i d e n t Miss May Movies 

(Postage Extra for each: Ireland - 43p and England - V i c e P r e s i d e n t M r s . K a t h l e e n F inn 

S e c r e t a r y Bridie B r e n n a n 

Postage Extra for each: Ireland and England: 43p T r e a s u r e r Peg Byrne 
Europe: 70p Elsewhere: 1 dollar. „ . .. 

r ' B r i d i e B r e n n a n 
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Some of the organisers and guests at the Ballyhaunis Chamber of Commerce Trade Fair 

B A L L Y H A U N I S C H A M B E R O F C O M M E R C E 

F o u n d e d some five years ago the m e m b e r s have 
been very active in p r o m o t i n g i m p r o v e m e n t s in t he 
town and s u r r o u n d i n g area. M o n t h l y m e e t i n g s are 
well a t t e n d e d and m e m b e r s are always avai lable to 
act on de lega t ions w h e n asked. T h i s year t h e 
C h a m b e r were active a n d u n d e r t o o k the fol lowing. 

A D i n n e r D a n c e was he ld in the Ec l ipse Ba l l room 
in J a n u a r y and th is was well a t t e n d e d a n d r e g a r d e d 
as the social even t of t he year . 

A de lega t ion a t t e n d e d a mee t ing in F e b r u a r y in 
D u b l i n wi th M r . L i a m K a v a n a g h T . D . , M i n i s t e r for 
the E n v i r o n m e n t a n d m a d e a s t rong case for 
in l ras tu ru ra l and o t h e r i m p r o v e m e n t s in t he t o w n . 

A S h o p p i n g spree in Apr i l was well s u p p o r t e d by 
the publ ic . T h e t r a d e r s w h o sponso red this felt it 
doub led bus iness in the t o w n d u r i n g tha t pe r iod . A 
feature of this sp ree was t he d r aw for a t r i p to 
Spain and th is was w o n by a y o u n g girl f rom the 
parish. 

A T r a d e Fair in M a y su rpassed all expec t a t i ons 
with a na t i onwide a t t e n d a n c e of over 5,000 people , 
flic o rgan is ing c o m m i t t e e were gra teful "o t he 
I .D.A. for t he use of the i r factory at Too ra r ee , , o M r . 
Liam Kavanagh T . D . , Min i s t e r for the E n v i r o n m e n t 
lor open ing the fair a n d A n Tao i seach , D r . G a r r e t t 
Fitzgerald for closing thc Fai r . T h c display o n th is 
occasion was second only to D u b l i n a n d was all local 
enterprise. 

T h e A n C o survey of Ba l lyhaun i s was organised 
d u r i n g t h e S u m m e r a n d a staff o f t e n did an excel lent 
job . T h i s is n o w in book form a n d l a u n c h e d by the 
C h a m b e r in con junc t ion wi th A n C o on T h u r s d a y 
1 st N o v e m b e r . T h i s book is inva luab le as a reference 
for bus ines s or pe r sona l use . 

A r r a n g e m e n t s are n o w be ing m a d e for thc 
C h r i s t m a s l igh t ing in t he t o w n and the C o m m i t t e e 
h o p e to d o an e labora te job . 

T h e P r e s i d e n t , M r . G e r r y M c G a r r y and 
m e m b e r s c o m p l i m e n t t he E d i t o r a n d staff of 
A n n a g h M a g a z i n e and wish its m a n y readers a 
H a p p y C h r i s t m a s . 

J o h n O ' B r i e n 

m V' & '&> & V' & & & 
C h r i s t m a s Light ing 

Congratulations to all concerned in 
providing the lovely Christmas Lighting 

this year! 

J*?- V- »> » & »• 
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SOUNDINGS 

An Taoiseach, Dr. Garret Fitzgerald T.D. 
at the Ballyhaunis Chamber of Commerce Trade Fair this year. 

B A L L Y H A U N I S F I N E G A E L 
T h e focal po in t of t he Branch ' s act ivi t ies was t he 

invo lvemen t of m e m b e r s in t he second d i rec t 
e lect ion to t he E u r o p e a n Elect ion in J u n e . T h c wel l -
k n o w n s p o k e s m a n for t he cause of I r i sh fishermen, 
M r . Joe M u r r i n , Ki l lybegs , C o . D o n e g a l b e c a m e a 
very p o p u l a r c a n d i d a t e in t hc area a n d in t he process 
e n d e a r e d himsel f t o local Par ty worke r s . 

H i s respec tab le poll of 25,000 votes for his first 
ou t ing in poli t ics was rega rded by his local 
s u p p o r t e r s in Bal lyhaunis as a very re spec tab le 
showing . Both M u r r i n a n d successful c a n d i d a t e , Joe 
M c C a r t i n , L e i t r i m , were gues t s at t h e A n n u a l 
B ranch Social , wh ich was held in t hc O r c n a H o t e l , 
K n o c k a n d was a h ighly enjoyable occas ion. 

I n J u n e , t h c Bal lyhaunis I n d u s t r i a l T r a d e Fa i r 
was visited by A n Tao i seach , D r . G a r r e t t F i t zgera ld , 
w h o was we lcomed by Sena to r J i m Higg ins and 
Par ty s u p p o r t e r s w h o were de l igh ted to p rov ide a 
cavalcade of cars f rom thc coun ty b o u n d a r y for the 
visi t ing d ign i t a ry . G a r r e t t enjoyed t he occasion 
i m m e n s e l y a n d par t i c ipa ted in activit ies f rom food 
sampl ing to bar re l t h r o w i n g . 

I n O c t o b e r , the Branch were , as usua l , actively 
involved in t h e inc lus ion of M o t i o n s for t he Pa r ty 
A r d F h e i s at t he R . D . S . , D u b l i n . O n e of these 
M o t i o n s was to lobby t hc G o v e r n m e n t to c o n t i n u e 
its s u p p o r t for t he C o n n a u g h t Regional A i rpo r t and 
the second M o t i o n was r eques t ing t he M i n i s t e r for 
Agriculture to retain 40,000 acres of Land Commiss ion 
land in o r d e r to es tabl ish local co -opera t ives for 
vege tab le g r o w i n g , t h e r e b y p rov id ing e m p l o y m e n t 
for y o u n g people . 

M r . Pau l C o n n a u g h t o n , T . D . , M i n i s t e r of Sta te at 
t he D e p a r t m e n t of A g r i c u l t u r e a t t e n d e d a lively 
B r a n c h M e e t i n g and a ques t i on a n d answer session 
the C e n t r a l H o t e l , in N o v e m b e r . 

Officers for 1984 arc as following: 

President Wi l l i am Mul l i gan 
Vice Pres ident Joe W e b b 
C h a i r m a n T o m m y P r e n t y 
Vice C h a i r m a n E a m o n n Burke 
Secretary M a r y Buckley 
T r e a s u r e r s . . M i k e W e b b / M r s . B. P ren ty 

M a r y Buckley 

B A L L Y H A U N I S P . T . A . A . B R A N C H 
If you arc in te res ted in jo ining t he P ioneers you 

are w e l c o m e to d o so o n t h e last S u n d a y of each 
m o n t h . M e e t i n g s arc held in the Parochia l Hal l , 
Ba l lyhaunis at 12.15 a.m., all are we lcome . 

T h e r e was a very large a t t e n d a n c e at the A n n u a l 
D i n n e r D a n c e he ld in Church f i c ld H o u s e Ho te l , 
K n o c k . T h c M o n t h l y P ionee r M a g a z i n e is also 
available. 

President 
Secretary 
T r e a s u r e r 

Joe Byrne 
Sr . A s s u m p t a 
He len Byrne 
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M I )NDING§ 

The Cast of 'The Black Stranger' produced by St. Patrick's Dramatic Society, Ballyhaunis 

S T . P A T R I C K ' S D R A M A T I C S O C I E T Y 

C h a i r m a n A n n e H o s t y 
(Anne is also Producer of 'The Black Stranger') 

Treasu re r E l i zabe th J o r d a n 
Secretary A n n J o r d a n 

St. Pa t r i ck ' s D r a m a t i c Society is just after 

finishing a play called ' T h e Black S t r a n g e r ' wh ich 

was a great success a n d it was u n d e r t he able-

product ion of A n n e H o s t y . 

The Cast: 
Jackie G r e e n , Pa t D o y l e , M i k e Da ly , J i m m y 

Cribbin, E l i zabe th J o r d a n , Finola M o r l e y , M a t t 

O 'Dwyer , John P r e n t y , A n n J o r d a n . 

Kit Keane - M a k e U p ; J i m m y F l e m i n g - L i g h t s 

Joe Hosty - S tage M a n a g e r 

John O'Brien 
AUCTIONEER & VALUER 

• • • 

Agent for the: 
Educational Building Society 
See our selection of delph, 

china and glasses 

Main Street - Ballyhaunis 
Telephone: Ballyhaunis 88 

S.T.D. (0907) 30088 



For all Fancy Goods, Wedding Gifts 
Paints, Wallpapers etc 

JOHN DILLON 
& SONS LTD. 

Agents for: 
First National Building Society 

For all your travel requirements 

DILLON'S 
Travel Agency 

THE SQUARE, BALLYHAUNIS 
T e l e p h o n e : 21 and 269 

S .T .D . (0907) 30021/30269 

T R A D I T I O N A L M U S I C IN B A L L Y H A U N I S 
T h e r e is a great u p s u r g e of interest in t rad i t iona l 

Ir ish mus i c in Bal lyhaunis . Several bars n o w boast 
of regular ' I r i sh N i g h t s ' a n d y o u n g peop le can be 
seen, t in -whis t l e or accord ion in h a n d on the i r way 
to weekly tu i t ion . 

A major mot iva t ing force b e h i n d this m o v e m e n t is 
M r s . M a r i a n E g a n , a l t h o u g h M a r i a n herself is very 
qu ick to po in t to t he c red i t also d u e to t h e N a t i o n a l 
School t eachers of t he s u r r o u n d i n g areas w h o foster 
and teach t rad i t iona l m u s i c to y o u n g impres s ionab le 
ages; and to Bal lyhaunis C o m m u n i t y School wh ich 
makes facilities available to M a r i a n hersel f for in 
school and af ter-school t u to r ing . 

M a r i a n c a m e to live in the Ba l lyhaunis area in 
J u n e , 1982. She had previous ly lived and worked in 
M a n c h e s t e r w h e r e she was deep ly involved wi th 
Cheo l thas Ceol to i r i E i r eann a n d w h e r e she had 
t u t o r e d h u n d r e d s of ch i l d r en in and a r o u n d the city. 
She was t he force b e h i n d the fo rmat ion of several 
ceili b a n d s t h e r e , some of w h i c h have recent ly 
visited I r e l and to pe r fo rm at F l e a d h Cheoi l N a 
h E i r e a n n and o t h e r cu l tu ra l even t s . 

In O c t o b e r 1982, M a r i a n s tar ted t rad i t iona l I r i sh 
mus ic classes in t he C o m m u n i t y School w h e r e she 
fur ther cha l lenged the ta lents d i scovered by t eachers 
and awakened ta lents t ha t had lain d o r m a n t for 
years . W i t h i n a year she had p r e s e n t e d her b a n d s 
at F l eadh Cheo i l , M a y o . T h i s was i n t ended as an 
exercise to e n c o u r a g e F l eadh Cheoi l pa r t i c ipa t ion 
and to gain va luable exper ience of p lay ing before an 
aud ience . It was indeed a p leasant boost to mora le 
w h e n one of the b a n d s qualif ied to go forward to the 
C o n n a u g h t F l e a d h Cheo i l , to be held two m o n t h s 
later. T h e endless t i m e and pa t ience tha t wen t in to 
prac t ice over those two m o n t h s was r e w a r d e d w h e n 
thc U n d e r - 1 2 Band qualif ied to c o m p e t e at the 
F l e a d h Cheoi l N a h - E i r e a n n 1983. A l t h o u g h n o 
placing was achieved in K i l k e n n y , t he b a n d gave an 
excellent p e r f o r m a n c e of t rad i t iona l I r i sh m u s i c of 
which eve ryone associated was p r o u d . Bal lyhaunis 
C o m m u n i t y School was on the F l e a d h Cheoi l M a p . 

Basic classes c o n t i n u e d to th r ive so tha t t h r ee ceili 
b a n d s and t w o g rupa -cheo i l pa r t i c ipa ted in th is 
year ' s F l e a d h a n n a , g iving excellent pe fo rmances at 
M a y o , C o n n a u g h t and Al l - I re l and levels. T h e high 
point be ing the p lac ing, at t h i rd , of the 12-15 years 
Band and the receiving of h igh praise and 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t for t he o the r pe r fo rmances at 
F leadh Cheoi l N a h - E i r e a n n 1984. 

S e p t e m b e r , 1984 saw thc n e w d e v e l o p m e n t of in-
school tu i t ion , by M a r i a n , at t hc C o m m u n i t y School 
d u r i n g thc day while she con t inues her af ter -school 
classes on each W e d n e s d a y even ing as before . 

Ba l lyhaunis , for long the b u t t of jokes ab o u t 
anglicisat ion is indeed t u r n i n g the tables! 
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O U R D U B L I N C I T Y M A R A T H O N R U N N E R S 
G r e a t local in teres t was a r o u s e d by the r u n n i n g of 

t he 4 t h A n n u a l R . T . E . M a r a t h o n on the 29th 
O c t o b e r , 1984. O f t h e 7,500 official s t a r t e r s , the 
t own of Bal lyhaunis h a d 6 represen ta t ives in Brid 
Cleary , N o r e e n O 'Re i l ly , J o h n Cleary , J i m m y 
F l e m i n g , Pat Free ley and R o b b i e M c N a b b . I n d e e d 
Brid a n d J i m m y had been selected as M a y o ' s 
r ep resen ta t ives in t he M a r a t h o n by R . T . E . Rad io 2, 
Brid hav ing a few rous ing w o r d s to say to the 
bc l eagured housewives of t he na t ion in an in terview 
wi th R . T . E . R a d i o 2 on t hc m o r n i n g of the run . 
H a r d luck s tory of t he even t m u s t be long to N o r e e n 
O 'Rei l ly w h o had to re t i re after an a t tack of c r a m p , 
hav ing c o m p l e t e d 24 of t hc 26 miles involved. 
F u r t h e r local i nvo lvemen t in the event was 
occas ioned by the efforts of D r . Michae l Cleary and 
Ivan Free ley w h o cycled from Bal lyhaunis to D u b l i n 
on the S a t u r d a y p r e c e d i n g the race se t t ing the good 
e x a m p l e for the i r col leagues . T h e f inishing t imes for 
the pa r t i c ipan t s were as follows:-

Brid Cleary - 4 h o u r s , 58 m i n u t e s 

J o h n Cleary - 3 h o u r s , 40 m i n u t e s 

J i m m y F l e m i n g - 4 h o u r s , 4 m i n u t e s 

Pat Freeley - 3 h o u r s , 30 m i n u t e s 

R o b b i e M c N a b b - 3 h o u r s , 25 m i n u t e s 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s to all c o n c e r n e d ! 

