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Season's greetings 
THROUGH the pages of Annagh Magazine I wish to extend to all the people of 
the parish and the surrounding district my warm good wishes for a happy Christ­
mas and a bright and prosperous New Year. A New Year can bring thoughts of sad­
ness: sadness is part of our human condition, and is the result of many causes -
death, parting of friends or other losses. This year Fr. Cooney of the Abbey has left 
us after a brief but fruitful stay: his going is tempered by the knowledge that he 
has recovered from his illness and will soon be completely well again. We thank 
him for his generous help in the parish: we wish him health and happiness. He is 
replaced by Fr. Vincent McCarthy, who has already made many friends amongst 
us. We welcome him and wish him a fruittful and successful ministry in Ballyhau­
nis. And so sadness has its opposite in joy, and the one cannot be experienced 
without the other: no cross, no crown, no thorn, no palm! Sadly, too, this year I 
have to note the recent death ofFr. Michael Anthony Berrell, O.S.A., who spent so 
many fruitful years amongst us a a member of the Augustinian Community, and 
its Prior for a period. He was a man of great intellect, a pastoral Friar, and a 
warm and sincere friend. I should like to express my deep appreciation of his help 
in the parish, and our prayerful sympathy to his family and Augustinian 
brethren., In his latter years he bore his illness with great fortitude and resigna­
tion and, as was underlined in the tributes paid him at his obsequies, his ministry 
was that of suffering. In that patience and self-giving he was in the authentic tra­
dition of the Friars of the Penal Times whose martydom is woven into the rich 
tapestry of the history of the parish. May his gentle soul rest in peace. 

Patrick O. Costelloe, PP. 

COVER PHOTOGRAPHS 
FRONT C O V E R , c lockwise: 
• Annagh R o s e , 1 9 9 1 , Louise Cribbin (now In London) . 
• Dorchester , B o s t o n - back, left to right: Martina Comlskey, Bronagh McKermlt, Mary Ruane, Teresa Griffin, Margaret Con­
boy, Ann Marie Freyne. Front row: Ann Marie Rafteiy and Rita Garvey. 
• Central Park, N e w York - Vinnie Caulfield and the Moran brothers, Enda, Tommy and Tony, with their h o r s e and carriage. 
• Agricultural S h o w , Melbourne, 1 9 9 0 - Bernard McBride, son , Padraic; daughter, Kathleen; wife, Mary (Fitzmauride) , Gur­
teenbeg . 
• Morrison s i s t ers from Clare - Bridie (Manchester) , Nancy (Canada), Martina (Birmingham), Ita (Manchester) . 
• J o a n Munnlck, Halmond, Hol land (formerly J o a n Keegan) , Pattenspark, with her sons , Kieran and Ronan. 
• T h e Channel Tunnel - left t o right Declan Wallace, KUlliuuigher-, Frank Healy, Ballindrehid; Dominic Hunt, Urlaur. 

BACK COVER, c lockwise: 
• St . Patrick's Day, New York - Vinnie Caulfield, Paul Timoney, J o h n O'Connor. 
• Rosemary T i m o n e y In New York. 
• P lymouth Rock - Teresa Griffin (nee Freyne, Coolnaha) , with sons , Kieran and Enda; Maura Griffin and Elthne Wood ( n e e 
Grtifin, now living in Wales) . 
. The Maguire family get-together In London, back, left t o right: Michael, Kevin, T o m m i e , Brendan, Paddy, D e r m o t Third 
row: J o s e p h i n e , Nuala. Imelda; Second row: Colette , Mrs. Maguire, Martha. Front row: Bernadette , Yvonne Teresa . (Mlssine: 
J o e , Brisbane) . ' 

• *,77'c"Jand "J** ^ ™ 1 * « a r d c n ta
 ^ e m & e , left to right: Sr. M. Coleman, Sr. Bridget and Sr. Ann. Sr. Bridget Cribbin 

left J o h n s t o w n over sixty years ago. Br™*-" 
• Mary l U l p i n - O U r l c n with her children, E m m a and Andrew, and her father, Jack, in Melbourne, Australia. 
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Editorial 

This is the 14th edition of Annagh magazine. This year our 
cover features sample photographs of our emigrants all over 
the world. As usual we try to record some of the events of the 
past year. For this we are thankful to the different 
organisations who sent us reports and photographs. We 
interviewed a few people about their lives and times past and 
let them tell their stories 'in their own words'. Brackloon is 
our featured village. We have a special feature on Scouting to 
celebrate the 60th anniversary of the founding of the 4 th Mayo 
Troop CBSI. 

I would l ike to thank all who made this magazine possible; 
those who wrote articles and supplied us with photographs, 
the hard-working conunittee, our loyal patrons and you, our 
readers, for your continued support. 

Finally, I hope that wherever you are you wil l find sometliing 
in these pages that wi l l give you pleasure and enjoyment. To 
all of you I wish good health and contentment. 

John Cleary, 
Editor 

Annagh Officers 
Chairman, Johnny Biesty. 
Vice-Chairman, Jimmy Cribbin. 
Secretary, Matt O'Dwyer. 
Treasurer, Noel Waldron. 
Editor, John Cleary. 
Asst. Editor, Peter McCafferty. 
Committee: Mike Byrne, Gerry Cribbin, Ann Curley, Martin Forde, Jack Halpin, Pat Higgins, 
Joe Hosty, Jim London, Maisin Meath, Micheal Smyth, Paul Waldron. 



B r a c k l o o n 
B y Mary F inan 

Th e towiilaiid of Brack loon , In 
t h e p a r i s h of A n n a g h , ie s i tu­

a t e d t h r e e m i l e s n o r t h of Bally­
h a u n i s . I t i s b o r d e r e d b y t h e 
vi l lages of L i s b a n e , G u r t e e n m o r e , 
G u r t e e n b e g , Ki l l inagher , 
T a v a n a g h m o r e , D e r r y l a h a n a n d 
Tul ly (Co. R o s c o m m o n ) . I t s 
p e r i p h e r y is m a r k e d b y L o u g h 
I o m a l r e , Lough Do i r enas l i gn igh 
a n d Lough An tSeoiui i i . 

T h e c losu re of t h e local P o s t 
Office in t h e 1 9 2 0 s a n d t h e l a t e r 
c losure of t h e local Na t iona l 
School in 1 9 7 1 , d u e t o t h e 
dec l ine in popu l a t i on m e a n s t h a t 
t h e now neg l ec t ed h a n d b a l l a l ley 
r e m a i n s t h e only s t a r k r e m i n d e r 
of a once v i b r a n t a n d self-con­
t a i n e d commun i ty . Local m a n , 
T h o m a s Ryan, r eca l l s t h a t t h e 
"a l l ey" w a s once t h e c e n t r e of 
social a n d spo r t i ng act ivi ty in t h e 
d i s t r i c t , a t t r a c t i n g p a t r o n s from 
a s far away a s Cloonfad a n d 
Loughlynu. P r o c e e d i n g s w e r e 

c o n d u c t e d w i t h t h e h a r s h sur­
vival c o d e of t h e p e r i o d , w h i c h 
e n s u r e d t h a t only t h e b i g g e s t a n d 
s t r o n g e s t l a d s co u l d g e t a g a m e , 
w h i l e t h e younger , s m a l l e r o n e s 

h a d t o b e c o n t e n t t o w a t c h from 
t h e s i d e l i n e s , a n d whi l e a w a y t h e 
t i m e p lay ing p i t c h a n d t o s s , a 
g a m e w h i c h involved t o s s i n g a 
coin t o w a r d s a s t u b o r s p u d , t h e 
s t a k e u sua l l y b e i n g t h e t u p p e n c e 
a m a n . T h i s g a m e , i t i s s a i d 
a r o u s e d s u c h e n t h u s i a m , a n d 
l a s t e d s o l o n g t h a t , ve ry often, 
t h e winn ing t o s s wou ld h a v e t o 

• CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

1991 - Children walking to school - Emma, Sharon and Cathy Broderick, 
Frances Murphy, Aisling Finan, Stephanie Murphy, Oliver Davitt, Gary Davitt 
and Kenneth Broderick. 

Brackloon N.S. (Scoil Phádraigh) 1912 - Back row: Jim Murphy, James Anthony Grogan, Martin Devaney, John Waldron, Jack 
Murphy, Johnny Fitzmaurice. Middle row: Jim Tully, ? Curley, John Regan, Tom Cribbin, Jim Cribbin, J in Cribbin, Johny 
Regan, Anthony Waldron. Front row: Jimmy Kenny, Mick Hoban, Eddie Hoban, Tommy Flatley, Jack Kenny, John Joe 
Fitzmaurice, Johnny Mullen, John Smith and Pake Fitzmaurice. 
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b e e x a m i n e d b y a n objective 
onlooker , w i t h t h e a i d of a 
l i g h t e d m a t c h . T h e ba l l a l ley w a s 
b u i l t in 1 9 2 1 , t h e r e s u l t of a 
major c o m m u n i t y effort. T h e s i t e 
w a s d o n a t e d b y P a t r i c k Lyons, 
a n d bu i l t for t h e m o s t p a r t b y vol­
u n t a r y l a b o u r w i t h P a k e Dyer a s 
con t rac tor . T h e b u i l d i n g w o r k 
involved w a s q u i t e a r d u o u s , t h e 
s i t e b e i n g c l e a r e d b y w h e e l b a r ­
row. T h e wa l l s w e r e b u i l t com­
p le te ly of m a s s c o n c r e t e , t h e 
c e m e n t for w h i c h w a s b o u g h t 
from J o h n Conway, Ba l lyhaun i s , 
for 3 9 sh i l l i ngs a ton . T h e l a t e 
J o l i n J o e Kelly, J o l i n T h o m a s 
Free ley a n d M i c h a e l H o b a n w e r e 
actively involved in t h e fundra ls -
ing a n d w e r e i n s t r u m e n t a l i n 
o rgan i s ing a b o x i n g t o u r n a m e n t 
in E r r i t t L o d g e , t h e h i g h l i g h t of 
w h i c h , w a s t h e f ight b e t w e e n J i m 
Coffey (world t i t l e c o n t e n d e r ) a n d 
P a t McAll is ter . T h e r e w e r e m a n y 
t a l e n t e d p l a y e r s w h o d i sp l ayed 
a n d h o n e d t h e i r sk i l l s to perfec­
t ion in Brack loon ba l l alley, play­
e r s s u c h a s Sonny McDermot t , 
Cloonlough, a n d J i m Byrne , Bal­
l y h a u n i s , w h o l a t e r b e c a m e t h e 
o p e n wall h a n d b a l l c h a m p i o n of 
I r e l a n d . 

T h e local P o s t Office, r u n b y 
t h e Wald ron family, w a s a cen t r e 
of social con t ac t for m a n y yea r s 
d u r i n g t h e ea r ly 1900s . T h e post ­
m i s t r e s s w a s Nora W a l d r o n a n d 
h e r b r o t h e r , B u d Waldron , w a s 
t h e wel l -known local p o s t m a n . 
B u d Waldron a n d t h e o t h e r post­
m e n of t h e p e r i o d , l i ke J i m m y 
Byrne , wou ld h a v e to cycle u p to 
t h i r t y m i l e s a day , no m a t t e r h o w 
i n c l e m e n t t h e w e a t h e r . Myles 

1913 - John and Delia Maughan, Lisbane. The late Mrs. Maughan was 
Brackloon's oldest inhabitant; she died in 1976, aged 103 years. Ar dheis Dé go 
raibh a h-anam uasal. 

Waldron w a s t h e local ta i lor , a n d 
was f amous for t h e ha rd -wea r ing 
qual i ty of h i s se rge su i t s , a n d 
par t icu lar ly , for h i s b u t t o n s 
w h i c h w e r e r e p u t e d never t o fall 
out . Of cou r se , t h e fact t h a t t h e 
Pos t Office w a s s i t ua t ed b e s i d e 
t h e ta i lor s h o p was good for bus i ­
ne s s , a s m a n y t h e pens ioner , 
after col lect ing h i s five sh i l l ing 
pens ion , p o p p e d into t h e ta i lor 
s h o p a n d got h imse l f fitted out 
w i t h a n e w s u i t Near t h e Pos t 
Office, w a s t h e busy forge, es tab­
l i s h e d by S e a n R u a Waldron, a 
sk i l l ed local b l a c k s m i t h . Ti l ls 

Brackloon Stations, 1970 - Sally Waldron, Kitty Sloyan, Geraldine Sloyan. 
Mary Hunt, Ann Hoban, Mary Hunt, Eileen Nolan and Jimmy Sloyan. 

forge w a s l a t e r t a k e n over b y t h e 
Quinn family, w h o r a n t h e bus i ­
n e s s successfully for many years . 
I n t h i s age , before t h e advent of 
television, Michael a n d Dehl ia 
Ganley '8 h o m e was a very popu­
lar r ambl ing h o u s e , w h e r e locals 
were a s s u r e d of a friendly wel­
come . 

T h e r e were m a n y colourful 
c h a r a c t e r s in t h e a rea , l ike Pe te r 
Cafferkey, w h o was famed for h i s 
p e n c h a n t for Bryl-Cream a n d 
p r i d e In h i s youtliful appea rance ; 
Pa t H o b a n , t h e local eccentr ic 
in te l lectual , w h o h a d theo r i e s on 
topics ranging from as t ronomy to 
forestat ion, long before they 
b e c a m e fashionable; Sai lor 
Smi th , w h o always ca r r i ed a 
b l ack tho rn s t ick, s m o k e d a clay 
p ipe , wore h i s sa i lor ' s c a p a n d 
en t e r t a ined peop le wi th wit ty 
accounts of h i s a d v e n t u r e s on t h e 
h igh seas . Ano the r popu la r figure 
was Pa t r i ck Waldron (Esker ) , 
w h o was r e n o w n e d for h i s h a r d -
work a n d supp l i ed l i m e from h i s 
own k i ln t o t h e townspeop le of 
Bal lyhaunis . H e a lso a c t e d a s 
gu ide for t h e l a t e Canon Grea l ly , 
w h o enjoyed going h u n t i n g w i t h 
h i s h o u n d s . Also, t h e r e w a s t h e 
local wit a n d p r a n k s t e r , P a k e 
H a r t e , who , i t i s s a id , p l a c e d a n 
open bo t t l e on a d i t c h n e a r h i s 
house , a t a s t r a t eg ic ang le , for 
t h e wind to w h i s t í e t h r o u g h a n d 
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Brackloon Stations, '91 - Mairead Murphy, Geraldine Sloyan, Kitty Sloyan, 
Patricia Davitt and Celia Murphy. 

o p e n e d in 1 8 7 4 , a n d w a s in oper­
a t ion un t i l 1 9 7 1 . S o m e of t h e 
ea r ly t e a c h e r s in t h i s school w e r e 
Mas te r F la t ìey , Wil l ie Dwyer , 
P r a n c e s Morley, Wil l ie S m y t h , 
Mrs . Flat iey, a n d Mis s McDer­
m o t t , w i t h M r s . M a r g a r e t C r u i s e 
a n d Mrs . T e r e s a L e o n a r d b e i n g 
t h e l a s t t o t e a c h in t h e school . 
Sadly , a s in m a n y r u r a l a r e a s , t h e 
dec l in ing popu l a t i on l e d t o t h e 
c losure of t h e school a n d p r e s e n t 
d a y c h i l d r e n a r e b u s s e d to school 
in Ba l lyhaun i s . T h e d e c l i n e of 
t h i s one s m a l l vi l lage, in t h e 
W e s t of I r e l a n d , over t h e p a s t 
h u n d r e d y e a r s , co u l d b e s e e n a s 

a mic rocosm for t h e c h a n g e s 
w h i c h h a v e t a k e n p l a c e t h r o u g h ­
o u t ru r a l I r e l a n d d u r i n g t h e s a m e 
pe r iod a n d b r i n g t o m i n d t h e 
l i nes of C a o i m h i n O Congha i l e , in 
h i s p o e m "An tO i l éan T r é i g t h e " 

"Coiníní a r a n Oi l éan T i a r 
I m e a s e n a d t i t h e c r e a c h t a 
D r o m a n n a b r i s t e n a n d i o n t a 
Ag l igean a n u a s a n c h e a t h a 
Ar fhua i re n a d t i n t e a n " 
Dia l eo go d e o ! 

T h a n k s t o sou rce s : Mary F inan , 
Br id ie McGui r e , C a t h e r i n e Dyer , 
Michae l Dyer , J o h n A. F r e e l e y 
a n d T h o m a s Ryan . 

Brackloon Girls ' National Schoo l , 1 9 1 3 - Back row: Margaret Fitzmaurice, Mary l i z z i e Fitzmaurice, Mary Murphy, M o l l y 
Fitzmaurice. Middle row: Mary Kate Deasey , , Katie Fitzmaurice, Mary Kate Waldron, Ju l ia Devaney, Annie 
Dyer, Brigid Fitzmaurice, Mary Agnes Waldron, May Lyons . Front row: D e l i a Fitzmaurice, Katie Fitzmaurice, Mary Kate Flat­
ley , Maggie El len Connolly, Br id ie Murphy, Mary Finan, Bridge Kenny, Kathleen Grogan , Mary Kenny Hung, Marion Dyer , 
Abbey. 

convince h i s gu l l ib le n e i g h b o u r s , 
t h a t i t w a s t h e b a n s h e e . . . I 

T h e r e a r e s eve ra l p l a c e s of 
a rchaeolog ica l i n t e r e s t in t h e 
townland . T h e r e a r e twin for ts , 
s i t u a t e d in Lyons ' a n d S loyan ' s 
a n d j o ined b y a n u n d e r g r o u n d 
tunne l . Ev idence of t h e e x i s t e n c e 
of t h i s t unne l , i s t h e feet t h a t t h e 
hooves of t h e h o r s e s p a s s i n g on 
t h i s p a r t of t h e r o a d , w e r e 
be l i eved to m a k e a ho l low s o u n d . 
I t i s s a id , t h a t d u r i n g t h e p e n a l 
t i m e s , M a s s w a s c e l e b r a t e d a t 
a l t e r n a t e t i m e s in b o t h for ts , t o 
avoid suspic ion. T h e r e i s a l s o t h e 
r e m a i n s of a M a s s rock, in J o h n 
Aus t in Free ley ' s l a n d . I t i s s i tu­
a t e d In a ho l low s h e l t e r e d a r e a in 
t h e Held, now k n o w n a s t h e 
clover field. O n t h e l a n d n o w 
owned by t h e Dav i t t family, t h e r e 
i s t h e r e m a i n s of a " c a l d a i r e " or 
b u r i a l g r o u n d for u n b a p t i s e d 
infants , w h i c h w a s u s e d d u r i n g 
t h e l a s t cen tury . T h e w o r d "ca l ­
d a i r e " accord ing to Dr . Cau ld -
fjeld, from U.D.C. , i s d e r i v e d 
from t h e I r i s h w o r d " c é i l i ú r a d h " , 
m e a n i n g ce remony . 

T h e o ld Brack loon schoo l w a s a 
t h a t c h e d b u i l d i n g a n d p a r t of t h e 
or iginal wal l n o w a c t s a s a fence 
a long t h e road . I n t h e l a t e 1 8 0 0 s , 
J i m m y Bar lowe d o n a t e d t h e s i t e 
for t h e " n e w " school , w h i c h 
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Pupils attending Irish class in Brackloon N.S., in 1925. The teacher was the late Padraig O Gabhlain. Back row (left/right): John 
Maughan, Martin Dyer, Johnny Dyer, Patrick Dyer, Patrick Fitzmauriee, Tim Dyer, Michael Smyth (Sailor). 
Second row: Bobby Dyer, Eddie Dyer, Josie Waldron, Annie Dyer, Norah Smyth, Agnes Dyer, Mary Lizzie Fitzmauriee. Third 
row: Tommie Fitzmauriee, Julia Devaney, Mary Murphy, Agnes Devaney, Ellie Fitzmauriee, Mollie Fitzmauriee, Maggie 
Fitzmauriee, John Joe Kelly, Dominic Dyer. Front row: Johnny Fitzmauriee, Patrick Waldron (Bud); Bridget Smyth, Sally 
Waldron, Ellie Smyth, Nancie Fitzmauriee, Mary Agnes Fitzmauriee, Patrick Fitzmauriee. 

At the Perks' Amusements in the '60s - Mrs. Perks, Mrs. Sweeney, Miss K. Byrne, Mrs. Cribben and Mr. R. Perks. 
Pic: Courtesy of Kathleen Byrne. 
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Ctian Mhtiire 
A Re-Habilitation Centre for People 

with Drink & Drug Problems 

AB O U T fifteen years ago, wh i l e 
I was teaching in Belmul le t , I 

became v e r y aware o f the suffer­
ing caused b y the abuse o f alco­
ho l . 

(A) T o the people dlrect ìy 
invo lved, w h o were using the 
stuff as a pain-ki l ler. 

(B) T o the famil ies, f r iends, 
and loved ones o f those afflicted. 

T h e r e is no end to the suffering 
caused b y th is prob lem. V e r y 
often, I came close to it th rough 
Involvement w i t h the ch i ld ren I 
taught, whose homes were 
affected b y the p rob lem. 

A t that t ime, I was he lped b y a 
smal l group o f people, to get A . A . 
and A l . Anon , rev ived in Be lmul ­
let. A fr iend o f m ine , Sr. Benlgna, 
was doing a lot o f w o r k quiet ly, 
v isi t ing the homes o f people 
stuck w i t h th is p rob lem. A t one 
o f our communi ty meet ings, 
w i th in the Convent , it was sug­
gested that a Sister shou ld go to 
Cuan Mhui re dur ing the S u m m e r 
and spend some t ime w i t h Sr . 
Consi l io. I volunteered to go w i t h 
Sr. Benlgna. 

T h a t is a week , I w i l l never for­
get. I was deeply touched b y the 
"miracle o f Cuan Mhu i re " . A t 
that t ime, Sr. Consi l io d idn ' t 
have m u c h he lp , there wasn ' t a 
lot o f material comfort there, but 
there was a lot o f uncondit ional 
love and a great bond between 
the members . I wasn' t surpr ised 
to hear from Sr. Consi l io v e r y 
early on that Cuan Mhui re was 
run as a family. T h e who le place 
was looked after b y the people 
w h o came there for he lp - the 
k i tchen, the coffee bar, the farm, 
the gardens, the d e t o x unit , 
house maintenance and cleaning, 
the saving o f turf. Sr . Consi l io 
and a few helpers l i ved and 
worked and prayed s ide b y side 
w i th the wonderfu l people w h o 
came there for he lp . 

Listening to these wonder fu l 
people share their diff iculties, 
and their pain, I was amazed at 
how in touch they were w i t h 
their feelings, and h o w wel l they 
were able to express them and 
their deep aspiration towards a 
better way of life. I t was an inspi­
ration. 

B y Sr. H e l e n G r e e n e 

W h e n I left, I decided that any 
spare t ime I h a d , wou ld be dedi­
cated to helping Cuan Mhui re , so 
I started m y first fund-raising 
effort, wh i ch was to raffle a dol l . 
I made a hund red pounds and 
felt l ike a mil l ionaire. I sent it off 
and after that there were many 
more , main ly chl ldrens' concerts, 
the ch i ldren o f Belmul let were 
magnificent. T h e y also he lped me 
to sell second-hand clothes on 
fair-days - more raffles. But fund-
raising wasn' t enough. 

Something deep wi th in kept 
calling me back full-time so I 
looked for permission. My superi­
ors were ve ry patient and under­
standing, but also ve ry slow and 
cautious. Eventual ly, I got here 
and am now in m y s ix th year here 
in A thy . 

A t this stage, I wou ld l ike to 
tell you how it all started. About 
th i r ty years ago, Sr. Consi l io, a 
native o f County Ke r r y entered 
the Mercy Convent, in A thy . She 
had Ju6t f inished her training as 
a nurse. She spent some t ime 
work ing in the local hospital and 
later, there was a shortage o f 
he lp in the ki tchen and Sister 
was asked to step in, wh ich she 
d i d wil l ingly. Whi le she was 
working there, a number o f road 
m e n used to call at the ki tchen 
door for something to ea t Sister 
wou ld sit and listen to them and 
she discovered that many o f 
these m e n wou ld never have been 
on the road were it not for alco­
hol . T h i s was Sister's first 
encounter w i th people having 
problems w i th alcohol, w h o were 
poor and destitute. 

Abou t ti l ls t ime, she attended 
an open A . A . meeting in A thy . 
She bor rowed a pen from a busi­
ness-man w h o was sitting beside 
her. H e and a few other began to 
visi t the Convent regularly and 
she wou ld keep them there unti l 
the pubs closed. I don ' t know 
how she managed it, because, in 
those days, in all Convents, l ights 
were out at 10 p.m. in a ve ry 
short t ime, the group o f visi tors 
to the Convent increased and it 
began to dawn on Sister that, i f 
she h a d a place where she could 
take these people out o f the i r 
envi ronment , in order to g ive 
them a chance to get the i r l ives 
together, they could b e he lped. 
H e r superior was v e r y support ive 
and she let he r have an o ld dai ry . 
She h a d no money , bu t she gath­
ered u p a few bits and pieces and 
her newly- found fr iends he lped 
her to get the place in order . 
Some o f he r " f r iends o f the r o a d " 
were among this group and th is 
is how the " w o r k therapy pro­
g r a m m e " began. 

T h e f irst group o f people, w h o 
went th rough the "o ld C u a n " as 
they affectionately cal led it was 
made u p o f people from all wa lks 
o f l ife, as indeed it is to-day. I t 
included roadmen, a few farmers, 
a priest, a doctor, a barr is ter , 
t radesmen and carpenters. Many 
o f these people got we l l and went 
back to the i r famil ies. 

Af ter a short wh i le , there were 
about th i r ty people in the "o ld 
C u a n " , so it was t ime to look 
around for more space. A farm of 
land in the locality went u p for 
sale. Sister went to he r super ior 
for permiss ion to ' b u y " the farm. 
She got the permiss ion, on condi­
t ion, she d idn ' t ask the c o m m u ­
nity for the money to pay for i t 
She was del ighted and she said 
" O u r L a d y wi l l he lp u s " . Nex t 
day, she went to the Bank Man­
ager and she told h i m , she 
wanted to b u y the fa rm. " H a v e 
you got d ie m o n e y ? " h e asked. 
" N o , but O u r L a d y wi l l send it". 
T h e Bank Manager tells th is 
story ve ry wel l . T h e r e was a r ich 
farmer in the locality, also inter­
ested in the farm and natural ly, 
the Bank Manager hoped h e 
wou ld get i t T h e day o f the auc­
t ion, h e was sitting in h is office 
wait ing for news. T h e phone rang 
and it was the farmer. " W e l l " , 
said the bank Manager, " h o w d i d 
you get o n " ? " I d i dn ' t " repl ied 
the farmer " the l i tde nun got it". 
T h e poor Bank Manager near ly 
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h a d a s t r o k e . S i s t e r w e n t t o s e e 
h i m nex t day . " L o ok h e r e , S i s t e r , 
I d i d n ' t s l e e p a w i n k l a s t n igh t , 
t h i n k i n g a b o u t you" . "Wel l " , s h e 
s a i d " I d i d n ' t s t ay a w a k e t h i n k ­
ing a b o u t you, b u t I t h i n k w e 
o u g h t t o s t a r t offby t r u s t i n g e a c h 
o t h e r " . I n d u e c o u r s e , t h e d e b t 
w a s p a i d a n d t h e t h i r t y p e o p l e 
w h o w e r e in t h e " o l d C u a n " go t 
t o w o r k a n d b u i l t ou r p r e s e n t 
lovely l i t t l e h o m e in Athy . 

P e o p l e h a v e c o m e from every 
coun ty in I r e l a n d for h e l p , from 
t h e U .S . a n d G . B . a n d a t t h e 
m o m e n t , w e h a v e a l i t t l e G e r m a n 
gir l . 

I t i s i m p o r t a n t t o r e m e m b e r 
t h a t , a t t h e t i m e . Sr . Cons i l io 
s t a r t e d h e r p l a c e In A t h y , t h e 
only s p e c i a l i s e d a lcohol ic u n i t s in 
t h e R e p u b l i c of I r e l a n d w e r e pr i ­
va t e fee-paying i n s t i t u t i ons . 
T h e s e w e r e n o t only p r i va t e , b u t 
a l so expens ive . For a l l o t h e r alco­
ho l i c s , w h o l a c k e d sufficient 
money , t h e only provis ion w a s 
m e n t a l h o s p i t a l s , w h e r e alco­
ho l i c s cou ld b e m i x e d w i t h ser i ­
ously m e n t a l l y d i s t u r b e d 

p a t i e n t s . T h i s was t h e r ea son , 
s h e s a id "We will s t a r t s o m e ­
t h i n g on our own" . 

I n 1977 , a n o t h e r h o u s e w a s 
acqu i r ed in B r u r e e , Go. L imer ick . 

I n 1 9 8 3 , a t h i r d h o u s e w a s 
opened in Newry, Co. Down. 

For s o m e t i m e , t h e or iginal 
h o u s e in A t h y h a s b e c o m e inade­
qua t e , espec ia l ly t h e s l eep ing 
qua r t e r s , -wh ich w e r e second­
h a n d or t h i r d - h a n d acqu i r ed 
from schoo l s t h e first d a y ever . 
Las t Oc tober , a c o m p l e t e n e w 
bu i ld ing w a s s t a r t e d . As w i t h t h e 
first C u a n M h u i r e , t h e w o r k h a s 
b e e n d o n e b y our own m e n . Our 
Lady s t i l l l ooks after u s . before 
t h e w o r k c o m m e n c e d , o n t h i s 
n e w b u i l d i n g , S i s t e r s a i d , o n e 
day, " w e l l 6 t a r t anyway. We m a y 
have to s t o p for a b i t , if t h e r e ' s no 
money, b u t s o m e h o w , I d o n ' t 
t h i n k O u r L a d y will l e t t h a t h a p ­
p e n " . We expec t i t will b e com­
p l e t e b y S t . P a t r i c k ' s Day. 

If t h e r e i s anybody o u t t h e r e , 
w h o r e a d s t h i s s tory, w h o n e e d s 
h e l p , w i t h d r i n k o r d r u g prob­
l e m s , t h e r e i s h e l p avai lable a t 
Our L a d y ' s H a r b o u r , C u a n 
M h u i r e , o r any of our t h r e e cen­
t r e s . 

1 9 7 1 Military Ball - S e a m i e and Brid le 
Webb, Main Street . 

National Social Service Boa rd , a 
public serv ice b o d y w h i c h p ro ­
m o t e s Information a n d a c c e s s t o 
social serv ices . Everybody h a s 
Information n e e d s a n d , the re fo re , 
everyone i s equal ly encou raged t o 
u s e t h e service. We provide infor­
ma t ion on topics l ike social wel­
fare, h e a l t h services , r edundancy , 
income tax , consumer affairs, a n d 
var ious s c h e m e s a n d services 
a d m i n i s t e r e d by gove rnmen t 
d e p a r t m e n t s , h e a l t h b o a r d s , 
county counci ls , e tc . We also pro­
v ide a w i d e range of appl icat ion 
forms a n d h e l p in filling t h e m in 
if r equ i r ed . An impor t an t fea ture 
of t h e service i s t h e comprehen­
sive n a t u r e of t h e information w e 
supply. For ins tance , a social wel­
fare ques t ion i s l ikely t o have a n 
implicat ion in t h e taxat ion a rea , 
h e a l t h en t i t l emen t s , hous ing 
p rob l ems , or redundancy . 

Opening h o u r s a r e a s follows: 
T u e s d a y a n d Friday, from 11 .30 
a.m. to 12 .30 p . m . a n d 5 p .m . to 6 
p .m. Sa turday , from 11.30 a .m. to 
12.30 p . m . 

T h e u n d e r - m e n t i o n e d volun­
teers ope ra t e t h e c e n t r e a t p re ­
sent : J o h n n y Lyons, c h a i r m a n ; 
K a t h l e e n McBride , co-organiser; 
Sr. A s s u m p t a , co-organiser; Mai 
Murphy, co-deputy organiser a n d 
secre tary ; Mary Donnelly, P.R.O.; 
Ha r ry L a m b e r t , R i t a Murphy, 
Mary H o p k i n s , F rances Maye, 
K a t h l e e n Murphy, Maty Fol l iard , 
K a t h l e e n Waldron, Anne Flana­
gan, Mary Waldron, Nora 
Sweeney, D e i r d r e Diskin , Mar ian 
Regan . Anyone wish ing to 
b e c o m e a volunteer shou ld con­
tac t any of t h e above. New m e m ­
b e r s would b e m o s t welcome. 

Mary Donnelly. 

Citizens Information 
Centre (CIC) 

Parochial Hall , Ballyhaunis. Telephone: (0907) 30212. 

Ap p r o a c h i n g t h e 1 6 t h yea r of 
i t ' s e x i s t e n c e in Ba l lyhaun i s , 

I a m h a p p y t o r e p o r t t h a t t h e Cit­
i zens In fo rma t ion C e n t r e cont in­
u e s t o p r o v i d e a conf ident ia l a n d 
impar t i a l u i fo rmat ion serv ice on 
any subjec t to anyone w h o a s k s . 

T h r o u g h o u t t h e yea r , t h e vol­
u n t e e r s w e r e fully occup ied w i t h 
t h e ac t iv i t i es of t h e c e n t r e a n d 
t h e m a n y c h a n g e s w h i c h Govern­
m e n t l eg i s la t ion , a n d par t i cu la r ly 
t h e b u d g e t , b r o u g h t abou t . 

I n J a n u a r y t h i s yea r , a s in 
1990 , t h e Nat iona l Social Service 
Board p r o v i d e d a spec ia l b u d g e t 
Information p a c k , g iving d e t a i l s 
of all t h e c h a n g e s a n n o u n c e d in 
t h e b u d g e t , in a r e a s of social wel­
fare, h e a l t h se rv ice , t axa t ion , e t c . 
T h i s w a s of e n o r m o u s h e l p to t h e 
vo lun tee r s In d e a l i n g w i t h t h e 
c o n s i d e r a b l e a m o u n t of q u e r i e s 
w h i c h followed. 

I n May, a g r o u p of v o l u n t e e r s 
a t t e n d e d a t r a i n i n g s e m i n a r in 
Sligo, a n d In S e p t e m b e r , t h e cen­
t r e w a s r e p r e s e n t e d b y two m e m ­

b e r s a t t h e Annua l Conference in 
Dubl in . I n October , a spec ia l Citi­
z e n s Informat ion W e e k took 
p lace d u r i n g w h i c h t h e c e n t r e 
w a s o p e n for a n u m b e r of h o u r s 
every d a y a n d n u m e r o u s q u e r i e s 
were d e l t w i t h . 

In b e t w e e n t h e s e even t s , 
in ( HI I lily m e e t i n g s a n d t r a in ing 
s e s s ions w e r e h e l d a n d t h e vol­
u n t e e r s a t t e n d e d for d u t y once a 
fortnight . 

D i e Na t iona l Social Service 
Board , a s a lways w a s o u t s t a n d i n g 
in i t s profess ional b a c k - u p ser­
vice. I t p r o v i d e d s u c h s u p p o r t s a s 
frequent u p - d a t i n g of informat ion 
files, mi mi lily informat ion bul ­
l e t ins , t r a in ing m a t e r i a l for volun­
t ee r s , spec ia l i s t s u p p o r t w i t h 
q u e r i e s , a g r a n t t o w a r d s runn ing 
cos t s a n d pub l i ca t ions s u c h a s 
" E n t i t l e m e n t s for t h e Over Six­
t i e s" . 

T h e C i t i z ens In fo rmat ion Cen­
t re i s t h e local b r a n c h of a nation­
wide n e t w o r k of near ly 8 0 
cen t r e s . I t i s r e g i s t e r e d w i t h t h e 
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Confessions of 
James Agtisttae 

B y J i m m y Cribbin 

Th e ed i to r i a l c o m m i t t e e h a s 
b e e n in fo rmed , t h r o u g h t h e 

c h a i r t h a t a c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r 
a n d s o m e t i m e s c o n t r i b u t o r h a s 
b e e n se rved w i t h a c e n s o r s h i p 
o rde r . T h e s a m e c o m m i t t e e h a s 
fu r the r b e e n in formed t h r o u g h 
t h e s a m e c h a n n e l s t h a t t h e s a m e 
c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r h a s , b y h i s 
fai lure t o accep t a m o n e t a r y con­
t r ibu t ion , c a u s e d f lnanaclal l o s s 
to t h e s a id c o m m i t t e e . 

A c o m m i s s i o n of inqui ry h a s 
b e e n s e t u p t o i nqu i r e i n to t h o s e 
a n d r e l a t e d m a t t e r s u n d e r t h e 
c h a i r m a n s h i p of Mr. J o h n Beisty. 
G e r r y Cr ibb in , dec l in ing t h e pos t , 
a s h e felt t h a t h i s s u r n a m e m i g h t 
c o m e in to conflict w i t h h i s impar ­
t ial i ty. 

Meanwhi l e , t h e p e r s o n con­
c e r n e d h a s b e e n g r o u n d e d , b u t 
h a s a g r e e d to give a b r i e f in ter­
view. T h e following i s t r a n s c r i b e d 
from a t a p e r e c o r d i n g - t h i s i s a 
m a t t e r of " s u b j u d i c e " s o t h e y say 
b u t ' t is no j o k e s i t t i ng h e r e in 
l i m b o guil ty u n t i l p roven inno­
cen t , r e s d e s s for n e w s a n d D o m 
M u r p h y on s t r i k e , t ry ing t o k e e p 
body a n d soul t o g e t h e r , a n d try­
ing t o k e e p a b r e a s t of t h e m a r ­
k e t s wor ldwide , b y r e a d i n g " T h e 
W e s t e r n " a n d " T h e F a r E a s t " . 

T h e to i le t rol l i s gone , t h e y 
took t h e lot , a n y t h i n g t h a t cou ld 
b e u s e d a s p a p e r . T h e r e a r e j u s t 
two p i e c e s of p a r c h e m e n t t h e y 
m a y find useful in t h e i r effort to 
i m c r i m i n a t e m e w i t h r e g a r d s to 
t h e c e n s o r s h i p i s sue - a p o s t c a r d 
m y b r o t h e r s e n t m e from "su r fe r s 
p a r a d i s e " ( t h e one u s e d on s t age 
in a n a t t e m p t t o ge t P a t Doyle 
a n d J o h n G e o r g e l augh ing ) a n d a 
l e t t e r from a dea r ly d e p a r t e d 
b a n k m a n a g e r c l app ing a censor­
s h i p o r d e r on m e , p r o h i b i t i n g m e 
from engaging in l i t e r a ry endeav­
o u r s re la t ing t o m a t t e r s of wr i t ing 
ou t c h e q u e s . T h e p r o s e w a s du l l 
a n d un insp i r ing , b u t c rys ta l c lea r 
t h e m e s s a g e . I t r e p e a t e d s o m e 
advice I go t m a n y y e a r s ago from 
a n a m e s a k e a n d sen io r c i t i zen of 
T o g h e r " B e h e l l a n d b e h e l l , if 
you c a n ' t pay for a t h i n g d o wi th­
ou t i t" . 

I t is w h e n t h e c o m m i s s i o n 
s t a r t s a t t e m p t i n g to e s t a b l i s h t h e 
facts s u r r o u n d i n g t h e s h o r t a g e of 
f igures tha t I will b e ca l l ing m y 
first w i tnes s , in t h e p e r s o n of my 

s o m e t i m e s , next -door-neighbour , 
Michae l Griffin. T o e s t ab l i s h h i s 
c r e d e n t i a l s a s a c r ed ib l e wi tness , 
h e r e i s a profile of t h e m a n - Gal­
way by b i r t h , Mayo b y adopt ion , 
s ince h e m a r r i e d Br id i e Lyons of 
Redford . H i s b u l s n e s s In t e re s t s 
a r e in Manches t e r , w h e r e h e is 
e n g a g e d in t h e m o t o r t r a d e . H i s 
hol iday h o m e is in J o h n s t o w n . 
I t s s i tua t ion gives h i m a good 
v iew of t h e locality. H i s k e e n 
in te l lec t gives h i m a good view of 
t h e locals , h e m a k e s severa l t r i p s 
h o m e e a c h yea r w i t h h i s wife a n d 
m e m b e r s of h i s family. I t i s no t 
u n u s u a l to g e t advance not ice of 
h i s coming. I h a v e b e e n en thus i ­
as t ica l ly informed on m o r e t h a n 
one occasion a n d by m o r e t h a n 
o n e p e r s o n t h a t "Griffin i s com­
ing h o m e " . H e is a soc iab le m a n 
w h o l i kes to socia l ise . I t w a s dur­
ing one of h i s r ecen t t r i p s h o m e 
t h a t h e o rgan i sed a n i g h t ou t for 
h i s f r iends a n d ne ighbour s . T h e 
v e n u e w a s "McSui r t a ins" . T h e 
m e n u would h a v e left no unp leas ­
a n t after-effects h a d i t b e e n 
t r e a t e d w i t h c i rcumspec t ion . T h e 
d r i n k l e d t o lively b a n t e r , wh ich , 
in t u r n , l e d t o a sing-song. As t o 
t h e s inging, wel l , I ag r ee wi th 
J i m Fi tzgera ld , w h o w a s p r e s e n t 
a n d wi th w h o m I d i s c u s s e d t h e 
" r e c i t a l " w h e n we m e t a few days 
l a t e r , " t h e l e s s sa id , t h e b e t t e r " . 

Michae l ' s p roposa l s for dea l ing 
w i t h t h e p rob l em of b a t c h e l o r 
f a r m e r s a t t r a c t e d m o r e s i lence 
t h a n h i s s inging. H e is well in 
t u n e w i t h t h e fact t h a t m a n y of 
t h e act ivi t ies in t h e count rys ide 
a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e a r e influ­
e n c e d by d i rec t ives a n d incen­
t ives of t h e E.C. T h e in t roduct ion 
of s o m e form of E.C. h e a d a g e 
p a y m e n t a s a n incentive t o t hose 
g e n d e m e n to g e t m a r r i e d w a s 
one of t h e many i d e a s h e p u t for­
w a r d . Many of h i s i d e a s a r e no t 
u n w o r t h y of fur ther cons idera­
t ion. Michael Griffin t a lked a lot 
on t h e subject , b u t h e will t a lk a 
lo t m o r e before h e convinces 
t h o s e conce rned t h a t t h e y should 
exchange t h e l i m i t e d ce r t a in t i e s 
of s ingle life for t h e un l imi t ed 
unce r t a in t i e s of m a r r i e d life. T h e 
b e a u r u c r a t s in Brusse l s will fill 
m a n y a w a s t e p a p e r b a s k e t wi th 
b a l l s of p a p e r before t h e y come 
u p w i t h a formula t h a t will con­

v ince t h o s e s a m e g e n d e m e n t h a t 
benef i t s c a n b e r e a p e d b y c e d i n g 
t i d e to h a l f t h e i r l a n d a n d a t t h e 
s a m e t i m e d o u b l i n g t h e i r r e s p o n ­
sibi l i ty a n d d i s m a n t l i n g t h e i r 
i n d e p e n d e n c e . Michae l i n d i c a t e d 
t h a t h e w o u l d love t o h a v e a p ic ­
t u r e of t h o s e fellows s t a n d i n g in 
t h e spo t l i gh t a s t h e o rgan p l ays 
" H e r e C o m e s T h e B r i d e " . H e h a s 
a b e t t e r c h a n c e of acqu i r ing a 
P icasso . T h e e n t i r e even ing w a s 
n o t confined t o d i s c u s s i n g o n e 
subject , w e even t a l k e d a b o u t 
" T h e Magaz ine" . H e w a s compl i ­
m e n t a r y in h i s r e m a r k s a n d i s a 
regu la r r e a d e r . I n c o m m o n w i t h 
o t h e r m e m b e r s of t h e c o m m i t t e e , 
I a m a lways on t h e lookou t for 
wi t ty p e o p l e w h o m i g h t wr i t e a 
few p a r a g r a p h s for u s . I t h o u g h t I 
h a d s t u m b l e d on t o s o m e t h i n g 
(everybody w a s s t u m b l i n g a t t h i s 
s tage) . An inqui ry w a s m a d e a s 
w h e t h e r h e would l e t u s h a v e a 
cont r ibu t ion , "ce r t a in ly" p u t t i n g 
t h e h a n d in to t h e h i p p o c k e t a n d 
p roduc ing t h e wal le t . Now t h e 
wal le t d i d n o t con ta in t h e k i n d of 
p a p e r I h a d in m i n d a n d I 
exp la ined t h a t i t w a s a l i t e r a ry 
cont r ibu t ion , r a t h e r t h a n a m o n e y 
cont r ibu t ion t h a t I w a s i n t e r e s t e d 
in a n d d e c l i n e d h i s offer. 

I t is h e r e , w e r eve r t b a c k t o fic­
t ion, a s t h e c o m m i s s i o n r e s u m e s 
i t s inqui ry - e n q u i r i e s a b o u t 
money - n o t h i n g n e w - a s t h e 
a m o u n t of m o n e y in c i rcu la t ion 
inc reases , t h e n u m b e r of 
inqu i r i es i nc rea se propor t ional ly . 

I n t h e p r e s e n t ca se , t h e e d i t o ­
r ia l c o m m i t t e e of A n n a g h Maga­
z ine c la im t o h a v e los t r e v e n u e b y 
m y act ion, a n d / o r inact ion. I 
m a i n t a i n I h a d no a u t h o r i t y t o 
accept - t h e y m a i n t a i n I h a d no 
au thor i ty t o refuse. I m a k e a d i s ­
t inct ion b e t w e e n l i t e r a ry cont r i ­
bu t ion a n d m o n e t a r y 
cont r ibu t ion . T h e y m a k e n o s u c h 
d i s t inc t ion , c l a i m i n g t h a t , s i nce a 
l i te rary con t r ibu t ion c a n n o t b e 
" p u t t o b e d " w i t h o u t a m o n e t a r y 
cont r ibu t ion , a n d t h a t t h e two a r e 
t h u s t h e p a r e n t s of a pub l i ca t ion . 
C o n s e q u e n d y , n o d i s t i nc t ion c a n 
b e m a d e b e t w e e n d i e two pa r ­
e n t s , t h e y r a n k a s e q u a l a n d t h a t 
s ince I l i ad a r i g h t t o accep t l i t e r ­
ary con t r ibu t ions , I h a d t h e r i g h t 
to accep t a m o n e t a r y con t r ibu­
t ion. T h a t t h e p ro d u c t i o n of a 
wal le t c o n s t i t u t e s a c o n t r a c t i s 
t h e mot ion p re sen t ìy b e i n g 
d e b a t e d . T h e old cow n o d s h e r 
h e a d , s h e is p robably in con­
t e m p t - I ' l l m i l k h e r yet , even 
t h o u g h s h e can k i c k l ike a b a l l e t 
dance r . We m u s t move a long 
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Cast of 1969 production of comedy 'Dry Rot ' by the pupils of St. Patrick's College, Ballyhaunis. Back row. Padraic Comer 
(Ballinlough), Padraig Brennan (Gurteen), John Kelly (Knock), Ray Folliard (Coolnaha), Henry Byrne, R.LP. (Knock). Front 
row: Ger Lyons (Abbey Street), John Canty (Knock), Michael Cleary (Clare S t ) , John Glavey (Aghamore), Seamus Connell 
i D e v U s ) ' Photo supplied by Fr. Kieran Waldron. 

