
A N N A G H 



Season*s Greetings 
May I wish all the readers of Annagh Magazine a joyful and blessed 

Christmas and a bright and prosperous New Year. I congratulate our local 
Junior Chamber in producing the present issue with its reflection on and reporting 
the events of the passing year. 

In the Parish the past year has seen a wonderful manifestation of the co­
operation of the people in the Liturgy and Life of the Church - God's people on 
earth. The Pastoral Assembly provided the Ministries of the Eucharist, the 
Word of God, Order and Decorum in the Services, culminating in the magnificent 
Easter Liturgy, in which so many were involved. 

The Restoration of the ancient Maundy - the Washing of the Feet, the public 
commitment of the various grades in the church was a moving and enriching 
experience. I thank the Pastoral Council for their help in the work of the Parish 
when their help was really needed. 

I welcome Fr. Martin Gleeson to the Parish and Fr. M. King O.S.A. to the 
Abbey. I know they will come to love Ballyhaunis as I do and they will enrich the 
parish with their talents and experience. We say God Speed to Fr. J. Flynn and 
Fr. J. Maker O.S.A., whose work among us albeit short will be remembered with 
gratitude. 

We congratulate Fr. Jimmy Cribbin, Lecarrow on his ordination to the 
Priesthood and rejoice with his family and friends on that happy occasion. We 
wish him ad multos annos. 

I pray that the coming year will see a continuation of the spirit of co-operation 
and generosity in self-giving that has marked our parish in the past. 

Caith ná coigil do star: 
Caith go fial & gheobhair níos mó! See Luke, 6-38 

P a t r i c k O . C o s t e l l o , P . P . 

A Message from Junior Chamber 
On behalf of Ballyhaunis Junior Chamber members, I wish our readers a 

happy and peaceful Christmas. I thank you for your support during the year. I 
hope you will enjoy reading the many articles in "Annagh" which may remind 
you of the past in Ballyhaunis or made you proud of the present achievements of 
the town. 

Mary Freeley (President) 



Editorial 
We have reached thc mid-ninctecn eighties 

in our eighth edition of " A n n a g h " Magazine. 

Wc have tried to record -some of the many 
developments in the area in recent years in the 
Industrial, Educational, Infustructural, Re­
creational and Sporting spheres. 

In thc Spring of this year we, thc Ballyhaunis 
community, were presented wi th the Mayo 
Mcithcal Award in Dub l in . 

At Easter, Ballyhaunis officially twinned wi th 
Guilers, Brittany in France. 

In the Summer, many thousands attended 
thc Second Annual Ballyhaunis Trade Fair. 

Our telephone system also became ful ly 
automatic. We wish to thank the former tele­
phonists for their courtesy and patience over 
the many years. 

I n Au tumn, Ballyhaunis Junior Chamber 
Debating Team won thc National Debating 
Final in Dub l in by defeating Castleknock. 

Nearby, the first full {lights left the Connaught 
Regional Airport for Rome and began a new 
chapter in the development of thc area. 

We once again thank our advertisers and our 
contributors for making the magazine feasible. 

Wc thank our readers for their continued 
support and we hope that you wi l l f ind some 
aspects of the magazine which wi l l pleasantly 
recall the past, or make them proud of the 
present in Ballyhaunis. 
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N.C.F. Stores (Ballyhaunis) 
Manures, Feedstuffs, Farm 

Implements and a large range of 
Veterinary Medicines 

N.C.F. Mart (Ballyhaunis) 
Sales Every Saturday 

Cows, Heifers and Bullocks 

S.T.D. (0907) 30116 

B r i a n M u n r o & S o n s 
I N S U R A N C E B R O K E R 

A U C T I O N E E R & E S T A T E A G E N T 
B ranch Manager o f the 

I r ish Permanent Bu i ld ing Society 
M A I N S T . , B A L L Y H A U N I S 

Telephone: (0907) 30343/30463 

• * • 
I n v e s t m e n t s - Pens ions 

All types of Life Assu rance 
All Risks I n s u r c d : -

H o m c s , F a r m s , Business P remises , 
Fac to r i e s , Bui lders e tc . 

Es ta te a n d P r o p e r t y M a n a g e m e n t 
(Incl. Rate Collecting/Leasing) 

For al l y o u r B u s - H i r e a r r a n g e m e n t s con tac t : 

M. L Y O N S 
L e c a r r o w - B a l l y h a u n i s - C o . M a y o 

S T D (0907) 30347 

N A T I O N A L A N D I N T E R N A T I O N A L 
C E R T I F I C A T E S 

F O O T B A L L M A T C H E S , S W I M M I N G , 
D I N N E R - D A N C E S , I . C . A . M E E T I N G S , 

S C H O O L T O U R S E T C . 

P e r s o n a l a n d F r i e n d l y 
S e r v i c e G u a r a n t e e d 
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MEITHEAL AWARD 

P R E S E N T A T I O N O F T H E M E I T H E A L A W A R D 
Pat Higgins ( w h o p r e s e n t e d t h e s u b m i s s i o n ) , M a r y F r e e l e y (President, Junior Chamber, 
B a l l y h a u n i s ) , G e r a r d McGarry ( P r e s i d e n t , Chamber o f Commerce) 

Fr iday , F e b r u a r y 8 th . , 1985 saw the people of 
Bal lyhaunis , past and p resen t , h o n o u r e d wi th thc 
prest igious " M a y o Mci thca l 1984 A w a r d " . 

The p resen ta t ion was m a d e at the M u i n t i r 
M h a i d h Ho D i n n e r D a n c e in the Bur l ing ton Ho te l , 
Dub l in , a gala event of a lmost one t h o u s a n d in 
a t t endance which makes it one of thc biggest and 
most e legant on the D u b l i n D i n n e r D a n c e scene , 
some th ing which speaks vo lumes of the success 
and s tand ing and indeed of the fraternal spir i t of the 
M a y o e m i g r a n t s in the capi ta l . 

A m o n g the a t t endance on tha t m e m o r a b l e and 
historic n ight for Bal lyhaunis was an official 
representative of 38 clubs, organisations, associations, 
and commi t t ee s along wi th represen ta t ives of 
bus iness en te rp r i ses , well wishers and fr iends - a 
par ty of 60 in all. 

T h e ci ta t ion was read by Liz H o w a r d of Acr 
L ingus and G .A.A. fame, w h o was one of the th ree 
adjudicators along wi th M o s s K e a n e of rugby fame 
and Frank Feely, Dubl in City Manager . T h e beautiful 
crystal vase was p resen ted by M u i n t i r M h a i d h Eo , 
Pres iden t , F rank F l e m m i n g to Pat Higg ins w h o 
received it on behalf of the C o m m u n i t y . G e r r y 
M c G a r r y , P res iden t of C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e 
replied to the p resen ta t ion . 

T h e adjudica tors dec ided to make thc award to the 
people of Bal lyhaunis on thc formal p roposa l of Pat 
Higgins w h o compi led a n d p re sen ted , a ided by 
G e r r y M c G a r r y , P r e s i d e n t of C h a m b e r of 
C o m m e r c e ; Rita L u n d o n , P res iden t of J u n i o r 
C h a m b e r ; Ka th l een H u n t and J a m e s W a l d r o n , a 
vo lumous submiss ion of the cons tan t co -opera t ive 
unwil l ingness to be o v e r w h e l m e d by major 

d i sadvan tages which charac te r i sed the people of 
Bal lyhaunis over the p rev ious 14 years and led last 
N o v e m b e r to the Connaugh t Telegraph editorialising: 

"Ballyhaunis, without fanfare or fuss, has 
emerged to become Mayo's premier 
industrial centre, a gem in the field, which 
stands to be admired by other towns not so 
enterprising or commercially awake." 

Liz H o w a r d ' s exp lana t ion of Ba l lyhaun i s ' award 
and why they were awarded it:-

" W e have great pleasure in selecting the 
"Peop le o f Ba l l yhaun i s " as Mcithcal A w a r d 
winners for 1984. In thc past fourteen years o r 
so, they have brought the town f r o m its knees, 
as it W E R E - I O be a leading light and example to 
all in M a y o and indeed in the rest of 
the coun t r y . " 
" T h e obv ious sense o f co-operat ion and 
communi ty spirit displayed by the townspeople 
is an example to e v e r y b o d y w i th regard to 
what can be achieved when this spiri t is 
harnessed in the correct manner . T h e deter­
minat ion and pr ide shown by thc commun i t y 
in f ighting its case at local and national 
governmenta l level has to be commended and 
a d m i r e d . Judg ing f r o m the plans for the future 
there appears to be no signs o f a " l e t -up " in thc 
cause o f i m p r o v i n g (a) the lifestyle o f the 
people, and (b) the env i ronment o f the town o f 
Ba l l yhaun is . " 

"It is something that the people o f Ballyhaunis 
and indeed all M a y o can be p roud of ." 
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H e r e wc go! H e r e we go! H e r e we go! 

M a y b e the original idea for cycl ing from M i z e n 
H e a d in Cork to Ma l in H e a d in Donega l c a m e abou t 
at the e n d of a long n igh t in a local hos te l ry in 
Bal lyhaunis . Suffice it to say that the idea took root 
and eventua l ly led to 12 m o n o - m a n i a c s on whee ls 
cycling the length of t h c c o u n t r y to raise m o n e y for 
C o n c e r n . Before such an o n e r o u s journey could be 
considered, exhaustive t ra ining had to be under taken 
by each of thc cyclists ; so t he sight of a g r o u p of 
r iders head ing ou t in t hc early m o r n i n g mist was no t 
an unusua l one in the m o n t h s leading u p to t hc t r ip . 
Also t he fact that D r . Michae l Cleary , a pa r t i c ipan t 
in thc cycle, had personal ly wi tnessed thc suffering 
a n d depr iva t ion in E th iop ia whils t on a 3 m o n t h 
sojourn t h e r e , a d d e d a cer ta in gus to to eve ryone ' s 
efforts. 

Whi le t he t ra in ing was going ahead , the financial 
end of t hc u n d e r t a k i n g was not be ing forgot ten . 
T h e fund got off to a great s tar t t hanks to a very 
gene rous con t r i bu t ion from Halal M e a t Packers a n d 
the organis ing c o m m i t t e e led by Brid Cleary , Peg 
Byrne and He len Free ley worked uns t in t ing ly to 
ensu re t hc success of t he t r ip . T h i s success could no t 
be achieved w i thou t thc s u p p o r t of the t o w n s p e o p l e 
of Bal lyhaunis a n d a measu re of the i r eagerness 
could be gauged from the en thus ia s t i c send-off 
given to the cyclists on the day pr io r to t hc 
c o m m e n c e m e n t of the journey . T h e t ravel l ing 
a r r a n g e m e n t s involved R o b e r t M c N a b b , Joe 
G r o g a n and Rory O ' C o n n o r each taking the i r o w n 
vehicles, wi th the rest of thc par t i c ipan t s going wi th 
Pat Higg ins in " O l d N e l l i e " , thc C o m m u n i t y School 
m i n i - b u s . T h e first mechanica l failure of thc t r ip 
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oceured a r o u n d Coachfor t in C o r k whe re Robb ie 
M c N a b b ' s car gave u p the ghos t desp i te Rory 
O 'Dr i sco l l ' s inside knowledge of the work ing ' s of a 
diesel eng ine and the supp l ica t ion a n d p raye r of the 
peop le on the b u s w h o had n o w arr ived on the scene, 
no spark of life was ev iden t . T h i s necess i ta ted a swift 
changeove r of gear and trai ler to t he n o w - c r o w d e d 
m i n i - b u s and " O l d N e l l i e " was to exact her revenge 
for this extra b u r d e n in t he days to come . Eventual ly 
wc set off again, wi th Pat Higg ins d r iv ing thc bus 
wi th great dex te r i ty to reach ou r final des t ina t ion at 
Colla H o u s e in Schul l at 11.00 p . m . on W e d n e s d a y , 
3rd Ju ly . By th is t ime Pat and N a n c y Scanlon had 
arr ived from D u b l i n so the full c o m p l i m e n t of 
cyclists were now presen t . It was a m e a s u r e of thc 
ser iousness of the miss ion tha t even the most 
h a r d e n e d d r inke r s in thc c o m p a n y (who shall be 
nameless) hi t thc bed s t ra ight after d i n n e r as 
ins t ruc t ions had been issued for an early call at 6.00 
a .m. the following m o r n i n g . 

T h u r s d a y , 4 t h J u l y Roll Call at 6.00 a .m. and 
Colla H o u s e is a bus t le of act ivi ty. Whi ls t t he 12 
cyclists were busy c r a m m i n g in c a r b o h y d r a t e s in 
p repa ra t ion for the i r 400 mile journey , the col lectors 
were d o n n i n g the i r C o n c e r n sashes and ge t t i ng the i r 
schedu le sor ted ou t . All offers of he lp had been 
refused by the k i tchen staff so wi thou t was t ing t i m e 
wash ing t hc d ishes , t hc ent i re convoy h e a d e d off to 
cover the last 12 miles to M i z e n H e a d . T h e r e was a 
cer ta in nervous tension in the air as t he cyclists m a d e 
last m i n u t e ad jus tments and pysched t h e m s e l v e s u p 
for the t r ip ahead. Everyone was b u o y e d u p wi th the 
h o p e that the t r ip would prove to be a financial 



success for C o n c e r n and so in an op t imis t i c f rame of 
mind the Deadly D o z e n set off from M i z e n H e a d at 
a round 8.30 a .m. Rory O ' C o n n o r , car ry ing the spare 
e q u i p m e n t , a ccompan ied the cyclists whils t the 
main body of collectors travelled wi th Pat Higg ins in 
the m i n i - b u s and Joe G r o g a n , loudspeakers 
announc ing the miss ion , acted as i n t e rmed ia ry 
be tween the two g r o u p s . In the first village M a r g a r e t 
O ' C o n n o r colleccd thc pr incely s u m of 20p a n d we 
all hoped that this was not an o m e n for the coming 3 
days. As the m o r n i n g passed , the cyclists were 
separated from each o the r in t h ree or four different 
groups and Joe G r o g a n did trojan work to keep in 
contact wi th all of the pa r t i c ipan t s . 

S topp ing in Ban t ry for a break , everyone was 
surpr ised to hear the loudspeakers b lar ing away 
outside. O n invest igat ion it t u r n e d ou t to be a 
Corkonian who , still ce lebra t ing the Al l - I re land 
hurl ing victory n ine m o n t h s previous ly , was 
expound ing at length on the state of thc c o u n t r y , 
Fianna Fail and F ine Gael a n d any th ing else that 
came into his head , m u c h to thc a m u s e m e n t of the 
locals. In the m e a n t i m e t he a l t e rna to r went in thc 
min i -bus , which necess i ta ted Pat Higg ins wai t ing 
behind for two hour s whils t the collectors w e n t on 
ahead. A n n a H e r r a n d M a r y T o l a n caugh t u p wi th 
thc main body of cyclists hav ing lost the i r way 
further back when A n n a had a fall off the bike. T h e 
entire crew me t ou t s ide Char levi l lc whe re m e m b e r s 
of Concern from Newcas t l e Wes t had tea and 
sandwiches ready lor everyone (?) to sink the i r t ee th 
into. Whi le thc cyclists m a d e their weary way to 
Limerick, the collectors d rove on ahead to the 
Crescent S h o p p i n g C e n t r e from where they were 
eventually asked to leave w h e n the loudspeakers 
began interfering wi th a M a s s nea rby . Eve ryone 
eventually met u p in the N e w Grecnh i l l s Hote l 
where bl is ters , s u n b u r n and saddle-sores were thc 
order of thc day. O n e of the cyclists m a d e the 
discovery that his shor ts had been on back to front all 
day bu t as yet n e p e r m a n e n t d a m a g e has been 
noticed. I th ink it was T e n n y s o n w h o said " P a i n 
rises u p , old pleasures fall, t he re is one r e m e d y for 
all!, but on this n ight even thc old p leasures and the 
auld remedy could not d o the trick. So it was off to 
bed for nearly eve ryone , wi th ano the r early start 
the following m o r n i n g and the words of " W e are thc 
W o r l d " and " S h o w some C o n c e r n " still r inging in 
our ears. 

F r i d a y , 5 t h J u l y The cycl is ts , after an early 
breakfast, began the long trek from Limer ick 
through the Mid l ands to C a r r i c k - o n - S h a n n o n . The 
collectors, now s t r e n g t h e n e d by the arr ival of 
Seamus G r o g a n and G r a c e O ' C o n n o r , headed back 
into the city where , occupy ing a great posi t ion in 
O'Connell Street , the m o n e y really flowed into the 
boxes. No t expec t ing th is good response and 
because the cyclists still needed suppor t en rou te , we 
headed off sooner than wc would have Irked. T h e 

fruits of the L imer i ck exper ience b o r e ou t the fact 
that you m u s t go w h e r e t he dens i ty of popu la t ion 
makes the collect ion wor thwh i l e . Unfo r tuna te ly 
after this b r igh t s tar t , t he rest of t he day was a big 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t wi th E u g en e C o l l u m and Pat 
Free ley going astray a n d nearly e n d i n g u p in 
T u l l a m o r c , a d i sas t rous r e sponse to thc collection in 
Ath lone , the eng ine of t hc m i n i - b u s going on fire 
anil finally receiving word that no col lect ions would 
be al lowed in the N o r t h the following day because 
the p e rmi t s had not a r r ived . T h e one b r igh t spot was 
thc food and hospi ta l i ty given to the en t i re g r o u p by 
M a t t O ' D w y e r in A th lone , i nconven ienc ing h im the 
day beofre his w e d d i n g to G e r a l d i n e - m a g n a n i m o u s 
ges tu re indeed. T e r r y C o l e m a n took over the dr iv ing 
of thc afflicted m i n i - b u s from Pat Higg ins and a 
fur ther collection was m a d e in Longfo rd before the 
bad wea ther finally caugh t u p wi th us a r o u n d 
Bal l inamore . T h e cyclists had to use old 10-10-20 
bags suppl ied by a local fa rmer to pro tec t t h e m from 
the rain, wh ich p robab ly d i d n ' t do m u c h for their 
weary l imbs bu t was a great he lp to the hair on their 
ches t s . T h a t n ight everyone s tayed in C a r r i c k - o n -
S h a n n o n whe re they were encouraged by suppor t e r s 
from Bal lyhaunis inc lud ing Sean F r e y n e , Michae l 
G r o g a n , A n n Cur ley and T e r e s a G r o g a n . 

S a t u r d a y , 6 t h J u l y A collect ion was m a d e in 
C a r r i c k - o n - S h a n n o n by Br id , N a n c y and Helen as 
the cyclists began the " las t l e g " of the i r journey up 
t h r o u g h t he N o r t h . T h e wea the r was beautiful for 
this last day and as n o col lect ions were be ing m a d e , it 
m e a n t that t he r iders got as m u c h s u p p o r t as 
poss ible . O n wc wen t t h r o u g h Enniski l len to Der ry , , 
where we were de layed d u e to a b o m b scare on the 
b r idge . C o n t a c t was m a d e wi th the hotel in 
Buncrana to say tha t ou r arrival would he later than 
expec ted . All of the cyclists hav ing e n d u r e d a tough 
3' / 2 mile ascent to Mal in vil lage, me t in a local 
wa te r ing hole which they had the cold comfor t of no 
d r a u g h t beer and w h e r e you m a d e your o w n tea if 
you requ i red it. At this stage the g r o u p were joined 
by Joe and Rose Freeley w h o came u p specially for 
the occasion - as of yet the re was no sign of M a r y 
Rose , bu t I ' m sure her p resence was felt t h r o u g h o u t 
the ent i re journey . And so finally it was on to Mal in 
Head itself, a c c o m p a n i e d by a whole convoy of cars 
and suppo r t e r s . T h e r e was great rejoicing, mixed 
wi th relief, w h e n the end of the journey was finally 
reached and t hc cyclists , w h o could go no further , 
were e i ther too elated or too sore to notice the bit ter 
cold of the n ight . S o m e p h o t o g r a p h s were taken and 
then it was s t ra ight back to the hotel for a meal and a 
well deserved ce lebra t ion . Afterwards , we were 
t rea ted to Joe G r o g a n doing his impress ions of well 
k n o w n local personal i t ies and fleeing in te r ror w h e n 
Rory O ' D o n n e l l s tar ted to sing. Everyone got to bed 
pre t ty late. 
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P r o c e e d s of Mizen to M a l i n Cyc le M a r a t h o n be ing h a n d e d over to E t h i o p i a n F a m i n e A p p e a l 

S u n d a y , 7 t h J u l y - S u n d a y was a day of rest and a 
well deserved one at tha t . T h e person w h o sugges ted 
that thc g r o u p should cycle back shou ld possibly 
have been left b e h i n d b u t eventua l ly the journey 
h o m e got u n d e r w a y , wi th a s topover in " D o n e g a l ' s " 
local on the way d o w n to show t h e m he was still alive 
if not qu i t e kicking. T h e r e was a final get toge ther 
that n ight in the hote l , one last chance to savour the 
a t m o s p h e r e and camerade r i e of a w o r t h w h i l e u n d e r ­
taking a n d to hear the news tha t app rox ima te ly 
£ 9 , 5 0 0 had been col lected d u r i n g the course of the 

exercise . N o t only had it been a personal ly satisfying 
exper ience for t he cyclists bu t it had t u r n e d ou t to be 
a major financial success for C o n c e r n . At t he end of a 
long 5 days, John Cleary posed the rhetorical quest ion 
" I s t he re life after M a l i n ? " P a r a p h r a s i n g tha t I 
shou ld ask is the re life D U E to M a l i n and o the r 
p r o m o t i o n s like it and k n o w i n g the answer is Y E S , I 
th ink the t own s h o u l d be justifiably p r o u d of its 
chosen sons and d a u g h t e r s and the i r efforts. 

S h e a O ' C a l l a g h a n 

C o l l e c t o r s for Mizen to Mal in Cyc le 
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Putting up the Shuts 

V O C A T I O N A L S C H O O L 1950 
Back Row (1 to r ) : P . C u n n a n e , M. T u o h y , T . Lav in , M. H o p k i n s , S. F inn , M. Lee, N. M u r p h y , 
V. S a l m o n , N. Gr i f f in , J. Sh i e ld s . 
Midd le Row (1 to r ) : A. F i t z m a u r i c e , S. F r a i n , S. Doyle , K. P r e n d c r g a s t , M. M o r a n , T . Healy , 
( ì . W a l d r o n , F . Hea ly , L. C a s s e r l y , I. Ph i l l i p s . 
F r o n t Row: A. G r o g a n , M. E g a n , M. F a n n i n g , N. B r e t t , M. Kelly, M. Kelly, B . G r o g a n , R. 
O 'Mal ley . 

P e r h a p s it wou ld be of in teres t especial ly to t he 
older gene ra t ion to t u r n the clock back a " f e w " years 
and take a look at t he s imple " I n v e n t i o n " desc r ibed 
below, which in its o w n day , so successfully served 
its p u r p o s e . 

" S h u t s " or to give t h e m thei r cor rec t n a m e , 
S h u t t e r s , were in genera l use in Bal lyhaunis at t he 
t ime I m a d e my initial en t ry in to the wor ld of 
c o m m e r c e more t h a n half a cen tu ry ago. 

T h e y have long s ince gone o u t of fashion, b u t 
were in use in isolated cases u p to qu i t e recent ly . 
Indeed it could be said wi th some just if icat ion 
that the " S h u t s " were the fo re runne r to t he Rol ler 
Blind, the Venet ian Bl ind, and thc steel shu t t e r 
which are in genera l use at t he p resen t t i m e . 

T h e i r p r imary funct ion was t hc ove rn igh t 
p ro tec t ion of thc s h o p w i n d o w s from accidenta l 
damage or vanda l i sm, a l t h o u g h qu i t e recent ly I 
heard one local wit desc r ibe t h e m as " W o o d e n 
Bl inds" . 

It was t he du ty of a m e m b e r of the staff to p u t 
t hem u p (fit t h e m over the w indows) each n igh t and 
take t h e m d o w n again in t he m o r n i n g . 

T h e " S h u t s " were m a d e from heavy t i m b e r , a n d 
there were three sepera te sect ions to each set , a set 
covered one w i n d o w , the cen t r e sect ion was t he last 
to be fitted and ac ted s o m e w h a t like the key s tone in 
an a rch , in so far as it kept t hc o t h e r two sect ions 
firmly in posi t ion. 

I said earl ier tha t t he shu t s were normal ly p u t u p 

P h o t o g r a p h cou r t e sy of Joe G r e e n e 

each n igh t and taken d o w n in t he m o r n i n g , b u t of 
course the re were some excep t ions to tha t ru le , for 
e x a m p l e , at t he first s ign of any t r o u b l e or d i sorder in 
t he s t ree t o u t s i d e , t he " s h u t s " were p u t u p 
immedia t e ly , t he theo ry be ing tha t " p r e v e n t i o n is 
be t t e r t h a n c u r e " . 

A n o t h e r even t w h i c h necess i ta ted immed ia t e 
p recau t iona ry measu re s was the polit ical mee t ing , 
especial ly if it was held o n a fair day or d u r i n g a 
G e n e r a l Elect ion C a m p a i g n . Very often the 
p roceed ings at some of those mee t ings were not 
conf ined just to verbal exchanges . 

Poli t ics was a ser ious m a t t e r in t he ear ly th i r t ies as 
m a n y of the o lde r gene ra t ion will r e m e m b e r . 

W h e n the first speaker began to address thc 
" P a r t y F a i t h f u l " t he ( S h o p ) e m e r g e n c y p lans were 
pu t in to opera t ion and needless to say par t of thc 
p lan inc luded p u t t i n g u p thc " S h u t s " . T o the casual 
obse rve r , p u t t i n g u p t hc " S h u t s " would appear to be 
a s imple mat te r , b u t for t he inexper ienced it could be 
a h a z a r d o u s ope ra t ion . 

I have to a d m i t t ha t m y first i n t roduc t ion to this 
par t of m y basic t r a in ing had a d is tas t rous ending 
w h e n one of t he shu t s fell t h r o u g h the window. 

Al though a lot of wate r has flowed under the 
b r idge s ince, I have a vivid recollection of that 
inc ident mainly because it a lmost b rough t to an end 
my career as an app ren t i ce to the Bar, Grocery , 
Provis ion and light h a r d w a r e business . 

I m u s t go now, it 's near closing t ime again. 

O h , I a lmost forgot, I mus t " P u t u p the S h u t s " . 

Johnny Lyons 
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Fr. James Cribbin, Lecarrow, Ballyaunis 

F r . J a m e s C r i b b i n gives his f i rs t b less ing to his 
p a r e n t s Joe a n d Nelly C r i b b i n . 

S u n d a y , 21st Apri l 1985 was an o rd ina ry day in 
the lives of many peop le , b u t to the people of 
Lecar row village it was a day in the lifetime - a day 
never to be forgot ten. It was thc day that Fr . J ames 
C r i b b i n was o rda ined to the P r i e s thood . It was a 
special day for his pa ren t s and relatives and also to 
the wr i te r , as we g rew u p toge ther and worked 
together for a few years at thc Smi thwicks D e p t . 

H a v i n g m a d e enqu i r i e s I have found tha t Fr . 
J ames and the late Fr . Michae l C r i b b i n were the 
only pr ies ts that were b o r n in the village. 

J ames began work in D u r k a n ' s Bot t l ing D e p o t 
dr iv ing a forklift for a few years . In 1974- '75 he 
began to work wi th us in A b b e y q u a r t e r . H e was a 
great reader and was as familiar wi th H o - C h i M i n g 
and C h a i r m a n M a o s T s c T u n g as he was wi th the 
lads at work. James became S h o p S teward for the 
yard and was a capable negot ia tor wi th m a n a g e m e n t 
where he showed dogged de t e rmina t i on for the 
r ights of the workers . 

It came as a great supr ise to us all w h e n he told 
T o m Freely that he was giving .1 week 's not ice and 
that he could become a priest 

Nine hard years study followed at various locations. 
He was an excellent s tuden t as the Bishop from San 
Diego verified at his o rd ina t ion . 

Last M a r c h I received a p h o n e call f rom the 
U .S .A . to say that James was to be o rda ined in All 
Hal lows on April 21st. 

It was a wonderful exper ience to join wi th his 
family and friends at his Ord ina t ion in All Hal lows . 
Ord ina t ion ceremonies can be a t ir ing and har rowing 
exper ience bu t James came t h r o u g h wi th flying 
colours . It was a moving exper ience to see Fr . J ames 
give his First Blessing to his pa ren t s . 

M u r t Hunt 

O n S u n d a y n igh t we organised a recept ion for Fr . 
J ames in his own village. Bonfires blazed and a 
calvacadc of cars met h im at Bal l inlough. Joe Hosty 
went ahead a n d a n n o u n c e d to all t he t ime of his 
arr ival . O n arr ival , the C o m m u n i t y School Band 
conduc t ed by M r s . S iobhan Dcv ine , met the 
calvacadc at Devl is and played some rous ing tunes . 
They marched u n d e r the b u n t i n g and the banne r 

which said " W e l c o m e H o m e Fr . J a m e s " . It was a 
great h o n o u r for me to welcome h o m e Fr . J ames on 
behalf of the village. 

Fr . James celebrated his First Mass in St. Patrick's 
Par ish C h u r c h the next day. T h e r e was a huge crowd 
at it, so big in fact tha t Fr . Costel lo m u s t have 
though t abou t appo in t i ng h im C . C . as he had no 
cura te in the par ish at the t ime! All the friends and 
neighbours then headed for a reception at Churchfield 
H o u s e Hote l , K n o c k where we were welcomed by 
the genial owner J im D u g g a n . A presenta t ion of a 
Chal ice and set of c rue t s was m a d e to Fr . J ames by 
his well wish ing n e i g h b o u r s . 

T w o weeks later at a recep t ion in the Hor se Shoe-
I n n , Mar i e M u r p h y p resen ted Fr . J ames with thc 
b a n n e r she m a d e herself. A shor t t ime later Fr . 
J a m e s officiated at M a r i e ' s mar r iage to Michae l 
B r e n n a n in wha t was to be his first wedd ing . W e 
were all the re that day too so it was an exci t ing few 
weeks. 

S o m e t i m e later, I was especially de l igh ted w h e n 
F r . J ames said M a s s at thc D e p o t a m o n g his old 
workma te s . T h e r e , he me t his old boss T o m Freeley. 
I had thc h o n o u r to make the p resen ta t ion to h im -
the proceeds of a C a r d Dr ive , a Social and voluntary 
dona t ions . 

Back Row (1 to r ) : Joe G o o n e r t y , M a r y Wal sh , 
M a r y B u r k e . 
F ron t row: (1 to r ) : Mi ch ac l O 'L o u g h l i n , T o m Free ley , 
F r . J a m e s C r i b b i n . 
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Fr . J a m e s wi th some of his old w o r k m a t e s in the 
y a r d of I r i sh Ale B r e w e r i e s , left to r i gh t : G e r r y 
M a g u i r e , F r . J a m e s , Michae l H u n t , P a t Doyle , 
P a t r i c k Regan , S e a m u s M a g u i r e , T o m Hgan . 

For thc next few months Fr . James celebrated Mass 
in m a n y of o u r h o m e s and was to go to San Diego 
before the M a y o / D u b l i n replay. H o w e v e r , he m u s t 
have got some divine in te rven t ion because he saw 
the m a t c h ! 

He is now work ing in San Diego . All I can do is 
recall the prayer that I reci ted at M a s s in t he d e p o t 
" o n behalf of thc people of Leca r row and all his 
former workmates at I .A .B . I wish F r . J a m e s the 
best of luck in the fu ture ; we also r e m e m b e r F r . 
G e r r y G o r m l y his good f r i end . " 

M u c h thanks is d u e to eve rybody conce rned in 
any way wi th the h o m e c o m i n g of F r . J a m e s and thc 
s u b s e q u e n t ce lebra t ions and recep t ions . 

JAMES WEBB 
"High Class Victualler" 

11X 

P r i m e Ox and Heifer Beef, 
M u t t o n of best qua l i ty , F r e s h H o m e m a d e 
Pork Sausages , Cooked H a m s , Roas t Pork . 

M i n c e d M e a t a Special i ty 
L a m b and Pork in Season . 

B A L L Y H A U N I S , C O . M A Y O 
T e l e p h o n e : (0907) 30063 

DONALD K. MORAN 
AND SONS 

Building Contractors 

Knox Street, Ballyhaunis 

S.T.D. (0907) 30079 

Congrats to 'Annagh' from.... 

Freeley 
MAIN STREET - BALLYHAUNIS 

t t t 

If you are looking for something 
special in Ballyhaunis, we have it! 

S.T.D. (0907) 30200 
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T h e best range 
of service s for 

the over 60's. 
If you ' re over 60, y o u ' v e put in a lot of hard 
w o r k in your time, a n d you' l l wan t to en joy 
your "Go lden Y e a r s ' in peace and security. 
Bank of Ireland has a special range of 
serv ices w h i c h are des igned to help y o u 
do that. A n d what ' s more - they ' re f ree 1 

• F R E E B A N K I N G 
N o transaction charges for personal 
Cheque Books Accoun ts and total 
conf idential i ty assured. 

• M O N T H L Y I N C O M E S A V I N G S 
A C C O U N T 
Interest paid mon th l y on amoun ts ove r 
£ 3 , 0 0 0 . 

• F R E E A D V I S O R Y S E R V I C E 
Free confidential adv ice on our w i d e 
range of serv ices including such 
matters as Tax , Wi l l s and Inheri tances. 

BECOME A 

• F R E E S A F E - K E E P I N G O F 
V A L U A B L E S 
Valuab les or d o c u m e n t s held for safe­
keeping free of charge. 

• F R E E T R A V E L S E R V I C E 
N o c o m m i s s i o n charged for Travel lers ' 
Cheques and free adv ice on travel 
f inance. 

All that, plus rock sol id security. 
A n y o n e over 6 0 w h o has a Bank of Ireland 
account in the Republ ic of Ireland 
qualifies, so if you ' re already a cus tomer or 
are go ing to o p e n an account, s imply ask 
for your G o l d e n Years Cus tomer Card. 

O r y o u can have further detai led 
informat ion by call ing into your nearest 
branch of Bank of Ireland. 

B a n k cFlreiana 
Strong and safe 
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It is believed tha t t he pack of p laying ca rds was 
i n t roduced as far back as the twelf th c e n t u r y , a n d no 
d o u b t whoever was respons ib le for the inven t ion has 
p rov ided a great source of e n t e r t a i n m e n t (and 
modes t g a m b l i n g for the mos t par t ) over the past 
h u n d r e d of years . I n t he cities a n d t o w n s we have t he 
Bridge C l u b s , the poker - schoo ls a n d the solo g a m e s , 
b u t in rura l I re land the mos t popu l a r g a m e is 
" T w e n t y - F i v e " (which in some areas is e x t e n d e d to 
" F o r t y - F i v e " ) . 

T h e Idle T i m e s 
I can never r e m e m b e r w h e n I l earned h o w to play 

" t w e n t y - f i v e " - it wou ld a p p e a r tha t it was pa r t of 
g rowing u p in the c o u n t r y long ago j thc t i m e w h e n 
there were ghos ts a n d b a n s h e e s , a n d we had the o p e n 
turf fire and the d o u b l e - w i c k l a m p . T h e r e was tha t 
per iod of the year w h e n we had the long n igh t s 
be tween the d igging of t he po ta toes in O c t o b e r and 
the s tar t of the p lough ing in early F e b r u a r y , a per iod 
that was k n o w n as t he " id le t i m e s " . 

T h a t was the t i m e of m y life also w h e n a 
newspape r only came in to the village once or twice a 
week, and c o u n t r y lads rarely wen t to t o w n on week-
nights . So the g a m e of twenty- f ive was t he main 
form of e n t e r t a i n m e n t in those days , a n d a p e n n y a 
game was t he usual s take, and peop le rarely left the i r 
own towns land or village for a g a m e of ca rds . 