Shea O 'Ca l l aghan 



SOUNDINGS 

4 t h M A Y O T R O O P C U B S 

R e p o r t f r o m S e p t . 1983 - S e p t . 1984 

In S e p t e m b e r , 1983 the re were m a n y new 
entrants to the C u b Scou t s . After learning t he rules , 
knots etc. we fixed ourse lves u p wi th un i fo rms . Soon 
we were in full swing . 

At a C u b M e e t i n g t h e rolls are cal led, d u e s pa id , 
what wc were given to do at t hc last m e e t i n g is 
examined and o u r un i fo rms are looked over . 
Afterwards we have a g a m e or two . S o m e s we d o 
drill pract ice. 

At Ha l loween , 1983 we had a Fancy Dres s Pa r ty . 
There was every k ind of c o s t u m e the re - from 
ghosts to p i ra tes . I was one of t hose tha t got a c lout 
from an orb i t ing app le d u r i n g a g a m e of s n a p app le , 
and one of those tha t got d r e n c h e d while d u c k i n g for 
grapes and apple p ieces! 

On thc 26 th Apr i l , 1984 we had t hc I n v e s t i t u r e . 
First thc Scou t s , t h e n t h e C u b s , held the flag and 
made the p r o m i s e . T h e caps and neckerchiefs were 
then pu t on us by M r . D u r k a n . H e shook ou r h a n d s . 
The event was r eco rded on v ideo . M r . D u r k a n and 
others m a d e speeches . F o o d and cups of tea were 
given to anyone w h o w a n t e d t h e m . T h e Gu i l e r s 
Scouts tha t were t he re at t h e t i m e joined in wi th the 
sing-song we had . A sketch was pe r fo rmed tha t had 
everybody in s t i tches wi th l augh te r . 

Shor t ly a f te rwards an o u t i n g to K n o c k was 
arranged. W e wen t to M a s s in thc Basilica a n d 
afterwards had o u r p i c tu re t aken by M r . D u r k a n . 
Th e n we were given fifteen m i n u t e s to s h o p a r o u n d . 
Th e n we had to r e t u r n to t h e bus before fifteen 
minutes were u p . 

W e wen t o n c a m p to K n o c k . W e had a bonf i re one-
evening. W e had a good s ing-song . W c b o u g h t 
things in shops and w e n t to M a s s on S a t u r d a y 
evening. W e played football b o t h Gael ic a n d Soccer . 
We wen t to visit K n o c k Ai rpo r t ( p r o p e r n a m e : 
Connaugh t Regional A i rpo r t ) , which is still u n d e r 
cons t ruc t ion . O n S a t u r d a y we were t i red ou t by 
bedt ime because just before we went to b e d wc had a 
walk. O n S u n d a y it ra ined a lmost con t inua l ly . W e 
departed from K n o c k (not t he a i rpor t ) at abou t th ree 
in the af ternoon. Because of bad wea the r , a second of 
these c a m p s for those tha t cou ldn ' t fit on the first 
was cancel led. 

O n 12th J u n e , we had the A n n u a l 20 M i l e Big 
Walk. Each pe r son was g iven a s p o n s o r s h i p card . If 

Mark McCafferty, Jack Halpin his grandfather 
(who fifty years ago carried the flag in Home) 

with Shane Mooney. 

a n y b o d y filled t he ca rd , they cou ld if they wished , 
take a n o t h e r one . I was o n e of those to c o m p l e t e the 
walk. 

O n Ju ly 12th of th is year , we ga the red at the 
Scou t s D e n a n d soon a m i n i - b u s loaded wi th c u b s , 
scouts a n d c a m p i n g e q u i p m e n t left for a site near 
K i n v a r r a , C o . Cla re . O n c e the re we un loaded thc 
luggage , set u p c a m p and t h e n played games . In the 
even ing we w e n t exp lo r ing and af te rwards b o u g h t 
th ings in a s h o p , M r . D u r k a n set u p , in t hc big whi t e 
m a r q u e e . T h e next day , wc chased thc scouts and 
had t r easu re h u n t s . In t h c even ing c u b s from 
K i l t i m a g h a r r ived , on S a t u r d a y the c u b s wen t to 
Ailwee Caves and v e n t u r e d in to t he caverns and 
caves t h e r e , also on S a t u r d a y the re was a visit to the 
beach bu t n o b o d y en t e r ed t he water . It was freezing! 
O n S u n d a y eve ryone w e n t to M a s s in t he local 
Parish C h u r c h . In the af ternoon everyone went home . 

It is n o w thc t i m e of year wc take on new cubs . As 
o lde r c u b s m o v e in to the scouts . 1984 was a good 
year for t he c u b s . 

T h a n k s to M r . S e a m u s D u r k a n , Mis s A n n e 
H o p k i n s , M i s s T e r e s e C r i b b i n , Mis s A n n e J e n n i n g s 
and M r . M i k e Griff in for all t he t ime spen t he lp ing 
us . 

D a v i d O ' C o n n o r ( a g e d 10) 
a n d a l l t h e o t h e r c u b s . 
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Local W i t C Humour 
by M u r t H u n t 

O n e is r e m i n d e d n o w a n d again of va r ious funny 
inc iden ts tha t h a p p e n e d in the locality a n d funny 
stories s o m e n e w , a n d o the r s told by the k i t chen fire 
m a n y years ago . I can t h i n k of m a n y funny inc iden t s 
tha t h a p p e n e d in m y t i m e a n d I have m a n y s tor ies 
tha t were h a n d e d d o w n to m e by m y late fa ther . 
T h e y have all to d o wi th th is area so they be long in 
reali ty to t he ' A n n a g h ' magaz ine . 

School D a y s 
I can th ink of so m a n y funny inc iden t s t h a t 

h a p p e n e d in school . I r e m e m b e r one y o u n g girl in 
school in the bab ies class w h o s eemed to be w e t t i n g 
the floor all t he t i m e . T h e teacher was very a n n o y e d 
and gave her a bit of a telling off one day. Never the less 
the next day the s ame th ing h a p p e n e d again . T h c 
teacher said " M a r y d i d n ' t I tell you yes te rday tha t if 
you wan t to go to t he toilet to p u t y o u r h a n d u p " . 
M a r y s o b b e d back " S u r e I d id Sis ter b u t it c ame 
t h r o u g h ! 

Of cour se t he girls were not all to b l a m e as I 
r e m e m b e r several inc iden t s involving the lads also. 
T h c toilets in t he C o n v e n t at t he t i m e were a fair bi t 
f rom the school itself and m a n y ' s t h e y o u n g lad w h o 
had a p r o b l e m wi th n e w braces , a n d b u t t o n s on n e w 
t rousers were a p r o b l e m also! O n e y o u n g lad used to 
be wai t ing for the bell to sound at d i n n e r t i m e a n d he 
used to c o m e ou t the d o o r like a g r e y h o u n d ou t of 
t r aps a n d make a becl ine for h o m e . Years a f t e rwards , 
we only began to realise tha t he m u s t no t have been 
weaned till very late as he never b r o u g h t a bo t t l e to 
school like t he rest of us ! 

Ta lk ing of bo t t l es I r e m e m b e r the bot t les of cocoa 
a n d tea be ing hea ted a r o u n d the school fire in 
W i n t e r t i m e a n d it was like a g a m e of take your pick 
e v e r y b o d y wai t ing and w o n d e r i n g whose bo t t l e or 
bot t les were going to exp lode today . A few were 
g u a r a n t e e d to exp lode every day or the b o t t o m s fall 
ou t of t h e m a n d t h e n some poor u n f o r t u n a t e s were 
to have n o cocoa or tea that day. 

W e p rogressed to oil hea te rs w h e n we g r a d u a t e d 
to the Boy ' s School . W e d iscovered in t i m e h o w to 
doss t he school for t h e day. I t s imply en ta i led 
p u t t i n g a plast ic c o m b d o w n the grill of t hc hea te r s 
w h e n the t eache r was no t looking or gone ou t for a 
m i n u t e or two . T h e fumes tha t e n s u e d were 
g u a r a n t e e d to get t he c lassroom evacua ted . Oil had 
to be p u t in t he hea te r s every few days and a few 
p in t s of wate r t h r o u g h the oil had the same effect as 
the c o m b s . T h e r e were a few w h o special ised in th is 
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bus ines s b u t were only very m o d e r a t e at M a t h s and 
Engl i sh e tc . Stuff ing t he c h i m n e y pot a n d filling the 
keyhole wi th little s tones were also a t t e m p t e d 
successfully o n a few occas ions . Also a p inch of fibre 
glass ou t of these hea te r s p u t d o w n inside t he 
shi r t of t he boy in f ront of you was e n o u g h to keep 
h i m wr igg l ing and sc ra t ch ing for thc day. 

I n t hc y o u n g e r classes e v e r y b o d y s tood r o u n d the 
fire in a circle a n d e v e r y b o d y had the i r o w n ques t ion 
in C a t e c h i s m so w h e n the inspec to r c ame he s tar ted 
at t hc b e g i n n i n g a n d all ra t t l ed off the i r answers . 
O n e pa r t i cu l a r day the t eache r had got t he word the 
inspec to r was c o m i n g a n d had us l ined u p in order . 
O n e p o o r lad whose n a m e I can ' t tell here 
un fo r tuna t e ly was ou t w h e n thc inspec tor ar r ived . 
W h e n he c a m e to t he nex t lad t he inspec tor asked 
h i m " W h e r e is t h e D e v i l " . T h e y o u n g lad b lushed 
u p to t he gills and said " P l e a s e Sir t ha t fellow is at 
t he to i l e t " . T h e inspec to r slyly asked " A n d will the 
Devi l c o m e b a c k " , w h e r e u p o n the y o u n g lad repl ied 
"P lease Sir , he will b u t t he t eache r will kill h i m " . 

Loca l Stories 
I could keep on r e c o u n t i n g school stories for 

h o u r s and m a y b e at a later da t e I will do so b u t I 
m u s t p ress o n n o w wi th a s tory of t he locality a local 
m a n told m c lately. I t seems a local family received a 
C h r i s t m a s parce l every year f rom a b r o t h e r of t he 
m a n of thc house who had been in America for years. 
This parcel was sent out every Christmas year in, year out. 
It consisted of goodies of every descript ion, including 
choco la tes , b i scu i t s , sweets e tc . b u t a lways the re was 
t h e m a k i n g of a C h r i s t m a s Cake . T h e r e was 
a l m o n d s , su l t anas , ra i s ins , seeds and spices of every 
desc r ip t ion . As t h e years w e n t on the parcels t e n d e d 
to get smal ler a n d smal le r unt i l eventua l ly one 
C h r i s t m a s all t h a t a r r ived was a small box con ta in ing 
gra ins of some grey subs t ance a n d a note to say 
" L e t t e r to F o l l o w " . T h c m a n of thc house r emarked 
to t h e wife tha t it was such a small package and 
w o n d e r e d w h a t t he subs t ance was . H i s wife assured 
h i m it was o n e of those fancy cake m i x t u r e s tha t had 
all the ing red ien t s t oge the r and p roceeded to make 
her usua l C h r i s t m a s Cake . C h r i s t m a s came a n d wen t 
and the cake was ea t en a n d m a n y c o m m e n t s passed 
on the qua l i ty of t he cake m i x t u r e . O n e day short ly 
after C h r i s t m a s , t he expec t ed le t ter came from 
Amer i ca , b u t it was no t in t he usual wr i t ing . T h e 
no te w e n t on to say tha t J i m had passed away on the 
first days of D e c e m b e r and tha t his last wishes were 
to be c r e m a t e d and his ashes sent to his b r o t h e r in 



Ireland. T h i s had been d o n e and the letter expressed 
the hope tha t t he ashes had been received okay. So 
Jim had been ea ten lor C h r i s t m a s . T h i s would be the 
first case of cann iba l i sm in t he L c c a r r o w / J o h n s t o w n 
area or wou ld it? I wou ld like to get F r . Pat R u a n e ' s 
viewpoint on th is one! ! ! 