Confessions of James 
Augustine 

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 
quickly , t h c b u d g e t for t h i s i s £ 2 
a n d w h e n i t s r e p o r t is p u b l i s h e d , 
t h e q u e s t i o n will b e a s k e d " h o w 
cou ld s o l i t t l e c o s t s o m u c h , a n d 
w h y inqu i re s o m u c h w i t h o u t (IrsI 
m a k i n g a l l tUe inqui ry a s to 
w h i t h e r t h c a m o u n t Involved w a s 
very m u c h o r very l i t t l e " ? Ti l ls Is 
eas i ly a n s w e r e d . Because t h e r e is 
n o answer . 

It is m y c o n t e n t i o n t h a t Mr. 
Griffin, b e i n g a long e s t a b l i s h e d 
a n d p r u d e n t b u s i n e s s m a n would 
have o p e n e d h i s wa l le t , t a k e n a 
p r o p e r a u d i t a n d t h e n m a d e u p 
h i s m i n d a s to t h c s i ze of h i s 
m o n e t a r y c o n t r i b u t i o n . Matty wit-
n c s s c s s will b e p r o d u c e d to prove 
t h a t on t h i s occas ion h e d i d not 
open h i s wa l l e t . 

At t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t of t h e 
evening, h e h a d o p e n e d h i s wal­

let on three separate occasions to 
buy three rounds In rapid succes­
sion. Tlu- locals still have some­
thing that i s rapidly going out of 
fashion - a s e n s e of decency. 
When we are in the company of 
decent people , we expect them to 
buy their round and no more. 
When wc are in the company of 
other catagorics of people , we 
expect tli«.-iii to buy their round 
and no l e s s . After h e had bought 
thc third round wc e lbowed one 
anoi hi-r and dec ided that if nec­
essary, strong arm tactics would 
be used to restrain htm from fur­
ther interfering with h i s wallet. 
It did not cross our m i n d s at the 
t ime that, involved here were 
i s sues related to the constitu­
tional r ights at tached to private 
property. That will give the old 
cow someth ing to c h e w on, but 

she i s not a bad o ld girl. Indeed , 
there are t imes w h e n s h e is a 
great girl. When truth and just ice 
are abandoned, s h e b e c o m e s 
their foster-mother, 

"Turn that thing off". I have 
told you more than I shou ld and 
a lot more than I thought I 
would. I must rush now and join 
the queue to post m y U.S. v isa 
application. Spain w a s a poplular 
spot with our crew once, but I am 
out of that league now. That bank 
manager put m e out of liquida­
tion before I could afford to go 
into l iquidation. I could have 
given my envelope to that politi­
cian w h o i s taking sackfulls of 
them to Virginia. H e s e e m s to b e 
an honest kind of polit ician w h o 
cannot b e accused o f engaging in 
a cheap vote catching exercise 
unless h e Intends to stay over 
there. 

You are only trying to draw m e 
out now, l ike Michael Griffin, and 
you haven't even bought a round 
yet!!! 
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The Coventry Connection 
Th e r e h a s b e e n a c lose connec­

t ion b e t w e e n Ba l lyhaun i s a n d 
Coven t ry for m a n y d e c a d e s , b u t 
p e r h a p s , a n even c lose r t i e b e g a n 
to e m e r g e from 1 9 6 3 o n w a r d s . 

Mick M e e h a n a n d I t r ave l l ed t o 
Eng land u n d e r t h e superv i s ion of 
o u r g u i d e a n d m e n t o r , K i e r a n 
B e n s o n , w h o s t a g e - m a n a g e d ou r 
t r a v e l a r r a n g e m e n t s f rom " T h e 
S t a t i on" t o t h e m i d d l e of Coven­
t ry , a t t h a t p o i n t m y l a t e a u n t , 
M r s . C h r i s t i n e S p e l l m a n t o o k 
over t h e m a n t l e . 

W i t h o u r a r r i v a l t o t h e M i d -
l a u d s ci ty in t h e Oc tobe r of t h a t 
y e a r , a b a s e wa6 e s t a b l i s h e d , 
a l be i t u n k n o w n t o o u r s e l v e s , for 
m a n y m o r e Ba l lyhaun i s p e o p l e to 
follow. We soon a c q u a i n t e d our­
s e l v e s w i t h T o m G l a v e y , D o n l e 
M u l c a h y , J o h n G r e a l l y a n d 
B e r n a r d F o r d e , w h o , a t t h a t t i m e , 
h e l d a p r o m i n e n t p o s i t i o n w i t h 
C o v e n t r y B u d d i n g S o c i e t y , a n d 
p l a y e d a b i g p a r t in offering h i s 
s o u n d adv i ce a n d a l so in afford­
ing mor tgage faci l i t ies t o any Bal­
l yhaun i s p e r s o n w h o a p p r o a c h e d 
h i m . 

T o m M e e h a n , M i c h a e l a n d 
S e a n W a l d r o n fo l lowed in 1 9 6 6 
a n d s h o r t l y a f t e r , J o h n M e e h a n 
s n r . , T o m F o r d e a n d E b b W a l ­
d r o n , R . I . P . , a p p e a r e d o n t h e 
s c e n e . A b o u t t h a t t i m e , J o h n 
M e e h a n j n r . c a m e t o C o v e n t r y , 
i n d e e d i t w a s w i t h d e e p r e g r e t 
t h a t w e l e a r n e d of h i s u n t i m e l y 
d e a t h l a s t M a r c h , w h i c h c a u s e d 
t r e m e n d o u s s a d n e s s t o a l l w h o 
k n e w h i m h e r e i n C o v e n t r y 

B y B e r n i e K e a n e 

( R I . P . ) . W i t h t h e ar r iva l of Den­
n i s H a n n o n , M i k e H e r r , K e v i n 
J o r d a n , B e r n i e W a l d r o n , K e v i n 
M e e h a n a n d M a r t i n G r o g a n , t o 
t h e c i ty , w e s u r e l y fe l t w e n o w 
h a d a f o r m i d a b l e force from our 
h o m e town in our m i d s t . Fo r be t ­
t e r o r w o r s e , a l l t h o s e m e n t i o n e d 
played tìieir p a r t , in no s m a l l way 
to p r o c e e d t o c h a n g e t h e skyl ine 
of C o v e n t r y , I k n o w t h e r e a r e 
t h o s e w h o w o u l d say , for w o r s e , 
b u t a l l t h e b u i l d i n g s a r e s t i l l 
s t a n d i n g today , oidy ju s t ! 

T h e c l o s e s t t i e a n e m i g r a n t c a n 
have w i t h h i s / h e r b a c k r o u n d a n d 
c u l t u r e i s b y g e t t i n g i n v o l v e d 
wi th a G.A.A. c l u b , a n d t h e Roger 
C a s e m e n t s c l u b p r o v i d e d s u c h a 
pla t form for u s h e r e in Coventry. 
S h o r d y a f te r j o i n i n g t h e c l u b in 
1964 we v i s i t ed I r e l a n d annual ly 
to play di f ferent c lubs in h u r l i n g 
a n d football . Wi th t h e s t rong con­
t i n g e n t of B a l l y h a u n i s p l a y e r s 
a n d officials w i t h i n t h e c l u b w e 
s e c u r e d a n invi tat ion t o p lay Bal­
lyhaun i s in Coventry in 1967 , llt-
d e d i d one rea l i se , t h a t t h a t w a s 
t h e s t a r t of a c l o s e a n d l a s t i n g 
f r i e n d s h i p b e t w e e n b o t h c l u b s , 
w h i c h I a m p l e a s e d , ex is t s t o t h e 
p r e s e n t day . Many t r i p s b e t w e e n 
b o t h c l u b s e n s u e d , a n d e a c h one 
h o l d s pa r t i cu l a r h a p p y m e m o r i e s 
of even t s w h i c h cont inue to b e a 
foca l p o i n t w h e n e v e r o u r c l u b 
m e m b e r s m e e t . W i t h t h e c h a i r ­
m a n s h i p o f R o g e r C a s e m e n t s 
c l u b b e i n g h e l d a t p r e s e n t b y 

M a r t i n G r o g a n , I a m s u r e t h a t 
m a n y m o r e s u c h t r i p s wi l l t a k e 
p lace In t h e future . 

Over t h e y e a r s , a n u m b e r of t h e 
a fo remen t ioned have r e t u r n e d to 
B a l l y h a u n i s to t a k e u p e m p l o y ­
m e n t t h e r e , a n d whi l e i t i s g ra t i ­
fying t o s e e e m i g r a n t s r e t u r n i n g 
from w h e n c e t h e y c a m e , one can­
no t b u t feel a t inge of s a d n e s s a t 
t h e i r d e p a r t u r e from h e r e . 

I t i s o f t e n h i g h l i g h t e d t o u s 
h e r e t h a t t h e Ba l lyhaunis peop le 
a r e ve ry " c l a n n i s h " b e c a u s e you 
r a r e l y , if e v e r , s e e o n e w i t h o u t 
a n o t h e r , p e r h a p s t h a t i s t h e b e s t 
c o m p l i m e n t of all t h a t t h e Coven­
t ry c i t i z en s cou ld pay to u s . 

I a m we l l a w a r e of t h e m a n y 
m o r e Bal lyhaunis peop le r e s id ing 
in C o v e n t r y t h a t h a v e n o t b e e n 
m e n t i o n e d in t h i s s h o r t t r ea t i s e , 
all of w h o m h a v e p layed t h e i r b i g 
p a r t i n p r o m o t i n g t h e t o w n of 
Ba l lyhaunis t o t h e people of t h e i r 
a d o p t e d city. 

D u e to t h e for thcoming second 
gene ra t i on , t h e Coventry connec­
t ion looks s ecu re a n d s t i l l s t a n d s 
f i r m in t h e p r e s e n t d a y . W h o 
k n o w s ? p e r h a p s t h e r e m a y b e a 
twinn ing in t h e offing, s o m e day 
in t h e future 

Bal lyhaunis 
Br idge Club 

Te Br idge C l u b m e e t s every 
T u e s d a y n i g h t in Billys N i g h t 

Club , Main S t a t 8 o ' c l o c k A t 
p r e s e n t we h a v e a b o u t 6 0 m e m ­
b e r s a n d n e w m e m b e r s a r e 
always we lcome . T h e cap t a in t h i s 
year i s Mrs . M a u r a B u r k e a n d t h e 
P r e s i d e n t is Mrs . K a t h l e e n 
Lyons. T r e a s u r e r is Mrs . C. Flat-
ley a n d T o u r n a m e n t Di rec to r i s 
Mrs . Angela Joyce . T h e 'B r idge 
yea r ' usua l ly l a s t s from t h e e n d 
of S e p t e m b e r t o t h e b e g i n n i n g of 
May a n d w h a t m o r e re lax ing way 
of s p e n d i n g a W i n t e r ' s even ing 
t h a n a p l e a s a n t g a m e of c a r d s 
wi th f r iends! We h a v e severa l 
major c o m p e t i t i o n s t l i r oughou t 
t h e s eason a n d a r e i n d e b t e d to 
our local b a n k s for t h e i r sponsor­
s h i p of a very popu la r ' B a n k e r s 
Night ' . T h e w i n n e r s of t h e Cap­
t a i n ' s Pr ize for 1 9 9 1 w a s Mr. 
Michael C a m e r o n a n d t h e P res i ­
d e n t ' s P r i ze was won b y p a r t n e r s , 
T h o m a s Cr ibb in a n d Michae l 
Lyons. 

J o a n Flynn, H o n . Secre ta ry . 

August, 1991 - Ballyhaunis in Coventry: Back row (left right): Tom Forde, Tom 
Glavey, Bernard Keane, Mar t in Grogan, Kevin Jordan, Ciaran Benson and 
Michael Meehan. Front row (left/right): Reuben Sykes, Tom Meehan, Frankie 
Dillon and Kevin Meehan. 
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W e r e t J h o s 

B y A n t h o n y R o b i n s o n 

APART from t h e fact t h a t I 
could no t re fuse J o h n n y 

Bles ty , (could anyone? ) , w h e n 
a s k e d t o w r i t e a n a r t i c l e for 
ANNAGH, I d o c o n s i d e r i t a n 
h o n o u r a s a na t ive t o b e a s k e d to 
con t r i bu t e . T h e o l d e r w e ge t , t h e 
m o r e we r e a l i s e t h a t t h e m e m o r y 
can play t r i c k s on u s . S o m e of m y 
reco l lec t ions w h i c h follow wil l , I 
fear, fall t o i n c l u d e s o m e pe r son ­
a l i t i e s a n d i n c i d e n t s of m y ear ly 
y e a r s in B a l l y h a u n i s , b u t I will 
r e l a t e t h o s e m e m o r i e s w h i c h 
quickly e m e r g e , a n d m a y b e a s I 
wr i t e , s o m e o t h e r s will r e sur face 
from t h e b a c k of m y m i n d . 

O u r h o u s e , w h i c h m y f a t h e r 
b u i l t in 1 9 3 0 , s t ood m o r e or l e s s 
i so la ted on t h e C l a r e R o a d . I t 
w a s in l a t e r y e a r s t h a t t h e Cin­
e m a , t h e D a n c e H a l l a n d 
F reyne ' s G a r a g e w e r e b u i l t , a n d 
t h e s e s e r v e d to m y young m i n d , 
t o m a k e our h o u s e feel t o b e t h e n 
p a r t of t h e t o w n p r o p e r . T h e ear­
l i e s t m e m o r y I h a v e , i s t h e t a l k of 
t h e o u t b r e a k of w a r , a n d no t 
b e i n g q u i t e 4 y e a r s of a g e a t t h a t 
t i m e , I d i d no t , of c o u r s e , fully 
r ea l i s e h o w t i l l s even t cou ld 
effect ou r l ives . B u t it s h o r t l y 
a f t e rwards c r e a t e d a w a r for m e 
personal ly , a s I h a d t o b a t t l e m y 
way a g a i n s t a va r i e ty of b r e e d s of 
dog , e a c h S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g , in 
m y b a r e feet , t o t h e far e n d of 
town to t h e s h o p of m y a u n t , 
Br idge t Fo rkan , w i t h m y ra t ion 
book, to co l lec t ou r week ly alloca­
t ion of a h a l f p o u n d of t e a a n d 
two p o u n d s of sugar . T i l l s weekly 
ba t t l e h a d i t s c o m p e n s a t i o n , a s 
m y b i g - h e a r t e d a u n t a lways gave 
m e a s w e e t o r two - a b i g t r e a t in 
t h o s e days . I c a n reca l l t h a t a l so 
p a r t of S a t u r d a y s h o p p i n g d u t i e s 
in t h o s e y e a r s w a s t o J a c k 
O 'Br ien in W e b b ' s , Cyril Coyne in 
t h e S q u a r e a n d to M r s . Murray in 
Cla re S t r e e t , w h o a lways took a n 
imaginary cu r l from m y h e a d a n d 
t u c k e d i t b e h i n d h e r ea r . 

School 
T h e m o s t ab id ing m e m o r i e s 

w h i c h I h a v e of m y school d a y s 
a r e t h e yea r I w a s t a u g h t by Mrs . 
Fahy in s e c o n d c l a s s a t t h e Bally­
h a u n i s N .S . a n d b e i n g t a u g h t by 
h e r b r o t h e r , J i m O'Dwyer , for 
t h r e e y e a r s a t Coolnafarna 
School . T o t h i s day I h a v e 

r e t a i n e d m u c h of t h e ins t ruc t ion 
l e a r n e d from t h e s e two t e a c h e r s . 
Dur ing m y t i m e a t t e n d i n g Cool­
nafarna t h e r e were ab o u t twen ty 
o t h e r pup i l s t ravel l ing t h e 6 
mi l e s r o u n d t r i p e a c h day from 
t h e town, s u c h was t h e r epu ta ­
t ion w h i c h J i m O'Dwyer ' s t each ­
ing h a d ea rned . H e h i m s e l f a l so 
t ravel led by bicycle e a c h d a y 
from Bal lyhaunis . As a p a s t s t a r 
w i th t h e Mayo t e a m wh ich 
r e a c h e d t h e Al l - I re land Final in 
1932, a n d w h i c h t o u r e d t h e 
U . S A , J i m O'Dwyer of cour se 
a lso gave u s t h e benef i t of h i s 
football knowledge a n d took 
g rea t d e l i g h t in a r rang ing 
m a t c h e s w i t h t h e town t e a m . 
With s u c h p layers a s J o e Webb , 
Michael Murphy a n d Sean 
Moran, ou r t e a m w a s well capab le 
of t ak ing on t h e b e s t of t h e m . B u t 
it w a s a s a School Mas te r t h a t 
J i m O'Dwyer excel led , a n d w h e n 
I s a t for var ious examina t ions in 
t h e following years , I was very 
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Three Officers from the L.D.F. during the War, photographed in Main Street 
On the left is my father, Tim Robinson; in the centre, Tommy Byrne, and on the 
right, my School Master, Jimmy O'Dwyer. 
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"Were those the days"? 

My brother, Michael, on the right, and myself, taken in 1945, on the roadside 
across from our house. The Convent hill can be seen in the background, and over 
the wall was Ellic O'Brien's field, now occupied by Keane's Kitchens. 
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g l ad to b e ab le t o recal l m u c h of 
h i s t e a c h i n g s in M a t h e m a t i c s , 
Eng l i sh , I r i s h , H i s to ry a n d Geog­
r a p h y w h i c h h e h a d ins t i l l ed into 
our b r a i n s in t h e 1940 ' s . 

G a m e s 

I n w h a t ' s ca l led El l ie O 'Br ien ' s 
field, now occupied by K e a n e ' s 
K i t c h e n s a n d Ha la l , we in Clare 
S t r e e t , h a d our own s p o r t s s ta ­
d i u m . H e r e w e h a d our a th l e t i c s 
t r ack , comple t e w i t h Jumping pi t , 
our football p i t ch a n d ou r 
R o u n d e r s cour t , in add i t i on t o 
p laying any o t h e r g a m e w h i c h 
t ook ou r fancy. I n al l act ivi t ies , 
t h e g i r l s took a s act ive a p a r t a s 
t h e boys , even in t h e u s u a l d i s ­
p u t e s a n d fights. F u r t h e r over t h e 
River Da lgan r u n s t o Join t h e 
C la re , a n d t h i s r iver a l so gave 
hour s of e n t e r t a i n m e n t t o t h e 
Cla re S t r e e t gang. A favourite 
g a m e was , of course , t h e Jumping 
of t h e r iver on to t h e Convent 
b a n k , a n d b a c k again, w h i c h gave 
r i se t o a r ace over a s t e e p l e c h a s e 
course . T h e r iver was a lso a good 
t r o u t f ishing a t t rac t ion a n d 
e x p e r t s were ab le t o actual ly 
s n a r e t h e t rou t b y rod from t h e 
r iver b a n k . Along t h i s r iver a l so 
s w a m wa te r h e n s , d u c k s , swans 
a n d c r anes . T h e r u s h e s on t h e 
u p p e r field was a h o m e for such 
wi ld life a s t h e co rnc rake . T h e 
h i l l s a t t h e r e a r of t h e C l a r e 
R o a d w e r e idea l for ou tdoo r 
g a m e s of all t ypes in p a r t i c u l a r 
t h e favourite of "Cowboys a n d 
I n d i a n s " . We h a d our own 
wooden g u n s a n d b o w s a n d 
a r rows of r o d s a n d twine . I n t h e 
snow t h e h i l l s w e r e n a t u r a l r u n s 
for s l e i g h s a n d m a n y a t u m b l e 
w a s t a k e n on t h e d e s c e n t . Of 
cour se t h e h i l l s a n d f ie lds w e r e 
i d e a l for b l a c k b e r r i e s , s l o e s a n d 
m a n y o t h e r b e r r i e s , a n d fu r the r 
over t h e h i l l s w e h a d ou r r egu la r 
t r i p s to Mul l igan ' s wood w h e r e 
t h e h a z e l n u t was t h e b i g a t t r ac ­
t ion. Many h o u r s w e r e a l s o s p e n t 
in Brod Byrne ' s s t r e a m on t h e 
C la re R o a d , c a t c h i n g l i b e e n s a n d 
b r ing ing t h e m h o m e in j a m j a r s . 

A c o m m o n occu r r ence o n a 
S u n d a y m o r n i n g w a s a h u r l i n g 
m a t c h on t h e r o a d w i t h t h e goa ls 
a t e a c h e n d d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e 
E S B po les . As t h e r e w e r e n o c a r s 
t h e only in t e r rup t ion t o p lay w a s 
t h e arr ival for l a s t M a s s of t r a p s , 
s i d e c a r s , c a r t s or b icyc les . A rea l 
h u r l e y was a r a r e s igh t , a s m o s t 
of u s p l ayed w i t h p l a n k s , t r e e 
b r a n c h e s , o ld wa lk ing s t i c k s or 
any o t h e r su i t ab l e i m p l e m e n t . 

Very often w e d i d n o t h a v e a ba l l 
t o p lay w i th , b u t a t i n c a n , po l i sh 
t in , a l u m p of wood o r even a 
fairly r o u n d s t o n e w e r e a l l accept ­
ab l e a n d gave u s m a n y h o u r s of 
e n j o y m e n t W h e n w e co u l d no 
longer u s e O 'Br i en ' s Held for our 
football g a m e s , we m a n a g e d t o 
s n e a k in to o n e of B r o d Byrne ' s 
f ields. We d i d g r a d u a t e in to s o m e 
g a m e s w i t h o t h e r a r e n a s , a n d 
w h i l e our key p l aye r s w e r e t h e 
Foudys a n d Glynns , w e a l so h a d 
p r o m i s i n g w e e l a d s in T h o m a s 
Lyons, Michea l S m i t h , K ie ran 
Freyne a n d of c o u r s e d i e m a n 
w i t h t h e l e tha l left foot, E a m o n 
" P a u l " Mea th . Our l e a t h e r foot­
ba l l in t h o s e d a y s w a s s u p p l i e d , 
a n d r e p a i r e d , by m y s h o e m a k e r 
unc le J i m m y McGrea l . I t b e c a m e 
s o heavy in w e t c o n d i t i o n s , t h a t a 
3 0 ya rd k i ck w a s a n except iona l 

a ch i evemen t . My l a t e b r o t h e r 
Michea l a n d mysel f u s e d our own 
b a c k y a rd a s a s o r t of indoor s ta­
d i u m , in w h i c h w e p l a y e d tenn is , 
c r icket , h a n d b a l l , soccer a n d 
hur l ing . H e w a s a S p o r t s fanat ic 
a n d I h a v e n o d o u b t if h e w a s 
alive today h e would b e a s e r i o u s 
cha l l enge r t o J i m m y McGee . 

Families 
On m e e t i n g p e o p l e from t h e 

m o d e r n Ba l lyhaun i s , I no t ice 
t h e i r s u r p r i s e w h e n I te l l t h e m 
my n a m e is Robinson , a n d a 
nat ive of C la re S t r e e t Whi l e I 
know t h a t s u c h family n a m e s of 
my young d a y s a s D o n n e l l a n s a n d 
Griffins st i l l survive in C la re 
S t r ee t , I w o n d e r h o w m a n y of t h e 
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My father built our house on the Clare Road, in 1930, and this group was pho­
tographed outside the house, in Ballyhaunis, on Sunday, July 17th. 1932. From 
the left, they are - my uncle, Jimmy McGreal; my mother and father; Fr. 
Brendan, a friend of the family, who was killed only one month later; John 
Foody, and on the extreme right, my grandfather, Pat McGreal, a native of 
Knock, who operated his shoe-making business in Clare Street, where Grogan's 
is now located, and where the family of twelve McGreals were reared. The rail­
ings at the front of our garden were removed when the County Council widened 
the road some years later, and acquired part of our front garden. In the back­
ground, on the right, can be seen the house of Pat O'Boyle, which was located at 
the back of the site, now occupied by the E.S.B. Offices, and on the site on the left 
is now located Donnellan s Funeral Home. 
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I t a l so w a s t h e occasion w h e n t h e 
Pr ior r e q u e s t e d t h e locals to 
d o n a t e gold a n d jewellry so t h a t 
t h e p i c t u r e of Our Lady of Good 
Counse l cou ld b e ado rned . I 
r e m e m b e r m y m o t h e r donat ing 
h e r m o t h e r ' s w e d d i n g r ing a n d 
s o m e o t h e r smal l i t e m s w h i c h 
s h e h a d , a n d t h e r e su l t of t h e 
r e s p o n s e from t h e local people 
can b e s e e n to t h i s day on t h e 
f rame a n d t h e c rowns on t h e pic­
t u r e on t h e a l t a r in t h e Abbey. 
1 9 4 8 a l so m a r k e d t h e arrival of 
Fr. De laney t o t h e Friary. 

B u t football d o m i n a t e d our 
young l ives hi t h e 1940 's . We 
l e a r n e d of t h e g rea t feats of t h e 
local m e n on t h e Mayo t e a m s 
ear ly in t h e cen tu ry - J a c k a n d 
P a d d y Wald ron , George Delaney, 
Tom F o r d e a n d our clan m e m b e r , 
T o m Robinson . J a c k Wald ron ' s 
te l l ing of t h e i r exper iences w h e n 
r e a c h i n g a n d playing in t h e 1916 
All I r e l and Final would m a k e 
g rea t copy for d i e m o d e r n jour­
nal is t . 

My ear ly recollect ion of Bally­
h a u n i s football i s a t t e n d i n g 
m a t c h e s hi Toora ree , a t t h e old 
Racecourse a n d on t h e Cherry­
field Road p a s t t he Railway Sta­
t ion. N a m e s w h i c h sp r ing to 
m i n d a r e Mart in Hannon, E d d i e 
Webb , J a r l a t h Waldron, Ph i l ip 

Morley, Vincen t Caulfield a n d 
D a n Moran. I n l a t e r yea r s t h e 
n a m e s I recal l inc lude Ber t ie 
Lynch, P a d d y Waldron , Georgie 
Delaney, Ado Kenny, Alber t 
Lyons, Noel Waldron, Pad ra ig 
" S y s t e m " Hannon , J o e Webb, 
P a d o Moran, P a d d y J o r d a n a n d 
t h e Byrnes . We were to ld t h a t 
Bal lyhaunis h a d no t won a 
County T i d e for near ly 4 0 years . 
On to t h e scene c a m e P a d d y Wal­
dron, a n d h i s g r e a t e n t h u s i a s m 
was t h e dr iving force b e h i n d t h e 
Bal lyhaunis Minor t e a m of 1950 
which r e a c h e d t h e County Final 
a n d only los t In a replay to Bal­
l ina in controvers ia l c i rcum­
s tances . Bu t t h i s m a r k e d t h e 
dawning of a n e w e r a for t h e Bal­
lyhaunis Club, a n d wi th , in add i ­
t ion to P a d d y Waldron, s u c h m e n 
as Mick O'Connell , Mick T a r m e y 
a n d Pa t K e a n e a t t h e h e l m , a 
whole new m t e r e s t in unde rage 
football e m e r g e d . A juveni le t e a m 
was formed w h i c h r e c o r d e d some 
grea t wins before losing to a rch 
r ivals Char l e s town In t h e Divi­
sional Final . Bu t t h a t t e am 
formed t h e backbone of an 
emerg ing Minor t e a m , w h i c h in 
1952 won t h e county t i d e . As m y 
l imi t ed t a l e n t s w e r e mos t ly con-
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p r e s e n t town r e s i d e n t s k n o w t h a t 
two F o u d y fami l i es , a family of 
G lynns a n d bevy of five lovely 
g i r l s n a m e d Da l ton , w e r e once 
t h e life a n d sou l of C l a r e S t r e e t 

Whi l e o n t h e sub jec t of t h e 
fami l ies n o w g o n e from t h e a r e a , 
I s h o u l d for t h e r e c o r d m e n t i o n 
t h e i r n a m e s h e r e . O n e of t h e 
Foudy fami l i e s c o n s i s t e d of J o h n , 
Michae l , A r t h u r , T o m m y , a n d 
J e n n y . T h e o t h e r F o u d y family 
w a s Oliver, Cyr i l , P a d d y , D e n n i s , 
T o m a n d Mary. T h e G lynn family 
w a s S e a n , F r a n c o , Mary a n d 
Pa tsy . T h e D a l t o n g i r l s w e r e 
R o s e m a r y , An i t a , Francy , E i l een 
a n d Pa t sy . P a d d y F lynn , w h o 
l ived in t h e h o u s e o p p o s i t e 
F r e y n e s ' G a r a g e a n d S e a n Tynan 
w h o s e family l a t e r l ived in t h e 
s a m e h o u s e , w e r e o t h e r s w h o 

l ived in C l a r e S t r e e t , b u t left in 
t h e 1 9 4 0 ' s . 

Mos t of t h e o t h e r fami l i es w h o 
l ived In C l a r e S t r e e t i n m y young 
d a y s a r e s t i l l t h e r e , a s far a s I a m 
aware . 

F o r m a n y y e a r s I s e r v e d 8 
o 'clock M a s s e a c h m o r n i n g a n d 
devo t ions in t h e even ing in t h e 
Friary. T h e P r i o r s In m y t i m e 
w e r e Fr. O 'Sul l ivan , Fr . Mansf ie ld 
a n d Fr . R e d m o n d . M e m o r i e s of 
serv ing M a s s in t h e Abbey b r i n g 
t o m i n d t h c g r e a t snowfall of 
1 9 4 7 a n d t h e c l i m b i n g of t h e Fr i ­
ary h i l l e a c h m o r n i n g w i t h t h e 
snow near ly h e a d h i g h . I r e m e m ­
b e r t h e h u g e s n o w m a n w h i c h we 
bu i l t in C la re S t r e e t a n d p a r t of 
which s t i l l s t o o d in t h e m o n t h of 
May:~ h o w n o b u s t r a i n or v a n 
w a s ab l e t o r e a c h B a l l y h a u n i s for 
s o m e days : t h e d e a t h of Wil l ie 
Lyons, f a the r of T o m Lyons , Clare 
S t r ee t , a n d t h e coffin b r o u g h t t o 
t h e graveyard b y s l e igh t h r o u g h 
w h a t a p p e a r e d t o m y young eyes , 
t o b e 10 feet of snow: t h e m a n y 
h o u r s m y fa the r , m o t h e r , b r o t h e r 
a n d mysel f p l ayed t h e g a m e of 
W h i s t t o w h i l e away t h e h o u r s : 
t h e schoo l s c lo sed for m a n y 
weeks : and t h e d a y t h a t B o l a n d ' s 
B r e a d Van b r o k e t h r o u g h a n d 
arr ived a t Coyne ' s , h e a r l d i n g t h e 
beg inn ing of t h e e n d of t h e snow. 

Our Lady of Good 
Council 

Dur ing Fr. R e d m o n d ' s t e rm a s 
Pr ior of t h e Abbey t h e 6 0 0 yea r s 
c o m m e m o r a t i o n of t h e arrival of 
t h e F r i a r s t o Ba l lyhaunis took 
p lace , in t h e year 1948 , a n d I 
often h a d to se rve two Masses 
s im u l t aneous ly d u r i n g t h a t t ime . 



First and second year, 1949 - Back row: Rosaleen Caulfield, Mary Lavan, Margaret Freeman, Vera Kenae, Annie Roche, Mary 
Mulligan and Brendan Judge. Third row: Agnes Cribbin, Mary Ronan, Bernadette Mulligan, Mary Foody and Gertie Hamilton. 
Second row: Maureen Flanagan, Milly Greene, Jill Roche, Mary Barry and Ursula Jordan. Front row: Mary Curley, Mary 
O'Boyle, Helen O'Malley, Gemma Smyth, Pauline O'Brien, Hannah Byrne and Bridie Smyth. 
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fined to t h e a t h l e t i c s t r a c k , I w a s 
very for tunate t o b e p a r t of b o t h 
of t h e s e t e a m s . I w a s lucky t o b e 
r e q u i r e d t o c o m p l e t e t h e h a l f for­
w a r d l ine w i t h two of t h e s t a r s of 
t h a t C h a m p i o n s h i p w i n n i n g 
Minor t e a m , n a m e l y our C a p t a i n 
Val Byrne a n d H e n r y F o r d e . We 
h a d t h e b r i l l i an t Mai Nally in 
goal , Doc H e a l y t h e P r i n c e of full­
b a c k s , h i s b r o t h e r P a d d y a t m i d -
field, t h e so l id F r a n k F a h y in 
defence a n d t h e " n i p p y " B e r n i e 
" P e p s " Lyons t an t a l i s ing t h e 
oppos ing de fences . We p l a y e d 
four g a m e s in t h e final w e e k of 
t h a t C h a m p i o n s h i p , w i n n i n g t h e 
final in P r e n t y ' s field on t h e 
Knock R o a d aga ins t C l a r e m o r r i s . 
T h u s w e w e r e r e s p o n s i b l e for 
w h a t b e c a m e a wel l k n o w n Bally­
h a u n i s exp res s ion a t t h a t t i m e . . 

"after 4 0 yea r s ! " 
La t e r in t h e 1 9 5 0 s , s o m e of 

t h i s t e a m , c o m b i n e d w i t h s u c h 
o u t s t a n d i n g s t a l w a r t s a s P a d o 
Moran a n d t h e l ive w i r e J o h n n y 
Biesty, won t h e Mayo J u n i o r 
C h a m p i o n s h i p , a n d w e n t o n to 
r e a c h t h e s u m m i t w h e n t h e y won 
t h e County Sen io r T i d e . 

F l a s h e s from t h e ' for t ies 
B u t I r e t u r n t o t h e 1 9 4 0 s , a s a 

few m o r e m e m o r i e s a r e r eca l l ed 
T h e e x c i t e m e n t of l i s t en ing o n 
t h e w i r e l e s s to t h e two g r e a t 
R o s c o m m o n t r i u m p h s of 1 9 4 3 
a n d 1944, a n d t h e f amous Col­

l e g e s F ina l s of 1946 a n d 1 9 4 7 
b e t w e e n S t . J a r l a t h ' s a n d St . 
Pa t r i ck ' s , A r m a g h . L i s t en ing t o 
t h e r a d i o a t 8 o 'c lock in t h e 
evening to t h e Al l - I re land F ina l of 
1947 , from t h e Polo G r o u n d s , 
New York, b e t w e e n Cavan a n d 
Kerry , m y f a the r t a k i n g p a r t in 
L D F m a n o u v e r s d u r i n g t h e war , 
a n d t h e g r e a t h u s h h u s h a t t h e 
r e p o r t t h a t a G e r m a n p l a n e h a d 
c r a s h e d n e a r Foxford, t a s t i n g m y 
first o range after t h e e n d of t h e 
war ; t h e e rec t ion of t h e Pa roch ia l 
H a l l on t h e s i t e of t h e H a n d b a l l 
Alley; t h e b u i l d i n g of t h e S t a r 
C i n e m a a n d t h e fan tas t i c s i g h t of 
s t e e l c o n s t r u c t o r s a s d i e y s p e d 
over a n d b a c k a t h i g h 6peed, ba l ­
a n c e d on a few i n c h e s of g i rde r ; 
t h e dai ly r ace a t l u n c h t i m e from 
t h e boys ' school t o Pau l Wal­
d r o n ' s co rne r ; winn ing m y first 
100 y a r d s sp r i n t a t t h e Fr ia ry 
Spor t ' t h e s h o c k a t t h e d e a t h of 
our c l a s s m a t e , Mickey O ' S h e a , 
w h o was h i t b y a van in B r i d g e 
S t r ee t ; t h e g r e a t efforts of t h e 
Town I m p r o v e m e n t s C o m m i t t e e , 
in t rying to b r i n g s o m e i n d u s t r i e s 
t o t h e locali ty; t h e r e a d y w i t of 
J o e Kenny; t h e h e a r t y l a u g h of 
P a d d y Kllroy, a n d h i s beaut i ful 
s inging in t h e Fr ia ry Choi r ; t h e 
g e n d e n e s s a n d k i n d n e s s of our 
good n e i g h b o u r , P a d d y Donne l ­
lan; a t t e n d i n g m y first film. Snow 
Whi t e a n d t h e 7 Dwarfe , a t Wal­
d r o n ' s Ha l l in C la re S t r ee t ; t h e 

ready s m i l e on t h e face of 
B e r n a r d Lyons, w h o brave ly b o r e 
t h e t r a g e d i e s in h i s life, y e t l e t 
h i s h o m e b e a n open h o u s e 
w h e r e t h e young w e r e a lways wel­
c o m e a n d w h e r e we s p e n t m a n y 
happy h o u r s ; saving t h e t u r f a n d 
b r ing ing i t h o m e b y d o n k e y a n d 
car t ; s p e n d i n g m o s t of t h e yea r hi 
b a r e feet; ou r a n n u a l w a l k to 
Knock for t h e 1 5 t h Augus t , a n d 
t h e r e s u l t a n t efforts t o r e s i s t t h e 
t e m p t a t i o n ( s o m e t i m e s e n d i n g In 
failure) to r a i d t h e o r c h a r d s on 
our w a l k h o m e ; c l imb ing t h e 
R e e k in t h e d a r k for t h e l a s t Sun­
day In Ju ly ; t h e b u i l d i n g of t h e 
Vocational Schoo l ; w a t c h i n g in 
wonde r a s P a d d y W a l d r o n 
worked in h i s forge, h e a t i n g t h e 
iron, m a k i n g t h e p l a t e , t h e s o u n d 
of t h e anvi l , t h e s h o e i n g of t h e 
h o r s e s a n d b e i n g a l lowed to oper­
a t e t h e be l lows ; t h e h o u r s I s p e n t 
w i th m y unc l e J i m m y McGrea l in , 
h i s l i t d e c a b i n , a s h e cu t , e d g e d , 
s t i t ched a n d h a m m e r e d a t h i s 
t r a d e of s h o e m a k e r , look ing a t 
t h e old p h o t o g r a p h s wl i lch h e 
h a d d i sp l ayed on t h e wa l l s a s h e 
t a lked to m e of d a y s gone by, 
m o s d y on t h e sub jec t of football ; 
r ead ing Mick O 'Conne lTs a r t i c l e s 
hi Uie Co iu iach t T e l e g r a p h ; 
wa tch ing F r a n k Glynn r u n n i n g 
h i s g r e y h o u n d s d i r o u g h t h e 
fields; e n t e r i n g t h e s m a l l ga teway 
t h r o u g h t h e h i g h wall a t t h e Con-
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ven t School d u r i n g m y e a r l i e s t 
school d a y s ; t h e a n n u a l bonf i re 
in C la re S t r e e t , w h e r e t h e recre­
a t ion a r e a i s now; t h e F e i s in t h e 
Conven t f ield; t r i p s t o A n n a g h 
L a k e ; v i s i t s t o Holywel l a n d 
d r i n k i n g from t h e w a t e r from t h e 
m u g h a n g i n g o n t h e t r e e b e s i d e 
t h e wel l ; M c G a r r y ' s H a l l , w i t h I t s 
long s ta i rway , w h e r e t h e a d u l t s 
h e l d t h e i r d a n c e s . T h e Boxing 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l b e t w e e n I r e l a n d 
a n d F r a n c e in t h e F r i a ry field 
w h e n t h e g r e a t s of I r i s h box ing 
took p a r t ; t h e K l l l a s se r Minors!; 
t h e gen t l e Mickey Moran w h o 
neve r m i s s e d a n All- I r e l a n d 
F ina l ; sat isfying m y t h i r s t a t t h e 
p u m p a t F o u d y ' s C o r n e r (now 
B e r n i e Byrnes ) ; ava i l ing of t h e 
p u r e c l e a r w a t e r in t h e t own well 
a t t h e P o s t Office, a n d in e m e r ­
genc ie s , filling c a n s t o t a k e 
h o m e ; w h i l e s t i l l a m o n t h s h o r t 
of m y 1 3 t h b i r t h d a y , leaving Bal­
l y h a u n i s in ear ly S e p t e m b e r , 
1 9 4 8 , on t h a t 5 t o 6-hour t r a in 
Journey to Dubl in , t o c o m m e n c e 
s e c o n d a r y educa t ion , a n d no t 
r e t u r n i n g un t i l j u s t p r io r t o 
C h r i s t m a s . 

F r i e n d s a n d 
' c h a r a c t e r s ' 

My b e s t friends in t h o s e ear ly 
d a y s were ; K i e r a n Waldron , w i th 

t h e days? 
w h o m I s h a r e d a d e s k in t h e 
Convent School ; P a d d y Flynn 
w h o s e family moved to t h e Cur-
r a g h w h e r e h i s fa ther was an 
a r m y Cap ta in ; Sean Tynan, whose 
family occupied t h e s a m e h o u s e 
a s t h e Flynns , and w h o moved to 
Cas t lebar ; a n d Ar thu r Foudy w h o 
l a t e r e m i g r a t e d to England . 

C h a r a c t e r s I r e m e m b e r from 
m y young d a y s in t h e 1940s 
inc lude; O u r ne ighbour P a t Boyle, 
a v e t e r a n of t h e first World War, 
w h o l ived a lone in a smal l h o u s e 
a t t h e b a c k of t h e s i te now occu­
p i e d by t h e E S B office. H e sang 
softly w h e n h e h a d a few p in t s , 
a n d w a s a l so a k e e n follower of 
t h e h o r s e s . Ano the r h o r s e lover, 
" H a w k e r " Waldron, w h o walked 
in to town every day from h i s 
h o m e in Holywell , a n d always 
h a d a t a l e or two to r e l a t e . Mar t in 
Duignan , t h e Town Crier , w h o we 
loved to follow, l i s ten to, a n d 
m i m i c , a s h e walked t h e town 
announc ing t h e l a t e s t e v e n t Pa t 
Ki l leen col lect ing t h e p r i ce of a 
p in t , by per forming h i s very l im­
i t ed r e p e r t o i r e on h i s flute. Biddy 
Devanney se l l ing from h e r l i t t le 
s ta l l . " D i n g l e " - 1 never k n e w h i s 
r ea l n a m e . 

T h e Rob inson n a m e m a y have 
d i s a p p e a r e d from t h e town of 
Ba l lyhaun i s , b u t i t i s very m u c h 
alive in t h e locality. On m a n y 
S u n d a y s in m y young d a y s we vis­

i t ed my g r a n d p a r e n t s in H u n t s -
field, wh ich is s i t u a t e d one m i l e 
beyond Tooreen . T h e i r h o u s e w a s 
located overlooking a l a k e , a n d 
immed ia t e ly in front w a s t h e 
mos t wonderful o r c h a r d you 
could find. My g r a n d f a t h e r g r ew 
practical ly every type of I r i s h 
fruit, a n d you c a n Imagine t h e 
de l igh t we took in explor ing t h e 
o rchard a n d t h e l ake on every 
visit. Bodi h e a n d m y g rand­
m o t h e r d i e d in t h e 1940s . B u t a s 
t h r e e o d i e r g r a n d s o n s , Michae l , 
Oliver a n d G e r a r d Rob inson a r e 
now m a r r i e d a n d r e s i d e n t in 
Huntsf le ld , t h e Robinson n a m e 
s e e m s safe a n d s o u n d in t h i s p a r t 
of County Mayo for t h e nex t few 
genera t ions , a t l eas t . 

Ballyhaunis Rugby 
Club 

Like s o m a n y o t h e r s p o r t s 
Organisations t h e R u g b y C l u b 

cont inues w i t h t h e r e s o u r c e s a t 
i ts d i sposa l t o k e e p t h e g a m e 
alive d e s p i t e los ing i t s u s u a l 
quota of p layers t h r o u g h emigra ­
t ion a n d r e t i r e m e n t . N e w p l a y e r s 
a re always we lcome a n d c o a c h i n g 
will b e p rov ided on a l l a s p e c t s of 
t h e g a m e . 

Tra in ing s e s s ions a r e con­
duc t ed u n d e r t h e g u i d a n c e of 
J o h n Ryan (Capta in for t h e cur­
r en t season) e a c h T u e s d a y a n d 
Thur sday . T h e r e c e n t te levis ion 
coverage of t h e 1 9 9 1 Wor ld C u p 
Compet i t ion will n o d o u b t give 
everyone a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
of t h e g a m e a n d h e l p Inc rease i t s 
popular i ty . 

Ano the r we lcome d e v e l o p m e n t 
for future of t h e g a m e h a s b e e n 
t h e Affiliation of t h e C o m m u n i t y 
School t o d i e C o n n a u g h t B r a n c h . 

P l a n s for t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of 
Ba l l i nd reh id R o a d g r o u n d s a r e 
now a t a n advanced s t age a n d i t 
Is h o p e d t h a t it will give g r e a t e r 
accessibi l i ty t o p layers a n d sup­
po r t e r s a l ike a n d h e l p t h e c l u b 
e s t ab l i sh i tself firmly w i d i l n t h e 
Communi ty . 

T h e C l u b field U 1 2 s , U 1 6 s a n d 
J u n i o r t e a m s for t h i s s ea son . 

M e m b e r s h i p for t h e 9 1 / 9 2 Sea­
son c o s t s £ 1 0 . 0 0 payable t o P a t 
Mart in , c / o B a n k of I r e l a n d . 

Officers: P r e s i d e n t , H u g h Cur­
ley; Vice-Pres iden t , T o m Quinn; 

T r e a s u r e r , Pa t Mar t in ; Sec. 
a n d P . R O . , E a m o n n Hea ly ; Fix­
t u r e s Sec. , Be rn ie J e n n i n g s ; 
Branch D e l e g a t e , H u g h Curley; 
C a p t , J o h n Ryan. 

"School Around The Corner", St. Mary's, Ballyhaunis, screened on R.T.E., 
November, 1990. Front row (left/right): Aine Fahy, David Murphy, Eoin Butler, 
Aoife Potter-Cogan and Kenneth Br ode rick. Back row (left/right): Mark 
Patterson, Mark Curley, Conor McManus, Oliver Jordan, Seamus Lundan. 
Missing: Brendan Waldron, Michael Freeley and Fergus McGuire. 