T h e Stakes 
Apar t from m o n e y , t he re were o t h e r pr izes to be 

won as well , at different t imes of t he year . T h e r e was 
the playing for fowl, for ins tance - a t u rkey , a goose 
or a pair of d rakes - a n d th is wou ld b r i n g a ser ious 
note to the p roceed ings . A n o t h e r was the p lay ing for 
a pig 's head , and w h e n the pig was killed locally th is 
was a very special occasion indeed ; and in t he course 
of p repar ing for the g a m e and fixing t hc p r ice , t he 
identi ty of t he b u t c h e r at the pig-ki l l ing was often 
the dec id ing factor in dec id ing w h e t h e r or no t it was 
worth the n ine shil l ings collected before t he g a m e . 
This meant a shill ing a m a n (very few w o m e n played 
cards in those days) , and wi th p a r t n e r s of t h r ee 
threes we played for t he first five games , wi th t h r ee 
games in the " c r o s s - p l a y " (or final). 

O w n Language 
T h e n we had our o w n language for t he g a m e of 

rWfNTY flWE 
T o n y Boy le 

" t w e n t y - f i v e " . T h c ace of hea r t s was k n o w n as the 
" b o n h a m " , a n d if the g a m e d id no t " g o - o u t " in one 
r o u n d , the ques t i on was asked " W h a t ' s t he c o m b ? " 
and w h e n it was be ing asked whose t u r n it was to 
deal the ca rds , t he g r a m m a r m a y no t have been 
perfect at t imes a n d one cou ld hear " w h o d o l e ? " . 

A n d woe and be t ide you , if you fell p a r t n e r wi th a 
con t r a ry player ( indeed they still exis t ) . You would 
get a tell ing-off if you d i d n ' t " g o to your p l ace" , or 
let t he g a m e ou t for failing to d o so. You would hear 
such a r emark " w h y the blazes d id you no t go in wi th 
the q u e e n - you k n e w his m a t e was r o b b i n ? " And 
there was " s i g n i n g " a m o n g s t p a r t n e r s in some areas , 
a n d in o the r areas you wou ld be disqual i f ied for 
do ing so. But t he satisfaction was in p laying well ; the 
humi l i a t ion was in p laying badly . T o let s o m e b o d y 
else win a g a m e w h e n you had ca rds in y o u r hand 
that could s top h i m , tha t was a ca rd ina l c r ime . 

Long Memor ies 
A n d fellows cou ld recall g a m e s played years 

before , a n d if you had been involved in some of those 
g a m e s , you would k n o w how r ight they were ; if you 
were no t involved, you had to p r e t e n d you u n d e r ­
stood thc ' r ep lay ' of it. 

But basically the g a m e of " t w e n t y - f i v e " changed 
very li t t le, and the twenty- f ive player is the same no 
ma t t e r whe re you mee t h i m . N o w a d a y s the re is very 
little c a rd -p l ay ing in c o u n t r y houses - it is practical ly 
all d o n e in thc p u b s , t he c lubs and thc c o m m u n i t y 
halls. And within thc last decade it is all "progress ive" 
twenty- f ive , played by six at a tab le wi th pa r tne r s of 
th ree pai rs . 

Bal lyhaun is 
Bal lyhaunis is to be congra tu l a t ed in leading thc 

field in this line by s taging wha t they call the "Al l -
I re land 25 D r i v e " . T h i s has been an annua l event 
over t he past few years , and has a t t rac ted over six 
h u n d r e d players on every occasion. I had the interest­
ing b u t successful exper ience of par t ic ipa t ing on at 
least two occasions in these compe t i t i ons , so at least I 
can always tell my g r a n d c h i l d r e n tha t I played in an 
Al l - I r e l and . 

Yes indeed , t he re is no th ing like thc old g a m e of 
" t w e n t y - f i v e " . 
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For all Fancy Goods, Wedding Gifts 
Paints, Wallpapers etc 

JOHN DILLON 
& SONS LTD. 

Agents for: 
First National Building Society 

For all your travel requirements 

DILLON'S 
Travel Agency 

THE SQUARE, BALLYHAUNIS 

S.T.D. (0907) 30021/30269 

Gallagher & Sons 
Limited 
for all your.... 

Building and Furnishing 
Requirements 

ERGAS STOCKISTS 

• • • 

Central Heating Equ ipment 
A Specia l i ty 

S.T.D. (0907) 30020 

PADDY 
DELANEY 
Select Bar and Lounge 

• • • 

Pe t ro l and Diesel Fi l l ing S ta t ion 
L i c e n c e d G u n Dea le r , S p o r t s Accessor ies 

O p e n for Pe t ro l and Diesel 
f rom 10.30 a .m. - 12 M i d n i g h t 

Abbey Street - Bal lyhaunis 

S.T.D. (0907) 30024 

A U S T I N J O R D A N & S O N S 
Upper Main Street - Ballyhaunis 

S.T.D. (0907) 30025 

t t t 

GENERAL MERCHANTS: 
Groceries, Provisions, Hardware, 

Fuel, Seeds and Fertilisers 

Flogas and Accessories 
Stockists of Leading Brands 

Animal Feeding Stuffs 

PERSONAL ATTENTION GUARANTEED 
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M e m o r i e s f r o m t h e F l o o d s o f ' 8 5 t o t h e W a r o f ' 4 5 

W e have no t seen m u c h of the b lue sky in these 
par t s lately, bu t we were cont inua l ly r e m i n d e d tha t 
it was the re , especial ly d u r i n g A u g u s t w h e n wc had 
some very heavy rain. T h e daily average for A u g u s t 
a m o u n t e d to 36 tons per acre . S o m e farmers cu r sed 
thc ra in , o the r s p rayed for s u n s h i n e and the sens ib le 
ones m a d e silage! N o n e of t h e m had to install 
expens ive i r r igat ion sys tems! 

A few glor ious J u n e days he ra lded as we t h o u g h t 
the c o m i n g of a grea t S u m m e r . O n one of those 
glor ious days a h iker passed by thc road . H e s t o p p e d 
at a spot on the road w h e r e m u c h of thc c o u n t r y s i d e 
can be seen. H e was looking in to t he d i s t ance for so 
long tha t my cur iosi ty was a roused . W h e n he left I 
wen t to look. At first g lance t he re was n o t h i n g 
unusua l . T h c s team was r is ing in a s t ra ight c o l u m n 
from Hala l factory ind ica t ing good wea the r . Also 
be ing indica ted was a place w h e r e wise m e n from the 
East have b r o u g h t gold to the area in the form of 
jobs, indus t r ia l d e v e l o p m e n t , n e w marke t s for 
agr icul tura l p r o d u c e , b u t unl ike t he Biblical wise 
m e n no f rankincense or m y r r . T h e hiker was 
p robab ly looking at t he spec tacu la r display of whi te 
tho rn in full b loom, o range b lossom furze set in a 
backg round of forty shades of g reen which s t r e t ched 
into t he d is tance wi th C r o a g h Pa t r ick p rov id ing 
b a c k g r o u n d s . I feel tha t justice c a n n o t b e d o n e to 
that scene wi th t he p e n , so I may ask Pa t K e n n y or 
Chr i s P ra t t to p u t it on canvas next S p r i n g . 

The seasons had changed w h e n K e n W o o t o n an 
English visi tor on a f ishing hol iday d e c i d e d to 
take a walk a r o u n d the fields. It was d u r i n g a 
d o w n p o u r , and I told h im tha t he was daft to go ou t 
in the rain. I t s no t often one gets a chance to tell a 
Professor of Physics at C a m b r i d g e Unive r s i ty tha t 
he is daft. H o w e v e r , it was the wa te r s and the wild 
that b r o u g h t h im here and he set off looking like 
" T h c C o m p l e t e A n g l e r " . T h e sight of wa te r - logged 
pas tures and homes ick bar ley b e n d i n g over 
backwards to get back to roots p r e sen t ed a g loomy 
scene. T h e r e was however , a r e m o t e possibi l i ty tha t 
he would sec " thc one that got away" floating leisurely 
a m o n g thc s u b m e r g e d cocks of hay. H e was 
part icular ly impressed wi th t he h a w t h o r n in Kev in 
Eagney ' s fences for thc shel ter tha t they p rov ided . 

I read s o m e w h e r e that a m a n t r ied to cross from 
England to France on a c o m b i n e harves te r ! I d id not 
believe tha t it could be d o n e unt i l I saw J i m Healcy 
working in cond i t ions this year for wh ich the 
machine was not des igned . As the huge mach ine 
started its maiden voyage a r o u n d the field I recalled 
thc "Titanic" and J im had no lifejacket! W a t c h i n g 
with me that day were visitors f rom Wales , D o n and 
Mary Cook. 

Wha teve r about silver or not so silver c louds it is 
nice to,see the stars again these n igh t s . In my you th I 
heard m a n y great s tories a bou t s t r ange "happenings 
in the night from D e r r y Kelly and M r s . Nel l Lof tus . 

J i m m y C r i b b i n 

Nel l Loftus told me a s tory wh ich I found ou t later to 
be t rue . It c o n c e r n e d a n ight w h e n a shower of red 
hot l u m p s of iron fell f rom the sky! She embel l i shed 
he r story wi th g r a p h i c deta i ls as why any seanachai 
cou ld tell it. H o w e v e r , years later in the L o n d o n 
M u s e u m I d i scovered on a m a p the locat ions where 
me teor s had fallen. T h e r e were several do t s on that 
m a p sou th west of Ba l lyhaunis ! 

W a r Memor ies : -
I t is forty years s ince t he e n d of W o r l d W a r I I . I 

me t th ree peop le this year wi th t h r ee very different 
s tor ies to tell. M r s . Br idie F i t z m a u r i c e a d a u g h t e r of 
Ne l l Lof tus also r e m e m b e r s objects falling from the 
sky. W o r k i n g in a M u n i t i o n s Fac to ry in Coven t ry 
she saw the ra ids in t he " B l i t z " . I n fact in the l iving-
r o o m of t hc house w h e r e she lives wi th her d a u g h t e r 
M a r y a n d her son- in - l aw S e a m u s M c G u i r e is a 
t h e r m o m e t e r wh ich h u n g in her place of work. 
Br idie r e m e m b e r s b r i n g i n g h o m e from E n g l a n d 
ra t ioned tea in hats specially des igned for the task 
d u r i n g the war . F r o m her desc r ip t ions wa r t ime food 
can be s u m m e d u p in one word " Y u c k ! " It consis ted 
of bread a n d scrape ( the marge was p u t on then 
scraped off!) I t was t he ident i f icat ion of t he var ious 
mea t s in t he pies tha t gave rise to the express ion 
" t h a t ' s c a t ! " 

O n M u r p h y ' s M i c r o Q u i z recent ly , Mike asked 
a b o u t the Bat t le of E l - A m a i n . I knew thc answer . I 
got it from a m a n w h o was t he r e . J i m M c Wal te r was 
a c r ew m e m b e r of t he t anks as they rolled across the 
dese r t , his m e m o r i e s of t he M e d i t e r r a n e a n beaches 
are not of sea, sun and sand . H e recalls p h o t o g r a p h s 
asking soldiers to " d i e " so tha t " c a s u a l t i e s " could be 
p h o t o g r a p h e d . H e refused to be p h o t o g r a p h e d 
except w h e n he was s t and ing s t ra ight . H e was 
s t and ing s t ra igh t last year as well w h e n he ce lebra ted 
his T w e n t y Fif th W e d d i n g Anniversa ry wi th his 
wife Josic. I r e m e m b e r h im ge t t ing a great we lcome 
h o m e from my m o t h e r w h o was his sister. It was he 
second last s t ep in a long journey from Egyp t to 
M u i g h near Cloonfad . 

T h e r e were mil l ions of people from scores of 
coun t r i e s tha t s ta r ted s imilar journeys bu t never 
m a d e it h o m e . 
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THIS TOWN IS JUST 600 YEARS OLD 
Excerpt from Irish Press, 
dated Wednesday, 29th December 1948 

A n A m e r i c a n v i s i t o r passing t h r o u g h 
Bal lyhaunis some years ago was heard to say 
of it " N o , the town ain't asleep, 'tis just 
unconscious" 

T h a t was a b o u t 1930, b u t in t hc span of 18 years 
that has since gone by , Ba l lyhaunis has revived from 
its le thargy, s t r e t ched forth its l imbs , and has g r o w n 
into a really hea l thy , progress ive and act ive place. 

H e r e is a t o w n whe re h i s to ry , anc ien t and m o d e r n , 
is b l e n d e d in to one of t he m a n y u n i q u e p a t t e r n s tha t 
go to make M a y o ' s d is t inc t ive charac te r . . . .A t least 
twelve au thor i t i es on place n a m e s , i nc lud ing the 
Gael ic scholar , D r . D . H y d e , have a t t e m p t e d to give 
a satisfactory t rans la t ion of B e á l - a t h a - h A m h m a i s , 
bu t n o n e of the i r efforts appea r to have had genera l 
approva l . It is the op in ion of D r . Michae l F . 
W a l d r o n , Bal lyhaunis - one of C o n n a u g h t ' s leading 
h is tor ians - t ha t it m e a n s " T h e M o u t h of t he Fo r t of 
S l a u g h t e r " . 

T h e founda t ion of Bal lyhaunis goes back to t he 
four teen th cen tu ry . I n D e c e m b e r , 1348, t he A b b e y 
of St . Augus t i ne was founded the re by Chief ta in 
S i u r d á n D u b h M a c C o i s d c a b b h a a n d last J u n e t he 
people wi th c h u r c h d ign i ta r ies , i nc lud ing M o s t Rev . 
D r . Hickey , O .S .A. , S u p e r i o r - G e n e r a l , R o m e , 
a t t ended the 6 th cen tu r y of the c o m i n g of t hc friars 
to the t o w n . T h e A b b e y ' s p resen t P r io r is a 
D u n g a r v a n m a n , Rev . E. A. Mansf ie ld w h o over a 
per iod of 18 years associat ion wi th t he t own has been 
elected Pr io r for a four th t e r m of office. A s t r ik ing 
example of a rch i tec tura l beau ty is t he sp lend id 
par ish c h u r c h , ded ica ted to St . Pat r ick in 1909 by 
the late D r . Healy t h e n A r c h b i s h o p of T u a m . 

In years gone by Bal lyhaunis was an i m p o r t a n t 
d i s t r ibu t ion cen t r e , and was no ted as one of thc mos t 
foremost marke t and fair t o w n s in t he W e s t of 
I re land . H e r e there f lour ished a boot and clog 
factory, whi le weaving and fu rn i tu re indus t r i e s also 
helped to give e m p l o y m e n t to a large sect ion of t h e 
inhab i t an t s . 

Keep It's Past F o r P r ide 
U p to 90 years ago the popu la t ion of Bal lyhaunis 

was less t h a n f ive -hundred . T o d a y it is pract ical ly 
t w e l v e - h u n d r e d . I n Apr i l , 1903, t hc first Fe is 
M h u i g h c o was held in t he t own and was a t t e n d e d 
Dr . D . H y d e and Pad ra ig Pearse . It is in te res t ing to 
recall tha t t he Vice-Pres ident of tha t Feis C o m m i t t e e 
was t he late M r . Michae l J. O ' D o h c r t y , N . T . , 
K i l t imagh , father of M o s t Rev. D r . O ' D o h e r t y , the 
p resen t A r c h b i s h o p of Mani l la . Only five m e m b e r s 
of the original C o m m i t t e e are still alive - D r . M . F . 

W a l d r o n , Phi l l ip W a l d r o n , J . T . S m y t h , Michae l 
M u r p h y and J a m e s M c G i n g . 

Whi le Bal lyhaunis can look wi th p r ide to its past i t ' 
can also face t hc fu ture wi th conf idence . P r imary 
a n d Seconda ry Schools are c o n d u c t e d by t hc Sisters 
of M e r c y and e ight years ago , t h r o u g h the efforts of 
Righ t Rev. M g r . J . G . Chance l lo r P r e n d e r g a s t , P .P . , 
C h a i r m a n of the C o u n t y C o m m i t t e e , a sp lendid 
Vocat ional School was e rec ted . As yet Bal lyhaunis 
has no secondary school for boys . It is h o p e d that 
one will be bui l t t he re shor t ly . 

Br igh t Social L i fe 
A m o n g s t thc t o w n ' s p r o u d e s t possess ions is thc 

fine Parochial Hall erected in 1940. Here the resident 's 
ga the r in social recrea t ion for p lays , whis t dr ives , 
b i l l iards , dances and films. O n e of t he biggest 
c inemas in t he Wes t of I re land has been recent ly 
o p e n e d by M r . P .J . M c G a r r y . 

S ix teen years ago the t o w n ' s first wate r supp ly 
was officially o p e n e d . A b o u t five years ago a new 
sewerage s ch eme was laid d o w n . 

H o u s i n g is one of the greates t p r o b l e m s , bu t the 
posi t ion will be s o m e w h a t rel ieved by the erec t ion of 
e igh teen cot tages on a site at T o o r a r e e , a l ready 
acqu i red by the Board of H e a l t h . 

T h e r e is a box ing c lub u n d e r the c h a i r m a n s h i p of 
Sergean t P. Nal ly , sec re ta rysh ip of L a r r y Free ley , 
t r casu re r sh ip of M r . Den i s Sweeney , B . D . S . , N . U . I . 

U n d e r S c o u t m a s t e r S. D u r c a n , t he F o u r t h M a y o 
T r o o p , C . B . S . , plays no little par t in local affairs. 

U n d e r thc superv i s ion of L i e u t e n a n t T . Flat ley, 
T . C . R . G . , an act ive school of danc ing exists in thc 
t own and m a n y of its pup i l s have won prizes at 
Na t iona l Fe i scanna . 

A local Archaelogical Society has c o n t r i b u t e d 
m a n y valuable and anc ien t ' f inds ' to t he Na t iona l 
M u s e u m , D u b l i n . 

Art ic le by : John Ande rson , I R I S H P R E S S ) 
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With h o u r s of ha rd work in mee t ings , speech -
wri t ing and con templa t ion , and despi te m a n y n e r v e -
wrecking m o m e n t s , Bal lyhaunis D e b a t i n g T e a m s 
have gradual ly acqu i red a deba t ing t e c h n i q u e , 
which one can a lmost feel would beat the best in 
these is lands, p rovided thc t eam c o m m i t m e n t and 
de t e rmina t ion is p resen t . Desp i t e the acqu i red 
t echn iques this p resen t t eam had to pu t in thc same 
hard slog, deba t ing u p and d o w n thc c o u n t r y in 
hotels , d isco-hal ls , t r a d e - u n i o n halls , to thc bosom 
of the legal profession in Blackhall Place. In the first 
few out ings Padra ic Lee was th i rd speaker , and on 
finding a scarcity of t ime he re t i red and Chr i s Pra t t 
pu t himself at the disposal of the t eam by a t t end ing 
his first mee t ing at literally one h o u r ' s not ice . 

It could also be desc r ibed as an eventful year in 
o ther ways - with too fast e n t h u s i a s m on the road to 
deba tes , and ano the r delay at a c ross roads near 
T u l l a m o r e , with a D u b l i n T e a m wai t ing for a s emi ­
final e n c o u n t e r while a s t u b b o r n bus -eng ine refused 
to recognise thc u rgency of the occasion. I a m sure 

that this will not be thc last Al l - I re land success for 
Bal lyhaunis D e b a t i n g T e a m s , and before r e t i r emen t 
I look forward to t he In te rna t iona l T r ipa r t i t e 
Compe t i t i on against Scot t i sh C h a m p i o n s and the 
British J .C . C h a m p i o n s ( r ep resen t ing England and 
Wales) . 

Any article on Bal lyhaunis D e b a t i n g would be 
incomple te w i thou t m e n t i o n of J o h n O ' M a h o n y of 
Ga lway J .C . w h o was to fill the role of formidable 
o p p o n e n t , c o m p e t e n t ad judica tor bo th at h o m e and 
abroad (even t h o u g h decis ions were somet imes 
adverse from a Bal lyhaunis v iewpoin t ) , and w h o was 
a great advisor and avid s u p p o r t e r w h e n not filling 
the other roles. John invariably described Ballyhaunis 
as " t h e Cardiff A r m s of D e b a t i n g " , a ha rd - ea rned 
title indeed! T o C h a p t e r P re s iden t , M a r y Freeley 
and to all the pas t -p re s iden t s of Bal lyhaunis J .C . 
who have fostered the spiri t of this great self-
d e v e l o p m e n t organisa t ion which Jun io r C h a m b e r is, 
we as a c o m m u n i t y , and as a deba t ing t eam, owe a 
d e e p d e b t of g r a t i t u d e . J o h n H i g g i n s 

B A L L Y H A U N I S D E B A T I N G T E A M 1985 
Back Row (1 to r ) : J i m L u n d o n , M a t t O ' D w y e r , J o h n Higg ins ( C a p t . ) , C h r i s P r a t t . 
F r o n t Row (1 to r ) : R i t a L u n d o n , G e r a l d i n e O ' D w y e r , M a r y Higg ins , X a n t h e P r a t t . 

JOHN J. LILLY 
PLANT HIRE - LAND RECLAMATION 

Public Works Contractor - Water Schemes - Machines for Hire - J.C.B.'s 
Poclain Exacavators - Komatzu Swamp - Track Bulldozers 

A L S O : 
Tillage Machinery, Balers and Mowers 

JOHNSTOWN, BALLYHAUNIS, CO. MAYO 
Telephone: (0907) 30352 
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ROLL IN ANOTHER BARREL 
In his excel lent book " O v e r T h c B a r " B r e n d a n O 

h E i t h i r relates m a n y a m u s i n g and in te res t ing tales of 
his associat ion wi th t he G . A . A . H e relates one tale 
conce rn ing a jun ior h u r l i n g ma tch in which a 
de fender took m a n y illegal " p u l l s " b o t h on and off 
the ball on his oppos i t e n u m b e r . At half t ime his 
fellow players told h i m to take it easy as thc m a n he 
was mark ing was a pr ies t . W h e n the p layers l ined u p 
for the second half the de fende r said to the pr ies t : 
" I ' m te r r ib ly sorry, F a t h e r . I t h o u g h t you were only 
a Chr i s t i an B r o t h e r ! " 

Such a m u s i n g tales occur in g a m e s t he length a n d 
b r e a d t h of I re land every S u n d a y and have u rged m e 
to wri te on a few of m y o w n exper iences . 

In 1975, Bal lyhaunis played Belmul le t in a replay 
of a M a y o Senior Footba l l C h a m p i o n s h i p m a t c h in 
Cas t lebar . Unfo r tuna t e ly th ings d i d n ' t go too well 
for us the second day and we were be ing well b e a t e n 
when I was pu t on as a sub . A well known Ballyhaunis 
s u p p o r t e r - w h o d i d n ' t take too kindly to d r ink ing 
m e n playing football - w h e n he saw me c o m i n g on 
u t t e red a loud: - " O h N o ! they ' r e roll ing in a n o t h e r 
b a r r e l " . Needless to say this bar re l d i d n ' t al ter the 
scorel ine a n d we lost. 

M a n y years ago whi le a s t u d e n t in St. Pa t r ick ' s 
College I played in m a n y of t he school leagues 
organised by J o h n Cleary a n d Ja r l a th Fahey . O n one 
par t icu lar occasion t he c rossbar was b roken and it 
caused ex t r eme con t rover sy . A d i m i n u t i v e forward 
playing against m y t e a m got thc ball on the edge of 
thc squa re and sent it be tween the pos ts . A r g u m e n t s 
arose as to w h e t h e r it was a goal or a po in t . Ja r la th 
Fahey w h o was the referee gave a goal . 

S o m e years later Ja r la th and I were ta lking of the 
inc ident and he told m e he gave a goal because he 
d i d n ' t th ink that " s o a n d so would have the s t r eng th 
to kick the ball over thc b a r ! " 

A couple of years ago , Bal lyhaunis played a league 
ma tch in C a r r o w m o r e , Joe W e b b was a Ballyhaunis 
selector at the t ime . N o w C a r r o w m o r e play their 
g a m e s in a field o w n e d by Malachy F o r d e . D u r i n g 
the course of the g a m e Joe got in to an a r g u m e n t with 
the referee. T h e referee o rde r ed Joe ou t of t he field 
and refused to res tar t t hc g a m e unt i l he left. It was 
t h e n Malachy Forde inter jected and said, Malachy , 
N o b o d y will pu t a Bal lyhaunis m a n out of my field, 
and so Joe saw the rest of the g a m e ! 

Ta lk ing of referees r e m i n d s me of a g a m e in which 
T o n y M o r l e y was penal ised by the referee. Tony 
natura l ly p leaded his innocence to thc ref., when the 
ref. q u i p p e d " M o r l e y I k n e w you 20 years a g o . " 

T o n y still doesn ' t know wha t he m e a n t by that 
s t a t emen t . 

T h e O v e r - 3 0 C h a m p i o n s h i p is usually played 
a m o n g ama lgama ted t eams . M a n y of the players 
w h o play in it play no o the r football . Consequen t l y if 
a t eam loses its first r o u n d m a t c h , a player may not 
get a compet i t ive g a m e of football for ano the r year. 

I n 1982 Bal lyhaunis dec ided to a m a l g a m a t e with 
Bal laghadereen . In t he first r o u n d they me t a 
G a r r y m o r e / C l a r e m o r r i s select ion. D u r i n g thc game 
which they lost, Willie Cr ibben received his march ing 
o rde r s for a ra the r trivial foul by O v e r - 3 0 s t anda rds . 

After the g a m e thc conversa t ion cen t red a round 
the length of Wil l ies ' suspens ion . O p i n i o n ranged 
from two weeks to two m o n t h s . Chr i s ty M c C a n n 
from Bal laghadereen joked to Will ie " Y o u ' l l be 
lucky if you d o n ' t get two m a t c h e s " . 

I can recall m a n y o t h e r inc iden ts such as thc day 
T o m C u r r a n landed an o p p o n e n t into t he dra in in 
thc old T o w n Park . 

O r the day w h e n we played in thc C a n o n H e n r y 
C u p final & one of our players scored a goal which led to 
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B A L L Y H A U N I S T E A M 1973 
Back Row (1 to r ) : Noel M u l l a r k e y , S e a m u s F o r d e , J i m m y E g a n , C o l u m b a F o r d e , Al 
M a d d e n , Vinnie Hea ly , P a t s y J e n n i n g s , Will ie C o y n e . 
F r o n t Row (1 to r ) : T o m m y Lyons , T o m C r i b b i n , F r a n k i c Di l lon , T o m F i t z g e r a l d , F r . J.J. 
C r i b b i n , Mike W e b b , P a t C u r l e y . 



B A L L Y H A U N I S 1967 T E A M 
Back Row (1 to r ) : F r . P e t e r W a l d r o n , J o h n Cos te l lo , Aiden Kelly, Noel M o r l e y , R o b e r t Kelly, 
Al M a d d e n , Will ie C r i b b i n . 
F r o n t Row (1 to r ) : J o h n C l e a r y , J i m Higg ins , T o m C r i b b i n , T o m m y Lyons , T o m F i t zge ra ld , 
Johnny Bies ty , P a t C u r l e y . P h o t o cou r t e sy of E a m o n n M u r r e n 

his p re t ty wife danc ing and shou t ing on t hc s idel ine 
in a clear Amer ican accent " T h a t ' s m y m a n , t h a t ' s 
my m a n ! " 

O r the day thc late Brod M o r a n parked his b u s 
outs ide the house of a fervent Ga lway s u p p o r t e r a n d 
we all sang " T h e Boys f rom the C o u n t y M a y o " after 

M a y o had bea ten Ga lway . 

I ' m sure many people have the i r o w n inc iden t s 
they can recall and which b r ings a l augh n o w and 
again. I ' m sure in years to c o m e we will have m a n y 
m o r e . 

E a m o n n M u r r e n 

BERNARD 
BYRNE 

Clare Street - Ballyhaunis 

F o o d s t o r e a n d 
L o u n g e B a r 

S.T.D. (0907) 30039 

Keane's Kitchens Ltd. 
B A L L Y H A U N I S - C O . M A Y O 

A l s o : G A L W A Y S H O P P I N G C E N T R E 

ttt 
S e e our Oak and Deluxe 

Plastic Range at our Showrooms 

S.T.D. (0907) 30038/30251 
Galway Shopping Centre No: 

(091) 64528 
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The Boys from the Co. Mayo 

K e v i n Prendergast 

T h c e n t e r t a i n m e n t bus iness for all its gl i t ter a n d 
superficial charm, can be a cut throat and competi t ive 
one to survive in. N o t to m i n d to succeed in. 

So , it is wi th p leasure a n d no small m e a s u r e of 
p r ide tha t we congra tu la te Kev in P rende rgas t f rom 
Bal lyhaunis who has m a d e it to the very t o p in tha t 
very d e m a n d i n g wor ld as one of I r e l and ' s leading 
Ballad s ingers . 

Kev in from Logboy , near Bal lyhaunis began his 
career as a b a r m a n work ing in Bal lyhaunis . H e later 
worked in K n o c k , Cas t l eba r and as far away as 
K i l l amey . 

W i t h mus ic in his hear t he p layed in M a n c h e s t e r 
then all over Eng land , Sco t land a n d Wales . H e 
eventual ly played in the LJnited Sta tes and has been 
there four t imes playing in Concer t s and Irish C lubs . 

O n one visit to M a n h a t t a n he played in Rosie 
O ' G r a d y ' s which is owned by fellow M a y o m a n 
Aust in De laney , Ki lnock Brickcns , a leading M a y o 
personal i ty in N e w York ' s e n t e r t a i n m e n t wor ld . 

Kevin recalls that the break which pu t h im on the 
right t rack was when he met Bridie Ga l lagher in the 
Cent ra l Hote l , Bal lyhaunis in 1981. Bridie b r o u g h t 
one of his tapes to her r ecord ing s tud io in Belfast. As 
a result his own composi t ion " L e t s go back to M a y o " 
was recorded which was a hit in this coun t ry , in 
Britain and the U .S .A . 

T h i s record br ings , to mind to me a s tory thai 
J i m m y C r i b b i n , Gra l l agh told me . It h a p p e n e d that 
J i m m y be ing in Austral ia dec ided to " h o p o v e r " and 
visit his aun t , Sister M a r y C o l u n i b a n u s at D u n e d i n 
D o m i n i c a n Conven t in N e w Zealand - just like tha t ! 
Needless to say J i m m y got the full t r e a t m e n t from 
the c o m m u n i t y . D u r i n g the meal one of the sisters 
app roached h im with a record sleeve on which there 
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was a p ic tu re of a young m a n , J i m m y found himself 
looking at a r e sp l enden t Kev in P rende rgas t ! " O f 
course I know h i m " said J i m m y " I s n ' t he n e i g h b o u r 
of my own give or take a few m i l e s " was his reply to 
the n u n ' s ques t ion . 

T o get back from J i m m y ' s odysscy d o w n under,. 
Kevin P rendergas t then m a d e his first L . P . and tape-
in 1983 for which he received a Silver Disc . H e has 
just finished a new L . P . and hopes to release a single 
from it for C h r i s t m a s . 

Kev in is especially grateful to Pascal M o o n e y the 
R . T . E . disc jockey for his s u p p o r t d u r i n g his career . 
I t s nice to see this ta len ted and p o p u l a r Bal lyhaunis 
bal lad singer going from success to success . 

Joe Greene 

De Luxe Accommodation 
• Quality orthopaedic single and double beds 
• H/C shower, toilet 
• Direct dialling telephone 
• Personal tea/coffee making facility 
• Colour TV 

High-ClassLicenced Restaurant 
• Breakfast available from 7.00 a.m. 
• Meals served all day 
• Dinner menu from 6.00 p.m.—10.30 p.m. 

Knock 5hrine Road, 
Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo, Ireland. 

Telephone 0907-30700 



CENTRAL 
HOTEL 

(Ballyhaunis) 
A.A. Grade B R.I.A.C. 

I dea l f o r M e e t i n g s , F u n c t i o n s a n d Pa r t i es 
M e e t y o u r f r i e n d s fo r a M e a l o r a D r i n k 

B a r L u n c h e s D a i l y f r o m £2.50 

7 2 " V i d e o S c r e e n t o v i ew y o u r f a v o u r i t e T.V. 
P r o g r a m m e o r a V i d e o of y o u r f a m i l y even t . 

O w n e d and Managed by the 

FREELEY FAMILY 
for the past 39 years . 

Te lephone : (0907) 30569 

Moran Television 
& Electronic Services 

1 1 1 

T.V., Video and Radio 
Communicat ions Specialists 

t t t 

KNOX STREET, BALLYHAUNIS 

Te lephone : (0907) 30569 

I R E L A N D ' S L E A D I N G S L A C K M A N U F A C T U R E R S . 

F A R A H 
Exports (Ireland) Ltd. 

Ballyhaunis, Kiltimagh & Galway 

T e l e p h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s (0907) 30101/30248 
A l s o : G a l w a y (091) 21033/21720 

A l s o : K i l t i m a g h (094) 81465/81451 
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Memories of a Debating Hat-Trick 

B a l l y h a u n i s D e b a t e r s a n d S u p p o r t e r s 

O n S u n d a y , 29 th S e p t e m b e r 1985, t he D e b a t i n g 
T e a m rep re sen t ing J u n i o r C h a m b e r Bal lyhaunis 
r e t u r n e d h o m e to a h e a r t - w a r m i n g we lcome in t hc 
Centra l Hote l , bearing the Trevor M o r r o w Deba t ing 
T r o p h y to Bal lyhaunis for thc th i rd t i m e . 

I t is an u n d e r s t a t e m e n t to say that one ' s hea r t fills 
wi th p r ide at such t imes , b u t one cer ta in ly cou ld no t 
feel bu t h o n o u r e d at hav ing had the h o n o u r of be ing 
captain of any team with such dedicat ion, comi t tmen t 
and wi th more t h a n a little d e b a t i n g t e c h n i q u e . W i t h 
fe l low-members such as M a t t O ' D w y e r , J i m 
L u n d o n and Chr i s Pra t t one recognised the potent ia l 
for Al l - I re land h o n o u r s . T h e joke at t he beg inn ing 
of the year to have the t eam in d i ck ie -bows , bel ied 
thc real and actual d e t e r m i n a t i o n to win . 

O n arrival in Bal lyhaunis I could no t b u t recall 
wi th a cer ta in nostalgia w h e n the first Al l - I r e l and 
victory was gained in the N . I . H . E . Bu i ld ing in 
Limerick against Drogheda J .C. and the determinat ion 
that i m b u e d tha t first t e am after thc scent of near 
victory in the p rev ious year in T r i n i t y College 
D u b l i n against T r a l e e . 

T w o of tha t t e a m - C h r i s P ra t t a n d the wr i t e r -
were m e m b e r s of tha t 1978 t eam and the 1980 All-
I re land t eam. Personcl l changes saw J i m Higg ins 
(Capt . ) and D o n a l A h e r n e , make way for J o h n 
D i l l o n - L e e t c h and J o h n M o o n e y w h o b o w e d o u t in 
favour of J i m L u n d o n a n d M a t t O ' D w y e r , b o t h of 
w h o m h a d c o n t r i b u t e d in large measu re as " b a c k ­
room b o y s " for earl ier victor ies . T h e r e was nostalgia 
P a g e 20 

too wi th m e m o r i e s of a great weekend in Sheffield 
wi th T o n y F l y n n as c o m p e t e n t o rganiser , and 
r e t u r n i n g h o m e wi th In t e rna t i ona l H o n o u r s , and 
recollect ions of tha t h o m e - c o m i n g , wi th thc late 
Dec l an Shields as vivacious chee r - l eade r of a weary 
b u n c h of revellers w h o could u n d o u b t e d l y be 
descr ibed as the grea tes t b u n c h of s u p p o r t e r s that 
any t eam could m u s t e r . 

Memor ies too of Glasgow in 1980 and the delighted 
w h o o p s of the h o m e - c r o w d in the C o m m u n i t y 
School , Bal lyhaunis and fur ther in te rna t iona l 
h o n o u r s against C a u l d e r d a l c , r ep resen t ing Brit ish 
J . C . 

S u p p o r t e r s are u n d o u b t e d l y thc mak ing of a t e am 
and I can still visualise t he ecstat ic faces w h e n 
victories were a n n o u n c e d , best symbol ised by Joe 
G r e e n e ' s c r u t c h be ing tossed skyward , w h e n victory 
in thc first All I re land Fina l was a n n o u n c e d . 