H u n t i n g 
H u n t i n g and cour s ing were a great pas t ime always 

in our area a n d it was a lways a par t of o u r lifestyle. 
Nowadays t he re are so m a n y let ters to n e w s p a p e r s 
condoning b l o o d s p o r t s especial ly cour s ing b u t mos t 
of these let ters appea r to c o m e from c ranks . At any 
rate the re was one old m a n in the locality w h o was a 
greyhound fanatic . H o u n d s were his life and he w e n t 
hunt ing very often. His wife took bad and was given 
up for d e a t h . O n e S u n d a y m o r n i n g as he was ou t 
with his h o u n d s as usual and a n e i g h b o u r wen t ou t 
the field to mee t h i m . " H o w ' s t hc wife J o h n ? " he 
asked. " S h e w o n ' t m a k e t hc w e e k " he repl ied and all 
in the s ame mou th fu l asked " D i d you see any hare 
around here t o d a y ? " 

T h e r e was one part icular family in the Ballyhaunis 
area w h o were very wi t ty a n d could crack a joke in 
any s i tua t ion . T h e r e are t h o u s a n d s of jokes abou t 
them b u t p e r h a p s the bes t are a few I shall relate 
here. O n e b r o t h e r was d r iv ing to t own one day and 
met a m a n on a bike c o m i n g from the t o w n . T h e bike-
was going all over the road as t hc dr iver had a few too 
many it be ing C h r i s t m a s t ime a n d all tha t . A n y w a y s 
there was a crash and the G u a r d s were called and 
both finished u p in cou r t shor t ly a f te rwards . T h e 
judge said to ou r friend " D o n ' t you k n o w my good 
man you were s u p p o s e d to give half of t he road to 
this m a n ? " W h e r e u p o n o u r friend repl ied " I wou ld 
too your H o n o u r b u t I d i d n ' t know wh ich half he 
w a n t e d . " 

He went in to a bus iness house in t own looking at a 
new type of s tove . T h e sa lesman was tel l ing h im the 
benefits of thc s tove and said " W i t h this s tove you 
only b u r n half the a m o u n t of t u r f . O u r friend 
replied " W e l l in tha t case give m c two and I w o n ' t 
burn any at a l l !" . H e was c lean ing ou t t he backyard 
of the local pr ies t some years ago a n d came on a 
cache of whiskey bo t t l es and wine bot t les . T h e pr iest 
said to h im "Al l dead soldiers J o h n " and got the 
reply " A h , yes, b u t t h a n k G o d more died wi thou t 
the p r i e s t ! " 

Recently wc got the t e l ephone installed at o u r 
home and the kids were all exci ted to be able to talk 
to their ma tes . O n e of thc girls was do ing a project in 
school in G e o g r a p h y and her ma tes were r ing ing her 
up compar ing no tes e tc . O n e evening the 'phone-
rang and she answered it and she h u n g u p a lmost 
immediately. I e n q u i r e d w h o was on the ' p h o n e and 
she replied " J u s t some girl tell ing me its a long 
distance from N e w York and I a l ready k n o w t h a t " . 

Even at work the re are funny inc iden ts h a p p e n i n g 
all the t ime. S o m e years ago , at an in terv iew a m a n 

from D u b l i n n i c k n a m e d Ma j o r Kelly (on accoun t of 
his a r m y b a c k g r o u n d ) was do ing the in te rv iewing. 
T h e local M a n a g e r was i n t r o d u c i n g all the m e n 
before they e n t e r e d . O n e man was n a m e d Cr ibb in 
and thc M a n a g e r i n t r o d u c e d h im t h u s " M r . Kelly 
t he next m a n is C r i b b i n " . Majo r Kelly was very 
a n n o y e d and said " W h a t t hc hell is he c r ibb ing 
a b o u t , send h im in he re to m c anil I will deal with 
h i m ! ! ! " 

T h e M i s s i o n 
A Miss ion was held in the par ish years ago and 

miss ions at the t i m e were very t o u g h . An old lady 
was wai t ing for confess ions and it so h a p p e n e d the 
t h e m e for t he even ing was tha t eve ryone got penance 
to co inc ide wi th the i r o c c u p a t i o n . It also h a p p e n e d 
the re was a c i rcus in t o w n and the person in front of 
this old lady was a c lown from tha t c i rcus . The clown 
got 12 ca r twhee l s to do for his penance and 
p r o c e e d e d to do t h e m on the way d o w n the aisle. 
W h e r e u p o n the old lady s tood u p a n d said to her 
friend " I f th is is the sort of p e n a n c e he ' s giving, I 'm 
going h o m e to c h a n g e my p a n t s ! " . H a v i n g been 
conv inced to go in and tell her sins she was an awful 
long t i m e in t he confess ional . T h e pr iest was 
s u m m o n e d ou t on a sick call and left her the re in t he 
box . She p u t her head ou t t he o p e n i n g and said to 
he r friend " W h e r e is this m a n gone t o " , she 
answered back " I d o n ' t k n o w b u t if he heard half as 
m u c h as I d id h e ' s gone for the G u a r d s . " 

At t he same miss ion the miss ioner was t ry ing to 
f r ighten the people a b o u t Hel l and told the 
congrega t ion " T o n i g h t t h e n people from this par ish 
will be d e a d . " M o s t s ta r ted bea t ing the i r breas ts and 
wen t d o w n on the i r knees all save one m a n w h o 
s eemed to b e l augh ing . T h e pr ies t p roceeded 
" T o n i g h t t w e n t y peop le will be dead from ilns 
p a r i s h . " At th is stage all were on their knees save this 
one m a n w h o was still incl ined to laugh . T h e priest 
s h o u t e d d o w n to h im " A n d what do you th ink is so 
f u n n y " and thc m a n repl ied " S u r e I ' m no t from this 
par ish at a l l " . 

T h e pr iest s ta r ted ta lking ab o u t M a t r i m o n y and 
asked thc congrega t ion (which were all m e n on that 
pa r t i cu la r n igh t ) if they slept wi th their wives ever) 
n igh t . M o s t pu t u p the i r h a n d s in the air. He asked 
how m a n y slept once a m o n t h and all the hanels were 
in t he air except of course ou r friend again w h o was 
still incl ined to laugh . T h e pr iest asked again " O n c e 
a y e a r ? " and ou r friend pu t his hand in the air and 
l aughed ou t loud. T h e priest askeel h im what w a s so 
funny a b o u t s leep ing wi th his wife once a year and 
the m a n repl ied " T o n i g h t ' s the N i g h t ! " 

Final ly the re was a poor devil w h o was reared with 
his G r a n n y a n d slept in the same bed wi th her until 
she d ied . T h e n e i g h b o u r s took pity on h im and got a 
wife for h im . After t hc w e d d i n g the mar r i ed was not 
c o n s u m m a t e d for some t ime bu t w h e n it was his wife-
pra ised h im and said " I feel twen ty years y o u n g e r " . 
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H e repl ied tha t he was sorry he d i d n ' t know t h a t 
years ago and his p o o r g r anny wou ld still be alive. 

T h e mora l of all this art icle is t ha t t he re is place for 
h u m o u r in o u r lives and no m a t t e r how d o w n and 
ou t we may feel at t imes t h e answer is to keep 
smil ing. I s incerely hope n o b o d y takes offence in any 
way to this ar t icle wh ich is a b l e n d of t rue inc iden t s 
and fiction h a n d e d d o w n t h r o u g h the years . 

T H E V I R G I N ' S V I S I T 
M a r y came on an Augus t evening 
As the l ight was on the wane , 
She came as a healer of h u r t , 
She came as the b a l m of pa in , 
She came as a L a d y and M o t h e r , 
H e r just spouse by he r s ide , 
A n d the Apost le J o h n and the angels 
A n d thc L a m b of ou r pass iona te . 

She came to K n o c k a n d to I r e l and , 
She d id no t speak, some will say; 
But sure ly thc M o o n l ights the da rk 
And stars s ing of a r is ing day? 
In stil lness indeed d id M a r y c o m e , 
But her p resence spoke to thc l and , 
And was a smile on o u r M a s s and pr ies t , 
O n her beads in every h a n d . 

And surely wi th Joseph bes ide he r 
T h e y s tood the re as m a n and wife 
As an e l o q u e n t seal of approva l set 
O n o u r steadfast r ich family life! 
And surely t he eyes of faith will see 
J o h n s tand the re as M a r y ' s son , 
A n d a sign of a M o t h e r ' s a d o p t e d love 
F o r each of us o n e by one . 

In a h u s h of p raye r the L a d y came 
And looked ou t f rom shore to sho re , 
And thc si lence of heaven n o w b r o k e n 
Will echo over a n d over and over , 
W i t h a b less ing on Pa t r ick ' s peop le , 
W h o hold faith wi th the saints of R o m e , 
And w h o mee t at M a s s in family love, 
W i t h M a r y ' s s t a r -gu id ing t h e m h o m e . 

M a r y came on an A u g u s t even ing , 
As a m o o n in the da rknes s of n igh t , 
She came as a Star of thc m o r n i n g 
T o hera ld in a n e w D a w n l i g h t . 
M a r y came wi th J o h n and thc angels 
And wi th J o s e p h to keep her t rys t , 
A n d she left us o u r S y m b o l of L iv ing ; 
T h c L a m b on the Altar , her Chr i s t . 
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THE LATE PATRICK REGAN 

A n A p p r e c i a t i o n 

D e p u t y P . J . M o r l e y , T . D . , h a s p a i d t h e 
f o l l o w i n g t r i b u t e t o t h e f o r m e r m e m b e r o f 
M a y o C o . C o u n c i l a n d O l d I . R . A . v e t e r a n 
P a t r i c k R e g a n , G u r t e e n b e g , B a l l y h a u n i s , 
w h o s e d e a t h o c c u r e d r e c e n t l y . 

" I th ink it is p r o p e r tha t a few lines be wr i t t en in 
t r ibu te to a m a n w h o gave such a large par t of his life 
to the service of his c o m m u n i t y and people . Fo r such 
a man Pat Regan was and if I p r e s u m e to wri te r a the r 
than one closer to his own genera t ion it is only 
because in a very real way in my capaci ty as pub l i c 
represen ta t ive for the area I feel I now carry the 
b a n n e r that the late Pat r ick Regan first shou lde r ed 
many years ago. 

Pat R e g a n be longed to tha t gene ra t ion of I r i sh 
m e n and w o m e n , n o w sadly ge t t ing fewer in n u m b e r 
with each pass ing year , t ha t o rgan i sed , fought , and 
worked for tha t first measu re of f reedom wh ich ou r 
coun t ry won after m a n y years of f rus t ra t ion. 

G r e a t sacrifices were d e m a n d e d t h e n , and m a d e 
by the m e n and w o m e n of that genera t ion and on the 
f reedom they w o n rests the progress a n d prosper i ty 
which ou r c o u n t r y has since ach ieved , as each 
successive G o v e r n m e n t d o w n the years s ince , 
sought to i m p r o v e the c o u n t r y and be t t e r t hc lives of 
the peop le . 

A n d despi te the p re sen t b i t ing recessions and the 
many o ther recessions and set-backs we have suffered 
in the past w h o can a rgue tha t Bal lyhaunis , M a y o 
and I re land is no t m u c h m o r e p r o s p e r o u s n o w t h a n 
sixty years ago w h e n those brave m e n and w o m e n 
took u p thc val iant fight for f reedom. 

W e , in our genera t ion , owe t h e m a debt of gra t i tude 
which we can best repay by taking inspi ra t ion from 
their sacrifices and showing a wil l ingness to sink ou r 

o w n self and sect ional in te res t s ; and work toge ther to 
increase o u r na t ional p rosper i ty and ensu re all will 
have a share in it. 

Pat r ick Regan played a noble par t in that g rand 
s ch eme of th ings in the W a r of I n d e p e n d e n c e and 
thc s u b s e q u e n t t u rbu l en t years . H e was a Nat ional is t 
and a Repub l i can b u t he was also a D e m o c r a t . H e 
bel ieved in t he Ballot Box in what is n o w k n o w n as 
cons t i tu t iona l pol icies , as docs t hc o v e r w h e l m i n g 
vast majori ty of Ir ish people . H e played a big par t in 
the found ing of F i a n n a Fail in these par t s and was a 
p r o m i n e n t life-long m e m b e r of that pa r ty , ho ld ing 
pract ical ly all execut ive pos ts in the par ty locally. H e 
was a c o m m u n i t y m a n , too , and r ep resen ted the area 
for some years as a F i anna Fail Counc i l lo r on the 
M a y o C o . Counc i l . 

Being a fa rmer himself he had a keen interest in 
th ings agr icu l tura l a n d was a p r o m i n e n t m e m b e r of 
the M a y o C o u n t y C o m m i t t e e of Agr icu l tu re in these 
years . 

T h e r e his g ra sp and knowledge of ag r icu l tu re was 
apprec ia t ed by his col leagues w h o selected h im as 
one of the delegates from thc c o u n t y to the Gene ra l 
Counc i l of C o m m i t t e e s of Agr i cu l tu re . 

H e also con tes ted a Dail Elec t ion as a cand ida t e 
for F i anna Fail b u t t h o u g h an ideal cand ida t e as 
s u b s e q u e n t even t s were to p rove , he wasn ' t e lected 
d u e largely to t h e e m e r g e n c e and g r o w t h of the 
C l a n n na T a l m h a n par ty at tha t t ime . 

H e was ready to serve. . . . typical of thc man. . .a lways 
helpful w h e n called u p o n . He sough t n o t h i n g for 
himself. H e was a h u m b l e modes t m a n w h o enjoyed 
the quie t family life a m o n g s t his n e i g h b o u r s and 
fr iends. 

W h e n I was a youngs t e r his n a m e was a househo ld 
word and later w h e n I met h im I got to know h im 
very well. I found h i m always a t rue friend willing to 
give advice w h e n asked and never resentful if tha t 
advice wasn ' t taken. Hi s advice was always sincere 
and was w o r t h taking and heed ing . H e was calm and 
q u i e t - s p o k e n , bu t very persuas ive in a r g u m e n t and a 
t ireless de fende r of the pr inc ip les in which he 
bel ieved. I never heard h im u t te r an unchar i t ab le 
word against anyone regardless of political persuasion. 
H e was a t ru ly Chr i s t i an g e n t l e m a n whose dea th wc 
all m o u r n . W e shall miss h i m as a friend and adviser 
and none more so t h a n his wife and family to w h o m 
we ex tend o u r hear t - fe l t s y m p a t h y in the i r loss. 
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With Sandals b Staff 
In my o w n progress ive odysscy to d a t e , 1984 

c o u l d possibly be pu t d o w n , I th ink , as ' T h e Year of 
the P i lg r im ' . Al toge the r , this year year P r o v i d e n c e (I 
suspect) got me vis i t ing, a lmost with unho ly has te , 
three in te rna t iona l M a r i a n sh r ines . O n e of these , of 
course, was K n o c k , wh ich is only u p the road from 
us, and which one can call to off and on d u r i n g the 
year w i thou t too m u c h he lp from heaven (apar t 
maybe from thc d iscree t h in t or n u d g e ) . But the 
other two were far away - respect ively in M e x i c o and 
Portugal - and I wou ld say that ge t t ing me to these 
must have , in t hc m a i n , been eng inee red on the o the r 
side of thc spir i tual cu r t a in . In o the r w o r d s , they 
were m a n o e u v e r e d . T h e y m u s t have been , as m o n e y 
for such t ravel wou ld not normal ly be wi th in my 
scope. 