18 



Shahran, Saudi 

March 22nd, 1 9 8 8 - April and, 1 9 9 1 
B y N o r a S w e e n e y 

Ie m i g r a t e d t o t h e M i d d l e E a s t 
t o Ararnco, D h a h r a n , S a u d i 

Arab ia , on M a r c h 22nd , 1982 , t o 
w o r k a s a N u r s e Midwife in t h e 
C o m p a n y Hosp i t a l t h a t c a t e r e d 
for t h e Company employees a n d 
t h e i r d e p e n d a n t s . I t w a s w i t h 
exc i tement , s o m e anxiety a n d 
s a d n e s s , I left Dub l in t o s t a r t a 
n e w life in a different wor ld , 
c l ima te , cu l tu re a n d c a r e e r 
cha l l enges . I reca l l leaving 
D u b l i n Ai rpor t w i t h a b o u q u e t of 
Spr ing daffodils given to m e b y a 
f r iend t h a t I cou ld ba r e ly s e e 
t h r o u g h t e a r s . I w a s for tuna te t o 
t rave l w i t h a n o t h e r n e w 
employee , w h o m I h a d m e t a t 
"New H i r e Or ien ta t ion" , i n 
London, from Ballygar, Co. 
R o s c o m m o n - w e h a d k e p t i n 
con tac t a n d a r r a n g e d to t r ave l 
t oge the r , a n d h a v e b e c o m e good 
f r i ends s ince . We consoled e a c h 
o t h e r on our Dub l in t o L o n d o n 
jou rney a n d b y t h e t i m e w e w e r e 
on ou r way from London t o 
D h a h r a n we w e r e r e l axed a n d 
b o t h of u s w e r e looking forward 
to s ee ing f r i ends a t t h e A i rpo r t to 
m e e t u s , w h o w e r e wel l s e t t l e d 
a n d h a p p y in D h a h r a n . 

W o m e n in d i e S a u d i Arab ia 
cu l tu re a r e genera l ly t r e a t e d a s 
s econd c lass c i t izens . We w e r e 
pr iv i leged a n d t r e a t e d w i t h 
r e s p e c t by t h e S a u d i A r a b i a 
m a l e s a t P a s s p o r t control , b u t w e 
w i t n e s s e d T h i r d Count ry f ema le s 
b e i n g t r e a t e d l e s s cordia l ly a s 
t h e y w e r e p u s h e d in to a g l a s s 
p a r t i t i o n e d r o o m l ike convicts ; 
t h e i r p a s s p o r t s w e r e t a k e n form 
t h e m w i t h o u t any explana t ion . 
T h e look of fear a n d a n g u i s h on 
t h e i r faces h a s neve r left m e . 

G r e e n a n d r e d l i g h t s d o n o t 
ex i s t in t h e a i rpo r t s in S a u d i 
Arab ia o r in severa l o t h e r Gu l f 
S t a t e s . All luggage inc lud ing 
h a n d b a g s a r e o p e n e d a n d 
c h e c k e d a t c u s t o m s . Alcohol i s 
p r o h i b i t e d a n d if a p e r s o n w a s 
found to h a v e s o m e in t h e i r 
pos ses s ion a t t h e a i rpor t , t h e y 

wou ld b e b a n d e d over to t h e 
Pol ice i m m e d i a t e l y a n d p u t i n 

p r i son . W h e n you w e r e c l e a r e d a 
spec ia l m a r k w a s p l a c e d on your 
luggage a n d r e - c h e c k e d a t t h e 
ex i t be fore you w e r e a l lowed to . 
exi t . J o s i e a n d I h a d n o p r o b l e m s 
b u t w e r e re l i eved to ex i t t h e 
t e r m i n a l a n d e n t e r t h e ar r iva l 
a r e a to s e e ou r f r iends wai t ing for 
u s . 

W e finally c h e c k e d in to t h e 
Ararnco office a t t h e Airpor t , 
s i gned p a p e r s a n d rece ived our 
k e y s to ou r n e w h o u s e . We w e r e 
b o t h a s s i g n e d to t h e s a m e h o u s e 
to s h a r e , a n d w e w e r e d e l i g h t e d . 

D h a h r a n c o m p r i s e s of t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Airpor t , t h e 
Mi l i ta ry Air B a s e , Univers i ty of 
P e t r o l e u m a n d Ararnco 
H e a d q u a r t e r s w i t h i t s family 
r e s i d e n c e . T h e n e a r e s t towns for 
s h o p p i n g w i t h gene ra l s t o r e s a r e 
Al-Klabar to t h e Wes t a n d 
D a m m a m to t h e Sou th , b o t h a r e 
app rox ima te ly t e n to fifteen 
m i n u t e s ' d r ive away, from t h e 
D h a h r a n Ararnco c o m p o u n d . 

T H E C O M P O U N D 

T h e Ararnco c o m p o u n d i s a b o u t 
t h e s ize of Galway City, w i t h t h e 
B u s i n e s s C e n t r e in T h e Squa re , 
you cou ld say, a n d t h e r e s iden t i a l 
a r e a e x t e n d i n g ou t to t h e 
p e r i p h e r y w h i c h i s b o r d e r e d b y 
t h e Univers i ty on o n e s i d e a n d 
t b e Ai rpor t a n d Ai rbase on t h e 
o t h e r . T h e S a u d i Pol ice 
H e a d q u a r t e r s a n d Tra in ing 
C e n t r e i s l oca ted o u t s i d e t h e 
m a i n e n t r a n c e to t h e Ararnco 
C o m p o u n d . Secur i ty in t h e 
c o m p o u n d i s of a very h i g h level 
a n d to e n t e r t h e c o m p o u n d you 
h a v e to p a s s t h r o u g h two secur i ty 
g a t e s / c h e c k po in t s . Company 
ident i f ica t ion h a s to b e p r e s e n t e d 
a t each c h e c k p o i n t before you Eire 
p e r m i t t e d entry . Vis i tors a r e 
a l lowed, b u t t h e e m p l o y e e s ' 
pe r sona l ident i f icat ion a n d a 
r e s i d e n t a d d r e s s h a s to b e given 
over t h e ' p h o n e to t h e secur i ty 
g u a r d before t h e y a r e a l lowed to 
en te r . T h e r e i s no t i m e curfew so 
w i th in t h e c o m p o u n d w e h a d 
total f r eedom. 

S o m e p e o p l e would s a y w a s i t 
n o t u n l i k e a "p r i son" , b u t n o , i t 
w a s no t . As p a r t of t h e s ing le 
female popu la t ion w e w e r e 
d e l i g h t e d w i t h t h e s e r e s t r i c t i o n s 
a s i t gave u s a g r e a t s e n s e of 
secur i ty , a n d w e h a d n o fea r s for 
our p e r s o n a l safety. T h e Ararnco 
secur i ty w a s t h e r e for o u r 
p ro tec t ion . C a r s d i d n o t n e e d to 
b e locked , h o u s e s w e r e safe a n d 
w e h a d n o fear of a s s a u l t if w e 
w e r e o u t l a t e on our own a t n i g h t 
w i t h i n t h e compound . Secur i ty 
c a r s d rove a r o u n d t h e c o m p o u n d 
twenty-four h o u r s to e n s u r e ou r 
safety. N e e d l e s s to say, c r i m e w a s 
m i n i m a l a n d p e n a l t i e s seve re , 
i .e., m u r d e r ( b e h e a d e d ) ; s t ea l ing 
( h a n d c u t off); adu l t e ry ( s t oned to 
d e a t h ) . 

Ararnco, o r a s i t i s n o w k n o w n 
S a u d i Ararnco, s t a n d s for A r a b i a n 
A m e r i c a n Oft Company, a n d i t i s 
t h e l a r g e s t oil company in t h e 
wor ld . I t w a s Amer ican-owned 
a n d m a n a g e d u p un t i l 1 9 8 8 / ' 8 9 , 
w h e n t h e n e w c h a r t e r w a s 
s igned , a n d i t i s now o w n e d b y 
t h e S a u d i Governmen t . I t 
employs 6 6 , 0 0 0 peop le from 
var ious w a l k s in life, i t i s a 
mul t ina t iona l employer . Eng l i sh 
is i t s p r i m a r y language a n d i t h a s 
offices in var ious p a r t s of t h e 
wor ld , w i t h m a i n offices in 
H o u s t o n , Texas , serving U.S.A. 
a n d T h e H a g u e , serving Eu rope . 

T h e c o m p a n y h a s n u m e r o u s 
c o m p o u n d s a n d i t p r o v i d e s 
schools , h e a l t h ca re cl inics , 
s u p e r m a r k e t a n d rec rea t ion 
facil i t ies in a l l of i t s c o m p o u n d s . 
I t a l so h a s i t s own 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n C e n t r e w i t h four 
R a d i o S t a t i ons a n d a Televis ion 
Sta t ion , w h i c h is t r a n s m i t t e d 
from D h a h r a n to S a u d i Arab ia 
a n d o t h e r Gulf S t a t e s . T h e 
p r o g r a m m e s were in Eng l i sh a n d 
al l of t h e m a r e censo red , a s cene 
of a m a n a n d w o m a n k i s s ing 
would b e cut . We h a d a n 
exce l len t l ibrary a n d w e w e r e 
ab l e to k e e p c u r r e n t on wor ld 
affairs t h r o u g h t h e dai ly foreign 
p a p e r s w h i c h w e r e a b o u t t h r e e 
d a y s in a r r e a r s ; t h e y a l so h a d t h e 
S u n d a y P r e s s a n d I n d e p e n d e n t . 
T h e company h a d i t s own 
t r anspo r t a t i on d e p a r t m e n t , 
w h i c h i nc luded a i rp l anes , 
he l i cop te r s , s h i p s , b u s e s a n d 
tax is . B u s t r a n s p o r t w a s free t o 
a n y w h e r e t h e y t rave l led w i th in 
t h e K ingdom, a n d t h e y d i d a n 
hour ly service to m o s t a r e a s . 
T h e y w e r e s t r ic t iy for e m p l o y e e s 
a n d d e p e n d e n t s . 

T h e tax i service w a s s u b s i d i s e d 
• CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE group a n d a chora l society. 1 w a s 
a n act ive m e m b e r of t h e t h e a t r e 
a n d c h o r a l group. S o m e of t h e 
shows w e p u t on dur ing my t i m e 
w e r e " T h e Mikado" , " P i r a t e s of 
P e n z a n c e " , " C a t s " , to men t ion 
b u t a few, a n d t h e l a s t p roduc t ion 
w a s " S t e e l Magnol ias" , w h i c h 
w a s r e h e a r s e d dur ing t h e War 
a n d on s t a g e in March . I t w a s a n 
a m a t e u r t h e a t r e group a n d a l l 
t h e w o r k w a s voluntary from s e t 
d e s i g n / m a k i n g , cos tumes , 
l ight ing , v ideo record ing to front 
of h o u s e c rew a n d t h e r e w a s a 
g r e a t t e a m spir i t , a n d t h e 
p r o d u c t i o n s w e r e far from 
a m a t e u r . I h a d b e e n to s e e 
" C a t s " i n London a n d t h e 
D h a h r a n p roduc t ion equa l led i t 
even to t h e specia l effects 
p rov ided . 

HEALTHCARE 
I w o r k e d in t h e b u s i e s t u n i t in 

d i e h o s p i t a l - t h e labour ward . 
U p u n t i l 1 9 8 7 w e averaged 2 ,500 
de l ive r i e s a year , in t h e Uni t , a n d 
w e h a d to t ransfe r abou t 40% of 
ou r p a t i e n t s for delivery to 
p r iva t e h o s p i t a l s in Arklabar a n d 
D a m a m . I n 1 9 8 7 we e x p a n d e d 
t h e Ol is te t r ive Hosp i ta l facilities, 
a n d in 1 9 9 1 we h a d 4 ,782 
de l ive r i e s in D h a h r a n , a n d t h e 
to ta l of n e w b i r t h s for t h e 
c o m p a n y w a s a round 8,000. All of 
t h e c o m p a n y c o m p o u n d s h a d i t s 
own cl inic w i t h 24-hour casual ty 
e m e r g e n c y d e p a r t m e n t wi th full 
b a c k - u p facil i t ies, X-ray 
labora tory , ambu lance , etc . , so 
de l ive r i e s w e r e a lso pe r fo rmed in 
t h e m . Any compl ica ted cases 
w e r e r e f e r r ed to D h a h r a n . As you 
can s e e , p roc rea t ion w a s a 
favouri te p a s t i m e for Aramco 
e m p l o y e e s a n d t h e average S a u d i 
family would h a v e t e n ch i ld ren . 

T h e h o s p i t a l in D h a h r a n h a d 
3 6 0 b e d s , w i t h a s e p a r a t e 90 -bed 
wing for m a t e r n i t y a n d 
neanato logy. T h e following 
spec i a l i s ed serv ices w e r e 
p r o v i d e d - coronary ca re , 
in tens ive ca re , b u r n s , ped i a t r i c s , 
o r t h o p e d i c s , psych ia t r i c , n e u r o 
surgery , d ia lys i s , genera l 
m e d i c i n e a n d surgery. C o m p l e t e 
l abora to ry a n d radiology 
facili t ies, inc lud ing Ca t scan a n d , 
by now, M . R I . 

If a spec ia l i s ed t r e a t m e n t w a s 
r e q u i r e d a n d no t avai lable in t h e 
hosp i t a l , t h e p a t i e n t w a s re fe r red 
a n d t r ans f e r r ed to t h e b e s t 
avai lable spec ia l i sed cen t r e for 
t h e p r o b l e m anywhere in t h e 
wor ld . All m e d i c a l t r e a t m e n t , 
hosp i t a l i sa t ion a n d m e d i c a t i o n s 

w e r e free, a n d d e n t a l w a s 
subs id i s ed . T h e spec ia l i s t s w e r e 
mul t ina t iona l a n d h i g h l y 
qualif ied a n d e x p e r i e n c e d , a n d I 
a m d e l i g h t e d t o say w e h a d s o m e 
excel lent I r i s h - t r a i n e d 
Consu l t an t s a m o n g t h e m . 

Hous ing w a s beaut i fu l , fully 
furn ished , if r e q u i r e d , w i t h your 
own choice of fu rn i tu re from a 
ca ta logue a n d r e n t w a s 
min imal (approx. £ 9 0 p e r m o n t h ) . 
Electr ici ty a n d telephone w a s 
free, excep t for In t e rna t iona l 
cal ls , so t h e only b i l l I r ece ived 
w a s in te rna t iona l ca l l s a n d i t w a s 
d e d u c t e d au tomat ica l ly from m y 
salary. I s i t any w o n d e r I s t a y e d 
nearly ten yea r s , b u t i t i s n o t t h e 
r ea l wor ld a n d real i ty , b u t g r e a t 
whi le I s t ayed . 

THE SAUDI PEOPLE 
AND THEIR CULTURE 

T h e King ru l e s t h e count ry a n d 
i t s people . I t i s a d i c t a t o r s h i p 
society t h e y live in. H e d i c t a t e s 
or d e c r e e s laws, even to t h e 
ex ten t of in ter fer ing i n t h e S a u d i 
pr iva te family life. H e d i c t a t e s 
family expans ion a n d a wife i s n o t 
a l lowed control of h e r own 
fertility. B i r t h control p r a c t i c e s 
or a ides , i.e., p i l l , I .V.C.D. a r e n o t 
given to a w o m a n w i t h o u t t h e 
consent a n d s igna tu re of h e r 
h u s b a n d in t h e p r e s e n c e of t h e 
phys ic ian t o w i tnes s . W o m e n a r e 
no t a l lowed dr ive in S a u d i 
Arabia , however , t h e King gave a 
d i spensa t ion / p e r m i s s i o n for t h e 
w o m e n in t h e "Aramco 
c o m p o u n d s " t o dr ive , a n d I h o l d 
a valid S a u d i l icence, t h e r e i s 
fear t h a t t h i s pr ivi lege will b e 
r emoved in t h e no t - too-d is tan t 
future. 

A m a n m a y have u p to four 
wives a t any one time, b u t h e h a s 
to t r e a t e a c h of t h e m equally, 
even to t h e ex ten t of h i s t i m e i n 
pr iva te w i t h t h e m . T h e y usua l ly 
all live in t h e s a m e h o u s e w i t h 
t h e i r c l i t idren, b u t e a c h wou ld 
have a s e p a r a t e wing. T h e 
k i t chen , female d in ingroom a n d 
female s i t t ingroom would b e 
communa l . T h e h o u s e s h a v e a 
division in t h e doorway for m a l e s 
a n d females en te r ing a n d exi t ing, 
so t h e y never see one ano the r . 
Food would b e p a s s e d in to 
female d in ingroom u n l e s s t h e y 
have a m a i d . T h e e x t e n d e d 
family live together. Fa the r , 
m o t h e r , sons , sons-in-law, 
d a u g h t e r s , daughte rs - in - law a n d 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n . Male family 
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a n d if a n e m p l o y e e s ' w i s h e d t o 
fly t o t h e " R e d S e a " for t h e 
w e e k e n d t h e y cou ld d o s o free-of-
c h a r g e o n a s e a t avai labi l i ty 
b a s i s . 

D h a h r a n A r i a m c o h a d two very 
l a rge na t i ona l s c hoo l s for foreign 
e m p l o y e e c h i l d r e n . T h e y w e r e 
r u n on t h e s a m e b a s i s a s t h e 
A m e r i c a n schoo l s y s t e m . T h e y 
w e r e e q u i p p e d w i t h up- to- the-
m i n u t e t e a c h i n g a i d s , i nc lud ing a 
c o m p u t e r for e a c h c h i l d i n t h e 
c lass . W h e n t h e c h i l d r e n r e a c h e d 
" H i g h S c h o o l " level ( four teen t o 
fifteen) y e a r s o ld , t h e y w e r e s e n t 
t o b o a r d i n g school i n t h e count ry 
of t h e p a r e n t s ' cho ice w i t h 
app rox ima te ly 80% of school 
e x p e n s e s p a i d b y t h e company , 
a n d a s s i s t a n c e w i t h Univers i ty 
fees w a s a l so given. A l a r g e 
n u m b e r of foreign famil ies 
r e m a i n e d i n l ong - t e rm 
e m p l o y m e n t w i t h t h e company , 
a n d w h o w o u l d b l a m e t h e m w i t h 
e d u c a t i o n a s s i s t a n c e a lone t h a t 
w a s offered t o t h e m . T h e S a u d i 
c h i l d r e n w e r e n o t p e r m i t t e d to b e 
e d u c a t e d i n t h e s e s choo l s ; t h e y 
a t t e n d e d G o v e r n m e n t schoo l s , 
educa t i on a t a l l leve ls , p r o v i d e d 
you m a k e t h e g r a d e s i s free, a n d 
I be l i eve t h e faci l i t ies a n d 
t each ing a i d e s a r e exce l l en t w i t h 
h igh ly qual i f ied t e a c h e r s a n d 
p l en ty of t h e m . 

SPORT & LEISURE 
Spor t a n d l e i s u r e f acu l t i e s a r e 

n u m e r o u s a n d exce l l en t in al l 
c o m p o u n d s . I n D h a h r a n we h a d 
t h r e e Olympic-s ize s w i m m i n g 
pools , full l i fe-guard service a n d 
s w i m m i n g i n s t r u c t o r s w e r e 
p rov ided ; two g y m n a s i a w i t h t h e 
l a t e s t a n d b e s t n a u t i l u s 
e q u i p m e n t ava i lab le in t h e wor ld 
a n d i n s t r u c t o r s on p r o p e r u s e . I n 
t h i s c o m p l e x t h e r e w a s a l so a 
s auna , a n d in al l c o m p l e x e s full 
shower , w.c . a n d locker facul t ies . 
T h e r e a r e t e n n i s a n d s q u a s h 
cour t s , b a d m i n t o n t a b l e s a n d 
pool t a b l e s ; a l so rugby, soccer 
a n d b a s e b a l l c l u b s a n d facul t ies ; 
a bowl ing al ley a n d 18-hole golf 
course ; BMX t r a c k a n d runn ing 
t r ack . We h a d a p r iva te b e a c h 
w h i c h h a d windsur f ing , sa i l ing 
a n d k a t m a r a n , w a t e r sk i ing a n d 
d e e p - s e a d iv ing c lubs . All of 
t h e s e faci l i t ies w e r e free-of-
c h a r g e a n d avai lab le to al l 
e m p l o y e e s a n d famil ies . 

T h e r e w e r e a r t g roups , g a r d e n 
g roups , c o m p u t e r g roups , 
p rofess iona l g roups , t h e a t r e 



CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE from D h a h r a n t h a t n i g h t a t 
a r o u n d 1 a .m. a n d forty-five 
m i n u t e s l a t e r " D e s e r t S t o r m " 
w a s a n n o u n c e d over t h e r a d i o . 
Whi l e w e w e r e a l l expec t ing i t 
a n d fel t p r e p a r e d w h e n i t ac tual ly 
h a p p e n e d , m y b l o o d r a n cold. 
Our s h e l t e r s w e r e " u n d e r t h e 
s t a i r s " or in t h e " b a t h r o o m s " a s 
t h e y h a d n o w i n d o w s a n d w e 
s e a l e d off t h e a i r -condi t ioning 
v e n t s p r io r t o J a n u a r y 1 6 t h . We 
a l so h a d ou r w i n d o w s t a p e d a s a 
p r ecau t i ona ry m e a s u r e i n case 
t h e y w e r e b lown in. I a m s u r e 
m o s t of you s a w ' T h e Gu l f W a r " 
l ive on te levis ion a s i t unfolded. I 
h o p e you wil l u n d e r s t a n d t h a t 
t h i s p e r i o d of m y life I a m trying 
t o p u t b e h i n d m e , a n d suffice t o 
say, I d o n o t w i s h t o re-l ive t h e 
d a y s a n d n i g h t s b y giving you a 
d e t a i l e d accoun t of m y fears , 
s l e e p l e s s a n d terrifying n i g h t s 

T h e U . S . a n d Ù . K . A r m y 
In te l l igence v i s i t ed t h e D h a h r a n 
c o m p o u n d a n d gave 
p r e s e n t a t i o n s on c h e m i c a l 
war fa re , p r even t i ons a n d 
t r e a t m e n t f rom N o v e m b e r t o 
J a n u a r y , a n d a t e a c h 
p r e s e n t a t i o n w e w e r e a s s u r e d w e 
wou ld b e safe, t h a t " S a d a m d i d 
n o t h a v e t h e t echnology or 
capabi l i ty t o even c o m e n e a r 
D h a h r a n " - h o w wrong t h e y 
w e r e ! 

O n reflect ion, I r e a c h e d n e a r 
h y s t e r i a on t h e m o s t terrifying 
n i g h t a lone in m y life w h i c h I will 
r e c o u n t for you. I h a d j u s t gone t o 
b e d a n d w a s a s l e e p w h e n a loud, 
dea fen ing b a n g a w o k e m e . I 
j u m p e d ou t of b e d a n d r a n t o 
o p e n t h e c u r t a i n s on m y window 
t o t h e ba lcony a s I t h o u g h t 
s o m e t h i n g h a d fallen on i t or 
on to i t I t i s w i t h r e g r e t I o p e n e d 
t h e m a s t h e following s i g h t will 
neve r leave m y m i n d . T h e r e w a s 
a "ba l l of fire i n t h e sky coming 
t o w a r d s m e l ike a t o r n a d o " . I r a n 

down t h e s t a i r s a n d before I 
r e a c h e d t h e e n d t h e w h o l e h o u s e 
shook , p i c t u r e s fell off t h e wa l l s 
a n d o r n a m e n t s c a m e c r a s h i n g to 
t h e floor. I r a n t o m y s h e l t e r 
u n d e r t h e s t a i r s l a u g h i n g a n d 
crying i n hys t e r i a . F o u r h o u r s 
l a t e r I r ece ived a ' p h o n e call 
f rom Mr. A i d a n Kirwin, F i r s t 
Sec re t a ry i n t h e I r i s h E m b a s s y , 
t o k n o w w a s I al l r i g h t a n d t h a t I 
could n o w c o m e o u t from u n d e r 
t h e s t a i r s . ( I h a d a co rd l e s s , 
p o r t a b l e ' p h o n e u n d e r t h e s t a i r s 
a t al l times d u r i n g t h e War) . H e 
s t ayed on t h e l i ne w h i l e I 
c h e c k e d u p s t a i r s if t h e roof h a d 
c o m e down, b u t d a m a g e w a s 
m i n i m a l . I d i d n o t k n o w w h a t 
h a d h a p p e n e d or w h a t I 
w i t n e s s e d u n t i l I w e n t t o w o r k 
t h r e e h o u r s l a te r . T h e "ba l l of 
fire" in t h e s k y w a s t h e "Pa t r io t " , 
i t i n t e r c e p t e d t h e " S c u d " over 
t h e h o u s e a n d p a r t of t h e 
" w a r h e a d " c a m e d o w n in front of 
m y h o u s e i n t h e d e s e r t b e t w e e n 
m y h o u s e a n d t h e a i rpo r t fence. 
T h e r e w a s s h r a p n e l al l over t h e 
a rea , a n d I h a v e a p i e c e t h a t w a s 
given to m e by a f r iend in 
memory , b u t w h o n e e d s t h e s e 
type of m e m o r i e s ? 

Leaving D h a h r a n h a s no t b e e n 
a n easy dec is ion , b u t rea l i ty m u s t 
b e faced a n d a n e w life p u r s u e d . I 
would s t rongly adv ise any young 
p e r s o n w i s h i n g t o t rave l a b r o a d 
to carefully inves t iga te t h e j o b , 
facul t ies a n d f reedom, a s m y 
s tory i s a lucky one , b u t t h e r e a r e 
m o r e t h a t a r e n o t 

I will t a k e t h i s oppor tuni ty t o 
s incere ly t h a n k m y n e i g h b o u r s , 
f r iends a n d t h e peop le in 
Bal lyhaunis , for t h e i r p r aye r s for 
peace ; t h e concern a n d s u p p o r t 
e x p r e s s e d t o m y family, a n d 
especia l ly m y m o t h e r , d u r i n g a 
m o s t difficult pe r iod in all our 
l ives. I t i s a d r e a m c o m e t r u e t o 
s e e you a l l again . 

N e w Year 's E v e Bal l , 1971 - N o r a K e a n e , Ki t ty C r i b b i n , M o n i c a C r i b b i n , 
Michael Cameron, Paddy Kelly and Jim Cribbin. 
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m e m b e r s do n o t m i x -with t h e 
f ema le s from once t h e f e m a l e 
r e a c h e s pube r ty . T h e f a t h e r or 
h u s b a n d a r e t h e only a d u l t m a l e s 
p e r m i t t e d to s e e a young l a d y 
unve i led . T h i s l ifestyle s t i l l ex is t s 
i n t h e majori ty of S a u d i h o m e s , 
w h e r e t h e y a r e very s t r i c t 
Mus l ims . For a S a u d i t o h a v e four 
wives now i s r a r e b u t p o s s i b l e 
p rov ided t h e y c a n afford i t 

Wes t e rn inf luence a n d t h e 
educa t ion of S a u d i s i n foreign 
coun t r i e s i s m o r e ev iden t i n then-
l ives now, a n d a n e w gene ra t i on 
of young e d u c a t e d f ema les i s 
e m e r g i n g w i t h t h e i r d e m a n d s for 
g r e a t e r f r eedom of cho ice a n d 
i n d e p e n d e n c e . Mar r i ages a r e 
a r r a n g e d by t h e p a r e n t s a n d for 
t h e majori ty of coup les t h e i r f irst 
m e e t i n g i s on t h e i r w e d d i n g day. 
G i r l s a r e m a r r i e d from t h i r t e e n 
y e a r s of age u p w a r d s a n d in ter­
m a r r i a g e i s very common . 

T H E G U L F WAR 
J a n u a r y 1 7 t h - M a r c h 3 r d , 1 9 9 1 

My h o m e w a s loca ted o n t h e 
p e r i m e t e r of t h e c o m p o u n d 
d i rec t ly oppos i te t h e Ai rpor t . T h e 

' d i s t ance from T h e S q u a r e , 
Ba l lyhaunis , t o t h e P a r i s h 
C h u r c h , s e p a r a t e d m e f rom t h e 
runway. I h a d a two-story h o u s e 
w i t h a ba lcony off t h e b e d r o o m 
facing t h e runway. We w e r e 
accus tomed to t h e a i r act ivi ty 
s ince Augus t 2 n d , a n d t h e 
invasion of Kuwai t . T ra in ing 
se s s ions w e r e abou t every h o u r 
w i t h five F-15s t a k i n g off o n e 
after t h e o t h e r , c ircl ing t h e a r e a 
a n d re tu rn ing . 

O n Wednesday , J a n u a r y 16 th , 
1 9 9 1 , a t 1700 h r s . , S a u d i t i m e , I 
h e l d a m e e t i n g in m y h o u s e of 
t h i r t y I r i s h c i t i zens o t give t h e m 
u p d a t e d informat ion from t h e 
I r i s h Embassy ; d i s c u s s ou r 
e scape rou te , cal l s y s t e m a n d 
t r anspor t , in c a se i t w a s n e e d e d . 
I w a s one of four co-ord ina tors 
w i t h t h e I r i s h E m b a s s y for 
D h a h r a n , a n d I w a s r e s p o n s i b l e 
for organis ing th i r ty -p lus I r i s h 
peop le . We all m e t a n d go t t o 
know one a n o t h e r d u r i n g t h e 
course of t h e evening a n d j o k e d 
a b o u t " S a d a m " . We w e r e h a p p y 
w i t h our p l a n s a n d h o p e d w e 
would no t n e e d to ac t iva te t h e m 
a n d , t h a n k G o d , we d i d n o t T h e 
g roup left a t a b o u t 1 1 p . m . a n d I 
tidied u p a n d t h e n s a t d o w n to 
u p d a t e m y E m b a s s y l i s t s . 

I h e a r d a n d w i t n e s s e d 
s even teen f ighter p l a n e s t a k e off 



Dramatic Society 
ST. P a t r i c k ' s D r a m a t i c Society 
h a s h a d a m o s t eventful year . 
Las t W i n t e r t h e y s t a g e d B r i a n 
F r i e l ' s ' T r a n s l a t i o n s " in Bally­
h a u n i s o n S a t u r d a y , 8 t h ; Sunday , 
9 t h , a n d Monday , 1 0 t h D e c e m ­
b e r . I n M a r c h of t h i s yea r t h e y 
c o m p e t e d in t h r e e d r a m a festi­
va ls , w h e r e t h e y a c h i e v e d m u c h 
recogni t ion for t h e i r perfor­
m a n c e s of a very c o m p l e x a n d 
ingenui t ive Fr ie l p lay . I n Glena -
m a d d y Fes t iva l n o fewer t h a n 
four m e m b e r s of t h e c a s t w e r e 
n o m i n a t e d for v a r i o u s a w a r d s . 
P a t Doyle for b e s t s u p p o r t i n g 
actor ; Ann G r e a l l y for b e s t sup­
po r t ing a c t r e s s ; M a u r a O'Neil l 
for s u p p o r t i n g a c t r e s s , a n d J a c k 
G r e e n for b e s t ac tor . 

I n Ga lway D r a m a Fes t iva l t h e y 
no t only f i l led t h e T a l b h d h e a r c , 
b u t every i n c h of s t a n d i n g a n d 
s i t t ing s p a c e , i n c l u d i n g t h e 

a i s les . M a u r a Noone received 
accla im for h e r in terpre ta t ion of 
t h e en igmat ic " S a r a h " a n d Noel 
Lyons w a s nomina ted for overall 
b e s t actor , a n d received t h e adju­
d i ca to r s ' special award for act ing 
a n d d i rec t ing . 
I n C la remor r i s D r a m a Festival 
Ann Grea l ly was very m u c h to t h e 
fore, winning t h e award for b e s t 
suppor t ing ac t ress . Noel Lyons 
p i c k e d u p a n adjudicators ' award 
for act ing, b u t t h e fantast ic mus ic 
a n d s inging of J o h n O'Neill, 
Michael Brogan a n d Terry Cole­
m a n e a r n e d t h e m t h e t rophy for 
t h e b e s t sound effects. 

T h e y a l so e n t e r e d MWR-FM 
R a d i o Fest ival , w h e r e they per­
formed " T h e Candy Man" , writ­
t en by Knox S t r ee t m a n , J o e 
Kenny. I t proved a very popular 
choice , a n d t h e cas t inc luded 
J a c k G r e e n , Pa t Noone, Michael 

Grogan , Michae l W a l d r o n , A n n 
Greal ly , Mar i e N o o n e , Noel 
Lyons, P a t Doyle a n d S e a n O 
D o m h n a l l l . 
I n J u n e of t h i s y e a r t h e y per ­
formed ' T r o u b l e d B a c h e l o r s " , 
w h e r e t h e y b l o o d e d s e v e r a l n e w 
m e m b e r s w h o r e c e i v e d e a g e r 
reac t ion from full h o u s e s , t h e 
c a s t was P a t Doyle , S e a n O 
Domhna l l l , P a d r a i c Lyons , M a u r a 
O'Neill , Pau l O 'Nei l l , A n n e G r e ­
ally, Ca t r iona Sweeney , Moi r a 
Noone, Michae l G r o g a n a n d 
Lisel le Mooney. 

At p r e s e n t t h e y a r e r e h e a r s i n g 
"Two Of A K i n d " b y H u g h Kin-
sella, a n d t h e y h o p e i t will 
receive a s favourable a r e a c t i o n 
from t h e i r a u d i e n c e s a s t h e y 
have in t h e p a s t y e a r . T h e i r c a s t 
inc ludes M a u r a O 'Nei l l , A n n a 
Gi l lesp ie , Ann Grea l ly , C a t r i o n a 
Sweeney, Tony Carney , J a c k 
G r e e n e , J o h n n y Mul l a rkey , 
R o b e r t K ean e a n d M i c h a e l G r o ­
gan. T h e y would love t o s e e s o m e 
n e w m e m b e r s j o i n i n g t h e m . 
T h e officers a r e - P r e s i d e n t , 
F r a n k Leonard ; c h a i r m a n , P a t 
Doyle; t r ea su re r , M i c h a e l Daly; 
secretary , Maura O'Nei l l . 

The cast of "Translations" - front, left to right: Frank Leonard, Jimmy Griblln, Jack Greene, Pat Doyle, Maura O'Neill 
John George Dillon-Leetch. Back: Noel Lyons, Anne Greally, Moira Noone, Pat Daly. 
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Ballyhaunis 

N o r a H a w k e s 

After an absence of forty-seven 
years I revisited Ballyhaunis 

during the Hallowe'en weekend, 
at the invitation of my good 
friends, Mrs. Gilmore - Nurse 
Green as she was back in 1943 -
and Michael Smyth, with whose 
parents I stayed during my two 
years sojourn in the town. 

I had graduated from U.C.G. in 
1942, and came to Ballyhaunis to 
teach in the Secondary top in 
1943. T h e Secondary top was an 
extension of the Primary School 
and prepared students for the 
Intermediate Certificate Exami­
nation. I recall there were just 
two of us teaching there, Sr. 
Mechtilde and myself and 
between us we shared the seven 
subjects on the curriculum. 

We started at 9.00 a m . and fin­
ished at 4.00 p.m. with just a 
half-hour for lunch. There was no 
such thing then, as teachers 
teaching 18 or 24 hours per 
week; there were no free classes 
during the day. We taught 30 
hours per week and after that we 
did corrections of pupils home­
work The teachers of the present 
day with 22 hours per week 
would never survive that type of 
regime! 

Let me hasten to add, however, 
that the classes were smaller and 
discipline presented no problem 
what-so-ever. Parents who sent 
their children to the secondary 
school expected them to work 
and their study was supervised 
by them at nkjht-time. Television 
was not a problem - in fact even a 
radio did not disturb the peace in 
many houses; so girls who contin­
ued their education after the pri­
mary school did so because they 
wanted to improve their employ­
ment prospects or to go on to fur­
ther education. Discos, or singing 
pubs, were unheard of for 
teenagers so the young people 
did not have to contend with the 
myriad distractions of their pre­
sent day counterparts. 

By 1943 the war had escalated 
out of all proportion. Countries 
like Ireland, not direcdy 
involved, suffered indirectìy as a 
result of the scarcity of many 
essential products which had to 

be rationed - e.g. sugar, tea, but­
ter, flour etc. Because of our 
proximity to England, there was 
always the fear that by accident 
or design a bomb might be 
dropped on Ireland so most of 

the young able bodied men joined 
the F.CA. , L.D.F. while the 
ladies became members of the 
Red Cross. 

T h e ladies of Ballyhaunis were 
particularly active in the Red 
Cross and during my stay there 
Bridget Mary Caulfield (Mrs. 
Halpin), Nurse Green, Mrs. 
Smyth (RIP) (Michael's mother), 
myself and many others were 
involved. Lectures in First Aid 
and home nursing were given to 
us by Dr. Smyth (RD?) and Nurse 
Greene. Competitions were held 

• CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE very forcibly b y t h e changes 
w h i c h have t a k e n p lace i n t h e 
town. Forty-seven years ago Bal ly­
haun is , l i k e most s m a l l towns o f 
i ts s ize, w a s a quiet v i l lage w h i c h 
k n e w l i t t i e o f Indus t ry or C o m ­
merce . T o d a y i t is a v ibrant com­
merc ia l centre to w h i c h H a l - A l 
has m a d e no s m a l l contr ibut ion, 
no t to m e n t i o n Canon H o r a n ' s 
A i rpor t a t Knock , w h i c h has 
opened u p Connaught to t h e 
w o r l d a n d t h e w o r l d to Con­
naught . T o see t h e m i n a r e t o f t h e 
H a l - A l Mosque g l i n t i n g i n t h e 
evening sun was , i n d e e d , a major 
surprise a n d a rea l symbol o f t h e 
place Ba l lyhaunis has in t h e 
'global v i l lage ' . 

Ba l lyhaunis ho lds m a n y happy 
m e m o r i e s for m e . I t was t h e r e I 
m e t D e n i s , w h o became m y hus­
b a n d , a n d m a n y others whose 
f r iendsh ip has stood t h e test o f 
t i m e . M a n y , a las , have passed on , 
among t h e m m y dear f r iends, 
K a t h l e e n S m y t h , Srs. d e Reicc i 
a n d Agnes w h o w e r e so he lp fu l to 
m e as a young teacher , - A i r 
d h e i s L a m h D e go R a i b h a n-
anamnacha u i l lg . 

M a r b h u l l l e scoir, b a m h a i t h 
1 oi in m o bhu iochas a ghabha i l l e 
M i c h e a l M a c G a b h a n n agus B e a n 
M h i c G h i o l l a m h u i r e a t h u g 
cu breadh d o m a th -chua i r t a thab-
h a l r t ar a n mbai lc agus m o 
smaointe fanacha a n o c h t a d h don 
I r i s b h l l a n t i u l "Annagh Maga­
z ine" . 

Major John 
McBride 

B y A n t h o n y J . J o r d a n 

" V / T U C H has b e e n w r i t t e n about 
lYlJohn O 'Leary, M i c h a e l 
Dav i t t , A r t h u r G r i f f i t h , t h e 
G A A . , T . B . , war , Roger Case­
ment , J a m e s Connol ly, P. H . 
Pearse a n d t h e signatories o f 
1916 , E a m o n n D e V a l e r a a n d , o f 
course, M a u d G o m i e . U n t i l now 
we have h a d b u t scant m a t e r i a l 
on J o h n M c B r i d e , w h o was b o r n 
in Westport , Co. Mayo , and w a s 
vice-commander o f t h e I r i s h 
Republ ican A r m y , Ma jor in t h e 
South Afr ica 's Republ ic , organ­
iser o f t h e Transvaa l I r i s h 
Brigade, and w h o d i e d for I r e ­
l and , 5 t h M a y , 1 9 1 6 . 

T h i s b o o k is a major contr ibu­
t ion to t h e turbu lent h istory o f 
I r e l a n d , a n d i t is a b o o k about a 
Mayo m a n , w r i t t e n b y a Mayo 
m a n , pub l ished b y t h e Westpor t 
Histor ica l Society a n d p r i n t e d in 
Westport by Berry 's Pr in t ing 
Works. H a t s off to a l l concerned 
for someth ing t h a t m u s t be some 
k i n d o f record. 

T i l l s book is a n a t t e m p t b y 
Anthony J . J o r d a n to investigate 
the story o f Major J o h n 
McBr ide 's l i fe , th rough h i s ear ly 
days, into t h e Boer W a r , onto h i s 
re lat ionship w i t h M a u d Gonne , 
into t h e te r r ib le beauty o f 1 9 1 6 , 
and to h i s execution. 

T h e author deserves huge bou­
quets for a r e m a r k a b l e effort i n 
putt ing together t h e story o f J o h n 
McBr ide , w h e n you real ise t h e 
dear th o f m a t e r i a l a n d o f sources 
available to h i m . 

Nowadays, there is non-stop 
publicity about I r e l a n d , enter ing 
Europe o f 1 9 9 2 , a n d a l l t h e 
changes t h a t is going to create. 
T h e r e is no going forward o f 
course, w i thout knowing w h e r e 
we are coming f rom, a n d Anthony 
J . Jordan 's book o f Major J o h n 
McBr ide is an excel lent effort, 
and fills a void t h a t has existed 
for too long. 

Final ly , I first m e t t h e author 
w h e n he was a Bal lyhaunis m a n 
l iving in T u a m (St . J a r l a t h ' s Col­
lege) and our f r iendsh ip has 
never wavered , down th rough t h e 
years. A n d so, as a T u a m m a n , 
now l iv ing in Bal lyhaunis , I would 
l i ke to say, on a personal note, 
" I ' m p roud o f ya, s h a m ! " . 

Fr. Mattie Greaney 

i n Cast lebar a n d teams f rom dif­
fe rent par ts o f t h e county com­
p e t e d . Our prowess in dea l ing 
w i t h injuries o f a l l k i n d s was 
tes ted and w e car r ied b a c k t h e 
laure ls to Bal lyhaunis on many 
occasions. 

D r i l l f o r m e d another p a r t o f 
our t ra in ing and a Sergeant 
F lanagan f rom t h e a r m y pu t us 
t h r o u g h our paces. W e learned 
h o w to fo rm double a n d single 
f i le , s tand a t ease, a t tent ion etc. 
a n d a t processions a n d publ ic 
functions w e m a r c h e d in uni form 
w i t h t h e F . C A . For tunate ly for a l l 
concerned w e were never 
requ i red to demonst ra te our 
sk i l ls in a rea l ba t t l e s i tuat ion, 
b u t t h e knowledge acqui red in 
h o m e nursing and f i rst a id stood 
m e in good s tead subsequently 
w h e n dea l ing w i t h minor injuries 
a t h o m e and a t school. 

Af ter school , w a l k i n g was our 
pr inc ipa l past - t ime . P a t D o h e r t y 
o f t h e U ls te r B a n k ; Nurse G r e e n 
( M r s G i l m o r e ) a n d myse l f p layed 
t h e o d d game of gol f w h d e boat­
ing on Annagh Lake p rov ided 
another d ivers ion " w h e n t h e toi l 
o f t h e long d a y was over". I was 
g l a d to r e a d i n a recent ed i t ion of 
t h e Magaz ine t h a t t h i s facul ty is 
be ing opened u p once m o r e for 
t h e pleasure a n d enjoyment o f 
young a n d o ld . 

O n m y recent visi t I was struck 



Confirmation, 5th class. Back row, left to right: Carol Donnelly, Yvonne Murphy, Eibhlin O'Connor, Shirley Tarpey. Mlrlcilci 
row: Clodagh Shields, Noelle Waldron. Caroline Kedlan, Claire Flynn, Emma Brogan, Kathleen Connell, Sheena McCrudden, 
Margaret Nestor, Aileen Nestor. Front row: Emma Kirrane, Colette O'Dowd, Pamela Heaney, Winifred Maughan, Caroline! 
Kirrane, Treacy Flanagan, Annette Fitzmaurice, Karen Morris. Archbishop Cassidy, Canon Costello, Fr. Greally and Sr. 
Teresa Fahy. 

Confirmation, 6th class - Back row, left to right: Mairead Costello, Elthne Byrne, V a l e r i e Kilcourse, Elma Kilbride, Deirdre 
O'Connor, Veronla Began, Catherine Rabbltte, Geraldine Maughan, Third row: Laura Lyons, Gienieve Flanagan, Margaret 
Burke, Maire Gildea, Sandra Walsh. Second row: Sheena Flanagan, Clara Healy, Emer Cunnlffc, Sinead Nevin, Noelle Biesty, 
Shirley Keane, Elaine Webb, Mary Teresa Kelly. Front row, left to right: Nóirln Lyons. Clodagh Lyons, Denise Biesty, Caro­
line Barrett, Pauline Madden, Regina Moran, Catherine Higgins, Miriam Lilly, Carol-Ann Cameron. Also in photograph: Arch­
bishop Cassidy, Canon Costello  and Sr. Rosario, Fr. Justin, O.Carm. 
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Scomtlii! 
t h r o u g h t h e 

d e c a d e s 
S i x t y y e a r s o f 

S c o u t i n g 

TH E 4 t h Mayo Troop C.B.S.I. 
Is sixty years in ex is tence th i s 

year. For m o s t o f those years 
S e a m u s Durkan h a s b e e n 
involved wi th t h e Troop in one 
form or another. S e a m u s h a s 
given a huge amount of h i s t i m e 
to Scouting, and t h e Troop i s 
grateful to h i m for that. However, 
t h i s "piece" i s not a tribute to 
S e a m u s Durkan nor i s It a history 
of t h e 4 t h Mayo. We s imply 
invited Scouts from different 
"eras" to s e n d u s s o m e of the ir 
m e m o r i e s of Scouting. Here are 
t h e contributions . . . 

T h e T h i r t i e s 

T h e First Seventeen 
J a c k Halpin 

T T T H E N I w a s to ld sixty years 
VV ago, t h a t a Troop of Boy 

Scouts was going to b e formed in 
Ballyhaunis, I w a s s o exc i ted I 
thought it was too good to b e 
true. However, a meet ing of 
parents and boys w a s he ld in t h e 
Parish Church Grounds and 
addressed by Fr. Moane, C . C , 
w h o was one of our curates, and a 
Scout Master from the Castlebar 
Troop, a Mr. Robert (Bob) 
Kilkelly. They told u s w h a t 
Scouting w a s all about. Mr. 
Kilkelly w a s d r e s s e d In h i s Scout 
Uniform, and w a s wearing t h e old 
type Scout hat wh ich reminded 
m e of the type t h e North-West 
Canadian Mountie Police wore 
during the s i lent movie days. 
After a few meet ings wi th Mr. 
Kilkelly, w h o u s e d to arrive in 
Ballyhaunis on h i s motorcycle, a 
Troop of seventeen boys was 
formed, wi th Mr. William 
Mulligan, Principal teacher in 
Coolnafarna National School in 

those days, a s Scout Master, and 
Mr. Michael O'Malley, as h i s 
assistant. T h i s was the beginning 
of the 4 t h Mayo Troop. 