M e m o r i e s too of t he prac t ice r u n for tha t first All-
I re land in the Parochia l Ha l l , T h e Neale wi th Rev. 
P .V . O 'Br i en as a t o u g h t a sk -masker . 

M e m o r i e s of t he fun at " T h i n k - T a n k " mee t ings , 
whe re more t h a n mo t ions were d i scussed , wi th in-
d e p t h analysis of top ics , and the wit ty c o m m e n t s of 
such as J o h n M o o n e y or D o n a l A h e r n e and the 
useful cr i t ic isms of Nel l Roch fo rd , w h o were the 
longest surv ivors of a long list of advisors . 
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OLD BOYS SCHOOL 
COMES TUMBLING DOWN 

F r o m " T h e W e s t e r n P e o p l e 

T h e old Boy ' s Nat iona l School in A b b e y -
quar ter , Ba l lyhaun is is no m o r e . Last week, 
the o ld bui ld ing, wh ich served the educat ional 
needs o f most o f the boys in the Ba l l yhaun is 
par ish since 1880, was demol ished and as its 
wal ls came tumbl ing d o w n one could not but 
reflect on the m a n y , w h o , ove r the past 
hund red years, went out into the w o r l d w i th 
on ly the education acqui red at the Nat iona l 
school, because, w i th the except ion o f thc v e r y 
few, there were no prospects for second o r 
th i rd level learning up to recent t imes. 

I n d e e d , one m u s t pay t r i b u t e to t he t eachers at t h e 
Boy 's Na t iona l School over t he years w h e n one 
cons iders the count less n u m b e r s w h o m a d e the i r 
way u p the ladder of success wi th the educa t i on 
ga rne r ed at thc local boy ' s school . 

T h e cond i t ion of t he school u p to the ' t h i r t i e s , 
when renova t ions were carr ied ou t , could only be 
desc r ibed as p r imi t ive judg ing by today ' s s t a n d a r d s . 
And how the teachers t a u g h t a n d t hc pup i l s l earned 
in the cond i t ions will a lways be cons ide red ex t r a ­
o rd ina ry , b u t how the pup i l s m a n a g e d to e q u i p 
themse lves wi th t he learn ing and knowledge to en t e r 
thc stress and s t ra ins of an impove r i shed e c o n o m y 
and still make good , be it in I r e l and or e l sewhere , 
will always remain a source of amazemen t , satisfaction 
and pr ide . 

A few facts abou t the or igin of the school shou ld 
not go amiss at this s tage. T h e school was bui l t from 
funds part ly from the Sta te and from local 
con t r ibu t ions and was o p e n e d on thc 7th J u n e , 1880. 
Rev. James Canon W a l d r o n , P .P . was n a m e d as the 
Pa t ron , and Char les S t r i ck land , L o u g h g l y n n H o u s e , 
Cast lerea, an agent of Lord Di l lon, w h o is c red i ted 
with thc p lann ing and lay-out Cha r l e s town was 
n a m e d as co r r e sponden t . 

T h e o l d s c h o o l n o w g o n e 

It is in te res t ing to no te tha t in the year 1884 the 
salary of the pr inc ipa l t eacher was £44 per a n n u m 
paid in quar te r ly in s t a lmen t of £11. T h e assistant 
t eachers received £ 8 - 1 2 - 6 d . pe r q u a r t e r whi le the 
moni to r s received £2 or £ l - 5 - 0 d . a q u a r t e r 
d e p e n d i n g o n senior i ty . 

T h e old school bu i ld ing was p u r c h a s e d some t ime 
ago by Pat r ick Kel ly , F u r n i t u r e M a n u f a c t u r e r , 
D r i m b a n e , Ba l lyhaunis . I t had been vandal ised 
following the o p e n i n g of t he n e w m o d e r n St. M a r y ' s 
School fur ther u p t he road. 

Recent ly t he bu i ld ing was used in the A n C o L ine 
S c h e m e and was part ial ly res to red and renewed in 
t he process . 

T h e pr inc ipa l t eachers at the school over t hc years 
were as far as can be ascer ta ined : M r . M a r t i n F a h c y , 
M r . P .A. W a l d r o n , t he we l l -known poet a n d 
p laywr igh t , M r . W . J . Mu l l i gan , w h o is still hale and 
hear ty ; M r . J o h n Higg ins , M r . B r e n d a n F o r d e and 
M r . J im L u n d o n w h o is at p resen t at the n e w St. 
M a r y ' s School . 

T h e old school was an al l -male school and included 
infants in t hc early days . T h e n u m b e r on the rolls in 
1881 was 1,091 b u t the a t t e n d a n c e was usually 500. 
R e a m s could be wr i t t en ab o u t the old Na t iona l 
School , t he cha rac te r s t ha t e m e r g e d from it, the 
scheming or m i t ch ing tha t went on , the tr icks played 
on teachers and the tall excuses p u t forward for not 
do ing h o m e w o r k . 

O n e can look back wi th nosta lgia and a cer ta in 
t inge of sadness in those days and express the hope 
tha t with all the facilities available today the pupi ls 
will make equiva len t p rogress a n d headway in to this 
technological , c o m p u t e r i s e d and d a n g e r o u s world 
with its eve r - inc reas ing pitfalls wh ich were n o n ­
exis tent in the past . . . . , , , 

K M i c k O Council 
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KELLY 
FURNITURE 

Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo 

• • • 

Manufacturers of Bedroom, 
Dining Room and Kitchen Furniture 

• • • 

S.T.D. (0907) 30089 

Also at: 

Old Market Street, Sligo 
Telephone: (071) 60914 

The Vintage Inn 
'THE FRIENDLY BAR' 
Knox Street - Ballyhaunis 

S.T.D. (0907) 3021 a 

TIERNAN'S 
Man's S h o p 

" Q u a l i t y M e n s w e a r " 

EXCITING 
APPEALING 

INSPIRING 
N e w Seasons T r e n d s 

C h r i s t m a s P resen t s A Special i ty 
Lea the r Jackets f rom only £89 

(Deposits taken - easy payments) 
Christmas Greetings 

T e l e p h o n e : (0907) 30193 

C a r p e t & F u r n i t u r e 
W a r e h o u s e 

C L A R E R O A D , B A L L Y H A U N I S 

Wide range of:-

* Carpets 
* Floor Coverings 
* Furniture 
* Bedding 

' P h o n e : (0907) 30490 
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PISHOCS 
T h e o l d peop le o f I r e l a n d w e r e r e n o w n e d f o r t h e i r 

f a i t h i n G o d . T h e i r f a i t h i n G o d g r e w i n t o a fear o f 
G o d a n d , i n t u r n , l ed t h e m t o a b e l i e f i n s u p e r s t i t i o n s 
o r , as t hey we re c a l l e d , P I S H O G S . T h e f a i r i e s , t he 
pookeys a n d the banshees p l a y e d a la rge p a r t i n t he 
l ives o f the m o r e s u p e r s t i t i o u s o f t h e " o l d f o l k s " . 
W h o can f o r g e t t h e t h r e a t o f seven years o f b a d l u c k 
fo r b r e a k i n g a m i r r o r o r t h e b a d f o r t u n e b r o u g h t o n 
b y s p i l l i n g salt? S o m e s u p e r s t i t i o n s w e r e n a t i v e t o 
p a r t i c u l a r areas. I n K e r r y , f o r e x a m p l e , i f o n e f a r m e r 
had a g r u d g e aga ins t a n o t h e r he w o u l d p u t a r o t t e n 
egg , a " g l u g g e r " , i n t o h is cock o f hay . T h i s , he 
was s u r e , w o u l d cause b a d l u c k i n t h a t i t w o u l d cause 
h is c o w to s l i n g he r cal f . Pe rhaps t h i s was a w a y o f 
v e n t i n g anger w i t h o u t d o i n g any rea l h a r m . 

I t was a lways c o n s i d e r e d b a d l u c k t o o p e n an 
u m b r e l l a i ns ide t he house . I f y o u e n t e r e d a h o m e 
w h i l e t hey w e r e c h u r n i n g i t was c o n s i d e r e d b a d l u c k 
o n the house i f y o u d i d n ' t take a t u r n at t h c c h u r n . 
T h i s b r o u g h t g o o d l u c k t o t he w o m a n o f t he house i n 
t h a t y o u gave her a res t . A s u p e r s t i t i o u s m a n w o u l d 
neve r s ta r t a n y p r o j e c t excep t o n F r i d a y . T h e s ta r t 
h a d to be o n F r i d a y w h e t h e r i t was c u t t i n g t u r f o r 
h a y , o r m o v i n g i n t o a n e w house e tc . H o w o f t e n have 
y o u seen a s u p e r s t i t i o u s m a n get h is scy the ( t h c o l d 
t ysack ) a n d ' " o p e n t h e c o r n e r s " o f h is m e a d o w s o n a 
F r i d a y . I n t h i s w a y he h a d s ta r t ed t h e j o b o n a F r i d a y 
a n d e v e r y t h i n g h a d to be r i g h t w i t h t h e w o r l d .... b u t 
no one k n e w w h y i t was c o n s i d e r e d l u c k y t o s ta r t o n 
F r i d a y . 

W h e n I was a lad I c a u g h t a ha re i n a snare . As I 
p r o u d l y headed f o r h o m e w i t h m y t r o p h y I m e t a 
n e i g h b o u r w h o b e t r a t e d m e f o r n o t r e m o v i n g t h e t a i l 
o r ' s cu t ' . O n e n q u i r i n g a b o u t t he s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t he 
' s c u t ' I was i n f o r m e d t h a t I was one l u c k y l a d t h a t I 
h a d n o t m e t a p r e g n a n t w o m e n t h a t d a y . I f I h a d m e t 
a p r e g n a n t w o m a n , I was t o l d , w h i l e c a r r y i n g t h a t 
hare w i t h h is t a i l i n t a c t , t h e c h i l d w o u l d have been 
b o r n w i t h a hare l i p . I can s t i l l r e m e m b e r h o w 
r i d i c u l o u s i t s o u n d e d to m e e v e n at t h a t ea r l y age. 

M y first e n c o u n t e r w i t h P I S H O G S was b r o u g h t 
back to m e r e c e n t l y as I v i s i t e d m y f a m i l y i n t he 
p a r i s h . S o m e o f t h e c h i l d r e n w e r e s u f f e r i n g f r o m t h e 
w h o o p i n g c o u g h .... b e t t e r k n o w n t o us as t h e C H I N 
C O U G H . V a r i o u s m e d i c a t i o n s w e r e b e i n g 
a d m i n i s t e r e d b u t t h e disease h a d to r u n i ts cou rse . 
As I r e t u r n e d h o m e f r o m th i s house I r e m e m b e r e d 
the t i m e I got the w h o o p i n g c o u g h . L i k e C o n f i r m a t i o n 

i t i m p r i n t e d a n i n d e l i b l e m a r k ! 

B y w a y o f p re face t o t h i s s t o r y t h e r e are t w o t h i n g s 
t h a t s h o u l d be k n o w n . F i r s t o f a l l , n e i t h e r m y f a t h e r 
o r m o t h e r , G o d rest t h e m b o t h , c o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d 
a supe rs t i t i ous p e r s o n . S e c o n d l y , as a c h i l d I c o u l d 
be c o n s i d e r e d n o r m a l ... as c lose t o n o r m a l as a n y 
c h i l d o f m y t i m e c o u l d be e x p e c t e d to be . I h a d the 
usua l l ikes a n d d i s l i kes . I f i t was sweet I l i k e d i t . 

R e v . Aus t in J . C r i b b i n 
T h e r e we re t w o t h i n g s t h a t I ha ted w i t h a p a s s i o n . . . . 
ca raways a n d " s t i r a b o u t " . M y h a t r e d f o r ca raways 
s t i l l pers is ts b u t I have g r o w n to l i ke " s t i r a b o u t " . 

A t t he age o f n i n e o r t e n I g o t t he w h o o p i n g c o u g h . 
N o r m a l l y , n a t u r e takes i ts cou rse w i t h t h i s 
c h i l d h o o d disease a n d n o t m u c h c a n be d o n e to 
h u r r y m o t h e r n a t u r e . M a n y d i f f e r e n t r e m e d i e s were 
t r i e d b u t m o t h e r n a t u r e r e f u s e d t o h u r r y . I n the 
t h roes o f m y a g o n y m y f a t h e r was r e m i n d e d t h a t , 
a c c o r d i n g t o s u p e r s t i t i o n , a m a n w i t h a w h i t e horse 
a lways had t h e c u r e f o r t h e w h o o p i n g c o u g h . I 
t h o u g h t t o m y s e l f . . . " s u r e l y he d o e s n ' t be l ieve t ha t . 
W h a t ' s t he d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n a w h i t e horse a n d a 
b l a c k h o r s e ? " N e x t d a y m y f a t h e r a r r i v e d h o m e w i t h 
t he c u r e . H e h a d m e t a m a n w i t h a w h i t e horse w h o 
had p resc r ibed the su re - f i r e cu re ... B U T T E R M I L K 
G R U E L ... ( O h b o y ! ! ) T h i s was to be a d m i n i s t e r e d 
f o u r t i m e s a d a y f o r a w h o l e w e e k . T h e cu re was 
worse t h a n the disease. I have neve r fea red P u r g a t o r y 
s ince t h e n ... i t j u s t c a n ' t be as b a d as t h a t f u l l week o f 
b u t t e r m i l k g r u e l . T h e i l lness was gone b u t the 
cou rse o f " m e d i c a t i o n " h a d t o c o n t i n u e lest some 
d i r e consequences s h o u l d b e f a l l t he C r i b b i n h o u s e ­
h o l d . 

I c o u l d n o t h e l p t h i n k i n g w h a t a n e v i l a n d sadis t ic 
i n d i v i d u a l t h i s m a n m u s t have been t o p resc r i be 
s u c h a v i l e c o n c o c t i o n . E v i d e n t l y , t h e p o w e r he 
possessed because he o w n e d a w h i t e ho rse h a d gone 
t o h is head a n d t h e w h o l e w o r l d w o u l d have t o s i t u p 
a n d take n o t i c e . I c a n n o t f o r g e t t h a t f o u r t i m e s a day 
f o r a w h o l e w e e k I w i s h e d t h a t m a n a n d h is w h i t e 
horse i n t o t h e h o t t e s t c o r n e r o f t h e n e t h e r reg ions . I 
reso lved t h e n a n d t h e r e t h a t i f I ever o w n e d a white-
horse a n d w e r e a p p r o a c h e d f o r a c u r e f o r the 
w h o o p i n g c o u g h I w o u l d p r e s c r i b e ... l ash in ' s o f 
sweet cake w i t h j e l l y a n d c u s t a r d f o u r t i m e s a d a y f o r 
a m o n t h ... a n d t h e heck w i t h t h e w h o o p i n g c o u g h . 
I n t h a t w a y I w o u l d m a k e a c h i l d h a p p y a n d pe rhaps 
m a k e a f r i e n d f o r l i f e . 

S N O O K E R T A B L E S 
T O P Q U A L I T Y S N O O K E R T A B L E S 

i n oak a n d m a h o g a n y , c o m p l e t e 

w i t h a l l accessor ies 

S izes: 5 ' x 2 ' 6 " , 6 ' x 3 ' , 8 ' x 4 ' 

o r m a d e to o r d e r . 

These tables are attract ively finished 

and are extremely r ig id . 

G E R A L D M A D D E N 
G u r t e e n , B a l l y h a u n i s 

' P h o n e : (0907) 30228 
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RATTIGAN'S 
BAR 

• • • 

Where A Good Drink 
Is Always Served! 

KNOX STREET, BALLYHAUNIS 

S.T.D. (0907) 30157 

HANNAN'S 
(Commercial House) 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
RADIO AND T.V. DEALER 

• • • 

Fridge Freezers, Washing 
Machines, Cookers, All 
Electrical Appliances. 
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Schools in the Area (1831-1900) 
Paul ine M o r l e y 

I n 1831 a sys tem of Na t iona l E d u c a t i o n was 
in t roduced into I r e l and by L o r d Stan ley . I ts 
admin i s t ra t ive s t ruc tu re was to compr i s e of a Board 
of Seven C o m m i s s i o n e r s wi th a d e n o m i n a t i o n a l 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l b a l a n c e of t h r e e e s t a b l i s h e d 
C h u r c h , two Cathol ics a n d t w o Presby te r i ans . A 
ma in a im of the sys tem was to un i t e t he ch i ld ren of 
different d e n o m i n a t i o n s and so appl ica t ions for aid 
from mixed denomina t i ona l g r o u p s were to be 
especially favoured. Local funds had to be forthcoming 
for thc aid of teacher salaries, the cost of fu rn i tu re 
and m a i n t e n a n c e , whi le the school site and one th i rd 
of thc bu i ld ing costs shou ld also be p rov ided by local 
sources . Schools were to be o p e n for four or five days 
each week for l i terary ins t ruc t ion while separa te 
religious instruction could take place on the remaining 
one or two days . T h e Board had c o m p l e t e con t ro l 
over tex tbooks used a n d by m e a n s of inspec t ion 
e n s u r e d tha t regula t ions were enforced . 

T h e first school to app ly in thc Bal lyhaunis area 
was Brackloon Nat iona l School , s i tua ted abou t th ree 
miles from the town in the par i sh of Bekan. I t s initial 
appl ica t ion was in 1832. Be tween this year a n d 1869 
m a n y n e w schools m u s h r o o m e d u p in the 
Bal lyhaunis area, b u t because of no t fulfilling the i r 
c o m m i t m e n t s m a n y were s t ruck off the Board ' s list. 
O t h e r schools lost pup i l s to some of the newer 
schools tha t were be ing recognised by the Board in 
the area a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y were closed because of 
the i r low n u m b e r s . 

In 1898 the Sis ters of M e r c y were g r an t ed 
recogni t ion as teachers of a jun ior school and they 
wer also teaching the senior girls in St. M a r y ' s 
Nat ional School . By th is year the re were six schools 
u n d e r the m a n a g e m e n t of Rev. C a n o n C a n n i n g , all 
wi th in a t h r ee mile rad ius of Bal lyhaunis . T h e s e 
schools were : -

1. Coolnafarna (Male and Female ) . 
2. St . J o s e p h ' s , Der ry lea (Male a n d Fema le ) . 
3. Brackloon (Male and Fema le ) . 
4. St . M a r y ' s Nat ional School (Male ) . 
5. C o n v e n t Jun io r School . 
6. Sen ior Gi r l s School . 

T h e s e schools were be ing r u n by the Board of 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s u n d e r their t hen c u r r e n t sys tem -
payment by results. This scheme had been implemented 
on a c o u n t r y w i d e basis in 1872 and was to r ema in in 
usage unt i l 1899. T h i s was a na r row e x a m based 
sys tem, concen t r a t ing on d ida t ic learn ing and 
making m a x i m u m use of t ime a n d space. I t ope ra t ed 
u n d e r a moni tor ia l sys tem which enta i led the 
moni to r s teaching the ch i ld ren in t he " d r a f t s " i.e. 
semi-circles which were m a r k e d ou t on t he floor. 
T h e mas te r meanwhi l e , t a u g h t t he o t h e r ch i ld ren . 

T h i s sys tem was a imed at t each ing t hc m a x i m u m 
n u m b e r of pupi l s wi th the m i n i m u m of pe r sonne l . 

T h e resul ts sys t em, because it was exam based was 
also core subject based . Un t i l t h i r d class the pupi l s 
s tud ied only the following subjec ts , r ead ing , 
wr i t ing , spell ing and a r i t h m e t i c whi le in the senior 
g rades the pupi l s also s tudied g r a m m a r , geography , 
need lework (for girls) and agr icu l tu re (for boys) . 
T h e r e was also an op t ion of do ing ex t ra -cur r i cu la r 
subjects if t he pup i l passed t hc 3 -R ' s . T h e inspector 
examined thc ch i ld ren in all subjects on his annua l 
examina t ion day in that school . 

In o rde r to qualify to sit for thc e x a m the pupi ls 
had to have a m i n i m u m of one h u n d r e d days 
a t t en d an ce . I n Brackloon Na t iona l School in 1869 
the average a t t endance was 2 1 . 5 / 1 0 . 9 , d u r i n g the 
same per iod it was 3 8 / 2 5 in Coolnafarna Nat ional 
School . T h c n e w a t t e n d a n c e law changed the 
average a t t endance levels and by the t u r n of the 
cen t u ry a t t endance was 50% - 70% in all schools. 

T h e n u m b e r of days tha t t he chi ld a t t ended school 
dec l ined as he p rogressed t h r o u g h the system, 
d r o p p i n g from o n e h u n d r e d and twelve days in the 
first year to th i r ty six days in the final year. O the r 
examples are one h u n d r e d a n d seventy six days to 
n ine t een days , one h u n d r e d a n d th i r ty five days to 
th i r ty one days . T h e s e f igures e n c o m p a s s the years 
1898 to 1910, a n d cons is tent ly t he n u m b e r of 
a t t endances fall as t he chi ld progresses t h r o u g h 
the school. 

S o m e pup i l s d id not a t t end for t hc m i n i m u m 
a m o u n t of days a n d so were ineligible for thc exam. 
T h c majori ty of these ch i ld ren h a d been " s t ruck 
of f ' t he roll at some poin t d u r i n g the year. T h i s was 
a c o m m o n occu rance , wi th t he major i ty of chi ldren 
be ing " s t r u c k o f f at least twice d u r i n g the i r t e r m at 
school . M o s t were s t ruck off d u r i n g thc m o n t h of 
Ju ly , after t h i r t een weeks of absence . W h e n thc child 
next r e t u r n e d to the school he was r eadmi t t ed and 
ma in t a ined his old school n u m b e r on the register . 

M a n y of t h e ch i l d r en , w h e n s t ruck off never 
r e t u r n e d to school . Of ten these ch i ld ren were only 
half-way t h r o u g h the i r second class course . I n July , 
1899, for e x a m p l e , t h r ee m e m b e r s of t he second 
class were s t ruck off, one m e m b e r of t he t h i rd , two 
m e m b e r s of t he fou r th , o n e of t hc fifth one , one of 
fifth two a n d two m e m b e r s of s ixth class. The re fo re 
in one m o n t h a lone t en m e m b e r s of a local school 
o p t e d out of the sys tem. I n t h e fol lowing m o n t h 
e ight more were s t ruck off a n d in Ju ly 1900, n ine teen 
pup i l s were s t ruck off, four of t h e m be ing in the 
infant class. 

A t t e n d a n c e was per iodical ly low from Apri l to 
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Ju ly , wi th an increase in thc m o n t h s of S e p t e m b e r 
and Oc tobe r . T h e t r end was for a t t endances to fall 
d u r i n g the W i n t e r m o n t h s because of bad wea the r 
condi t ions . In M a r c h a n d Apri l t hc average 
a t t endance rose once m o r e b u t wi th the arr ival of 
good wea the r t he a t t endance d r o p p e d again. 

By the t u r n of the c e n t u r y change was on the way. 
T h e wr i t ings of such educa t iona l theor i s t s as 
Rousseau , F roeba l and Pestalozzi had reached 
Eng land and the m o o d was for a swing away from 
the d idact ic style be ing used , to thc m o r e chi ld 
cen t red approach be ing advoca ted by these e d u c a t ­
ional philosphcrs. T h e year 1900 saw the introduct ion 
of a n e w system of educa t ion which was comple te ly 
child cen te red a n d t h u s o p e n e d a n e w c h a p t e r in 
educa t iona l h is tory . 

E D D I E B I E S T Y R E M E M B E R S . . . 
I t is in te res t ing to no te tha t Pr iva te J a m e s Joseph 

Daly of t he 1st Bat ta l ion , T h e C o n n a u g h t Ranger s , 
reg imenta l n u m b e r 35025 res ided for a per iod in 
Bal lyhaunis . J a m e s Joseph a t t e n d e d St. M a r y ' s N . S . 
from 5th J a n u a r y , 1908 to 1st Apr i l , 1909. H e was 
e ight years and n ine m o n t h s w h e n he ar r ived in town 
wi th his p a r e n t s , b r o t h e r s a n d sisters. His father w h o 
was a j o u r n e y m a n baker worked in W a l d r o n ' s 
d u r i n g this pe r iod and they lived in a house in thc 
L o c h á n . ( T h c ru ins of the house still s t and) . O n 
the m o r n i n g of 2nd N o v e m b e r 1920, in thc yard of 
Dagsha i P r i son in Ind ia , Pr iva te J ames Daly was 
execu ted for his par t in the m u t i n y at Solan. 

Ballyhaunis Winner at the European Special Olympics 
Michae l B r e n n a n , L i s b a n e , Bal lyhaunis r ep re sen t i ng the 

M a y o / I . e i t r i m / R o s c o m m o n Spina Bifida Associa t ion was 
second in thc W h e e l c h a i r Rac ing at thc E u r o p e a n Special 
O l y m p i c s held in D u b l i n on July 5 th , 1985. Michae l also was 7th 
in the Softball T h r o w i n g C o m p e t i t i o n . At a Civic Recep t ion 
held in Castlebar hosted by Mayo Cxi. Council on November 15th, 
Michael was presented with a Special Certificate of Meri t . Michael 
replied following the presentat ion on behalf of the athletes. There 
then followed a calvacadc t h r o u g h the town . W c salute this 
young Bal lyhaunis m a n for his l ine ach i evemen t ! 

up. 1 
J1 
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Ballyhaunis, My Own Place? 
I v i s i t B a l l y h a u n i s r e g u l a r l y a r o u n d t h e s ta r t o f 

each year. 1985 was n o e x c e p t i o n . S h o r t l y a f te r 
a r r i v i n g at m y b r o t h e r ' s house i n K n o x S t r e e t , I was 
t o l d t h a t t h c Pa r i sh a n n u a l " A n n a g h " was o u t a n d 
t h a t i t c o n t a i n e d a la rge s u p p l e m e n t o n t h e G . A . A . 
1984 h a d seen the c e l e b r a t i o n o f t he C e n t e n a r y Y e a r 
o f t he G . A . A . 

W i t h i n a day o r so I sat d o w n t o have a g o o d read 
o f " A n n a g h " . I t was a n e x c e l l e n t l y p r o d u c e d 
m a g a z i n e g i v i n g w i d e coverage t o t he p a r i s h , b o t h 
c u r r e n t a n d h i s t o r i c a l . T h e sec t i on o n t h e G . A . A . 
was la rge a n d ve ry c o m p r e h e n s i v e . O n e o f t h e i t e m s 
l i s ted was a name l i s t o f B a l l y h a u n i s peop le w h o h a d 
w o n A l l - I r e l a n d G . A . A . meda ls at a l l g rades . T h e 
l is t was n o t l o n g , a b o u t t w e l v e o r t h i r t e e n . M y 
n a m e was n o t i n c l u d e d . I h a d been t h e o n l y 
B a l l y h a u n i s p e r s o n to have w o n an A l l I r e l a n d 
Co l leges H o g a n C u p m e d a l . I was p e r t u r b e d b y t h e 
o m i s s i o n . I sa id " w h a t m a t t e r , p r o b a b l y a m i s t a k e ; 
n o one w i l l n o t i c e ; w h a t d i f f e r e n c e does i t m a k e , a 
p a r o c h i a l magaz ine . B u t upse t I was . I t h u r t , 
because i t seemed a d e n i a l o f m y b e l o n g i n g . I k n e w 
t h a t n o one h a d set o u t t o o m i t m y n a m e . I k n e w i t , 
was a g e n u i n e m i s t a k e . B u t because I w a n t e d t o 
b e l o n g , a n d h a d t a k e n some steps ove r t he years t o 
e f fec t t h a t , i t seemed a l m o s t a b e t r a y a l . I h a d p l a y e d 
f o o t b a l l f o r B a l l y h a u n i s at a l l g rades . T h o u g h I h a d 
n o t l i v e d i n B a l l y h a u n i s f o r ove r t w e n t y five yea rs , I 
v i s i t e d r e g u l a r l y . I h a d m a r c h e d w i t h t h e c l u b to t h e 
P a r i s h C h u r c h o n t h e o p e n i n g day o f C e n t e n a r y 
Yea r a n d p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e soc ia l t h a t n i g h t . I h a d 
been p resen t i n the n e w p a r k f o r t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f 
C l u b D a y d u r i n g t he S u m m e r o f 1984. 

B u t t h e n i t s t r u c k m e t h a t m a y b e , I was w r o n g a l l 
t he t i m e . I d i d n o t b e l o n g a n d h a d n o t d o n e so f o r 
years . H a d I been f o o l i n g myse l f? A f t e r a l l , I h a d t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e t u r n a n d l i ve a n d w o r k i n 
B a l l y h a u n i s j us t a f e w years p r e v i o u s l y a n d h a d 
t u r n e d i t d o w n . I was o u t o f B a l l y h a u n i s e f f e c t i v e l y 
s ince 1955 w h e n I w e n t t o St . Ja r l a t h ' s Co l l ege as a 
b o a r d e r . M o s t o f m y subsequen t S u m m e r h o l i d a y s 
f r o m T u a m a n d a f t e r w a r d s St . P a t r i c k ' s C o l l e g e , 
M a y n o o t h , we re spen t w o r k i n g i n E n g l a n d . B u t I 
s t i l l f e l t I was f r o m B a l l y h a u n i s , t h a t i t was m y 
h o m e . T h o u g h I h a d l i v e d i n D u b l i n f o r n e a r l y 
t w e n t y years , B a l l y h a u n i s was m y p lace , o r so I 
t h o u g h t . W a s th i s a m o m e n t o f t r u t h f o r m e , an 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o g r o w u p , t o m a t u r e , t o face facts? 
Was the Ba l l yhaun i s G . A . A . c l u b d o i n g m e a service? 

A f e w even ings la te r I was d r i n k i n g w i t h some 
m e m b e r s o f m y f a m i l y , w h e n I s p o t t e d t w o s ta lwar t s 
o f t h e G . A . A . c l u b . I a p p r o a c h e d t h e m a n d 
b r o a c h e d m y o m i s s i o n f r o m t h e i r l i s t . T h e y w e r e 
b o t h v e r y apo loge t i c a n d embarassed . O n e o f t h e m 

e v e n a d m i t t e d t h a t he was the a u t h o r o f t hc l i s t . H e 
c o u l d n ' t u n d e r s t a n d h o w n o b o d y h a d n o t i c e d the 
o m i s s i o n be fo re p u b l i c a t i o n . T h e y h a d t r i e d t o be 
v e r y c a r e f u l . O n e o f f e r e d to p u t i n a c o r r e c t i o n i n t he 
1985 a n n u a l . I sa id n o t t o b o t h e r , " I w i l l ask m y s e l f 
w h a t does B a l l y h a u n i s m e a n to m e . I f I get an 
answer , I w i l l s u b m i t i t t o t h c magaz ine m y s e l f . 

W h e n e v e n t u a l l y I sat d o w n t o t h i n k a b o u t 
B a l l y h a u n i s , I t h o u g h t first o f a l l a b o u t t h e places I 
h a d k n o w n g r o w i n g u p . T h e B o y ' s S c h o o l w i t h i t ' s 
three classrooms a n d outs ide d r y to i lets. I r e m e m b e r e d 
h o w we used t o w a t c h h o p e f u l l y f o r t h e absence o f 
B i l l M u l l i g a n ' s car pass ing t h r o u g h D e v l i s . I 
r eca l l ed the gen t l e f e m i n i n i t y o f M r s . F a h e y a n d the 
w h i s t l i n g o f a n o t h e r teacher . 

T h e Sc ou t ' s D e n was a m c c c a o f e x c i t e m e n t a n d 
a c t i v i t y as, P a d d y F o r r i e , Seamus D u r c a n a n d J o h n 
M o r l e y o r g a n i s e d us t o v i s i t fa r away places l i ke 
C o n g , P o n t o o n , A d a r e , K i l l a r n e y , L a r c h H i l l a n d 
M u c k m o r e i n K e n t . 

T h e " L o c h á n " was o u r p l a y g r o u n d , t h o u g h one 
a lways had t o be p r e p a r e d f o r a t tack f r o m t h e h i g h 
g r o u n d o f t he F a i r G r e e n . A n n a g h L a k e was s h a l l o w 
a n d sandy , a p e r f e c t p lace f o r a n o n - s w i m m e r l i ke 
m e d u r i n g those l o n g h o t S u m m e r h o l i d a y s . T h e 
n e a r b y G i a n t ' s H o l l o w was a p lace o f m y s t e r y a n d 
m a g i c t h o u g h o f p r a c t i c a l va lue t o o f o r r o l l i n g d o w n 
s ideways . T h e W o o d s bes ide i t f i l l e d o u r A u t u m n 
needs w i t h b l a c k b e r r i e s a n d haze lnu t s . W e b b ' s S h e d 
was a ta rge t f o r p r a c t i s i n g o u r s t o n e - t h r o w i n g 
expe r t i se u p o n . T h e ad jacen t N e w R o a d l e a d f t o 
P h i l i p M o r l e y ' s s a n d p i t a n d r i v e r . T h e r e a m o n g t h e 
r a b b i t w a r r e n s a n d h i l l o c k s m a n y games w e r e 
p l a y e d . A f t e r t h e O c t o b e r D e v o t i o n s an a m u s i n g 
d i v e r s i o n was t o ca l l t o M i k e M c G r e a l ' s s h o p t o 
a d m i r e his expe r t i se i n c u t t i n g fine ice c reams . 

P r e n t y ' s F i e l d was a h a r s h t r a i n i n g g r o u n d . O n e 
h a l f was s t o n y , t h e o t h e r m a r s h y . T h e r e , we c lashed 
w i t h p e o p l e f r o m A u g h a m o r e , K i l t i m a g h , 
C h a r l e s t o w n a n d e v e n W e s t M a y o . W e w e r e never 
b r i l l i a n t , b u t a lways w e n t d o w n f i g h t i n g . 

I g r a d u a l l y rea l i sed t h a t i n 1985 m a n y o f these 
p laces we re n o m o r e o r h a d c h a n g e d d r a s t i c a l l y . I f 
t h i s was w h a t B a l l y h a u n i s m e a n t f o r m e , t h e n i t was 
j us t a m e m o r y a n d I c o u l d n o t rea l l y b e l o n g t o d a y . 

B u t a l ready a m o n g t h e p laces , names o f peop le 
c r o p p e d u p a u t o m a t i c a l l y . M a y b e ^ t h e r e / v a s w h e r e I 
s h o u l d l ook . W h o is B a l l y h a u n i s t o m e m i g h t be a 
m o r e a p p r o p r i a t e q u e s t i o n ? 

T h e People 
I t is A r c h d e a c o n P r e n d e r g a s t f o r h i s m a g i s t e r i a l 

d i g n i t y a n d F r . R u s h e f o r h is v i g o r o u s i n t o n a t i o n o f 
p l a i n c h a n t at H i g h Masses . I t is T o m L e e t c h w h o as 
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H e a d Server pu t us t h r o u g h ou r paces as al tar boys . 
It is S e a m u s D u r c a n , t he i n c o m p a r a b l e , w h o always 
seemed to be the re c a m p a i g n i n g away o n one issue or 
the o the r . I t is T o n y G r e e n e as we used to play 
hur l ing a n d football on the roadyway b e t w e e n the 
E . S . B . poles ou t s ide o u r houses on K n o x S t ree t . I t is 
E a m o n O ' T o o l e w h o used to hol iday f rom Salthi l l in 
J i m m y Byrne ' s house . I t is E a m o n ' s first cous in 
Te resa M o r a n , F iona Baker , Be rnade t t e C o n c a n n o n 
and A n n Byrne , o n w h o m I had b o y h o o d c rushes . It 
is Jack Di l lon ' s wife, a gent le and sensi t ive pe r son . I t 
is going to my A u n t M a r y ' s in Erriff on hol idays . It 
is the H o l m e s family wi th w h o m I sha red so m u c h . 
It is the Gol f L inks and K a t h l e e n Cass idy , M r s . 
Hoa re a n d M a y Moy le s . It is t he boys in m y class 
year, T e d and T o m m y M o r a n , Ch r i s t y G r e e n e , 
Bert ie Di l lon , Sean M u l h e r n and G e r r y Cul l iney . 