T h e A r r r a n g e m e n t s 
T o recap i tu la te , all my life I have been fascinated 

with the p ic tu re of O u r L a d y of G u a d a l u p e in 
Mexico ci ty, and I had wr i t t en articles and a book 
about it, a l t hough I had neve r seen it in p e r s o n . T h i s 
latter fact was regre t t ed by a lady w h o read thc book 
(a lady w h o is still a s t r ange r to m e , in the sense that 
we have never m e t ) , and w h o , after the m a n n e r of 
a muni f icen t medieval benefact ress took it in to her 
head to give me the first pract ical p u s h to go ou t 
there and see it. T h e p u s h was in fact a h a n d s o m e 
sum of m o n e y wh ich c a m e in the form a c h e q u e , b u t 
which I ' m qu i t e su re wou ld have been in gold 
sovereigns in the old days . T h e s i tua t ion had tha t 
kind of lus t re and fairytale qua l i ty abou t it. For the 
most pa r t , I d o not accept gifts very easi ly, b u t this 
was so gene rous tha t I s o m e h o w suspec ted tha t 
heaven had a h a n d in it ( m a y b e wi th a view to a 
convers ion or s o m e t h i n g ) , and so I was able to take it 
wi thout too m u c h angs t . La t e r , some relat ives and 

Thc Au tho r wi th Mexico Ci ty in the b a c k g r o u n d 

fr iends ins is ted on fu r the r s p o n s o r s h i p . T h e e n d 
resul t was tha t I was f inancial ly ready for a lmos t 
any even tua l i t y in M e x i c o , ba r the total col lapse of 
the dol la r , or m y falling in to t he h a n d s of b r i g a n d s . 
N e i t h e r h a p p e n e d , and I c ame h o m e reasonably 
so lvent . 

T h a t is t he b a c k g r o u n d to m y M e x i c a n journey 
which I m a d e via Spa in (a wish I had ) on 3 / 4 J u n e . 
I was back again in I r e l and on 19 J u n e a n d I 
cons ide red tha t for o n e year I had d o n e e n o u g h 
t ravel l ing. But the heavens still d id no t seem to b e 
qu i t e satisfied. It h a p p e n e d tha t shor t ly after I 
r e t u r n e d a priest fr iend of m i n e and a g e n e r o u s 
t ravel c o m p a n y pu t before m e a free t r i p to F a t i m a 
in Po r tuga l . A n d so it c a m e a b o u t tha t I was again 
o u t w a r d b o u n d on 8 th A u g u s t on my second holy 
p i lg r image of the year (ou t s ide the c o u n t r y ) . As it 
h a p p e n e d , on th is occasion the g r o u p I was wi th was 
joined in L o n d o n by a local g r o u p from the Bekan-
B a l l y h a u n i s - C l a r e m o r r i s a rea , a n d toge the r we 
ar r ived in F a t i m a tha t s ame e v e n i n g . W e came back 
h o m e on 16th Augus t - still in t i m e for some of the 
K n o c k N o v c n a ! 

Exp lana t ions 
If my m e n t i o n the re of M e x i c o and Po r tuga l 

seems a bi t casual , it is cer ta in ly not m e a n t to give t he 
impress ion tha t he re you have t he last of the grea t 
t rave l le rs . T h e facts are very dif ferent . Fo r m e , even 
m a k i n g m y way from M a y o d o w n to t he b o r d e r of 
Cork a n d K e r r y is h igh a d v e n t u r e and it has only 
been t h r o u g h necess i ty or for some major reason tha t 
I have at any t i m e left the shel ter of t hc island at all 
( a l t hough , m i n d you , w h e n I t h ink ab o u t it, th is has 
h a p p e n e d in the case of I ta ly, Israel , Spa in , M o r o c c o , 
F r a n c e , E n g l a n d , Sco t l and , Wales and this year as 
ind ica ted , M e x i c o and Por tuga l ) . O n thc whole , I 
t h ink , I prefer travel f rom the safety of thc a r m c h a i r , 
and a n c h o r e d the re I have , of cour se , r anged freely 
a r o u n d the world wi th t hc aid of book or film. In th is 
way , I have w a n d e r e d along thc A m a z o n , rode across 
thc pra i r ies , c l imed Everes t , r o u n d e d the H o r n , 
went in search of the Gra i l and so on . 

Eve ryone of cou r se , has a reason for t ravel l ing, 
and especial ly to foreign places . S o m e go to find 
themse lves , o the r s to lose themse lves , o the r s to seek 
knowledge , o the r s to impa r t it; some set ou t as 
p i lg r ims , o the r s to taste the surf or t he sun or the 
b r igh t l ights , or to cross a dese r t , or to assist the i r 
b r o t h e r s and sisters in need , or to m a k e mercy wi th 
the i r cous ins in a d i s tan t l and . I n a sense , I s u p p o s e I 
first of all t ravel led this year as a p i lg r im, wi th 
me taphor i ca l sandals a n d staff (bu t t he kind 
c o m p a t i b l e w i t h p l a n e t r a v e l a n d h o t e l 
accommodat ion) . H o w e v e r , as I find the word 
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' p i l g r im ' a bit p re t en t ious on m y lips, I prefer to say 
that I t ravelled to Mex ico and to Por tuga l to pay my 
respects . T h e way I see it is tha t the word ' p i l g r i m ' 
deno tes a cer ta in degree of in t imacy and familiari ty -
in this case wi th the Blessed Virgin M a r y . M y o w n 
re la t ionship seems a little different . R e v e r e n c e , I 
th ink , is a keyno te for m e , and so I keep my place 
(and p e r h a p s d i s tance) , and d o not pra t t le tha t 
m u c h , at least not spon taneous ly . Cer ta in ly she 
washed d ishes and s c rubbed a n d c leaned , b u t I 
scarcely ever por t ray her like tha t . I usual ly find 
myself walking wi th her in a wood , or a stately 
ga rden , or some such , wi th respect u t t e r m o s t in my 
mind . T h e rosary may c o m e relatively easy, bu t it is 
in no way a tugg ing at her g o w n . At its loftiest it 
migh t be s o m e t h i n g like the fealty of a medieva l 
kn ight , bu t mos t often it is a qu ie t refrain from the 
edge of the c r o w d . 

Reflections 
Before I say s o m e t h i n g of my once-off visit to 

Mexico (and possibly to Por tuga l ) , I th ink it is 
necessary to insert here some fur ther reflection tha t 
may not so easily fit in fur ther on . Fo r ins tance , 
clearly conce rn ing my journey ings I a m only tell ing 
you here what I want to tell. T h e repi t i t ion of the 
p r o n o u n T may seem to indicate reasonably pr iva te 
c o m m e n t s and revela t ions . But that is a surface view. 
N o mat t e r how personal an account may seem to be , 
the wri ter re ta ins mas tery of the hear t ; and especially 
in religious areas I th ink it is be t t e r to exercise more 
ra ther than less res t ra int . That is p robab ly a self* 
evident obse rva t ion , but I t hough t I should make it 
in anv ease. 

Of more in teres t , p e r h a p s , is the in format ion that 
this was m y first visit to t he N e w W o r l d , and for tha t 
reason I was glad tha t M e x i c o (with its rich Ind ian 
her i tage) was my des t ina t ion . Pe ru would be ano the r 
choice . Bo th were major mee t ing places be tween 
E u r o p e a n and Amer i can cu l tu re s . In any case, this 
be ing m y first j ou rney across thc At lan t ic , I knew 
from the start tha t ou t of respec t I should s o m e h o w 
have to follow the genera l pa t t e rn of C o l u m b u s , w h o 
re -d i scovered the A m e r i c a n c o n t i n e n t for E u r o p e in 
1492. So , a l t h o u g h the m o r e usua l rou te from 
I re l and to M e x i c o is via L o n d o n a n d M i a m i , I knew 
I should have to go t h r o u g h Spa in . A n d so it was 
a r r anged . At a r o u n d 3.30 on S u n d a y 3rd J u n e I Hew 
out from D u b l i n and spent the n igh t in M a d r i d . T h e 
next day I m a d e the ten h o u r flight to Mex ico city. 

P r e p a r a t i o n s 
I shou ld not bo re you wi th the p repa ra t ions for 

my jou rney , a l t hough believe me they were no small 
ma t t e r s . W i t h m e they never are . I a m not the type 
(or at least I wasn ' t ) w h o can t h r o w a few i tems into a 
case and dash for a t ra in or a p lane and s t ra ighten my 
collar as I fasten m y sea t -be l t . W i t h me it is first a 
ma t t e r of se t t ing all my affairs in o r d e r d o w n to the 
last c o m m a , and of be ing qu i t e selective about what I 
take wi th m e . T h c real isat ion tha t I may not r e tu rn 
d ic ta tes the first, a hanke r ing for s implic i ty of life 
inspi res t hc second . So before I go off, I a lways try to 
pu t ou t all the proverb ia l cats (par t icular ly those that 
cou ld later cause t roub le a m o n g proverb ia l p igeons) , 
and t ravel l ight. 

T h i s lat ter ideal caused a bit of a p r o b l e m in 
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p r e p a r i n g f o r M e x i c o . U s u a l l y I dress i n t h e sober 
b lack a n d c o l l a r , b u t t h i s g a r b , is t e c h n i c a l l y f r o w n e d 
on i n M e x i c o . So I h a d t o get m y s e l f a secu la r o u t f i t . 
T h e ac tua l b u y i n g o f t he i t e m s b r o u g h t some 
a n g u i s h , as I f o o l i s h l y f e l t t h e need to e x p l a i n t o s h o p 
assistants w h o were no t over interested - b u t I always tel t 
g lad t o get b a c k o u t i n t o t h e i n d i f f e r e n t I r i s h s t reet 
aga in . A s i t h a p p e n e d I e n j o y e d w e a r i n g t h e secu la r 
o u t f i t , a l t h o u g h i t c a n n o t have been a pe r f ec t 
d i sgu ise , because t w i c e at least I was asked ' Y o u arc a 
p r i es t , a r e n ' t y o u ? ' 

H o w e v e r , I d i d t r a v e l l i g h t l y a n d b r o u g h t a l o n g 
o n l y a f e w o u t - o f - t h e - o r d i n a r y i t e m s . F o r i n s t a n c e , I 
packed i n a fefv tapes I h a d m a d e o f m y f a v o u r i t e 
I r i s h mu s i c i ans a n d s ingers ( w i t h t h e sane vo ice o f 
m y f r i e n d M i k e M u r p h y here a n d t h e r e ) . T h e n I 
b r o u g h t a l o n g a rosa ry beads I h a d go t i n J e r u s a l e m 
a n d I w o r e a m e d a l o f O u r L a d y o f G u a d a l u p e t h a t I 
had b o u g h t i n B e t h l e h e m ( m y place o f cho i ce i n t h e 
H o l y L a n d ) . A n d I h a d a n o t h e r e c c e n t r i c i t e m . 
F r o m t h c H o l y L a n d some years ago I h a d also 
b r o u g h t h o m e a l i t t l e e a r t h f r o m M o u n t T a b o r ( o r so 
the m a n sa id ) . So w i t h t h i s I m i x e d i n a dash o f d r y 
I r i s h s u m m e r d u s t a n d b r o u g h t t h e r i c h m i x t u r e 
a long t o t h e N e w W o r l d . T h i s is n o w m i n g l e d w i t h 
the M e x i c a n so i l o n t h e h i l l o f t h e a p p a r i t i o n s i n t he 
cap i ta l c i t y . A n o d d p a c t , p e r h a p s , b u t as a s y m b o l i t 
made sense t o m e . 

As I i n d i c a t e d , m y p u r p o s e i n g o i n g to M e x i c o 
was t o pay m y respects t o O u r L a d y o f G u a d a l u p e , a 
p i c t u r e w h i c h i n m y e s t i m a t i o n is one o f t h e s p i r i t u a l 
w o n d e r s o f t h e w o r l d . T h e i m a g e is o n a p iece o f v e r y 
r o u g h c l o t h t h a t was m a d e f r o m the cac tus p l a n t . 
N o r m a l l y t h i s c l o t h lasts n o m o r e t h a n t h i r t y yea rs , 
b u t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p iece ( w h i c h was p a r t o f a m a n ' s 
c loak) has las ted n o w s ince t h e year 1 5 3 1 , w h e n t h e 
image o f O u r L a d y c a m e to l i f e o n i t , a t t h e e n d o f 
some appearances t o J u a n D i e g o , an A z t e c I n d i a n o f 
a r o u n d f i f t y - s e v e n years o f age. Need less t o say, t h e 
image is n o w f r a m e d a n d i t hangs i n a m a g n i f i c e n t 
n e w bas i l i ca i n M e x i c o (an e n t i r e l y b e a u t i f u l c i t y o f 
some s i x teen m i l l i o n p e o p l e ) . M y p r i m a r y p u r p o s e , 
t h e n , was to p a y m y respects here a n d t o see t h e 
w o n d e r f o r m y s e l f , a n d i f poss i b l e , t o d o some s t u d y 
i n t o t he roo ts o f t h e s t o r y . 