We got a room from Mr. Peter 
Lynch, over h i s premises , in 
Abbey Street, which h e u s e d as 
t h e first Scouts' Den. We were 
i s sued wi th our uniforms. As far 
a s I can recollect, they cost 
around £ 2 . 0 0 . Then we got down 
to t h e ser ious s ide of learning 
h o w to b e good Scouts. It wasn't 
long until seventeen boys, aged 
from twelve to fourteen, marched 
from Peter Lynch's to the Parish 
Church for t h e first Investiture of 
t h e 4 t h Mayo Scout Troop. The 
Town and Church grounds were 
l ined wi th people and included 
all the m u m m i e s and daddys, of 
t h e boys be ing invested, w h o got 
special viewing. T h e children, 
w h o were too young to b e Scouts 

looked at u s longingly a s w e 
marched through t h e town in our 
smart uniforms, our yel low 
neckerchiefs, and our Mountied 
Police hats . As Mr. Mulligan was 
an ex-Irish Army Officer, w e were 
turned out in a manner wh ich 
later we got great credit for. 
Being an ex-Army Officer, and in 
order to prepare u s for t h i s b ig 
day, w e were marched to 
Cxjolnafarna School three 
evenings a w e e k for drill and 
various other Army-type 
exercises. S o m e of those were 
learning how to signal by flags 
(semaphore), learning how to 
signal using the Morse Code, and 
various other Army type 
activities. A s a matter of fact, a t 
t imes , it felt l ike w e were in t h e 
Army. 

Scouting activities in those 
days were wonderful. We had 
Scout h i k e s every Sunday, wh ich 
meant cycling to some historical 
places of interest within a 12-
mile radius. We t h e n purchased a 
few "Bell" t ents and s o w e were 
able to go out camping. The 
"Bell" tents could s l eep around 
fifteen people and were of an 
Army style, and I'm sure lots of 
you reading th i s would remember 
how warm and comfortable they 
could b e ? After all t h i s training, 
we were ready for our first major 
outing, and th i s w a s to the 

• CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE As I reca l l t h e s e n a m e s I a l so 
reca l l t h e h a p p y t i m e s we al l 
Scou ted together, a n d w h e n m y 
own Scout ing d a y s w e r e over I 
h a d g r e a t p l e a s u r e i n see ing m y 
own two sons , P a t a n d J o h n , a n d 
m y g randson , M a r k McCafferty, 
wear ing t h e uniform, a l t h o u g h 
c h a n g e d t h r o u g h t h e years , of 
t h e 4 t h Mayo Troop of Boy 
Scouts . 

The 'Forties 
Albe r t Lyons 

EN I w a s a s k e d to wr i t e a 
few l ines ab o u t m y 

m e m o r i e s of t h e Scou t s in 
Ba l lyhaunis , m a n y different 
t h o u g h t s f l a shed t h r o u g h m y 
m i n d . B u t I j u s t s t o p p e d a n d 
a s k e d myself: "Why d i d I jo in t h e 

local S c o u t s " ? R i g h t now, I j u s t 
t h i n k t h a t i t was , p e r h a p s , t h e 
s i g h t of t h e o l d e r boys in un i fo rm 
a t t h e annua l E u c h a r i s t i c 
Process ion , t h e s i g h t of t h e m 
going on a d a y h i k e on foot or 
bicycle a n d h e a r i n g s t o r i e s of t h e 
annua l C a m p i n Furbo or Barna . 
B u t m y y e a r s in t h e Scou t s -
looking b a c k - w e r e g r e a t yea r s . 

My first m e m o r y i s of m a k i n g 
l as t ing a n d firm f r iends . J o e 
Lynch (R.I .P.) , a n d myse l f l ived 
in different p a r t s of Ba l lyhaun i s , 
a n d i t w a s t h r o u g h t h e Scou t s 
t h a t J o e a n d I b e c a m e firm a n d 
c lose f r iends . May h e r e s t i n 
peace . 

T h e S c o u t s f rom o t h e r t o w n s 
a n d c i t i e s f o r m e d a f r i e n d s h i p 
w i t h u s in Ba l lyhaun i s -
f r i endsh ips w h i c h h a v e l a s t e d 
down t h r o u g h t h e yea r s . Only t e n 
days ago I h a d a cal l f rom a 
m e m b e r of t h e 1 9 t h Dub l in 
Troop, now Fr . Noel M a d d e n , a 
P .P . in Dub l in . 

I r e m e m b e r t h e h i k e s t o 
Logboy a n d S t r a i d , t h e S u m m e r 
c a m p s i n Ba rna , Furbo , Lis towel 
a n d Bray. T h e cooking - wel l , 
wha teve r I l e a r n e d h e r e s t ood to 
m e w h e n , a s a p r i e s t , I h a d n o t a 
h o u s e k e e p e r . T h a n k s for t h a t ! 

We h a d ou r m o m e n t s - s e r i o u s 
t h e n , b u t c a n b e l a u g h e d a t now. 
I t i s a p p r o p r i a t e now t h a t a s I 
wr i t e t h i s , t h e r e i s a b a d s t o r m 
raging al l over t h e country. " O n 
s u c h a n i g h t a s t h i s " - o n m y first 
annua l C a m p in Barna , a c e r t a i n 
Scout d i s t u r b e d a n d s ca r ed u s , a s 
h e t r i e d to l i gh t c a n d l e s - for 
w h a t - to s e e if t h e t i d e w a s i n -
imagine , in a gale-force 8. O u r 
first n i g h t a t t h e s e a s i d e ! 

T h o s e of you m a y r e m e m b e r 
t h e b u r s t m a i n w h i c h s e n t 
t h o u s a n d s of ga l lons of w a t e r 
r i g h t t h r o u g h our c a m p s i t e in 
Bray - t h e very first morn ing . If 
our p a r e n t s cou ld only s e e u s t h a t 
morn ing . 

T h e In t e rna t i ona l Scout C a m p 
in Listowel, w h e r e we m e t boys 
our own age from o t h e r coun t r i e s , 
a n d w h o s p o k e l anguages w e 

• CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

Members o f the Troop at KUleaden H o u s e , Kilt imagh, 1 9 3 2 . Front: B. Mulligan, S.M.; Scouts: D . Waldron, P. Hefiernan, O. 
Cunningham, O. Cooney, T. Buckley, J . Ganley, J . Halpin, M. O'Malley, A.S.M. Middle: D . Fitzgerald, G. Murray, J . Henry, T. 
Hannon, M. Griffin, S. Flatley. Back: W. Flatiev. T. O'Malley. E. Fitzgerald. J . Smyth , G. Fitzmauriee. 
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E u c h a r i s t i c Congress in Dubl in , 
In 1932 . For t h i s expedi t ion , w e 
c a m p e d in t h e g r o u n d s of 
T e r e n u r e College, a n d i t w a s a 
wonderfu l s i g h t t o s e e fifteen-
h u n d r e d Boy Scou t s u n d e r 
canvas in one a rea . 

I t w a s a very w a r m S u m m e r 
t h a t year , a n d p a r t of our d u t i e s 
a s t h e 4 t h Mayo Troop w a s t o 
a d m i n i s t e r a n d h e l p w i t h F i r s t 
Aid , b r ing ing d r i n k s t o faint ing 
p e o p l e , a n d t rying to k e e p t h e 
c r o w d s in o rde r . I t w a s sure ly a 
m e m o r a b l e two w e e k s . 

L a t e r on in y e a r s a s t h e 4 t h 
Mayo grew we h a d c a m p s a t t h e 
Ca tho l i c T r u t h Congre s se s i n 
T u a m a n d Killarney; w e c a m p e d 
a t n u m e r o u s o t h e r p l a c e s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e country, b u t I c a n 
s t i l l vividly r e m e m b e r t h e 
format ion of t h e 4 t h Mayo a n d 
t h o s e first s even teen Scou t s , w h o 
h e l p e d to b r i n g Scouting, w i t h all 
i t s joys , t o Bal lyhaunis , ab ly l e d 
b y Bil l Mull igan. T h e roll cal l in 
t h o s e ear ly days of 1 9 3 1 r e a d s . . 
. J o e Cooney, J a c k Ganley, P e t i e 
H a n n o n , Mickey Griffin, Geo rge 
R t z m a u r i c e , J a c k Ha lp in , 
S e a m u s Flatley. T h e r e m a i n i n g 
t e n h a v e p a s s e d to t h e i r e t e r n a l 
r e w a r d - J o h n Buckley, T o m m i e 
H a n n o n , D e s m o n d F i tzgera ld , 
E d d i e Fi tzgera ld , Billy Flat iey, 
J o h n Henry , J o e Smyth , Geo rge 
Murray, T i m O'Malley a n d 
Wil l iam Murphy . 



T r o o p 1 9 4 9 - Front: E . Meath , J . B ie s ty , J . F r e e m a n , S. Barrett , M. Biesty , S. Smyth. Second: M. Smyth , P . Forrie , S . 
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could n o t u n d e r s t a n d . I n t h e 
m i d d l e of a l l t h a t I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Scou t ing t h e r e w a s a r e a l famil iar 
t o u c h - a few of u s p l a y e d for 
Lis towel i n t h e Ker ry Minor 
C h a m - p i o n s h i p - n o b o d y k n e w 
u s ! 

T h e o t h e r m e m o r y w a s w h e n 
w e t e a s e d a very sen ior m e m b e r 
of ou r T roop w h e n w e c a u g h t h i m 
" c h a t t i n g u p " a young loca l lady. 
Natura l ly , h e w a s annoyed a n d 
r e p a i d u s t h e n e x t m e e t i n g -
i n s t e a d of a one -mi le m a r c h t o 
S u n d a y M a s s , h e m a r c h e d u s al l 
of e i g h t m i l e s - four to C h u r c h 
a n d four b a c k , a n d t h a t w a s w h e n 
w e fas ted f rom m i d n i g h t . How 
p o p u l a r h e w a s t h a t Sunday! 

T h e n t h e r e w e r e t h e v i s i t s of 
p a r e n t s w h o ca l l ed to s e e if we 
w e r e st i l l a l ive a n d in good 
h e a l t h . T h e y a lways s e e m e d to go 
away h a p p y , a n d we w e r e g lad to 
s e e t h e m go - after a l l , w e w e r e 
self-sufficient! We w e r e m e m b e r s 
of t h e 4 t h Mayo Troop , C.B.S.I . , 
b u t t h e i r few sh i l l ings w e r e 
w e l c o m e . 

If you w e r e a m e m b e r in m y 
t i m e , p e r h a p s t h e s e few t h o u g h t s 
wil l r eca l l ou r days together in 
t h e Scou t s , or m a y b e s t i r u p 
p l e a s a n t m e m o r i e s of our happy 
days of t h e d i s t a n t pas t . T h e y 
w e r e good d a y s w h e n , unknown 
to ourse lves , w e l e a r n e d a l o t I 
t h a n k m y l a t e p a r e n t s a n d t h e 
Scou t L e a d e r s w h o gave m e t h e 
c h a n c e to s e e a new wor ld 
t h r o u g h t h e Scouts . 

To m y f r iends in Bal lyhaunis 
a n d e l s e w h e r e in t h e Scout ing 
fraterni ty , I say " t h a n k you for 
t h e m e m o r i e s " . Maybe I s h o u l d 
wr i t e a b o o k of m e m o r i e s ! 

The 'Fifties 
J o h n n y Bies ty 

IN m y you th in Bal lyhaunis 
t h e r e w e r e no t m a n y 

d i s t r ac t i ons , so w h a t d i d we d o to 
p a s s t h e t i m e ? - football, a l t a r 
s e r v e r s a n d t h e Scouts . We jo ined 
t h e Scou t s a t eleven p lus . W h a t 
d o I r e m e m b e r abou t t h e m ? T h e 
h i k e s to Er r i t , Mann in a n d 
Logboy - t rying to l igh t t h e fire 

w i t h only two m a t c h e s - n o fire 
l igh te r s ! S e a m u s D u r k a n , P a d d y 
Forr ie a n d J o h n Morley smel l ing 
a r o u n d to s e e if s o m e 
en te rp r i s ing Scout h a d b r o u g h t a 
bo t t l e of paraffin a long t o h e l p 
t h e fire on i t s way - b u r n e d 
s a u s a g e s a n d we l l -boded t e a -
g rea t stuff! 

T h e c a m p s : Listowel , 
Ennlsc rone , R o m e , Barna , 
S t radbal ly , Glens ta l , Old H e a d . 
Be ing w o k e n u p du r ing t h e n i g h t 
by a flood flowing t h r o u g h t h e 
t en t , be l l t e n t s , r i dge t e n t s -
cooking for th i r ty hung ry 
t e e n a g e r s . J o h n Morley 's b r e a d 
p u d d i n g ; S e a m u s D u r k a n ' s p o t 
roast ; m u g s of cocoa a n d b r e a d 
a n d j a m a r o u n d t h e c a m p fire. 
T h e inspec t ions - h o w we h a t e d 
t h e m , a n d we could never b e a t 
Sean S m y t h a n d Sonny Bar re t t . 
Boy, were t h e y nea t ! F ind ing ou t 
w h a t t h e couples w e r e doing u p 
t h e s a n d h i l l s in Ennlscrone! 

Finally, t h e f r iends - t h e y w e r e 
all over t h e p lace , Dubl in , 
Limerick, Cavan, London, T u a m . 
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was returning the half-crown and 
the £1 note was the interest it 
had accumulated down through 
the years. We had a good laugh 
over the episode, and also a good 
drink, and went home the best of 
friends as we had been in those 
days, little money in our pockets, 
but plenty of happiness in our 
hearts. 

The 'Sixties 
Cong '66 

Mike Cleary 

Isuppose every scout camp had 
its share of high spots and 

disasters indelibly if not 
faithfully recorded in the 
memories of those who took part 
Cong, '66, was no exception. 

The camp was a very organised 
affair or so we thought The two 
patrols, Fox and Tiger, lead 
respectively by Junior Connolly 
and John Kilduff, were almost 
self-contained units, each with its 
own tent, eating shelter, cooking 
fire and refuse pits. A pennant 
was flown each day by the best 
organised patrol as judged at 
morning inspection. The 
competition for this piece of cloth 
between the two patrols was 
intended to ensure a relaxed and 
trouble-free camp for our leaders. 
As J . J . Cribben, John Cleary and 

John Higgins threatened lost 
marks if their porrage was lumpy, 
sausages were burnt, or their 
sensibflities were offended by an 
unruly meal time, Freddie Herr 
and Pat Freeley noted for 
housekeeping skills beavered 
away trying to gain one up on the 
others. Mike Griffin developed an 
interest which has lasted 
through the years, kept the fires 
blazing and the fuel stocks high. 
Seamus Connell, using family 
skills, made camp furniture. 
Miles of sisal were used to 
demarcate the different areas of 
the patrol's space into "rooms" 
and lofty gates were erected and 
secured with rigging under 
Georgie Hannon's able direction. 
We were very keen to have the 
integrity of these "walls" 
respected and many a row broke 
out over Jim Ryan sneaking into 
the Tiger Patrol over the sisal 
rather than taking the long way 
around to ender by the "door". 

On the parents' visiting day, as 
to be expected, everything ws 
ship-shape and the parents were 
given the grand tour through all 
the official paths and gateways. 
Of course there was always the 
parent who let the side down and 
I recall my own nosey father 
poking about on his own and even 
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Glenstal Abbey 
Anthony Jordan 

T N 1950 we camped at Glenstal 
_l_Abbey. I shared a bivvy with 
John Biesty. As we snuggled in 
our sleeping bags the first night, 
the rain began to fall steadily. I 
was awakened during the night 
to hear John calling: "Anthony, 
Anthony". He was sitting up and 
feeling around the tent with his 
hands. "Anthony, it's water", he 
said. I put my hand out to feel 
the water flowing through the 
tent. We rushed outside, grabbed 
a spade and dug a trench to 
channel the water down the hill, 
by-passing our bivvy. In the 
darkness, we could hear other 
Scouts hard at work. On 
finishing our trench we watched 
in horror as it filled up quickly 
and over-flowed through our 
patch again. Just then, Jim 
Devine, our Scout Master, came 
with a torch. "Evacuate to the 
school hall with all your gear", 
he said. 

Money Lost But 
A Friend Gained 

Murt Hunt 
TT7HEN Cms Greally of 
W Drimbane called me to one 
side in Morris's Pub a few years 
ago and handed me a £1 note 
and an old half-crown, I was 
utterly confused. However, when 
he explained his action the 
memories all came flooding back 
of Scouting in the good old days 
of the late 'fifties. 

On arriving on camp at Old 
Head, near Louisburgh, we 
pitched tent in a downpour of 
rain on a slope overlooking Clew 
Bay. In the panic of the occasion 
we had problems sorting out our 
rucksacks and sleeping bags in 
torch-light but, nevertheless, 
slept soundly with a virtual river 
of water all around us. 

I had two half-crowns to see 
me through the week's camp, but 
in the morning all I could find 
was one. So my spending power 
was cut by half, and I had to cut 
back on luxuries, but still 
managed to enjoy myself 
thoroughly. 

Gus explained to me thathe 
found my other half-crown and 
thought he was made for life. He • CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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s ang ' J a k e T h e Fake ' , a 
pe r fo rmance I h a v e only once 
s e e n h i m d o s ince , a t a t i m e 
w h e n h e w a s m o v e d by a s imi lar 
s p i r i t 

F r e d d i e H e r r ga ined 
ever las t ing fame i n succeeding, 
d e s p i t e h i s t e n d e r years , t o m a k e 
a d a t e w i t h one of t h e local gir ls , 
a n d t o p p e d i t off b y scoring t h e 
winning goal in t h e World Cup for 
GERMANY. ( T h a t was in t h e 
rep lay w h i c h you m a y r e m e m b e r 
w a s p l a y e d i n Gong t h a t year ) . 

T h e c r e d i t for t h e final 
" d i s a s t e r " of t h e c a m p m u s t go t o 
E u g e n e Morley, a s far a s I can 
reca l l h e go t s i ck on t h e way 
h o m e i n t h e car!! 

The 'Seventies 
J o h n D u r k a n 

NEW r e c r u i t s inc luded Pau l 
Timoney, J o h n Fi tzgerald , 

Ivan Freeley, J o h n Griffin, J o h n 
Toolan, S e a n Moran (Hazelhi l l ) ; 
J o e O 'Gara , Oll ie Concannon, 
a m o n g o t h e r s . T h e ve t e r ans 
i n c l u d e d t h e ea r l i e s t P .Ls. t h a t I 
s e rved u n d e r , F r e d d i e H e r r a n d 
P a t Free ley of t h e Wolf Pat rol . 

We s p e n t t h e Win te r of 1 9 6 8 
get t ing r e a d y for inves t i tu re . 
T e s t s h a d t o b e p a s s e d , l a w s h a d 
to b e l e a r n e d , ' D o c h a s Linn 
N a o m h P a d r a i g ' a n d ' A m h r a n Na 
bFiann ' a t t e m p t e d . Ol l ie 
Concannon s ang t h e 'Auld 
Kilkelly Bi rd ' , r e su l t i ng in t h e 
Scout M a s t e r ge t t i ng m a r r i e d . 

Eas te r , 1969 , t h e r e v n s a 
w e e k e n d c a m p in Cong. O u r f i rs t 
n igh t u n d e r canvas! We d i d n o t 
s leep a wink. F r e d d i e H e r r go t a 
p r e s e n t of a p i k e from a local 
f i sherman. Nobody w a n t e d 
anything t o d o w i t h i t F r e d d i e 
cooked it, I a t e m o s t / a l l of i t 
We wen t to M a s s in full un i fo rm 
( shor t p a n t s for everybody). I 
b o u g h t a s e c o n d h a n d o n e from 
Alex Eaton. I never go t a c h a n c e 
to grow in to i t a s t h e 1 9 7 0 s s aw a 
move to a m o r e m o d e r n ( a n d 
m o r e imprac t ica l ) l i gh t -b lue s h i r t 
a n d long p a n t s . 

T h e n t h e r e w a s t h e famous 
Le t t e rgesh c a m p . W e e k one s aw 
t e n t s b lown al l over t h e field. W e 
h a d to a b a n d o n t h e c a m p s i t e 
a n d h e a d for t h e local school . 
T h e chap la in t o t h e c a m p w a s 
newly o r d a i n e d J . J . Cr ibbin . 

• CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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s t e p p i n g over b o u n d a r y l ines ! H e 
go t h i s d e s e r t s a s h e e n t e r e d t h e 
re fuse a r e a b y a n u n a p p r o v e d 
r o u t e a n d s t e p p e d on to t h e 
camouf l aged w e t " s o a k p i t " , 
w h i c h h a d long s ince c e a s e d to 
s o a k a n y w h e r e d u e t o t h e l a rge 
a m o u n t of g r e a s e p r e s e n t , b u t 
ce r ta in ly s o a k e d h i s b e s t S u n d a y 
t r o u s e r s . T h e m o r a l of t h e 
e x p e r i e n c e w a s m e a n t t o b e n o t 
t o t a k e s h o r t c u t s b u t m y fa the r 
l e a r n t h i s l e s s o n s b e t t e r t h a n 
t h a t , h e n e v e r w e n t n e a r a s cou t 
c a m p a g a i n for t h e r e s t of h i s 
d a y s . T h a t w a s n o t t h e only 
mi s fo r tune t o befal l t h e family on 
t h a t c a m p . My b r o t h e r , G e r , in 
o n e of t h e few g a m e s of football 
h e ever p l a y e d , w a s "fell u p o n " 
b y o n e of t h e l e a d e r s a n d 
suffered a b r o k e n col lar b o n e . 
T h e l e a d e r i n q u e s t i o n b e i n g h i s 
b i g b r o t h e r . 

O n e of t h e y o u n g e s t o n t h e 
c a m p , P a t Free ley , w a s 
i n t r o d u c e d t o s t r o n g l i quor i n t h e 
c o u r s e of t h e for tn ight . T h i s w a s 
Jus t i f ied b y a t o o t h a c h e w h i c h 
h a d def ied re l ie f b y t h e m o r e 
confent ional 'Aspr in ' . I f m y 
m e m o r y s e r v e s m e correct ly , h i s 
ve r t i c t on t h e e x p e r i e n c e w a s 
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m e e t i n g s a s a twelve o r t h i r t e e n -
year-old in t h e front D e n , u n d e r 
va r ious Scout M a s t e r s , b u t 
invariably w i t h S e a m u s D u r k a n 
a s " t h e b o s s " . I h e a r d of Canon 
Moane a n d t h e r ecen t ly d e c e a s e d 
Bil l Mul l igan a n d h o w t h e y h a d 
founded t h e Troop a l m o s t forty 
yea r s before t h a t I a n d m y 
f r iends w e r e r e g a l e d w i t h s to r i e s 
of " c a m p s " to L o u r d e s a n d 
L i smore , p roof of w h i c h l ay In t h e 
m a n y m e m o r a b l e p i c t u r e s 
h a n g i n g on t h e wal l of t h e Den . 

I r e m e m b e r t r ans fe r r ing form 
t h e old navy uni form to t h e m o r e 
m o d e r n b lue , a n d b e i n g 
d e l i g h t e d b e c a u s e ou r l e g s w e r e 
ge t t ing ha i r i e r ! 

T h e D e n g r e w m u c h qu i cke r 
t h a n I d id , a s S e a m u s D u r k a n 
looked forward to s o m e t h i n g 
b igger a n d b e t t e r - a n d go t t h e r e 
eventually! 

A s one of t h e f irs t C u b L e a d e r s 
in t h e l a t t e r h a l f of t h e ' s even t i e s 
I r e m e m b e r t a k i n g t h e boys 
c a m p i n g t o a favourite s p o t in 
M o r a n ' s field, a c ro s s t h e r iver 
a n d b e h i n d t h e Abbey, a n d to a 
rus t i c a n d old-world v icarage 
n e a r Cong, conver t ed t o a h o s t e l . 

T h o s e w e r e t h e d a y s -1 t h ink ! 

The 'Eighties 
E s s e x ' 8 4 

P a u l Waldron 

FO U R L e a d e r s , A n n a H e r r , 
M a t t O'Dwyer, Mike Cleary 

a n d J o h n D u r k a n , w i t h Scouts , 
P a u l a n d Mar t in Waldron , R o b e r t 
Flynn, S e a n Morley, A lan 
Ra t t igan , Tony S m y t h , Dona l 
Delaney, J o n a t h a n Cleary, Mar t in 
D u r k a n , T o m a n d J o h n Forde , 
J o h n M e e h a n , U l t a n Cru i se , 
Arafon Raf lque, T h o m a s Coxen 
a n d E a m o n Freyne s e t off a t t h e 
d e a d of n i g h t s h a r i n g t r a n s p o r t 
w i t h Troops from Cla remor r i s , 
C a s t l e b a r a n d Bal l ina , on t h e 
long b u s a n d ferry r i d e t o Essex . 
Every Joke, song a n d p r a n k was 
e x h a u s t e d by t h e t i m e w e 
r e a c h e d t h e s i t e a l m o s t twenty-
four h o u r s l a t e r . 

U s e d a s w e w e r e to spac ious 
c a m p s i t e s , ou r t iny a l l o t m e n t in 
t h i s t e n t e d city c a m e a s a major 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t , b u t w a s amply 
c o m p e n s a t e d for b y our Engl i sh 
n e i g h b o u r s - a g roup of Gi r l 
Scouts . T h i s w a s convenien t 
camping , s h o p s a n d a 
s u p e r m a r k e t on s i te , w a t e r t o 
h a n d , cooking on g a s (no fire 
wood collect ion), a n d act ivi t ies 
l a id on every m o r n i n g a n d 
afternoon. 

T h i s n e w e n v i r o n m e n t ca l l ed 
for n e w sk i l l s a n d l a t e n t t a l e n t s 
go t t h e i r c h a n c e t o b lo s som. M a t t 
O 'Dwyer s h o w e d t h e sk i l l s of a 
Eu ro M.E.P. i n a t t e n d i n g t h e all-
i m p o r t a n t S u b C a m p m e e t i n g s 
e a c h morn ing , a t w h i c h t h e 
a l l o t m e n t s of t i c k e t s for t h e d a y ' s 
ac t iv i t ies w e r e m a d e . S o m e h o w , 
M a t t m a n a g e d t o r e t u r n e a c h d a y 
w i t h m o r e t h a n our full s h a r e of 
t i cke t s for a l l t h e p l u m b 
act ivi t ies , l i k e Pa ra scend ing , 
Canoeing, C o m m a n d o Course , 
Archery - a n e n d l e s s l i s t S h o e 
po l i sh w a s a n i t e m I h a d never 
s e e n on a S c o u t c a m p before, b u t 
a round hal f -pas t -seven every 
evening b l o o d w a s in d a n g e r of 
b e i n g sp i l t over w h o w a s to h a v e 
i t next . For a full h o u r h a i r w a s 
w a s h e d , s h i r t s " i r o n e d " a n d 
a m a z i n g t r ans fo rma t ions w e r e 
m a d e in p r e p a r a t i o n for t h e 
disco . J o h n Fo rde , in pa r t i cu la r , 
neve r fai led to a m a z e a s h e 
e m e r g e d from h i s t e n t w i t h 
i m m a c u l a t e c l o t h e s ou t of t h e 
b o t t o m of h i s k i t b a g . We 
s u s p e c t e d h e h a d a s e c r e t g a d g e t 
for p r e s s i n g c lo thes . Wi th all t h e 
cooking for t h e twenty-five of u s 
d o n e on t h e o n e cooker w e 
per fec ted t h e a r t of one po t 
cooking. S t e w s a n d cu r r i e s (Arfon 
Raf lque ' s expe r t g u i d a n c e w a s 
invaluable) , w e r e t h e s t ap les . T h e 
cooking of one s u c h s t e w 
i l l u s t r a t ed t h e d e g r e e of our 
cul inary sk i l l s . A s tock-cube left 
over from vis i t of t h e F rench 
Scouts t h e p rev ious yea r in t h e 
s t ew by Dona l Delaney. After 
abou t a n h o u r , S e a n Morley 
t a s t e d t h e soup to discover a 
pol lu t ion m o s t foul ( d u e e i t h e r t o 
t h e age of t h e c u b e or t h e 
p recu l i a r i t i e s of F rench t a s t e ) . 
Wi th t h e p r o s p e c t of a mu t iny 
facing t h e cooks - t h e s t e w s w e r e 
actual ly q u i t e popu l a r - d ra s t i c 
act ion h a d to b e t a k e n . T h e s o u p 
w a s d u m p e d , t h e m e a t a n d veg. 
r i n sed a few t i m e s , n e w wa te r 
w a s a d d e d a n d t h e lo t w a s b o d e d 
u p again. I t w e n t down so well 
t h a t I a m convinced t h a t t h a t i s 
t h e idea l r ec ipe for s tew. 

T h e r e w e r e m a n y b r o k e n 
h e a r t s a s w e moved o u t of E s s e x 
on t h e l a s t day , a n d d e s p i t e t h e 
fact t h a t w e b r o k e t h e Journey 
h o m e w i t h a n over-night s t op in 
Wales, l e s s s l e ep w a s h a d t h a n 
on t h e way out . We p layed t h e 
Scout ing vers ion of mus ica l 
c h a i r s , everybody s p e n d s a w h i l e 
in everybody e l s e ' s t e n t I t h i n k 
t h a t every o n e of t h e b e d r a g g l e d 
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R e s t r a i n e d l anguage In t h e face 
of u n r e s t r a i n e d e l e m e n t s w a s n o t 
a lways easy for s o m e of t h e 
L e a d e r s . W e e k two saw a r e t u r n 
t o t h e c a m p a n d glorious 
s u n s h i n e . A p a r t from t h e b a d g e r 
ea t ing t h e sa lmon , i n t e n d e d for 
v i s i to r s ' day, t h e c a m p w e n t off 
o.k. T h i s w a s t o b e t h e l a s t c a m p 
w i t h t h e 4 t h Mayo on t h e i r own 
for over t e n years . 

T h e ' s even t i e s saw a revival of 
o ld u n i t s a n d t h e format ion of 
n e w u n i t s al l over t h e reg ion -
Bal l in robe , C la remor r i s , 
Cas t l e r ea , T u a m , Ki l t imagh , 
a m o n g o t h e r s , sp r ang in to life. 
T h e y a l l c a m e on c a m p w i t h u s to 
l e a r n t h e t r i cks of t h e t r a d e . 

S t r adba l ly s a w ourse lves a n d 
Ba l l in robe together. T h e L e a d e r s 
left q u i t e a n i m p r e s s i o n on t h e 
local females . T h e n e x t t i m e w e 
c a m p e d t h e r e w a s in 1 9 7 8 , H u g h 
Campbe l l , t h e Scout Mas t e r , on 
t h a t c a m p a n d myself w e r e t h e 
only survivors. Would anyone 
r e m e m b e r t h e wi ld Mayo m e n of 
1 9 7 0 - al l t h e (not so young) gir ls 
d i d . 

1 9 7 2 saw u s in L o u r d e s a n d 
S a n S e b a s t i a n - fly to P a r i s , 
pou r ing r a in in Par i s , c a n n o t 
s igh t - see , over-night t r a i n to 
L o u r d e s , b u s over t h e P y e r n e e s to 
Spa in , ge t sun-burned , food 
s t r ange . Fly h o m e from L o u r d e s 
to Dubl in . F i r s t t i m e ou t of t h e 
country, f irst t i m e on a p l a n e . 

1 9 7 4 w a s t h e year w e w e n t t o 
Swi tze r l and a n d R o m e . Over one-
hundred-and-f i f ty Scou t s 
inc lud ing Scou t s from Bel fas t ' s 
Fa l l s Road , m a d e t h e Journey. We 
flew to Zur ich , you h a d to b e on 
t i m e for t h e t r a i n to R o m e . Swiss 
t r a i n s neve r r u n l a t e . We ar r ived 
half -an-hour l a te ; t r a in s t i l l 
t h e r e . S a w t h e Pope . B a c k t o 
Swi tze r land ; c l i m b e d moun ta in s ; 
e a t Toble rone , e tc . , e tc . 

1 9 7 8 saw a n o t h e r t r i p t o Rome . 
H u g h Campbe l l a n d S t e p h e n 
D u r k a n g e t left in R o m e . No 
money, n o I ta l ian . Become 
' hobos ' . Eventual ly m a d e i t t o 
Swi tze r land . 

The Cubs 
David Dwane 

>"pHEY say t h a t i t ' s easy t o 
JL forget t h c good t i m e s a n d 

r e m e m b e r t h e b a d t i m e s , a n d 
t h a t ' s sure ly a m a x i m t h a t h o l d s 
t r u e for m e . My recol lec t ions of 
y e a r s s p e n t a s Scout a n d L e a d e r 
w i t h t h e 4 t h Mayo h a v e a l r eady 
b e c o m e c louded . 



G o l d e n J u b i l e e 1 9 8 1 - Back, left t o right: Brian Loughran, Brian Marrinan (R.I.P.) , J o h n Fitzgerald, Mike Griffin, J o h n Con-
wel l , L iam J u d g e . Third row: J o e Geraghty, Tony Smyth, S e a m u s Geraghty, Donal Delaney, S e a n Gaflhev, T o m m y Leonard, 
S e a m u s Durkin, Aust in Jordan, Martin Durkin. S e a n Morley, M. Flynn, Ray Flynn, Nlall Cruise, M. Morris , Barry Mulligan, 
J a m e s Waldron. S e c o n d row: Gerald Doherty, Wil l iam Freyne, J o h n Forde, Gary Clarke, E. Rogers , T o m Forde, Alan Ratti­
gan, Jarlath Freyne, Martin Waldron, D . Burke, Robert Flynn. Front row: Andrew Smyth, Barry Regan, Coini Flynn, Michael 
Freyne, Robert Finn, Ju l ian Rattigan, Peadar Walsh, E a m o n Thornton. 

socks a l l a d d e d to t h e h u m o u r . 
To our su rp r i s e , w e w e r e 
w e l c o m e d to M a s s b y t h e P r i e s t -
Ba l lyhaun i s m a n , Fr . Michae l 
Kenny. S o m e of u s w e r e u n a b l e t o 
c l imb l a t e r t h a t day, feeling s ick 
after t h e prev ious n i g h t ' s m e a l . 
However , t h i s d i d n o t p r even t 
F ln tan , G r a h a m e , M a r k a n d Mac 
from do ing s o m e ou tdoor 
p u r s u i t s in t h e n e a r b y river. 

So w i t h t h e H o s t e l left 
spo t iess , w e a r r ived a t T h e 
Squa re , b u t g lad t h a t w e w e r e 
b a c k on one p iece - we l l a l m o s t 
one p iece! 

Many t h a n k s m u s t go t o t h e 
t r io w h o m we b r o u g h t a long w i t h 
u s for t h e w e e k e n d - J o h n 
Cleary, Scout Mas te r ; Te r ry 
Coleman, " T h e Navigator"; 
B r e n d a n O'Mahoney, w h o 
" t agged a long" b e h i n d u s . 

P.S. : I know t h e r e w e r e Gi r l 
G u i d e s a n d Brownies i n t h e town 
dur ing t h e ' e igh t i es , b u t t h e r e ' s 
a n o t h e r s tory for a n o t h e r t i m e . -
Ed . 
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a n d e x h a u s t e d l a d s t h a t c a m e 
b a c k on t h a t b u s will t r e a s u r e 
t h e i r m e m o r i e s . 

The 'Nineties 
T h e P r e s e n t Bunch 

M a r k McCafferty a n d 
G r a h a m Cleary. 

FO R t h e l a s t few y e a r s t h e 
Ba l lyhaun i s S c o u t s h a v e 

enjoyed m a n y different ac t iv i t ies 
inc lud ing canoe ing , h i k e s , 
c l imbing , t r e a s u r e h u n t s . . . B u t 
t h e one act ivi ty t h a t s t a n d s ou t 
above al l t h e r e s t w a s t h e t r i p we 
t ook t o t h e T r e e n l a u r Y o u t h 
H o s t e l , n e a r Newpor t , in t h e 
m i d d l e of Oc tober . 

S a t u r d a y w a s so b a d t h a t we 
nea r ly n e e d e d a c o m p a s s to ge t to 
t h e m o u n t a i n . We w e r e w a r n e d to 
b r i n g p r o p e r c l o the s . F ln tan a n d 
M a r k a r r ived w e a r i n g r i p p e d 
j e a n s a n d a n I r e l a n d cap . Many of 

t h e Sen io r Scou t s t ook p a r t in a n 
unofficial Rugby World Cup 
m a t c h on t h e s i d e of Ben G o r m . 
After a four-hour t r a m p we 
eventual ly a r r ived a t t h e Hos t e l 
w i t h h a l f t h e m o u n t a i n on our 
boo t s . Even t h o u g h we w e r e w e t 
a n d cold , w e could st i l l look 
forward t o d inne r . For m o s t of u s 
cooking for ourse lves w a s a n e w 
exper ience . M a c ' s fried p i z z a s 
a n d fried "oven" c h i p s w e r e one 
of t h e spec ia l i t i e s on ou r m e n u , 
b u t J o h n P a u l w a s first t o s i t 
down to food. After d i n n e r we 
wen t ou t t o exper ience " r e a l 
d a r k n e s s " - you cou ldn ' t s ee a 
s t e a m ! We fell in to t h e r iver , 
wa lked in to t h e ash-p i t a n d s p e n t 
t en m i n u t e s looking for a 
s l eep ing b a g in t h e wrong car! O n 
S a t u r d a y n i g h t Mark , Kevin a n d 
Br ian al l c l e a n e d u p on a g a m e of 
c a r d s . 

At M a s s n e x t day we h a d a 
g r e a t i m p a c t on t h e locals . 
B r i a n ' s woolly h a t ; G r a h a m ' s 
m o u n t a i n b o o t s a n d G e r r y ' s 
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Festival ' 91 
B y J o h n H a l p i n 

Th e B a l l y h a u n i s S u m m e r Fes ­
tival s t a r t e d in April w h e n a 

s m a l l b a n d of vo lun t ee r s , s o m e of 
w h o m h a v e J u s t r e t u r n e d t o Bal­
lyhaun i s , a s t h e p rev ious c o m m i t ­
t e e felt t h e y h a d d o n e e n o u g h to 
p r o m o t e t h e festival in p rev ious 
yea r s . 

I t w a s left t o t h i s g roup t o 
o rgan ise , a n d t ry to d o b e t t e r 
t h a n o t h e r festival c o m m i t t e e s . 
Ti l l s c o m m i t t e e cons i s t ed of 
J o h n Ha lp in , w h o r e t u r n e d from 
t h e U K to t a k e over h i s f a t h e r s 
p u b in Main S t r ee t ; Gabr i e l 
Fo rkan w h o r e t u r n e d after 3 2 
y e a r s in a n d a r o u n d B i r m i n g h a m , 
wit í i h i s wife, E d e e n , w h o h a v e 
now o p e n e d a th r iv ing B e d & 
Breakfas t a t t h e e n d of Knox 
S t r ee t ; B e r n i e J o r d a n from Mac-
S u i r t a l n s in Main S t r ee t ; J o h n 
D u r k i n from D u r k i n s L imi t ed ; 
C a r m e l Vahey (nee Webb) , 
d a u g h t e r of E d d i e Webb, w h o , 
w i t h h e r h u s b a n d , J o h n , r u n t h e 
Cen t r a l H o t e l , aga in a r e t u r n e d 
e x d e . C a r m e l Kelly w h o is a n e w 
appo in t ee a t t h e U l s t e r Band , 
a n d Tony S m y t h t h e younges t 
m e m b e r of t h e g roup w h o i s son 
of Michael S m y t h a n d g r a n d s o n 
of t h e l a t e Will ie S m y t h . 

T h e festival d a t e s w e r e 
d e c i d e d t o r u n from Fr iday , 2 n d 
to Sunday , l l t ì i Augus t a n d t h e 
a im of t h e c o m m i t t e e w a s t o 
e n s u r e t h a t successful v e n t u r e s 
from p a s t fest ivals p l u s n e w i d e a s 
were p u t in to t h i s y e a r ' s festival 
p r o g r a m m e , w i t h t h e a id of Mr 
T o m Finn w h o i s t h e p r e s e n t 
P r e s i d e n t of Ba l lyhaun i s C h a m ­
b e r of C o m m e r c e , a n d w h o h a d 
a s s i s t e d on t h e p rev ious Fest ival 
C o m m i t t e e s . T h i s sma l l g r o u p 
g a t h e r e d t o g e t h e r to t ry to c o m e 
u p wi th i d e a s of financing, p ro ­
m o t i n g a n d p r e s e n t i n g t h e festi­
val . F rom Apri l t o Augus t every 
Monday n i g h t w a s t a k e n u p w i t h 
m e e t i n g s a n d g radua l ly a d ra f t of 
t h e p r o g r a m m e s t a r t e d to t a k e 
s h a p e . 

As in p rev ious y e a r s t h e Main 
Sponso r s w e r e G u i n n e s s G r o u p 
Sa les , b u t a lo t of local s u p p o r t 
a n d s p o n s o r s w e r e p r o m i s e d to 
t h e c o m m i t t e e inc luding t h e 
e rec t ion of a fine s t age in T h e 
S q u a r e by Co iu iaugh t Scaffold 
Propr ie to r .Mlck Murray. As t h e 
c o m m i t t e e p r o g r e s s e d o d i e r 
sma l l g r o u p s b e g a n to g e t 

involved a n d w e r e will ing t o 
u n d e r t a k e t h e i r pa r t i cu la r event . 
T h e Annagh Magazine w h i c h 
sponso red t h e C h i l d r e n s Ar t a n d 
T a b l e Quiz compet i t ions ; t h e 
C r e d i t Un ion sponsored t h e 
W h e e l a t h o n . E a m o n B u r k e w h o 
o rgan i sed a very successful dog 
s h o w a n d J o h n a n d Mike Clearly 
a n d t h e i r wives , a n d Br ian a n d 
P e g Byrne w h o organised a n d 
r a n t h e l O k Car l sbe rg Road 
Race , t h i s r ace always a t t r a c t s 
r u n n e r s from all over I r e l a n d a n d 
is u s u a d y a good t r a in ing g round 
for t h e b i g m a r a t h o n s . 

T h e A n n a g h Rose Compet i t ion , 
w h i c h w a s r u n b y H e l e n Lyons of 
G a l l a g h e r s a n d Michael Smyth . 
T h e winning Rose w a s Miss 
Louise Cr ibb in , d a u g h t e r of Tony 
a n d Ann Cr ibb in was t h e popu la r 
cho ice of t h e Judges , t h e m a i n 
Judge of t h e A n n a g h Rose ' 9 1 w a s 
J o h n A. Murphy . Since wl iming 
t h e A n n a g h R o s e ' 9 1 Louise h a s 
now gone to D u r h a m hop ing to 
jo in t h e n u r s i n g profession. 

J o h n Bies ty a n d E a m o n Mur-
r a n r a n a very successful T a b l e 
Quiz a n d a s in previous y ea r s t h e 
S m i t h wick ' s P u b Ta l en t compet i ­
t ion was a g r e a t success wi th a 
fine example of w h a t t h e town 
a n d h i n t e r l a n d of Bal lyhaunis 
can p r o d u c e . T h e winner of t h e 
S m i t h wick ' s ' 91 P u b Ta l en t com­
pe t i t ion w a s Miss F rances J o r d a n 
of Fa i rymoun t w h o r e p r e s e n t e d 
H a l p i n s P u b . 

T h e Boxing Club of Ba l lyhaun i s 
r a n a successful t o u r n a m e n t w i t h 
t h e fun even t be ing t h e b l indfold 
boxing. One of t h e n e w even t s 
was a fine e x a m p l e of Amer i can 
H a r n e s s Rac ing w h i c h w a s organ­
i s ed a n d r u n by Tom Biesty, son 
of t h e l a t e Bob Biesty, w h o all 
t h e r e a d e r s of t h e A n n a g h Maga­
z ine will recal l a s one of t h e 
f inest h o r s e m e n in t h e Wes t of 
I r e l a n d . 

A n o t h e r of t h e new even t s for 
t h e younger genera t ion w a s t h e 
B a n d s l a m ' 9 1 , t h i s even t t u r n e d 
ou t t o b e a g r e a t success a n d 
inc luded young a m a t e u r rock 
g r o u p s from Ball ina to Holly­
m o u n t , t h e winner be ing J o h n 
Towey a n d h i s Celt ic Rock B a n d 
from Ki lmovee t h i s even t was 
s p o n s o r e d by He ineken . 

G r e a t a s s i s t ance was given b y 
Mr Pau l Claffey of Mid Wes t 
R a d i o w h i c h is b a s e d i n Bally­
h a u n i s , a n d any r e a d e r s of t h i s 
m a g a z i n e c a n s e n d in t h e i r 
r e q u e s t s to MWR a n d I a m s u r e 
Pau l a n d h i s staff wou ld b e 
p l e a s e d to p lay t h e m over t h e a i r , 
for friends a n d r e l a t i ons in t h e 
a rea . Pau l h a s a l so n o w got a l ive 
l i n k on F r i d a y w i t h N e w York for 
any r e q u e s t s . 

T h e r e w e r e o t h e r n u m e r o u s 
even t s a n d peop le w h o con­
t r i b u t e d to t h e s u c c e s s of t h e fes­
tival a n d t h e c o m m i t t e e wou ld 
l i ke to t h a n k al l t h e v i s i to r s w h o 
c a m e t o s u p p o r t our S u m m e r Fes­
t ival a n d hopefully, will r e t u r n 
aga in nex t year . I n t h e m e a n t i m e 
any n e w i d e a s or Informat ion t h a t 
will a s s i s t t h e c o m m i t t e e for t h e 
Ba l lyhaun i s S u m m e r Fes t iva l , 
1992 , d r o p a l ine t o J o h n H a l p i n 
or Gabr i a l Forkan . 