I s t o p p e d the l is t ing, recognis ing qu i t e clearly tha t 
my Bal lyhaunis of places and people was alive 
mostly in my memory . A new place, a new genera t ion , 
n e w people had a r r ived . Pa r t of me had a l ready seen 
this and acted u p o n it. I had dec ided to r ema in an 
ou t s ider in the met ropo l i s r a the r t h a n hold a posi t ion 
in Bal lyhaunis . I could no t have it b o t h ways. 

Yet wha t I had a n d have from Bal lyhaunis is real . 
I t d id exist in t ime a n d space. I t he lped to fo rm m e . 
W h e n I r e t u r n " h o m e " n o w , I realise it is no t h o m e . 
But it is a source , it is an au then t i c i ty of i t 's very o w n . 
Being close to tha t on occas ion, even from m y n e w 
s tance , is a privi lege I i n t end to ho ld on to . 

A n t h o n y J o r d a n 
1 \ 

John O'Brien 
A U C T I O N E E R & V A L U E R 

• • • 

Agent for the: 
Educational Building Society 

S e e our select ion of delph, 
china and g las ses 

Main Street - Ballyhaunis 

S.T .D . (0907) 3 0 0 8 8 

HOPKINS 
"Your Convenience Store" 
U P P E R M A I N S T . , B A L L Y H A U N I S 

T e l e p h o n e : (0907) 30076 

Fo r just w h a t you need 
Pe r sona l A t t en t i on G u a r a n t e e d 

V A L U E & C O U R T E S Y A T 
A L L T I M E S ! 

FINN'S 
FOOTWEAR 

Ask for the N e w ' K ' K i d p r o o f Shoes 
M A I N S T R E E T - B A L L Y H A U N I S 

Stockis t s of K , Q - S h o e s , 
Dr i f t e r s , D u b a r r y e tc . 

A L L C H I L D R E N ' S S H O E S 
E X P E R T L Y F I T T E D 

Te lephone : (0907) 30141 

V 
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BALLYHAUNIS Twins With GUILERS 

T h e Official T w i n n i n g C e r e m o n y in t he P a r o c h i a l Ha l l , B a l l y h a u n i s on E a s t e r M o n d a y , 1985 

Easter Week of 1985 was a very i m p o r t a n t week 
for us all. It was of course the Official T w i n n i n g of 
our t own wi th Gui l l i e r s , ou r Cel t ic b r e t h e r e n in 
Br i t tany , F rance . 

M a n y m o n t h s of work and p repa ra t i on was d o n e 
for t hc week. H o w e v e r , d u e to adverse wea the r 
condi t ions our visi tors were delayed by over 12 
hou r s . T h e i r p l a n n e d arr ival at 7.00 p . m . was 
delayed unt i l be tween 5.00 and 7.00 a .m. tha t e ighty 
very t i red Gule r i ans ar r ived in Bal lyhaunis to be 
whisked away for a qu ick breakfast and rest . 

La t e r t ha t day M r . Lou i s Bal lard, M a y o r of 
Gui l l iers th rew in the ball to s tar t an exh ib i t ion 
hur l ing g a m e be tween T o o r e e n and Kinva ra . 
Af te rwards several i m p r o m p t u sessions were held 
a r o u n d the town . 

T h e r e was a very large a t t endance on Eas ter 
M o n d a y at 3.00 p . m . to wi tness thc Official 
T w i n n i n g C e r e m o n y . Represen t ing Bal lyhaunis 
were Sena to r J im Higg ins and D r . Michae l Brogan , 
P res iden t of thc T w i n n i n g C o m m i t t e e . Represen t ing 
Gui l l iers were M r . Lou i s Bal lard, M a y o r a n d J o h n 
Paul G u y o m o r c h , P res iden t d u la C o m i t e d e 
jumelage Gui l l ie rs . T h e in t e rp re t e r was M r s . R e n e 
Burke while M r . Kev in F lanagan was a sp lend id 
M . C . Gifts were t h e n exchanged - a sun dial from 
Gui l e r s and an icon f rom the Book of Kells f rom 
Bal lvhaunis . T h e r e followed a beaut i ful recital f rom 

Cantó i r i Béal À t h h A m h n a i s . 

A large pa rade t h r o u g h the town was t h e n led by 
t hc A r m y P ipe Band to the o p e n i n g of Pai rc Gui l e r s . 
T h e o p e n i n g c e r e m o n y was pe r fo rmed by M r . Lou is 
Bal lard, M a y o r of Gu i l e r s and M r . P.J . M o r l e y T . D . 
Both T w i n n i n g C o m m i t t e e s t h e n took par t in a t ree 
p lan t ing c e r e m o n y . L a t e r tha t n igh t an Official 
T w i n n i n g Recep t ion was held . 

T h e rest of t he week was taken u p wi th various 
activities - f ishing at Bal l in lough; shoo t ing at thc 
Clay Pigeon Shoo t at Cave ; spor t s for thc younger 
visi tors at the C o m m u n i t y School . Each n ight the re 
was e n t e r t a i n m e n t of some sort . O n T h u r s d a y 11th 
the p roposed t o u r of C o n n e m a r a had to s top at 
W e s t p o r t H o u s e d u e to the rain. 

T h a t n ight the re was a T rad i t i ona l I r i sh Farewel l 
wi th a Ccilí M ó r in the Scout D e n . D e p a r t u r e was to 
be on F r iday bu t M r . W i n d got u p to his usual t r icks 
and the boat was de layed . I t was a case of " n o w we 
go, now wc d o n ' t ! " Even tua l ly a very t i red par ty of 
visi tors reached Gu i l e r s ! 

I would like to t hank on behalf of thc C o m m i t t e e 
all the people of Bal lyhaunis and dis t r ic t who 
welcomed and kept ou r vis i tors . It is h o p e d tha t thc 
f r iendship tha t was b o r n at Eas te r 1985 will 
con t inue to g row in the fu ture . 

B e r n a r d F r e y n e 
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A Carrownedan Man Remembers... 
O n one of those dr izzly da rk O c t o b e r even ings 

Mike Griffin and J i m L u n d o n visited e igh ty-seven 
year old Michael Killeen at Carrownedan, Ballyhaunis. 

T h e t im be r s logs b u r n e d serenely in the fire as 
Michae l began by r e m e m b e r i n g his schooldays . W e 
were back in 1903 wi th h i m in C a r r o w n e d a n School 
where there were 86 pup i l s . T h e pupi l s were all 
barefoot from M a y 1st to O c t o b e r 1st. W h e n they 
came to school in the m o r n i n g they began wi th Dri l l 
and they learned Engl i sh . 

I r i sh , H i s to ry , G e o g r a p h y , N a t u r e S t u d y , 
C a t e c h i s m and Bible H i s to r y were also learned . 
In fan ts were at school un t i l 3.00 p . m . and senior 
pupi l s unt i l 4.00 p . m . T h c t eachers in M i c h a e l ' s 
t ime at school were M r s . C o y n e , Lakch i l l , K n o c k 
and M a r y Agnes Byrne , A g h a m o r e . T h e n M i c h a e l 
p r o d u c e d a g e m for us - one of his old schoolbooks 
called " O u t l i n e s in G e o g r a p h y for J u n i o r C l a s s e s " 
pub l i shed by O ' S u l l i v a n Bros . , A b b e y St . , D u b l i n in 
1908. 

O u t in the schoolyard football was p layed wi th 
balls of th read as was t he in t r igu ing g a m e called 
" S p a n n i n g " . T w o boys got a b u t t o n each . O n e 
rolled it so tha t it b o u n c e d off a wall . T h e o the r 
rolled his b u t t o n . If the second boy ' s b u t t o n l anded 
wi th in a hand span of t h e first b u t t o n he won it, if it 
d i d n ' t he lost. M i c h a e l r e m e m b e r s m a n y of the lads 
r ipp ing b u t t o n s off the i r t rouse r s to play. A n o t h e r 
g a m e they played was " d a l l ó g " or b l ind m a n ' s buff. 

O n c e J u n e came all the s t ronger ch i ld ren would 
be kep t at h o m e to he lp wi th saving the tu r f a n d hay. 

M a n y of Michae l ' s c lassmates emig ra t ed after 
leaving school mainly to d o farm work in E n g l a n d . 
Teenage r s tha t r ema ined at h o m e spent W i n t e r 
evenings at dances in houses in L a r g a n , A n n a g h , 
Cave , For th i l l e tc . T h e y s tar ted shor t ly after da rk 
wi th mus ic being p r o d u c e d by an accord ian or fiddle 
or bo th . T h e dance e n d e d at ten o 'clock a n d was 
often followed by the family Rosary w h e n people 
were gone h o m e . Boyfr iends and gir l f r iends sat 
bes ide each o the r at the dances . After t he dances 
were over the girls were escor ted h o m e by the i r 
b r o t h e r s ! 

So whe re were marr iages made? Well accord ing to 
Michae l not in H e a v e n , b u t usual ly in a p u b in 
Bal lyhaunis . H e r e m e m b e r s the big fairs , thc s t reets 
t h r o n g e d , carts in the Ball Alley whe re the Parochia l 
Hal l is now. W h e n deals were d o n e at the fair the 
w o m e n of the house wou ld arr ive in t o w n to b u y 
suppl ies . La t e r a mee t ing would take place be tween 
the y o u n g couple and b o t h sets of p a r e n t s . 

T h e d o w r y would be agreed . Ha l f t he d o w r y 
would be paid on the day of the w e d d i n g , a n d the 
o the r half a year later. 

O n the W e d d i n g D a y itself the s idecar would 
leave the c h u r c h after the c e r e m o n y a n d go in a 
r o u n d a b o u t way back to t he house usual ly wi th a 
music ian playing all t he way - p e r h a p s con t inued 
today by the h o n k i n g of cars h o r n s after a wedd ing? 

In the house a few bot t l es of s tout wou ld be 
available at 6 / 9 for a bar re l of n ine gal lons. 
Amaz ing ly , t h e r e was n o h o n e y m o o n and couples 
moved into the house whe re the g r o o m lived, wi th 
one or b o t h p a r e n t s alive. 

M a r r i e d couples p layed ca rds and visited o ther 
houses as pas t imes . Visits e n d e d a r o u n d ten o'clock 
as in the m o r n i n g the m e n had to deal wi th tillage 
a n d pigs while thc w o m e n had to t end to the hens . 
Michae l r e m e m b e r s m e n us ing the flail - where two 
m e n would t h r e sh a stack a day. Storytel lers 
conjured u p ghos ts for all angles and held c o m p a n y 
en thra l led m a n y a n igh t . 

Life was cr ime-f ree vir tual ly . N o w and again a 
m a n was u p for be ing d r u n k . W o m e n were never in 
p u b s - never ! T h e r e were n ine R . I . C . officers in 
Bal lyhaunis w h o pat rol led on b ikes . H e r e m e m b e r s 
one lady s tuck an un l icensed dog u p her shawl. 
W h e n an R . I . C . officer saw the tail he remarked 
" T h a t s a fine baby you have the re M r s . a n d a fine tail 
he has t o o ! " 

F a r m i n g involved physical work wi th spades , 
shovels , p l o u g h s , horses , mak ing b u t t e r , feeding thc 
pigs . Pigs were killed for C h r i s t m a s in mos t h o m e s 
pu t 3 weeks in salt, washed and h u n g over the open 
fire. P r o d u c e was b o u g h t to town to Clare Street 
where Mike Gri f f in ' s g randfa the r Michae l Griffin 
had a we ighbr idge and sca lcbr idge to weight oats , 
po ta toes , hay and s t raw. T h e roads to town of course 
were all sand roads . 

A long way from the c o m p u t e r s , Concordes and 
videos of today . Michae l gave us a pen p ic tu re of an 
era long gone which proved a joy to listen to and gave 
us an insight into par t of wha t we are . 

H e is t ruly a r emarkab le man. . . . 

J i m L u n d o n 
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HORKAN RE-UNION 

T h e H o r k a n R e - u n i o n 

JACK 
HALPIN'S 

Lounge Bar 

S.T.D. (0907) 30012 

ALCHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

and Al-Anon Meetings 

are held on 
S u n d a y N i g h t s : 

M a y to O c t o b e r at 9.00 p . m . 
O c t o b e r to M a y 8.30 p . m . 

in the 
O l d S e c o n d a r y S c h o o l , 

C o n v e n t o f M e r c y 

Page 32 



Fi
rs

t 
H

ol
y 

Co
m

m
un

io
n 

19
85

 

F
IR

S
T 

H
O

L
Y

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IO
N

 
C

L
A

S
S 

19
85

 
M

ay
 2

6t
h,

 1
98

5 
in

 S
t. 

P
at

ri
ck

's
 P

ar
is

h 
C

hu
rc

h,
 

B
al

ly
ha

un
is

 
F

ro
nt

 R
ow

 (
1 

to
 r

):
 S

te
ph

en
 B

ie
st

y,
 G

er
ar

d 
O

'B
oy

le
, 

V
in

ce
nt

 B
ie

st
y,

 E
dw

ar
d 

W
eb

b,
 M

ic
ha

el
 

M
cD

on
ag

h.
 

S
ec

on
d 

R
ow

 (
1 

to
 r

):
 S

ea
n 

F
it

zm
au

ri
ce

, 
D

en
is

e 
B

yr
ne

, 
Im

el
da

 F
ly

nn
, 

T
ar

a 
H

ig
gi

ns
, 

R
eg

in
a 

M
or

an
, 

Ju
li

a 
C

ri
bb

en
, 

S
in

ea
d 

B
yr

ne
, 

A
lm

a 
G

al
la

gh
er

, 
P

at
ri

ck
 C

ur
le

y,
 F

er
gu

s 
M

cG
ui

re
. 

T
hi

rd
 R

ow
 (

1 
to

 r
):

 B
ri

an
 S

le
vi

n,
 S

ha
ne

 H
an

ly
, P

au
l 

K
el

ly
, H

il
ar

y 
M

oo
ne

y,
 H

el
en

 M
au

gh
an

, 
C

ar
ol

in
e 

M
cM

an
am

on
, 

B
ar

b
ar

a 
P

lu
nk

et
t, 

E
ve

ly
n 

M
ur

ph
y,

 U
na

 B
ut

le
r,

 D
av

id
 C

on
lo

n,
 D

ar
re

n 
C

on
lo

n,
 M

ic
ha

el
 F

re
el

ey
, 

D
av

id
 F

re
yn

e,
 B

re
nd

an
 

W
al

dr
on

. 
F

ou
rt

h 
R

ow
 (

1 
to

 r
):

 F
r.

 F
ly

nn
, 

M
rs

. 
B

. R
eg

an
, 

S
im

on
 W

eb
b,

 S
te

ve
n 

G
ly

nn
, J

oh
n 

P
. C

oe
n,

 L
uk

e 
T

ig
he

, D
en

ni
s 

M
or

on
ey

, 
Jo

hn
 

•3
 

T
ig

he
, D

av
id

 L
af

fe
y,

 T
im

ot
hy

 R
ab

bi
tt

e,
 M

ic
ha

el
 C

oe
n,

 P
et

er
 H

ea
ly

, M
is

s 
A

. T
oa

l, 
P

at
ri

ck
 M

au
gh

an
, 

S
r.

 M
ar

y,
 F

r.
 C

os
te

ll
oe

. 
M 

Fi
ft

h 
R

ow
 (

1 
to

 r
):

 J
oh

n 
B

ur
ke

, 
S

in
ea

d 
B

yr
ne

, 
S

or
ch

a 
H

an
no

n,
 M

ar
ia

 M
cG

ar
ry

, 
A

ng
el

a 
F

la
na

ga
n,

 S
ha

ro
n 

M
ur

ph
y,

 
A

in
e 

>jj
 

F
ah

y,
 M

ar
ie

 
H

ea
ly

. 
S

ix
th

 R
ow

 (
1 

to
 r

):
 T

on
y 

D
oc

ke
ry

, 
T

o
m

m
y 

C
u

rr
an

, 
B

ri
an

 F
la

na
ga

n,
 P

ie
rc

e 
H

ig
gi

ns
, J

oh
n 

F
it

zm
au

ri
ce

, 
P

at
ri

ck
 K

ea
ne

, 
B

il
l 

F
ly

nn
, 

B
il

ly
 K

ed
ia

n,
 P

ar
ai

c 
C

le
ar

y,
 K

ev
in

 C
le

ar
y,

 M
ar

k 
P

at
te

rs
on

, 
M

ic
ha

el
 

C
ur

le
y.

 



Births. 
T o D r . Pa t r ick and M o i r a N o o n e , U p p e r M a i n 
a d a u g h t e r , Caro l ine Sha r l ene 

T o E u g e n e and Alma C a r n e y , Scr igg 
a d a u g h t e r , L iza M a r i e 

T o F l a n n a n and Serena M o r o n e y , A b b e y q u a r t e r 
a d a u g h t e r , Edc l Michc l e 
T o L i a m and Ei leen Gi ldea 
a d a u g h t e r , S a m a n t h a 

T o T h o m a s and F iona P r e n t y 
a son , Ian Michae l 

T o Scan and Stat ia W a r d 
a son, Dec lan Michae l F r anc i s 

T o M a r t i n and Ca the r ine F r e e m a n , L e c a r r o w 
a son, Shane M a r t i n 

T o S e a m u s a n d M a r y M c G u i r e , J o h n s t o w n 
a d a u g h t e r , J a n e t t e Pat r ic ia 
T o Be rna rd a n d J e a n Ga l l aghe r , K n o c k Road 
a d a u g h t e r , Cla i re E l izabe th 

T o Pe te r and K a t h l e e n H i g g i n s , Bal l inphui l l 
a son, K e i t h T h o m a s 

T o T h o m a s a n d M a r y M c D o n a g h , T o o r a r e e 
a d a u g h t e r , A n n G e r a l d i n e 

T o T h o m a s a n d M a r y W a r d 
a d a u g h t e r , G e r a l d i n e Pau l ine 

T o T h o m a s anu M a r y M c D o n a g h 
a d a u g h t e r , A n n M a r i e 

T o Pat r ick a n d Sally H i g g i n s , Devl i s 
a son Cian Pe t e r 

T o Michae l and K a t h l e e n W a l s h e 
a son , Fergal Pa t r ick 

T o J a m e s and Be rnade t t e Q u i n n , Classaroe 
a d a u g h t e r , Siobhan Brigid 

T o M a r t i n a n d W i n n i e M c D o n a g h 
a d a u g h t e r , Brigid Ba rba ra 

T o J o h n and M a u r e e n Lil ly, J o h n s t o w n 
a d a u g h t e r , K a r e n F r a n c e s 

T o D e r m o t a n d M a u r e e n O 'Su l l i van , S ta t ion Rise 
a son, D e r r y J o h n 

T o A n t h o n y and Chr i s t i na D o c k e r y 
a son , J ames Patr ick 

T o Ja r l a th and Patr icia H e a n e y , L e c a r r o w 
a son, Pat r ick Ja r l a th 

T o D e i r d r e a n d R o b e r t M c C l a n c y , Bray 
a son , Kev in R o b e r t 

T o Rory and M a r g a r e t O ' C o n n o r , D o c t o r ' s Road 
a d a u g h t e r , J a n e Mar i e 

T o Wil l iam and M a r i n a C o y n e , D o c t o r ' s Road 
a son, Rory Phi l l ip 
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T o J o s e p h and Te resa G r o g a n , K n o e k b r a c k 
a d a u g h t e r , F r a n c e s A n n 
T o T e r e n c e and Ellen M a u g h a n , Cherryf ie ld 
a son, Pe t e r Paul 

T o Michae l and Ri ta Car r igan , E p p i n g , Essex 
a son, J o s e p h A n d r e w 

T o T h o m a s and P h i l o m e n a W e b b , M a i n S t ree t 
a son, T h o m a s J a m e s 

T o Wil l iam a n d Jus t ina L y o n s , U p p e r M a i n St. 
a son, L i a m Patr ick Francis 

T o J o s e p h and R o s e m a r y Free ley , Hazelhi l l 
a d a u g h t e r , M a r y 

T o T h o m a s a n d Rose Ca l l aghan , Sta t ion Rise 
a d a u g h t e r , N i a m h F iona 

T o M a r t i n and M a r t h a Ga l l aghe r , S ta t ion Rise 
a son, C o l m M a r t i n 

T o M a r t i n a n d M a r y F i n a n , Brackloon 
a d a u g h t e r , Aisl ing M a i r e a d 

T o Albe r t and A n n M a d d e n , S ta t ion Rise 
a son, Alber t J o s e p h Pa t r ick 

T o T h o m a s and Ei leen L y n c h , Holywel l 
a son , D a v i d T h o m a s 

T o F rede r i ck and S i o b h a n H e r r , D o c t o r ' s Road 
a d a u g h t e r , E m m a Louise 

T o Pat a n d Pat r ic ia O ' C o n n o r , Hazelhi l l 
a d a u g h t e r , Sa rah A n n e 

T o Gabr i e l and M a r g a r e t P r e n d e r g a s t , I r i sh town 
a son , Pa t r ick 

T o D r . Pa t r ick and M o i r a N o o n e , U p p e r M a i n St. 
a d a u g h t e r , Caro l ine Shar l ene 

J O H N S T O N ' S 
MACHINERY 

• * • 
H a r d w a r e , M a c h i n e r y , T r a c t o r s 

I m p l e m e n t s a n d S p a r e P a r t s 

• * • 

OUR AFTERSALE SERVICE IS 
THE BEST IN THE WEST! 

S.T.U. (0907) 30019 



Marriages. S 

Marr iages 1st N o v e m b e r 1984 to 
31st October , 1985 
M a r t i n O 'Ma l l ey , Cloonfad 
A n n Conne l l , Devl is 

J o h n F . Kel ly , L e c a r r o w 
M a r y C r i b b i n , L e c a r r o w 

Michae l J. B r e n n a n , G u r t e e n 
M a r y C. M u r p h y , L e c a r r o w 

L u k e G. M u r r a y , Bekan 
Cel ine C u r r a n , M a i n S t ree t 

S e a m u s D e m p s c y , Balla 
M a r g a r e t M . L y o n s , Car rowkee l 

Noel C. S loyan, Brackloon 
C a t h e r i n e M . P lunke t t 

Sr. M a r y ' s A b b e y , O . S . A . 
Michae l W . Hal l , S w o r d s 
Aine P . Mor r i s sey , Devl i s 

Elsewhere : 
J o h n Wal sh , O u g h t c r a r d 
Te resa Regan , G u r t e e n b e g 

Patr ick K e a n e , K n o x S t ree t 
Edel Q u i n n - K c l l y 

Adr ian K e n n e d y , G o r t 
Patr icia H o p k i n s , U p p e r M a i n S t ree t 

Noel Fol l iard , K i l t aboe 
D y m p n a Burke , G r a n l a h a n 

T h o m a s G . W a g n e r , Ch icago 
Finola M o r a n , Devl is 

T h o m a s G . J o r d a n , K n o x St ree t 
Joseph ine M c W a l t e r , F e a m o r e 

Patr ick J. O 'Br i en , K n o x St ree t 
Monica M . Br ien , L o n d o n 

Mar t in O 'Br ien , T a v a n a g h m o r e 
U n a J o r d a n , Bal lygowan 

M a t t h e w O ' D w y e r , A b b e y q u a r t e r 
Gera ld ine Far rc l l , Ba l lymore 

Michael J. L y o n s , S p a d d a g h 
Bridie W h i t e , C l o n b c r n e 

Gera ld ine F i n n , Bray 
John Allen, L imer i ck 

Mark M u r p h y , Coo lnaha 
M r s . A m y W h i t e , U p p e r M a i n St. 

Denis M a r r i n a n , E n n i s t y m o n 
Joseph N o l a n , Mi l l t own 

Austin Grogan 
and Son Ltd. 
CAVE BALLYHAGNIS 

* Concrete Blocks 
* Broken Stone 
* Ready-Mix Concrete 
* Washed and Graded Sand 
* Washed Graded Chippings 

A G R I C U L T U R A L G R O U N D L I M E S T O N E 

S . T . D (0907) 3 0 0 7 2 / 3 0 2 5 2 / 3 0 0 7 8 

MURPHY'S ARMS 
(Enda & Kathleen Murphy) 

BAR & LOUNGE 
Bridge Street, Ballyhaunis 

t X t 

Bed and Breakfast - Bar Snacks 
Weekend Entertainment - Pool Table 

S.T.D. (0907) 30225 
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Deaths.... 
J o h n R u a n e , L u r g a n 
Ol iver C u n n i n g h a m , Devl i s 
Pa t r ick L y o n s , Brackloon 
Ka th l een Fla te ly , Devl i s 
M o n i c a Free ley , G u r t e e n 
G e r a r d Di l lon , A b b e y q u a r t e r 
Michae l Duffy, A n n a g h 
J o h n Phi l l ips , M a i n S t ree t 
M r s . Ellen W a l d r o n , K n o x S t ree t 
M r s . M a u r a O ' D w y e r , A th lone 
A d a m Pra t t , Scr igg 
J o h n H e n r y , U p p e r M a i n S t ree t 
M r s . Delia R u a n e , L u r g a n 
N o r a S m y t h , Brackloon S o u t h 
M r s . Bridie O 'Rei l ly , W o o d p a r k 
Patr ic ia She r idan , S ta t ion H o u s e 
M r s . Shclia H o a r e , U p p e r M a i n S t ree t 
T h o m a s L y o n s , Classaroe 
M r s . N o r a Kel ly , L c o w 
Michae l W i n s t o n , Devl is 
J o h n G r o g a n , Holywel l 
Brian H u n t , D e r r y n a c o n g , 
Pa t r ick M e a t h , Clare S t ree t 
Pa t r ick Caulf ield, D r i m b a n e 
Aus t in O 'Boy le , C a r r a r ea 
M r s . M a r y O ' M a l l e y , U p p e r M a i n Street 
Pat r ick Free ley , M a i n S t ree t 
M a d g e N e a r y , T h e S q u a r e 
Wi l l i am Fla te ly , Devl is 
Agnes T a r p e y , Car rowkee l 
M r s . N o r a H u n t , T u l l a g h a n e 
J o h n Bar re t t , I s land 
M r s . Mai W a l d r o n , A b b e y S t ree t 
Michae l Conno l ly , D e r r y n a c o n g 
M r s . Brigid Cos te l lo , B o h o g u e 
M a r k D i l l o n - L e e t c h , C a h c r , D o c t o r ' s Roac 
Cyri l C o y n e , Br idge St ree t 
Jo seph Grea l ly , A n n a g h 
M r s . N a n Regan , Ki l l inagher 
Franc i s W a l d r o n , K n o x St ree t 
J o h n O ' C o n n o r , D o c t o r ' s Road 
Wil l iam L y o n s , Brackloon 
M r s . Brigid W a l d r o n , Tapper M a i n S t ree t 
El izabeth G l y n n , T o o r a r e e 
J o h n P. . R u a n e , D r i m b a n e 
E d w a r d P lunke t t , K n o e k b r a c k 
M r s . Nora O 'Boyle , Car ra rea 
Ka th leen G r o g a n , Holywel l 

Elsewhere : 
T i m K e a r n s , D u b l i n 
E d w a r d M c N u l t y , G o r t h a g a n n y 
J im F i n n , Cul l in t ra 
Rose M u r r a y , Brickens 
J ames C o n c a n n o n , Br ickens 
Brigid O 'Too le , T a u g h e e n 
M r s . M a r y F rance , L a r g a n b o y 
Michae l F i n n , M o u n t a i n 

E d w a r d Biesty, B o h o g u e 
M r s . Brigid Br inkers , K n o x S t ree t 
M r s . C a r m e l M u l l e n , Arva 
Bridie M c G u i r e , St . G e r a r d ' s C r . 
J o h n Healy , E r r i t t 
M r s . Jcanie D w a n e , L imer i ck 
Pat r ick Han ley , Rockfield 
M r s . Bridie D o l a n , K n o x St ree t 
G e o r g e M a l o n c y , Barrack S t ree t 
Sis ter Ja r la th D r u d y , Cootehi l l 
M r s . Ann N o r b u r y , T u l r a h a n 
M a y F i n n e g a n , Ki l l inagher 
T i m o t h y M u r p h y , Brackloon 
C a n o n Michae l McEv i l l y , K i l m a i n e 
M r s . N o r a Gi les , G a l w a y 
J o h n M u l r e n n a n , G u r t e e n 
M r s . I ta M u l l e n , R o s c o m m o n 
M r s . He len Griff in, Scr igg 
M r s . M a r y Zakewski , Holywel l 
Michae l F r e e m a n , K n o c k 
G e r a l d F i t z m a u r i e e , T o g h e r 
M r s . Joan F e t h e r s t o n e , Ki l l inagher 
J o s e p h F i t z g i b b o n , T h u r l e s 
J o h n R u a n e , D e r r i n t o g h e r 
M r s . M a r g a r e t M u l l a r k e y , A b b e y q u a r t e r 
P h i l o m e n a H u g h e s , S h r u l e 
M a e v c N e s t o r , B rownesg rove 
M r s . N o r a D u g g a n , Skerr ies 
Michae l Crowley , M a i n S t ree t 
M r s . M a u r e e n C r i n n i g a n , T u l l a g h a n e 
Pe t e r O ' B r i e n , Cu l l eens , Sligo 
Michae l W a l d r o n , D e r r y l a h a n 
Pat r ick Fla te ly , Ca r rowkee l 
D e n i s M a r r i n a n , E n n i s t y m o n 
J o s e p h N o l a n , M i l l t o w n 
M r s . N o r a G a v i n , Hazelhi l l 
J o h n Kel ly , D e r r y n a c o n g 
E d w a r d K e n n y , A b b e y q u a r t e r 
J a m e s R u a n e , C l o o n b r o o k 
J o h n Vallely, A r m a g h 
M r s . Delia Duffy, T o o r e e n 
Annie K e n n y , U p p e r M a i n S t ree t 
R o b e r t Lilly, T u l l y 
M r s . Ann ie M c G e e , Cas t l eba r 
Sis ter T h o m a s H u r l e y , G l c n a m a d d y 
Pat r ick M o l o n e y , Bekan 
M o n . H u g h C u r l e y , C l a r e m o r r i s 
M r s . M a r g a r e t M o r r i s , Der ry lea 
M r s . Ri ta C o m p t o n , M a i n S t ree t 
M r s . Vera Co n n o l l y , W i l l i a m s t o w n 
Michae l K e n n y , D u n m o r e 
Joe Ga l l aghe r , K i l t i m a g h 
Pe te r Kel ly , Bal l in lough 
Kev in Moy le s , D u n m o r e 
T o m M e e h a n , T u l r a h a n 
J o h n S h a u g h n e s s y , D u n m o r e 
J a m e s F o r d e , L a r g a n b o y Eas t 
M r s . M a r y M c G o v e r n , Holywel l 
D e n i s C a n n i n g , Ballyvary Page 36 



LOCAL CROSSWORD 
C R O S S W O R D ( D O W N ) : 

1. S h o u l d it he in Bal lyvaughan not Ballyhaunis (5) 
2. G r a p h i c I n s t r u m e n t 
3. Oldes t d r ink ing es tab l i shment in town (3, 4) 
4. W h a t m a n y kids formerly used to keep their feet 

d ray (8, 5) 
5. A dr ied u p publ ica t ion (6) 
6. A magazine in Gui l le rs (41 
10. T h e beg inn ing of a d readed organisat ion (2) 
12. Is this the Baron ' s n a m e (8) 
13. Identify subconsc ious ly (2) 
14. S o u n d s like lions were the last to do this in 

Bal lyhaunis (8) 
16. Did m u c h cleaning even in this far from thc sea (4) 
2 1 . S o u n d s like a par ty r equ i r ing some action (2) 
23 . See 22 across 
25 . Al ternat ively most p rox imal bid (3) 
26. S o u n d s like the o w n e r of the hill was G e r m a n (3) 
27 . T h e y would not d r ive you to d r ink (2) 
30. Is it t he village w h e r e ou r ances tors lived (4) 
34. T h e F r e n c h no te ! (2) 

A C R O S S : -

1. Shades of grey on the hill (7) 
2. 1 and 2 for all t he act ion (5) 
7. T h c k ind of S u m m e r we have no t had (3) 
8. I t ' s d ry , i t 's c lean, all t he t e l ephone ' s work and so 

your prayers are hea rd (5) 
9. Bird a lone in C o n n e m a r a (3) 
10. I n th is shop they will take two u ' s for a h (4) 
11. I t p u t all the rest in the shade in the 60 's (7) 
15. O lde r readers enjoyed ea t ing the i r l imbs (4) 
17. Alter the medic ine m a n 
18. W e have m a n y examples of th is co lour in t own in 

all shapes and sizes (3) 
19. Can you e m p l o y sue (3) 
20. D o c s th is village get cut off in a s to rm (6) 
22 and 23 down. T h e car connects in the open air (4,5) 
24. H o w can you make a cat so small (4) 
27 . W e send it all over t he place (3) 
28. Call in a b u r n i n g s i tua t ion , she migh t answer (3) 

3 1 . H i s h a n d s saved m a n y a day (2) 
32 . D u n an Ó i r in Ba l lyhaunis (4) 
33 . Song tel l ing t hc m o n a r c h cole to d r ink 
35. W h a t Ne i l D i a m o n d said he was (2) 
36. H a d he " b e e n o v e r " (5) 

C a n t ó i r í Béal Áth t i A m h n a i s wi th M o n s i g n o r H o r a n a t the C o n c e r t in the 
P a r o c h i a l Ha l l , B a l l y h a u n i s in O c t o b e r 1985 Page 37 



Fordes Ltd. 
T H E S Q U A R E - B A L L Y H A U N I S 

X X X 

With all the latest fashions and style in Ladies 
a n d G e n t s Outfitting ALWAYS IN STOCK 

Drapery G o o d s for ALL the Family 
Best m a k e s in Boots and S h o e s 

COMPARE OUR PRICES 

t t t 

All leading brands of Whiskeys, Wines, Spirits 
etc. Always in s tock at our usual keen pr ices 

S.T.D (0907) 30013 
O U R M O T T O : Qu i ck Sale -

Sma l l Pro f i t 

P. RUANE 
Radio and T.V. Dealer 
Repairs A Speciality 

S u p p l i e r s o f M u s i c a l I n s t r u m e n t s 
A g e n t f o r A m a s t r a d C o m p u t e r s 

M a i n N o v u m D e a l e r s 

Telephone: 0907-30129 

Delaney's Ltd. 
BRIDGE STREET, BALLYHAUNIS 

X X X 

For your Souvenirs and Gifts 
Waterford Glass, Beleek China 

Irish Porcelain etc. 

Mail Orders A Speciality 

S.T.D. (0907) 30099/30096 
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Ladies & Gents 
SOPHISTICUT 

Salon 
ABBEY STREET, BALLYHAUNIS 

t t t 

Sophisticut is now operating the 
New Technology in the Sensor 
Computer Perms, which gives you 
the beauty and style you always 

wanted in a Perm. 
Open from Monday to Saturday 

Late Opening: Thursday, Friday & Sat. 
For Appointment: 'phone (0907) 30492 



Knight of the Road... 
T h e late M r . J . P . (Brodie) K e n n y , a wel l -

known Bal lyhaunis personal i ty , penned the 
fo l lowing lines a short t ime before his death 
which occured some years ago. 
A r o u n d a fire in a spike one n igh t , 
Sat a n u m b e r of t i m e - w o r n m e n , 
T h e silence was tense just a brief relief, 
By a d e e p sigh now and t h e n , 
Jus t a twist of fate wi th thc c rowd as p a w n s , 
In th is d e n of lowly life abode . 
Sighs from the lot a n d occasional yawns , 
F r o m some t ired kn igh t s of t he road. 
T h e y all looked younge r t h a n the rest: 
H e sat on a stooi wi th his h a n d s on his ch in , 
And they not iced his heav ing ches t . 
" Y e s , fate is c r u e l " the n e w c o m e r said, 
As he surveyed the g loomy c rowd , 
He half closed his eyes as he shook his head , 
T h e n spoke hjs w o r d s a loud . 
" I s tar ted life in a d ry goods s tore . 
Like you all, qui te full of hope : 
But des t iny placed a p u b next door , 
And they cer tainly gave me the d o p e . 
Love came next wi th its w insome smi le , 
And every th ing looked serene : 
But booze and powers tha t love knew no t , 
M a d e me a migh t have been . 
I d r a n k like a fish and she d id her bes t , 
T o keep m e from going w r o n g , 
But my will was weak and I followed thc rest , 

After w ine , w o m e n a n d song. 
T ' w a s all very well 'til t he funds ran o u t , 
W i t h credi t a t h ing of the past . 
T ' w a s then tha t I knew wha t a d r a p e r shou ld d o , 
Like a cobb le r stick to thc last. 
T h e racecourse came next wi th its g a m b l i n g roughs , 
Evil , spor t and wine . 
A n d I got mixed u p wi th a gang of t oughs , 
W h o s e mora l s were equa l to swine . 
I t h e n p i t ched the tale to the m u g , 
H e looked such an innocen t boy 
It resul ted in t w o years ha rd in the jug, 
T h e equ iva len t slang for M o u n t j o y , 
So tha t is the tale of an ill spent life, 
W h i c h s o m e h o w is nea r ing the e n d , 
T h e booze and spor t a n d ceaseless strife. 
H u r r i e d m e r o u n d the b e n d , 
But wha t does it ma t t e r the e n d is near , 
A n d I go over t he t o p , 
I a m one of t he m a n y like you pals he re , 
W h o s e journey t h r o u g h life wen t Hop, 
Hi s face was pale and his hea r t bea t fast, 
As he gazed at the helpless c rowd 
T ' w a s plain to see he was nea r ing the last, 
As he sat wi th his head well b o w e d , 
H e d ied that day at the b reak of d a w n , 
A n d t hus life eased its load, 
N o Bowers , n o tears , just a n o t h e r yawn , 
F r o m ano the r K n i g h t of the Road . 