A l l I c a n say j us t n o w is t h a t t h e v i s i t was a n 
exper ience o f m y l i f e . I c o u l d q u i t e eas i ly m e n t i o n 
pa r t i cu l a r m o m e n t s t h a t f o r m e we re c h a r g e d w i t h 
sp lendou r - b u t t h e r e is a lways a d a n g e r ( i n w o r d s o r 
p h o t o g r a p h s ) o f b o r i n g p e o p l e t o t ea rs , w h e n o n e 
tries to share w i t h o t h e r s one 's o w n p e r s o n a l 
exper iences a b r o a d (o r o n h o l i d a y s ) . Bes ides , I k n o w 
that t o d o j us t i ce t o t h i s s u p e r b M e x i c a n v i s i t ( w h i c h 
took i n n o t o n l y M e x i c o c i t y b u t p laces l i k e P u e b l a , 
Cuernvaca , T e o t i h u a c a n ) I w o u l d n e e d a m u c h 
larger canvas. N o d o u b t some t ime I w i l l be a t t e m p t i n g 
that canvas a n d t r y i n g t o c a p t u r e i n w o r d s s o m e t h i n g 
of m y r i c h J u n e e x p e r i e n c e a m o n g a peop le o f g rea t 

c h a r m w h o l o v e m u s i c a n d t h e i r V i r g i n M a d o n n a , 
set i n a l a n d o f b e a u t y a n d c u l t u r e , a n d also o f 
p a r a d o x e s . T h e r e are so m a n y images a n d i n c i d e n t s 
a n d ep isodes a n d i m p r e s s i o n s t h a t I s t i l l have to get 
s t r a i g h t i n m v m i n d t h a t he re I c o u l d n o t d o t h e m 
j us t i c e . S u f f i c e i t t o say, t h e n t h a t I w i l l n o t easi ly 
f o r g e t m y stay i n M e x i c o i n J u n e 1984, w h e n t h e 
w e a t h e r was g e n t l e a n d t h e b e n i g n V i r g i n l o o k e d 
d o w n o n o n e c o n t e n t e d v i s i t o r f r o m a f a r - o f f i s l a n d , 
w h e r e he r n a m e is scarce ly ye t k n o w n . 

I n pass ing I m a y say t h a t I b r o u g h t h o m e f r o m 
M e x i c o w i t h m e five la rge e n o u g h p i c t u r e s o f O u r 
L a d y o f G u a d a l u p e ( g o o d cop ies o f t h e o r i g i n a l ) . F o r 
t he r e c o r d le t m e say t h a t one o f these I gave t o t he 
P r e s e n t a t i o n S is ters i n D i n g l e , one t o t h e C a r m e l i t e 
S is ters i n K n o c k a n d one each t o t h e rec to rs o f t he 
sh r i nes i n K n o c k a n d F a t i m a . T h e fifth c a n be seen 
i n S t . M a r y ' s A b b e y c h u r c h i n B a l l y h a u n i s . B u t le t 
m e t u r n to F a t i m a . 

F a t i m a is v e r y d i f f e r e n t . F o r one t h i n g , i t is a 
r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l c o u n t r y t o w n u p i n t h e h i l l s , s o u t h o f 
L e i r i a a n d n o r t h o f L i s b o n . T h e h i l l s i n q u e s t i o n are 
k n o w n as Se r ra da A i r e , a n d i n r e a l i t y are a p e t e r i n g 
o u t t o w a r d s t h e sea o f t h e g rea te r Po r t ugese 
m o u n t a i n s s u c h as t h e Se r ra da E s t r e l a . U p t o t h e 
p r e s e n t , I t h i n k F a t i m a has v e r y o f t e n , o r m o s t o f t e n , 
b e i n g ca l l ed a v i l l a g e , b u t n o w i t is c e r t a i n l y m o r e 
t h a n t h a t . R i g h t e n o u g h , t h e 1917 p a r i s h c h u r c h o f 
F a t i m a is s t i l l t h e r e a n d a r o u n d i t t h e v i l l a g e , a n d 
n e a r b y ( a n d a l m o s t p a r t o f i t ) i s , a m o n g o t h e r s , t h e 
l i t t l e h a m l e t o f A l j u s t r e l , w h e r e t h e t h r e e c h i l d r e n 
w h o saw t h e B lessed V i r g i n w e r e b o r n . B u t n o w , t o o , 
t h e r e is n e a r b y f o r i n s t a n c e , t h e m a g n i f i c e n t n e w 
bas i l i ca a n d t h e o t h e r b u i l d i n g s a n d h u g e square 
a r o u n d t h e scene o f t h e m a i n a p p a r i t i o n s ; t h i s was 
once o u t i n t h e c o u n t r y , n o w i t m u s t be seen as p a r t 
o f F a t i m a . So as I see i t , t h e n , F a t i m a is n o w a t o w n . 
I f y o u l i ke i t is m a d e u p o f a n u m b e r o f l i t t l e h a m l e t s 
(o r areas) s t r u n g t o g e t h e r , b u t w i t h p l e n t y o f 
b r e a t h i n g space i n b e t w e e n . A t t h e edges , t h e t o w n 
t h i n s o u t i n t o t h e h i l l s , a n d at o n e p o i n t t h e S t a t i o n s 
o f t h e C ross c l i m b u p w a r d s i n t o t h e r u g g e d area 
w h e r e a n A n g e l a p p e a r e d t o t h e c h i l d r e n o n t w o 
occas ions i n 1916 , a n d w h e r e t h e B lessed V i r g i n 
a p p e a r e d t o t h e m at least once . 

T h e s h r i n e at F a t i m a , t h e n , is i n a c o u n t r y p lace 
a w a y i n t h e h i l l s a n d one gets t h e r e b y coach f r o m 
L i s b o n . T h e s h r i n e o f O u r L a d y o f G u a d a l u p e , o n 
t h e o t h e r h a n d is n o w p a r t o f a t h o r o u g h l y m o d e r n 
c i t y t o w h i c h o n e can f l y d i r e c t l y . E a c h , h o w e v e r , is a 
h o l y p lace t h a t d r a w s m i l l i o n s o f p e o p l e eve ry year . 
A n d b o t h , o f c o u r s e , are s i m i l a r , because at t h e h e a r d 
o f each s tands t h e same p e r s o n o f t h e B lessed V i r g i n 
M a r y . F o r m y s e l f , I have t o a d m i t t h a t t h e s h r i n e i n 
M e x i c o m e a n s m o r e t o m e p e r s o n a l l y . S t i l l a n d a l l 
( a n d m a y b e because o f t h a t ) i t is m u c h easier t o 
speak a b o u t F a t i m a a n d i ts i m p a c t . I n m y e s t i m a t i o n 
F a t i m a is p e r h a p s t h e m o s t p a t e n t l y a n d t o t a l l y 
s p i r i t u a l p lace I have ever v i s i t e d . I w e n t t h e r e , I 
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s u p p o s e , a l m o s t as a s l i g h t l y r e l u c t a n t p i l g r i m , b u t I 

came h o m e , i f n o t a b e t t e r p e r s o n , at least a c o n v e r t . 

I suppose t h e u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d c o u n t r y s e t t i n g h e l p s , 

a n d i t is easier f o r a n i dea l a n d a p resence t o p e r v a d e 

a s m a l l p lace t h a n a b i g o n e , b u t c e r t a i n l y a v i s i t t o 

F a t i m a is o n e u n i n t e r u p t e d s p i r i t u a l e x p e r i e n c e - o r 

so m o s t p e o p l e f i n d . 

A H o l y Place 
A s a w r i t e r , I have n o d o u b t t h a t t h e r e are aspects 

o f t h e s t o r y a n d message o f F a t i m a t h a t I w o u l d need 

t o s t u d y f u r t h e r b e f o r e I c o u l d p resen t a r o u n d e d 

p e r s o n a l v i e w o v e r w h i c h I w o u l d s t a n d . B u t , 

h a p p i l y , he re m y p u r p o s e is n o t t o g o i n t o these . T h e 

o v e r a l l e v e n t is s u f f i c i e n t l y k n o w n a n d i t was t h a t an 

A n g e l a p p e a r e d t o t h r e e c h i l d r e n ( L u c i a , F r a n c i s c o 

a n d J a c i n t a ) i n 1916 a n d tha t t h e B lessed V i r g i n 

a p p e a r e d t o t h e m o n a n u m b e r o f occas ions f r o m 

M a y t o O c t o b e r i n 1917. Jac in ta a n d F r a n c i s c o h a d 

d i e d b y 1920, b u t n o t b e f o r e t h e y w e r e b lessed b y 

o t h e r m e e t i n g s w i t h O u r L a d y ; t h e i r causes f o r 

b e a t i f i c a t i o n are n o w i n p rogress a n d t h e i r b o d i e s are 

b u r i e d i n t h e bas i l i ca at F a t i m a . L u c i a t o o h a d o t h e r 

v i s i o n s ; she is s t i l l l i v i n g n o w n t h e C a r m e l i t e 

C o n v e n t o f C o i m b r a . O n a v i s i t t o P o r t u g a l , o n e does 

n o t m e e t L u c i a , b u t one can f ree l y v i s i t t h e r e m a i n i n g 

b r o t h e r o f F r a n c i s c o a n d Jac in ta a n d a lso L u c i a ' s 

s is ter . T h e f a m i l i e s , I s h o u l d have s a i d , are f i r s t 

cous ins . 

O f c o u r s e , o n e does n o t have t o accep t t h e 

s u p e r n a t u r a l c h a r a c t e r o f t h e above a p p a r i t i o n s ( n o r 

i n d e e d o f a n y p r i v a t e r e v e l a t i o n s ) . A l l t h e c h u r c h 

says he re ( a n d i n t h e case o f any a p p r o v e d v i s i o n s ) is 

t h a t f r o m a n h i s t o r i c a l p o i n t o f v i e w t h e y are w o r t h y 

o f h u m a n accep tance . B u t be t h a t as i t m a y , t h e 

C h u r c h has c e r t a i n l y b lessed F a t i m a a n d one does 

ge t t h e p a l p a b l e f e e l i n g a n y w a y t h a t F a t i m a is a 

sacred p lace . T h e w h o l e a t m o s p h e r e seems t o be 

a l i ve w i t h a sense o f t h e s p i r i t u a l . P e r s o n a l l y , I 

be l i eve i t is a p lace o f g rea t d e s t i n y f o r t h i s c e n t u r y , 

a n d t h e P o r t u g e s e p e o p l e are v i t a l l y a w a r e o f t h i s , as 

t h e y c o m e t h e r e i n t h e i r t h o u s a n d s a n d t h o u s a n d s -

v e r y o f t e n m a k i n g t h e j o u r n e y a rea l w a l k i n g 

p i l g r i m a g e a n d at t h e e n d m o v i n g d o w n t h e l o n g 

square i t se l f o n t h e i r knees , as t h e y d o i n M e x i c o , 

a n d c o n t i n u i n g so a r o u n d the s m a l l l i t t l e c h a p e l t h a t 

is b u i l t at t h e s i te o f t h c p r i n c i p a l a p p a r i t i o n s . 

C o m m e n t s 
V e r y o f t e n I t h i n k t h e F a t i m a a p p a r i t i o n s arc 

p r e s e n t e d f r o m a t o o d e v o t i o n a l ang le . C e r t a i n l y as 

o f t e n as n o t t h e s ta tues o n e sees are o v e r p i o u s , a n d 

n o w a d a y s i t is a d i f f i c u l t t h i n g t o p r e s e n t i n an 

u n s e n t i m e n t a l f a s h i o n d e v o t i o n t o t h e I m m a c u l a t e 

H e a r t o f M a r y , t h e o b s e r v i n g o f f i v e f i r s t S a t u r d a y s 

i n h e r h o n o u r , a n d e v e n s a y i n g o f t h e R o s a r y . A n d 

y e t , t h e r e is n o d o u b t t h a t these m u s t be t a k e n 

se r i ous l y b y m e n , w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n i n t h i s age. 

T r u e , t h e y o u g h t t o be p r e s e n t e d w i t h less 

s e n t i m e n t a l i t y , so m u c h so t h a t a y o u t h o r y o u n g 

m a n c o u l d w e a r a scapu la r w i t h o u t t h i n k i n g t h a t t h i s 

is s o m e t h i n g o n l y f o r n u n s a n d h o l y w o m e n . 

A v i s i t t o F a t i m a rea l l y b r i n g s t h i s h o m e to o n e . 

T h e r e , t he f i nes t o f y o u t h are p r o m i n e n t i n t h e i r 

d e v o t i o n t o M a r y - o n t h e i r faces t h e r e are n o s igns o f 

b a s h f u l n e s s ; o n e o n l y sees r e f l e c t i o n s o f f a i t h a n d 

c o n v i c t i o n . T h e messages o f F a t i m a , o f c o u r s e , w e r e 

e n t i r e l y aus te re ( f i t t i n g i n , a p t l y e n o u g h , w i t h t he 

h a r d y l andscape w h e r e a l i v i n g has t o be f o r c e d f r o m 

t h e b r o w n so i l ) . T h e s e messages spoke o f h e l l a n d o f 

c o n v e r s i o n a n d o f penance a n d o f p r a y e r - a n d one 

has t o a d m i t t h a t t h e r e is l i t t l e o f o p t i o n a l d e v o t i o n 

a b o u t t hose . I t is s i g n i f i c a n t , t o o , I b e l i e v e , t h a t t he 

year c h o s e n f o r t he F a t i m a a p p a r i t i o n s was 1917, t he 

p rec ise year w h e n C o m m u n i s m first b e c a m e m o r e 

t h a n a t h e o r y . A t t h e t i m e , t h e r e was c e r t a i n l y 

e n o u g h e v i l a r o u n d w i t h t he v a r i o u s f o r m s o f f r e e 

m a s o n r y p o i s o n i n g the sou ls o f m a n y c o u n t r i e s . B u t 

w i t h C o m m u n i s m (a the i s t i c b y p r o f e s s i o n ) , one h a d 

t h e b e g i n n i n g s o f t he m a j o r m a l i g n a n t g r o w t h o f 

m o d e r n t i m e s . O n e can d e b a t e , o f c o u r s e , a b o u t t he 

o r i g i n s a n d i n s p i r a t i o n s a n d c o n n e c t i o n s o f 

C o m m u n i s m , b u t t h e r e is n o secret o r a m b i g u i t y 

a b o u t i ts a i m s a n d a b o u t i ts c e n t r e o f t he stage 

p o s i t i o n i n t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . I n a n y case, I 

be l i eve t h a t f o r r e l i g i o n v i s - a - v i s a t h e i s m , t h e year 

1917 is o f t h c g rea tes t n o t e . H e r e i n t h i s o n e year , one 

h a d the e m e r g e n c e o f t h e s ta rkes t m o d e r n e v i l i n 

Russ ia a n d one h a d i ts p r o p o s e d a n t i d o t e i n P o r t u g a l . 