1966 - Play: "Arsnic Of Old Lace", S t Patrick's College - top row (left right): 
M. Morren, B. Cregg, P. Judge, J. Cribben, P. Galvey, P. McClnskey and J. 
Halpin. Bottom row deft right): P. Connelly, F. Moore, ? Healy, F. Greally, D . 
Hannon, J. Byrne and T. Gilmore. 
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Cór Na nÓg, 1991 

Th e s c h o o l s of Mayo t h a t pa r ­
t i c i p a t e d w e r e C a s t ì e b a r , 

Crurrdin, W e s t p o r t , Ba l l ina , 
C a s t í e r e a , a n d Ba l lyhaun i s . A t 
t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e schoo l yea r , 
w e w e r e given a r e p e r t o i r e of 2 3 
s o n g s - c l ass ica l a n d folk s o n g s i n 
E n g l i s h a n d I r i s h . W e b e g a n t o 
l e a r n t h e m a n d w h e n w e h a d a 
c e r t a i n n u m b e r l e a r n e d , w e m e t 
for r e h e a r s a l s in C a s t í e b a r Pr i ­
m a r y Schoo l . T h e s e r e h e a r s a l s 
u sua l ly w e r e c o n d u c t e d b y Mr. 
S é a n C r e a m e r , f rom t h e D e p a r t ­
m e n t of E d u c a t i o n . 

A t t h e e n d of May, t h e 
Reg iona l C o n c e r t t o o k p l a c e i n 
L o u g h r e a , Co . Ga lway . I n t h i s 
concer t , p u p d s from t h e par t i c i ­
p a t i n g s c h o o l s of C o n n a c h t en te r ­
t a i n e d t h e i r p a r e n t s a n d f r i ends . 
T h e n , in m i d J u n e , t h e p u p d s of 
t h e Mayo s c h o o l s gave a n o t h e r 
p e r f o r m a n c e in t h e T r a v e l l e r s ' 
F r i e n d , C a s t i e b a r . I t w a s a n 
enjoyable e x p e r i e n c e , a n evening 
to b e r e m e m b e r e d . 

W e would l i k e to t a k e t h i s 
oppor tun i ty to t h a n k S r . R o s a r i o 
W a l d r o n for a l l h e r h e l p g iven to 
u s d u r i n g t h e s c h o o l y e a r of 
1 9 9 0 / 1 9 9 1 . 

C i a r a Hea ly , 
C l o d a g h Lyons . 

N o e l l e B i e s t y and Shirley Keane, Convent of Mercy s tudents , Bal lyhaunis , w h o 
represented St. Joseph ' s School choir, Ballyhaunis. a t the Cor n a n O g concernt 
i n the Nat iona l Concert in the Nat ional Concert H a l l in Dubl in . A l s o i n t h e 
p h o t o i s Sr. Rosario, their teacher w h o works s o hard t o m a k e the occas ion a 
succes s . Photo : Grynns. 

The Nat ional Concert Hal l 

Th e final Cor Na nOg concer t 
w a s h e l d in t h e Nat ional Con­

ce r t Ha l l , in Dub l in . T w o pup i l s 
were s e l e c t e d from St . J o s e p h ' s 
N.S. , to r e p r e s e n t Bal lyhaunis . 
T h e y w e r e Sh i r l ey K e a n e a n d 
Noelle Bies ty . I t w a s h e l d on 
1 6 t h J u n e . W e w e n t on Fr iday 
a n d s t ayed w i t h a fam il v in Co. 
Wicklow. 

On S a t u r d a y morn ing , a 
r e h e a r s a l w a s h e l d in t h e Con­
ce r t Ha l l . We w e r e given our 
p l aces a n d p r a c t i s e d s o m e songs . 
We tìien w e n t b a c k to Wicklow to 

get r e a d y for t h e conce r t , t h a t 
n ight . T h e e x c i t e m e n t w a s bu i ld ­
ing, a n d t h e t i m e flew. Soon i t 
was 7 .30 p . m . a n d t i m e to go on 
s tage . 

T h e conce r t w a s a n expe r i ence 
never to b e forgot ten. Four h u n ­
d r e d c h i l d r e n sang , a c c o m p a n i e d 
by t h e S y m p h o n y O r c h e s t r a . 

We real ly enjoyed t a k i n g p a r t 
in Cor Na nOg a n d t h e w o r k d o n e 
by Sr. Rosa r io i s m u c h apprec i ­
a t ed . 

Sh i r l ey K e a n e , 
Noel le Bies ty . 

J o h n Morley, Clagnagh, three years oldl 

Marriages in Parish of Armagh, Nov., 1990, 
to 31 Oct., 1991. 

J a m e s M a u g h a n , Cas t í e r ea , to Noreen Maughan , Cherryfield. 
Pa t r i ck G a l l a g h e r , Doocas t í e , to At t rac ta G r e e n e , Car ra rea . 
J a m e s R o n a n , B e k a n , to S i o b h a n G r e e n e , Car ra rea . 
T e r e n c e McGowan, Cas t i e r ea , to Pau l ine Sloyan, Brackloon. 
An thony Su t ton , Ballygowa, Co. Ki lda re , t o Anna Connell , Redford. 
Mar t in O T o o l e , I r i sh town , t o Mary T e r e s a M a d d e n , G u r t e e n . 
Michael Lyons, Bekan , to Olive Levins, C la re St. 
Liam I rwin , Cas t í eba r , to Marga re t Doher ty , Annagh . 
Mar t in Mel le t t , Ho l lymount , to Finola Morley, Woodpark . 

E l s e w h e r e . 
J o l m J a r l a t h Kenny, S k e h a r d , to Honora B e r n a d e t t e M a d d e n , Barna . 
E d w a r d Webb , Devlis , to Or lagh Mary Dunne , Dubl in . 
D e s m o n d G. Folan to Mary T e r e s a O 'Hara , S ta t ion Rise . 
T h o m a s V. F i tzMaur ice , G u r t e e n b e g , t o Vivian Ann Lingley, Arl ington, 

Victoria, Aus t ra l ia . 
G e r a r d O'Connell , D r i m b a n e , to G e r a l d i n e Shel ley, Sca rdane . 
Aidan J . Fla t iey, C la re St. , to Majella R u a n e , Foxford. 



The Golfing Life Of 
Alf Hudson 

T w a s b o r n In 1 9 2 0 , in a p l a c e 
.Leaded R o e b u c k S t r e e t , W e s t 
B r o m w i c h . I t w a s a p o o r l s h s o r t 
of a s t r e e t , m o s t l y cons i s t i ng of 
back- to -back t e r r a c e d h o u s e s . 
T h e r e would b e a b o u t 2 0 0 of 
t h e s e h o u s e s In t h e s t r e e t . Most 
of t h e s t r e e t d e p e n d e d on w h a t 
few b o b r e a d y m o n e y t h e y g o t 
from golf caddy ing . A l m o s t every­
one in t h e s t r e e t h a d a full t i m e 
c a d d y in t h e h o u s e . Twelve w a s 
t h e a g e l i m i t you h a d t o b e before 
you cou ld go caddy ing . 

I r e m e m b e r t h e f irst d a y I ever 
c u d d l e d . I w a s , i n fact, a few 
m o n t h s s h o r t of m y twelf th b i r t h ­
day. Every year , t h e r e u s e d t o b e 
a Motor T r a d e s Compe t i t i on . 
T r a d e r s from al l over E n g l a n d 
c a m e for tíiat day . W h e n e v e r t h e y 
w e r e s h o r t of c a d d i e s , a t t h e 
c lub , a c a d d y wou ld c o m e d o w n 
R o e b u c k S t r e e t a n d a r o u n d Roe­
b u c k L a n e on h i s b i k e s h o u t i n g 
" C a d d i e s ! C a d d i e s ! " a n d t h e n al l 
t h e y o u n g s t e r s wou ld r u n t o t h e 
c lub . T h a t ' s h o w I go t m y first 
c a d d y i n g job . B e c a u s e I w a s new, 
I d i d n ' t k n o w h o w to g e t t h e 
m o n e y from t h e golfer a n d h e left 
w i t h o u t pay ing m e , b u t Mr. 
H a n d c o c k s , t h e profess iona l , 
p a i d m e m y 1/6. T h e golf c lub , 
Sandwe l l P a r k Golf C lub , w a s 
a b o u t a q u a r t e r of a m i l e from 
t h e s t r e e t . O n a w e e k - e n d , t h e r e 
wou ld b e abou t 150 c a d d i e s -
school c a d d i e s a n d d a y c a d d i e s 
(full- t ime). T h e p r i c e of a r o u n d 
w a s o n e a n d s i x a n d a p e n n y for 
t h e profess ional for p rov id ing t h e 
c a d d y . 

W h e n I left s choo l a t fifteen, I 
w e n t full t i m e golf c a d d y i n g a n d I 
d i d t h i s 'Ul I w a s s e v e n t e e n . T h e 
m o s t I m p o r t a n t funct ion of a 
c a d d y w a s t o w a t c h t h e b a l l . 
C l ean l i ne s s w a s a l so very impor­
t an t , e spec ia l ly w i t h t h e l a d l e s . 
B e i n g a c a d d y w a s l ike b e i n g in 
t h e a rmy . T h e r e w a s very s t r i c t 
d i sc ip l ine . You could h a v e a hun ­
d r e d c a d d i e s t o g e t h e r in t h e 
m o r n i n g a n d you w o u l d n ' t h e a r a 
w h i s p e r ou t of t h e m . I f a c a d d y 
w a s c a u g h t swea r ing , b y t h e pro­
fess ional , or h i s a s s i s t a n t , h e w a s 
" s e n t d o w n " for a w e e k I n t h o s e 
d a y s , golf b a l l s c o s t 2 / - . If you 
found any b a l l s on t h e c o u r s e , you 
h a d t o se l l t h e m b a c k t o t h e pro­
fess ional , w h o gave you any th ing 
from a ha l fpenny t o t u p p e n c e , 

d e p e n d i n g on t h e condi t ion of 
t h e ba l l . C h r i s t m a s w a s p a r a d i s e 
for c a d d i e s . All t h e golfers u s e d 
to c l ea r ou t t h e i r locker r o o m s 
a n d w e ' d ge t b a t s w i t h b r o k e n 
s t r a p s , s h o e s w i t h s t u d s mi s s ing 
a n d b r o k e n c lubs , we could fix. 
All m y ear ly c lubs w e r e d i s c a r d s . 

G o l f b a l l s 
Every year , t h e r e was a g r e a t 

way of m a k i n g a few p e n c e . When 
t h e co rn w a s p l a n t e d In f ie lds 
a r o u n d t h e course , t h e r e would 
b e no t ices on t h e ou t of b o u n d 
h o l e s ' T r e s p a s s e r s will b e prose­
c u t e d " . However , w h e n t h e corn 
w a s h i g h , we u s e d t o p u t k n e e 
p a d s on a n d crawl t h r o u g h t h e 
corn. We u s e d t o work in g roups 
of t h r e e a n d on a moonl i t n igh t , 
we could often ge t u p to twen ty 
b a d s in t h e cornfield. I r e m e m ­
b e r , we w e r e n ' t s u p p o s e d t o sell 
b a d s t o m e m b e r s , b u t al l of u s 
h a d favouri tes to w h o m we would 
s e d ba l l s , w h e n we w e r e ou t of 
s i g h t of t h e profess ional . I 
r e m e m b e r a Mr. A r t h u r Conway, 
w h o u s e d t o p lay n ine h o l e s on a 
S a t u r d a y morn ing . I found a 
b r a n d n e w b a d t h a t h a d a l i t t l e 
"wing" on it. I r e p a i r e d i t w i t h a 
s m a l l b r a d a n d p a i n t e d over t h e 
b r a d . Mr. Conway h a d very th i ck 
g la s ses , s o h e cou ldn ' t s e e too 
w e d anyway. We se t t led on a 
p r ice a n d I so ld h i m t h e ba l l . 
After a few ho le s , h e d e c i d e d to 
t ry d i e n e w ba l l . I t e e d t h e bal l 
u p for h i m a n d h e p layed two 
h o l e s w i t h it. On t h e t h i r d ho le , I 
t e e d t h e b a d a n d h e h i t i t , t h e 
b r a d c a m e ou t a n d t h e b a d flut­
t e r e d down t h e fairway like a 
b i rd , h e sa id t o m e "There's a 
funny s o u n d t o t h a t ba l l , c a d d i e " . 
B u t I k n e w w h a t h a d h a p p e n e d 
myself. I s h o w e d h i m t h e ba l l 
a n d p e r s u a d e d h i m t h a t it w a s 
t h e b r a s s on t h e bo t tom of h i s 
dr iver t h a t h a d d o n e t h e d a m a g e 
W h e n I h a d f inished c lean ing h i s 
c lubs , h e to ld m e to t a k e h i s 
d r ive r to Mr. H a n d c o c k s a n d ge t 
t h e rough e d g e filed off! 

In t h o s e t h r e e years , I c a d d l e d 
for well-known golfers a n d well-
known persona l i t i e s , one of t h e m 
b e i n g Reg. Wickham, t h e year 
t h a t h e w a s runner -up in t h e 
Br i t i sh Open a t Ca rmous t l e . H e 
won i t t h e next year in 1 9 3 8 . 1 
a l so c a d d l e d for Bobby Locke , 

Alf Hudson in his heyday. 

t h e w e d - k n o w n S o u t h African 
golfer a n d for L a d y Long a n d t h e 
Ea r l of Dud ley , w h o o w n e d t h e 
l a n d on w h i c h t h e golf c o u r s e w a s 
bui l t . 

P r o f e s s i o n a l 
A t seven teen , I w a s a s k e d t o go 

profess ional , w i t h B e r t F e r a d a y , 
a t W e n d a b u r y Golf Club , in 
Staf fordshi re . I r e m e m b e r , h e 
c a m e r o u n d to ou r h o u s e a n d 
a s k e d if I w a s in a n d t h e n a s k e d 
if I would l i ke t o b e c o m e h i s 
a s s i s t a n t profess ional . My m o t h e r 
re fused a t first, a n d I w a s na tu -
r a d y u p s e t , b e c a u s e it w a s a l m o s t 
every youngs t e r ' s a m b i t i o n in 
R o e b u c k S t r e e t to b e c o m e a p ro ­
fessional golfer. T h e s t r e e t itself, 
h a d a t t h a t t i m e , p r o v i d e d seven­
t e e n profess ional o r a s s i s t a n t p ro ­
fess ionals . W h e n m y b r o t h e r 
c a m e h o m e , I to ld h i m m y 
m o t h e r h a d re fused t o l e t m e go 
a s an a s s i s t a n t profess ional . By 
t h a t evening, m y b r o t h e r h a d per ­
s u a d e d m y m o t h e r t o l e t m e go. 
Al though i t w a s u n h e a r d of t h e n , 
I m u s t h a v e a l m o s t b r o k e n t h e 
four-minute mi l e , a s I r a n r o u n d 
to F e r a d a y ' s to teU h i m I would 
t a k e t h e job . I w a s w i t h Be r t Fer­
a d a y un t i l 1940 , w h e n t h e w a r 
b r o k e o u t 
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE c lubs w e r e u p in t h e a t t i c for 
fourteen y e a r s a n d t h e first t i m e 
I took t h e m d o w n w a s t o p lay in 
F rank i e Di l lon ' s p r i ze in 1982 . 

I often felt sorry, w h e n I l ooked 
b a c k a t t h e t i m e s in t h e o ld 
s t ree t , t o t h i n k h o w m u c h t a l en t 
w a s t h e r e , b u t t h e y d i d n ' t h a v e 
enough m o n e y to p lay t h e g a m e 
seriously. T h e r e w a s a n abun­
d a n c e of t a l e n t t h e r e , o n e of 
t h e m w a s E r i c Le ices te r , w h o go t 
t o b e a r e s e r v e on t h e R y d e r C u p 
t e a m . T h e r e w e r e n o l e s s t h a n 
four b r o t h e r s in t h a t famdy, all of 
t h e m profess iona ls , b u t E r i c w a s 
t h e b e s t of t h e m al l . H e s t i l l 
p lays in t h e v e t e r a n s . 

You very often h e a r n o w w h e r e 
t h e r e i s t a l k a b o u t golf, t h a t i t 
w a s a snobby g a m e in y e a r s gone 
by. I ge t very annoyed w h e n I 
h e a r t h i s , i t w a s a m o n e y g a m e , 
b u t it w a s neve r a snobby g a m e . I 
found m o s t p e o p l e I c a d d i e d for 
perfect g e n t l e m e n . I ' ve often 
b e e n a s k e d if t h e r e w a s any th ing 
I d i s l i k ed a b o u t golf. T h e r e w a s 
a n d it i s s t i l l h a p p e n i n g today , 
a n d t h a t ' s w h e r e a good golfer 
re fuses t o p lay w i t h a poor golfer 
a n d I t h i n k t h a t i s a s a d th ing . In 
all m y y e a r s of golf, I h a v e never 
ye t b l a m e d m y o p p o n e n t or pa r t ­
n e r for any b a d r o u n d t h a t I 
p layed. 

" F u n n y i n c i d e n t " 

I 've often b e e n a s k e d if I 've 
ever s e e n any funny th ings in golf. 
I often t h i n k t h a t t h e funniest 
t h i n g I ever s a w w a s one Satur­
d a y morn ing , I wen t to t h e c lub 
a n d t h e profess ional gave m e a 
b a g t h r o u g h t h e window which 
w a s Mr. P e r t e r ' s , w h o w a s playing 
w i t h a Mr. Beasley, a n d h e gave 
Mr. Beas l ey ' s bag to a c a d d y 
ca l l ed J o n e s . Mr. Beasley h a d a 
very b a d s t u t t e r . We got t o t h e 
first t e e a n d Mr. Beasley h a d t h e 
dr iver in h i s h a n d a n d h e a s k e d 
t h e caddy , w i t h a very b a d s tut­
te r , w h a t h e t h o u g h t was t h e c lub 
for t h e nex t s h o t . T h e c a d d i e 
t r i ed t o tell h i m w h a t t h e c lub 
w a s b u t h e h a d an even worse 
s t u t t e r t h a n Mr. Beasley. Mr. 
Beasley, 11tinking d i e caddy w a s 
mock ing h i m , h i t h im wi th t h e 
6lde of t h e dr iver , h e h a d in h i s 
h a n d (i t w a s b e t t e r see ing t h i s 
d i a n te l l ing it!) T h e c a d d y 
d r o p p e d d i e c lubs a n d ran h o m e . 
I exp la ined t o Mr. Pe r t e r , t h a t 
d i e l ad a l so h a d a b a d s t u t t e r 
a n d t h a t h e w a s n ' t imi ta t ing Mr. 
Beas ley a t al l . When t h e y got to 
t h e ninth t e e , d i ey d e c i d e d they 
wou ldn ' t go any far ther , b e c a u s e 
t h e inc iden t h a d u p s e t t h e m too 

m u c h . I n o d c e d , w h e n we w e n t 
u p , t h a t t h e m o t h e r , w h o w a s 
abou t s e v e n t e e n s t o n e s we igh t , 
was ou t s ide t h e p r o ' s s h o p w i t h 
t h e c a d d i e . W h e n we go t to t h e 
green , s h e r a n ac ro s s a n d t r i ed t o 
a s s a u l t Mr. Beas ley . W e eventu­
ally c a l m e d h e r down a n d Mr. 
Beas ley w a s tíiat sorry, t h a t h e 
opened u p d i e wal le t a n d gave 
d i e c a d d y £ 1 , w h i c h , a t t h a t 
t i m e , was w o r t h a b o u t four teen 
r o u n d s of golf. 

I have n o hes i ta t ion hi saying, 
H e n r y Cot ton w a s t h e b e s t golfer 
I 've ever s een . T h e r e a s o n for 
t h a t i s t h a t H e n r y Cot ton , way 
b a c k in ' 4 8 , w a s do ing 6 6 s tíien, 
a n d d i e e q u i p m e n t w a s no t a s 
good a s i t i s today a n d d i e golf 
cou r ses t h e n were a lo t t o u g h e r 
t h a n t h e y a r e now. H e w a s excep­
tional a s a golfer. H e h i t a very 
long ba l l a n d was very accu ra t e 
witi i h i s i rons . If h e w a s playing 
today, h e would b e a p h e m o -
nenon a l toge the r . 

L o n g e s t h i t t e r 

Strangely enough , t h e longes t 
h i t t e r I ever saw w a s a m a n wi th ­
out a h a n d i c a p . I w e n t u p t o t h e 
•clubhouse, one morn ing a n d w a s 
given t h e b a g t h r o u g h t h e win­
dow a n d t o m y a m a z e m e n t , w h e n 
I got r o u n d t o t h e t e e , t h e p l aye r 
w a s a co loured m a n . H i s n a m e 
w a s Raghcliffe, h e w a s a " t h e a t r i ­
c a l " in t h e H i p p o d r o m e a n d 
o t h e r t h e a t r e s . H e d r o v e t h e ba l l 
on t h e first h o l e w h i c h is 4 2 0 
y a r d s a n d a s soon a s h e h i t it, I 
k n e w h e w a s a long h i t t e r . H e 
p layed t h e f i rs t two h o l e s . T h e 
t h i r d a t S a n d w e l l P a r k is 4 0 4 
y a r d s a n d I gave h i m h i s l i ne 
t h r o u g h t h e b u n k e r s w h i c h w e r e 
ab o u t 3 2 0 y a r d s in front of u s . H e 
h i t t h e ba l l perfect iy a n d I 
t h o u g h t i t h a d d r o p p e d in t h e 
b u n k e r , b u t w h e n w e go t t o t h e 
b u n k e r , t h e r e w a s n o b a l l in i t 
a n d we w a l k e d on a few y a r d s to 
w h e r e we cou ld s e e t h e g r e e n 
a n d I w a s a m a z e d to s e e h i s ba l l 
ne s t i ed t e n to twelve feet from 
t h e p in . H e h a d n ' t a h a n d i c a p , 
b e c a u s e t h e r e w a s a "colour b a r " 
on m o s t c o u r s e s a n d h e h a d n ' t a 
regu la r cou r se , b e c a u s e h e m o v e d 
from t h e a t r e to t h e a t r e . W h e n I 
told t h e profess ional , Mr. H a n d -
cox, ab o u t d i e dr ive , h e s a id , h e 
would p lay w i t h h i m for n o t h i n g 
(it w a s 2 / 6 hi t h o s e d a y s if you 
wan ted to play w i t h d i e profes­
sional) . H e d i d play w i t h h i m t h e 
next morn ing . H e d i d n ' t d r ive t h e 
t h i r d g reen , b u t h e d i d a feat 
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O n a M o n d a y m o r n i n g , I ' d 
c l e a n B e v e n t y s e t a of c l u b s a n d 
a b o u t forty p a i r s of s h o e s . T h e 
m e m b e r s p a i d twelve sh i l l i ngs a 
y e a r for t h e s h o e c l ean ing , t e n 
sh i l l i ngs w e n t t o t h e p ro . , a n d I 
go t two sh i l l i ngs . For t h e c l u b 
c l ean ing , t h e y p a i d four teen 
sh i l l i ngs a y e a r a n d a g a i n t h e 
p r o . go t t e n s h i l l i n g s a n d I go t 
four. A t t h e e n d of t h e y e a r , J u s t 
be fo re C h r i s t m a s , t h e y p a i d t h e 
b i l l t o t h e p rofess iona l a n d h e 
gave m e m y s h a r e . H o w e v e r , I 
s t i l l u s e d t o g e t t h e o d d t h r u -
p e n n y b i t (we c a l l e d i t a " joey") , 
w h i c h s o m e m e m b e r s w o u l d reg­
u la r ly p u t in t h e i r s h o e s for m e . 
I ' v e often b e e n a s k e d w h y m y 
s h o r t g a m e i s s o good . Wel l , t h e 
c l u b h o u s e a t W e n d s b u r y i s 
b e s i d e t h e 9 t h g r e e n a n d w h e n ­
ever I h a d s o m e s p a r e t i m e , I 
u s e d t o t a k e a b u c k e t of b a l l s a n d 
p r a c t i c e m y c h i p p i n g a n d p u t t i n g 
a n d t h a t ' s w h y m y s h o r t g a m e i s 
s o good. 

R e - I n s t a t e m e a t 

W h e n t h e w a r b r o k e ou t , I w a s 
"ca l l ed u p " t o t h e Royal Ar t i l le ry , 
s e rv ing t h r e e y e a r s in t h e a r m y , 
before b e i n g t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e 
Royal Navy. I w a s in t h e Royal 
Navy for two y e a r s , be fo re b e i n g 
d e - m o b b e d i n 1 9 4 5 . 

W h e n I c a m e ou t , I go t a j o b a s 
a s t e e l e r e c t o r w i t h a f irm of s t ee l 
e r e c t o r s , c a l l e d H i l l P a t e n t Glaz­
i n g . I w o r k e d w i t h t h e m for two 
y e a r s . My love w a s s t i l l in t h e 
golf, b u t t h e r e w a s n o m o n e y t o 
b e h a d in i t a t t h a t t i m e , s o I 
d e c i d e d t o b e c o m e a n a m a t e u r . I 
w a s p e r s u a d e d to j o i n War l ey 
Wood, b y fo rmer a s s i s t a n t profes­
s iona l , H a r r y W h e a t i e y , w h o w a s 
a l so b e i n g r e - i n s t a t e d . I go t m y 
h a n d i c a p d o w n to five. I p l a y e d a t 
Warley Wood for a n u m b e r of 
y e a r s a n d w h e n I f i n i shed a t War-
ley Wood, m y h a n d i c a p w a s one . 
T h a t w a s in d i e m i d d l e ' 5 0 s . 

I gave u p golf for a l i t t le wh i l e , 
b e c a u s e in m y j o b a s a s t e e l e rec ­
tor , I h a d t o t r ave l a lo t . I n 1957 , 
I m o v e d t o P r e s t o n in L a n c a s h i r e . 
T h e r e I m e t m y wife. I go t mar ­
r i ed in 1958 . When I h a d s e t t i e d 
down , I j o i n e d F i s h wick H a l l Golf 
C l u b , P r e s t o n . I go t m y h a n d i c a p 
b a c k to t h r e e aga in , un t i l t h c 
t i m e I c a m e to I r e l a n d in 1968 . 
B u t unfor tuna te ly , w h e n I c a m e 
to I r e l a n d , I d i d n ' t p lay a g a i n 
un t i l 1982 . F r a n k i e Di l lon w a s 
cap t a in of t h e golf c l u b a n d h e 
a s k e d m e to j o i n d i e c lub . T h e 



Early 1950s - Golf Dinner: Included are - Central Hotel - John Dillon-Leetch, Leo and Aiieen Coughlan (R.I.P.); Theresa and 
Joe Darcy (R.I.P.); Dora Forde and Madge Neary (R.I.P.); Mary Lyons (R.LP.); Mary Dillon (R.I.P.); Renee Coffee (R.I.P.); Jo 
O'Brien (R.I.P); Kathleen Cunningham (R.I.P.); Bill Hynes (R.I.P); Paddy Mulligan (R.I.P.); Joe Butler (R.LP.); Lucy Flynn 
(R.I.P.); Alice Cormican (R.I.P.); Bernette Byme (R.I.P.); Mrs. Egan (R.I.P.); Alice Higgins (R.I.P.); Dave McGill (R.I.P.); 
Kathleen Flynn, Maura Jordan, Mary Dillon-Leetch, Patricia Waldron, May Moyles and Eithne Meagher, Nora Sweeney, Gerry 
Coffey, Aidie Coleman, Michael Galvin, Moya MacDermott, Attracta Caulfield. 
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equa l ly a s good. T h e s h o r t four th 
h o l e is 220 y a r d s , w i t h a s h i m -
m e y a t t h e back . After a l i t t l e 
consu l t a t ion w i t h h i m , a b o u t 
w h a t c l u b to t a k e , I to ld h i m a 
four iron. H a n d c o x i m m e d i a t e l y 
s a i d " H e ' l l never m a k e it w i t h 
t h a t c lub" . However , h e t ook m y 
advice . I w a s s t u n n e d , w h e n I 
s aw h i s ba l l l eave t h e c lub , i t 
b o u n c e d t o t h e b a c k of t h e g r e e n 
a n d w e n t in to t h e s h i m m e y a t 
t h e back . T h a t ' s t h e l onges t h i t ­
t e r of t h e ba l l , I h a v e ever s e e n . 

E q u i p m e n t 

I a m always in t r igued b y t h e 
s t a t e m e n t s of s o m e peop le a s t o 
t h e p r i ce t h e y p a y for golf c lubs , 
t h i s personal ly , t o m e , is a l oad of 
r u b b i s h . A s h o r t s e t of i rons 
s h o u l d b e s u i t a b l e to s t a r t off golf 
w i t h , for anybody. If I w a s giving 
adv ice to any p a r e n t s t ry ing to s e t 
t h e i r k i d s u p in golf, I would rec­
o m m e n d a 6hort s e t of i rons , by 
t h i s , I m e a n , nos . 5 , 7, 8 a n d a 
s a n d w e d g e . O n e wood would d o 
to s t a r t a n d a p u t t e r . La te r , t h e y 
cou ld a d d a 3 Iron. If, a t any 
t i m e , a youngs te r b e c o m e s a good 

golfer, tìiey cou ld a lways p a r t 
exchange for a full s e t a n d t h e y 
would a l m o s t ge t a s m u c h 
a l lowed on t h e m a s t h e y p a i d for 
t h e m . T h e c l u b s I a m now u s i n g 
a r e t h e s a m e c l u b s I b o u g h t 
twenty-seven y e a r s ago, s econd 
h a n d , from t h e P e n t w o r t h l a n 
Cap ta in a n d I p layed m y b e s t golf 
w i t h c lubs t h a t w e r e no t even 
m a t c h e d 

My p r e s e n t h a n d i c a p Ì6 th i r ­
teen . For d i e first seven y e a r s , I 
d i d not r e p r e s e n t Ba l lyhaun i s 
b e c a u s e t h e y oidy p i c k e d m e l a s t 
year . TI1Ì6 yea r , I r e p r e s e n t e d t h e 
c lub in t h e J a c k O'Sul l ivan, t h e 

Pierce P u r e e d a n d t h e C o n n a u g h t 
S h i e l d s . T i l l s S u m m e r , I took d i e 
young l a d s , u sua l ly a t 10.30 on a 
S a t u r d a y morn ing . I ' d give d i e m 
a c lub a n d l e t m e s e e w h a t t h e y 
were doing . I wou ld d o m o s t 
t h ings t h e p r o . would d o w i t h 
t h e m . I took t h e m to Bal l inas loe 
a n d B a l l a g h a d e r r e e n , a n d h a d 
two enjoyable d a y s w i t h 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 . 

I 've enjoyed a d m y G O L F I N G life, 
b u t if t h e G o o d Lord w a s to c o m e 
down a n d offer m e any five y ea r s 
of my life, I h a v e no hes i t a t i on in 
saying t h a t I wou ld p i ck t h e d a y s 
I l ived hi R o e b u c k S t r e e t a n d 
c a d d l e d a t S a n d w e l l Pa rk . 

Ballyhaunis Golf Club 

Th e c lub enjoyed a n o t h e r suc­
cessful yea r u n d e r t h e cap­

taincy of Mr. S e a m u s Conboy, 
Knock. 

One no tab le r e s u l t from t h e 
fixtures c a l e n d a r d u r i n g t h e year 

w a s t h e " d o u b l e " ach ieved by 
Barry Mull igan, Doc to r s Ro ad , In 
winning b o t h t h e C a p t a i n s a n d 
P r e s i d e n t s P r i ze d u r i n g t h e Sum­
mer . T h e e lus ive a c h i e v e m e n t in 
a Golfers life of hav ing a " h o l e in 
o n e " occur red twice in compet i ­

t ions l a s t yea r w i t h T o m m y Jo r ­
d a n , Knox S t r e e t , a n d T o m m y 
Prenty, Knock Road t ak ing t h e 
honours . M e m b e r s h i p now 
exceeds 2 0 0 m e m b e r s a n d is a 
sign of d i e popula r i ty of golf in 
t h e region. T h e C lub Officers 
d u r i n g d i e yea r w e r e : 

P r e s i d e n t , Mr. D e n i s C h a r l t o n 
Snr. ; Cap ta in , Mr. S e a m u s Con­
boy; T r e a s u r e r , Mr. J o h n Mooney; 
Secre tary , Mr. J o h n Fo rde ; Alex 
Eaton , P . R O . 



The Tuck Shop 
irail 

B y E . M u r r e n 

AB a t e a c h e r in S t . G e r a l d ' s 
Col lege , C a s t l e b a r , I h a v e , on 

occas ions , h a d t o h e l p o u t In t h e 
school t u c k s h o p . T h i s , invari­
ably, b r i n g s b a c k m e m o r i e s of 
w h e r e I a n d m y schoo l p a l s 
s h o p p e d . 

My first m e m o r i e s a r e of our 
own s h o p . I t w a s r u n b y m y l a t e 
m o t h e r , G r e t t a ( n e e J o h n s t o n e ) . 
I ' m s u r e m a n y r e a d e r s wil l h a v e 
m e m o r i e s of m y m o t h e r se l l ing 
t h e m s w e e t s in h e r h o m e - m a d e , 
c o n e - s h a p e d , s w e e t b a g s . 

B e i n g from U p p e r Main S t r e e t , 
t h e t ra i l t o S t . M a r y ' s Boys ' 
Nat iona l Schoo l w a s a l ong one . I t 
w a s a l so o n e l i n e d w i t h m a n y 
s w e e t s h o p s . I n ou r s t r e e t , w e 
h a d J i m M u l h e r n ' s , T o m H o p ­
k i n s ' s , Vinnie Cau l f i e ld ' s , A u s t i n 
J o r d a n ' s , P . D . F r e e l e y ' s a n d 
" S h u g " B y r n e ' s . B y r n e ' s w a s l a s t 
r u n b y M r s . B y r n e , w h o w a s 
k n o w n to t h e k i d s a s " A u n t i e 
Maggie" . I r eca l l h e r h u s b a n d 
giving F r a n k G r e a l l y of " I r i s h 
R u n n e r " f a m e a g r e a t c h a s e o n e 
day , w h e n F r a n k a s k e d h i m " h o w 
m u c h t h e t h r e e - p e n n y b a r s of 
choco la t e w e r e ? " . 

F u r t h e r d o w n t h e s t r e e t w a s 
G r e e n e ' s . M r s . G r e e n e , I ' m 
d e l i g h t e d t o s a y i s s t i l l h a l e a n d 
hea r ty . H e r spec ia l i ty for m e 
w e r e h e r h o m e - m a d e ice p o p s 

w h i c h s h e m a d e in eggcups a n d 
w h i c h w e r e de l i c ious . 

Across t h e r o a d w a s " M i k e 
McGrea l ' s " . T h i s s h o p w a s t h e 
h o m e of t h e " lucky b a g " . Who­
ever got t h e lucky n u m b e r was 
usual ly r e w a r d e d w i t h a c a p gun 
a n d caps . A few d o o r s d o w n was 
T e s s Kel ly ' s . T e s s w a s a lways 
very g e n e r o u s t o u s a s k i d s a n d 
I ' m g lad t o s a y t h a t s h e s t i l l Is 
ca te r ing for t h e you th . 

Pad ra i c a n d Anthony W a l d r o n ' s 
w a s p robab ly t h e m o s t popu l a r 
s h o p w h e n we w e r e k i d s . T h e b i g 
a t t r ac t ion for m e w a s t h e 
w h i p p e d ice -c ream. T h i s h o u s e 
w a s a l so a g r e a t m e e t i n g p lace for 
t h e o lde r gene ra t ion . T o ga in 
en t ry in to t h e " i n n e r s a n c t u m " , 
one h a d , in o u r eyes , t o b e "o ld" . 

T h e two m a i n s h o p p i n g po in t s 
in Br idge S t r e e t w e r e " D a n n y 
F i t z ' s " a n d " T h e G e m " . Mary 
F i tzgera ld s t i l l r u n s t h e b u s i n e s s 
a n d k n o w s al l t h e k i d s of t oday 
a n d w h a t t h e y l ike . P a d d y a n d 
Mary Cass idy of " T h e G e m " a re 
now enjoying a happy r e t i r emen t . 

I n Abbey S t r ee t , I recall shop­
p i n g w i t h t h e l a t e Mon Freeley 
(nee Henry) . S h e worked , a t t h a t 
t i m e , in a s h o p owned by J a c k 
Ha lp in . T h e p r e m i s e s , now occu­
p i e d by Mid-West Rad io , was a 
s h o p owned b y Monica Dillon. We 

affectionately ca l l ed h e r " M r s . 
Woman" . H e r spec ia l i ty w e r e 
lovely "cough d r o p s " . Also in 
Abbey S t r e e t , w e h a d Mike 
Lyons' , De laney ' s , C u n n i n g h a m ' s 
a n d P e t e r H a n n o n ' s . 

I r e m e m b e r , one day , going 
into P e t e r H a n n o n ' s for a n " i c ed 
lolly". Br id ie H a n n o n to ld m e 
t h a t t h e fridge w a s b r o k e n a n d 
t h a t t h e ice c r e a m w a s me l t i ng . 
S h e t h e n h a n d e d m e a b o x w i t h 
about a d o z e n " ice lo l l i es" . I 
cou ldn ' t be l ieve my l u c k a n d I 
r aced to school t o sel l s o m e of my 
good fortune. 

Looking b a c k on m y school 
days , I s u p p o s e t h e b i g g e s t inno­
vat ion a t t h e t i m e w a s t h e c h i p 
shop . T h e l a t e Mrs . F r a n k Glynn, 
Clare S t ree t , was t h e first to 
open. H e r p r i ce s w e r e 3 d , 6 d , 
a n d 1/«. I often r e m e m b e r e d 
wai t ing ou t s ide h e r s h o p for h e r 
to open. S h e always o p e n e d a t 6 
p .m. s h a r p . T o t h i s day , I d o n ' t 
t h i n k I have ever t a s t e d c h i p s a s 
nice a s Mrs . Glynn ' s . 

A few y e a r s la te r , Mrs . T o m 
Murphy, Main S t ree t , s t a r t e d 
sel l ing c h i p s . I often reca l l hav­
ing c h i p s t h e r e a n d w a s h i n g 
t h e m down w i t h a b o t t l e of "Mon-
duf" l e m o n a d e . 

I cou ldn ' t f inish t h i s a r t ic le 
w i thou t men t ion ing t h e "Fru i t & 
Nut S h o p " . T h i s w a s s i t u a t e d in 
Cla re S t r e e t a n d was owned by 
t h e l a t e Bern ie Byrne. T h i s was 
w h e r e w e s p e n t a lo t of our 
t e e n a g e days . T h e s h o p was r u n 
by B e m i e ' s sons , D a n a n d Mike . 
I t p rov ided a g r e a t m e e t i n g p lace 
for u s t e e n a g e r s . I t a l so provided 
g r e a t t r a in ing for D o m a n d Mike 
a s b o t h a r e now h igh ly successful 
b u s i n e s s m e n . Alas , t h e b u i l d i n g 
is no m o r e , b u t i t will a lways 
b r ing b a c k g r e a t m e m o r i e s to m e . 

So, you s e e , t h e r e w e r e qui te a 
lot of s h o p s in our schooldays , 
s o m e , I ' m g lad to say st i l l in exis­
tence . H o w d i d we k e e p t h e m al l 
going? W h a t d i d we d o for 
m o n e y ? T h a t ' s a s tory for a n o t h e r 
day. 

Macra Na Feirme 
Ba l lyhaunis Macra n a F e i r m e 

was r e - e s t a b l i s h e d on t h e 
22nd of October . I t i s a n organi­
sat ion for p e r s o n s b e t w e e n t h e 
ages of 17 a n d 3 5 . T h e m e e t i n g s 
a re h e l d every T u e s d a y n i g h t s in 
t h e Manor H o u s e H o t e l a t 9 p . m . 

Club officers a r e : C h a i r p e r s o n , 
Paul Morley; Secre ta ry , G e a r l d 
Walsh; P . R O . , S h a r o n Wa l sh ; 
T reasu re r , D a r r a g h S h i e l d s . All 
n e w m e m b e r s a r e w e l c o m e . Padraig and Anthony Waldron outside 'PadraigV In the 1960s. 
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Mrs. Dil l Hughes 
A proud record of service to the 

community 
B y M i c k O'Connel l 

Ba c k in t h e ea r ly ' for t ies , d u r ­
ing t h e p e r i o d known a s " T h e 

E m e r g e n c y " , w h e n s t r i c t 
rat ioniug w a s i m p o s e d ; t rave l 
severe ly r e s t r i c t e d a n d w h e n 
prac t ica l ly al l f o rms of n o r m a l 
activity w e r e c u r t a i l e d t o s o m e 
ex ten t , r u r a l life, i t cou ld b e s a id , 
t ook on a r a t h e r s o m b r e m a n t i e . 
A p a r t from t h e p i c t u r e s a n d 
d a n c e s , o t h e r fo rms of e n t e r t a i n ­
m e n t h a d t o b e h o m e p r o d u c e d , 
so t o s p e a k , a n d r a n k i n g very 
h i g h in t h e l ive p e r f o r m a n c e sec­
tor w e r e t h e o p e r e t t a ' s a n d m u s i ­
cal p l ays p e r f o r m e d b y t h e 
J u v e n i l e Ope ra t i c T r o u p e , al l of 
w h i c h w e r e p r o d u c e d a n d 
d i r e c t e d b y Miss Di l l Ea ton , B. 
Mus. , w h o w a s l a t e r to b e c o m e 
Mrs . P a d h r a l c H u g h e s . 

T h e fact t h a t w i t h o u t any spe ­
cial t r a i n i n g in ch i ld cont ro l , s h e 
cou ld cope w i t h so m a n y chU-
d r e n , m a n y of t h e m of very t en ­
d e r y e a r s , a n d a s s e s s t h e i r 
mus i ca l c a p a b d i t i e s a s wel l a s 
coaxing from t h e m g e m s of 
a r t i s t ry , g ives s o m e i d e a of h e r 
r a t h e r un ique q u a l i t i e s in t h i s 
r e g a r d . T h a t s h e a c c o m p l i s h e d it 
w i t h flair a n d a p l o m b , a n d a t t h e 
s a m e t i m e c o n t r i b u t e d in s u c h 
l a rge m e a s u r e t o a n e w type of 
m u s i c a l c o n c e p t i n t h e a r e a , will 
ever r e m a i n h e r own very spec ia l 
p e r s o n a l t r i u m p h . 

All of t h e s h o w s w h i c h s h e pro­
d u c e d a n d d i r e c t e d in a id of local 
char i ty , u sua l l y t h e p r o c e e d s 
w e r e hi a id of t h e local Confer­
ence of S t . Vincen t d e Pau l Soci­
ety, a n d t h r o u g h t h e good w o r k s 
of t h i s vo lun ta ry o rgan i sa t ion i t 
w a s t h e poor of t h e town a n d d i s ­
t r ic t w h o w e r e t h e u l t i m a t e b e n e ­
ficiaries. 

B r o a d c a s t s 

However , t h e a c h i e v e m e n t s of 
Mrs . H u g h e s w e r e no t conf ined to 
h e r s p l e n d i d w o r k w i t h t h e J u v e ­
ni le Ope ra t i c T r o u p e , for in h e r 
role a s p a r i s h c h u r c h o r g a n i s t 
a n d C h o i r m i s t r e s s , u t i l i s ing h e r 
except iona l sk i l l , 6he w e n t on to 
score m a n y m o r e no t ab l e suc­
c e s s e s . 

Mis s D d l Ea ton , a s s h e t h e n 
was , s u c c e e d e d Prof. Win. A the r -

ton a s organis t of t h e p a r i s h 
c h u r c h cho i r in t h e m i d - t h i r t i e s , 
a n d a l m o s t i m m e d i a t e l y h a d t o 
c o m m e n c e p r e p a r a t i o n s for a 
b r o a d c a s t b y t h e cho i r over R a d i o 
E i r e a n n w h i c h w a s t h e second of 
s u c h b r o a d c a s t s in t h e ' t h i r t i e s 
d e c a d e . 

Ear l i e r t h e cho i r h a d b e e n re ­
o rgan i sed , a n d b e c a m e a m a l e 
voice cho i r c o m p o s e d ma in ly of 
schoolboys , w i t h s o m e a d u l t s , 
u n d e r t h e d i rec t ion of t h e l a t e 
P a d d y Gil l a n d t h e l a t e P a t r i c k 
Kennedy . La te r Mrs . H u g h e s w a s 
t o t a k e over full r e spons ibd i ty for 
t h e choi r , a n d t h o s e of u s o ld 
c h o r i s t e r s w h o benef i t ed from 
h e r t e ach ing can vouch in no 
unce r t a in t e r m s , a s to h e r 
p a i n s t a k i n g a n d dfl igent efforts 
t o e x t e n d t h e r epe r to i r e of t h e 
cho i r , a n d to a t t a i n t h e very h i g h 
s t a n d a r d w h i c h s h e , herself, h a d 
se t . 

Cho i r p rac t i ces were a t t h a t 
t i m e a l m o s t t h e o r d e r of t h e day 
a s m o r e b r o a d c a s t s w e r e 
a r r a n g e d , a n d i t was mos t iy 
t h r o u g h Mrs . H u g h e s ' efforts 
d i a t t h e cho i r w a s a lso c h o s e n to 
b r o a d c a s t from Knock S h r i n e on 
m o r e t h a n one occasion. A cho i r 
p rac t i ce u n d e r Mrs . H u g h e s 
cou ld no t b e r e g a r d e d a s a c h o r e 
or a in l indane exerc ise , r a t h e r i t 
cou ld b e d e s c r i b e d a s a n uplifting 
exper i ence from which all t h e 
m e m b e r s de r ived m u c h p l ea su re . 
Neve r the l e s s , t h e difficult four-
p a r t h a r m o n i s e d p ieces w h i c h 
h a d to r e a c h well n igh perfect ion 
before going ou t over d i e a i rways 
r e q u i r e d a vas t a m o u n t of work 
on t h e p a r t of al l concerned , b u t 
especia l ly from Mrs . H u g h e s on 
w h o m r e s t e d t h e full r e spons ibd­
ity. I r e m e m b e r in pa r t i cu la r a n 
"Ave Verum" , wh ich r equ i r ed 
de l i ca t e ba l ance a n d perfect t im­
ing, b u t wh ich was pe r fo rmed 
w i t h such excel lence t h a t it d r e w 
forth m u c h p r a i s e from m a n y 
p a r t s of t h e country. As well a s 
all t h i s activity, p rac t i ces were 
a l so he ld for t h e special c h u r c h 
c e r e m o n i e s a t C h r i s t m a s a n d 
Eas t e r , t h e vis i ta t ion of t h e arch­
b i s h o p , a n d o t h e r ce remonia l 
occas ions l i s ted in t h e c h u r c h 
ca l enda r . 