THE CHURCHES 
S T . M A R Y ' S A U G U S T I N I A N A B B E Y 
Masses: 
a) O r d i n a r y Weekdays : 9.00 a.m. and 11.00 a .m. 
b) Firs t Fr idays and Wee kdays of L e n t 

9.00 a .m. , 11.00 a .m. and 7.30 p . m . 
e) Sundays and Holydays: A Vigil Mass at 7.30 p .m. 

with regular Masses on the day at 8.30 a .m. , 
10.00 a.m. and 11.3.0 a .m. 

Even ing Devot ions: 
a) Ord ina ry Weekdays : Rosary at 7.30 p .m . 

a) Ord ina ry Weekdays : Rosary at 7.30 p . m . 
b) Weekdays of May and Oc tober : Rosary and 

Benedicat ion at 7.30 p .m. 
c) S u n d a y s and Holydays : Rosary and 

Benedict ion at 7.30 p . m . 

Confessions: 
a) O n Sa turdays 1 2 - 1 . 0 0 p . m . , 5.30 - 6.00 p . m . 

and 7 - 9.00 p .m. 
b) Even of First F r iday and Holyday: 7 - 8.00 p . m . 
C) Firs t F r i d a y : 7.00 p .m . - 8.00 p . m . 
d) O t h e r t imes on reques t . 

S T . P A T R I C K ' S P A R I S H C H U R C H 
Masses: 
Daily Mass : 10.00 a.m. 
S u n d a y 8.30 a .m. , 10.00 a .m. , 11.30 a .m. 
Holy Days : 8.30 a .m. , 10.00 a.m., 11.30 a.m. 
7.30 p.m. on thc Vigil of all Sundays and Holy Days 
Fi rs t Fr idays 10.00 a .m. , 7.30 p . m . 

Weekly Novena : M o n d a y s 7.30 p . m . 

Confessions: 
Saturday 12.30 p .m . - 2.00 p . m . 
7.30 p .m . - 9.00 p . m . 

Bapt isms: 
After 11.30 a.m. Mass on Sundays by arrangement 

Marr iages: 
T h r e e m o n t h s not ice . A C o m p l e t e Mar r iage Course , 
t ime and da te by a r r a n g e m e n t . 
Rosary and Benedic t ion - S u n d a y 7.30 p .m . 
W eek en d s in O c t o b e r and May 7.30 p .m . 
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CURLEY ' S 
Clare Street - Ballyhaunis 

1 1 1 

L o u n g e B a r , 

W h o l e s a l e F r u i t D i s t r i b u t o r 

t t t 

S.T.D. (0907) 30077 

I R E L A N D 

Ballyhaunis 
and District 
Credit Union 

At Your Service in the 
Parochial Hall 

Fr idays 6.00 - 7.00 p . m . 
Sa tu rdays 8.00 - 9.00 p . m . 
S u n d a y 12.00 - 1.00 p . m . 

Sunday : T o o r e e n School 12.00 - 1.30 p . m . 

C. GARVEY MORAN 
School Suppl ies 

KNOX STREET - BALLYHAUNIS 

I R I S H C A R D S F O R E V E R Y O C C A S I O N 

School Books - School Stationery 
Art Materials - Educational Aids 

S.T.D. (0907) 30079 

VaVs Lounge 
Main Street - Ballyhaunis 

S.T.D. (0907) 30068 

Bar Food Specialists 
F O O D S E R V E D U P T O 10 p . m . 

S U N D A Y S T O 9 p . m . 
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DOWN MEMORY LANE 

Back Row (1 to r ) : P a d d y W a l d r o n (Abbey S t r e e t ) , J o h n P l u n k e t t ( C h e r r y f i e l d ) , P a d d y 
Foudy ( C l a r e S t r e e t ) , Joe Grif f in ( C l a r e S t r e e t ) , R o b e r t Hea ly ( N a t i o n a l B a n k ) . 
T h i r d Row (1 to r ) : T i m R e g a n ( B a r r a c k S t r e e t ) , S t e p h e n W a l d r o n (Knox S t r e e t ) , Mick Judge 
Micky J o r d a n ( A n n a g h ) , C h r i s t y Cau l f i e ld ( C a r r o w k e e l ) , J o h n K ean e (Knox St . ) . 
Second Row (1 to r ) : T o m O 'Boy le ( B a l l i n p h u i l ) , P a t R a t t i g a n (Knox S t r e e t ) , J a m e s G i b b o n s 
(Main S t r e e t ) , G e r r y H y l a n d ( U l s t e r B a n k ) , B r e n d a n B y r n e ( M a i n S t r e e t ) . 
F r o n t Row (1 to r ) : (F r . ) Aus t in C r i b b i n ( C h u r c h p a r k ) , John D a v i t t ( B r i d g e S t r e e t ) , Mick 
Hopk ins ( C h u r c h p a r k ) , B e r n a r d F o r d e (The S q u a r e ) , B e r t i e C u r l e y ( C l a r e S t r e e t ) . 

Faces of 1959 - How m a n y do you know? 
Page 41 



HOW MANY CAN YOU NAME? 

TLA 41 

fl • 
T a k e n in the 1950's af ter a Dr i l l D i sp lay in C a s t l e b a r at which B a l l y h a u n i s J u n i o r a n d Sen io r 
t e a m s won t r o p h i e s , thc Dr i l l I n s t r u c t r e s s was M r s . P a t M a h o n y . How m a n y can you 
recognise? P h t o cou r t e sy of F r a n c e s Caulf ie ld ( W e s t p o r t ) 

A C h o i r , t r a i n e d by S r . Agnes R. I .P . s ing ing a t a Fe is in the C o n v e n t G r o u n d , conduc t ed by 
N o r e e n Caulf ield in 1944. C o u r t e s y o l 'Kath leen B y r n e 

Back Row (1 to r ) : Michae l Gi l l igan (who worked in Johns tons ) , T e r e n c e M c H u g h (Abbey St .) , 
Joe Keane (Knox S t . ) , S t e p h e n W a l d r o n ( E n g l a n d ) . 
F r o n t Row (1 to r ) : M r . B e a t t y (Worked in Johns tons ) , S e a m u s W a l d r o n R.I .P. , T o m m y 
F o r d e (Ga lway) , Leo F o r k a n R.I .P . 

T a k e n ou t s ide F o r k a n ' s , Knox S t r e e t (Cour t e sy of M r . and M r s . V. W a l d r o n ) 
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Allied Irish Banks 
Banking for a better future 

Loca l Of f ices: Br idge St ree t , Bal lyhaunis . Tel : (0907) 30464. 
J a m e s St ree t , Clai 'emorr is . Tel : (094) 71594. 
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A Song for David 

D a v i d F i t z g e r a l d wi th the A l l - I r e l and M i n o r T r o p h y a t t he S q u a r e , B a l l y h a u n i s 

In to the Roll of H o n o u r ' s n o w 
Goes Dave F i tzgera ld ' s n a m e , 
W h o this year to Bal lyhaunis 
Brough t back the c u p of fame, 
W h o wi th o the r peerless s ta lwarts 
Li t a new flame in the Wes t 
And gave a coun ty cause to cheer 
W h e n they v a n q u i s h e d I r e l and ' s bes t . 

So , D a v e , this t own pays h o n o u r 
T o the s ter l ing par t you played 
In M a y o ' s flawless progress 
T o the crest of this classic g rade . 

W e saw your hear t and mas te ry 
T a k e your g a m e in style a long, 
You did the n a m e of F i tzgera ld p r o u d , 
D a v e , you gave us cause for song . 

So wc sing o u r song of praise to you , 
A n d wi th you we laud the side 
T h a t gave eighty-f ive a m e m o r y 
T h a t will live and g row wi th p r ide , 
Whi le games are p layed wi th spir i t 
Whi le y o u n g m e n like you arise, 
T o wear the c o u n t y colours clean 
A n d win glory in M a y o eyes. j o h n O ' C o n n o r O.S .A. 

Best Wishes to Annagh' Magazine from.... 

C. PHILLIPS & SONS 
Main Street, Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo 

Footwear - Drapery - Household Goods 
Work/Wear - Sportswear 

GOOD VALUE AND SERVICE ALWAYS 
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POETRY CORNER.. . 
A S O N G F O R M I C H A E L 
Come all, good men and listen, 
And, good ladies, lend an ear, 
While we raise a song for Michael 
For the west to hear. 
So our toast is Micheal Finnegan, 
Whose name will long go down 
For setting Ballyhaunis blest 
As Mayo's cleanest town. 
For nineteen years has Micheal 
Come from Tullaghaune, 
Astir before the earliest birds, 
Beating the stealthiest dawn. 
And up and down the streets he goes 
With barrow, broom and care, 
Coaxing the town to self-respect 
That's seldom found elsewhere. 
They say he catches falling leaves, 
That he wants no passing star 
T o spoil the standards of the town 
With space-debris from afar. 
With pride in work he moves about 
Ever -ready with a smile 
But as he listens to your talk 
He's sweeping all the while. 
There's not a scrap of paper, then, 
Nor orange peel, nor tin, 

But Micheal's barrow carts away-
Here no litter bug can win. 
So here in song we say our praise 
And we throw the gauntlet down, 
And challenge all of Mayo fair 
T o show us a cleaner town! 
So we make our toast to Micheal 
And we trail our coat-tail best, 
For we think that Micheal's equal 
Can't be found in all the West. 

So our toast in Micheal Finnegan, 
And long may his broad smile show 
With the streets of Ballyhaunis 
With the streets in Mayo. 

J o h n O ' C o n n o r O . S . A . 

Michael G o d f r e y , Ba l l in lough 

Jack O'Connor 
MEDICINES - HEALTH FOODS - GIFTS 
COSMETICS - JEWELLERY - WATCHES 

CAMERAS - MICROSCOPES 
EDUCATIONAL KITS 

Special Offers in 
Cameras and Films 

Special is ts in: 
Astronominical Instruments, Binoculars, 

Rif lescopes, Magnifiers. 

S.T.D. (0907) 30367/30037 

And so we join the "Te legraph ' , 
That paper of truth and trust, 
In praising Micheal Finnegan 
In words well earned and just. 
So wc owe a debt to Micheal, 
With his barrow up and down, 
And long may be come from Tullaghaune 
T o keep our tidy town. 
And long may his name be honoured, 
For Micheal smiles and goes 
About his work with pride and love-
But Ballyhaunis knows. 

B A L L Y H A U N I S 
There's a town far away that I long for each day 
T i l l I go there I'll never find rest 
T 'was there as a boy that I spent years of joy 
In Ballyhaunis the town of the West.-
T o the Abbey I'll stray as I did every day 
T 'was there that I first knelt to pray 
Where Masses were read and the rosary said 
Thats the faith that I cherish today. 
Then down by the river tis fondly I'll go 
And I'll look through my heart at the waters below 
Where each ripple and wave that below murmurs on 
Seems to echo the words of some Street Singers 
Song. 
N o w over the road to the Post Office Wel l , 
0 what talk we could have if you only could tell 
O f all that you served and all that you've seen 
In Ballyhaunis you must be a landmark supreme. 
When further afield I see factories grand 
With your well-laid Trade Fair and industrial stands 
God Bless you the Chamber for your vision and 
quest 
Y o u have made Ballyhaunis the town of the West. 
How I long for the day when home I will be 
In that town of the West that means so much to me 
1 see you in dreams and what changes I see 
From the station in Devlis to famed Tooraree. 
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HORSE SHOE 
INN 

(Prop: Mick Morris) 

* Large Lounge Bar Suitable for.. 

P A R T I E S . S O C I A L S etc. * 

Petrol Sales 

S . T . D . ( 0 9 0 7 ) 3 0 1 7 8 

COMMUNITY 
INFORMATION 

For Information on.... 
P.A.Y.E., HOUSING, 

FAMILY LAW, SOCIAL WELFARE 

Call, Write or Telephone: 
Ballyhaunis (0907) 30212 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE, 
PAROCHIAL HALL, BALLYHAUNIS 

Tuesday : 11.50 - 12.50 5.00 - 6.00 
F r iday : 11.30 - 12.50 5.00 - 6.00 

S a t u r d a y : 11.50 - 12.50 

The Service is Free and Confidential 

* IRISES ^ 
FLORIST 

Flowers for all occasions 
Wedding Bouquets a speciality 

Agent for Interflora 

MAIN STREET - BALLYHAGNIS 

S.T.D. (0907) 30015 

<4& 
Tom Moran 

KNOCK ROAD - BALLYHAUNIS 

H i r e a B u s to su i t a l l o c c a s i o n s 
14, 29, 45 a n d 53 S e a t e r s 

Telephone: (0907) 30346 
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J U N I O R C H A M B E R E X E C U T I V E 
B a c k Row (1 to r ) : S h e a O ' C a l l a g h a n , R o b b i e M c N a b b , E a m o n Hea ly . 
F r o n t Row (1 to r ) : R i t a L u n d o n , M a r y Free ley , A n n e M a r r i n a n . 

J U N I O R C H A M B E R 
T h e J u n i o r C h a m b e r A . G . M . was h e l d i n J a n u a r y 

1985 a n d t h e f o l l o w i n g o f f i ce rs we re e lec ted t o t h e 
E x e c u t i v e . 

President M a r y F ree ley 
Vice President R o b b i e M c N a b b 
Secretary A n n M a r r i n a n 
Treasu re r Shea O ' C a l l a g h a n 
Legal Counsel R i t a L u n d o n 
P . R . O E a m o n H e a l y 

I t was d e c i d e d t h a t t he first p r o j e c t w o u l d i n v o l v e 
f u n d - r a i s i n g f o r E t h i o p i a . T h i s p r o j e c t was i n s p i r e d 
by the gene ra l awareness o f t he f a m i n e p r o b l e m s a n d 
special i n te res t was fe l t because o f D r . M i c h a e l 
C leary 's ac t i ve i n v o l v e m e n t i n H a r b o . A w e l l -
s u p p o r t e d soc ia l was h e l d ea r l y i n F e b r u a r y a n d t w o 
raff les - c o n f i n e d e n t i r e l y t o t h e loca l c o m m u n i t y 
were he ld ( E i l e e n J e n n i n g s w o n the p r i z e o f a 
weekend sponso red b y C o r r i b S o u t h e r n , G a l w a y , i n 
the first r a f f l e ) . 

I n a l l a t o ta l o f £ 7 0 0 was ra ised t o be p r e s e n t e d at a 
later date f o r C o n c e r n t o D r . C l e a r y . 

I n F e b r u a r y , J u n i o r C h a m b e r was r e p r e s e n t e d at 
the p resen ta t i on o f t he M e i t h e a l A w a r d . T h i s a w a r d 

was p resen ted to t h c p e o p l e o f B a l l y h a u n i s b y 
M u i n t i r M a i g h e o , i n D u b l i n , i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f 
c o m m u n i t y s p i r i t . 

M e a n w h i l e o t h e r J u n i o r C h a m b e r p ro j ec t s w e r e 
u n d e r w a y . I n t e r e s t was expressed b y loca l t r ade rs i n 
h a v i n g pos tca rds o f B a l l y h a u n i s ava i lab le f o r sale i n 
t he shops . J u n i o r C h a m b e r m e m b e r s i n v o l v e d we re 
M a t t O ' D w y e r , J i m L u n d o n , A n n e M a r r i n a n , 
H e l e n F r e e l e y , R e g i n a a n d K a t h l e e n H u n t . L o c a l 
a r t i s ts we re a p p r o a c h e d . F o u r b l ack a n d w h i t e 
e t c h i n g s we re e v e n t u a l l y se lec ted , pos t ca rds w e r e 
p u b l i s h e d a n d are n o w ava i lab le f o r sale i n severa l 
shops i n B a l l y h a u n i s . W e w o u l d l i ke t o t h a n k the 
a r t i s ts w h o a l l o w e d us to p r i n t t h e i r w o r k - H e l e n a 
C a u l f i e l d , Peter M c H u g h a n d S t e p h e n D u r c a n . 

D e b a t i n g was u n d e r w a y b y n o w t o o . T w o teams 
w e r e e n t e r e d i n t h e N a t i o n a l D e b a t i n g c o m p e t i t i o n . 
T h e ' A ' t e a m c o n s i s t i n g o f E a m o n H e a l y , B r i a n 
H a r r i n g t o n , E d d i e C a m p b e l l a n d M i c h a e l G r o g a n -
was successfu l i n i ts first deba te aga ins t D r o g h c d a . 
R e p r e s e n t i n g t h c ' B ' t e a m we re J o h n H i g g i n s , M a t t 
O ' D w y e r , J i m L u n d o n a n d i n i t i a l l y Padra i c L e e , 
w h o d u e to o t h e r c o m m i t m e n t s was rep laced at a 
la ter da te b y C h r i s P r a t t . 
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SOUNDINGS 
O n St. Pa t r i ck ' s D a y , t he second annua l J u n i o r 

C h a m b e r Relay Race was he ld for t hc c o m m u n i t y . 
Ove r e ighty people pa r t i c ipa ted in t eams of t h r e e -
cons is t ing of a r u n n e r , a walker a n d a cyclist . T h i s 
project was o rgan i sed by R o b b i e M c N a b O and 
H e l e n Free ley , wi th t he m u c h apprec ia ted he lp of 
J o h n a n d M a r y F rances Cleary . A social was held 
tha t n ight and prizes were p re sen ted to t h e w i n n i n g 
t eam. 

At t hc end of M a r c h a p l a q u e was e rec ted in Pa i rc 
Gui l l ie rs in m e m o r y of D r . Dec l an Sh ie lds , a fo rmer 
m e m b e r of Bal lyhaunis J u n i o r C h a m b e r . T h e s e 
a r r a n g e m e n t s were finalised by Ri ta L u n d o n . 

T h e J u n i o r C h a m b e r , in con junc t ion wi th t he 
T o w n T w i n n i n g C o m m i t t e e , w h o were very b u s y 
p repa r ing for t he arrival of the F r e n c h from 
Gui l l i e r s , dec ided to r u n a we lcome social for t he 
adu l t s on Eas ter S u n d a y n igh t . A second E t h i o p i a n 
fund- ra i s ing raffle was held tha t n igh t . T h e ma in 
pr izes of a bicycle was s p o n s o r e d by R o b b i e 
M c N a b b . But the m a i n exc i t emen t was m i d - w e e k 
w h e n a non-a lcoho l ic disco was o rgan i sed by J . C . 
m e m b e r K a t h l e e n H u n t for F r e n c h a n d I r i sh y o u n g 
peop le . Eight a n d n ine year olds b o p p e d the n igh t 
away wi th the i r e lders of s ixteen and seven teen . 

Jun io r C h a m b e r was consc ious early in t he year of 
the proposa l t ha t t h e t e l ephone exchange wou ld be 

Tom Moran's 
BAR 

• • • 

Enjoy a D r i n k in c o m f o r t a b l e s u r r o u n d i n g s 
O p e n F i r e , C o l o u r Te lev i s ion . 

Also S u p p l i e r of: 
All Sol id Fue l , C o a l a n d B r i q u e t t e s e tc . 

S .T .D. (0907) 30493 

a u t o m a t e d . It was seen essential to facilitate this 
t rans i t ion from m a n u a l to a u t o m a t i c p h o n e by 
pub l i sh ing a local d i rec to ry for bus iness and 
househo ld use . M e m b e r s involved in this project 
were R o b b i e M c N a b b - Project Leade r ; Shea 
O 'Ca l l aghan - T r e a s u r e r ; also M i k e Griff in , E a m o n 
Healy , Ri ta L u n d o n a n d M a r y Free ley . 

T h e second annua l T r a d e Fa i r o rganised by the 
C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e and held in M a y was used as 
an o p p o r t u n i t y to l aunch the D i rec to ry . T h e main 
gues t of t he C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e , M r . Pierre 
Mathi jsen, was presented with a copy of the Directory, 
as was M o n s i g n o r H o r a n . M a n y past p res iden t s of 
J u n i o r C h a m b e r inc luded S e a m u s F o r d e , T o n y 
F l y n n , Alan De laney , M o i r a De laney , M a t t 
O ' D w y e r a n d Ri ta L u n d o n . 

T h e J u n i o r C h a m b e r s t and at t he T r a d e Fai r was 
organised by m e m b e r s u n d e r t h e leadersh ip of 
E a m o n Hea ly . I t was a ce lebra t ion of past and 
p resen t projects r u n by the J u n i o r C h a m b e r . T h e 
s t and was visited by m o s t people w h o a t t ended the 
fair and was of special in teres t to pas t m e m b e r s . A 
special feature were t he ske tches of past p res iden t s 
by S t e p h e n D u r k a n . A G u e s s - W h o C o m p e t i t i o n 
was r u n for y o u n g ch i ld ren and the pr ize of a camera 
sponsored by O ' C o n n o r ' s C h e m i s t was w o n by an 
exci ted D a v i d Nes to r . 

T h e Na t iona l P re s iden t of J u n i o r C h a m b e r , C o n 

RYAN'S 
S u p e r V a l u ! 

F O O D & D R I N K A T T H E 
R I G H T P R I C E 

N o w O p e n A L L D A Y T h u r s d a y 

• • • 

Ryan's Fashions 
"The Best Costs Less" 

T e l e p h o n e : (0907) 30359 
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SOUNDINGS 

Six F o r m e r P r e s i d e n t s at t hc T r a d e F a i r 1985 

O 'Nei l l visited Bal lyhaunis m e m b e r s at the i r J u n e 
meet ing . H e addressed m e m b e r s a n d spoke abou t 
J .C . object ives. O n th is occasion D r . Michae l Cleary 
was p resen ted wi th a c h e q u e for £ 7 0 0 on behal f of 
Conce rn . 

O u r ' B ' t eam were mee t ing wi th grea t success on 
the deba t ing field at th is s tage. G a l w a y were 
defeated o n the top ic of d ivorce in Apri l a n d ear ly in 
J u n e , D r o g h e d a were defeated. N o w the Na t iona l 
semi-finals loomed ahead , and J u n i o r C h a m b e r 
D u b l i n were our o p p o n e n t s . T h i s deba t e was he ld in 
Tu l l amore and a b u s of s u p p o r t e r s t ravel led from 
Ballyhaunis . T h e Bal lyhaunis t eam cap ta ined by 
John Higg ins won and the t e a m was n o w in to the 
Al l - I re land finals. Congra tu l a t i ons in Ju ly to J u n i o r 
C h a m b e r m e m b e r s , M a t t O ' D w y e r on the occasion 
of his marr iage to G e r a l d i n e , a n d to Rcgina H u n t on 
her 21st b i r thday . 

T o w a r d s the e n d of Augus t , desp i te t he very 
inclement wea the r four events were held in thc 
commun i ty week. T h e s e were main ly for ch i ld ren 
who were no t de te r red by the rain which migh t have 
marred the occasion for adu l t s . Even t s were r u n by 
Mike Griffin, Regina H u n t , A n n e M a r r i n a n and 
Kath leen H u n t and inc luded s w i m m i n g , canoe ing 
and a " h u n t " a r o u n d Hazelhi l l . A special w o r d of 
thanks here to S t e p h e n D u r k a n for his h e l p a n d to 
our sponsors . 

T h e national D e b a t i n g Finals were held in t he 
Law Society Premises , Blackhall Place in D u b l i n in 
September . T h e team oppos ing Bal lyhaunis was 

Cast leknock J u n i o r C h a m b e r . T h e topic deba ted 
was tha t " T h e Sacred C o w of I r i sh Neu t ra l i ty 
shou ld be a b a n d o n e d " , and the even t was chai red by 
D e p u t y N o r a O w e n s . J u n i o r C h a m b e r Bal lyhaunis 
won the deba t e . Several people a t t ended the finals in 
D u b l i n and these inc luded M r s . M a r y Higg ins - at 
he r first deba t ing final, Pad ra i c L e e , an original 
m e m b e r of t he t e am, Sena to r J i m Higg ins and J o h n 
D i l l o n - L e e t c h w h o had previous ly capta ined a 
Bal lyhaunis t e am to victory. O n the following n ight 
a recept ion was held for the i r t e am by Bal lyhaunis 
J u n i o r C h a m b e r in the Cen t r a l Ho te l . T h i s was 
a t t e n d e d by F r . Cos te l lo , P . P . , F r . G leeson , C . C . , 
F r . O ' C o n n o r , O .S .A . and m a n y o the r fr iends and 
suppor t e r s of thc t e am. 

T h e Pres iden t of Bal lyhaunis J u n i o r C h a m b e r , 
M a r y Free ley , a t t ended the Na t iona l C o n v e n t i o n of 
J . C . in L imer ick a n d was p re sen ted wi th the t r o p h y 
on behalf of the deba t ing t eam. T h i s is the t h i r d t ime 
the deba t ing t r o p h y has been w o n by Bal lyhaunis . 

At the O c t o b e r m e e t i n g of J u n i o r C h a m b e r , 
H e l e n Free ley , was chosen as C h a p t e r Pe r son of thc 
Year . As a n e w m e m b e r of t he C h a p t e r f rom the 
beg inn ing of t he year H e l e n had b e e n c o m m i t t e d in 
t he projec ts she u n d e r t o o k to b e c o m e involved in. 
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ! 

P repa ra t i ons for A n n a g h M a g a z i n e were again 
u n d e r w a y a n d t h a n k s are d u e to J i m L u n d o n as 
Ed i to r and to his Edi tor ia l C o m m i t t e e . 

Hal loween as a season of mys te ry was chosen as a 
su i table t ime to r u n a Car T r e a s u r e H u n t . Involved 
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SOUNDINGS 

in organis ing this project were Shea O 'Ca l l aghan -
Project Leade r a n d He len Freeley - wi th thanks d u e 
to Mike a n d Brid Cleary and Imc lda O ' C a l l a g h a n . 

At thc e n d of a successful year I would like to 
thank those m e m b e r s of J u n i o r C h a m b e r w h o have 
he lped to make the year so w o r t h w h i l e , especial ly 
the m e m b e r s of the execut ive . I wou ld like to thank 
you, t he pub l i c , for s u p p o r t i n g us in ou r projects 
d u r i n g the year. 

A special word of t h a n k s to J o h n a n d M a r y Fraces 
Cleary , M i k e and Brid Cleary , S t e p h e n D u r k a n for 
the he lp they gave to us t h r o u g h o u t the year . 
W i t h o u t sponsors and adver t i sers m a n y of o u r 
projects would have been imposs ib le - t h a n k you. 
T h e Cen t ra l Ho te l is m a d e available to us for 
meet ings and events and we have received every 
assistance also from Billy 's N i t e C l u b and Val 's 
L o u n g e . T h a n k s to Mick O ' C o n n e l l , Michae l 
C o m m i n s and to ou r p r in te r s . 

Final ly I would like to say tha t if you are aged 
be tween 18 and 40 and wou ld like to get involved in 
your local c o m m u n i t y , you are we lcome to a t tend 
any of ou r mee t ings . Ask any m e m b e r to b r i n g you 
along. 

M a r y Free ley , President 

B a l l y h a u n i s H a n d b a l l C l u b 
Bal lyhaunis H a n d b a l l C l u b has one of t he finest 

cour t s in t he p rov ince wh ich is be ing uti l ized by the 
M a y o a n d C o n n a u g h t H a n d b a l l Boards for 
c o m p e t i t i o n s . 

M e m b e r s h i p for t he c o m i n g year is :-
Ind iv idua l H a n d b a l l : £ 2 0 ; Fami ly : £ 2 5 ; P r imary 
School S tudents : 50p; S tuden t s (2nd & 3rd Level): £ 5 ; 
Associate Member s : £ 1 ; Squash /Handba l l Combined: 
£ 2 5 ; Fami ly : £ 3 0 . 

G e r r y C r i b b i n p rov ides regular courses for 
new m e m b e r s w h o wish to join. T h e c lub arc in deb t 
to t he t une of £ 1 3 , 0 0 0 at p resen t . I t wishes to t hank 
all those w h o c o n t r i b u t e to t he Weekly T o t e D r a w . A 
special word of t h a n k s is e x t e n d e d to t he pub l i can ' s 
and sellers in the d r a w . 

T h e c lub e x t e n d s s y m p a t h y to all w h o suffered 
any b e r e a v e m e n t s d u r i n g the year. 

T h e c lub e x t e n d s bes t wishes for t he fu ture and a 
H a p p y C h r i s t m a s to all s u p p o r t e r s especially those 
from Bal lyhaunis now res ident overseas for the 
unqual i f ied s u p p o r t . 

Pat ron Very Rev. F r . Costel lo P .P . 
President Mick O ' C o n n e l l 
C h a i r m a n Michae l M u r r e n 
Secretary Michae l W a l d r o n 
T r e a s u r e r Michae l Byrne 

B A L L Y H A U N I S R E - H A B 

T h e Bal lyhaunis b r a n c h was formed in 1978. 
Since its incept ion the c o m m i t t e e have been very 
active in raising funds for the Nat ional Rehabil i tat ion 
Ins t i tu te . T h e s e funds go to w o r k s h o p s a r o u n d the 
country who train physically and mentally handicapped 
people towards full e m p l o y m e n t . 

In the past year Ballyhaunis R e - H a b have collected 
£1 ,000 th rough a P u b Quiz . W h e n R . T . E . personality 
D o n n c h a O ' D u l a i g h walked t h r o u g h o u t thc c o u n t r y 
he got a very w a r m welcome in Bal lyhaunis w h e r e he 
collected £ 6 3 5 . 

Off icers: 
Cha i rpe rson L u k e Lawlo r 
Secretary U n a Shie lds 
T r e a s u r e r Breda Burke 
P . R . O M a r y K e a n e 
Commi t tee Members : 
Teresa K e a n e , M a r y K e a n e , M a r i e Conne l l , Nel l 
Rochford , M a r g i e Gal lagher , Rita H a n n o n , M a r y 
T i m o n e y , M a r y D i l l o n - L e e t c h , T e r e s a C o n w a y , Sr . 
D y m p n a , Joe Hos ty . 

U n a Shields 

B a l l y h a u n i s M a c r a N a F e i r m e 
T h e c lub or ig ina ted on the 19th J a n u a r y , 1984 a n d 

has been reasonably active since tha t da te . 
A few of thc m o r e successful unde r t ak ings since 

the c lub ' s fo rmat ion have been t w o socials and , 
taking par t in the T r a d e Fa i r s . 

T h e r e are six or seven active m e m b e r s along wi th 
the officers. Confe rence mee t s weekly in t he N . C . F . 
M a r t p remises a n d new m e m b e r s are always 
we lcome. 

W c held ou r A n n u a l G en e ra l M e e t i n g on the 10th 
S e p t e m b e r , 1985 and the following officers were 
e lec ted: -

President F r . O ' C o n n o r 
Vice President Bill Mul l igan 
C h a i r m a n Wa l t e r W a l d r o n 
Vice C h a i r m a n Vincen t F r e e m a n 
Secretary Alta Regan 
Vice Secretary Pau l ine Mor ley 
T r e a s u r e r Pe te r Brown 
P . R . O M a r y Regan 
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F o r the last th ree decades St. Pa t r ick ' s D r a m a t i c 
Society have pu t on m a n y fine shows , b u t 1985 m u s t 
rank as one of the i r best w h e n over 500 people 
packed into the Parochia l Hal l to see J o h n B. 
Keane ' s play " M a n y Y o u n g M e n of T w e n t y " . 

T h e p lay , wr i t ten in the fifties w h e n we h a d 
massive emigra t ion from this c o u n t r y rek ind led 
memor ies for a lot of people p resen t , ha rd ly a n y o n e 
who h a d n ' t said g o o d b y e to a loved one at s o m e t i m e 
or ano ther . 

All of the seventeen people on t hc b o a r d s gave 
excellent p ro t raya l s . O n e could not talk a bou t d r a m a 
wi thout m e n t i o n i n g n a m e s like Jack G r e e n e and 
F rank L e o n a r d w h o have c o n t r i b u t e d so m u c h to 
d r a m a in Bal lyhaunis over the years . 

H o w e v e r they were no t a lone in th is p r o d u c t i o n . 
I t is always nice to we lcome new ta lent into a g r o u p 
and last year was n o excep t ion in this r egard . Shcl ia 
Wa ld ron , Padra ic L y o n s , J i m D o n n e l l y , P a d d y Joe 
T igue , J i m m y F l e m i n g , T h o m a s C r i b b i n and 
M a u r e e n T o w e y were pe r fo rming wi th o u r g r o u p 
for the first t ime . H a v i n g pe r fo rmed so well in front 
of an apprecia t ive aud ience , wc were p r o m p t e d to 
enter the M a y o A . D . L . festival to be held in Ki l t imagh 
in early M a r c h . 

I t is here I m u s t single ou t J i m D o n n e l l y for 
special m e n t i o n i n g - w h o wi th t he he lp of Jack 
Greene and Michael Da ly des igned the set. Pa t 
M u r p h y , cour tesy of Di l lon Bros . , k indly agreed to 
provide thc t r anspor t - so we were on ou r way to 
Ki l t imagh. 

F o u r g roups took par t - W e s t p o r t , G a r r y m o r e , 
Castlebar and Bal lyhaunis . T h e ad judica tor , L i a m 

b y Pat D o y l e 

M c K e n n a from Sligo spoke highly of o u r efforts -
saying we had p rov ided a good even ing ' s en t e r t a in ­
m e n t and tha t s wha t d r a m a is all abou t . 

H o w e v e r t he re was one pe r fo rmance tha t wou ld 
stay wi th h i m for a long t i m e to c o m e , Peg F i n n e r t y 
beaut i ful ly po r t r ayed by Frank ie O 'Mal l ey . F rank ie 
w h o had in t he past p layed m a n y leading roles in 
musica ls was n o w mix ing it wi th d ia logue del iver ing 
it very well . 

L i a m M c K e n n a in p r e s e n t i n g her wi th a p laque 
said he had no hes is ta t ion in n a m i n g he r "Bes t 
Act ress of the W e e k " . O t h e r pe r fo rmances he liked 
were those of J im D o n n e l l y , Padra ic L y o n s , F r a n k 
L e o n a r d , Jack G r e e n e and A n n J o r d a n . 

I as P r o d u c e r would like t o thank each m e m b e r of 
the cast for the a m o u n t of work they pu t in to thc 
p roduc t ion . 

Also our back stage crew, namely : -
Kit K ean e M a k e - U p 
Joe Byrne P . R . O . 
Liz J o r d a n Secre tary 
A n n Hos ty - C h a i r p e r s o n 

these people he lped me out a lot with the p roduc t ion . 
Final ly I want to thank the people of Bal lyhaunis for 
the i r s u p p o r t , some of w h o m travelled to K i l t imagh 
to s u p p o r t us. 