T h e Vis i t 
B u t t h e r e I ' m i n t e r p r e t i n g an e v e n t , w h e n i n fac t I 

s h o u l d j us t be t e l l i n g t h e s t o r y o f m y v i s i t t o t h i s h o l y 

p lace i n t h e h i l l s . So le t m e s i m p l y say t h a t i t was 

g o o d t o be t h e r e , a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y t o expe r i ence at 

first h a n d t h e v e r y p a t e n t f a i t h o f t h e p e o p l e -

espec ia l l y w h e n t h e y c a m e i n t h e i r g rea t n u m b e r s f o r 

t h e 12 th - 13 th o f t h e m o n t h ( w h i c h f r o m M a y to 

O c t o b e r are t h e b i g d a y s ) . M o s t o f t h e m s lep t u n d e r 

t h e s ta rs , i n t e m p o r a r y she l te rs o r t en t s w h a t e v e r , 

a n d i n u n d e r t h e t rees o u t o f t h e s u n t hè f cooked t h e i r 

mea ls . T h e y w e r e p i l g r i m s i n d e e d , a n d h o w t h e y 

sang a n d p r a y e d at t h e n i g h t p rocess ions a n d the 

masses a n d o t h e r d e v o t i o n s . A n d i t was easy t o be 

c a u g h t u p i n t h e e n t h u s i a s m . R i g h t e n o u g h , s ince i t 

was A u g u s t , o u t o f t h e shade t h e r e was i n t ense hea t , 

a n d at n i g h t o n e r a n t h e r i s k o f e n c o u n t e r s w i t h 

m o s q u i t o s ! I h a d m y o w n p r o b l e m s w i t h t h e m , b u t 

t h e n o n e c a n score a m o r a l v i c t o r y o v e r t h e m b y 

fitting t h e m i n t o t h e p a t t e r n o f penance t h a t one 

associates w i t h t h e p l ace ! I n a n y case, t h e y rea l l y 

o n l y a t t a c h t h e m s e l v e s t o s o m e ( w h o m a y be e i t h e r 

h a r d e n e d s i n n e r s , o r e x t r e m e l y t h i n - s k i n n e d , o r 

m a y b e a l i t t l e b l u e - b l o o d e d . ) 

A t t h e e n d o f t h e d a y , o n e c a n say, I b e l i e v e , t h a t a 

v i s i t t o F a t i m a is a r o u n d e d s p i r i t u a l e x p e r i e n c e . 

T h e r e is c o m f o r t a b l e a n d a d e q u a t e a c c o m m o d a t i o n 
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there , a n d p e r h a p s loca l w i n e a n d beer are n o t a g rea t 
l u x u r y . H o w e v e r , one can n e v e r ge t fa r away f r o m 
the t h o u g h t t ha t th i s is p r i m a r i l y a place o f p i l g r i m a g e , 
a p lace o f r e a l i s m w h e r e t h c m a t e r i a l w o r l d o f t he 
senses u n d o u b t e d l y meets t h e unseen w o r l d o f t h e 
sp i r i t . T h e r e a re , o f c o u r s e , h i g h l i g h t s , as f o r 
instance w h e n t w o h u n d r e d p r i es t s , a n d m a y b e t e n 
b i s h o p s , say M a s s t o g e t h e r f o r a square f u l l o f p e o p l e 
tha t s t re tches away f u r t h e r t h a n the eye c a n see o n 
the n i g h t o f t h e 12 th o r t he m o r n i n g o f t h e 1 3 t h ; o r 
aga in w h e n t h e t h o u s a n d s j o i n i n t h e rosa ry a n d 
l i g h t e d p rocess ion i n t h e square eve ry n i g h t . B u t t h e 
rest o f t he w a k i n g t i m e i n F a t i m a is a lso p r o f o u n d l y 
s p i r i t u a l , a n d one can o n l y repea t t h a t i t was g o o d t o 
be t h e r e . 

Last W o r d s 
I have a l ready g o n e o n t o o l o n g , so I h a d b e t t e r 

e n d these w a n d e r i n g t h o u g h t s , o r i f y o u l i ke these 
t h o u g h t s o f a w a n d e r e r . I n rea l i t y he re I have g i v e n 
o n l y a r e s u m e o f m y m o v e m e n t s a n d i m p r e s s i o n s . 
F o r pe rsona l use I t o o k m a n y no tes a n d m a n y 
p h o t o g r a p h s , a n d I have n o d o u b t t h a t these w i l l 
keep a l i ve t h e expe r i ences i n fa r away M e x i c o a n d 
P o r t u g a l nearer h o m e . I f y o u ever get a n o p p o r t u n i t y 
o f g o i n g to e i t h e r , d o n ' t le t i t s l i p b y . I d o n ' t expec t 
t h a t p r o v i d e n c e w i l l aga in eas i ly s u p p l y m c w i t h f ree 
passages t o these h o l y p laces. M i r a c u l o u s l y i t has 
h a p p e n e d o n c e , a n d so I sha l l be e t e r n a l l y g r a t e f u l . I 
n o w have s t e r l i n g m e m o r i e s a n d a l l I can say is 
' T h a n k s be t o G o d ' , a n d ' L o n g L i v e O u r L a d y o f 
G u a d a l u p e ' , ' L o n g L i v e t he V i r g i n o f F a t i m a ! ' 

John O ' C o n n o r , O . S . A . 

PADDY 
DELANEY 
Select Bar and Lounge 

• • • 

Petrol and Diesel Fill ing Station 
L i c e n c e d G u n D e a l e r , S p o r t s 

Accessories 
Open for Petrol and Diesel 

from 10.30 a.m. - 12.00 p.m. 

Abbey Street - Bal lyhaunis 
T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaun i s 24 

S .T.D. (0907) 30024 
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A TRUE AND GOOD 
NEIGHBOUR 

T h e Late J o h n M u r r e n , U p p e r Ma in Street, 
Ba l l yhaun is 

W o r k i n g as a Provincia l journal is t for over 40 
years , I have wr i t t en n u m e r o u s o b i t u r a r y not ices in 
the o rd ina ry con tex t and d u r i n g tha t t ime I have 
never d e p a r t e d from t h e usua l s t a n d a r d , b u t in thc 
r epo r t i ng of the d e a t h of a n e i g h b o u r w h o res ided 
across t he s t reet from m e for a pe r iod of th i r ty years , 
I feel compe l l ed to m a k e a d e p a r t u r e f rom the usua l 
format . 

T h e d e a t h of M r . J o h n M u r r e n , U p p e r M a i n 
S t ree t , Ba l lyhaunis is for m e a m a t t e r of d e e p so r row 
and regre t because over a span of years he was a good 
a n d kind n e i g h b o u r a n d we were f requen t vis i tors to 
each o t h e r ' s h o m e s . 

Both ou r families g r ew u p toge the r and t h e r e was 
tha t b o n d of f r i endsh ip be tween t h e m forged in 
f r i endsh ip a n d k i n d n e s s which will neve r be b r o k e n . 
A nat ive of T u b b c r t c l l y , T u b b e r c u r r y , J o h n n y 
M u r r e n c a m e to res ide in Ba l lyhaunis 45 years ago 
a n d was a t t ached to t h e staff of C L E . at t he local 
Rai lway S ta t ion , u p to his r e t i r e m e n t some years ago 
d u r i n g wh ich t i m e he m a d e m a n y lasting f r iendships . 

W h a t k ind of a m a n was J o h n M u r r e n ? All the 
answers to tha t ques t i on m u s t be favourable hav ing 
regard to t he charac ter i s t ics of a pe r sonage w h o was 
at h o m e in any c o m p a n y a n d w h o was m o r e of ten 
t h a n no t t he life of any pa r ty . 

H e will r ema in in my m e m o r y no t because of t hc 
m a n y a d m i r a b l e a t t r i bu t e s which he possessed b u t 
because he was one w h o enjoyed the s imple p leasures 
of life: w h o was a g rea t wit and conversa t iona l i s t and 
w h o by his very presence enl ivened many an occasion. 

A s t a u n c h G . A . A . s u p p o r t e r a n d follower, I h a d 
occasion to a c c o m p a n y h i m to m a n y g a m e s a n d his 
succ inc t c o m m e n t s d u r i n g the m a n y 'after the 
m a t c h ' i nques t s cou ld be r ega rded as ' c r y p t i c 
mas t e rp i eces ' . 

I wou ld no t like th is little piece t o be r e g a r d e d as 
an o b i t u a r y or an apprec ia t ion b u t as a m i n i a t u r e 
assessment a n d ' s e n d o f f of a good fr iend a n d k ind 
n e i g h b o u r whose p o p u l a r i t y was u n b o u n d e d . 

„ „ Mick O ' C o n n e l l 
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AN APPRECIATION 
Lilly & Tony Morley R.I.P. 

D o n n e l l a n ' s F u n e r a l H o m e was t he set t ing of a 
u n i q u e funeral scene on S a t u r d a y , S e p t e m b e r 8 th , 
as t h e p o p u l a t i o n of Bal lyhaunis ga the r ed to m o u r n 
the dea ths of Lilly and T o n y Mor ley of A b b e y Street . 

Lil ly b e c a m e ill as she r e t u r n e d wi th the i r n e p h e w 
J o h n of C l a g n a g h f rom the funeral of he r b r o t h e r 
John in Loughrea on Monday , September 3rd. She was 
a d m i t t e d to G a l w a y Regional Hosp i t a l a n d on 
T h u r s d a y as T o n y wai ted anxious ly for word abou t 
he r , he too b e c a m e ill and was r e m o v e d to Cas t lebar 
G e n e r a l Hosp i t a l . Lil ly d ied on T h u r s d a y and T o n y 
d ied on F r i d a y even ing , Res t in Peace . 

M y o w n m e m o r i e s of Lil ly go back to m y earliest 
years w h e she kep t house a n d rea red us , th ree boys 
w h e n M o t h e r and F a t h e r were at work in Der ry lea 
Na t iona l School . M y b r o t h e r s a n d I r e m e m b e r those 
days as ones of t e n d e r loving care , a n d it was wi th 
p r i d e tha t Li l ly wou ld tell , years later , how one 
p a r e n t or t he o t h e r , had to have recourse to Lilly 
herself, w h o had g rea t e r sway over t h r e e w a y w a r d 
b o y s , t h a n e i the r p a r e n t . 

I t was wi th m u c h dis t ress tha t we m o v e d in 1950 
to t he h o u s e w h i c h was to be o u r h o m e at Devl i s , for 
t he nex t t w e n t y years , because t he m o v e m e a n t 
p a r t i n g w i t h Lil ly. I n d e e d , she h a d o n a few 
occasions to send reassur ing news that the unhe ra lded 
t r io , hav ing stolen away to visit he r , had ar r ived 
safely in A b b e y S t ree t before pan ic had set in on 
the i r be ing d i scovered ' m i s s i n g ' in Devl i s . After ou r 
d e p a r t u r e f rom A b b e y S t r e e t , Li l ly Casey n o w M r s . 
M o r l e y a n d h e r h u s b a n d , T o n y , a qu i e t easy-going 
g e n t l e m a n , es tab l i shed a g u e s t - h o u s e in t he house 
w h e r e m y b r o t h e r s a n d I were b o r n and of wh ich we 
have such h a p p y m e m o r i e s of associa t ion wi th Lilly. 

T h e veraci ty of m y s e n t i m e n t s of app rec i a t ion was 
e v i d e n c e d by the tears tha t wel led , in t he eyes of 
n e i g h b o u r i n g c h i l d r e n w h o had also expe r i enced her 
m o t h e r l y affection; in t he eyes of g r o w n m e n w h o 
h a d e x p e r i e n c e d he r great generos i ty as her gues t s ; 
a n d in t he eyes of relat ives a n d f r iends alike. 

T o n y a n d Lil ly were a very p r iva te coup le w h o 
were very d e v o t e d to each o t h e r . I t was therefore 
wi th a d e e p sense of so r row, s t range ly ming led wi th 
an o d d sense of c o n t e n t m e n t tha t one s tood by the 
t w o o p e n coffins at t h e funeral h o m e , or wa t ched 
t h e m be ing lowered , s ide by s ide in to t he s ame grave 
- a sense of c o n t e n t m e n t tha t n e i t h e r wou ld have 
wished it d i f ferent ly . T h e y had lived wi th a n d for 
each o t h e r for m a n y years a n d ne i the r wou ld 
expe r i ence t h e t e r r ib le lonel iness of t hc absence of 
t he o t h e r in d e a t h . 

' T h e h a n d of G o d moves in mys t e r ious ways , M a y 
T h e y Res t I n P e a c e " . p a t H igg ins 



The Lime Kiln 
A small l ime-ki ln in the townland of For th i l l near 

Bal lyhaunis , (Na t . G r i d . Reference; O . S . S o u t h 
Mayo sheet 11-517829), now s tands on the land of 
Mr . Pe ter Sloyan. It formerly be longed to M r . J o h n 
Greally, w h o , at the beg inn ing of this c en tu ry 
s u p p l e m e n t e d the income of his e igh teen acres of 
land by the sale of l ime to o the r farmers . A b o u t 1900, 
l ime was sold for three shil l ings a bar re l . T h e kiln, 
which is the subject of this no t e , was bui l t in 1912. 
Shaped like a Hat b o t t o m e d egg, it measu red a b o u t 3 
met res in d e p t h and 2 me t r e s at its greates t w i d t h ; its 
shape helped the re ten t ion of heat. 