D e a l i n g w i t h a d u l t s c a n b e dif­
ficult a t t i m e s b u t w o r k i n g s o suc ­
cessfully w i t h Juven i l e s a s d i d 
Mrs . H u g h e s , m u s t a t l e a s t b e o n 
a p a r w i t h h e r o t h e r m a n y fine 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s . 

First production 
T h e first p e r f o r m a n c e b y t h e 

J u v e n i l e Ope ra t i c T r o u p e p ro ­
d u c e d a n d d i r e c t e d b y M r s . 
H u g h e s ( t h e n Mis s E a t o n ) , w a s a t 
t h e inaugera l open ing of t h e 
Pa roch ia l H a l l in B a l l y h a u n i s on 
t h e 8 t h D e c e m b e r , 1 9 4 0 , w h e n a 
s l igh t iy c o n d e n s e d ve r s ion of 
Balfe ' s o p e r a , " T h e B o h e m i a n 
G i r l " , w a s p r e s e n t e d in t h e p r e s ­
e n c e of t h e t h e n a r c h b i s h o p of 
T u a m , Mos t Rev. Dr . W a l s h . T h e 
p r inc ipa l s in t h i s exce l l en t p ro ­
duc t i on i n c l u d e d T o m m y G a v i n 
w h o b e c a m e k n o w n a s " T h e " 
Singing Newsboy"; Mis s M. C. 
Flat ley, Mis s E . Wald ron a n d 
Louis H y l a n d . T h i s w a s only t h e 
fo re runner of m a n y m o r e t o c o m e 
all of t h e m m a i n t a i n i n g t h e very 
h i g h s t a n d a r d s e t a t t h e o u t s e t . 

O t h e r p r e s e n t a t i o n s Inc luded : 
" P r i n c e s s J u J u " , in November , 
1 9 4 1 ; " T h e B o h e m i a n G i r l " aga in 
in 1942; " Z u r i k a " or " T h e Gypsy 
M a i d " in 1 9 4 3 , w h e n T o m m y 
Gav in w a s aga in t o t h e fore w i t h 
Davy Mull igan (R.I .P.) a n d A lbe r t 
Lyons a s t h e King of Kola. I t w a s 
In t h i s p r o d u c t i o n t h a t M i s s 
Nel l ie R o c h e s t e p p e d in to t h e 
l e a d ro le a t 6 h o r t not ice . " S n o w 
W h i t e a n d t h e Seven D w a r f s " , 
a n d o t h e r p r e s e n t a t i o n s followed. 
Chora l work , concer t s , o p e r e t t a ' s , 
e t c . , Mrs . H u g h e s took t h e m all 
in h e r s t r i d e , a n d even w h i l e 
r e a r i n g a famdy, s h e found t i m e 
to give m u s i c l e s s o n s w h e r e h e r 
e x p e r t i s e was widely a c c l a i m e d , 
a n d avafied of by a very l a rge 
n u m b e r of p u p d s . Widow of Mr. 
P a d h r a i c Hughe6, B. Agr. , Sc . , 
former h e a d m a s t e r of Ba l lyhau­
n i s Vocat ional School , s h e now 
r e s i d e s In Galway enjoying a weU-
e a r n e d r e t i r e m e n t . 

I n f i n i t e p a t i e n c e 

Mrs. H u g h e s p o s s e s s e d o n e 
very fine a t t r i b u t e , w h i c h for 
m o s t of u s s e e m s to b e in very 
s h o r t supp ly , a n infinite p a t i e n c e , 
a l l ied to t h e fact t h a t s h e neve r 
got flustered, b u t r e m a i n e d 
s e r e n e a n d ca lm even u n d e r t h e 
m o s t t ry ing c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 

I would l ike to a s s u r e h e r t h a t 
t h e work w i th in t h e B a l l y h a u n i s 
c o m m u n i t y is no t forgot ten a n d to 
wish h e r wel l in t h e fu ture . 
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A J L t e m c t l t i ^ r e 
l i f e s t y l e s 

B y M a u r a Griffin 

On e of t h e h i g h l i g h t s of m y 
r e c e n t v i s i t t o t h e U . S . w a s a 

d a y s p e n t in t h e A m i s h coun t ry in 
L a n c a s t e r Coun ty , Pennsy lvan ia . 
I t w a s a n eye -opene r t o m e to s e e 
t h e s ty le of life in t h i s s m a l l com­
muni ty . T h e r e a r e a b o u t 9 0 , 0 0 0 
of t h e s e p e o p l e in t h e U . S . to­
day , 16 ,000 in Pemisy lvan la . 3 0 0 
A m i s h fled F r a n c e b e t w e e n 1720-
'50 w h e n tìiey w e r e b a n i s h e d b y 
Louis XIV. T h e y w e r e g iven 
g r a n t s of l a n d b y Wi l l i am Perm 
w h o r e c o g n i s e d t h e m a s exceUent 
f a rmer s . O t h e r s fol lowed a n d 
t h e i r n u m b e r s i n c r e a s e d . T h o s e 
w h o foUow t h e s t r i c t c o d e a r e 
k n o w n a s t h e O l d O r d e r A m i s h . 
Natura l ly , s o m e o p t for a n e a s i e r 
l i festyle, a n d follow s o m e , b u t no t 
all t h e t e n e t s of t h e i r c r e e d . 

T h e first t h i n g t h a t s t r i k e s t h e 
v is i tor i s t h e i r d r e s s , t h e m e n 
d r e s s in b l a c k , b u t c o a t s m a y n o t 
h a v e b u t t o n s , co l l a r o r l a p e l s , 
b e c a u s e t h e s e r eca l l m i l i t a r y un i ­
fo rms a n d t h e A m i s h a r e s t r i c t 
paci f i s t s . I n S u m m e r , m e n w e a r 
s t r a w h a t s , in W i n t e r a n d for 
C h u r c h , b l a c k h a t s w i t h a w i d e 
b r i m . L i t t l e b o y s d r e s s exact ìy 
l i k e t h e i r f a t h e r s . W o m e n w e a r 
a n k l e - l e n g t h d r e s s u s u a l l y in 
g r een , b l u e o r p u r p l e , c o v e r e d b y 
w h i t e o r b l a c k p ina fo re s . T h e 
w o m a n ' s h a i r i s a lways cove red 
b y e i t h e r sca r f o r p r a y e r b o n n e t 
F l a t s h o e s a n d b l a c k s t o c k i n g s 
c o m p l e t e t h e e n s e m b l e - n o t 
exact ly " h a u t e c o u t u r e " . L i t t l e 
g i r l s a n d t e e n a g e r s i m i t a t e d ie ir 
m o t h e r s d r e s s . 

No c a r s or b i cyc le s a r e a l lowed 
s o t h e h o r s e - d r a w n b u g g y is s e e n 
eve rywhere . T h e f a m d y buggy is 
covered a n d h a s a w i n d o w a t t h e 
back . T h e c o u r t i n g buggy s e a t s 
two a n d i s n o t cove red so t h e 
w h o l e wor ld c h a p e r o n e s t h e Sun­
d a y af te rnoon d a t e . 

T h e A m i s h f a r m e r d o e s n ' t h a v e 
a t rac tor . All fa rm w o r k i s d o n e 
w i t h h o r s e - d r a w n m a c h i n e r y . 
Maize a n d tobacco a r e d i e two 
i m p o r t a n t c r o p s , a n d a s m o s t of 
t h e w o r k w i t h tobacco is m a n u a l 
i t fits t he i r ag r i cu l tu ra l p r ac t i ce . 

F e d e r a l l a w h a s g iven d i e con­
ces s ion t h a t A m i s h c h i l d r e n a r e 
c o m p e U e d t o a t t e n d p r i m a r y 

school only. T h e school i s a one-
r o o m e d b u d d i n g a n d all c lasses 
a r e t a u g h t b y one t eache r . Chd-
d r e n a r e c o n s i d e r e d b ack w ard in 
m a t h s a n d sc ience , b u t a r e trilin­
gual . T h e l anguage of t h e h o m e is 
Pennsy lvan ian Du tch , a n d a t 
school t h e y s t u d y Eng l i sh a n d 
G e r m a n . The ch i ld leaving school 
h a s s t u d i e d t h e Bible, boys have 
a good k n o w l e d g e of soil a n d 
p l a n t a n d a n i m a l husbandry , 
wh i l e g i r l s a r e a d e p t a t sewing 
a n d t h e h o m e - m a k i n g a r t s . T h e 
A m i s h pay school t axes b u t d o 
no t accep t any government h e l p 
for t h e i r schoo ls . 

T h e A m i s h h o u s e h o l d is no t 
a l lowed any p e r m a n e n t l i nks wi th 
t h e o u t s i d e wor ld , h e n c e t h e y d o 
no t h a v e electr ici ty, gas , te le­
p h o n e or wa t e r connect ions t o 
t h e i r h o m e s . B a t h e r cleverly, 
t h e y h a v e d e c i d e d t h a t t h e y m a y 
u s e r o a d s i d e t e l ephones so t h e 

s t a t e h a s p r o v i d e d t e l e p h o n e 
k iosks . L igh t c o m e s from 
k e r o s e n e l a m p s a n d w a t e r i s 
e i t h e r p i p e d from a s t r e a m on 
t h e f a rmer ' s l a n d or i s r a i s ed 
from a w e d by a w i n d m i l l . 

T h e Bible i s d i e i r only g u i d e in 
m a t t e r s of rel igion. I n tiieir 
de s i r e for s implic i ty , t h e y h a v e 
no c h u r c h e s . I n s t e a d , e a c h fam­
ily, In i t s t u r n p u t s i t s h o m e a t 
d i e d i sposa l of t h e c o m m u n i t y for 
Sunday w o r s h i p - r a t h e r l ike ou r 
s i a i i o n s , a n d again, l i ke our s ta­
tions, t h e famdy w h o s e t u rn i t is 
to h o s t S u n d a y w o r s h i p , s e rves 
lunch to d i e whole congrega t ion 
after service . F a m d y prayer a n d 
Bible r e a d big a t h o m e a r e impor­
t a n t S ince G o d forbade t h e mak­
ing or graven images , no 
pah i t ings or p h o t o g r a p h s of 
m e m b e r s a r e a l lowed. Tour i s t s 
a r e r e q u e s t e d no t to p h o t o g r a p h 
peop le a t work in t h e f ields. 

T h e A m i s h a d m i t t h a t t h e r e i s 
defection from t h e i r r a n k s a m o n g 
t h e young. W h a t i s rea l ly su rpr i s -
mg is t h a t m o s t of t h e young peo­
p le and t e e n a g e r s a r e willing to 
a d h e r e to t h i s a u s t e r e a n d con­
t ro l led r e g b n e . Peop le de sc r ibe 
t h e m a s rel igiously o d d a n d cul­
turally b a c k w a r d , b u t can we b e 
su re w h e t h e r t h e y a r e b a c k w a r d 
or forward. 

Atypical farrdly•of the Amish Community, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania In 
tradltlcmal clothing. The woman's hair Is always covered by either scarf or 
prayer bonnet Little boys and girls dress exactly like their respective parents. 
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Memories of my 
vi l lage Agloragh 

( B y B r e n d a Judge-Fork in) 

Everyone n e e d s a s e n s e of 
p l ace , w h e r e t h e y w e r e b o r n 

a n d s p e n t t h e i r growing y e a r s . 
Looking b a c k I h a v e a lways val­
u e d m y c h i l d h o o d in Agloragh 
a n d t h e m e m o r i e s will a lways b e 
wi th m e . T o m e , Agloragh , or in 
I r i s h " A t h G l o r a c h " , m e a n i n g t h e 
noisy ford, d e r i v e d i t s n a m e from 
t h e r iver. H e n c e t h e b r i d g e w a s 
a n i m p o r t a n t f ea tu re of t h e vil­
lage . W a n d e r i n g b a c k t o ch i ld ­
h o o d a n d s t a n d i n g on t h e b r i d g e 
I can s e e t h e r iver flowing o u t 
from t h e t h r e e a r c h e s , gen t ly 
m a k i n g I ts way a n d s p r e a d i n g 
out , c a t c h i n g s e d i m e n t s a n d 
s e e d s . A s a r e su l t , a type of m i n i 
forest s e e m e d to grow. T o u s a s 
c h i l d r e n i t l o o k e d l ike a b i g for­
e s t a n d w a s a g r e a t s e t t i ng for fun 
a n d g a m e s , h i d e a n d s e e k . T h e 
w a t e r w a s s p a r k l i n g c lear , w i t h 
lo t s of t rou t , a n d a t c e r t a i n t i m e s 
of t h e yea r s a l m o n m a d e i t s 
a p p e a r a n c e . I t m a d e i t s way 
down b y t h e front of m y fo rmer 
h o m e a n d fu r the r on t o w a r d s t h e 
s i te of t h e Old Mill. T h e Mill 
d a t e d b a c k to t h e ear ly 1 8 t h Cen­
tury. S o t h e n a m e J u d g e h a s 
a lways b e e n p a r t of Agloragh . My 
fa ther w a s k n o w n locally a s P a t 
T h e Mill . Many s t o r i e s w e r e to ld 
to u s a s c h i l d r e n a b o u t t h e Mill . I 
r e m e m b e r one s tory in pa r t i cu l a r 
a n d I t ru ly felt O u r Lady w a s 
t h e r e . T h e F a m i n e y e a r s of 1846-
1847 left p e o p l e w a n d e r i n g t h e 
r o a d s a n d m a n y ac tua l ly d i e d on 
t h e r o a d s i d e . T h e Mrs . J u d g e a t 
t h a t t i m e w a s g e n e r o u s a n d k ind 
a n d h e r h u s b a n d , r a t h e r a n angry 
a n d s h o r t t e m p e r e d m a n . H e h a d 
gone to one of t h e nea rby t owns 
to find c u s t o m e r s for t h e co rn h e 
h a d mi l l ed . Whi l e h e w a s a b s e n t 
s h e gave ou t a lo t of m e a l t o t h e 
w a n d e r i n g poor . W h e n s h e 
r ea l i s ed 6he h a d given too m u c h 
s h e left a n d w e n t t o t h e Bog, s o 
a s to e s c a p e h i s ange r w h e n h e 
r e t u r n e d . S h e a lways h a d g r e a t 
devot ion to Our L a d y a n d p r a y e d 
t h a t h e would no t b e angry w i t h 
h e r . O n r e t u r n h e w a s to ld abou t 
t h e m i s s i n g m e a l . H e s t o r m e d 
in to t h e b a r n a n d found t h e b i n s 
flowing over. As a r e su l t h e w a s a 
c h a n g e d m a n a n d b e c a m e a m o r e 
k i n d p e r s o n . T h a t s tory a lways 

i m p r e s s e d m e a s a ch i ld . I t h i n k 
my m o t h e r was t each ing u s 
t h r o u g h t h e m o r a l of t h e story. 

J a c k J u d g e , t h e compose r of 
t h e famous song " I t s a Long Way 
to T i p p " , h a d t i e s w i th Agloragh. 
I t h a s b e e n sa id t h a t h i s fa ther 
w a s b o r n in Agloragh, e m i g r a t e d 
to Eng land a n d t i l ls J a c k was h i s 
son. Hopefully I will g e t m o r e 
Information on t h a t l a t e r . 

An o t h e r m e m o r y of m y chi ld­
h o o d w a s going to t h e well for 
wa te r . I h a d a choice of t h r e e 
s p r i n g wel ls c lose by, a g r e a t nat­
u r a l resource for t h e vil lage. On a 
pa r t i cu l a r day I no t iced a bowl 
full of de l ic ious r ed J e l l y p ropped 
on a rock In t h e cold s t r e a m . 
Obviously, t h e s t r e a m w a s be ing 
u s e d a s a na tu ra l fridge to s e t t h e 
jelly. I t was s o t empt ing , I e a t 
s o m e of it, t h e n felt guflty a n d 
a d d e d m o r e water . La te r I d i s ­
covered t h a t Mary Regan , R I . P . , 
w a s hav ing vis i tors a n d h a d 
h o p e d h e r jel ly would have s e t by 
t h e t i m e t h e y ar r ived. W h a t a 
h o p e after t h e d a m a g e I h a d 
d o n e . 

I n our front g a r d e n we h a d a 
b ig rope swing b e t w e e n two h i g h 
t r ee s . We h a d g rea t fun swinging 
way u p for a g r e a t view across t h e 
river, h i S u m m e r on a Sunday 
afternoon, m y m o t h e r s p r e a d a 
t ab lec lo th ou t on t h e g r a s s nea r 
t h e swing. We h a d a b ig t r e a t of 
jelly, c u s t a r d , a n d c u r r a n b r e a d . 
Aus t le Cr lbbin (now Fr. Aust in) 
a lways m a n a g e d to fly ou t from 
Bal lyhaunis on h i s bicycle w id i 
i cecream j u s t on t i m e for t h e 

t r ea t . I t w a s obvious t h a t Aus t in 
loved female c o m p a n y a s in ou r 
family our b r o t h e r P a d r a i c was 
t h e e ldes t , t h e n 5 g i r l s followed. 
H e v i s i t ed often a n d we always 
h a d fun a n d l augh te r . T h e ne igh­
b o u r s often sa id : "Ah , h e will 
never m a k e a pr ies t" , a s h e w a s a 
c ler ical s t u d e n t a t t h e t ime . 
Today, h e is P a r i s h P r i e s t in Ore-
gan U.S.A. 

Emigra t ion w a s p a r t of life in 
t h e West. My family s e e m e d to 
have i t chy feet a n d were always 
coming a n d going. Owen J u d g e , 
g r a n d f a t h e r of t h e p r e s e n t Owen, 
h a d reason to cry a lo t w i th sor­
row a n d joy. H e c r i ed w h e n any­
o n e wen t away a n d c r i e d w h e n 
t h e y r e t u r n e d , so h i s e y e s w e r e 
wel l w a s h e d w i t h t e a r s of g r e a t 
n a t u r e 

S o u n d s of m u s i c w e r e a lways 
p a r t of t h e s c e n e . J o h n n y 
McGar ry e n t e r t a i n e d t h e vi l lage 
w i t h h i s accord ion a n d violin. My 
b r o t h e r , Pa t , p l a y e d t h e d r u m s , 
s o a var ie ty of s o u n d s e c h o e d In 
t h e air on a S u m m e r ' s evening. 
My b r o t h e r , P a d r a i c , R I . P . , d i e d 
in Maryland, U . S A . , l a s t May. W e 
all felt a g r e a t s e n s e of l o s s a n d i t 
w a s t h i s s a d occas ion t h a t 
s p a r k e d m y i d e a of t a k i n g a t r i p 
down m e m o r y l a n e a n a s e n s e of 
apprec ia t ion of m y vi l lage a n d 
t h e peop le . 

My A m e r i c a n r e l a t i ons h a v e 
con t i nued to v i s i t Agloragh, to 
s e e k a n d k n o w t h e i r Roo t s a n d 
for m a n y g e n e r a t i o n s to c o m e 
will , no d o u b t , con t inue to d o so . 
T h e friendship a n d c o m m u n i t y 
sp i r i t of t h e vi l lage is g r e a t to 
exper ience w h e n any m e m b e r of 
t h e family ca l l s t h e r e . D ick a n d 
Kat l i leen Nyland, w h o now l ive in 
m y old h o m e a lways give a C e a d 
Mile Fai l te t o all t h e r e l a t ions . As 
a r e su l t m y g r e a t s e n s e of p lace 
a n d Roots will a lways r e m a i n 
wi th m e . 

Brenda Judge -Forkin, 

Knox's Street, Ballvhaunis. 
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Balljhautiìs hurtta 
actMtiest 1991 

AS t h e B a l l y h a u n i s h u r l i n g 
c o m m i t t e e m o v e in to t h e i r 

t h i r d yea r , i t i s p l e a s i n g t o n o t e 
t h a t t h e s u c c e s s s to ry c o n t i n u e s . 

T h e n u m b e r of c h i l d r e n p lay ing 
t h e g a m e is i n c r e a s i n g s t ead i ly , 
a n d a pos i t ive a s p e c t i s t h e l a r g e 
n u m b e r w h o a r e n o t involved in 
o t h e r s p o r t i n g ac t iv i t i e s , b u t find 
t h a t t h e y c a n e x p r e s s t h e m s e l v e s 
t h r o u g h t h e g a m e of h u r l i n g . 

I n 1 9 9 1 t h e t r e n d s e t in t h e 
p r e v i o u s y e a r c o n t i n u e d a n d p ro ­
g r e s s e d e v e n f u r t h e r T e a m s w e r e 
e n t e r e d i n t h r e e c o m p e t i t i o n s , 
i .e. , Na t iona l Schoo l , U n d e r - 1 4 
a n d U n d e r - 1 5 . 

T h e n u m b e r of m e d a l s won b y 
t h e h u r l e r s in 1 9 9 1 m a y b e l e s s 
t h a n p r e v i o u s y e a r s , b u t s u c c e s s 
Is no t a lways m e a s u r e d b y t h e 
n u m b e r of m e d a l s w o n b y a c lub . 

A t na t iona l s c h o o l l eve l , Bally­
h a u n i s w o n t h e i r way t h r o u g h t o 
t h e E a s t Mayo final. I n t h i s final 
w e w e r e o p p o s e d b y o u r f r i ends 
a n d r iva l s , K n o c k N . S . I n a m a r ­
ve l lous g a m e of h u r l i n g , in w h i c h 
t h e c o m m i t m e n t from b o t h t e a m s 
w a s neve r l e s s t h a n 100 p e r c en t , 
Knock N . S . e m e r g e d w i n n e r s b y 
t h e n a r r o w e s t of m a r g i n s . 

Our c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o Knock 
for a very fine p e r f o r m a n c e on 
t h a t occas ion , a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y 
b e c a u s e t h e y w e n t on t o win t h e 
coun ty n a t i o n a l s c h o o l s final. 

T h e U n d e r - 1 4 coun ty compe t i ­
t ion w a s r i m on a l e a g u e b a s i s , 
w i t h t h e t o p t w o t e a m s p lay ing in 
t h e final. B a l l y h a u n i s won al l 
t h e i r g a m e s w i t h i m p r e s s i v e wins 
over Bal l ina , C a s d e b a r a n d 
T o o r e e n c l u b s . 

However , o n d i e d a y of t h e 

Michael Regan, Pierce Doherty, Frank 
Fahey, Patrick Freely, Joseph Freely. 

county final a n u m b e r of k e y play­
e r s w e r e a b s e n t d u e t o injury a n d 
ho l idays . D e s p i t e t h i s d r a w b a c k 
t h e Ba l lyhaun i s boys p u t in a 
g r e a t pe r fo rmance a n d even 
t h o u g h b e a t e n w e r e a p p l a u d e d 
for t h e i r h e r o i c efforts. 

I n 1 9 9 1 BaUyhaun l s e n t e r e d a 
t e a m in t h e U n d e r - 1 5 b l i t z 
recen t iy h e l d in C a s d e b a r . I t i s 
b a s e d o n t h i s c o m p e t i t i o n t h a t 
t h e County Mayo U n d e r - 1 6 t e a m 
for 1992 i s p i c k e d . D u e t o a good 

Paul Finn, Derek McConn, Micheal 
Walsh, Christopher McCrudden and 
Garret Delaney. 

p e r f o r m a n c e it will b e su rp r i s ing 
if a n u m b e r of Ba l lyhaunis play-
e r s will n o t f ea tu re on t h e county 
pane l . 

Las t y e a r Mayo U n d e r - 1 6 
county team won t h e A d - I r e l a n d 
Specia l final for t h e first t i m e 
ever. T h e congra tu la t ions of Bal­
l y h a u n i s h u r l e r s a n d all Bally­
h a u n i s i s e x t e n d e d to t h e p layers 
on t h e p a n e l - in pa r t i cu la r to 
D e r e k Wal sh , w h o h a s b e c o m e 
t h e first Ba l lyhaunis m a n to win 
an Al l - I re land hur l ing final. 

I t is par t icu lar ly encourag ing to 
s ee a growing n u m b e r of Bally­
h a u n i s peop le ge t t ing involved in 
h u r l i n g w i th in t h e town a n d 
county. I n t h i s r ega rd a very spe­
cial congra tu la t ions to J o h n J o e 
KeUy o n h i s appo in tmen t a s 
county sen io r hur l ing manage r . 

Our t h a n k s a r e e x t e n d e d to 
Ba l lyhaun i s GAA Club a n d offi­
c ia l s for t h e i r co-operat ion a n d 
encouragemen t . We would l ike t o 
t h a n k p a r e n t s a n d ch i l d r en for 

Paul McConn, Don Regan, Robert Mor­
ley, John Gallagher and Anthony Lyons. 

t h e i r h e l p a n d g o o d w d l , a n d w e 
look forward t o 1992 for cont in­
u e d success . 

Nat ional School p a n e l , 1 9 9 1 -
S e a m u s Lunden , K e n n e t h Klr-
r ane , M a r k Neenan , P a u l 
McConn, David Murphy , J o h n n y 
Burke , Pau l F inn , M. J . Nolan, 
Michael Regan , D o n R e g a n , 
Ge r ry Neenan , Michae l W a l s h e , 
D e r e k McConn, J o h n G a d a g h e r , 
J o n a t h a n Kilduff, F r a n k Fahy , 
Michael B u r k e , R o b e r t Morley, 
Ronan J e n n i n g s , P e t e r Meenan , 
B r e n d a n McNamara , Shay W a l s h . 

U n d e r - 1 4 Pane l , 1 9 9 1 - D e r e k 
Walshe , P ie rce Higg ins , P e t e r 
Healy , J o h n n y B u r k e , Michae l 
Curley, H u g h McKerml t t , M a r k 
Neenan , K e n n e t h K i r r a n e , Pau l 
Finn, David Conlon, D a r r e n Con­
lon, Michae l Regan , D o n Regan , 
S e a m u s Lundon , P a u l McConn, 
S e a n F i t zmaur iee , G e r r y Neenan , 
M a r k P a t t e r s o n . 

BaUyhaunls U n d e r - 1 5 t e a m -
D e r e k W a l s h e , R o b e r t G d d e a , 
D e c l a n Byrne , P e t e r Hea ly , 
P ie rce Higgins , J o h n n y B u r k e , 
Michae l Curley, H u g h McKer­
m l t t , M a r k Neenan , K e n n e t h Kir­
r a n e , D a r r e n Conlon, Michae l 
Freeley, Br ian F lanagan , D u n c a n 
H a n n o n , Sean F i t zmaur iee , Sea­
m u s L u n d e n . A b s e n t d u e to ill­
ne s s : C o r m a c O'Connor, David 
Conlon. 

- P e t e r Higgins . 

Seamus Lundon, Gerry Neenan, Diar-
mtrid Eagney, David Murphy and Keith 
Higgins. 
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Tom Murphy and Paddy Kelly on 

"Days Gone 

B y M a t t O'Dwyer 

On a w e t and windy October night, I called to Paddy 
Kelly's house in Leow to gather with Tom Murphy, 
h i s son , Padraig, and a tape recorder! Willie 

McDonnell from 'over the border' in Ballinlough Parish, 
a lso dropped in t o give a real 'rambling house ' effect. 
Willie he ld us spellbound as he brought us back in t ime 
through local and national history. Some of this material 
will, p lease God, appear in future issues . Here we allow 
our readers t o eavesdrop on some of their personal mem­
ories - Matt O'Dwyer. 

W h e n we w e r e young c h i l d r e n 
t h e w a r w a s on - w e r e m e m b e r 
P e a r l H a r b o u r - w e w e r e b e l o w in 
M c H a l e ' s field t h i n n i n g b e e t a t 6 
o 'c lock in t h e m o r n i n g before we 
w e n t t o schoo l a n d w e would s e e 
t h e p l a n e s p a s s i n g over. 

A n o t h e r t i m e , 1940-42 , w e 
w e r e ' s t ook ing ' o a t s a n d w e s aw a 
b ig p l a n e p a s s i n g low over u s . 
G e r m a n 1 A B o m b e r - it c a m e 
down s o m e w h e r e in Wes tpor t , i t 
w a s go ing a c r o s s t o E n g l a n d a n d 
It w a s go ing to r e l e a s e t h e b o m b s 
t h e r e a n d t h e y s h o t i t d o w n out­
s i d e W e s t p o r t T h e two p e o p l e in 
it, b a d e d o u t before i t w a s s h o t 
down. We cou ld s e e t h e o t h e r 
p l a n e r i g h t b e h i n d i t . 

W e h a d to w o r k ear ly in t h e 
m o r n i n g a s d i e r e w a s n o h e l p 
t h a t t i m e . We s o w e d , t h e b e e t t o 
ge t s u g a r for ou r se lve s -you would 
ge t 4 s t o n e of suga r from a h a l f 
a n ac r e of b e e t - ou r se lves (Mur­
phy ' s ) a n d M c H a l e s u s e d to sow 
a h a l f a n a c r e a p i e c e , you s e e 
sugar w a s r a t i o n e d a t t h e t i m e . 
You 'd ge t a v o u c h e r for t h e s u g a r 
w h e n you s e n t away t h e b e e t -
J o l m Morley ( J o h n Morley in 
Vals, h i s f a the r ) w a s t h e a g e n t I t 
w a s o n e p o u n d five a ton d i e n . 

Pastimes 
We u s e d to b e d e v d s for ca ta­

p u l t s a n d w e u s e d to m a k e car­
b i d e s h o t s a n d w e u s e d to c a t c h 

b i r d s , a n d w e u s e d to t ry to c a t c h 
goldf inches t o p u t into a cage -
we u s e d to c a t c h t h e m w i t h 
h o r s e h a i r s n a r e s . 

We u s e d to go ou t rabbeting a t 
n igh t w i th a ca rb ide l a m p r a b b i t s 
were abou t two shi l l ings or 
maybe two a n d six p e n c e a t t h e 
t i m e . We u s e d to go down by 
P a d d y Lyons ' s a n d you 'd ge t 
b e t w e e n t h e m a n d t h e w a d , and 

once t h e y ' d s t a r t runn ing t o w a r d s 
you, y o u ' d p u t t h e l a m p on t h e m , 
b u t you d i d n ' t leave i t on t h e m 
all t h e t i m e , you took i t off t h e m 
aga in a n d t h e n you p u t i t on 
t h e m again . You could w a l k u p 
a n d h i t t h e m , we often go t m a y b e 
15 or 16 r a b b i t s in one n i g h t a n d 
t h a t w a s a lo t of money. J o e Wal­
d r o n of Knox St . , u s e d to b u y 
t h e m from u s , a n d Mi tche l l s in 
Bal l in lough, a n d once w e saw a 
wease l af ter a r abb i t a n d w h e n 
t h e wease l c a u g h t h i m we got t h e 
r a b b i t a n d go t our few b o b . 

We u s e d to s e t s n a r e s a l so t o 
c a t c h r a b b i t s , a n d t r aps . We h a d 
a h o u n d t h a t t i m e a n d h e ' d b e 
c a t c h i n g t h e i n a n d h e u s e d t o 
b r e a k t h e i r b a c k s . J o e Waldron 
w o u l d n ' t buy a r a b b i t if h i s b a c k 
w a s b r o k e n a n d w h a t we u s e d to 
d o w a s - cu t t h e spokes ou t of t h e 
w h e e l of a bicycle a n d w e ' d p u t 
one p a r t of d i e spoke u p h i s 
sp ine a n d t h e o t h e r u p h i s b a c k -
well h e w a s a perfect r a b b i t aga in 
- t h e r e w a s a g r e a t spr ing t o h im! 

T o m F i n n e g a n h a d g r e a t 
h o u n d s a n d h e ' d g o h u n t i n g for 
h a r e s . T h e r e w a s a g u a r d u s e d t o 
go ou t t o h i m a n d F r a n k Glynn. 
I n t h e m o r n i n g h e ' d go off w i t h 
t h e h o u n d s - " I w a n t a b i t for m y 
d i n n e r " , a n d h e ' d go off w i t h t h e 
grey cow a n d h e ' d c h e w tobacco 
on t h e w i n d o w sil l every t i m e 
h e ' d c o m e b a c k - often w i t h a b i g 
h a r e a n d h e ' d sk in h i m a n d h a v e 
h i m on t h e t a b l e in a n h o u r . 
S o m e t i m e s o n a S u n d a y w e ' d go 

• CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

Annagh Group, around 1900 - Back row (left/right): John Lyons, Mrs. Mary 
Lyons (his wife); Mrs. Tom Greally (English man); Mary Greally, Kate Greally 
and Mary Ann Moran ("Nolan Moran"). Front row (left/right): Luke Greally 
(Shoemaker); Anne Greally (grandaoghter); Mrs. Bridget Greally (his wife). 

Pic: Courtesy of Martin Lyons, Annagh. 
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Back row: Milo Henry, John Henry, Jack Kilduff (R.I.P.); Charlie Phillips (R.I.P.); Tom Fleming, Clarence Grogan (R.I.P.); 
Tony Carney, Paddy Niland, Paddy Fox. Front row: John Higgins, Jack Mulkeen (R.I.P.); Johnnie Walsh, Paddy Kilkenny and 
Brian Clarke. 

"Days Gone By" 
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 

w i t h T o m a n d t h c m e n , al l 
t h r o u g h t h e b o g s w e m i g h t h a v e 
t o ca r ry a h a r e al l d a y - t h e 
w e i g h t of h i m wou ld k i l l you -
w e ' d b r i n g h i m h o m e . 

S c h o o l 

P a d d y Kelly w o u l d go a c r o s s 
f ie lds t o Coolnafa rna School w i t h 
Michae l a n d M a r g a r e t H e n e g h a n 
from T u l l a g h a n e a n d t h e G e r -
a g h t y ' s . We s c h e m e d a few d a y s -
d o w n b e h i n d d i e b i g wal l w e ' d s i t 
d o w n t h e r e a l l d a y - d i e d a y 
would b e l i ke a w e e k - w h e n w e ' d 
s e e t h e m c o m i n g from schoo l 
w e ' d go u p h o m e aga in . I t w a s 
Mrs . J e n n i n g s w e w e n t t o first. 
T h e y w e r e l iving d i e r e in t h e Pos t 
Office in B a l l y h a u n i s . T h e r e 

would b e 1 5 o r 16 in t h e c l a s s , 
s t a n d i n g a r o u n d In a c i rc le . 

We r e m e m b e r t h e ' d a y of 
inkwel l ' - Noel J e n n i n g s t h e 
t e a c h e r ' s son - you s e e one of u s 
would h a v e t o fid t h e inkwel l s 
every m o r n i n g w i t h a five noggin 
bo t t i e a n d w h e n t h e t e a c h e r h a d 
h e r b a c k t u r n e d t h e y ' d b e ho ld ­
ing u p t h e we l l s a n d say ing good 
luck a n d s o m e b o d y gave i t a t i p -
i t was Noel • K- lining, h e r own 
son, a n d t h e r e w a s holy m u r d e r -
s h e near ly k i l l ed al l round h e r -
h e ran ou t a n d u p a b u s h in t h e 
p layground . One t i m e we got a n 
aw-fid ' d o i n g ' from J i m m y 
O'Dwyer. W c w e n t down be low 
d i e rai lway w i t h D e r e k Mulkeen 
a n d J o h n Browne . We u s e d to go 
down to d i e furze b u t no t a c ro s s 
t h e rai lway - anyway t h i s day we 
w e n t a c ro s s a n d d o w n to Mar t in 

Dyers a n d w e d i d n ' t c o m e u p b u t 
h e w a i t e d a n d we go t s ix s l a p s a 
p iece . W e w e n t t o school t h e 
who le yea r r o u n d t h o u g h no t reg­
ularly. Often w h e n w e ' d c o m e 
h o m e from school t h e y ' d have 
left all t h e s m a l l p o t a t o e s for u s 
t o p ick - t h e p o r e e n s - a n d t h e y ' d 
leave d i e m in g r a n d l i t t í e h e a p s 
all a r o u n d - r e m e m b e r t h e r e were 
a good m a n y r i d g e s to b e p i cked . 
We cou ldn ' t b e lazy in t h o s e d a y s 
- t hey were g r e a t d igge r s . I t w a s 
d o n e m o s d y w i t h t h e s p a d e . 

At l u n c h t l m e w e ' d b e k ick ing 
football In Dal ions field b e s i d e 
d i e r adway l ine . We u s e d to c r o s s 
t h e mi l le rs d r a i n on t h e s t e p p i n g 
s tones . We u s e d to h a v e s p o r t s 
down t h e r e - t h e f irs t t h i n g I 
(Tom) ever won w a s a p o c k e t 
wa tch a n d you 'd h e a r i t t i ck ing 
h e r e . We w e r e a l l looking a t t h e 
watch - we h a d n o w a t c h - i t h a d 
a cha in on It - 1 t h o u g h t I ' d neve r 

M 
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" D a y s G o n e B y " 

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 

b e p o o r a g a i n - t h e n N o e l W a l ­
d r o n i n B a l l y h a u n i s w a s s u p ­
p o s e d t o b e o u t s t a n d i n g so h e 
w a s b r o u g h t o u t h e r e a n d I b e a t 
h i m i n C o o l n a f a r n a . T h e n I w e n t 
t o a s p o r t s i n C a r r i c k . V i n c e n t 
K e l l y - J o h n J o e ' s s o n , w a s t h e r e 
- h e w a s h o m e f r o m c o l l e g e a n d 
h e w a s s u p p o s e d t o b e t h e b e e s 
k n e e s - a n d I b e a t h i m . I u s e d to 
d o a f a i r b i t o f r u n n i n g t h a t t i m e . 

Self sufficient 

A t h o m e t h e m o n e y m i g h t 
c o m e f r o m one o r t w o c a t t l e t h a t 
y o u ' d s e l l i n t h e y e a r a n d t h e 
eggs. Y o u h a r d l y n e e d e d t o b u y 
a n y t h i n g - y o u h a d y o u r o w n 
b a c o n , t h e y k i l l e d a p i g e v e r y 
yea r , a n d y o u r o w n eggs a n d po ta ­
t oes a n d t w o o r t h r e e c o w s m i l k ­
i n g a n d t h e y ' d c h u r n eve ry w e e k 
so y o u h a d p l e n t y o f b u t t e r - t h e y 
w o u l d g o t o t o w n w i t h t h e t w o 
b a s k e t s o f eggs a n d c o m e h o m e 
w i t h a b o x o f s tu f f , t e a a n d sugar 
a n d a d r o p o f l a m p o l l - d u r i n g 
t h e w a r t i m e y o u w o u l d n o t g e t 
t h a t - y o u ' d h a v e a b i g l o g o f t i m ­
b e r b u r n i n g a l l n i g h t t o m a k e 
l i g h t y o u k e p t b u r n i n g i t a n d y o u 
k e p t s h o v i n g i t h i - t h e t e a a n d 
suga r w e r e r a t i o n e d - t h e t u r f 
w a s o f t e n w e t i t w a s r e e k e d ou t ­
s i d e . 

Entertainment 

W e r e m e m b e r one t i m e t h e r e 
u s e d t o b e v e r y l i t t l e d a n c i n g i n 
dance h a l l s , i t w a s m o s t l y h o m e 
' s p r e e s ' . Y o u m i g h t n ' t c o m e 
h o m e u n t i l s i x h i t h e m o r n i n g -
d a y l i g h t - t h e s u n w o u l d b e bea t ­
i n g d o w n o n y o u , a n d y o u ' d b e 
f o o t i n g t u r f a n d y o u ' d t h i n k y o u ' d 
b e g o i n g g r e a t t h e n y o u ' d f a l l 
d o w n . W e r e m e m b e r d a n c e s h e r e 
h i K e l l y ' s , a n d h i C l o o n c r l m d o w n 
i n T o m L y o n s ' s h o u s e . I f p e o p l e 
w e r e n ' t i n v i t e d t h e y u s e d t o 
c l i m b u p o n t h e h o u s e a n d p u t a 
g lass d o w n o n t o p o f t h e c h i m n e y 
t o s t o p t h e s m o k e a n d t h e s m o k e 
w o u l d c o m e d o w n a n d f u m i g a t e 
t h e ones t h a t w e r e i n s i d e a n d 
t h e y ' d l o o k u p a n d see t h e s ta r s 
t l i r o u g h t h e c h i m n e y a n d s t i l l 
t h e s m o k e w o u l d n ' t go u p . Some­
t i m e s t h e y ' d g e t a s p a r r o w a n d 
s t i c k h i s t a i l i n t h e w a t e r a n d 
o p e n t h e d o o r a n d l e t h i m i n a n d 
h e w o u l d go s t r a i g h t f o r t h e g lobe 

a n d c r a s h , tire p lace w o u l d b e i n 
d a r k n e s s . 

T h e dances w o u l d s t a r t a t 
a b o u t 10 o ' c l o c k r o u n d a b o u t 
O c t o b e r / N o v e m b e r . T h e r e w e r e 
M e l o d l a n p l a y e r s i n n e a r l y every 
h o u s e t h e n a n d f i d d l e p l a y e r s -
J i m M o r a n , P a d d y F i n n e g a n , 
E d d i e Eagney a n d J a c k D o n n e l ­
l a n - t h e o l d p e o p l e w o u l d b e i n 
t h e c o m e r k e e p i n g a n eye, some­
t i m e s t h e o l d w o m a n w o u l d b e i n 
t h e h a g . T h e r e w a s a c u p o f tea 
a n d m a y b e b r e a d a n d j a m . I f you 
w e r e t h e first u p t o t h e r o o m you 
m i g h t g e t j a m a n d a b i t o f c a k e 
a n d y o u ' d c o m e d o w n o u t o f t h e 
r o o m p r e t e n d i n g t o b e p i c k i n g 
t h e m e a t o f f y o u r t e e t h a n d t h e 
n e x t c r o w d go t n o m e a t a n d t h e 
first c r o w d g o t m e a t a n d t h e r e 
w a s n o m e a t a t a l l . Ca rneys a n d 
M o y l e t t s u s e d t o c o m e i n t h e ass 
a n d c a r t t o t h e sp rees - a f l a t 
b o d i e d ca r t . Peop le w o u l d p u t 
' Y o r k s ' o n , o l d p e o p l e u s e d t o 
w e a r s t r a w ropes u p o f f t h e k n e e 
l i k e a s t r a p t o k e e p t h e t r o u s e r s 
from g e t t i n g w e t Once someone 
t h r e w a s tone d o w n K e l l y ' s c h i m ­
ney a t t h e s t a t i o n s a n d d a m a g e d 
t h e 6pou t o f t h e P a r i s h P r i e s t s 
t eapo t . P a d d y s t i l l h a s i t . 

I r e m e m b e r t h e r e w a s a h a g 
h e r e i n K e l l y s . I t was a h a g t h a t 
w a s o f f t h e s i d e o f t h e h o u s e w i t h 
a f l a g r o o f - t h e r e w a s a s o l i d 
frame i n i t . I r e m e m b e r w e l l 
P a d r a i g , R . I .P . a n d m y s e l f (we 
w e r e t w i n s ) , w o u l d c o m e u p h e r e 
o n h o l i d a y s a n d w e u s e d t o b e i n 
t h e h a g a n d t h e m a r e w a s i n t h e 

b u i l d i n g r i g h t b e s i d e t h e h o u s e . 
A s soon as s h e ' d h e a r t h e first 
r a t t l e s h e ' d s t a r t p a w i n g fo r oa t s 
so U n c l e P a d d y w o u l d g o o u t a n d 
t h r o w h e r t h e oa ts . T h e y ' d t a k e 
t h e coa ls t h e n a n d t h e r e w a s a 
l i t t l e ' p o r e e n ' ( h o l e ) , a n d t h e y ' d 
p u t t h e fire I n t h a t a n d t h r o w t h e 
a s h e s o n t o p o f i t a n d h e ' d s i t o n 
a b u t t e r b o x a n d l i g h t t h e p i p e 
a n d h e ' d r i d d l e t h a t p i p e b e f o r e 
h e s t i r r e d o u t o f t h e r e a n d w e ' d 
b e l o o k i n g o u t a t h i m . T h a t t i m e 
t h e y u s e d t o k i l l a p i g a n d t h e y ' d 
h a n g t h e b a c o n o f f t h e c e i l i n g 
a n d t h e y w o u l d go u p a n d c u t i t 
a n d i t w a s as h a r d as w o o d a n d 
t h e s a l t w a s r u n n i n g o u t o f i t , a n d 
t h e y a re t a l k i n g a b o u t b l o o d p res ­
s u r e n o w l T h e n S i s w o u l d g o t o 
t h e g a r d e n i f i t w a s t h e t i m e o f 
o n i o n s a n d t h e y ' d p u t t h e o n i o n s 
d o w n a n d b a c o n a n d w e ' d b e 
w a i t i n g fo r i t t o b e r e a d y a n d 
t h e n w e ' d g e t u p a n d e a t t h a t . We 
t h o u g h t i t w a s g r e a t . 

Trades 

B r o d Boy le w a s t h e b l a c k s m i t h 
I n o u r d a y a n d A n d r e w B o y l e . 
N e a r l y eve ry t o w n l a n d h a d a 
b l a c k s m i t h a n d t h e r e w a s u s u a l l y 
a j o u r n e y m a n c a r p e n t e r o r t w o 
a n d p l a s t e r e r s a n d s t o n e m a s o n s . 
J i m J o r d a n a n d J o h n J u d g e w e r e 
c a r p e n t e r s - J o h n l i v e d u p i n 
J o h n s t o w n h e ' d m a k e c h a i r s f o r 
u s . J i m J o r d a n m a d e t h e s e 
c h a i r s t h a t w e a r e s i t t i n g o n n o w 
a b o u t 1 9 2 3 - a s h h e u s e d t o g o 
o u t t o B a l l i n l o u g h s e l l i n g c h a i r s 
a n d s t o o l s , H e h a d a l i t t l e h o u s e 
w i t h a b u i l d i n g o n t o I t i n D e v l i s 
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MUSIC BY THE AIìELFA MELODY BAND (SIX) DUBLIN. 
LADIES', 10s , GENTLEMEN, 12s 6d ; DOUBLE TICKET. 21s. 

d a n c i n g 10 80. p . m . 
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"The Thresher" - J o h n Duggan, Padraic Waldron, Patrick Godfrey, Paddy Lyons, C i l ia Lyons, J o h n Greene , Michael Wal­
dron. 