W e have dec ided to stay wi th J o h n B. for ano the r 
year a n d plan to p resen t " T h e F i e l d " u n d o u b t e d l y 
one of his s t ronges t plays in the Parochia l Hal l on the 
5 th a n d 6th J a n u a r y , 1986, more about th is later . 
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Miss M a u r e e n Towey seen h e r e r ece iv ing the 
" C u m i s k e y C u p " f r o m J o h n C u m i s k e y on be ing 
se lec ted as L a d y Gae l i c F o o t b a l l e r of t h e y e a r 

B a l l y h a u n i s G . A . A . C l u b 
T h e activit ies of Bal lyhaunis G . A . A . c lub were 

ra the r low-key this year c o m p a r e d to t he hec t ic 
p r o g r a m m e of even t s w h i c h were successfully 
unde r t aken in thc Cen tena ry Year of thc Associat ion. 
T h c c lub con t inues to make excel lent progress on 
the admin i s t ra t ive side b u t fo r tunes , alas, on thc 
playing fields are n o w at a low e b b . T h i s is most 
d i sappo in t ing w h e n one cons iders tha t we scaled thc 
he ights in 1984 by w i n n i n g the C o u n t y U n d e r - 1 6 
title against all the o d d s . 

T h e highl ight of t he year f rom the c lub ' s 
perspective had to be the selection of David Fitzgerald 
on thc successful M a y o Al l - I re land M i n o r w i n n i n g 
combina t ion . I n the red and g reen of M a y o he 
played some inspi red football and m a n n e d the 
cen t re half back posi t ion wi th s u p r e m e conf idence . 
T h e c lub also congra tu la tes T o m m y G r o g a n on 
be ing a m e m b e r of the c o u n t y senior panel tha t 
annexed the C o n n a u g h t title in impress ive fashion at 
thc expense of R o s c o m m o n . 

T h e club commenced its 1985 activities by at tending 
the C o u n t y C o n v e n t i o n at t he Beaten Pa th o n the 
27th J anua ry . A sizeable con t ingen t were p resen t to 
en su re that local m a n , J o h n P r e n t y was n o m i n a t e d 
for t he posi t ion of C o . Secre tary . Even grea te r 
s a t i s f a c t i o n w a s e x p r e s s e d w h e n h e w a s 
unan imous ly chosen . 

O n the playing fields the year was most disappointing 
cu lmina t ing in t he relegat ion of ou r senior t e am to 
Divis ion 3 of t he league. T h e t e a m only ga ined four 
poin ts o u t of a poss ible twen ty . T h e y were also 
knocked out once again in t h e first r o u n d of the 
c h a m p i o n s h i p by a Dav i t t s t e am that were by n o 
m e a n s invincible . T e a m M a n a g e r T o n y M o r l e y 
worked hard but the team never responded. Attendances 

at t r a in ing , even p r io r to t he c h a m p i o n s h i p were 
poor , and the ded ica t ion , loyalty a n d c o m m i t m e n t so 
essential for success were bad ly miss ing . T h e fact 
that we d o no t have a good , rel iable sha rpshoo te r is 
no t he lp ing ou r cause . 

T h c U n d e r - 2 1 t eam were bea ten by Swinford in 
the Eas t semi-f inal after they scored a good win over 
M o y Dav i t t s in the p rev ious r o u n d . T h c M i n o r s and 
16 side were bea ten in the East M a y o semi-finals by 
M o y Dav i t t s . T h e U - 1 6 s did well to get this far w h e n 
one takes in to cons ide ra t ion tha t they lost their first 
two g a m e s in the g r o u p p rope r . 

T h e senior t e a m reached the C a n o n H e n r y C u p 
final before s u c c u m b i n g to A u g h a m o r c . T h e y were 
also bea t en by G a r r y m o r e in t he Ray Prendergas t 
t o u r n a m e n t . T h e y have a great deal of work to do if 
they are ever to get back a m o n g the elite of M a y o 
football . 

O n behal f of thc c l u b , I wou ld like to take this 
o p p o r t u n i t y to t hank those ded ica ted m e m b e r s of 
R e - h a b w h o liaised effectively wi th t he G .A.A. 
m e m b e r s , H u g h R u d d e n , G e r r y L y o n s , T o m m y 
P r e n t y and J i m m y F l e m i n g in organis ing the P u b 
Quiz a n d rais ing a cons ide rab le s u m of money in the 
process . 

T h e c lub would also appreciate it if parents became 
involved in the organising of Junior Scór competi t ions. 
Ba m h a i t h l iom ar son Comha l t a i C u m a n n 

C o u n t y S e c r e t a r y , J o h n P r e n t y a n d his son John 
p r o u d l y ho ld t h e T o m M a r k h a m C u p a f te r the 
M a y o M i n o r s A l l - I r e l a n d v i c to ry in Sept . , 1985. 
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Lua thch lcas G a e d h e a l ia r ra tad d o tu i smi theo i r i na 
daoine óga pá i r t each comór t a s Scór a eag rú . T á sc an 
t abhachach t ranga Gael ige a fhorhair t agus a 
c h a o m h n ú i g C o m ó r t a s Scór . 

T h e A . G . M . of t he c l u b takes place on F r i d a y , 
22nd N o v e m b e r with the A n n u a l D i n n e r D a n c e on 
Fr iday , 31 St J anua ry in t he M i d a s C l u b . 

In conclus ion I wou ld like to t hank all those w h o 
sponsored various compe t i t i ons held u n d e r t hc 
auspices of the c lub . T h c C e n t e n a r y of the c l u b takes 
place in 1986 and to c o m m e m o r a t e the occasion a 
special cen tenary ca lendar is be ing p r in t ed . It will be 
available on or before thc 8 th D e c e m b e r . 

Off icers 1985: 
President M i c k O ' C o n n e l l 
C h a i r m a n Aidan Kel ly 
Vice C h a i r m a n J o h n D u r k a n 
Secretary Wi l l i am Ryan 
Treasu re r J o h n O 'Ne i l l 

P . R . O Michae l W a l d r o n 
Registrar E a m o n n M u r r e n 
Oif lgcach na Gaei lge . . . . J i m L u n d o n 
Fixtures Sec G e r r y L y o n s 

Wi l l i am R y a n , H o n . Secretary 

D I L L O N B R O S . 
(Ballyhaunis) Ltd. 

Clare Street - Ballyhaunis 

S .T .D. (0907) 30179 a n d 30204 

Builders Providers, General Merchants, 

Special ists in: Solid Fuel Heating 

Main Agents for: 

Lomberger Solid Fuel Cookers 

Heating & Plumbing Centre 
JAMES STREET - CLAREMORRIS 

Telephone: (094) 71247 

B a l l y h a u n i s C h a m b e r 

o f C o m m e r c e 
U n d o u b t e d l y one of the more active and successful 

C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e g r o u p s in the west , the 
Bal lyhaunis C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e has a long list of 
projects to its credi t . It was formed in 1980 wi th the 
a im of encourag ing c o m m u n i t y co-opera t ion , and 
devoted to the i m p r o v e m e n t of social, env i ronmenta l 
and economic condi t ions in Bal lyhaunis t own and its 
h in te r l and . I t ' s list of projects to da te include: 
M e e t i n g with the C o u n t y M a n a g e r and C o u n t y 
Counc i l officials to discuss local i m p r o v e m e n t s . 
M e e t i n g wi th C o u n t y P l ann ing Office. Invo lvement 
wi th the I .D .A . , and b r ing ing F a r a h L t d . , to 
Bal lyhaunis . M e e t i n g in Bal lyhaunis a t t ended by all 
pub l ic represen ta t ives . Delegat ion to Min i s t e r for 
E n v i r o n m e n t in Dail E i reann . De lega t ion to M a y o 
C o . Counc i l . Firs t S h o p p i n g Sp ree , M a r c h 1984. 
First Annual Dress Dance - Gues t Speakers, Minis ter 
P a d d y O ' T o o l e , Michae l O ' M a l l e y , M a y o Co . 
M a n a g e r . F i r s t I n d u s t r i a l a n d A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Exh ib i t ion . Represen ta t ives to M a y o C o . Counci l 
r ega rd ing the following - new footpath to thc 
C o m m u n i t y School ; bar r ie r at Rai lway Br idge; the 
lower ing of road at Rai lway Br idge; new car park; 
road surfacing at Clare Road; new sewerage t rea tment 
sys tem; n e w water supp ly ; i m p r o v e m e n t s to 
G a l w a y / S l i g o R o a d , N . 8 3 ; footpath i m p r o v e m e n t at 
St . M a r y ' s Na t iona l School . Represen ta t ion to 
G a r d a S iochana regard ing traffic regula t ions . 
P r o m o t i o n of image of Bal lyhaunis , of its industr ia l 
activity and export level. Special care for Ballyhaunis 
- a d o c u m e n t wh ich played a major par t in a "mei tea l 
a w a r d " . A n C o Su rvey , wh ich e m p l o y e d a t eam of 
y o u n g surveyors . Fu l l mee t ing of M a y o Co . Counci l 
e lected m e m b e r s in Bal lyhaunis . C h r i s t m a s l ight ing 
at a cost of £ 1 1 , 0 0 0 . I n v o l v e m e n t of w inn ing of 
" M e i t e a l of the Year A w a r d " . Press Recep t ion for 
l aunch ing of Bal lyhaunis C o m m u n i t y Survey. 
Second Annua l Bal lyhaunis Agr icu l tu ra l and 
Indus t r i a l Exh ib i t ion . Second A n n u a l Bal lyhaunis 
D i n n e r D a n c e , gues t speaker : Professor Michae l 
C u d d y , U . C . G . 

Let's tell them the truth, that 
there are no gains without pains. 
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Loca l c h i l d r e n seen h e r e en joying t h e m s e l v e s a t B a l l y h a u n i s P l a y g r o u p 

T h e B a l l y h a u n i s P l a y g r o u p 

T h e Bal lyhaunis P l ayg roup had the i r A . G . M . on 
9 th S e p t e m b e r and a n e w c o m m i t t e e was fo rmed. 
T h e elected m e m b e r s are as follows:-

C h a i r p e r s o n . . . M r s . M a r y A n n e L y o n s 
T r e a s u r e r M r s . Br idget L y o n s 
S e c r e t a r y M r s . F rances Cur l ey 

W e have moved in to a new r o o m and we t h a n k t hc 
Sisters of M e r c y for a c c o m m o d a t i n g us . T h e 
P l ayg roup sessions r u n from 9.15 a .m. - 11.45 a .m. 
on M o n d a y to F r iday . A fund-ra i s ing event is be ing 
a r ranged and the p roceeds will be used to pay ren t , 
l ight, heat etc. 

W e arc grateful to the m o t h e r s for par t i c ipa t ing in 
ou r sessions and for the s u p p o r t they have given us 
in thc past year. 

E i l i s h G r e a n e y 

Send Articles, Poems, 
Photographs etc. for Annagh 

'86 to the Editor 

I . C . A . 

Ballyhaunis Gui ld of the I .C.A. had a very successful 
year . M e e t i n g s are held in the H o r s e Shoe I n n on the 
second W e d n e s d a y of each m o n t h . 

D u r i n g the year classes were held in T o y - m a k i n g 
a n d Croche t . At p r e sen t we are a r r ang ing cookery 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s . 

Bal lyhaunis took par t in var ious compe t i t i ons . 

O u r guild also had an exhib i t at t he Indus t r i a l 
Exhib i t ion wh ich p roved successful . 

W e were also involved in ho ld ing a funct ion in thc 
Parochia l Hal l for W e s t e r n Ca re . 

Socials were held and enjoyed by all. At p resen t 
a r r a n g e m e n t s are be ing finalised for a D i n n e r D a n c e 
to be held in Churchf i e ld H o u s e on N o v e m b e r 15th. 

Bal lyhaunis I .C .A. are also p leased to host the 
M a y o Fede ra t i on M e e t i n g to b e he ld in the 
C o m m u n i t y School on N o v e m b e r 26 th . 

O u r 1984 /85 Officers are as follows:-

President Del ia Coen 
Vice President Angela C r i b b e n 
H o n . Secretary M a r y R u d d e n 
Asst. T r e a s u r e r Phyl l is F l anagan 
Press Rep . H e l e n Byrne 

M a r y R u d d e n 



O u r S c o u t s M e e t i n g s ; 

We meet every T u e s d a y in the S c o u t s ' D e n at 7.30 
p.m. O u r leaders arc D r . M i c h a e l Cleary a n d M r . 
John D u r k a n . W h e n we go in we all go in to a r o o m . 
On the walls are a lot of pos te rs of life saving, first aid 
and p ic tures of scouts all over t he wor ld . 

Firs t we say the prayer a n d t h e n we migh t have a 
quiz or a g a m e . If it is a qu iz , we sit a r o u n d a table 
and wc are asked ques t i ons . If we get t he ques t ion 
right, wc get a po in t . At the e n d , t he pe r son wi th the 
highest n u m b e r of po in t s is the w i n n e r a n d he ge ts 
10 marks . If it is a g a m e wc c i the r play S n a t c h the 
Bacon or Soccer, 

Sna tch t he Bacon: you get two teams a n d a 
referee. Each pe r son has a n u m b e r and w h e n it is 
called you r u n ou t to a parce l in the m i d d l e of t he 
floor. You have to get the bacon a n d r u n wi thou t 
your pal crossing the line or t ouch ing you. 

Soccer: W e are split in to t h r ee t eams and we make 
a compet i t ion of it. T h e w i n n e r s ' t e am get 10 m a r k s . 

O u r Scou t M a s t e r D r . M . Cleary vo lun t ee r ed to 
go to E th iop ia at t he he igh t of t he F a m i n e t he r e . 
Each week a different pa t ro l sent h i m a r epo r t of o u r 
activities in a News le t t e r inc lud ing d r a w i n g s of 
Ireland and Eth iopia . 

I look forward to t he mee t ings and find all t he 
activities very in teres t ing . 

E v a n O ' D w y e r 

SOUNDINGS 
A p o s t o l i c W o r k , B a l l y h a u n i s 

T h i s organisa t ion is nca r ing the end of ano the r 
successful year . 

I n 1986 we h o p e to ce lebra te o u r Silver Jubi lee 
and are happy to have m a n y of thc f o u n d e r - m e m b e r s 
still wi th us . 

O u r Annua l Exh ib i t ion held in Ju ly was very 
satisfactory. I t was opened by Fr . F lynn , a C o l u m b a n 
Pr ies t w h o was ou r cu ra te at t hc t ime . M a n y people 
came to view the work on display and c o n t r i b u t e 
financially t he miss ions . 

T h e highl ight of t he year was t he Silver Jubi lee of 
ou r Cent ra l Office in Cas t lebar . T h i s was ce lebra ted 
by a special day of recol lect ion at K n o c k , which 
m a n y of ou r m e m b e r s a t t e n d e d . 

Af terwards m e m b e r s f rom each Branch m e t in the 
O r e n a Hote l and had a mos t p leasant af ternoon. 

O u r thanks is d u e to all H o n o r a r y M e m b e r s and 
Benefactors w i thou t whose he lp t he work could not 
c o n t i n u e . 

Off icers: 
President Mi s s M a r y Moyles 
Vice President M r s . K . F i n n 
Secretary M r s . B. B r e n n a n 
T r e a s u r e r M r s . B. Byrne 

Br id ie B rennan 

Waldron's 
SPAR Supermarket 

BALLYHAUNIS - CO. MAYO 

t t t 

Family Grocers and 
Provisions Merchants 

t t t 

Stockists of Leading Brands 
Animal Feedstuffs 

S.T.D. (0907) 30023 

The Lantern Lounge 
(Props: Michael and Denise Nolan) 

MICHAEL NOLAN 
Undertaker 

Day and Night Service 
Everything Arranged 

Personal Attention 

KNOX STREET - BALLYHAUNIS 

S.T.D. (0907) 30205 
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SOUNDINGS 
S q u a s h C l u b 

Off icers : 
C h a i r m a n J. Biesty 
Secretary J . D u r k a n 
T r e a s u r e r E . Hea ly 
Treasu re r s o f Social Commi t t ee : 
E. Hea ly a n d S. O ' C a l l a g h a n 

N o w in its th i rd year t he c lub is still g r o w i n g a n d 
each year has seen i m p r o v e m e n t s . 

T h e 1984 / ' 85 season was t he first year in wh ich 
the c l u b en t e r ed a L a d i e s a n d G e n t s t e am in t he 
C o n n a u g h t S q u a s h L e a g u e . Each t e a m h a d 10 
ma tches (5 h o m e , 5 away) . T h e t e a m s a q u i t t c d 
themselves very well a n d gained valuable exper ience . 

T h e M e n ' s panel was D o n a l M o r a n , E n d a M o r a n , 
G a r v a n D w a n e , T o n y H e n r y , E d d i e C a m p b e l l 
(capt .) a n d Pat N o o n e . 

T h c Lad ies pane l was Agnes M c G e e (capt . ) , Brid 
Cleary , G e r a l d i n e Griff in , M a r y F ranc i s Clea ry , 
M a u r a N o o n e , Sa rah Kel ly , S i o b h a n H e n r y and 
A n n Cur l ey . 

F a m o u s visitors to t he complex inc luded I r e l a n d ' s 
N o . 1 Willie Hosey (who had his roots in Ballyhaunis) , 
J o h n Kiel ty (Sligo) a r ecen t quar te r - f ina l i s t in t he 
W o r l d Ove r -35 C h a m p i o n s h i p s he ld in C a n a d a , t hc 
I r i sh t e a m coach M a t t M c G u i r e as well as 
C o n n a u g h t top seeded m e n and w o m e n . T h e c lub 
h o p e to host fur ther exh ib i t ion m a t c h e s in t h c nea r 
future and p romise to be well w o r t h seeing. 

T h e Annua l B a r b e q u e was held in t he Scou t 

D e n / F r i a r y Fie ld again th is year and was once again 
a grea t succes . T h e organ is ing c o m m i t t e e would like 
to t h a n k t hc Boy Scou t s a n d the Augus t in i an Fr iars 
for mak ing the i r facilities avai lable. 

T h e 1985- '86 season s ta r ted earl ier t h a n usual th is 
year d u e to t he p o o r wea the r . Already th ree leagues 
have been comple t ed wi th m o r e to c o m e after 
C h r i s t m a s . T h e c lub suffered a se t -back w h e n its 
leading lady p layer Agnes M c G e e was t ransfer red to 
Ga lway , we wish Agnes every success in her new 
a p p o i n t m e n t in G a l w a y . 

E d d i e C a m p b e l l and E n d a M o r a n taken over the 
job of coach ing for b e g i n n e r s o n T h u r s d a y 
af ternoons and for m o r e advanced players on 
S u n d a y a f te rnoons . Bo th sessions enjoy a good 
a t t endance and m a n y peop le have dec ided to take u p 
t hc g a m e th is year . 

M r . M i c h a e l L y o n s has been a p p o i n t e d caretaker 
of the Spo r t s C o m p l e x and a t e l ephone has been 
instal led the n u m b e r is 30668 a n d m e m b e r s can 
p h o n e in a n d book a g a m e u p to 2.00 p . m . to be 
s t ipu la ted . 

M E M B E R S H I P 1 9 8 5 / ' 8 6 
Payable to J. Biesty, J . D u r k a n , E. Hea ly . 

S Q U A S H : -
Single : £ 2 0 ; Fami ly : £ 3 0 ; S t u d e n t s : £ 5 

S Q U A S H & H A N D B A L L : 
Single : £ 3 0 ; Fami ly : £ 4 0 ; S t u d e n t s : £ 6 

T h e m e t e r is 50p per half hou r . J . D u r k a n 

%/«t*^ 

MARTIN CREHAN CONCRETE PRODUCTS 
Clare Street, Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo 

Makers of Pre-Cast Concrete Products, Fencing Posts, Ranchrails, Slabs, 
Kerbing, Ballustrads, Garden Ornaments and Edgings etc. 

S.T.D. (0907) 30328 
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SOUNDINGS 

M r . D o n a l C r e e d T.D. , M i n i s t e r for S t a t e a t D e p a r t m e n t of E d u c a t i o n a t the o p e n i n g of thc 
Boys ' U n d e r - 1 5 I n t e r p r o v i n c i a l B a s k e t b a l l C o m p e t i t i o n a t t he C o m m u n i t y School in 
N o v e m b e r 1985. Also in the p i c t u r e f r o m left: M r . E. T h o r n t o n , School P r i n c i p a l , Miss Aine 
Whc lan , C o m p e t i t i o n O r g a n i s e r , S e n a t o r J i m Higg ins a n d M r . P a t M a r t i n , M a n a g e r B a n k of 
I r e l a n d , B a l l y h a u n i s ( S p o n s o r s ) . 

UTTSJC O a • t Of f icers for 1985: 
MINfc , l i A h L President Wi l l i am Mul l igan 

B a l l y h a u n i s B r a n c h A r e a V ice Presidents . . . Joe W e b b / J o e K e a n e 
Cha i rpe rson E a m o n n Burke 

T h e ma in activities of the Branch were c o n c e r n e d vice Cha i rpe rson J o h n Di l lon 
with the Local G o v e r n m e n t Elect ion in J u n e - wi th Secretary M r s . M a r y Buckley 
Senator J i m Higg ins as t he pa r ty ' s f r o n t - r u n n e r of P . R . O M r s . Ri ta L u n d o n 
thc six cand ida tes in the electoral area. W i t h Sena to r T reasu re rs . . T o m m y P r e n t y / M i k e W e b b 
Higgins confined to t he i m m e d i a t e Bal lyhaunis area , 
party workers were able to concen t r a t e in P r e s e n t a t i o n t o T o n y O ' B o y l e 
maximising the par ty vote in the local b o o t h s , and , , „ . , c ... 

. , ... , „ . . u . i i u » M r . I o n y O Boyle w h o went from l u a m to were over ioyed wi th the resul ts w h e n the tally sheets _ . a . * . . . . _ . , . ' Í . . , Ga lway in 1958 as M a n a g e r oi the Ga lway Branch ol became available. . . T < . . . . ? . . . 
Jack Dolan L t d . , F r u i t I m p o r t e r s and D i s t r i bu to r s 

This successful vo te -ge t t ing exercise , t oge the r was m a d e p resen ta t ions by t hc firm and the staff at a 
with increased a t t endance at social funct ions a n d in funct ion given in his h o n o u r at t he Salthil l Ho te l 
the C h u r c h G a t e Col lec t ions has par ty workers Ga lway on the occasion of his r e t i r emen t on O c t o b e r 
feeling satisfied wi th the i r t r e m e n d o u s efforts. T h e 12th last. M a n y t r i bu te s were paid to M r . Boyle by 
presence of Bill Mul l igan - n o w a nonagena r i an - at M r . Kev in O ' C o n n o r a n d M r . K e n D o l a n , 
all party meet ings and as a delegate to Dis t r i c t and Dr i cc to r s and M r . S t e p h e n H o s t y , M a n a g e r of t he 
Const i tuency Execut ives - a d d s a great b lend of solid Ga lway Branch w h o p res ided , 
cryptic deba te to mee t ings . , p ^ e d i n n e r w a s a t t e n d e d by M r s . M a r y Boyle 

T h e e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g i n v o l v e m e n t of l a d y (who received a b o u q u e t of flowers) and the i r seven 
members in the Branch is a chang ing feature of local ch i ld ren . T o n y r e t u r n e d t h a n k s to t he f irm and the 
politics, and Branch Officers are always at pa ins t o s t a f f a n d his son , Sean also spoke and said this was a 
ensure tha t all those w h o would like to b e c o m e g r e a t occasion for his p a r e n t s . 
involved are m a d e feel we lcome . _ , , . _ _ . 

I o n y , w h o is a nat ive M o y l o u g h , C o . Ga lway 
T h c dea th of M r . Wil l iam Flat ley R . I . P . , spen t 14 years of his bus iness life in T u a r n and also 

Commissioner for O a t h s , a n d lifelong pa r ty worked in Bal lyhaunis f rom 1941 to 1947. H e is a 
supporter and activist was a cause of sadness t o all. regular c o n t r i b u t o r to t he A N N A G H magaz ine and 

we wish h im well in his r e t i r emen t . 
P a g e 59 



SOUNDINGS 
4 t h M a y o S c o u t T r o o p 

M a r t i n Walsh 

Each M o n d a y even ing at 7.30 p . m . a m e e t i n g of 
Bal lyhaunis Boy Scou t s is held in t he S c o u t s ' D e n . 
At this mee t ing , games of soccer e tc . are p layed . 
After this we have tes ts a n d d o th ings like kno t s , 
scout laws and going on c o m p a s s trai ls . Before the 
mee t ing e n d s , role is cal led, d u e s col lected a n d the 
marks are given ou t . T h e scout p r aye r is t h e n said by 
one of t he scouts and wc leave. 

Every Sa tu rday canoe ing is he ld - o n e S a t u r d a y 
for seniors scouts and the next for t he jun io r s . O n the 
S a t u r d a y we are not canoe ing , we go on h ikes . If 
e n o u g h t u r n u p , they m i g h t be d iv ided in to g r o u p s , 
if no t , we all go toge the r . W e have h iked to such 
places as Holywel l , A n n a g h , U r l a u r a n d G r a n l a h a n . 
O n these hikes, we bu i ld fires a n d cook a meal for 
eve ryone . T h e n we may have a look r o u n d or m a y b e 
cut some wood. T h i s is used for m a k i n g b o u n d a r i e s , 
ga tes , al tar fires e tc . 

D u r i n g the T r a d e Fa i r , we p icked p a p e r s and 
c leaned u p the b u i l d i n g a n d g r o u n d s . F o r th is we got 
paid a n d pu t th is m o n e y t o w a r d s c a m p . W e also 
went on the annua l b ig walk ge t t ing s p o n s o r s h i p to 
raise m o n e y for the S c o u t ' s D e n . W e col lected wood 
for the S q u a s h C l u b ' s bonf i re a n d he lped in t he 
c lub ' s b a r b e c u e . A n o t h e r way we have of ra is ing 
m o n e y is col lect ing bot t les - we get pa id for th i s as 
well as get t ing m a r k s . 

I n late Ju ly we wen t on c a m p to M o o r e Hal l . T h e 
t en t s were u p for us w h e n we ar r ived because the 
cubs had c a m p e d the re before us b u t we still h a d tc 
pu t u p b o u n d a r i e s , a flagpole and the m a r q u e e . W e 
went in cars bu t t he seniors cycled. T h e seniors h a d 
one ten t while t he Beaver pat rol had a n o t h e r and 
Eagle a n d Badger had a n o t h e r wi th the leaders 
bes ide u s . Desp i t e t he bad w e a t h e r , all ou r cooking 
was d o n e on an o p e n fire bes ide the lake. Each took it 
in t u r n to cook a n d collect f i rewood which was 
plentiful in the nea rby forest . I t took an h o u r or so to 
get breakfast . After this an inspec t ion of each pa t ro l 
site was he ld . T h e winne r was usual ly dec ided by the 
e q u i p m e n t m a d e , t id iness a n d cond i t i on of t en t . 
M a r k s were given each day and the w i n n e r s raised 
thc flag. After th i s , we wou ld p robab ly go canoe ing 
or on trails and t r easu re h u n t s . D i n n e r was p r e p a r e d 
a r o u n d 1.30. After d i n n e r wc m a d e e q u i p m e n t a n d a 
monkey b r idge . W e had spor t s a n d n a t u r e t rai ls . T h c 
senior scouts wen t on an ove rn igh t hike to L e c n a n e 
in g r o u p s of four. T h e first g r o u p could not c a m p ou t 
because of the w e a t h e r and had to stay in one of t he 
hoste ls . T h e o the r s d id no t even get the re - ins tead 
stayed in Cong . Whi l e one g r o u p was gone the o t h e r 

wou ld c l imb the Reck and on the th i rd day the 
juniors c l i m b e d it. W e h a d d r inks and sandwiches on 
thc way a n d a f te rwards wen t s h o p p i n g in W e s t p o r t . 
T h e next day , t he t h r ee pa t ro l leaders w e n t o n a hike 
to Ba l l in tubbcr . W e c a m p e d bes ide t he c h u r c h and 
g raveyard . H a v i n g only a s leep ing bag and fly shee t , 
it was a bi t cold . I n the m o r n i n g , we w e n t to M a s s 
and had breakfast in t he local Pr ies t ' s house . T h e n 
we packed o u r stuff and h e a d e d back to t he c a m p . I t 
was one of t h e ho t tes t days of t he year , we were back 
in t ime of d i n n e r . 

O n the second last day of the c a m p (Sa tu rday ) we 
had spor t s . T h e final m a t c h of t he soccer league was 
p layed. After t h i s , we had canoe ing races . It was 
p o u r i n g rain b u t t h e r e was no wind a n d the water 
was beaut i fu l . W h e n t h e races were over wc had a 
canoe ing relay a n d t h e n we t h r e w the leaders into t he 
water . W h e n d i n n e r was over , we had races on the 
b ikes a n d o n the obs tac le cour se wh ich thc senior 
scouts h a d bui l t . I n t he even ing , we wen t to M a s s 
a n d after th is we got ready for t he campf i re . W e took 
u p the b o u n d a r i e s and took apa r t all t he gadgets we 
had m a d e a n d got r eady to b u r n t h e m . T h c leaders 
t h e n wen t in to C a r n a c o n to b u y some food for the 
campf i re . W e s ta r t ed t he fire a r o u n d 12.00 o 'clock 
m i d n i g h t . W c had lots of sweets a n d d r ink and told 
jokes and s tor ies a long wi th s inging songs . At abou t 
3.00 o 'c lock a .m. we w e n t to bed . W h e n we got u p we 
had breakfast a n d s ta r ted c lear ing u p , taking d o w n 
the t en t s a n d c lean ing thc grass a n d pa ths . A b o y t 
2.30 p . m . we left a n d were back h o m e in t i m e for a 
good d i n n e r . 

Scouts o f the C a m p : 
1st. M a r t i n W a l s h , 2nd E n d a M u r p h y 

Jun io r Scouts:, 
1st O w e n M a u g h a n ; 2nd Dav id N e s t o r 

Canoeing Races: 
1st L o r c a n H i g g i n s ; 2nd O w e n M a u g h a n 

Cyc l ing : 
1st A n d r e w S m y t h ; 2nd M a r t i n S m y t h ; 
3rd J a m e s H u n t 
Soccer: , 
1st J o h n M c Q u e e n e y 
Winners o f League: 
T h o m a s C o e n and J o h n C lea ry ' s t e a m 

Best He lper : 
James A n s b o r o 

Senior Scouts: 
R. F l y n n , M . D u r c a n , D . D e l a n e y , J. C lea ry , T . 
C o e n , J. F o r d i / f . F o r d £ . T . S m y t h . Page 60 



M I SI I V \ 
N . C . F . 

T h e pas t year has b e e n o n e of w h i c h the fa rming 
commun i ty will have very few h a p p y m e m o r i e s . 

In Bal lyhaunis the N . C . F . s tore con t i nues to serve 
the farmers and the M a r t , at last, beg ins to show 
signs of t ak ing her r ightful place in t he n a t u r e of 
things. T h i s was b r o u g h t a b o u t by t he conce r t ed 
actions of a new revital ised advisory c o m m i t t e e 
which held m a n y mee t ings f rom thc sp r ing o n w a r d s 
planning a programme of commi t tmen t and dedication 
to the success of the mar t . T h e success in t he m a r t 
this year can be m e a s u r e d by the figures for t he 
month of Oc tobe r wh ich crea ted an all t ime record 
for m o n t h l y sales of cat t le since the M a r t o p e n e d . 

A submiss ion was p r epa red a n d pu t to the N . C . F . 
Board of M a n a g e m e n t seeking tha t a por t ion of t he 
penning area be roofed. T h i s submis s ion was hea rd 
in S e p t e m b e r and m e t wi th a favourable resul t 
which n o w leaves the m a r t wi th it 's increased roofed 
area in a posi t ion to offer be t t e r facilities for fa rmers 

and the i r stock. 

T h e c o m m i t t e e werer impres sed no t only wi th the 
approva l of the i r submis s ion , b u t also wi th the 
speed wi th wh ich the project was execu ted . 

T h i s year Noel G r o g a n re t i red from the Board of 
M a n a g e m e n t on his a p p o i n t m e n t to the Sales 
Divis ion of " W e s t e r n B r a n d C h i c k e n s " and in his 
place M a t t Hea ly , Kil lylea, was e lected t o represen t 
thc area at Board Level . 

I n conc lus ion we m u s t pay t r i b u t e to M r . Jack 
Barre t t of I s land w h o passed away d u r i n g the year . 
Jack was involved in local f a rming organisa t ions 
d o w n the years be ing involved wi th the late Pat 
H u g h e s in t he Y o u n g F a r m e r C l u b and the Show 
C o m m i t t e e s . H e was a m e m b e r of t hc p resen t 
c o m m i t t e e at i t 's founda t ion and we shall miss his 
insp i r ing presence a n d his wise counse l . 

G O D B L E S S T H E W O R K . 

Seamus Mu l rennan 

B a l l y h a u n i s R u g b y F o o t b a l l C l u b 

Ballyhaunis Rugby C lub enjoyed its most successful 
season since it founda t ion in 1977, last year , 
compet ing in " J u n i o r B L e a g u e " thc t e am gave 
some classic displays a n d reached the final t ak ing on 
the migh t of Cor in th i ans R . F . C . in t he G a l w a y 
Spor t sg round . Bal lyhaunis lost this final b u t the i r 
performance on thc day a u g u r e d well for the fu ture . 

This season thc rugby t eam m o v e d u p a g rade and 
now play in J u n i o r A rugby . A l though the s t anda rd 
is higher and compe t i t i on keener , Bal lyhaunis are 
holding the i r o w n and hopes arc h igh of fielding a 
second team in the nea r fu ture . 

T h e U-16s also had a good r u n in the i r league last 
season bu t were defeated in t he U - 1 6 L e a g u e final. 

The c lub survives financially by m e a n s of a ' 100 
Club' and some socials and would like to take th is 
opportuni ty to t hanks all its s u p p o r t e r s . W e 
specially thank Michae l a n d M a r y M o r r i s for the use 
of their premises and M u r p h y Bro the r s of Coo lnaha 
for the use of their field. 

Training takes place every T u e s d a y and T h u r s d a y 
night at 8.30 p .m. and new m e m b e r s are always 
welcome to come along and join us e i the r to play 
rugby, use the weight mach ine or just to keep-fi t . 

B. Phi l l ips, P . R . O . 

ENDA 
MORLEY 

Agricultural Contractor 

Silage M a k i n g , M o w i n g , H a y m a k i n g and 
Bail ing, Rec l ama t ion , P lough Disc , 
H a r r o w i n g , Rcsccd ing and Rol l ing. 

M a n u r e and S lu r ry S p r e a d i n g 
Silage Block C u t t i n g 

Quotat ions on D e m a n d 

A R D E R R Y , A G H A M O R E , 
B A L L Y H A U N I S , C O . M A Y O 

T e l e p h o n e : (0907) 49032 

-
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SOUNDINGS 
W e s t e r n C a r e N e w s 

T h e activit ies of t hc D a y C e n t r e , wh ich ope ra t e s 
on the g r o u n d floor of t hc Pr ies t ' s H o u s e on thc 
Knock Road have c o n t i n u e d to be the focal po in t of 
of local b r a n c h act ivi ty d u r i n g 1985. U n d e r the 
gu idance of t he C e n t r e Supe rv i so r Bernie W a l s h 
(assisted for mos t of this year by Aileen W a r d e , ) 
local vo lun tee rs have c o n t i n u e d to p rov ide a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e a n d e x p a n d i n g service. T o horse 
r id ing and s w i m m i n g have been a d d e d g a r d e n i n g 
and woodwork , a n d the n u m b e r of t ra inees has 
increased to 8. It is expec t ed tha t the cen t re will 
eventua l ly ca ter for 12 or 13 h a n d i c a p p e d adu l t s . 
Vo lun tee r dr ivers have c o n t i n u e d the i r s ter l ing work 
of b r ing ing t ra inees to and from the c e n t r e , t h o u g h 
since S e p t e m b e r mos t t ra inees have b e e n ge t t ing in 
and ou t on regular s econda ry school t r an spo r t . 