The kiln was bui l t by d igg ing a large hole in a 
sloping part of thc field; s tones were then set a r o u n d 
the walls of the hole. T h e s tones were held toge the r 
by soil and it was not unt i l thc first b u r n i n g , w h e n 
thc lime itself p las tered the s tones toge the r , tha t the 
walls were secure . A d o o r was built at the b o t t o m of 
the ki ln, o p e n i n g o n t o the side of the hill , the 
pu rpose ol which was to allow the tur f at the b o t t o m 
of the kiln to be lit and also to permi t the removal of 
the b u r n e d l ime. 

Since the area in which this par t icu lar kiln was 
built was not a l imes tone area , s tones had to be 
b r o u g h t from a hold ing of land two miles away by 
Mr . Geo rge F lanagan . T h c s tones were large and 
hail to b roken into smal ler sizes with a h a m m e r and 
sledge. T h e smal ler s tones were approx imate ly 2cm. 
square and it was these small s tones that were 
b u r n e d wi th tur f to p r o d u c e thc l ime. 

The m e t h o d o! b u r n i n g was fairly s imple ; a layer 
of turf usually one sod high was placed on the 
bo t tom of the kiln. A larger layer, IS to 20 c m . in 
d e p t h of l imes tone was then placed on the b o t t o m of 

T h c m e t h o d of b u r n i n g was fairly s imple , a layer 
of turf, usually one sod h igh , was placed on the 
bo t tom of the kiln. A larger layer, 15 to 20 c m . in 
dep th of l imes tone was then placed on top of the 
turf, a n o t h e r layer was then placed on the latter 
layer. This layering con t i nued unti l the kiln was full 
to the top - the last layer be ing a layer of turf. T h e 
kiln was then lit. This was done by m e a n s of hot coals 
and papers which were pu t into the ' p o r c e n ' and 
pushed d o w n into the b o t t o m layer of turf. W h e n the 
bo t tom layer caugh t fire the kiln gradual ly t i red and 
eventual ly the top layer g lowed. After a few h o u r s , 
the l imes tone would begin to sink and more layers of 
turf and s tone would be added unti l thc kiln was lull 
of lime. It was possible to tell this when a whi te 
powder formed on top of the kiln. 

T h e whole process of firing took ab o u t forty hour s 
and it took a n o t h e r forty h o u r s for the l ime to cool 
d o w n . After it had cooled d o w n it was taken out 
t h r o u g h the door (.poreen) by means of a long 
hand led shovel and it was more often t h a n no t . used 
immed ia t e ly . S o m e t i m e s , however , it was stored in 
bar re ls or boxes . 

T h e l ime was used for mak ing mor t a r to bui ld 
houses , for mak ing floors, wh i t e -wash ing and it was 
also valuable fertiliser for the land. T h e lime from 
this par t icu la r kiln was always t h o u g h t to be of good 
qual i ty since the l imes tone b u r n e d in this kiln 
or ig ina ted from a d e e p b lue s tone and farmers 
bel ieved the b lue r the s tone the be t te r the qual i ty of 
the l ime. 

As c ru shed lime b e c a m e increasingly avai lable, 
the kiln gradual lv went ou t of use , be ing last fired in 
1930. 

(I his article was published originally in the tialviay A re heo logical 
and Historical Society .Magazine when Christina Xolan teas a 
student at the Regional I'echntcal ('ollege, (iahvay). 
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CURLEY'S 
H i g h C l a s s J e w e l l e r y & C o s m e t i c s 
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D I A M O N D R I N G S A N D 
P E N D A N T S A S P E C I A L I T Y 

B r i d g e S t r e e t & U p p e r Main S t r e e t . 
B a l l y h a u n i s . C o . M a y o 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis i 10 
S.T.D (0907) 30110 
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CUNNINGHAMS 
CENTRA 

F00DMARKET 
• * • 

For 
Off Licence Provisions 

• • • 

T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaun i s 162 
S.T.D. (0907) 30162 

Ladies & Gents 
SOPHISTICUT 

Salon 
ABBEY STREET, BALLYHAUNIS 

t t t 

Sophisticut is now operating the 
New Technology in the Sensor 
Computer Perms, which gives you 
the beauty and style you always 

wanted in a Perm. 
Open from Monday to Saturday 

Late Opening: Thursday, Friday & Sat. 
For Appointment: phone (0907) 30492 

Abbey Dry Cleaners 
BALLYHAUNIS, CO. MAYO 

• • • 

Four Hour Service 
Speed and Efficiency Is Our Motto 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 308 
S.T.D. (0907) 30308 
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IRISH ALE BREWERIES 
Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo 

Smithwicks and Harp Distributors 
for the West of Ireland 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 130 & 158 
New Tel. No: (0907) 30130/30158 
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Doctor Tommie Joyce 

Dr. Joyce died in M e r l i n Park Hosp i ta l , Galway 
on the 27th February, 1984. Born in Bal l inrobe in 
1917 he was a son ot the late M r . Bernard Joyce w h o 
was a M e m b e r of M a y o Co. Counc i l for a per iod of 
42 years and of the late M r s . Bridget Joyce , sister of 
the late M r . Dick W a l s h w h o represented S o u t h 
Mayo as a Fianna Fail c and ida t e for many years . 

Educated at Bal l inrobe C.B.S. and at U.C .D. he 
qualified as a Med ica l P rac t ione r in 1940. H e 
practised in O r m s k i r k in Eng land for a t ime and it 
was the re he met Angela Swarbr i ck and they were 
married in 1946. 

R e t u r n i n g to I re land he served as Medica l Officer 
an A r r a n m o r e Is land off t he Donega l coast unt i l 
1951 w h e n he was a p p o i n t e d Medica l Officer of 
Health in Bal lyhaunis . 

Desp i t e a very busy profess ional life he b e c a m e 
very active in t he c o m m u n i t y and was a fo rmer 
Chairman of Bal lyhaunis W e s t e r n Care and C a p t a i n 
of the Bal lyhaunis Br idge C l u b . H e was also 
Pres iden t , for a t ime , of t hc Gol f C l u b . H e also 
served for some t ime as C h a i r m a n of F i a n n a Fail 
C u m a n n . 

Th roughou t his years in Bal lyhaunis D r . T o m m i e 
built u p a fine prac t ice and ea rned a r e p u t a t i o n as a 
pa ins tak ing and devo ted D o c t o r w h o gave his full 
and u n d i v i d e d a t t en t ion to each of his pa t i en t s . 

T h i s ca ta loguing of his career and a c h i e v e m e n t s 
givs an incomple te and s o m e w h a t cold stat ist ical 
p ic ture of the m a n . H e was far from be ing cold or 
de tached , he was an o p e n , friendly m a n w h o 
remained close to the peop le and his m a n y acts of 
kindness, most of which were carried out unobstrusively 
will p robab ly never be fully evaluated . 

And so w h e n S p r i n g comes r o u n d again and the 
days are 'ag dul c u n sin e a d h ' as Raftery pu t it, t he re 
will be talk of C h e l t e n h a m in the air - wc will th ink of 
him a n d miss h im and t h e n later on there will be talk 
of M a y Hies rising on L o u g h M a s k and we will th ink 
of h im again and miss h im . H e will be misseel at 
Ballinrobe Races which his late father he lped to 
establish and from Galway and o the r racing venues 
th roughout I re land . 

For a long t i m e to c o m e wc will miss his 
outrageous yarns a n d his b u b b l i n g laughter . 

Seán F r e y n e 

Eugene's 
Fast Food 

Take-Away 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Soups 
Pies 

Currys 
Hot Dogs 
Burgers 

MICHAEL J . WEBB 
High-Class Victualler 

Prime Beef & M u t t o n 
Choice of Lamb as in Season 

Turkeys & Hams to Order 
Beefburgers & Puddings Fresh Daily 

Cater ing for Deep Freeze 

Lower Main Street, Ballyhaunis 
T e l e p h o n e . Ba l lyhaun i s 3 

S.T.D. (0907) 30003 

Michael and John Webb, 
The Mall, Knock, Co. Mayo 
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'The lech 9 

O n my way back to work at thc C o m m u n i t y 
School , I pass ' T h e Old T e c h ' and it makes me sad 
to see it be ing so neglec ted . I r e m e m b e r the p r ide 
that was taken in the appea rance of the school and 
thc ga rden . I wa t ched the change of seasons in all the 
lonely s h r u b s , p lan t s and ( lowers; t he beaut i ful 
cher ry t rees , the wallflowers and gode t ia , then the 
white and p u r p l e lilacs, the smell of the lawn be ing 
cut and later the blaze of colour of this A u t u m n 
dahl ias and gladioli . 

W h e n I joined the staff of the Vocat ional School , 
the H e a d m a s t e r was Padra ic 0 G a b h l a i n , R . I . P . He 
was one of na tu r e s g e n t l e m e n , a fine I r ish scholar 
w h o had a fund of knowledge and stories wh ich he 
shared with us as he cut his plug tobacco in to an old 
black tin box and smoked his pipe. He was thc p r o u d 
possessor of a r a the r old 'Baby F o r d ' - one of the two 
cars ou t s ide the school in thos days . A n o t h e r 
col league wi th Padra ic was Ka th l een C u n n i n g h a m 
R . I . P . w h o discussed wi th Padra ic the topics of the 
day over the i r lunch which they had si t t ing at a black 
Stanley range in the k i tchen . 

Padra ic H u g h e s R . I . P . and Sean Cleary R . I . P . 
were also m e m b e r s of the staff when I joined t h e m . 
Padra ic H u g h e s later replaced Padra ic O ( i a b h l a i n 
as H e a d m a s t e r and Sean Cleary b e c a m e H e a d m a s t e r 
in the Vocat ional School in C la r emor r i s . S o m e t ime 
af te rwards we were joined by P a d d y M o r a n , C o l m 
Car te r and T o n y Mol loy w h o also b e c a m e a 
H e a d m a s t e r in Bal l inrobe . W i t h this adven t of free 
t r anspor t w h e n ou r n u m b e r s increased qu i t e 
cons iderably we were joined by o the r t eachers 
i n c l u d i n g C h r i s t y R u a n e , T h e r e s a L y n c h 
(Lynskey ) , and later by Eddie T h o r n t o n , Michae l 
S m y t h , Patsy N o o n e , Michael M u r r e n , Aiden Kelly 
Pat and J im Higg ins . 

Original ly the courses in The Tech' were t w o -
year pos t -p r imary courses and were mainly pract ical . 
T h e only exam done was C r o u p Cer t . , s t u d e n t s 
taking exams in W o o d w o r k , Rural Sc ience , Engl ish , 
I r ish, M a t h s , Domes t i c Science and C o m m e r c e . All 
classes lasted one h o u r , we had lots of d o u b l e classes 
which gave p len ty of t ime for practical work. Class 
n u m b e r s were smal l ; this meant that every s tuden t 
got a lot of individual teaching . Most ot our s t u d e n t s 
cycled in from the coun t ry every m o r n i n g . I 
r e m e m b e r r e p r i m a n d i n g a student for be ing late one 
m o r n i n g and then I d iscovered tha t she had cycled 
n ine miles to school . T h e y often came in very wet 
and had to sit a r o u n d in wet c lo thes all day . 

The k i t chen , where I spent mos t of my t each ing 
years had very little e q u i p m e n t in the early days I 
had one oil cooker and one four plate 'Mof fa t ' cooker 
in which we cooked h u n d r e d s of C h r i s t m a s cakes 
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etc . W e even hea ted the ' F l a t - I r o n s ' on this cooker 
for G r o u p Ce r t . Pract ica l E x a m s . O u r second year 
s t u d e n t s reached a high s t anda rd of efficiency for 
this exam - p e r h a p s some of ou r pas t s t u d e n t s will 
conf i rm this . In this same ki tchen we did most of the 
p repa ra t ion for all k inds of funct ions . 

T h i s r e m i n d s me of ou r late Par ish Priest , Rev. 
Chance l lo r Geoffrey P rendcrgas t R . I . P . w h o was 
C h a i r m a n of the M a y o V . E . C . ( someone should 
wri te an art icle on h i m some t ime) . It was he w h o 
suggested that I shou ld app ly for thc pos t of 
D o m e s t i c S c i e n c e T e a c h e r in B a l l y h a u n i s 
Vocat ional School to replace M a u r a Jordan 
( C u n n i n g h a m ) . It was he w h o said to me w h e n I was 
a very y o u n g teacher " Y o u will p repa re a 
' L u n c h e o n ' for over a h u n d r e d pr iests and Bishops 
for the consecra t ion of ou r Par ish C h u r c h " . I had 
m a n y sleepless n igh ts f iguring ou t how it could be 
d o n e . It went well , b u t n o w I canno t r e m e m b e r 
whe re I got W h i t e D a m a s k T a b l e c l o t h s and the 
K i n g s h c a d Cut le ry ! ! ! 

In my early years of t each ing I always had two 
night classes each week from O c t o b e r unti l Easter 
and some years I had th ree n ight classes each week. I 
also gave n ight 'Craf t Classes' in ou t s ide cent res like 
Bekan, Tooreen and A u g h a m o r c . 'There were also 
night classes in W o o d w o r k , and M a c r a na F c i r m e 
had all the i r m e e t i n g s and lec tures e tc . in the Rura l 
Science R o o m . Padra i c H u g h e s was very involved 
wi th this g r o u p and they held a very successful 
Annua l Hor t i cu l t u r a l S h o w at the school . 'There was 
great local in teres t in this show and ge t t ing 1st, 2nd 
or 3rd pr ize for cakes, kn i twear , f lowers, vegetables 
or an an imal was a m u c h sought a l ter award . 

The care takers played a very i m p o r t a n t role in the 
r u n n i n g of the school , first I r e m e m b e r 'Tom For ry , 
R . I .P . t hen P a d d y Cassidy was wi th us for many 
years and in the last few years P a d d y Kelly carr ied 
on the good work. P a d d y Cass idy was like a la ther 
figure to all ou r s t u d e n t s and he knew all their joys 
and t roub les . He ' n u r s e d ' ou r t e m p c r m e n t a l solid 
fuel hea t ing sys t em, and cared lor the ga rden as if it 
was his o w n . H e always had wha teve r vegetables we 
needed for ou r cookery classes. O n ou r Annua l 
School O u t i n g he always sang 'Bur l i ng ton Bert ie ' 
and was chee red by all. 'These school tours were 
s o m e t h i n g to r e m e m b e r ! ! For days beforehand we 
baked cakes and m a d e sandwiches and I can still 
see boxes and boxes of these d i sappear . W e lit fires 
and m a d e tea for all the s t u d e n t s and we always had a 
great if e x h a u s t i n g day. 