"Days Gone By" 
oppos i t e w h e r e J o h n D u r k a n h a s 
h i s n e w h o u s e . I t Is s t i l l t h e r e - a 
l i t t l e w o r k s h o p o n t o t h e g a b l e of 
t h e h o u s e . Ml. C o e n u s e d t o 
m a k e c h a i r s a l s o a t P l u n k e t t s 
Mid , H e w a s k d l e d b y t h e T a n s , 
H e w a s in K i l t i m a g h se l l ing 
c h a i r s , H e c a m e h o m e a n d w a s 
af ter hav ing a n even ing m e a l 
w h e n t h e t a n s k n o c k e d a t t h e 
d o o r a n d b r o u g h t h i m o u t a n d 
k d l e d h i m , I t h a p p e n e d t h a t 
s o m e b o d y fired a s h o t t h e n i g h t 
before a t one of t h e t a n s a n d i t 
h i t t h a t C o r n e r H o u s e w h e r e J o e 
R e g a n h a d t h e s h o p . T h c m a r k of 
i t i s t h e r e a t t h e g a b l e . 

Mos t famUies h a d a swing 
p l o u g h - n o w h e e l i n g . A c o u l t e r 
c u t t h e s c r a w a n d a m o u l d b o a r d 
would t u r n i t over a n d p u t a 
s h i n e on i t I f t h e r e w a s n ' t a 
s h i n e on i t it w a s no good . W e ' d 
b e d r iv ing d i e h o r s e s . T h e f ie lds 
w e r e s m a l l a n d full of 6 tones so 
you 'd s t a n d b e t w e e n two h o r s e s -
Í lacking - a n d y o u ' d ge t p l en ty of 
o r d e r s from t h c p l o u g h m e n e s p e ­
cially if t h c h o r s e took a wrong 
s t e p . T h e y ' d b e 5 h o u r s t h r e s h ­
ing. T h e y ' d d o t h c w h o l e vlflagc 
in d i r c e d a y s . You 'd go t o d i e 
mil l a t O ' B r i e n s , J o h n s t o w n (Pa. 
O 'Br iens ) , a n d P a t J u d g e s of 
Cloncr im (viv J u d g e s ) , J o l m n y 
S t a u n t o n from Cloonfad. T o m 
Caulf ie ld , Cor n a S l u a i s t e a n d 
Br ian H u n t d i d d i e t r a s h i n g . 

T h e r e w e r e r a t s a n d m i c e a n d 
m e n c h a s e d t h e m w i t h h a y forks 
a n d you 'd b r e a k t h e h a n d l e a n d 
m a y b e d i e r a t would e s c a p e . 
T h e y ' d se l l a l o t of p o t a t o e s a n d 
i t would b u y u p b l u e s t o n e . Leow 
h a d a good n a m e for s p u d s - dry . 
A m a n from t h e nex t viflage 
would b o r r o w a c a r t w i t h P a t 
Freeley, Leow w r i t t e n on it , a n d 
h e ' d have n o t r o u b l e se l l ing h i s 
s p u d s in BaUi idough. 

W h e n I (Paddy) left s choo l a n d 
before I w e n t t o E n g l a n d I 
worked w i t h d i e Counci l . I 
b r o u g h t d o w n all t h e s t o n e s for 
t h e gully in Scr igg w i t h t h e don­
key a n d ca r t , I w a s l abour ing on 
Mike Mid la rkey , Knockbrack . H e 
bu i l t Scr igg B r i d g e ab o u t 1 9 4 3 
w h e n t h e r o a d w a s w i d e n e d . We 
worked from h a l f p a s t e i g h t unt i l 
ha l f p a s t s ix - we h a d a h a l f an 
h o u r for d i n n e r hi J i m Lyon 's 
h o u s e , A m a n ' s wages w e r e four 
a n d s ix p e n c e a day , T h e y w e r e 
wai t ing for i t t o c o m e h o m e , We 
u s e d to ge t a c h e q u e every fort­
n i g h t I t w a s d i r c e w e e k s before 
you got d i e first c h e q u e , You 'd go 
to d i e p i c t u r e s for 9 pence o r one 
a n d d i r e e p e n c e , (Laurel & H a r d y 
- we d i o u g h t t h e y w e r e d i e b e e 
knees ) in W a l d r o n s Hal l a n d t h e 
d a n c e u p s t a i r s ( in G e r McGar ry ' s 
a n d J o e R e g a n s ) . I t w a s two a n d 
s ix pence a n d t h e b i g d a n c e w a s 
t h r e e a n d n ine pence , T h e y w e n t 

on unt i l four o ' c lock, P a d d y 
Bolands b a n d - F i d d l e a n d melo-
d l a n a n d G u s La imigans b a n d 
played. If you w a n t e d t o g e t t o 
t h e t h r e e a n d n inepemiy o n e you 
wen t in to P a d d y M c G a r r y ' s p r e ­
t end ing you w a n t e d t o b u y a s u i t 
a n d you go t a p a t t e r n b o o k ou t 
a n d h e w a s c e r t a i n s u r e you w e r e 
going to b u y a s u i t a n d w h e n you 
wen t t o d i e d o o r on t h e n i g h t of 
t h e d a n c e a l l y o u ' d l e ave h i m 
down w a s t e n p e n c e - of cour se 
h e would n o t re fuse a s h e w a s 
expect ing you h i for a s u i t t h e fol­
lowing w e e k b u t a l o t of t h o s e 
su i t s never w e r e b o u g h t ' . You 
could b u y a p a s s from s o m e b o d y 
coming o u t 

T h e Cel l ! w a s in t h e 
Parochia l H a l l 'Anois a c h a i r d e 
a n c e a d d a m h s a e d e ' - T o m m y 
Flat iey (Mar ie C o n n e d ' s l a t h e r ) , 
A lo t of d i e l a d s d o w n t h e road 
would b e going hi a n d t h e y ' d s t op 
t h e b u s a n d g e t on. A few of t h e m 
would b e root ing for d i e money 
a n d a t Brod Boyles d i e conduc to r 
would s t o p t h e b u s a n d p u t t h e m 
off. 

At tìiis po in t t h e h o s p i t a b l e 
P a d d y Kelly s e r v e d s o m e t e a 
us ing well w a t e r - h e h a s no fa i th 
in d i e p i p e d stuff a n d d i e sc r ibe 
re t i red f iguring t h a t h e h a d col­
lec ted e n o u g h for one a r t i c le 
though d i e feel ing p e r s i s t s t h a t a 
future vis i t cou ld u n e a r t h m o r e 
mate r ia l of i n t e r e s t to o u r r ead ­
e r s . 

4<; 



BaHyhaunis Pool 
Gamp> '91 

S i o b h a n Byrne & 

Th e i dea of B.P .C. c a m e abou t 
b a c k in Feb rua ry , ' 9 1 , w i t h 

t h e h o p e of c a t e r i n g for al l age 
g roups , r ang ing from t h e a g e s of 
6 to a d u l t s a n d a l so t o p rov ide a 
w ide r a n g e of ac t iv i t i es Inc luding 
canoeing , h ik ing , s w i m m i n g , ini­
t ia t ive g a m e s , o r i en tee r ing , t r ea ­
s u r e h u n t s , soccer , cycling a n d 
even c a m p i n g . Final ly in J u l y 
after a lo t of p r e p a r a t i o n , organi­
sa t ion a n d h a r d w o r k from every­
b o d y involved, t h e f irs t w e e k of 
t h e s u m m e r c a m p got u n d e r w a y . 

At t h e p l a n n i n g s t a g e s t h e 
c o m m o n q u e s t i o n s w e r e " W h a t 
will we d o w i t h t h e s e e n e r g e t i c 
y o u n g s t e r s ? " " H o w will w e k e e p 
t h e m o c c u p i e d ? " . D u r i n g t h e 
first m e e t i n g w i t h t h e c h d d r e n , 
any no t ion of d o u b t w a s d i s -
peUed . T h i s g r o u p of y o u n g s t e r s 
spe l l ed fun, e x c i t e m e n t a n d 
s p i r i t T h e y r e s p o n d e d to our 
sugges t ed ac t iv i t ies w i t h ene rgy 
a n d e n t h u s i a s m . Our ins t ruc t ions 
t h e y h e e d e d a n d obeyed . 

As well a s a w i d e r a n g e of 
act ivi t ies , t h e r e w a s j u s t a s w i d e 
a r a n g e of ages . T h e age g r o u p s 
were : 4 -6 y e a r s ; 7-9 y e a r s ; 10-12 
years ; 13-14 y e a r s ; a n d 15-16 
yea r s . E a c h a g e g r o u p a t t e n d e d 
t h e cour se for o n e w e e k from 
Monday to F r iday . T h e s c h e d u l e 
w a s l O a .m. - 12 .30 p . m . a n d 7 
p . m . t o 8 .30 p . m . every day. We 
d e c i d e d to s t i c k t o t h i s s c h e d u l e 
for t h e very young c h d d r e n . How­
ever , t h e 13-14 yea r -o lds 

Olivia H i g g i n s 
d e m a n d e d a l i t t l e m o r e of o u r 
t i m e . 

As a r e s u l t of p l e a s a n d pe t i ­
tions, we a l lowed t h i s g r o u p t o 
s tay overn igh t "for o n e n i g h t 
only"(l) H o m e t h e y d a s h e d , for 
t e n t s , s l eep ing b a g s , p a j a m a s a n d 
food t h e y cou ld r a id from t h e 
fridge. Give a n inch a n d t h e y 
t a k e a yard! After one successful 
n i g h t c a m p i n g out , t h e r e w e r e 
c r i e s of: " P l e a s e , p l e a s e , p l e a s e 
j u s t one m o r e n igh t , p l e a s e . 
Actually w e enjoyed t h e exper i ­
ence s o m u c h t h a t w e n e e d e d 
very Utile e n c o u r a g e m e n t a n d 
convincing. As i t t u r n e d out , t h e 
g roup c a m p e d ou t for t h r e e h d a r -
ious n i g h t s . All we w e r e wor r i ed 
abou t was t h a t anybody m i g h t 
s l e ep wa lk a n d go into t h e pool , 
b u t thankful ly t h i s d i d no t h a p ­
p e n . T h i s pa r t i cu la r w e e k t h e r e 
w a s no m e s s i n g w i t h Sean 
Caulfield a n d " t h e fog" was a 
popu la r topic in conversat ion. We 
h a d an exci t ing vis i t from "a d a r k 
s t r a n g e r " -111 say no morel We 
w e r e n ' t s h o r t of e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
du r ing t h e w e e k especial ly s ince 
we h a d t h e c h i p m o n k s , Eoin But­
l e r a n d F i n t a n Byrne on our 
h a n d s , U 2 w e r e never in i t w i t h 
t h e m . 

T h e cu lmina t ion of t h e w e e k ' s 
act ivi t ies w a s t h e Tr i a th lon , 
wh ich inc luded a four l eng th 
swim, a s ix mi le cycle a n d a 2k. 
run . After t h i s feat t h e ach ing 

Tomas Murphy, Pool competition. 

l i m b s a n d m u s c l e s were 
r e w a r d e d w i t h a w e d - e a r n e d r e s t 
a r o u n d a final camp-fire . 

A specia l c a m p fire w a s h e l d on 
Fr iday , 2 3 r d . August , for all t h e 
c a m p p a r t i c i p a n t s t o e n d it all . 
T h e r e was p l en ty of g rub , ceod 
a n d crack . Songs s u c h a s "The 
Boogie Woogie W as h e r W o m a n " 
a n d t h e " D o n ' t m e s s w i t h S e a n 
Caulf ie ld" r a p r ang t h r o u g h t h e 
n igh t . 

Wed, t h e w e a t h e r m i g h t n ' t 
have b e e n bril l iant b u t we t h i n k 
everybody Involved in t h e pool 
cer ta in ly enjoyed t hemse lves . I t 
w a s h i s to ry in t h e m a k i n g s ince i t 
w a s t h e first ever B.P.C. I t 
p roved to b e a g rea t success . 

We would l ike to t h a n k t h e 
pool c o m m i t t e e for he lp ing u s ge t 
t h i n g s unde rway a n d all our co­
worke r s w h o h e l p e d u s du r ing 
t h e c a m p , S inead Freyne , Mar­
t ina Freyne a n d Louise F i tzmau­
rice. We would also l ike to t h a n k 
J o l m Cleary a n d Pa t Higg ins for 
t h e l end of t h e i r canoes even 
t h o u g h we h a d to r ing Amer ica 
for t h e m - s o u n d s p re t ty s tup id , 
b u t i t ' s t r ue , a n d a lso all d i e 
s u m m e r c a m p sponso r s a n d 
E d w a r d Mulhe rn . 
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From out the mists 
of memory 

B y J a m e s Drudy, R e t i r e d N.T. 

Memories of early childhood 
come crowding in, as for 

instance, my first day at school. 
For weeks before I was very 
excited at the prospects of meet­
ing groups of children of my own 
age. The day dawned at last and I 
was escorted to the convent 
school by an older sister. She 
landed me into a classroom filled 
with young boys and girls and 
departed herself to a higher class 
. . . I was on my own. I felt like a 
mouse in a trap; and it was not a 
fur-lined trap. Suddenly I pan­
icked and made a dash for the 
door. The nun, who was sitting on 
a high chair at the front of the 
class must have been a psycholo­
gist, for she had locked the door, 
without us seeing her. I kicked 
and pulled at the door, but to no 
avail, while the nun calmly con­
tinued teaching. After some fruit­
less minutes of pulling at the 
door and crying, I wad exhausted 
and surrendered. The nun beck­
oned me and I unwillingly strode 
towards her. I was given a slate 
and chalk and asked to draw, 
first a cat and then flowers. 
While my efforts would not be 
displayed in an art gallery, I was 
contented. 

I remember another confronta­
tion, with another nun, some 
months later. She brought our 
class out to pull the grass and 
weeds, growing on the stoney 
paths, with the instruction to 
throw them into a barrel nearby. 
Being a budding rebel I decided 
on a more convenient method, 
and like the woman who said: 
"My idea of house cleaning is to 
sweep the room with a glance". I 
pulled die grass and weeds and 
swept them under the flowers of 
a lovely-looking flowerbed beside 
me. The sharp-eyed nun spotted 
me and let a roar that seemed to 
me to shake the foundations of 
the convent budding. I stdl 
remember the embarrassment ae 
the odier chddren stopped work­
ing and stared at me, which 
made me feel like the steam ket-
tìe, and there was no Letter of 
Reference. However, from the 
adult perspective, I can see that 
the fault was all mine; the nuns 
were kind and good teachers. 

After some years I was pro­
moted to the Boys' School on the 
Drimbane Road. How proud I 
felt, it was a step up the ladder of 
life; I was becoming "a big boy". 
The teachers were P. A. Waldron, 
Principal; Tom Waldron (Knock), 
Wm. Smith and later, Charley 
Smith. They were ad 'hard men' 
who put up with non nonsense. 
Educating the pupils was the pri­
ority; "yet they were kind, and if 
severe in aught, the love they 
bore to learning was at fault". 
Nowadays it is so different; the 
pupils seem to be the masters 
and education is deteriorating, 
because teachers are hobbled by 
restrictions. There is no effective 
discipline for the school bullies. 
Pupils who want to learn are 
being hindered by peer pressure. 
Formerly the 3Rs were reading, 
writing and arithmetic; nowadays 
it seems to be reading, rioting 
and replacing batteries in calcu­
lators. The schools of the future 
will be staffed by Remedial 
Teachers. 

There were some 'Wdd Colo­
nial Boys' who had opposing 
ideas, regarding school disci­
pline, to the master. Tills led to 
the occasional clash of wdls 
which gave an opportunity to 
other boyos to play their own 
tricks. Many a lad got a good 
splash of ink from the ink-wells 
during such fracas. My school-
going companions were a merry 
lot. Denis Cribbin, RI.P., was my 
class companion, a nice quiet boy. 
Anodier good companion was 
Martin Hannon, RI.P. He never 
indulged in schoolboy pranks, 
always applying himself to his 
books. During the few opportuni­
ties we got of playing footbaU, he 
was outstanding. He was no nim­
ble that if he so desired he could 
corner a dozen mice at a cross­
roads. I remember the Joy at see­
ing a goalkeeper running away 
from the goal-line when he saw 
Martin sweeping down the field 
towards him, such was die fame 
of his pile-driver kick. Later he 
achieved fame playing for Mayo 
and it was a treat to see him 
overcoming ad opposition in 
Croke Park and bringing honours 
to his native county. When Martin 

became a priest and volunteered 
for Mission work In Africa he was 
sorely missed by ad. The sad 
news of his death in far away 
Africa came as a hammer-blow to 
his famdy and friends. I remem­
ber seeing his tearful mother sit­
ting outside their grocery shop 
and her sorrowful weeping would 
bring tears to any eyes; she loved 
to talk about Martin. "Talk not of 
grief until you have seen the grief 
of a sorrowing mother". 

Going to and coming from 
school was often hectic. Reading 
'To School Through the Fields", 
I was reminded of our days 
which were more like "From 
School through the Stones". The 
Upper Drimbaners and Lower 
Drimbaners would often pelt 
each other with stones. It was a 
real and dangerous fight; the 
stones were intended to do their 
job. It must be said that it was a 
miracle that none of us was badly 
injured, with the whining stones 
often missing our heads by 
Inches. Indeed, the many gal­
vanised roofs got their quota of 
stones too. The whang and crack 
of stones on the enticing barns, 
was music to our ears, but not to 
the enraged owners from whose 
pursuit we escaped by hiding 
under whins and bushes. I 
remember, one evening, going 
home from school alone, which 
was seldom, I was given a lift on 
the crossbar of Tommy Crflbbiii's 
bicycle. He was a postman, a nice 
cheerful man. We were flying 
down the steep hdl opposite the 
graveyard. He was not able to see 
the road too wed, over my shoul­
der. I remember, to tíiis day, the 
speed of the bike down the 
rough, stoney hdl and how fright­
ened I was. Suddenly the front 
wheel hit a big stone and we 
were sent crashing to the side of 
the road. Slowly we picked our­
selves up and surveyed the dam­
age. We had a few cuts and 
bruises on our knees and hands 
but Tommy's front wheel was 
buckled and his chain broken; a 
major mishap for a postman. 
However, Tommy chuckled and 
was in good humour again, unlike 
the man who said that the 
wheels were spokeless and he 
was speechless. Another home-
going activity of ours was search­
ing for birds nests. It was a code 
of honour among us tíiat they 
were not robbed. I often wonder 
are the 'busing scholars' of today 
disadvantaged by missing out on 
the excitements of walking to and 
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T h e 1 9 1 6 Commemorat ive Parade , included are J o h n Marrinan, Paddy Kelly, Brian Lyons , B o b B i e s t y (R.I.P.), Eddie Egan, 
P a t H u g h e s (R.I.P.) , J i m Cribbin, Seamus Mulrennan, J o e Diskin, T o m Regan. 
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from school a s we d i d ; often b a r e ­
footed, espec ia l ly in S u m m e r . 

Ad t h e t a l k of emig ra t ion , now, 
r e m i n d s m e of t h e d a y a n e lde r ly 
s t r ange r , c l ad in Yanky a t t i r e , 
k n o c k e d on t h e schoo l d o o r a n d 
c a m e in. H e t a l k e d to t h e m a s t e r , 
a s if t a l k ing t o liimself, s i t t i ng on 
one of t h e long w o o d e n d e s k s . 
" I t ' s fifty y e a r s s ince I s a t in t h i s 
very d e s k . . . fifty y e a r s w o r k i n g 
from d a w n to d u s k for t h e 
s t r a n g e r in a foreign l a n d . T e a r s 
d r i p p i n g d o w n h i s face, " m y 
m o t h e r a n d f a the r b e g g e d m e not 
to e m i g r a t e b u t I wou ld no t l i s ­
ten; I w a n t e d t o s e e t h e wor ld . I 
saw i t a l r i gh t a n d h a v e suffered 
for i t - only a few d o d a r s in m y 
pocke t now after y e a r s of slav­
ery". S u d d e i d y , h e j u m p e d u p , 
k n o d d e d to t h e m a s t e r a n d left. 
We w e r e s u b d u e d for t h e r e s t of 
t h a t day. 

A n o t h e r m e m o r y I h a v e is of 
see ing t h e Black- 'n ' -Tans one day 
In B a d y h a u n i s . I h a d h e a r d p r e ­
viously of d i e i r savagery a n d 
t he i r m a n y d r u n k e n a t r o c i d e s . 
T h e y w e r e , t h a t day , w a t e r i n g 
t he i r h o r s e s , w i t h b u c k e t s , from 
t h e town wel l , w h d e o t h e r s s tood 
wi th fixed b a y n o t s on t h e i r g u n s 
a n d revolvers h a n g i n g from hol ­
s t e r s on t h e i r h i p s . Peop le w e r e 
scarce on t h e s t r e e t , fear ing a t 
any m o m e n t t h e T a n s would 'rev-

u p ' . I s tood a n d s t a r e d . T h e n t h e 
b u b b l e b u r s t . W i t h o u t warn ing , 
firing Into t h e sky, t h e y c h a r g e d 
u p a n d down t h e s t r e e t . Peop le 
s cu r r i ed Into doorways a n d ga te ­
ways. After boo ing t h e m I m a d e 
myself sca rce , be l iev ing t h a t 
r e t r e a t w a s t h e b e t t e r p a r t of val­
our. We h e a r d l a t e r t h a t d i e T a n s 
invaded public-houses a n d 
d e m a n d e d free d r i n k . W h e n t h e y 
were w e d s o a k e d w i t h d r i n k t h e y 
j u m p e d in to t h e i r l o r r i e s a n d 
wi th b a r b a r i t y r a i d e d h o u s e s on 
t h e o u t s k i r t s of t h e town. "We 
a re s i t t ing on t o p of a m i n e w h i c h 
m y go off a t any m i n u t e " , s a id S l r 

H e n r y Wdson , in 1919 , a n d i t 
cer ta in ly d i d . 

I a l so r e m e m b e r two o t h e r inci­
d e n t s in D r i m b a n e . O n e w a s see ­
ing t h e road t r e n c h e d be low J o e 
Mann ion ' s h o u s e . T r e n c h e s u s e d 
to b e d u g in o r d e r t o d e l a y a n 
a m b u s h t h e B r i t i s h mi l i ta ry . 
W h e n t h i s h a p p e n e d , t h e t roops 
would r o u n d u p local f a r m e r s and 
m a k e t h e m fill-in t h e t r e n c h e s , 
often a t t h e p o i n t of a b a y o n e t 
On t h a t occasion, I w a t c h e d t h e 
work a t a d i s t a n c e . D e s p i t e t h e 
d a n g e r it was a m u s i n g to s e e t h e 
an t i c s of t h e m e n , e lbowing each 
o t h e r , t rying to b e nea r t h e road­
s i d e d r a i n into w h i c h t h e y 
hi t e n d e d to J u m p if t h e r e was an 
a m b u s h . Ad of a s u d d e n it hap­
p e n e d . A n u m b e r of rifle s h o t s 

e c h o e d from t h e adjacent h i l l s , 
a n d t h e y a d s c r a m b l e d in to t h e 
d r a i n on top of one ano the r . 
W h e n t h e shoo t ing was over t h e 
m e n were o r d e r e d ou t of t h e 
d r a i n a t gunpo in t to comple te t h e 
j o b ; t h e r e w a s n o b reas t feed ing 
shove l s a l lowed t h a t day. I 
r e m e m b e r s i t t ing on t h e b r idge 
a s t h e " consc r ip t ed" m e n 
r e t u r n e d a n d one s h o u t e d good-
h u m o u r e d l y t o t h e o the r s , 
d e s p i t e t he i r o rdea l , " I f I ' m to b e 
b u r i e d anywhere , l e t i t no t b e in 
a b loody d r a i n " . Ano the r s ign of 
c h a n g e is t h a t t h e s t eady flow of 
w a t e r wh ich u s e d to r u n u n d e r 
t h a t b r i d g e w h e n we were young 
is no longer t h e r e . I wonder how 
m a n y now not ice i ts flat s tone 
w i t h i t s ' c rows foot' surveyors 
a l t i t ude gu ide l ine . T h e o t h e r 
inc iden t h a p p e n e d a s Br i t i sh 
t roops were p a s s i n g t h r o u g h 
D r i m b a n e on t h e i r way to t h e 
p o r t s a s t h e y evacua ted t h e 
Twenty-Six Count ies . As they 
p a s s e d t h r o u g h ' t h e bog ' one of 
t h e lo r r ies s a n k w h e e l - d e e p a n d 
local m e n were s u m m o n e d to 
h e l p . I t was not r ega rded a s 
adv isab le to refuse. P l a n k s a n d a 
b ig lorry-jack were u sed . W h e n 
d i e j o b was a l m o s t d o n e d i e j a c k 
h a d V a n i s h e d ' . T h e n t h e r u m p u s 
began . Soon a s ' h o n e s t ' local m a n 
' found ' It u n d e r a furse b u s h a n d 
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE of r e t u r n i n g from school a n d hav­
ing t o w e e d t h e r i d g e s of po ta ­
toes , a n d w i s h i n g t h a t Wal t e r 
R a l e i g h neve r ex i s t ed ; a n d t h e 
soul de s t roy ing m e m o r y of s e e i n g 
n e i g h b o u r s a n d re la t ives emig ra t ­
ing, m a n y never t o r e t u r n . " T h e y 
a r e going, going, going, a n d w e 
c a n n o t b i d t h e m s t ay" . 

I r e m e m b e r a s i s t e r of m i n e 
e m i g r a t i n g t o Amer ica . I t w a s t h e 
cus tom t h a t t i m e to h o l d w h a t 
w e r e ca l l ed "Amer i can W a k e s " , 
t h e n i g h t be fo re t h e d a y of d e p a r ­
t u r e . N e i g h b o u r s a n d friends 
g a t h e r e d in to t h e h o u s e a n d 
p layed , d a n c e d a n d sang . After 
s o m e h o u r s t h e d r e a d e d m o m e n t 
of farewell wou ld a r r ive . S i lence 
would r e ign excep t for t h e c l a sp ­
ing of h a n d s . T h e r e wou ld b e 
tearful e m b r a c e s a n d h e a r t - r e n d ­
ing crying. A t t h e Rai lway S ta t ion 
s imi l a r p o i g n a n t s c e n e s w e r e 
r e p e a t e d . H a n d s a n d h a n d k e r ­

chiefs w e r e waved a s t h e t r a i n 
puffed ou t on i t s s a d j o u r n e y to 
t h e p o r t of e m b a r k a t i o n . My pa r ­
e n t s a n d s o m e n e a r r e l a t i v e s trav­
e l led w i t h m y s i s t e r t o t h e p o r t 
I t can only b e i m a g i n e d w h a t 
m o m e n t s of h e a r t f e l t so r row w e r e 
enac t ed t h e r e . 

T h e r e s t of m y r e m i n i s c e s a r e , 
in a n u t - s h e l l , joyful w e d d i n g s , 
sorrowful funera l s , s a d w a k e s , 
f r iends t a k i n g d i f fe ren t r o a d s 
t h r o u g h life, a n d d r e a m s of w h a t 
could h a v e b e e n . 

We c a n n o t b r i n g t h e old d a y s 
b a c k . 

W h e n w e w e r e a l l toge t ì i e r , 
T h e youthful c h a i n Is b r o k e n 

now, 
B u t m e m o r i e s l ive forever. 

S in é m o scéa l féin. T á S ú d 
again g6 m b a i n f l d h e a c h t a i t h -
n e a m h a s , b e i r b u a a g u s b e a n -
n a c h t 

S é a m u s ó D r a ó d a . 
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r e t u r n e d i t t o a t o r n a d o of a b u s e 
from a n officer. 

O n e of t h e m o s t t ragic even t s 
of I r i s h h i s to ry followed soon 
af ter t h e B r i t i s h evacuat ion . . . 
t h e Civil War . T h e na t i on w a s 
d i v i d e d ; fami l ies w e r e d iv ided ; 
f a t h e r s a n d s o n s w e r e d iv ided . 
F r o m ou r h o m e w e could s o m e ­
t i m e s h e a r t h e c rack-c rack of 
g u n s c o m i n g from t h e town, a s 
t h e F r e e S t a t e s o l d i e r s in t h e 
B a r r a c k s w e r e a t t a c k e d . We w e r e 
young a n d ca re f ree a n d l i k e d to 
g a t h e r t h e e m p t y b u l l e t s h e l l s . 
O n e day , a d a r i n g c l a s s m a t e 
filled s o m e s h e l l s w i t h w a t e r a n d 
h a m m e r e d t h e t o p s t igh t . T h e s e 
w e r e t h r o w n in to t h e b laz ing 
schoo l tu r f fire. Usual ly w h e n al l 
w e r e a s s e m b l e d t h e m a s t e r s tood 
w i t h h i s b a c k t o t h e fire. I can 
vividly r e m e m b e r h o w we w a i t e d 
expec tan t ly , w i t h our h e a d s down 
in o u r b o o k s . S u d d e n l y , a n d w i t h 
ea r - sp l i t t i ng b a n g s t h e s h e l l s 
e x p l o d e d , s e n d i n g s p a r k ; a n d 
a s h e s a r o u n d t h e floor. G a t h e r ­
ing h i s s e n s e s quickly , t h e m a s ­
t e r n o w e x p l o d e d , a n d gave u s a 
w i t h e r i n g t i m e for t h e r e s t of t h e 
day . We w e r e a l l gu i l ty for non-
o n e d a r e d e x p o s e t h e c u l p r i t 
T h o u g h I l ive t o b e a s o ld a s a 
b u s h on a fairy fort, I wil l neve r 
forget t h e c l eve r r e s p o n s e of t h e 
m a s t e r . H o m e e x e r c i s e s w e r e 
t h o r o u g h l y s c r u t i n i s e d . . . m a n y 
fell a t t h e first fence . H i s t o r y a n d 
g e o g r a p h y m e m o r i s i n g w e r e 
e x a m i n e d . . . m o r e fa i led a t t h e 
fence a n d s u i t a b l e p u n i s h m e n t 
w a s a d m i n i s t e r e d . O n e schoo l -
book , t h e M e r c h a n t s of Ven ice , 
w a s nex t on t h e a g e n d a . S h a k e ­
s p e a r e w a s r o u n d l y c u r s e d for 
hav ing w r i t t e n it; no-one c a r e d 
w h e t h e r t h e m e r c h a n t c a m e from 
Ven i se or B a l l y h a u n i s . Mick 
T a r m e y a n d I h a v e enjoyed m a n y 
a good l a u g h r e g a r d i n g Shylock; 
g u e s s i n g w h a t h e would d o wi th 
t h e p o u n d of f lesh if h e eve r got 
i t 

My o t h e r m e m o r i e s c o m e 
c r o w d i n g in; of co ld a n d w i n d y 
d a y s hi t h e fa i rgreen; of e a r ly 
m o r n i n g s d r iv ing c a t d e w h i c h 
p r e f e r r e d J u m p i n g hi to f ie lds 
t h a n going w h e r e we w a n t e d 
t h e m to go; of m e e t i n g t a n g l e r s 
before wc go t t o t h e town; of t h e 
m e n ad journ ing , post-fair , t o t h c 
p u b s a n d the w o m e n s t e a l i n g h i to 
t h c s n u g s - "f i l l ing s t a t i o n s " we 
ca l l ed t h e m ; of go ing to t h c foot­
ba l l g a m e s on Sum lavs a n d 
s h o u t i n g a t t h e re fe ree t o apply 
for t he b l i nd p e n s i o n ; of f i sh ing 
a n d b a t h i n g In t h e n e a r b y river; 



The NWR/MWR/WNW 
l ink-up 

J o h n Duggan 
s someone who had six aunts 
emigrate to the U.S., albeit it 

a long time ago, I am In the posi­
tion of having more cousins in die 
U.S. than I have in Ireland. You 
can therefore imagine my fascina­
tion witii the Friday morning 
'Top of the Morning Show" 
which links the local MWR and 
our sister stadon NWR with the 
New York based WNWK and 
extends our listnership, not only 
to New York but also to New Jer­
sey and much of Connecticut. 
How life has changed. The peo­

ple who left Ireland for the New 
World in the early part of this 
century made, what was in most 
cases a final and total break from 
their homeland. For many of 
them there was no return to the 
little homes they left. The fields 
where the bird nested and 
robbed the bee's nests would 
remain forever just a memory. As 
diey waited for the letters from 
their sad parents who had 
"waked" them the night before 
they left home, they saved as 
many dollars as possible to send 
home to those in need. 

After the parents died, and 
with memories of home such sad 
ones, they gradually put memo­
ries of home out of their minds 
and years later, when many of 
them found the resources to go 
back and visit their brothers or 
sisters in Ireland, they were 
reluctant to do so and preferred 
to close that sad chapter of thelr 
lives for good. 
Yes indeed, how thlng6 have 

changed. The young emigrants of 
today have found the U.S. to be 
much nearer home than of yore 
and regular visits home are the 
norm, and now as they drive to 
work in New York, New Jersey or 
Connecticut between 6.30 a.m. 
and 8 a.m. on Friday mornings 
they can time into their car radio 
on 105.9 and listen to the news 
from the local radio back in Ire­
land. Indeed they also have the 
sports results for die proceeding 
week, something which is of 
great interest to those so far 
removed from their native envi­
ronment. 
Adrian Flannedy, the very pop-

Rambling H o u s e (Micheal Mulrennan, Gurteen) - left t o right: S e a m u s Shan­
non, Frank Score , Mick Lavelle, Matt Cunningham, Michael Mulrennan. Mulren­
nan children, Tony Allen, Matt Molloy, J o h n Gaffiiey, J o h n Duggan. 

ular presenter of the 'Top of the 
Morning" show already had built 
up an enormous listnership at 
the time the link was first estab-
Ushed so the ground work was 
laid. Word of the Irish link-up 
spread very quickly and whde 
most of the "feed back" from 
American listeners would be 
received by Adrian and his 
charming Producer, Aine Sheri­
dan from Co. Longford, at the 
same time some of the letters we 
received were most Interesting. 
Like the County Mayo man who 
said the Angelus at 7 a.m. while 
in a line of traffic crossing Brook­
lyn Bridge on bis way to work. 
We have had various letters 

describing how Irish people, who 
haven't been home for many 
years and with no hope of doing 
so, my look forward to the weekly 
programme. One senior lady who 
was id in hospital had the pro­
gramme recorded and played it 
over and over aU day. There was 
a letter about a man who was ter­
minally Id in hospital and who 
had his niece tape the 'Top of 
the Morning" programme and 
also play it over and over during 
the day. "Its the nearest IH ever 
get to being back on the old sod," 
he said. Tremendous interest has 
been shown by the second and 
third generation Irish. They are 
the people who are so proud of 
their Irish roots and love ad 
things Irish. But perhaps the 
people who are most Interested 
are the young recent emigrants. 
The ones who are afraid to come 
home. The ones who feel so inse­
cure and vulnerable in their new 
world. They love to hear the news 
from home, - who won the comity 
final on Sunday; how the soccer 
league is going and the requests 
from parents, brodiers or sisters 
mean so very much. 
We are hoping that these are 

the people the programme wdl 
do most for and the efforts of 
Adrian Flannedy and his staff to 
help them in every way, espe­
cially with their efforts to secure 
Visa's to regularise i heir position 
in the U.S. is commendable. He 
seeks no financial reward, Indeed 
his efforts must have Incurred 
him considerable expenses but 
he is a proud son of County Mayo 
who is concerned about his 
brothers and sisters from the old 
sod and is prepared to do ad he 
can to help them to make it good. 
That is a most desirable, if some­
what rare quality. 
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1 9 9 1 Jun ior Infants , St. J o s e p h ' s - b a c k row, l e f t o right: Ian Byrne, S ienad Mulrennan, Macve Lynskey, Patr ic ia Qulnn, 
R o l s l n Flanagan, Col in Egan, Ciaran Waldron, Marie O'Dywer. S e c o n d row, left t o right: Moira Ki lbane, D a n i e l Carroll. 
Maire Kirrane, Laura Kelly , Leanne Murphy, Ruth Dil lon-Leetch, Joanne Hoban, Elaine Cregg, Martina Cunnane. Third row, 
l e f t t o r ight: L o u i s e K i l c o u r s e , Cather ine N e s t o r , A i l e e n Burke , Michae l Cunningham, S i m o n Free ley , K a r e n H i g g i n s , 
Bernadet te McGowan, Deirdre Kelly, A idan Healy . Front row, left t o right: Robert Potter-Cogan, Michel le Foli iard, David 
H e i r , Kat ie O'Connor, Aysha Rafique, Aus t in Lyons , Fergal Lyons, Brenda Kilcourse, Aoua Gi les . Miss ing from photograph: 
Alan Fitzpatrick, N i a m h Gi ldea , Kevin Curley, J o s e p h Kelly, Elaine Donnel ly, Rita Rechford, Sarah Buckley, Johanna Burke / 
Rowlands , E l l i s Xevia . Inc luded in the photograph are Mrs . Teresa Leonard (c lass teacher) and Sr. Teresa Fahy (Principal). 
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Plnoecrs , 1 9 9 1 front row, left t o right: Mary Cunnane, Olivia Lyons, Catheirne Healy, D e e D e e Hosty , Mairead Murphy 
Bernadet te Flanagan, Irene B y m e , D e n i s e Byrne. S e c o n d row, left to right- H e l e n Hoban, Maureen Comer, Bridget McLough­
l in, E i l een Lyons , Patric ia Flanagan, Ann Murphy, Cel ia Lyons, H e l e n Byrne, Anne-Marie Godfrey. Third row, left t o right: 
Mary Burke. Claire O'Malley, Henry Madden, J i m McLoughlin, Niamh O'Loughlin, T o m Murphy, Yvonne Flyrm, Paddv Con-
nel l , Oirria Gal lagher, T u n Byrne, Sr. Assumpta , S e a m u s O'Boyle , Kevin Lyons, Paddy Lyons, CoUette Byrne, Frank Leonard, 
J o h a n n a Cunnane,  J o e Byrne. 
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Changes in the farminj 
scene during the past 

13 years 
"Tar Horn sios boithrin na smaointe" 

By Paddy Uffy, B. Agr. Sc. 
T n 1 9 7 8 t h e p r i c e of m i l k w a s 
JL approx. 5 0 p . p e r gal lon sup ­
p l i ed t o t h e c r e a m e r y . T h e aver­
age m i l k supp ly t o ou r loca l 
c r e a m e r y w a s a p p r o x 5 0 0 ga l lons 
p e r cow. However , d u r i n g t h i s 
pe r iod s o m e of our b e t t e r da i ry 
f a r m e r s w e r e p r o d u c i n g 1,000 
gal lons or over p e r cow. T h e 
e m p h a s i s w a s on i n c r e a s e d m i l k 
p roduc t i on w i t h p a r t i c u l a r 
e m p h a s i s on inc reas ing m i l k 
y ie ld p e r cow. D u r i n g t h e 1980s 
m a n y f a r m e r s w e r e n o w p r o d u c ­
ing over 1,000 ga l lons . I n fact 
1 , 200 ,1 ,300 g a d o n cows w e r e 
q u i t e c o m m o n . Could you visu­
a l i se or imag ine a d a i r y f a r m e r on 
t h e fringe of t h e Ballyhauni6 
P a r i s h n o w hav ing a h e r d of cows 
averaging 2 ,000 g a d o n s p e r cow 
for t h e p a s t 2 - 3 y e a r s ? Imposs i ­
b l e , Imposs ib le , say s o m e peop le , 
b u t I c a n t ru thful ly r e l a t e t h a t 
t h e f a rmer in q u e s t i o n won t h e 
C r e a m e r y Mi lk S u p p l i e r of t h e 
Yea r Award for 1 9 8 6 a n d com­
p e t e d aga ins t t h e b e s t in t h e 
country . 

Increase in mi lk prices 
T h r o u g h o u t t h e l a t e ' 7 0 s a n d 

in to t h e ' 80s m i l k p r i ce s g radu-
a d y i n c r e a s e d a n d r e a c h e d a n all-
t i m e h i g h in 1989 , w h e n H O p . -
112p . p e r g a d o n w a s c o m m o n 
enough . T h e £ 1 p e r g a d o n m a r k 
w a s e a s d y got. However , in 1990 
m i l k p r i c e s t ook a " t u m b l e " a n d 
t h e y fell fu r the r In 1990-91. A t 
t h e p r e s e n t t i m e average m i l k 
p r i ce p e r g a d o n is a p p r o x 8 3 p . 
p e r gallon. S o m e p r o d u c e r s a r e , 
however , ge t t i ng h i g h e r p r i c e s If 
t h e qua l i ty i s very good. 

Milk quotas 
I n t h e l a t e ' 7 0 s " m o u n t a i n s " of 

b u t t e r , a n d s k i m m i l k p o w d e r 
b e g a n to b u i l d u p . Supp ly w a s 
s u r p l u s t o d e m a n d . T i l l s t r e n d 
w e n t o n unt i l , finally in 1984 , 
m i l k q u o t a s w e r e I n t r o d u c e d . 
T h i s w a s a n a t t e m p t t o r e s t r i c t 
m i l k ou tpu t . D a i r y f a r m e r s were 

given a quo ta b a s e d on w h a t t h e y 
supp l i ed in 1 9 8 3 . Even t h o s e 
a l lo t t ed q u o t a s w e r e further 
" s l a s h e d " w i t h t e m p o r a r y a n d 
p e r m a n e n t c u t s so a s t o t ry a n d 
r e s t r i c t t h e h u g e moun ta in of 
b u t t e r in E.C. s to rage from get­
t ing bigger . At one s t age i t 
r e a c h e d over 300 ,000 t o n n e s in 
co ld s torage , a n d t h e " s k i m m i l k 
p o w d e r m o u n t a i n " e x c e e d e d t h e 
1 m illon tonne m a r k . Vas t s u m s 
of m o n e y were be ing s p e n t on t h e 
s to rage of t h o s e su rp lus "moun­
ta ins" . I t would h a v e b e e n far 
b e t t e r " h o u s e k e e p i n g " to have 
a l loca ted sufficient money to t h e 
different agenc ies s u c h a s farm­
e r s , Co-ops, factories, e tc . , to go 
ou t a n d g e t po ten t ia l m a r k e t s 
a n d not b e relying s o heavdy on 
In tervent ion . In te rven t ion was 
t h e easy way out . 

Other food mountains 
As w e d a s t h e "mounta ins" of 

b u t t e r a n d s k i m mi l k we a lso 
h a v e " m o u n t a i n s " of b e e f a n d 
ce rea l s . T h e s u r p l u s of t h o s e two 
c o m m o d i t i e s a ccumula t ed in t h e 
s a m e way a s t h e b u t t e r a n d sk im 
mi lk . I n 1987 t h e "bee f moun­
t a i n " w a s over 500 ,000 tonnes in 
cold s torage a n d in l a t e r y ea r s it. 
r e a c h e d t h e 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 tonnes m a r k 
Fancy a d t h a t su rp lus food in 
co ld s torage a n d mil l ions of peo­
p l e In t h e poore r regions of t h e 
wor ld actuaUy starving. 

Changes in cattle prices 
in the last 10 years 

I n 1982 a Fr ies lan b u d calf was 
cos t ing a p p r o x £ 1 0 0 . T o Illus­
t r a t e t h e u p w a r d t r end In calf 
p r i ce s a s imi la r type Fr ies lan b u d 
calf was cost ing £ 2 6 0 in 1989 , I.e. 
an Increase of £ 1 6 0 . Dur ing th i s 
pe r iod bee f p r i ces r e m a i n e d 
fairly s ta t ic a n d " f in ishers a n d 
f a t t ene r s " got a b i t of a " roas t ­
ing" par t icular ly s o in t h e per iod 
1 9 8 7 - ' 8 9 . I n t h e l a t e '80s s to re 
cat t le p r i ces r e a c h e d a record 

h i g h . G o o d qua l i ty Con t inen ta l -
type s t o r e c a t t i e i n t h e 4 0 0 k g . 
r a n g e f e t ched p r i c e s r a n g i n g from 
£ 1 8 0 - £ 2 0 0 p e r 100 k g . Live 
w e i g h t ( l .e .£90-£100per c w t L.W. 
) . 

H o w cou ld anybody in t h e i r 
s a n e s e n s e m a k e a profi t if pay ing 
s u c h a n exorb i t an t p r i c e for 
s t o r e s . Many p e o p l e go t " t h e i r 
f ingers b u r n t " . T h e s a m e w e i g h t 
r a n g e ca t t i e In t h e l a t e '70 s a n d 
ear ly ' 80s w e r e se l l ing a t a p p r o x 
£ 1 0 0 - £ 1 2 0 p e r 100 k g . L.W. ( i .e . 
£ 5 0 - £ 6 0 p e r cwt . ) . As a m a t t e r 
of In t e re s t Con t inen ta l - type b u d 
ca lves f e t ched p r i c e s a s £ 4 0 0 a n d 
over d u r i n g t h e l a t e ' 80s . I pe r -
s o n n a d y s aw s o m e of t h e s e 
"golden calves" . 

Store cattle prices 
At t h e p r e s e n t time s t o r e c a t t i e 

a n d t h e w e i g h t r a n g e 4 0 0 - 5 0 0 
kg . a r e se l l ing a t a n y t h i n g from 
£ 9 5 to £ 1 2 5 p e r 100 k g . However , 
s o m e fancier qua l i ty o n e s a r e 
m a k i n g a s h i g h a s £ 1 3 0 - £ 1 3 5 
p e r 100 kg . G o o d qual i ty C h a r o -
l a l s in t h e w e i g h t r ange 50Of k g , 
to 6 0 0 + kg. r a n g e in p r i c e from 
£ 1 2 8 - £ 1 3 6 p e r 100 k g s . Beef 
eat tie a r e se l l ing a t a p r i c e of 
105p . p e r l b . for t h e b e s t g r a d e 
(U3) G r a d e R 3 s a r e s e d i n g a t a 
p r i ce of lOOp. p e r lb . , 0 3 g r a d e a t 
9 5 p . p e r l b . a n d of c o u r s e a t t h e 
b o t t o m of t h e scale you h a v e 0 4 L 
b e i n g q u o t e d a t any th ing from 
8 4 p . d o w n w a r d s . 