T h e Day C e n t r e con t i nues to act as a beacon to 
m a n y W e s t e r n C a r e services t h r o u g h o u t M a y o and 
Bal lyhaunis can be justly p r o u d of t he p ionee r ing 
en te rp r i se be ing u n d e r t a k e n . T h e r e are few, if any , 
cen t re s in the c o u n t r y wh ich ope ra t e wi th such a 
h igh vo lun ta ry i n p u t . 

T h e 1984 A n n u a l H o u s e to H o u s e Col lec t ion 
realised app rox ima te ly £ 8 , 0 0 0 . Ind i ca t i ons so far are 
tha t t he 1985 figure will be sl ightly d o w n . 

T h e A n n u a l Social , he ld in t he Cen t r a l Ho te l at 
the e n d of M a y , p roved a mos t enjoyable and 
popu la r n ight as d id t h e r ecen t Social wh ich 
focussed on D o n a l A h e r n w h o is r u n n i n g for 
W e s t e r n Care in t he D u b l i n Ci ty M a r a t h o n . 
Between them the two functions raised approximately 
£ 1 , 0 0 0 . O u r Eas ter Fas t this year b r o u g h t in a 
fur ther £1 ,400 . 

O u r M a r c h A . G . M . elected t h e following 
office rs!-
C h a i r m a n C h r i s Pra t t 
Secretary He l en Biesty 
T r e a s u r e r M a r y M o r r i s 
Asst. T r e a s u r e r . . . . H a n n a h O ' D w y e r 
Delegates to Counc i l : 
Chr i s Pra t t and E a m o n Hea ly . 

At thc J u n e Counc i l M e e t i n g , C h r i s P ra t t was 
elected on to the Execut ive of t hc W e s t e r n C a r e 
Associat ion. 

1985 was a very busy year for Bal lyhaunis Dis t r ic t 
G u n C l u b . T h e first major event was en te r t a in ing 
o u r F r e n c h vis i tors f rom G u i l e r s at ou r Clay T a r g e t 
G r o u n d s over t he Eas te r pe r iod , a very enjoyable 
evening was had by all w h o par t i c ipa ted . 

The c l u b was also h o n o u r e d to hos t the M a y o Clay 
Pigeon C h a m p i o n s h i p on S u n d a y , 16th J u n e which 
d r ew a large a t t e n d a n c e from all over the coun t ry . 
O n the 22nd J u n e t h e c l u b had one of its biggest 
shoots for m a n y a year wi th the ho ld ing of the In t e r -
provincia l c h a m p i o n s h i p wh ich d r ew a huge c rowd 
from all over t he c o u n t r y . T h e c lub looks forward to 
en te r t a in ing clay p igeon shoo te r s in the fo r thcoming 
year. 

G a m e 
In Sp r ing the c lub e n t e r e d in t he ( M a y o Spor t ing 

and Wildlife Associat ion) v e r m i n eradicat ion 
compe t i t i on for 1985. An inner c lub compe t i t ion 
was also r u n t h r o u g h o u t t he Sp r ing . O t h e r activities 
of the c l u b inc luded the releasing of Ma l l a rd ducks 
to thc r iver at Br idge S t ree t and at o the r sui table 
locat ions in the vicini ty. At t he t ime of wri t ing the 
c lub is p r e p a r i n g its W i n t e r feeding p r o g r a m m e for 
wild b i rds wh ich it unde r t akes every year. 

T h e following are the officers of t h c c lub : -

President T o m W a l d r o n 
C h a i r m a n F r e d H e r r 
Vice C h a i r m a n F l an M o r o n e y 
Secretary Joe F i tzhar r i s 
T r e a s u r e r Sarah Kelly 

Joe F i tzhar r i s 

Heaven is not reached 
at a single bound; 

But we build the ladder 
by which we rise, 

From the lowly earth 
to the vaulted skies, 

And we mount to its summit 
round by round. 

J.G. Holland 
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C a n t a i r í B h é a l A t h a h - A m h n a i s S t . V i n c e n t D e P a u l S o c i e t y 

Canta i r í Bhéal Á T h a h -Amhna is , f o rmed 
four years ago as a Madr iga l G r o u p , has a 
membersh ip o f twenty adults singing in four 
part h a r m o n y , for en joyment o f music . 

D u r i n g the past two years we have received 
much encouragement f r o m ou r success in 
Navan C h o r a l Fest iva l and last year 's w i n in 
Co rk Internat ional C h o r a l Fest iva l . W e have 
pe r fo rmed at numerous C h a r i t y Funct ions 
and Concerts , besides o u r annual Ch r i s tmas 
Caro l Recital in the August in ian A b b e y , so our 
repertoire is not conf ined to Madr iga l on ly . 

O n St. Valent ine's Night last, we t ravel led to 
Bal l ina at the inv i ta t ion o f Ba l l ina R o t a r y 
O r g a n i s a t i o n and presented a Mus i ca l 
Even ing to a ful l house - a most recept ive 
audience. T h e funct ion was most successful 
and raised over £1,000 for char i ty . T h e y have 
invi ted us on a re tu rn visi t ! 

T h e highl ight o f this year was o u r w inn ing o f 
an A w a r d o f a new piano f r o m E u r o p e a n 
Music Y e a r Associat ion. O u r appl icat ion 
included a dossier on Canta i r í Bhéal A t h a h-
Amhna i s , out l in ing ou r musical activit ies and 
achievements. It was successful, and on 
N o v e m b e r 7th we presented a Va r i e t y Concer t 
to inaugurate the new piano. M r . F r a n k Casey , 
C h a i r m a n o f E u r o p e a n M u s i c Y e a r 
Commi t tee , t ravel led f r o m D u b l i n to present 
the piano to our G r o u p . In making the a w a r d , 
Mr. Casey said they had v e r y many applications 
and that he was most impressed by the wo rk o f 
Cantair í Bhéal A t h a h -Amhna is and the 
excellence o f ou r submission. T h e r e was a ful l -
house attendance for the occasion, and net 
proceeds went to the Paroch ia l Ha l l Repa i r 
Fund . O u r grat i tude to M r . K e v i n F lanagan 
who was a most effective and wi t ty M .C . 
Cantairí Bhéal A t h a h -Amhna is wou ld like to 
thank the people o f Ba l lyhaun is , w h o were 
such an appreciat ive audience and w h o helped 
make the Concert so successful. O u r grat i tude 
to V e r y Rev . P. Costel lo, P .P. , Pa t ron o f the 
Paroch ia l Ha l l and his commi t t ee fo r 
affording the piano such an appropr ia te home 
in the newly renovated Paroch ia l Ha l l . 

We hope our piano wi l l br ing music and joy 
to our commun i t y . 

Conference o f St. Patr ick, Ba l lyhaun is 

Spi r i tua l D i rec to r . . Rev. P. Costel lo P . P . 
President Ol iver Levins 
Vice President L u k e Lawle r 
T r e a s u r e r Sr . M a r y D y m p n a 
Secretary M a t t O ' D w y e r 

Weekly mee t ings at Parochial H o u s e Conference 
suffered a great loss recent ly in the dea th of its 
longest serving m e m b e r t hc late Cyri l C o y n e R . I . P . 
A very ded ica ted m a n to the work of the society his 
services will be sadly missed . 

T h e work and the needs of the Society of Vincen t 
de Pau l have mer i t ed increased publ ic i ty at Na t iona l 
level in recent t imes . T h i s has ar isen unfor tuna te ly 
d u e to a h igh level of u n e m p l o y m e n t wi th resul tant 
misery and pover ty for m a n y families. Bal lyhaunis , 
has thank G o d not expe r i enced such ser ious 
p r o b l e m s b u t the need for mater ia l he lp does arise 
and o u r conference is always conscious to he lp in 
such cases. Apar t from this an i m p o r t a n t feature of 
ou r work is visi tat ion - to old peop le living alone and 
to hospi ta ls and n u r s i n g h o m e s serving pa t ien ts 
f rom this locality. T h e great generos i ty of the people 
of Bal lyhaunis a n d adjoining par i shes enables us to 
c o n t i n u e t he good work . M a n y thanks to all our 
he lpers and every good wish and blessing for 
C h r i s t m a s and t hc c o m i n g year. 

Bil l & Eddie Campbe l l 
Insurance Brokers Ltd. 

• * * 

Savings Consultants 

Auctioneers & Valuers 

T e l e p h o n e : (0907) 30082 

v J 
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Back to t hc top fl ight , B a l l y h a u n i s S o c c e r t e a m w h o have won Divis ion 1 h o n o u r s a n d a r e 
p r e s e n t h o l d i n g t h e i r own in t h e P r e m i e r Div is ion . 

B a l l y h a u n i s F . C . 

T h e pas t season has u n d o u b t e d l y been one of t he 
mos t m e m o r a b l e in thc his tory of the local soccer 
c lub . H a v i n g c r u s h e d aside all oppos i t ion , thc t eam 
s t o r m e d to t r i u m p h in thc F i r s t Div is ion . T h i s 
ach ievement was all the more n o t e w o r t h y in view of 
thc fact that Ba l lyhaunis b e c a m e F i r s t Div is ion 
C h a m p i o n s after hav ing been u n b e a t e n in t he 
League t h r o u g h o u t the season. 

P robab ly t hc mos t m e m o r a b l e ou t ing of t he 
season would have been the away g a m e at Ballyglass 
last M a r c h ; a ma tch w h i c h , if won , would conf i rm 
ou r passage in to the P r e m i e r Divis ion . A large and 
vociferous con t ingen t of s u p p o r t e r s t ravel led on that 
b i t ter ly cold and windy af te rnoon to t he S o u t h M a y o 
venue to witness wha t was to be a h is tor ic day in t he 
annals of the c l u b . And indeed d u r i n g thc last 
q u a r t e r of the g a m e , as the resul t b e c a m e inevi tab le , 
Bal lyhaunis folk were led in a rous ing " s ide - l i ne 
s i n g - s o n g " by C l u b P res iden t Sergt . C u r r a n . 

T h i s was just one of the g a m e s which paved t he 
way towards the achievement of a three-year ambi t ion 
which was realised w h e n , at the M a y o League 
Presen ta t ion D i n n e r in the Beaten P a t h , p layers and 
officials from Bal lyhaunis wa tched t eam capta in 
Luke M u r r a y be ing p resen ted with t hc K i n g s b r i d g c 
C u p . 

A most enjoyable a n d successful D i n n e r - D a n c e 
was held in the Cen t ra l Ho te l , Ba l lyhaunis , as is 
t rad i t iona l , d u r i n g the St. Pa t r ick ' s weekend . G u e s t 

of h o n o u r was M a y o L e a g u e Secre ta ry , M r . Michae l 
Feeney . T h c annua l a w a r d s , p re sen ted on the night 
were shared ou t as follows: 
P laye r o f the Y e a r : Ray Fol l iard 
C l u b m a n o f the Y e a r : Serg t . C u r r a n 
Suppor te r o f the Y e a r : M r . Sean A n s b o r o 

T h e C lub arc most grateful to all the local publicans 
w h o have pa r t i c ipa ted in ou r g a m e - s p o n s o r s h i p 
s cheme , to H a n n a n Electr ical , ou r ma in sponsor for 
o u r A u t u m n fund- ra i s ing d r a w . M a n y thanks also 
m u s t go to newly acqu i r ed sponsors I r ish Ale 
Breweries w h o have sponsored a comple t e new s t r ip . 
( I .A .B . also c o n t i n u e to sponsor o u r yearly awards ) . 
T h e C l u b is also in the deb t of M r . E d d i e T h o r n t o n 
( H e a d m a s t e r ) and the C o m m u n i t y School for 
placing a p laying field, w h e n n e e d e d , at the disposal 
of the C l u b . 

H o n . President . . . Serg t . W . A . C u r r a n 
Vice President . . . . M r . Alf H u d s o n 
C h a i r m a n R o b e r t H e r r 
Secretary Luke M u r r a y 
T r e a s u r e r Mike Daly 
T e a m Capta in Ivan Freeley 
Commi t tee : -
Alf H u d s o n , T o m Eagney , Clar G r o g a n , Ivan 
Free ley , F r e d d i e H e r r , E u g e n e C o l u m m , Nicholas 
F r e y n e , T o m C r i b b i n . 

T e a m Management : 
E u g e n e C o l u m , Nicho las Freyne, T o m C r i b b i n . 
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Si I INI INI $ 
The Golfer ol thc Year in thc M e n s ' Sect ion for 

1985 is M r . P. Cur ley and in the Ladies Sect ion is 
Mrs . K. F a n n i n g . 

O n e very d i s t ingu ished visitor to ou r C l u b d u r i n g 
the early par t of t he year was D r . P ie r re Ma th i j s en , 
Director Gene ra l for Regional D e v e l o p m e n t of the 
E .E .C . H e played 18 holes of golf wi th some of the 
officers of the c lub and he was very impressed wi th 
our course , the set t ing and the peaccfulness and he 
indicated that he would be back to play here again. 
" T h i s is one of the nicest courses I have ever played 
o n " . (Quo te ) 

O p e n Week was held this year from J u n e 1st to 
June 9 th . O n c e again ou r Sponsor s p rov ided a 
wonderful array of p r izes , and as usual the course 
was in peak condi t ion and the envy of a very large 
n u m b e r of visitors w h o came from all par t s of th is 
count ry and a few from overseas . 

W c had a good n u m b e r of new m e m b e r s joining 
the c lub in 1985. O n e of o u r m e m b e r s d i s t ingu i shed 
himself d u r i n g the year. I n thc nat ional personal i ty 
of the m o n t h which is sponsored jointly by the 
l ivening Press , Smi thwicks and C o r o n a Ho l idays , 
T o n y F l y n n was n o m i n a t e d A u g u s t Personal i ty of 
the M o n t h in his h a n d i c a p ca tegory . At a funct ion in 
Newlands Golf Club he was presented with a beautiful 
cut glass bowl , he also won a Ho l iday for 2 for two 
weeks in the Canary I s lands in a d r aw in connec t ion 
with the same compe t i t i on . So to T o n y and Joan all 
the m e m b e r s say Bon Voyage on y o u r t r ip t o G r a n 
Canaria. 

O u r Cap ta in , Jackie Cheeve r s a n d ano the r 
m e m b e r Mick ic F o r d e each had a Hole in O n e 
dur ing 1985. 

I would like to take this o p p o r t u n i t y to wish 
Annagh Magaz ine a n d all respons ib le for its 
publicat ion every success . 

John G . F o r d e , P . R . O . 

As 
we 
grow 
better 
we 

/1 \ \ \ meet 
better 
people. 
It's 
true! 

Nightlife with a Difference.... 

Billy's Nite Club 
M A I N S T R E E T , B A L L Y H A U N I S 

+ + + + + + 

* Weekly Discos 
* Great Sound & Lighting 
* Special Effects 
* Top Disc Jockeys 

C A T E R I N G F O R A L L F U N C T I O N S , 
S O C I A L S , 21st B I R T H D A Y S A N D 

R E C E P T I O N S 

Ca l l us at (0907) 30443 

CRIBBINS 
High-Class Victuallers 

Suppl iers o f Best Qua l i t y Beef & L a m b , 
Po rk , T u r k e y s , Chickens, Sausages 

and Pudd ings . Deep Freeze 
Serv ice also avai lable. 

T e l e p h o n e : Ba l lyhaunis 29 
S .T.D. (0907) 30029 
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SOUNDINGS 
B a l l y h a u n i s F i a n n a F a i l C u m a n n 

P.J. M o r l e y T . D . - Po l l T o p p e r ! 

President M a r k W a l d r o n 
Vice Presidents P a d d y R y a n / J o e C o n w a y 
C h a i r m a n Joe G r e e n e 
Vice C h a i r m a n Aus t in Biesty 
H o n . Secretary K a t h l e e n Fox 
Asst. H o n . Secretary . . . . F r a n k L y o n s 
H o n . Joint T r e a s . J o h n L y o n s / G e r a r d L y o n s 
Delegates to C . C . . M . K e e g a n / B . W a l d r o n 
P . R . O J i m m y F l e m i n g 
Y o u t h Of f icer T o n y M o r l e y 

J u d g e d by any s t a n d a r d s it could be said tha t 
Bal lyhaunis F i anna Fail C u m a n n had a very act ive 
and successful year , mee t ings were held on a regu la r 
basis and the intake of new m e m b e r s was the h ighes t 
ever . 

T h e first i m p o r t a n t event of t hc year was the Pa r ty 
Ard Fhe is which was held in the R . D . S . D u b l i n on 
the last weekend of M a r c h , thc C u m a n n delegates 
c o n t r i b u t e d to most of the deba te s and in par t i cu la r 
to the Bal lyhaunis C u m a n n mo t ion r ega rd ing t hc 
anomol ies in the Social Welfare sys tem re levant to 
R e t i r e m e n t and O l d - A g e C o n t r i b u t o r y Pens ions . 

T h a n k s to the gene rous s u p p o r t of thc people of 
Bal lyhaunis and s u r r o u n d i n g areas the Na t iona l 
Col lect ion which was held on the 18 th-19th M a y 
was an o u t s t a n d i n g success , receipts showed a 
subs tan t ia l increase over 1984 while the n u m b e r of 
subscr ibe rs showed a c o r r e s p o n d i n g increase . 

Elec t ions a p p e a r to be an a n n u a l event in recent 
years , and in th is respec t 1985 was no except ion as 
we had the Local Elec t ion on the 20th J u n e . Once 
again the C u m a n n c o n d u c t e d a v igorous campa ign 
in the Bal lyhaunis area and was justifiably rewarded 
by the re-e lec t ion of local c a n d i d a t e D e p u t y P.J . 
Mor ley on the first c o u n t at t he head of the poll in 
t hc C l a r e m o r r i s Electora l Area . 

T h e vic tory was du ly ce lebra ted af te rwards at a 
well a t t e n d e d social in the H o r s e Shoe I n n , wi th the 
successful c and ida t e as gues t of h o n o u r . Of course it 
would be too m u c h to expec t t ha t thc year would 
pass w i thou t b r i n g i n g its t r ibu la t ions and it is with 
great sadness tha t t hc d ea t h s of Pa t r ick (Brod) 
Caulfield R . I . P . and Ol iver C u n n i n g h a m R . I . P . are 
r eco rded , they served b o t h Par ty and C u m a n n 
unspa r ing ly d u r i n g the i r l ifet ime. M a y they rest in 
peace. 

T h e la t ter par t of the year saw the comple t ion of 
an intensive programme of planning and re-organisation 
and as a resul t the C u m a n n can look forward wi th 
conf idence to 1986. 

B A L L Y H A U N I S F .F . C O M H A I R L E 
C E A N T A I R O F F I C E R 1985 

President J o h n Hcnnc l ly 
Vice Presidents M a r k W a l d r o n , 

J o h n L y o n s , J i m Duffy, J o h n Mul l ins 
C h a i r m a n Michae l G r o g a n 
Vice C h a i r m a n . . . . A n t h o n y O 'Mal l ey 
H o n . Secretary Jackie C o y n e 
Asst. H o n . Secretary . . . S e a m u s O 'Boyle 
P . R . O Micea l S m y t h 
Joint H o n . T reasu re r s . Pado C u n n i n g h a m / 

P a d d y Ryan 
Y o u t h Of f icer K a t h l e e n H u n t 
Delegates to Dá i l Ceanta i r : 
J o h n C a r t y , S e a m u s O 'Boy le , G e o r g e D e e , Joe 
Hos ty , Pat O ' B r i e n , J o h n T o w c y , Ka th l een H u n t , 
Chr i s ty R u a n e . 

J o h n n y Lyons 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

PLEASE KEEP OUR 
AREA TIDY! 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 H 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
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F r o m left:- C o n o r M a g u i r e , D i r e c t o r of E E C Office in D u b l i n , D r . P i e r r e Math i j s cn -
D i r e c t o r G e n e r a l for Reg iona l Pol icy in thc E u r o p e a n C o m m u n i t y , P r o f e s s o r Aidan 

O'Rei l ly , Un ive r s i t y of U l s t e r p i c t u r e d he r e wi th J o h n Di l lon . 

B a l l y h a u n i s T r a d e F a i r 

T h e o u t s t a n d i n g success of t he Bal lyhaunis 
Industrial Exhibit ion and the Conference on Regional 
D e v e l o p m e n t is a t r i bu t e to t he m e m b e r s of the 
C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e w h o worked tirelessly a n d 
with dedica t ion for several weeks before the big 
event. 

All seventy m e m b e r s were fully involved and full 
a t tendances were r eco rded at t he p repa ra to ry 
meetings and the several s u b - C o m m i t t e e mee t ings 
which were held a lmost every n igh t . 

So great was the e n t h u s i a s m tha t C o m m i t t e e s 
worked unt i l 4.00 a.m. on m a n y m o r n i n g s : golf, 
gardening and all o the r forms of recreat ion were 
forgotten! 

T h e dedicat ion and ha r d work cer ta inly paid 
dividends; the organisa t ion worked perfectly and all 
events s tar ted punc tua l ly at thc schedu led t imes . 

Great credi t is d u e to t he organisers of t he 
Industrial exhibition, the communi ty school authorities, 
who closed the school early to facilitate the 
conference, to Bal lyhaunis Gol f C l u b , to the G a r d a i 
for security and traffic a r r a n g e m e n t s , to the 
members w h o sponsored the air t r i p , to G a y and 
Carmel Nevin w h o sponsored the use of a Rolls 
Royce - the b a n d s , inc lud ing Ceol toir i Beal A tha 
Amhnais, w h o p rov ided e n t e r t a i n m e n t t o the 
exhibitors at the exhibition and to Mayo Co. Manager 

w h o chai red t he conference and Professor Michae l 
C u d d y and T o m Boylan of U . C . G . and to Pat 
O ' B r i e n , Execu t ive D i r ec to r of I . D . A . for the 
con t r i bu t ion to thc Confe rence - Scan S m y t h of 
course played a leading par t , bu t the gues t of honour , 
D r . Math i j scn , D i r ec to r G en e ra l for Regional Policy 
in t he E . E . C . will always be r e m e m b e r e d in 
Bal lyhaunis . 

H e b r o u g h t t id ings of hope and e n c o u r a g e m e n t ; 
he gave o p p o r t u n i t y to cut t h r o u g h the bureaucracy 
and centra l ised off icialdom, which has , for so long, 
ignored and t h w a r t e d t hc efforts of people of M a y o 
to develop and improve the e c o n o m i c e n v i r o n m e n t 
of the region. 

T E A M S 
T h e C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e organised its 

m e m b e r s into t eams and the co-o rd ina t ion u n d e r 
H o n . Secretar ies J o h n G . D i l l o n - L e e t c h and He len 
Free ley was a mas te rp iece of m a n a g e m e n t . 

Recep t ion at D u b l i n Ai rpor t -
Val Byrne , G e r a l d L y o n s , J o h n O 'Br i en , Kieran 
Fol l ia rd , M o n a M c G a r r y ( D u b l i n ) , J o h n A. 
M u r p h y . 

Recep t ion in Gol f C l u b -
J o h n O ' D w y e r , Brian M u n r o e , S e a m u s M u l r e n n a n , 
He len Free ley , J. M c M a n u s . 

Indus t r i a l and Agr icu l tura l Exh ib i t i on -
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J o h n Di l lon, Pat M a r t i n , D e r m o t Eagney , P a d o 
C u n n i n g h a m , E n d a M u r p h y , T o m F i n n , J o h n 
O ' D w y e r , T o m m y Johnson , Michae l No lan . 

S E A N F L A N A G A N & P E T E R S U T H E R L A N D 
T h e C h a m b e r are grateful to M r . Sean F l anagan , 

M . E . P . , and M r . Peter Su the r l and ' C o m m i s s i o n e r ) , 
w h o were helpful in a r r angemen t s for the visit of D r . 
Math i j sen . 

Gues t to Conference Organ i se r s -
Brian M u n r o e , J o h n O ' D w y e r , S e a m u s M u l r e n n a n , 
J. M c M a n u s , Padra ig Kelly. 

Confe rence -
E d d i e T h o r n t o n , M a r y Kel ly , Ka th l een Caulf ie ld , 
Rita H a n n o n , M . J . Walsh , H u g h R u d d e n , T o n y 
Mi l la rd , Aust in H e n r y , J im M c K e r m i t t , Georg i e 
H a n n o n , Mar ia F i tzgera ld , Pat G r o g a n , M a r y 
M u r r a y , Breda Burke , Sr. A s s u m p t a , L a u r a F i n n , 
Patr ic ia Fi tzgera ld . 

S t e w a r d i n g -
F r c d H e r r , F r a n k L o u g h r a n , Mike Griff in , L i a m 
L y o n s , Bernard F r e y n e , Padra ig Lee , Bill N e s t o r , 
G r e g T i e r n a n , Eu ge ne L a n n o n . 

P . R . O . -
J o h n O 'Br ien , C h a m b e r P . R . O . was assis ted by 
Oliver C o n c a n n o n and J o h n G . D i l l o n - L e e t c h . 

Traff ic-
Joe Hosty ensured that there was n o traffic p rob lems . 

T r a v e l -
Scan Freyne made all travel a r rangements and ensured 
that eve rybody kept to schedu le . 

CURLEY'S 
High Class Jewel le ry & Cosmet ics 

* * • 

D I A M O N D R I N G S A N D 
P E N D A N T S A S P E C I A L I T Y 

Br idge Street & Uppe r Ma in Street, 
Ba l lyhaun is C o . M a y o 
T e l e p h o n e : (0907) 30110 

Barry But ler , M i k e Byrne , P a d o C u n n i n g h a m . 

In fo rma t ion -
Aus t in G r o g a n , Ol iver J o r d a n . 

Advisers and Resea rche r s -
Kev in F lanagan , F r a n k F lanagan , Pe te r Browne . 

I n d u s t r y -
In add i t ion to the s even ty -one m e m b e r s involved in 
indus t ry or in thc exh ib i t ion were heavily involved 
in the p repa ra t ion of the i r o w n s t ands and had 
o p p o r t u n i t y to mee t D r . Math i j sen . 

T h c F u t u r e -
Bal lyhaunis has now achieved a r epu ta t ion for 
efficiency and en te rp r i s e t h a n k s to t he h a r d - w o r k i n g 
C h a m b e r m e m b e r s . T h e effort will be con t inued 
and will resul t in o p p o r t u n i t y and b e t t e r m e n t for all 
in the region . 

T h e C h a m b e r m e m b e r s are de l ighted and 
satisfied wi th t he events and the resul ts wh ich are 
equa l to the i r grea tes t a m b i t i o n s . Min i s t e r P a d d y 
O ' T o o l e p r o p o s e d tha t an " I n t e g r a t e d D e v e l o p m e n t 
P r o g r a m m e " f r o m t h e B a l l y h a u n i s a rea b e 
i m p l e m e n t e d a n d D r . Ma th i j s en agreed tha t he 
would ensu re tha t th is wou ld be done . 

Bal lyhaunis and dis t r ic t n o w has t he " c h a n c e of a 
l i f e t ime" to take a big s tep forward and the C h a m b e r 
of C o m m e r c e in tend to d o just tha t . 

T h c P re s iden t , Ge ra ld M c G a r r y , a n d C o m m i t t e e 
ex t ended the i r t hanks to C h r i s P ra t t , w h o organised 
t he C h i l d r e n ' s Ar t c o m p e t i t i o n and o the r s , not 
m e n t i o n e d for the i r invaluable he lp and in par t icu lar 
to the m a n y people - b o t h local and from outs ide 
w h o visited t he t r ade fair. 

Electrical & Pump 
Services Ltd. 

K N O X S T R E E T , B A L L Y H A U N I S 

t t t 

Suppliers of Water Pumps to Group Schemes, 
Industry & Domestic Supplies 

For a Professional Job and an efficient 
After Sales Service 

T E L E P H O N E : (0907) 30226/30341 
T E L E X : 53808 



M I Nl I M $ 

P h o t o g r a p h t a k e n on the H e r i t a g e Assoc ia t ion O u t i n g to C a s t l e r e a , S u n d a y 2nd J u n e 1985 
F r o n t Row (1 to r ) : M a r t i n Walshe , M r s . M . M a s t e r s o n , Miche l l e S m y t h . 
Second Row (1 to r ) : R i c h a r d W a l d r o n , M a r y L e o n a r d , D o n M o r a n , M r s . D . M o r a n , M r s . M. 
S m y t h , E a m o n n G o r m l e y , T o n y Ki t son . 
Back Row (1 t o r ) : M a t t M a s t e r s o n , Noel T r e s t o n , J o h n O ' C o n n o r O.S.A., Val W a l d r o n , M r s . 
V. W a l d r o n , P . W a l d r o n . Also p r e s e n t was D i a r m u i d M u r r a y w h o took the p i c t u r e . 

The Barony of Costello Heritage Society 
b y P a u l W a l d r o n 

N o w in its second year the Her i t age Associat ion is 
becoming a firm e s t ab l i shmen t in Bal lyhaunis . S ince 
last years r epor t in this magaz ine 8 m e e t i n g s , 4 
ou t i ngs a n d a l e c t u r e h a v e t a k e n p l a c e . T h e 
T h e p r o m i n e n t feature of thc mee t ings was the i r 
informality and variat ion cover ing m a n y i tems of 
interest inc luding his tor ical , archaelogical , supe r ­
stitious and na tura l topics . T h e four ou t ings covered 
a remarkab le 18 locat ions , - M a n n i n H o u s e , 
Bracklaboy ogham s tone , T u l l a g h a u n o g h a m s tone , 
Currasluis ta wedge-grave , G u r t e e n rec tangula r fort, 
Ki lmannin , Coo lnaha r i n g - b a r r o w , U r l a u r abbey , 
Cappagh doublc-cour t -ca i rn , Aughamore graveyard, 
Car rownedan sou t te ra ine , Ra i th cast le , Clonal is 
house, the O ' C o n o r D o n bur ia l p lace, and the old 
Kilkeevan graveyard . T h e wea the r on all occasions 
was good, and the ou t ings in genera l were enjoyed 
by all. 

In D e c e m b e r last, Berna rd W a l d r o n of Cave , a n d 
John Higgins of T u a m gave a very in teres t ing 
lecture on wildlife in the area. T h e y answered m a n y 

ques t ions asked by some of the 41 in a t t endance . T h c 
a im of the associat ion is to encourage interest and 
conce rn in local historical and e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
ma t t e r s . M a n y sugges t ions have been m a d e as to 
wha t can be d o n e by the associat ion e.g. the s tar t ing 
of a m u s e u m , thc res tora t ion of the friary graveyard , 
the t r ansc r ip t ion of old local par ish regis ters , the 
showing of old films of the area, thc pub l i sh ing of a 
journa l , a survey of historical m o n u m e n t s in the area 
etc . , Anyone is welcome to a t tend the meetings which 
arc usual ly held on the second M o n d a y of the m o n t h 
and a n n o u n c e d at all Masses . We are a small 
organisat ion, bu t we are dedicated too, and interested 
in ou r work, and we would welcome w h o share 
similar interest . 

T h c officers for 1985 are as follows: 
P a t r o n . . . . Rev. Fr . Patrick Costello 
C h a i r m a n Bernard F reyne 
S e c r e t a r y Paul Waldron 
T r e a s u r e r Joe Greene 
P . R . O John O ' C o n n o r O.S.A. 
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At the Personality of thc August Awards in the Smithwicks/Evening Press Golf Personality 
of the Month Award Scheme at Newlands Gol f Club were (left to right) Susan I.affcy, Lady 
Captain, Ballyhaunis Golf Club, Tony F lynn, August Gol f Personality, Joan Flynn, Paddy 
Gallagher, Director, Smithwicks and John Forde, President, Ballyhaunis Gol f Club. 

B a l l y h a u n i s G o l f C l u b 

T h e following is the list of officers and commi t t ee s 
of Bal lyhaunis Golf C l u b (Ladies and G e n t s ) . 

G E N T S : 
President M r . J . F o r d e 
Vice President M r . M . H e n r y 
Capta in M r . J. Cheevers 
Vice Capta in M r . T . M c N i c h o l a s 
H o n . Secretary M r . J. H igg ins 
Joint Hon . T reasure rs . . M r . C. C.ovne & 

Mr. M . W e b b 
Registrar M r . J Di l lon 
Compet i t ion Secretary . . . M r . P. Cur l ey 
Handicap Sec M r . A. No lan 
P . R . O Mr . J. F o r d e 
Commit tee: 
M / s . F . Di l lon. D . Char l ton . M . D i l l o n - L e e t c h , M . 
Gal lagher , D . D o n n e l a n . J. Scar ry . B. Ra t t igan , M . 
Walshe , M. F o r d e . R. Power . P. M a r t i n , M . 
M a h o n y , B. C u n n i n g h a m . A. R e d d i n g t o n , M . 
G l y n n , A. Mul l igan . K. Barry. A. G r o g a n , T . 
Keenan , J. Burke . J. L o h a n . J. M o o n e y . 

Trustees: 
M / s . J . O ' B r i e n , C . C o y n e , N . W a l d r o n , J. Fo rde , J. 
Di l lon. 

L A D I E S : 
Capta in 
Vice Capta in . . . 
H o n . Secretary . . 
H o n . T r e a s u r e r . . 
Hand icap Secretary 
Execu t i ve M e m b e r 
Commi t tee : 
Miss P. G r a d y , Miss N . 
M r s . M . Di l lon , M r s . P. 
Miss P. W a l d r o n . 

T h e Bal lyhaunis Gol f C l u b had a very successful 
year d u r i n g 1985. W e had t eams in all g rades of 
compe t i t ion and the gen ts succeeded in reaching the 
finals of t hc J i m m y Bruen compe t i t i on . T h e Ladies 
succeeded in reach ing the quar ter - f ina ls of the L ina 
Black co mp e t i t i o n . Both t eams were nar rowly 
bea ten , t he Lad ies by W e s t p o r t and the G e n t s by 
T u a m . 

. . . M r s . S. Laffey 

. . . M r s . S. F o r d e 
M r s . M . H . O ' C o n n o r 
. . . M r s . A. Joyce 
. . Mi s s P. Moyles 

M r s . M . Di l lon -Lee tch 

Di l lon , M r s . M . Burke , 
H e n r y , M r s . I. F r e y n e , 
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$CLNDING$ 

C o n n a u g h t U n d e r - 1 5 B a s k e t b a l l T e a m , i n c l u d i n g P e t e r Wa l sh , B a l l y h a u n i s C o m m u n i t y 
School on the left in t he f ron t . 

U n d e r - 1 5 P r o v i n c i a l B a s k e t b a l l 
C o m p e t i t i o n 

Bal lyhaunis C o m m u n i t y School was the venue in 
N o v e m b e r , for the 1985 U - 1 5 Boy's In te r -prov inc ia l 
Basketball C o m p e t i t i o n ; t hc first t ime t h a t th is 
compet i t ion was staged in M a y o . 

Min i s te r of S ta te , w i th t hc responsib i l i ty for 
sport , M r . D o n a l C r e e d , was in a t t endance o n the 
Sa tu rday af ternoon and was loud in his praise of t he 
facilities, s t anda rds and organ isa t ion , wh ich he 
described as second to none. T h c bulk of thc organising 
work was done by Mis s Aine W h c l a n , C o m m u n i t y 
School P .E . teacher , w i thou t whose dr ive and 
organising abilit ies the t own would not have had the 
honour . Praise and thanks is also d u e to the Bank of 
Ireland and M r . Pat M a r t i n , Bal lyhaunis Branch 
Manager , for the gene rous s p o n s o r s h i p and to M r . 
Eddie T h o r n t o n and Bal lyhaunis C o m m u n i t y 
School for making thc facilities avai lable. 