L o o k i n g back on my teaching years in ' 'The Tech' 
has m a d e me realise that I have always enjoyed 
t each ing and still like be ing wi th young people in our 
C o m m u n i t y Schoo l ,wh ich was o p e n e d in 1977 and 
was an a m a l g a m a t i o n of the Vocat ional School , St. 
Pa t r ick ' s School and the C o m cut of Mercy 
Seconda ry School . P a t r i c i a W a l d r o n 



CHURCHPARK 

R u i n s of C h u r c h in C h u r c h p a r k 

G r a v e y a r d for bab i e s in C h u r c h p a r k 
(Photos courtesy of Joe Horkan) 

BALLYHAUNIS CONCRETE PRODUCTS 
Clare Street, Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo 

Makers of Pre-Cast Concrete Products, Fencing Posts, Ranchrails, Slabs, 
Kerbing, Ballustrads, Garden Ornaments and Edgings etc. 

Telephone: Ballyhaunins 328 for details 
S.T.D. (0907) 30328 
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GOLDEN MEMORIES 
M u r t H u n t 

An old m a n sat a lone on a lawn 
His t i red old face was haggard and d r a w n 
His age n o w be ing four score and ten 
All he had left was his m e m o r i e s . 

H e t h o u g h t a b o u t days long ago , 
N e a r Bal lyhaunis in C o u n t y M a y o . 
H o w h a p p y those days , w h e n he was a lad, 
H e t h o u g h t a b o u t , his M a m and his D a d . 

H e was his pa r en t s only boy , 
T h e i r one and only , the i r p r ide and joy. 
W i t h t h e m in S u m m e r he wou ld r o a m , 
T h r o u g h the woods a n d valleys near the i r h o m e . 

O h how he loved to c l i m b C o n w a y ' s Hil l , 
And gaze across to P l u n k e t t ' s Mil l . 
W h e r e m a n y a bag of oats was rol led, 
And m a n y a famous yarn was told . 

H e could see in the d i s tance the old Friary g r o u n d s , 
W h e r e once thc m o n k s did the i r holy r o u n d s . 
O n very l ine days , he could sec the Reek, 
Whi l s t still a g a s ú n , h e ' d c l imbed the peak. 

H o w he loved to go to t he bog , 
W i t h t he horse a n d car t and little b r o w n dog . 
H e yea rned to get a hold of t he s lcan, 
He l aughed at the day , he fell into a d r a in . 

H e r e m e m b e r e d the m e a d o w s , t hc smell of the hay , 
His M a m at t he ga te call ing h i m to t hc tay, 
At p l o u g h i n g t ime , t he screech of t he gul l , 
And reap ing the co rn w h e n it was qu i t e full. 

H e t h o u g h t a b o u t his first day at school , 
His bag on his back wi th penci l a n d rule . 
H e t h o u g h t a b o u t thc games and the fun, 
And read ing and wr i t ing along wi th t he n u n . 

H e r e m e m b e r e d so clearly the n igh t tha t the f a n s , 
Pul led ou t s ide the d o o r in two migh ty vans . 
H i s pa r en t s had she l te red a m a n on the r u n , 
N o w they paid the i r pr ice at the po in t of a g u n . 

T o s top t he s l augh te r G o d how he t r i ed , 
H e r e m e m b e r e d also h o w b i t t e r he c r ied . 
Fo r e v e r m o r e , he 'd have this great ha te , 
H e swore h e ' d r evenge t h e m , howeve r late. 

T h e doc to r said he wou ld a lways be shocked , 
Fo r t he b u t t of a rifle his head it had knocked . 
A few days later to a ' h o m e ' he was sen t , 
" f w a s he re t he rest of his life he had spen t . 

So he slept o n the lawn ou t s ide this ' h o m e ' , 
H e d r e a m t of his p a r e n t s a n d also H I S h o m e , 
A l t h o u g h he was weary t i red a n d o ld , 
T o h i m his m e m o r i e s were p rec ious as go ld . 

Fr. Franc i s M c M y l e r 

In J u n e of th is year , Fr . M c M y l e r was t ransfered 
as a c u r a t e to W e s t p o r t , t h u s e n d i n g a twen ty th ree 
year u n b r o k e n per iod of service as pr ies t and teacher 
in Ba l lyhaun is . 

F r . F r anc i s was b o r n in L o u i s b u r g h , he was 
e d u c a t e d in St. J a r l a t h ' s Col lege , Tuam and 
M a y n o o t h w h e r e he was o rda ined in 1960. H e 
served for one year as a c u r a t e in F i n n y before he was 
a p p o i n t e d as f o u n d e r - m e m b e r of t hc new Pos t -
P r imary School in Bal lyhaunis , St. Patr ick 's College. 
H e was a gifted t eache r and t augh t the re unt i l 1977 
w h e n he b e c a m e v ice -pr inc ipa l of the newly formed 
C o m m u n i t y School . In b o t h cases, he m a d e an 
e n o r m o u s c o n t r i b u t i o n in he lp ing to get thc new 
schools on the i r feet, wi th his ini t ia t ive, ideas and 
organisa t iona l skills. 

D u r i n g his t ime in Ba l lyhaun i s , he was involved in 
the life of the c o m m u n i t y . In t hc early years he was 
d i rec t ly involved in par i sh work . H e was a m e m b e r 
of J u n i o r C h a m b e r a n d he lped to make it the force it 
is in thc t own today . H e is a gifted mus ic i an and was 
musica l d i rec to r of par i sh cho i r s d u r i n g which t ime 
M a s s was b roadcas t f rom the Par ish C h u r c h . H e also 
d i r ec ted a n d assis ted in school choi rs and musical 
p r o d u c t i o n s . H e coached bal lad g r o u p s for Scór 
c o m p e t i t i o n s a n d in 1972 the G r o u p w o n the All-
I re land final. 

T h i s shor t s u m m a r y does scant just ice to his work. 
H o w e v e r , I bel ieve his grea tes t c o n t r i b u t i o n is thc 
work he d id qu ie t ly , s i lently and unobs t rus ivc ly . He 
has a d e e p u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the d igni ty and goodness 
of every pe r son a n d the i r abil i ty to rise above 
themse lves . F o r tha t reason , he expec ted high 
s t a n d a r d s and got t he bes t ou t of peop le . H e is a 
pe r son in w h o m o n e can ins t inct ively t rus t . T h e 
m a n y peop le he has he lped will k n o w from 
expe r i ence exact ly w h a t I m e a n - his u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
and accep tance of o u r weaknesses , his abil i ty to 
aff i rm, gene ra t e a n e w conf idence and hope in life. 
H i s special care is a lways for those w h o are 
h a n d i c a p p e d or dep r ived in any way. 

Hi s insp i ra t ion , his ca r ing a n d his gent le presence 
has e n r i c h e d us . H i s d e p a r t u r e to W e s t p o r t leaves a 
v a c u u m , b u t we h o p e he will have the s ame fruitful 
and fulfilling life a m o n g the peop le of W e s t p o r t . 

Jar la th Fahey 



BENNY'S B A K E H O U S E 
(Ballyhaunis) Ltd. 

• * * 

Home Bakery, Coffee Shops, Lunches Served Daily 

Telephone: Bal lyhaunis 443 S.T.D. (0907) 30443 
Freshness Guaranteed 

Come and Visit the 

Shopping Arcade 
at M A I N S T R E E T , B A L L Y H A U N I S , C O . M A Y O 

Proprietor: William Nestor 
T e l e p h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 443 S . T . D . (0907) 30443 

Carrick Bawn Sales Ltd. 
C O O H N A H A , B A L L Y H A U N I S , C O . M A Y O 

( P r o p . V i n c e n t J u d g e ) 
T e l e p h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 160 S . T . D . (0907) 30160 

JOHN J. LILLY 
PLANT HIRE - LAND RECLAMATION 

Public Works Contractor - Water Schemes - Machines for Hire - J.C.B.'s 
Poclain Exacavators - Komatzu Swamp - Track Bulldozers 

ALSO: 
Tillage Machinery, Balers and Mowers 

JOHNSTOWN, BALLYHAUNIS, CO. MAYO 
Telephone: (0907) 30352 
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A B B E Y P L A Y E R S A B O U T 1926 
Back Row: S e a m u s F i t z m a u r i e e (Devl i s ) , F r . P e p p a r d , E d d i e H e n e g h a n , E d d i e R y a n . 
M i d d l e Row: J o h n n i e G i l m o r e , M i c h a e l M c G r e a l , E d d i e Bies ty , T o m O 'Mal l ey , Michae l 
W a l d r o n , J.J. M u r r a y . 
F r o n t Row: Willie O ' D w y e r , I.ily C a m p b e l l , M r s . F o u d y , Lily S m i t h ( M r s . Wi lson) , Dick 
W a l d r o n , K a t h l e e n Conno l ly , ( M r s . K e a r n s ) , J i m Cau l f i e ld . 

á 

M l 5 

R o a d Race , Abbey S t r e e t 1927 



First Houses , Friary Ground 1930 

Corpus Christi Procession I9Ì6 
Included in the front are Mr. Bernard Byrne R.I.P., Bridge Street and Mr. Thomas Coyne 

R.I.P. (The Square) with armband. How many do you recognise? 
(Photo courtesy of Seamas Durkan) l'a^c 77 



M r . ( i n s Lanlgan and M r . Paddy 
Naughton) t w o w e l l - k n o w n band 
leaden of thc 'Ballroom of Romance1 

e r a return t o the s c e n e of their 
former triumph on the o c c a s i o n o f 

M r . Lanigan's A n n u a l S u m m e r 
Holidays, 

T h e Men f r o m A n n a g h 

Page 7H Left to r i g h t : He len H e n r y , M a r i e C o n n e l l (née F l a t e l y ) , T e r e s a Lyons (nee W a l d r o n ) . 



B A L L Y H A U N I S S T . M A R Y ' S N A T I O N A L S C H O O L 1948/'49 
Back Row (1 to r ) : S. R o a c h , O. Levins , D . Lyons , J. H u n t , S. B a r r e t t , M. Cau l f i e ld , M. C u r l e y , 
P . W a l d r o n , F . C o n n i c a n . 
2nd Row: T. Foudy, L. Hynes , P. Waldron , C. Mannion , M. Nally, M. Kelly, K. McGui re , M. Lyons. 
3rd Row: S. S m y t h , T. J o h n s t o n e , C. F r e y n e , P.J. O ' C o n n e l l , P . M o r a n , M. Lyons , F . G l y n n , G. 
Lyons , M. Coen , A. J o h n s t o n e . 
F r o n t Row: T. Lee tch , M. Bies ty , M. B y r n e , S. H a n n o n R. I .P . , N. Kelly, J. Bies ty , J. Di l lon . 
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C A S T FOR B O H E M I A N GIRL taken o n the back s t eps o f 

Waldron ' s Hall in C l a r e Street w a s Di l lon 's S h o p . 
Front Row: Bi l l Roache R.I.P. , B r e n d a n B y r n e , T o m m y 
Walshe , B e r n a r d and D o r e e n Forde . 

S e c o n d Row: Pat Roache R.I.P. , Lorna R o a c h e , M a u r a 
H y l a n d , Audrey Hea ly . 

Third Row: Den i s Hyland, T o m m y Gavin and Marie Flately 
( P r i n c i p a l s ) , Ned Roache , Bert ie Lynch. 

Fourth Row: M a d d ì e Healy , Imelda W a l d r o n , F i thne 

Waldron , B e r n i e G u n n í g a n , Martha Walshe . 
Fifth Row: Anna O'Boy le , Mary Flate ly , Theresa Grif f in , 

F n d a Lyons . 

l o p Row: Joe Grif f in R.I.P. , Paddy Waldron R.I.P. , Joe 
Lynch R.I .P. 
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B a l l y h a u n i s P .T .A.A. 1925 
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I n t e r . C e r t . C l a s s 1965, C o n v e n t of M e r c y , B a l l y h a u n i s 
F r o n t Row: Eve lyn , Caul f ie ld , N o r e e n M u r p h y , M a r y J a n e M u l r e n n a n , E i leen F ree l ey , Helen 
C r u i s e , M a r g a r e t M c G u i r e , M a r i e S t a u n t o n , B r i d i e Kncafsey . 
M i d d l e Row: J o a n C o y n e , Den i se E a r l e y , E l i z a b e t h M o r a n , M a r g a r e t C o n b o y , M a u r e e n 
Keane , M a r y F r e y n e , U n a C r i b b i n , E i l een M o r r i s , M a r y R e g a n . 
Back Row: M a r y Cau l f i e ld , M a r i e M u l r e n n a n , M a r y B y r n e , M a e v e Lyons , M a r y H o p k i n s , 
J enny B u r k e , N o r e c a McNieve , M a r y P l u n k e t t . 

B A L L I N D R K H 1 I ) S T A T I O N S IN JOK FRF.Kl.HY'S 
A g n e s Free ley , Helen Free ley , M i c h a e l Free l ey , A n n i e Free ley , Cai t Free l ey , Mrs . S u l l i v a n R.I.P. , Mrs . 
Gree ley R.I.P., M r s . F r e e m a n R.I .P. , B a b y ( i l y n n , A n n i e Cilynn R.I .P. , Mrs . R e g a n , Mi, ki. Barre t t , Mrs . 
Phi l P o w e r , M a r g a r e t D o n n e l l y , M r s . W a k l r o n , Kate Lyons , Miss M o r a n , M r s . C u n n a n e R.I .P. , M r s . 

F lanagan R.I.P. , M r s . Hea ly R.I .P. , Rev. Fr. F i t z g e r a l d . ( P h o t o cour te sy Mrs . R e g a n ) 