T h e t eams , their coaches and officials toge the r 
with representa t ives of thc local c o m m u n i t y and t hc 
sponsors were en te r t a ined to a s u m p t u o u s meal in 
thc School G y m n a s i u m on Fr iday evening , p repa red 
and served by C o m m u n i t y School s t u d e n t s , Sean T . 
Ruane, Joe G e r a g h t y , Padra ig Cul l iney and Kie ran 
Finn under t he gu idance of mas t e r - che f F r a n k 
Moynihan. M r . Edd ie T h o r n t o n , M r . Pat M a r t i n , 
Fr. Michael Joyce and Senator J im Higgins welcomed 
the guests and officially o p e n e d the c o m p e t i t i o n on 

behal f of thc School m a n a g e m e n t , t h e sponsors , t he 
C o n n a u g h t C o m m i t t e e and the local c o m m u n i t y 
a n d t h c Min i s t e r for S p o r t , respect ively . T h e Bank 
of I r e l and p re sen ted beaut i ful silver m o m e n t o s to 
t hc four t e am-cap t a in s a n d m a n a g e r s and Mis s 
W h c l a n , a m e m b e r of t he M a y o In t e rna t iona l Y o u t h 
Year C o m m i t t e e p r e sen t ed each t e a m - m e m b e r wi th 
a personal ised Y o u t h Year cert if icate. 

In the compe t i t i on each provincia l t e am played 
each o the r of t he t e a m a n d thc t o p two t eams 
p layed off in t he final in wh ich the re was an excellent 
s tandard of play and spor t smanship - a clear indication 
of the way the g a m e is deve lop ing in the coun t ry . 
T h e C o n n a u g h t t e a m desp i te be ing the younges t 
a n d inexper ienced p u t u p a very spor t ing and 
c red ib le pe r fo rmance . L a r g e n u m b e r s of local 
s u p p o r t e r s t u r n e d u p to cheer the i r t e am and in 
par t i cu la r its younges t m e m b e r , local s t uden t , 
P e a d a r Wal sh . 

T h e compe t i t i on e n d e d in a na i l -b i t ing final 
be tween Leinster and M u n s t e r . T h e big Le ins te rmen 
d o m i n a t e d r ight t h r o u g h to t hc final five minu te s 
w h e n M u n s t e r changed to full - cour t p ress , stealing 
thc ball on a few vital occasions a n d sna tch ing the 
w i n n i n g scores in t he last seconds . 

All the visitors were vocal in the i r praise of the 
e x c e l l e n t faci l i t ies a n d a c c o m m o d a t i o n t h a t 
Bal lyhaunis can p rov ide a n d the re are promises of 
re-vis i ts . 

Aine Whelan 



SOUNDINGS 

T o m C r i b b e n a n d Alex E a t o n , B a l l y h a u n i s f ina l i s t s in 
S n o o k e r H a n d i c a p in B a l l y h a u n i s . 

Off icers: -
Presidcnt Kev in Barry 
Vice President Cyri l O 'Mal ley 
C h a i r m a n T o m m y M o r a n 
Secretary Robb ie H e r r 
T r e a s u r e r Alex Eaton 

Commi t tee : 
Joe G r o g a n , T o m C r i b b e n 

Commi t tee : 
Joe G r o g a n , T o m C r i b b e n , Pat Cur l ey , F rank 
F lanagan , Rory O ' C o n n o r , J o h n O ' C o n n o r , Brian 
M u r r a y . 

Mike B y r n e 

S t . P a t r i c k ' s B i l l a r d a n d 
S n o o k e r C l u b 

Since its reorganisat ion a couple o f years 
ago the club under its v e r y active commit tee 
has gone f r o m strength to strength and this 
year it had a membersh ip in excess o f 100 
members . A v e r y successful snooker handicap 
was organised in the Spr ing and the final 
between A lex Ea ton and T o m C r i b b e n 
resulted in a 3 f rames to 2 cl i f fhanger w i th 
v ic tory going to A lex Ea ton . 

T h e club part ic ipated in the N o r t h West 
Snooker Champ ionsh ip w i th other clubs in the 
No r th West area and came in a v e r y creditable 
f i fth, at present another handicap is being 
organised to begin in December . 

It w i l l be remembered that to reorganise the 
club and re-furbish thc club room the committee 
wi th the approva l o f the hall commit tee on 
their o w n init iat ive organised a substantial 
bank loan to complete the project. 

T h e club is happy to report that this loan has 
now been closed. F o r this achievement and for 
their overa l l management expert ise the club 
must be congratulated and must serve as an 
example o f what can be achieved by talented 
and go ahead young people. 

ROCHFORD 
MOTORS 

Knock Road, Ballyhaunis 

M I T S U B I S H I M A I N D E A L E R S F O R 
C O U N T Y M A Y O 

7 Day Petrol 8.30 a.m. - 10.30 p.m. 
Lowest Petrol Prices in Town 

Personal Attention 

S.T.D. (0907) 30163 
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POETS CORNER... 

t 
A T O A S T T O M A Y O F O O T B A L L 

In recent years choice M a y o t e a m s 
Have k n o w n their leaner days 
And some have t h o u g h t they ever n o w 
Had lost the i r w inn ing ways 
But wiser people always held 
T h a t M a y o ' s skill and hear t 
Would set th ings r ight in be t t e r t imes 
And prove t he c o u n t y ' s w o r t h . 

And sure e n o u g h in eight-f ive 
Came new days of song a n d story 
When M a y o t eams all C o n n a u g h t lit 
In a t reb le blaze of g lory . 
And praise c ame in from every side 
And fitting th ings were said 
Of style and steel to fur ther goals 
In the s u m m e r days ahead . 

But w h a t ' s to come wc d o not say. 
Wha t we k n o w has taken place; 
T h c r e -b i r th of coun ty football he r e 
And fresh conf idence to face 
With m i n d s in t une and heads he ld high 
Out from M a y o and the Wes t , 
T o give fine accounts in every g a m e 
And keep pace wi th I r e l a n d ' s bes t . 

No d o u b t bu t we have hones t t h o u g h t s 
On the t o p mos t h o n o u r s t h ree , 
And it 's r ight o u r t eams shou ld musc les flex 
for thc t reb le victory. 
But if they fall shor t on the given days 
The c o u n t y at least will k n o w 
Tha t football again is alive a n d well 
In all C o n n a u g h t and M a y o . 

Q U I E T C O N F I D E N C E 
We knew we had it in us 
To call t he D u b l i n bluff, 
And we had been saying in M a y o 
Knough is e n o u g h ! 

So we went ou t wi th spir i t , 
With style and steel and song , 
And proved again in pass ing 
That the exper t s got it w r o n g . 
And so we s topped Go l i a th 
On his wishful s t r id ing t rack , 
And drew thc cheers of I re land 
And won a ticket back. 

So n o w we know full sure 
T h e y have the i r ch inks and Haws, 
A n d for nerves next day , we fancy, 
T h e y will have t he grea te r cause . 

A n d so we k n o w the h o m e t r u t h s , 
T h e y have the i r feet of clay, 
A n d we modes t ly look forward 
T o the next Blue D u b l i n day. 

A n d again we'l l play wi th hea r t 
A n d give the g a m e ou r bes t , 
But this t ime , we s o m e h o w sense , 
We ' l l have bonfires in t he W e s t . 

But win or lose we know n o w 
W c have ea rned an h o n o u r e d n a m e , 
A n d ou r art th is year b r o u g h t lus t re 
A n d freshness to t he g a m e . 

Sti l l , we sense t h e tas te of v ic tory , 
A n d ou r final chances g r o w , 
A n d we feel the c u p , wi th luck, this year 
Will be g l is tening in M a y o . 

S O N G F O R T H E M I N O R S 
O u r y o u n g c o n t e n d e r s won the day 
I n a fashion fluid and free 
D e s p i t e thc m o r n i n g ' pape r s news 
Of a Le ins te r v ic tory . 
But the M a y o lads showed all thc skills 
And wi th kick a n d ca tch and pass , 
A n d style s u p e r b and case and grace 
T h e y p roved a t eam of class. 

A n d now they look wi th conf idence 
F o r t he f i r s t place in the sun , 
A n d they can hear S e p t e m b e r cheers 
W h e n the final day is d o n e . 
So , t he re ' s a spiri t in the Wes t , 
A n d this young Cork m u s t know 
T h e y ' l l need m o r e t h a n Blarney ban te r 
W i t h these mino r s of M a y o . 

But still we say in m o d e s t y 
May the best t eam win the day 
A n d it is our hope in M a y o here 
T h a t we' l l h o n o u r the field and play 
Wi th a manly g a m e and s t anda rds h igh 
A n d wha tever the fate will be 
We ' l l be t rue s p o r t s m a n to the e n d 
W h i c h is M a y o ' s ph i losophy . 

J o h n O ' C o n n o r O . S . A . 
(The above th ree first appeared in the Connaught 
Telegraph in the weeks between the Connaught 
Final a n d the All-Ireland semi-final.) 
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M r . J a c k O ' C o n n o r R . I . P . 
A m a n who spen t m u c h of his life work ing in the 

interests of the c o m m u n i t y has passed to his e ternal 
reward . Jack O ' C o n n o r M . P . S . I . of M a i n S t ree t , 
and Doc to r ' s Road , Bal lyhaunis , whose d e a t h 
occured at St. L u k e ' s Hosp i t a l , D u b l i n on the 22nd 
of S e p t e m b e r , was a pe r son fully c o m m i t t e d to 
sparing no effort in br inging about general be t t e rment 
wi th in thc c o m m u n i t y . 

Born in the U . S . A . , thc late Jack O ' C o n n o r came 
to live in the C o . Ga lway area a n d c o m p l e t e d his 
s tudies in I re land , whe re he qualif ied as a C h e m i s t in 
1953. H e opened a P h a r m a c y in M a i n S t ree t and 
bui l t u p a thr iv ing bus iness . A m a n br imfu l of ideas , 
he was en te rp r i s ing in his a t t i t ude to n e w bus iness 
pract ices and technology. H e b r o u g h t his ta lents in 
this regard to bear w h e n he founded t hc R o n o c o 
Binoculars C o m p a n y , of wh ich very successful 
conce rn he was Pr inc ipa l u p to t he t ime of his dea th . 

H e left his mark in t hc Bal lyhaunis area no t a lone 
because of his k indness and cons idera t ion while 
car ry ing out his du t ies as C h e m i s t , b u t because of 
wha t he d id in t he in teres t of all the c o m m u n i t y . H e 
was, for m a n y years , an officer of the Bal lyhaunis 
D e v e l o p m e n t Associa t ion, which capaci ty he 
worked long and ardous ly to b r i n g abou t m u c h -
needed facilities and ameni t i es to t he area. H e was 
ins t rumenta l in initiating the Clare Street S w i m m i n g 
Pool project and was always to thc fore in fund-rais ing 
c a m p a i g n s . T h e big a m o u n t s gained from the Perks 
Carniva ls of thc sixties were as a resul t of m u c h of his 
ded ica ted effort. 

But t he re was a n o t h e r side to t hc charac te r of Jack 
O ' C o n n o r , which was never laid ba re and tha t was 
his great char i ty a n d cons idera t ion for the less wel l -
off. Quie t ly and unob t rus ive ly he did m u c h for the 
poor and needy a n d in this regard he cou ld be bes t 
desc r ibed as a " sec re t and gene rous g ive r" . 

O n the spor t ing scene he was ded ica ted to the 
game of golf. H e t h r e w himself who lehea r t ed ly into 
any p r o g r a m m e in t roduced to t he p u r p o s e of 
i m p r o v i n g the facilities of the C l u b and over the 
years at one t ime or ano the r he he ld the offices of 
Cap ta in , P res iden t , H o n . T r e a s u r e r and H o n . 
Secre tary of the C l u b . 

T h o u g h , for some years he had the d readed 
disease of cancer , he was a fighter to the last and bore 
his illness wi th courage , resolu t ion and forbearance . 
It was typical of t he m a n t h r o u g h o u t his illness he 
b e c a m e very m u c h involved in cancer research and 
assisted in fund- ra i s ing efforts for this p u r p o s e . 

Indeed it wou ld fit t hc m a n if his ep i t aph would be 
tha t in thc course of his t e rmina l illness he was 
conce rned wi th the min imi s ing of the suffering of 
o thers f rom the disease which c la imed his o w n life. 

Mick O 'Conne l l 

M i c h a e l W i n s t o n R . I . P . 

" A friend in need is a friend i n d e e d " 

H o w t r u e tha t was of Michae l W i n s t o n . H e was 
always the re w h e n e v e r he was n e e d e d . 

Mick , as he was be t t e r k n o w n , was a nat ive of 
Carr ick , Bal l in lough. H e worked for m a n y years 
wi th M s . J o h n Ga l l agher a n d Sons L t d . , unt i l thc 
t ragic and u n t i m e l y d e a t h of his wife, Jul ia . H e then 
ran his family grocery s h o p in Devl is w h e r e he was 
k n o w n a n d loved by eve ryone . 

Regretful ly my m e m o r i e s of Mick arc very shor t 
because I have only been a n e i g h b o u r of Mick ' s for a 
m e r e six years . H e was a good friend and n e i g h b o u r 
w h e t h e r it was to share a p r o b l e m or have a g a m e of 
ca rds or share a joke and a l augh over a p in t . 

As for ch i ld ren , he ado red t h e m , I d o n ' t believe 
that a chi ld ever left Mick ' s s h o p e m p t y h a n d e d , no 
ma t t e r wha t t he chi ld had it a lways seemed to be 
e n o u g h . H e cha t t ed and ta lked to t h e m as if they 
were his o w n . H e was k n o w n to t h e m as Mick . His 
shop was k n o w n to t h e m as M i c k ' s . I hope tha t it will 
a lways r ema in so. 

So for those of you w h o th ink of h im today, a little 
p rayer , for h i m , to Je sus say. 

B e r n a r d F r e y n e 



C Y R I L C O Y N E R. I .P . 

M a r k D i l l o n - L e e t c h R . I . P . 

(5/11/61 - 24/8/85) 
T h e tragic dea th of M a r k D i l l o n - L e e t c h on 

August 24th, 1985 at 23 years of age robbed Ballyhaunis 
of one of its most beloved sons. H i s g e n e r o u s , 
unassuming and gracious personal i ty s t ruck people 
even on first encoun te r s . 

D u r i n g his s t uden t days bo th at Bal lyhaunis 
C o m m u n i t y School and at T r i n i t y Col lege, D u b l i n , 
he d is t inguished himself b o t h academical ly and in 
sport, par t icular ly soccer and golf. In golf, he 
represented b o t h the above e s t ab l i shmen t s as well as 
representing Connaught at junior level and Ballyhaunis 
Golf C lub at all levels. His fellow compe t i t o r s often 
remarked on his gracious accep tance of defeat as well 
as his u n a s s u m i n g accep tance of victory. 

However , du r ing his long illness he never accepted 
defeat. His courage was hea r t en ing to all as he 
battled against thc o d d s , w i thou t ever c o m p l a i n i n g . 
We may be assured that he will be eternally rewarded. 
Sincere smypa thy is ex t ended to his family, fiancee 
and friends. 

Go ndeana Dia t rócaire ar a a n a m oilis. 

Noel H e n r y 

C y r i l ' s sad and sudden death on Satu rday 
1st September was a great shock to his fami l y 
and m a n y f r iends. He wi l l be great ly missed in 
the c o m m u n i t y he s e r v e d w i t h such 
dedicat ion. He had a long association w i th the 
St. Vincent D e Pau l Society and was v e r y 
active in helping the less wel l off. He was also 
v e r y active in par ish wo rk and was a m e m b e r 
o f the par ish counci l . He was a f o r m e r m e m b e r 
o f B a l l y h a u n i s T o w n D e v e l o p m e n t 
Associat ion and up to his death an active 
m e m b e r o f the C h a m b e r o f C o m m e r c e . He 
was a m e m b e r o f thc staff who conducted the 
last Genera l Elect ion count for East M a y o in 
the Ba l lyhaun is B o y s ' School in the late '40s 
under thc late Aus t in C r e a n , C o u n t y Sheri f f . 

C y r i l hav ing f inished at the B o y ' s Nat ional 
School attended Ga rba l l y Col lege, Bal l inasloe 
where he spent four years but due to his late 
father's fai l ing health he came back to manage 
the fami ly g rocery business at the Square . He 
gave a personal service and was v e r y 
courteous to his clientele. He was h igh ly 
regarded by his colleagues in business. 

In his younger days he p layed footbal l , 
handbal l and snooker. H e was thc longest 
active m e m b e r o f the G o l f C l u b where he was 
T rus tee , f o r m e r President and Cap ta in , he 
was also H o n . T r e a s u r e r for fo r ty years. 

C y r i l was one o f those people w h o was 
capable o f hitt ing i f o f f w i th eve ryone he met 
and was good company on social occasions. 
O v e r a dr ink he could be rel ied on to put one at 
ease and make a most en joyable evening. 

T o his wi fe Br idget , his sons Fergus and 
D a v i d and his sisters, sincere s y m p a t h y is 
extended. 

This photograph s h o w s four people whose c o m b i n e d ages 
at the t ime was 269 years . They are Mrs . Br ig id Moran 
née Cunnane (89), her husband Andrew Moran (79), her 
great -grand niece Mary Imelda Waldron (1), and, on the 
right, Dominick Regan (100). All were l iv ing in Cave at the 
t ime. Mrs . Moran died in 1959 aged 96'/.. years; Andrew 
died in 1963 aged 89'/, years , and Dominick died a few 
m o n t h s after the picture was taken in 1952. 

(Courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. V. Waldron) 
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M r . P a d d y F r e e l e y R . I . P . 

M r . Patr ick (Paddy) Freeley, M a i n S t ree t , 
Bal lyhaunis whose dea th occured at the Bon Secours 
Hosp i ta l , T u a m on the 22nd of Apri l was a 
m e m b e r of an old and d i s t ingu i shed family, 
associated wi th the bus iness life of t he t o w n for 
m a n y years . H e was head of a th r iv ing bus ines s at 
M a i n St ree t a n d was cons idered one of the leading 
figures in the commerc ia l life of the P rov ince . A m a n 
of impeccable in tegr i ty , wh ich he appl ied di l igent ly 
to all his t ransac t ions , he was the personif ica t ion of 
goodness and was k ind , g e n e r o u s and cons ide ra t e . 

A devoted h u s b a n d and father he was a m a n of 
deep religious convic t ions and was an u p r i g h t and 
sincere Chr i s t i an . Possessing a fine ba r i tone voice , 
he was a m e m b e r at one t ime or a n o t h e r of t he 
Bal lyhaunis Par i sh C h u r c h Cho i r , St . M a r y ' s 
Augus t i n i an A b b e y C h o i r and of the A b b e y Chora l 
Society. H e played leading roles in t he ope ra t t a s , 
" P e a r l , T h e F i s h c r m a i d e n " and " A C o u n t y G i r l " , 
pe r fo rmed by m e m b e r s of the Abbey Chora l Society 
in W a l d r o n ' s Hal l , in t hc ' th i r t ies and also b roadcas t 
over Rad io E i r eann wi th the Bal lyhaunis Par i sh 
C h u r c h Choi r a n d t hc A b b e y Chora l G r o u p . His 
dea th removes from Bal lyhaunis one of its best loved 
ci t izens and thc t own a n d , indeed , the en t i re dis t r ic t 
will be all the poo re r w i thou t his qu ie t dignif ied 
presence in the communi ty . T h e very large a t tendance 
at the removal of the r ema ins , M a s s and funeral was 
indicat ive of the popula r i ty of the deceased a n d the 

For fitness without fatness.... 

Meadow Farm 
Eggs 

C A R R O W K E E L , B A L L Y H A U N I S 
T e l e p h o n e : (0907) 30183 

t t t + + -i-

Supp l i e r s of F r e s h & F rozen L i q u i d Eggs 
" I n the Wes t - A h e a d of the B e s t ! " 

sorrow and regret occasioned by his demise. Deceased 
is survived by his wife, M a r y ; sons , Patr ick and Ivan, 
and d a u g h t e r s , M a r y and He len ; b r o t h e r , Michae l 
and sister, Patr ic ia . M a y he rest in peace. 

Mick O 'Conne l l 

M r . F r a n k W a l d r o n R . I . P . 
W h e n I me t F r a n k on his A n n u a l Hol iday last 

M a y , he was his usua l affable self. H i s conversa t ion 
was abou t Bal lyhaunis in bygone days . 

F r a n k had boxed wi th t he local Boxing C l u b and 
c o m p e t e d in the Na t iona l Juveni le C h a m p i o n s h i p s 
in thc ' T h i r t i e s . H e was also a great follower of 
football and he de l igh ted in M a y o ' s resurgence at 
Sen ior and M i n o r levels this S u m m e r . 

H e was always in teres ted in " A n n a g h " Magaz ine 
as it evoked for h i m m e m o r i e s of the " r a r e ould 
t i m e s " . 

F r a n k e m i g r a t e d to E n g l a n d at an early age. 
T h e r e , wi th his wife U n a he rea red his family. H e 
never forgot Bal lyhaunis however , a n d kept an open 
house for vis i tors f rom h o m e . 

W e were no t to realise tha t his M a y visit was to be 
his final one . W i t h i n a few m o n t h s F r a n k was 
b r o u g h t h o m e to the " t o w n he loved so we l l " . 

T o F r a n k ' s wife U n a and his family we offer ou r 
deepes t s y m p a t h y . 

Joe Greene 
N 

Tom Moran's 
BAR 

• • • 

Enjoy a D r i n k in c o m f o r t a b l e s u r r o u n d i n g s 
O p e n Fire, C o l o u r Te lev is ion . 

Also S u p p l i e r of: 
All Sol id Fue l , C o a l a n d Briquettes e tc . 

T e l e p h o n e : B a l l y h a u n i s 43 
S.T.I ) . (0907) 30493 
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& Ulster Bank 
the friendly bank 

B A L L Y H A U N I S B R A N C H 
Abbey Street 

S T D (0907) 3 0 0 4 9 



• M E M O R I E S • 

T a k e n in B u n d o r a n on the I .C.A. ou t ing on July 12th, 1962 
M r s . H o l m e s R . I .P . , M r s . O ' D w y e r , M r s . Sweeney , M r s . B y r n e , M r s . M u l l i n s R . I .P . , M r s . 
Ph i l l ips , M r s . C r i b b e n , M r s . Raf te ry R . I .P . , K a t h l e e n B y r n e , A b b e y q u a r t e r s . 

L O G B O Y F O O T B A L L T E A M 1949 
Back Row (1 to r ) : P . F i n n e g a n , L. R u a n e , B . Cos te l lo , P . Joyce, E. J u d g e , P . M o r a n , D. 
Godfrey , P . W a l d r o n R . I .P . . B . Caul f ie ld . 
F ron t Row (1 to r ) : J. Fahy , P . R e g a n , D . J u d g e , T . R e g a n , P . H e n e g h a n R . I .P . , Ado Kenny 
Lyons, G. Delaney , S. Gan ly . 
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SOUNDINGS 

KENNY'S 
Restaurant & Bakehouse 

M A I N S T R E E T , B A L L Y H A U N I S 
T e l e p h o n e : (0907) 30443) for Bookings 

+ + + 

B r o w n i e s a n d G i r l G u i d e s 

In O c t o b e r 1984, a M e e t i n g was held in t hc Scout 
D e n with the pu rpose of forming a c o m p a n y of Gi r l 
G u i d e s and Brownies . 

T h c mee t ing proved very successful a n d as a 
result wc n o w have t w o active c o m p a n i e s of Gi r l 
G u i d e s and two packs of Brownies . 

T h e a ims of the I r ish Gi r l G u i d e s ( to which we 
are affiliated) is to give girls thc o p p o r t u n i t y of self 
t ra in ing in the d e v e l o p m e n t of charac te r and service 
for o the r s , to foster love of coun t ry and to encourage 
in ternat ional goodwill and u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 

T h e Irish Gir l Gu ides is a voluntary self-governing 
association and has been a Nat ional M o v e m e n t since 
1930. 

M e m b e r s h i p is open to girls be tween t he ages of 6 
and 21 years , w h o accept t he G u i d e P romise and 
Law. 

In charge of the Bal lyhaunis G i r l G u i d e s are 
Shelia L y o n s , Chr i s W a r d e and M a r y H e n e g h a n , 
while the Brownies are looked after by M a u r a 
Pa t te rson , M a r g a r e t Byrne , J e n n y G l y n n , Nell 
Rochford , Paul ine M o r l e y a n d J u d y Regan . 

H e l p i n g ou t also as Y o u n g Leade r s are C a t h e r i n e 
Yvonne M o r l e y a n d M a r y Franc i s Byrne . I t is 
hoped tha t all Brownies and Gir l G u i d e s will be 
enroled in January 1986. 1986 is the 75th Anniversary 
of G u i d i n g in I re land , so Bal lyhaunis will be 
p repared to enjoy all the ce lebra t ions . 

Nel l Roch fo rd 

II( I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

G r i l l s , S n a c k s , T e a s , C o f f e e s , 
S a l a d s A v a i l a b l e a l l d a y 

A L a C a r t e M e n u A v a i l a b l e 
L u n c h f r o m £2.25 

Fresh Bread Pastries and Cakes in 
our Bread Shop. Orders now been 
taken for Cakes for all occasions. 

ICE COOL CONES ALSO 
AVAILABLE 

HALAL M E A T P A C K E R S L T D . 
CLARE ROAD, BALLYHAUNIS, CO. MAYO, REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 

Subsidiaries: France, U.K., Italy, Germany and the Middle East 

requires 5,000 cattle and 20,000 sheep per week, 
To service its European, North African and 

Middle Eastern Markets. 

'Phone: (0907) 30555 
Telex: 53751 HLAL EI 

.M.«.»J.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.M.>.l.M.l.M.I.M.M.M.l.l.>.M.l.l.l.l.l.t.l.l.l.M.l.l.l.l.l iiiiiiiiiiiiiii 
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SOUNDINGS 

P 

m 9 m 
Under -14 P o s t e r C o m p e t i t i o n W i n n e r s be ing p r e s c n t d wi th t h e i r p r i ze s by P a t O ' C o n n o r . 
1st - C a t h e r i n e Hen ly , 2nd - D e r r y Cox , 3 rd - M a r t i n a F r e y n e . W i n n i n g p o s e r s a r e in the 
b a c k g r o u n d . 

B a l l y h a u n i s & D i s t r i c t C r e d i t U n i o n 

T h e Cred i t U n i o n only in its second full year of T r e a s u r e r M a r y F r e y n e 
bus iness has now b e c o m e firmly es tabl i shed wi th in Asst. T r e a s u r e r C a t h e r i n e Sloyan 
the local c o m m u n i t y . Secretary Pat O ' C o n n o r 

rv • .v. . u u u 4 . Membersh ip Of f icer . . . T e r r y Co leman 
D u r i n g the past year m e m b e r s h i p has increased to . ' . ' 

250 and shares have a lmost d o u b l e d from £ 2 7 , 0 0 0 to Supe rv i so ry Commi t t ee : 
. . . nnn . • • • • 7 , . „ „ P a d d y B r e n n a n , Barry But ler , Ina F reyne 

£52 ,000 . 1 his big increase in shares enab led us to 3 • ' J J 

issue a total of £63 ,000 in loans to m e m b e r s in Cred i t Commi t t ee : 
varying a m o u n t s from £ 1 0 0 to £ 3 , 0 0 0 d u r i n g the J o h n T u o h y , Benny Cur l ey , Pa t O ' C o n n o r 
year. ( T h e interest rate on loans is 1% per m o n t h on Educat ion Commi t t ee : 
the decreas ing loan balance) . T h e E d u c a t i o n p c t c r McCaf fe r ty , ' f e r ry C o l e m a n , Pat O ' C o n n o r , 
C o m m i t t e e ran a Pos ter C o m p e t i t i o n in N o v e m b e r , F rank L y o n s . 
1984 and the w inne r s were : - . . . . 

R e m e m b e r that the Cred i t U n i o n is a p u r e co-
Unde r 18 opera t ive o w n e d by the m e m b e r s , run by thc 
Joint 1st: M . Power and C. D e e , 3rd: C . M u r p h y m e m b e r s for the m e m b e r s . 
Unde r 14: Anyone interested in finding out further information 
1st: Ca the r ine Hea ly , 2nd : D . Cox , 3rd: M . F r e y n e a r c w c i c o m e to call d u r i n g o p e n i n g h o u r s as follows: 

We also took a s tand at the T r a d e Fai r in M a y and Paroch ia l Ha l l : -
this was a very good o p p o r t u n i t y to let the pub l i c F r idays 6.00 p . m . - 7.00 p .m . 
know what the Cred i t U n i o n is. S a t u r d a y s 8.00 p . m . - 9.00 p . m . 

T h e officers for the past year were : - S u n d a y s 12.00 p . m . - 1.00 p .m . 
. n . ce . T o o r e e n School : C h a i r m a n Pe te r McCafferty _ . 

S u n d a y s : 12.00 p . m . - 12.30 p . m . 
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Si I Nl INI $ 

B a l l y h a u n i s P i o n e e r s 

B a l l y h a u n i s P . T . A . A . 
T h e r e was one of the largest g r o u p s of people to 

receive thc Go ld a n d Silver pins which took place on 
14th D e c e m b e r , 1984 wi th special M a s s in the 
Parish C h u r c h and a funct ion in the Parochial Hall 

a f te rwards . T h e m o n t h l y mee t ing of thc p ioneers is 
held in the Parochia l Hall on the last S u n d a y of every 
m o n t h after 1st M a s s . A n y b o d y wish ing to join is 
mos t we lcome at any t ime . 

Joseph B y r n e 

V 

CONCANNON'S 
Ladies & G e n t s Fash ions 

Special is ts in F o o t w e a r 
C h i l d r e n and Babywear 

• • • 

Shop around the best shop around 
at a price you can AFFORD! 

M A I N S T R E E T - B A L L Y H A U N I S 
T e l e p h o n e : (0907) 30051 

EUGENE'S 
Food Take-away! 
- O P E N 7 D A Y S A W E E K -

Fo r that quick meal when you just don ' t 
feel like cooking 

P I E S - H O T D O G S - B U R G E R S 
F R E S H F I S H - S H E P H E R D P I E S 

H O M E M A D E C U R R I E S 
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excuses for a cioseo mimd 
'It won't work in our set-up' 

1. W e tried that ou t before. 
2. O u r place is different . 
}. It costs too m u c h . 
4. T h a t ' s beyond o u r responsibi l i ty . 
5. T h a t ' s not my job. 
6. W e ' r e all too busy to do tha t . 
7. I t ' s too radical a change . 
8. W e d o n ' t have thc t ime . 
9. N o t e n o u g h he lp . 

10. T h a t will make o the r e q u i p m e n t obsole te . 
11. Le t ' s make a marke t research test of it first. 
12. O u r office is too small for it. 
13. N o t practical for ou r level of staff. 
14. T h c men will never buy it. 
15. T h e staff associat ion will sc ream. 
16. W e ' v e never d o n e it before. 
17. I t ' s against c o m p a n y policy. 
18. R u n s u p ou r overhead . 
19. W e don ' t have the au tho r i ty . 
20. T h a t ' s too ivory tower . 
2 1 . Le t ' s get back to reali ty. 
22. T h a t ' s not ou r p r o b l e m . 
23 . W h y change it, i t 's still work ing O . K . 
24. I d o n ' t like the idea. 
25 . Y o u ' r e r ight , but . . . . 
26. Y o u ' r e two years ahead of your t i m e . 
27. W e ' r e not ready for tha t . 
28 . W e d o n ' t have the money , e q u i p m e n t , r o o m etc 
29. It i sn ' t in the b u d g e t . 
30. C a n ' t teach an old dog new tr icks. 
31 . G o o d t h o u g h t , b u t impract ica l . 
32. Le t ' s hold it in abeyance . 

33 . Le t ' s give it m o r e t h o u g h t . 
34. T o p m a n a g e m e n t would never go for it. 
35 . Le t ' s pu t it in to wr i t ing . 
36. We ' l l be the laughing stock. 
37. N o t that again. 
38. W e ' d lose monev in the long run . 
39. W h e r e ' d you dig that one up? 
40. W e did all r ight wi thout it. 

After all these have been answered you may 
get grudging acceptance: 'We must give the 
new system a fair trial before we try it out.' 

( C o u r t e s y : W a l t e r W a l d r o n ) 

ALMA'S 
Unisex Salon 

F o r that special cut and style! 

Specialises in Perming, Cutting, Hi-Lighting, 
Colouring and Waxing. 

Don't forget LADIES and CENTS 
Your CM. Card for 10% off 

Phone: (0907) 30354 

McGarry's 
"Clothes for those with more 

Taste than Money" 

Sole Agen t s for G e n t s ' C r o m b i e Coa t s 
S u p e r Select ion of G e n t s ' Qual i ty 

I r ish a n d C o n t i n e n t a l Sui ts 
Also: L a r g e Select ion of Lad ies and G e n t s ' 

L e a t h e r Jackets in stock. 
T o view ou r select ions of Lad ies coats a n d 

dresses is a t rea t ! 

M A I N S T . , B A L L Y H A U N I S 
T e l e p h o n e : (0907) 30084 
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r 
THOMAS 

DONNELLAN 
Clare Street, Ballyhaunis 

1 1 t 

JOINER AND UNDERTAKER 
Funeral Service - Day or Night 

Funeral Home Service Provided 

S . T . D . ( 0 9 0 7 ) 3 0 0 4 5 

The Welding Centre 
K N O X S T R E E T , B A L L Y H A U N I S 

( P r o p . B e r n a r d F r e y n e ) 

• • • 

Agent for Ergas Propane 
SALES: 

Electrical a n d G a s Welding E q u i p m e n t 
All Welding A c c e s s o r i e s , D.I.Y. Power 
Tools , All t y p e s of safety e q u i p m e n t , Lawn 
Mowers , G a r d e n Tillers, All t y p e s of cu t t ing 
d i scs , Gr ind ing d i sc s , All t y p e s of hydrau l ic 

h o s e s . Hydraul ic fittings a n d sea l s 
for mos t m a c h i n e s . 

S.T .D . (0907) 30152 

MICHAEL J . WEBB 
F a m i l y B u t c h e r 

Trad i t i ona l C o r n e d Beef 
P r ime Beef & M u t t o n 

Cho ice of L a m b as in Season 
T u r k e y s & H a m s to O r d e r 

Beefburgers & P u d d i n g s F r e s h Dai ly 
Ca te r ing for D e e p Freeze 

T a s t y H o m e m a d e Sausages 
Spiced Beef 

Lower Main Street, Ballyhaunis 

S.T.D. (0907) 30003 

Michael and John Webb, 
The Mall, Knock, Co. Mayo 

T h e W e l d i n g C e n t r e 
K N O X S T R E E T - B A L L Y H A U N I S 

(P rop . B e r n a r d F reyne) 
Telephone: 152 or (0907) 30152 

t t t 

F O R H I R E : 
Angle Grinders , Belt Sanders , H a m m e r s , 

Chimney S w e e p i n g Brushes, Concrete Motor 
Saws, Concrete Mixers, ' /"dr i l l s^ 1 / ," Demolit ion 
I .ammcrs , Generator 110 & 220V leads. Mobile 
Welders. Orbital Sanders. Ripsaws. Transformers 

Wallpaper Removals . Wheelbarrows. 
Welders 140A - "550A 
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IRISH ALE BREWERIES 
Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo 

t t t 

S m i t h w i c k s , H o f f m a n & H a r p D i s t r i b u t o r s 
for t h e West of I r e l a n d 

Telephone: Ballyhaunis 130 & 158 
New Tel. No: (0907) 30130/30158 

W E S T E R N B R A N D 
C H I C K E N L T D . 

B a l l y h a u n i s - C o . M a y o 

t t t 

Fresh and Frozen Chickens Daily 
Turkeys A Speciality 

t t t 

Te lephone : (0907) 30069 

For that SPECIAL outfit call to . 

Shie 
Boutique 

DUBLIN ROAD BALLYHAUNIS 

Stockists of: 
ALL LEADING BRANDS 

Bout ique is a t tached t o the re s idence of 
Mrs. Una S h i e l d s , Devlis , Ballyhaunis. 

S.T.D. (0907) 30188 

TAXI 
SERIVCE 

"Day Long Service 

B i l l fcagney (0907) 30046 
M i k e Gr i f f in (0907) 30213 

E d w a r d M u l h e r n (0907) 30249 

P a g e 84 



M
on

si
gn

or
 J

am
es

 H
or

an
 

le
av

in
g 

C
on

na
ug

nt
 

R
eg

io
na

l 
A

ir
po

rt
 o

n 
hi

s 
w

ay
 t

o 
R

o
m

e 
in

 O
ct

ob
er

 
19

85
. 