Role of sheep in farming 
R i g h t t h r o u g h t h e ' 7 0 s s h e e p 

w e r e r e g a r d e d a s t h e "poor re la­
t i o n " of farming. I n 1980 I r e l a n d 
only h a d 1.5 mill ion ewes . S h e e p 
fa rming c o n t r i b u t e d very l i t t l e to 
farm income in t h e Ba l lyhaun i s 
d i s t r i c t . Very few f a r m e r s h a d 
s h e e p a n d of t h o s e t h a t h a d 
ewes , t h e d o c k s ize w a s in t h e 
15 - 20 ewe m a r k . T h e o d d 
fa rmer h a d 3 0 ewes . T h e n ab o u t 
1980 a C.A.P. for s h e e p m e a t w a s 
in t roduced . I r e l a n d go t a c c e s s to 
t h e F r e n c h m a r k e t T h e ewe p r e ­
m i u m was i n t roduced . By 1984 
t h e milk q u o t a s w e r e In t roduced . 
See ing t h a t t h e r e w a s a c u r b on 
m d k p roduc t ion f a r m e r s t u r n e d 
to s h e e p p ro d u c t i o n In s t ead . By 
t h e m i d to l a t e ' 8 0 s s h e e p pro­
duc t ion w a s no longer t h e "poor 
r e la t ion" of farming. T h e ewe 
p r e m i u m r e a c h e d t h e £ 2 0 m a r k . 
T h e £ 5 0 factory l a m b w a s very 
c o m m o n . E w e n u m b e r s Inc reased 
rapidly all t h r o u g h t h e l a t e ' 80s 
a n d a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e t h e 
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na t i ona l e w e flock s t a n d s a t 
a l m o s t 5 mi l l ion - a r e c o r d h i g h . 
A b o u t 9 3 % of I r i s h l a m b e x p o r t s 
go t o t h e F r e n c h m a r k e t . S h e e p 
m e a t e x p o r t s a r e w o r t h a p p r o x 
£ 1 0 0 mil l ion p e r a n n u m now. 
T h r e e o u t of every four l a m b s 
p r o d u c e d m u s t b e e x p o r t e d . 
Recen t ìy w e e k l y l a m b s l a u g h t e r ­
ings for e x p o r t b r o k e t h e 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 
level . I n r e c e n t y e a r s m a n y farm­
e r s In t h e B a l l y h a u n i s a r e a h a v e 
gone in to s h e e p p r o d u c t i o n . A d 
r o u n d , d o c k n u m b e r s h a v e 
i n c r e a s e d . S o m e ind iv idua l farm­
e r s now h a v e 2 0 0 + e w e d o c k s . 
W h o cou ld h a v e fo r e seen s u c h a 
d e v e l o p m e n t ? 

Sheep - present position 

T h e rosy p i c t u r e t h a t p r e v a d e d 
in t h e s h e e p I n d u s t r y in t h e m i d 
' 80s a n d af ter t u r n e d " s o u r " in 
t h e l a t e ' 8 0 ' s a n d l a m b p r i c e s 
t ook a t u m b l e . N o l o n g e r i s t h e 
£ 5 0 factory l a m b t h e n o r m . Sup­
p ly a n d d e m a n d h a d a b i g p a r t in 
t h e d r o p in p r i c e s . A d d e d t o t h a t 
you h a d fal l ing p r i c e for s k i n s 
a n d offal, n o t t o m e n t i o n wool 
p r i c e s . 

Recent developments 
in farming 

1. After a few b a d s u m m e r s 
1985- '86 for h a y m a k i n g , f a r m e r s 
s w i t c h e d from h a y m a k i n g t o 
s i lage m a k i n g . T h e b u l k of t h e 
w i n t e r feed i s n o w in t h e form of 
s d a g e . I n t h e l a s t 2 -3 y e a r s Big 
Ba le S d a g e h a s c o m e on t h e 
scene . Very m a n y f a r m e r s a r e 
now m a k i n g b a l e d s d a g e . I n t h i s 
c a s e t h e p r e s e r v e d g r a s s i s 
enc losed in a b o u t four " l a p s " of 
p o l y t h e n e . T h e g r a s s i s w d t e d 
before b a l i n g a n d s o t h e r e i s l i t­
tle d a n g e r of s d a g e effluent poUu 
t ion from Big Ba le S d a g e . 

2 . A n o t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t t h a t 
h a s t a k e n p l a c e In r e c e n t y e a r s is 
t h e e r ec t i on of s l a t t e d h o u s e s for 
c a t d e . As w e d a s m a k i n g t h e 
feeding a n d m a n a g e m e n t of cat­
d e ea s i e r , t h e s lu r ry i s a d con­
t a i n e d in u n d e r g r o u n d t a n k s . 
T h i s p r e v e n t s po l lu t ion of ou r 
r i v e r s a n d s t r e a m s . T h i s i s a very 
I m p o r t a n t c o n s i d e r a t i o n in p ro ­
t ec t i ng ou r e n v i r o n m e n t T e n or 
twelve y e a r s a g o w h o would have 
t h o u g h t t h a t s h e e p wou ld a l so be 
a c c o m m o d a t e d on s l a t s ? T h i s Is 

a n e w d e v e l o p m e n t In s h e e p 
fa rming espec ia l ly a m o n g s t t h e 
l a rge r flock owners . A d of t h e 
a f o r e m e n t i o n e d d e v e l o p m e n t s 
took p l a c e before C o m m i s s i o n e r 
M c S h a r r y i n t r o d u c e d h i s n e w 
C A . P . p roposa l s , w h i c h were 
r e l e a s e d ea r l i e r t h i s year . 

Changing C A P . 

Since i t w a s first i n t roduced 
C A . P . h a s c h a n g e d considerably . 
C h a n g e s h a v e occurred in b o t h 
t h e p r i ce pol icy a n d t h e s t ruc­
tura l policy. At t h e level of p r i ce 
a n d m a r k e t policy t h e Impe tus 
for c h a n g e h a s c o m e from t h e 
growing cos t s of C A P . , l i nked t o 
t h e u n a c c e p t a b d i t y of food moun­
t a i n s w i t h t h e i r a s soc ia ted cos t s 
of s t o r age a n d d i sposa l . Reforms 
in C A . P . h a v e c o m e t h r o u g h a 
m i x t u r e of cu t t i ng t h e rea l level 
of g u a r a n t e e d pr ices , quo tas , 
r e s t r i c t ion in in tervent ion a n d 
p r o d u c e r co- respons ibdi ty in t h e 
cos t of s u r p l u s d i sposa l . Reduc­
tion in in te rven t ion t h r e a t e n s 
p r i c e s in t h e s h o r t t e r m a n d t h e 
vo lume of agr icu l tura l ou tpu t wtìl 
fad. U n e m p l o y m e n t wdl increase 
a n d t h e v iabd i ty of m a n y farms 
w d l b e t h r e a t e n e d . Recent iy new 
C A . P . p roposa l s have b e e n p u t 
forward by Commiss ione r 
McShar ry . T h e one c o m m o n 
t h r e a d t h a t a p p e a r s ac ross t h e 
r a n g e of p r o p o s e d C A . P . re forms 
is t h a t in t h e future t h e (pro­
d u c e r ) f a rmer m u s t rely to a far 
g r e a t e r d e g r e e t h a n here tofore 
for h i s r e t u r n s from t h e m a r k e t 
p lace . T h i s m e a n s supplying w h a t 
t h e c u s t o m e r w a n t s qual i ty prod­
uc t s . 

I t i s very obvious tiiat in t h e 
future f a r m e r s wdl have t o live 
w i t h a m u c h lower level of pr ice 
s u p p o r t t h a n in t h e pas t . 

T o c o u n t e r a c t t h e falling pr ice 
s u p p o r t s p r o p o s e d by Commis ­
s ioner McShar ry ear l ie r t h i s year , 
it i s p r o p o s e d to pay compensa ­
tion prem la d i r ec t to fa rmers . 
Any s u c h compensa to ry p r e m i a 
s h o u l d have " rock so l id" guaran­
t e e s t h a t t h e y would be o f a per­
m a n e n t n a t u r e . 

Latest C A.P . reform 
proposals 

T h e r e h a s b e e n m u c h contro­
versy recen t iy over t h e McShar ry 

proposa l to reform C.A.P. Br i edy 
t h e p roposa l s a r e a s follows: 1. A 
cu t of 3 5 % in g ra in p r i ce s over a 3 
year pe r iod . G r o w e r s would ge t 
full c o m p e n s a t i o n on t h e first 5 0 
ac res . O t h e r provis ions r e l a t e t o 
g rowers in excess of 5 0 ac res . 2 . 
I t i s p r o p o s e d t o In t roduce a 
s h e e p q u o t a b a s e d on t h e num­
b e r of el igible ewes a fa rmer h a d 
for t h e 1990 Ewe P r e m i u m 
S c h e m e . 

F u r t h e r m o r e t h e m a x i m u m 
ewe flock to qualify for t h e E w e 
P r e m i u m S c h e m e w i t h i n t h e D i s ­
a d v a n t a g e d A r e a s w o u l d b e 7 5 0 
ewes a n d only 3 5 0 e w e s o u t s i d e 
t h e D i s a d v a n t a g e d Area . 

T h o s e p r o p o s e d l i m i t s w o u l d 
b e p h a s e d in over t h r e e y e a r s . A s 
a r e su l t of t h e C A P . p r o p o s a l s 
for s h e e p i t i s s u g g e s t e d t h a t 
income from s h e e p wou ld d r o p b y 
20% in t h e D i s a d v a n t a g e d A r e a s . 

Proposals for dairying 

1. I t i s p r o p o s e d t h a t q u o t a s over 
4 3 , 0 0 0 ga l lons w o u l d b e c u t b y 
4% ( t h e r e i s a l r e a d y a 2% sanc­
tion in q u o t a d e c i d e d in t h e 
1991-91 p r i ce p a c k e t ) . 

2 . T h e p r i c e of Da i ry P r o d u c t s 
would b e c u t by 10%. T h e p ro ­
p o s e d c u t s in q u o t a s a n d p r i c e s 
would b e i n t r o d u c e d over a 
th ree -yea r pe r iod . 

C o m p e n s a t i o n : 
(a) F a r m e r s w h o s e q u o t a s a r e 

r e d u c e d wou ld b e c o m p e n s a t e d 
a t a p p r o x 19 .5p p e r gal lon for 
a p e r i o d of t e n y e a r s . 

(b) I t i s a l so p r o p o s e d t o pay a 
p r e m i u m of £ 6 5 p e r cow u p t o a 
m a x i m u m of 4 0 da i ry cows. 

(c) By s l a u g h t e r i n g m a l e ca lves 
u n d e r 10 d a y s of age you wou ld 
ge t a p r e m i u m of £ 8 8 p e r m a l e 
calf s l a u g h t e r e d " D o w n r i g h t 
m u r d e r " s o m e p e o p l e would 
say? W h a t a r e w e coming t o " a t 
all a t a d " a s Mlley would say. 

Proposals for beef 

1. T h e in te rven t ion p r i ce for 
beef would d r o p b y 15%. T h i s 
r educ t ion would t a k e p l ace In 
t h r e e equa l s t a g e s over t h r e e 
years . 

2 . T o c o m p e n s a t e for t h i s t h e 
p r e s e n t b e e f p r e m i u m ( £ 3 4 . 9 6 
would b e i nc rea sed t o a p p r o x 
£52 o d d e a c h year on e a c h m a l e 
an imal for a 2 vea r pe r iod (£ to ta l 
of £ 1 5 6 - £ 1 5 8 ) . E.g. 

Male c a t d e 6-9 m o n t h s , 18-21 
m o n t h s a n d 3 0 - 3 3 m o n t h s , £ 5 2 
p r e m l u m / y e a r . 
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However, there would be a 
transitional period of 3 years to 
reach the £52 odd per head per 
year. Maximum of 90 to qualify. 

3. T h e present Suckler Pre­
mium of c£52.43 would be 
increased to approx. £66 per cow. 
As with the Beef Premium the 
maximum number of cows eligi­
ble would be 90 (i.e. for the cow 
suckler). Al l the compensatory 
premium suggested for dairy 
cows, beef premiums, suckler 
cows, etc., are conditional on cer­
tain stocking rates being 
observed. E.g. Stocking rates in 
the Disadvantaged Areas must 
not be better than 1.75 acres per 
Livestock Unit and not better 
than 1.25 acres per Livestock 
Unit outside the Disadvantaged 
Area. Th is stocking rate restric­
tion will apply from year one If 
implemented. T h e net result of 
the above Stocking Rate Restric­
tions are penal. T h e y are abso­
lutely crazy. Any progressive 
farmer who has stocking rates 
better than those listed will not 
qualify for any of the compen­
satory premia. Many of our better 
farmers could well be caught in 
Catch 22 Situation. Our local Co­
op, N.C.F. has strongly voiced 
their objection to the Stocking 
Rate limitations. Our better and 
more progressive farmers have 
the option of losing the premia or 
PR-STOCK and get the premia. 
In determining the Stocking Rate 
eligibility, dairy cows, suckler 
cows, male cattle and ewes are 
taken into account. It is sug­
gested that no account would be 
taken of heifers or lambs In cal­
culating the S . R Of course farm­
ers specialising in heifer beef 
production would suffer a 15% 
decrease in price with no com­
pensatory premia, being pro­
posed. 

O u t c o m e i f CJLP. 
p r o p o s a l s are 
i m p l e m e n t e d 

Teagasc economists recently 
estimated that if the proposed 
C A . P . reforms take place the 
value of Gross Agricultural Out­
put would fall by £500 million 
per annum, and net farm income 
by £125 million. They estimate 

that employment would fall by 
12,000 Jobs. In addition the value 
of exports would fall by £300 mil­
lion per annum, and maybe even 
more than that, if des toe king 
takes place and if the slaughter 
of male calves become signifi­
cant. 

The farm income situation is 
pretty bad at the moment. It is 
worth noting that Headage and 
premium payments presently 
contribute more than half the 
average farm income on cattle 
farms. 

Other p r o p o s a l s i n C A . P 
re form 

1. Increased grants towards 
Afforestation. I t is also envisaged 
that Forestry Premiums will be 
increased. 2. And finally Early 
Retirement - I f there are any 
farmers left at this stage it is pro­
posed that full time farmers aged 
55 years and over and not yet get­
ting a pension would be eligible 
for a new early Retirement 
Scheme. T h e land released 
would be used by their succes­
sors to Improve production struc­
tures or used for non-agricultural 
purposes. 

C o n c l u s i o n 

At this stage, whilst some form 
of CA .P . Reforms are necessary 
and Inevitable I do think that as 
the proposed reforms stand they 
are far too severe and restrictive. 
Output on small family farms 
would be restricted. T o my mind 
those intended proposals should 
not be implemented in Disadvan­
taged Areas. In recent years we 
have many young people leaving 
rural Ireland in search of employ­
ment. Preliminary results from 
the recent Census indicate that 
there has been a drop in popula­
tion of approx. 5% In the BaUy­
haunls District and surrounds 
since the previous Census. Let us 
hope and pray that exodus from 
rural Ireland is not further accel­
erated by implementation of the 
C A . P . Proposals as they now 
stand. I f the proposals are not 
"watered down" I'm afraid that 
we wiU again hear echoes of 
Goldsmith's "Deserted Village" 
ringing in our ears. 

"But now the sounds ofpopulation fail 
No cheerful murmurs fluctuate in the 

gale 
No busy steps the grass-grown foot­

way tread 
For all the bloomy flush of life is fled 
All but you widow'd solitary thing 
That feebly bends beside the 
ptashyspring ". 

APOSTOLIC WORK, 
BALLYHAUNIS 
(1991) 
President, Miss May Moyles; 

Vice-president, Mrs. K Finn; 
secretary, Mrs. B. Brennan; trea­
surer, P. Byrne. 

Once again 1991 has been a 
very successful year for the Apos­
tolic workers, and they look for­
ward with confidence to 1992, as 
we wiU be celebrating the 30th 
anniversary of the BaUyhaunls 
Branch. 

Our branch was founded in 
May, 1962, by Rev. Father Rushe, 
and we are glad to report that 
some of the founder-members are 
still with us. 

Apostolic work is now in its 
68th year in Ireland, and is still 
growing. One gets mesmerised 
when one tries to estimate the 
number of vestments, altar 
clothes, Church vessels, chil-
drens' clothing and financial help 
that have gone from this country 
to the Missionaries around the 
world in that time. 

The credit for this volume of 
aid goes to the branch members, 
who week after week go out to 
Apostolic meetings and pray, knit 
and sew and fundraiser without 
any publicity - Just reaching out 
with love through the work of the 
hands of God gave them, to their 
needy brothers and sisters. That 
is how Apostolic work prospered 
over 68 years. 

A mini-vigil was held in Knock 
in June for Apostolic workers in 
Tuam Archdiocese, it was con­
ducted by Father Buckm aster, 
White Father, and all members of 
BaUyhaunls branch attended. 

Our annual exhibition held in 
June was a huge success. A big 
' t h a n k you' to all our active and 
honourary members; those who 
gave donations and prizes for 
raffle. 

We u r g e n t l y need new mem­
bers and anybody wishing to Join 
our branch should caU to the 
Parochial Hall on any Monday 
night between 8 and 10 p.m. 

- B. Brennan (secretary). 
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Mrs. Dyer 
I n t e r v i e w e d b y M a t t O'Dwyer 

On t h e e v e of one o f t h e Dubl in 
v. Meath m a t c h e s , w e spoke 

to Mrs. D e l i a Dyer (née Cribbin), 
of Togher, a t her daughter 's 
(Mary Waldron) h o u s e in Devl i s . 
Now in h e r n inet ies , s h e w a s 
looking forward to t h e nex t 
instal lment of that ep ic football 
batt le . 

Her brother, J i m , s t i d l ives in 
Togher, w i th Oliver and the fam­
dy. Tom and Nora are a l so alive 
from a famdy of three boys and 
seven girls. T h e y w e n t t o school 
through t h e f ie lds , to Brackloon. 

Q, Nolan, from Tavanamore, 
u s e d to c a d to col lect Mae 
Greene . T h e boys and girls were 
taught In separate parts of t h e 
s a m e budding . Prayers were sa id 
before and after c la s s , there w a s 
a halfpenny and a penny cate­
ch i sm. Miss McDermot t and Miss 
G d m o r e taught d i e g ir ls . T h e 
chi ldren u s e d s la tes . S o m e Ir ish 
w a s taught. De l ia ' s father h a d 
Irish, s h e r e m e m b e r s h i m saying 
t h e Rosary at h o m e , á s gaei lge . 

Her brother, Mick Dyer, w a s a 
good boxer, h e w a s Ir i sh cham­
pion at one stage. H e served h i s 
t ime In T o m m y J o l u i 6 t o i i ' s , in 
Knox Street , in t h e early days of 
the bus ines s . At h o m e , everyone 
was self-sufficient as regards 
food. P i g s suppl ied t h e bacon. 
They brought their own wheat to 
Pat J u d g e ' s mfll In Clooncrtm, 
via Classaroe, tills gave t h e m 
coarse wholemeal . T h e y had to 
buy d i e w h i t e flour. Eggs were 
sold to Patrick Caulfield (Jack 
Hal pin's father-in-law), wool was 
carded by the l ad le s and spun 
Into thread to produce whi te 
socks , and blankets were also 
m a d e (at Murt Byrne's fathers). 
Wool from grey s h e e p produced 
socks coveted by the clergy. Flour 
bags were m a d e into fine s h e e t s 
and tablecloths . T h e y h a d to b e 
starched and ironed in old box 
irons. T w o irons took turns on the 
fire to k e e p th ings going. A lot of 
work went into starching collars 
and cuffs for the m e n and knit­

ting and sewing were always 
going on. They h a d a spinning 
w h e e l and they u s e d to kni t tíieir 
own ves t s , and flannel skirts were 
also made . 

S o m e of De l ia ' s neighbours 
were Tim and Mick Fitzmaurice, 
Harmons (Peter Hannon's grand­
parents, Devlis) , Mark Waldron's 
grandparents (Cave), and the 
Regans. 

The older chddren would walk 
to 8 .30 Mass on Sunday, the 
adults would go to t h e 1 1 . 3 0 
Mass on the s ide car with the lit­
tle ones. S h e remembers Canon 
Canning and Fr. McHugh. The 
stations were h e l d in the morn­
ings, breakfasts of rashers and 
eggs were served to the neigh­
bours. Confessions were he ld in 
the house. T h e aunts and uncles 
were entertained in the after­
noon. At Christmas, relations vis­
i ted and were v is i ted on different 
days. Turkey (home reared) and 
ham was served to the older peo­
ple first, in the parlour, and then 
to the chddren. A barrel of stout 
was usually bought and port, or 
somet imes , whiskey, w a s served 
to the ladies . The chddren drank 
lemonade out of large bot i les . 
Then singing and dancing 

• CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

Convent o f Mercy s ixth c l a s s 1 9 4 2 with S i s t er Agnes . Front row, left t o right: Nan Brennan, Mary Mullins Nora Clarke Marv 
Harmon, Nancy Greene , Patsy Levins, Mary Healy, Mary Freeley. Middle row, left t o right: H e l e n Henry M a n J u d c e Frances 
Bcgley , Mary Greene , Mary Greeley, Cora Webb. Back row, left t o right: Annie Caulfield, Marv Caulfield G m J l w » l , l „ „ , 
Mary Delaney, Mary O'Brien, Una Donnel lan , Mary Freeman, Peggy Barrett, J o s i e Hunt . ' ' ~ a r m e l Waldron, 

Photograph courtesy of S i s ter Assumpta . 
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1962 - S ix th Class , St. Joseph' s Secondary School : back row: Eve lyn Caulf ie ld , Dolores Mel ley , A n n Freeley a n d Mar ia 
Mulrennan. Middle row: Lily Geraghty, A n n Rushe, Mary Caulfield, Mary Knight, Phyllis Regan, Bernadette McGuire, Mary 
Kedian, Nellie Barrett , Ursula Lawless and Rita Barry. Front row: Mary Herr , Eva Concannon, Mary Regan, Mary Hanna 
Regan, J o a n Coyne, Rita Forde and Rita Lyons. 

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 

s t a r t e d , a s i t w a s I n t h e p r e - r a d i o 
e r a . 

A t t h e a g e o f e i g h t e e n , D e l i a 
r e m e m b e r s , s t e a l i n g o f f t o h o o -
l e y s i n t h e n e i g h b o u r s h o u s e s . N o 
d o o r s w e r e l o c k e d i n t h o s e d a y s . 
T h e o l d e r p e o p l e i n t h e g u e s t 
h o u s e w o u l d r e t i r e d i s c r e e t l y t o 
b e d . S h e r e m e m b e r s o n e i n t h e i r 
o w n h o u s e . J o h n G r e e n e a n d J i m 
M c G a r r y w e r e m u s i c i a n s . P e t e 
O ' M a l l e y , B a w n e e n R a t t i g a n a n d 
G e o r g e D e l a n e y w e r e t h e r e . T h e 
s o l e f e l l o f f o n e o f G e o r g e ' s 6hoes 
a n d t h e y h a d t o g i v e h i m D e l i a ' s 
l a t h e r ' s b o o t s . T e a , b r e a d a n d 
c u r r a n t c a k e w e r e s e r v e d a n d a s 
t h e y a l l k n e w e a c h o t h e r , t h e 
a t m o s p h e r e w a s v e r y r e l a x e d . O n 
t h e 1 5 t h A u g u s t , t h e y w o u l d w a l k 
t o K n o c k f o r t h e a l l - n i g h t v i g i l 
a n d w a l k b a c k a g a i n i n t h e m o r n ­
i n g . T h e y u s e d t o b r i n g m i l k , 
m i n e r a l s a n d s a n d w i c h e s o f h a m 
a n d h a r d b o i l e d e g g s . 

W a k e s w e r e a l l n i g h t a f f a i r s , 

c l a y p i p e s a n d s n u f f , t e a a n d 
s t r o n g d r i n k T h e p e r s o n w a s 
b r o u g h t t o t h e C h u r c h a n d 
b u r i e d t h e n e x t d a y . 

S o m e o f t h e s h o p s D e l i a 
r e m e m b e r s w e r e H e n r y ' s , C o n ­
w a y ' s , P a d d y S m i t h ' s , a b a k e r y I n 
K n o x S t r e e t , s w e e t s w e r e b o u g h t 
h i T o m M u r p h y ' s ( w h e r e F r e d 
H e r r i s n o w ) a n d w h e r e a d u l t s 
b o u g h t m e a l . T h e h o r s e a n d c a r t 
w o u l d b e l e f t i n J u d g e s . 

E v e r y b o d y w o r k e d h a r d a r o u n d 
t h e f a r m , a l l l e a r n e d t o m i l k a t 
a n e a r l y a g e , t h e r e w a s p l e n t y t o 
d o i n t h e b o g a n d h a y f i e l d s . I n 
t h e p r e - t h r e s h i n g dayB, f l a i l i n g 
w a s d o n e i n a b a r n t o g e t r i d o f 
t h e s t r a w . T h e n o n a w i n d y d a y , 
t h e w i n n o w i n g w a s d o n e , t h e 
c h a f f b l e w a w a y a n d t h e w h e a t 
l a n d e d o n s h e e t s l a i d o u t i n t h e 
f i e l d . W h e n t h e t h r e s h e r c a m e 
a l o n g , i t m o s U y w o r k e d a t n i g h t , 
u n d e r t h e l i g h t o f t h e l a r g e o i l 
w a l l l a m p s . T h o u g h t h e h o u s e 
w a s s l a t e d , t h e b a r n w a s 
t h a t c h e d a n d s p e c i a l t r e e s w e r e 

s o w n t o p r o d u c e t h e s c a l l o p s , 
t h e s e w e r e c u t i n t h e h o u s e s . 
D e l i a r e g a r d e d t h e m a s a n u i ­
s a n c e . S h e r e m e m b e r s h o l d i n g 
t h e h a n d l e f o r t w i s t i n g t h e s t r a w 
r o p e s a n d b e i n g a p p r o p r i a t e l y 
" b l e s s e d " w h e n i t s l i p p e d a n d 
t h e r o p e h a d t o b e s t a r t e d a g a i n . 

F o r r e c r e a t i o n , c a r d s w e r e 
p l a y e d , w h i l e o u t d o o r s , j a c k 
s t o n e s , m a r b l e s , t i p s y c a t , h o p ­
s c o t c h a n d r l n g - a - R o s i e w e r e p o p ­
u l a r . 

W h e n t h e p i g w a s k i l l e d , t h e 
b l a d d e r w a s p l a c e d i n s a l t y w a t e r 
a n d t h e n c o v e r e d t o m a k e a f o o t ­
b a l l . T h e f a m i l y w e n t t o t h e r a c e s 
i n T o o r a r e e a n d t o C l a r e m o r r i s , 
w h e r e t h e y w e n t o n h o l i d a y s t o 
s e e t h e C h a r l e s ' f a m i l y , o f M o u n t 
S t r e e t . F o r t h e c h i l d r e n , t h e r e 
w e r e h o b b y h o r s e s a n d s w i n g s , 
a n d " t r i c k o f t h e b o y s " w h o o p e r ­
a t e d o n t h e s t r e e t . 

I w o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k M r s . D y e r 
f o r d o i n g t h e i n t e r v i e w a n d w i s h 
h e r m a n y m o r e h a p p y y e a r s . 

m 



The Hanging Tree 
B y A i d e n K e l l y 

As a boy of about ten or eleven 
years of age, I almost had a 

fatal accident. In our garden, at 
Upper Main Street, we had lots of 
trees. On the branch of one par­
ticular ash tree, we had tied an 
ordinary rope swing. After a 
whde, the rope broke, so we were 
left with one side hanging down. 

On this single strand, we tied a 
loop, and using the single strand, 
we could stand on the wall, and 
like Tarzan, swinging on the 
vines through the Jungle, we 
would swing down Into the gar­
den. 

My playmates at that time were 
Andrew Egan (now Maynooth), 
Pat Curley (Hazelhdl), T o m m y 
Forde (now Bekan), Noel Culliney 
(now England) and of course, my 
brother Robert (now Dublin). 

Anyway, on one particular day, 
Saturday, I think, in Spring or 
early Summer, the day started off 
badly around our house, as Pat 
Hughes's greyhounds had broken 
out and killed three or four of my 
mother's chickens. 

In the afternoon, I was waiting 
for Andrew Egan to finish his 
dinner so we could continue play­
ing. I took hold of the single 
strand of rope, I was swinging 
idly to and fro in the garden, I 
got bored with this, and not see­
ing die danger, I then proceeded 
to put my head in the loop, and 
grabbing die rope with my hands, 
I swung down off the wad, into 

the garden. Suddenly, my hands 
slipped and I was hanging by my 
neck. I lost consciousness at that 
time. As luck would have it. Just 
at that moment, Mrs. Nan Fox, of 
Tooraree, was cycling into town, 
to do her shopping, in T o m Hop­
kins. She had almost passed, 
when she glanced into the gar­
den. Jumping off her bike, she 
took in the situation at a glance 
and shouted to Johnny McGuire 
(who then owned a workshop in 
which he made carts directiy 
across the road from our front 
gate). 

Johnny sprinted across, 
vaulted the wall, lifted me by the 
legs to take the weight off my 
neck, his brother, Tommy had 
followed, Tommy cut the rope 
and tiiey lowered me to the 
ground. It was tíiere I came to. 

Luckily for me, the loop did not 
run like a noose, but I had a rope 
burn mark from ear to ear, under 
my chin. 

The Credit Union in Bally­
haunis was founded in 1983 

wi th the following board of 
Directors and Supervisor: 
Paddy Brennan, Pat O'Connor, 
Pat Fitzgerald, Vincent Free-

I remember my first reaction, 
on waking up, was to remark 
"Don't ted my mother", as I used 
to get into lots of scrapes at that 
age, and my mother was upset 
enough over the chickens being 
kdled that morning. 

For a month or so after, I was a 
minor celebrity, even making the 
"Western" and I was often asked 
to show the mark on my neck, of 
which, I was now pretty proud. 

T h e next day, my father cut the 
branch off the tree and about ten 
years later, I myself cut down the 
tree. 

Shortly afterwards, Nan Fox 
(nee Molloy) left for England, 
with her husband, Paddy and 
twin babies. 

On Friday, 15th June last, I 
was in Jack Hatpin's bar with my 
wife, Mary, at the Irish music 
session. Among other people 
there, I met Michael Smyth. 
Michael said to me "Would you 
know that man over there, he 
used to work in Gallagher's"? I 
said "What's his name"? "Paddy 
Fox" said Michael "and that's his 
wife, in the corner, Nan Fox". I 
said "I don't believe it, that 
woman save my life". I had not 
seen Nan Fox for over 30 years. 

a n d D i s t r i c t 
U n i o n 
man, Brendan Glavey, Father 
Des Walsh, Mary Freyne, 
Catherine Plunkett, Christina 
Lyons, Maura Fitzmaurice, 
Te r r y Coleman, A iden Kelly, 
Peter McCafferty, Barry Butler, 
Michael Gready and J o h n 
Tuohy. 

T h e Ballyhaunis and District 
Credit Union have at present 
over 830 members and assets 
of over £430,000. T h e y have 
recently purchased the 
premises of the former shoe 
repair shop of Joe T ighe, Upper 
Main Street, and when recon­
struction work is complete, the 
Credit Union wd l be in a posi­
tion to offer improved services 
to its membership. T h e opening 
hours at present are: Tuesday, 
10.00 to 12.00; Friday, 1.00 to 
6.30 p.m.; Saturday, 8.00 to 
9.00 p.m.; Sunday, 12.00 to 
1.00 p.m. Tore en School: Sun­
day, 12.00 to 12.30 p.m. 

New members are always wel­
come and we tender all of our 
members good wishes for 1992. 

I .C.A. d i n n e r , 1962 - F r o n t r o w : U n a Phi l l ips , Patr ic ia W a l d r o n , M a r y H. 
O ' C o n n o r , Rita F la t l ey . B a c k row: C a r m e l W a l d r o n , Br id ie W e b b , M e r c y 
Flat ley , Rita M o r r i s M a i H o l m e s , Frances M u l l i g a n , Kath leen M c B r i d e and 
Bridie Molloy. 

B a l l y h a n n i s 
C r e d i t 
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Sr. Kevin's Golden 
Jubilee 

Sr. Kevin G i b b o n s c e l e b r a t e d 
h e r G o l d e n J u b d e e In t h e 

Convent of Mercy, B a d y h a u n l s , on 
t he 2 9 t h S e p t e m b e r . Sr . Kevin , 
formerly M a r g a r e t G i b b o n s , i s a 
native of N e w d e l d , Newpor t . Hav­
ing c o m p l e t e d h e r p o s t - p r i m a r y 
educa t ion in t h e U r s u l i n e Con­
vent , Sl igo, s h e e n t e r e d w i t h t h e 
S i s t e r s of Mercy, Wes tpor t , in 
1938. H e r s i s t e r , Sr . C a t h e r i n e 
(now in Achfll Convent) h a d 
e n t e r e d t h e r e s o m e y e a r s ear l ie r . 
On c o m p l e t i o n of h e r nov icesh ip , 
Sr. Kevin w a s p ro fe s sed In 
S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 4 1 . 

S h e w e n t t o t h e D o m i n i c a n 
Codege in S ion H i d , w h e r e 6he 
qualified a s a D o m e s t i c Sc ience 
t e a c h e r (now ca l l ed H o m e Eco­
nomics t e a c h e r ) . Sr . Kevin t h e n 
worked for a few y e a r s w i t h t h e 
c h d d r e n in t h e I n d u s t r i a l School , 
Wes tpor t , a n d w a s l a t e r 
appo in t ed to t h e staff of t h e 
Sacred H e a r t Seconda ry School . 
I n 1957 , s h e w a s t r a n s f e r r e d t o 
Ba l lyhaunis . 

Sr . Kevin w a s a n e n t h u s i a s t i c 
t e a c h e r a n d loved h e r w o r k in 
school very m u c h . S h e a lways 
s h o w e d a very k e e n In t e r e s t in 

h e r p u p d s a n d w a s eve r - r eady to 
h e l p t h e m in any way. T o w a r d s 
t h e e n d of t h e ' s ix t i es , h e r h e a l t h 
b e g a n to fad a n d s h e t ook ear ly 
r e t i r e m e n t . S h e h a d t h e cou rage 
t o cope w i t h al l t h e a d j u s t m e n t s 
s h e h a d t o m a k e . H e r sp i r i tua l i ty 
a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e e n a b l e d h e r to 
cope w i t h day- to-day l iving a n d 
t h u s b r o u g h t qua l i ty a n d enr ich­
m e n t to h e r da t ìy life. S h e cont in­
u e d to foster t h e e d u c a t i o n of 
p u p d s w h o n e e d e d a l i t t l e ex t r a 
a t t en t ion w i t h h e r l e s s o n s a n d 
d i d s o m e craf ts w i t h p r i m a r y 
school c h d d r e n . 

Sr . Kevin h a d a lways a k e e n 
i n t e r e s t in c u r r e n t affairs, 
w h e t h e r local or pol i t ica l , a n d 
also in in te rna t iona l n e w s a n d to 
t h i s d a y is a n avid l i s t e n e r to t h e 
rad io . All t h i s c o n t r i b u t e s to t h e 
fact t h a t s h e is very a l e r t . H e r 
life i s a source of insp i ra t ion to 
aU w h o live w i t h h e r in c o m m u ­
nity, v is i t h e r , w o r k w i t h h e r or 
c o m m u n i c a t e w i t h h e r in any 
way. 

On h e r J u b d e e Day, M a s s w a s 
c e l e b r a t e d in t h e Convent 
C h a p e l . Fr . M. G r e a n e y w a s ch ie f 
ce lebran t , a s s i s t e d b y Fr . V. 

McCar thy , OSA, Fr. Mar t in 
M c G o v e m a n d Fr. D e s Wal she . 
P r e s e n t a t t h e M a s s w e r e Sr. 
Kevin ' s t h r e e s i s t e r s a n d b r o t h ­
e r s , re la t ives a n d f r iends . After 
Mass , t h e s i s t e r s a n d g u e s t s w e n t 
to t h e D o n A r m s Ho te l , 
Cas t i e rea . Sr . Kevin rece ived 
m a n y t r i b u t e s a n d s h e h a d a m p l e 
t i m e to m e e t h e r f r iends. T h e 
evening e n d e d w i t h a sing-song. 

Congra tu la t ions , Sr. Kevin a n d 
we p r a y t h a t you will enjoy m a n y 
m o r e a n d fruitful yea r s . Be i r b u a 
a g u s Beannach t . 

Michae l Glavey's 
Basketba l l Club 

Th e local b a s k e t b a l l c l u b (cur­
rent ly in i t s n i n t h yea r of exis­

t ence) , is l ook ing forward t o t h e 
n e w season af ter f in ishing s o wel l 
l a s t year . W e f in i shed r u n n e r s - u p 
in t h e Sligo & D i s t r i c t League 
having los t only two g a m e s all 
yea r to t h e even tua l l e a g u e win­
n e r s , Pace r s , B a l l i n a We los t 
b o t h g a m e s b y only 5 p t s . T h e y 
a l so b e a t u s In t h e C u p final l a s t 
A p r d , h e l d In Sligo. I t w a s a n 
exci t ing g a m e a n d w e w e r e very 
un lucky to l o se out . 

T h i s yea r we p u t In a lo t of p r e ­
season t r a in ing a n d w i t h only s ix 
t e a m s In t h e l e a g u e w e a r e eage r 
t o prove h o w unlucky we w e r e 
l a s t yea r b y los ing ou t s o closely. 
Ti l l s year we a r e d e t e r m i n e d to 
d o be t t e r . 

T h e m e m b e r s of t h e t e a m a re : 
S te l l a Morley, Flnofla Mel le t t , 
J u l i e Morley, Ange la Morley, 
Bern ie Fo rde , M a r t i n a Keenan , 
B a r b a r a D i l l o n , Yvonne Morr is , 
Margare t P rende rgas t a n d Mar ia 
Flyiui. Our c o a c h is Michae l 
McNamara . O u r t r a in ing s e s s i o n s 
a n d g a m e s a r e on T u e s d a y n i g h t s 
a t 8 o'clock a n d S u n d a y evenings 
in Michael G lavey ' s S p o r t s Com­
plex, BaUlidough. 

Finally, I wou ld l i ke to t h a n k , 
on b e h a l f of t h e c l u b m e m b e r s 
a n d coach , ou r s p o n s o r s , 
Bal l in lough Re fridge rat ion for 
t he i r financial s u p p o r t a n d 
Michael G lavey ' s GAA C l u b for 
t he i r co-opera t ion a n d h e l p in 
a l l o w i n g u s u s e t h e c o m p l e x a n d 
for a l so sponso r ing u s a new 
l e a t h e r b a s k e t b aU . 

H e r e ' s to 1992 . 
Maria Flynn, Sec re ta ry , 

Michael Glavey ' s B a s k e t b a l l 
Club . 

Sr. Kevin wi th s o m e of her noviceship companions on her .Jubilee Day. Back 
row. Srs . J o s e p h , Assumpta, Machulda. Centre: Srs . Arm, Francis, Oliver, Dym-
phna. F r o n t Sr Kevin. 
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B y J . Cr ibbin 

IT is a consolation to those of us 
who have no ear for music, that 

at least, we are able to listen to 
music and very often, enjoy it. 
While we may not be the most 
appreciative of listeners, listeners 
we must remain always, while 
music Is being played and, very 
often, which is the subject of a 
discussion. There are probably 
very few of us, who, at one time 
or another, have not wished that 
we were able to tinkle the ivory, 
knuckle a bodhrán, or put forth a 
song. After all, when things are 
"going for a song" Its an advan­
tage to be able to sing. 

There is notlxing I could detect 

"going for a song" on this particu­
lar day, yet everybody I met 
talked about music or reminded 
me of music, in one way or 
another, and, for reasons not 
clear to me, even now. The time 
was late September, the festival 
long over, the holidaymakers 
gone back, a quiet time of the 
year. It may be just coincidence, 
so I will not make a song or a 
dance about it, but those people I 
met made me think a lot about 
music (and the absence of 
mu6ic). 

Outside, a harvest moon was 
spreading "Moonlight In Mayo". 
Inside, as we burned the mid­

night oil, Austin Grogan, was 
reminiscing at length and in an 
entertaining maimer about his 
days as a member of a dance 
band, back in the times when 
dances went on until 4 a.m., 
admission was 2 / and musicians 
carried their Instruments around, 
packed in beet pulp bags. 

A few hours later, John 
McGuire, of Ballindrehid, was 
telling me that he had been a 
member of die choir and had 
sung in many musical produc­
tions. I had known that he could 
sing, having heard him sing "The 
Old Bog Road" for two young 
Australians during the festival. 

I head for home, catch up with 
Dave Judge, In Clare Street. We 
pass a stall, selling music cas­
settes. He questions me as to my 
taste in music. I confessed that 
as far as taste in music goes, I am 
a teetotader. 

I am stoking up with a view to 
getting the kettìe "singing" when 

• CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

S t Patricks College - back row (left/right): Tommy Gilmore, John Egan, Mike Feeney, Tommy Kellv Paul McClu^kev and Inhn 
Cribben. Middle row: Michael Murren, Frank Dillon, Kevin Loftus (R.I.P.); John J^T^~-^^ih^^t^.^»Z 
F t e „ge Ì n e eX 'hy r o , , t " ^ G " ^ ' 



CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE s ing u p t h e sca le a n d you c a n n o t 
s ing down t h e s ca l e " . Many y e a r s 
have v a n i s h e d a n d m a n y c h a n g e s 
have a p p e a r e d , b u t t h a t ques t i on 
st i l l r e m a i n s u n a n s w e r e d . I t i s a 
b i t l a t e now, b u t h a d Michae l 
Brogan b e e n a r o u n d a t t h a t t i m e , 
t h i n g s m i g h t h a v e b e e n different , 
for s o m e of u s a t any r a t e . By 
combin ing h i s m u s i c a l a n d m e d i ­
cal exper t i se , h e m a y h a v e b e e n 
ab le to d i agnose t h e r e a s o n for 
t h e d i zz ines s w e e n c o u n t e r e d a t 
t h e t o p of t h e sca le . For t h e 
majority, any h o p e for r e m e d y 
would b e j u s t a " p i p e " d r e a m . 
Even evolut ion never a t t e m p t e d 
to c h a n g e c rows in to c a n a r i e s . 
Ment ion of evolut ion t o u c h e s o n e 
of m e m o r y ' s " k e y s " - 1 neve r 
h e a r d T o m B o u r k e , t h e v e t 
s inging, b u t I c a n recal l h i m 
rec i t ing s o m e t h i n g ab o u t a t h i n g 
ca l led "Forces Muta t ion" . Even , 
a t t h i s l a t e s t a g e , i nqu i r i e s 
s h o u l d b e m a d e to s e e if t h e r e i s 
any h o p e t h a t t h i s m i g h t con ta in 
a " semi -quave r " of h o p e . I n m a t ­
t e r s s u c h a s t h i s , i t i s a lways pru­
d e n t to h a v e a s e c o n d opinion, 
a n d men t ion t h a t t h e c o m p l a i n t 
i s he r id i t a ry . T h e s t r i ngs on a fid­
d l e o u t n u m b e r t h e n u m b e r of 
p a r e n t s in J o h n s t o w n , w h o h a d 
a n e a r for m u s i c a t t h a t t i m e . 

Wi th r e s i d e n t m u s i c i a n s s o 
t h i n on t h e g r o u n d , we h a d to 
re ly on "gues t a p p e a r a n c e s " of 
mus ic i ans , l i ke P a d d y Lyons, of 
G u r r a n e a n d Willie Feeney of 
Redford, w h e n e v e r a s p r e e or sta­
t ion " d u e " w a s h e l d in t h e vil­
lage . 

I m a y b e wrong in t h i s , b u t t o 
m y knowledge , a p i p e r neve r 
p layed a t u n e in t h i s townland in 
t h e l a s t fifty yea r s . However , t h e 
bagp ipes w e r e h e a r d b e i n g 
played, on a few occas ions j u s t 
over th i r ty y e a r s ago. T h e m u s i c 
c a m e over t h e a i rways, w i t h o u t 
t h e h e l p of a t r a n s m i t t e r , al l t h e 
way from D r i m b a n e . O n c a l m 
evenings , C h r i s Mannion , t h e n a 
m e m b e r of t h e B i r m i n g h a m I r i s h 
P ipe B a n d cou ld b e h e a r d a s h e 
r e h e a r s e d for h i s b a n d perfor­
m a n c e s , in t h e Al l - I re land F l e a d h 
Ceoil , h e l d , t h a t year , in Swin­
ford. P a d d y Lyons a n d myse l f 
t ravel led b y t r a i n to a t t e n d t h a t 
"F l eadh Ceoi l" . Recent ly , a s h e 
s i pped a gin a n d tonic, in t h e 
"Corner Ba r " , P a d d y reca l l ed a 
lot of d e t a i l s a b o u t t h a t exped i ­
t ion, t h a t h a d faded from m y 
memory , w h i l e h e m a y b e u n a b l e 
to s ing down t h e sca le , P a d d y h a s 
a good m e m o r y a n d c a n go r i g h t 
down to t h e b o t t o m of t h e b a r r e l . 

We will In t roduce a var ia t ion to 

t h e t h e m e , b y m e n t i o n i n g t h a t 
Lecarrow w a s , a t t h a t t i m e , a 
g r e a t s t r o n g h o l d of t r a d i t i o n a l 
mus ic . Mus ic i ans of t h a t t i m e in 
Lecarrow, i nc luded , t h e T a r p e y 
b r o t h e r s , t h e J o r d a n b r o t h e r s , 
David a n d Sean , P a t a n d J i m 
McGuire , Mike Cronin , T o m Grif­
fin a n d t h e t in w h i s t l e p layer , 
J o h n McDonnel l . I t w a s h e r e , in 
Lecarrow, t h a t Malachy T a r p e y 
c o n d u c t e d h i s m u s i c c l a s s e s . T h e 
long s ingle s to rey s l a t e d h o u s e , 
w h e r e h e l ived a n d t a u g h t , w a s 
d e m o l i s h e d two y e a r s ago. After 
i t b e c a m e vacan t , over t h i r t y 
y ea r s ago, t h e h e d g e in front 
were left u n t r l m m e d a n d g r a d u ­
ally, i t d i s a p p e a r e d , ou t of s igh t , 
ou t of m i n d . W h e n i t w a s d e m o l ­
i shed , t h e r e w e r e few w h o 
m i s s e d i t g o n e , a n d fewer s t i l l 
w h o r e a l i s e d t h a t , a t o n e t i m e , i t 
was a c e n t r e of l e a r n i n g a n d cul­
tu re . 

Cycling t h e five m i l e s from 
h e r e , h o m e to Moigh, m y m o t h e r , 
was o n e of t h e p u p i l s w h o c a m e 
h e r e to l e a r n m u s i c . H e r s h e e t s 
of m u s i c , h a n d w r i t t e n , w i t h l e a d 
penci l survived unt i l r e c e n t 
t i m e s . O n e of t h e t u n e s w a s 
ca l led " H a s t e T o T h e W e d d i n g " . 
T h e r e is a n a n e c d o t e a b o u t o n e of 
h e r t r i p s to m u s i c c lass , f i rs t told 
to m e m a n y y e a r s ago, b y m y 
m o t h e r ' s b r o t h e r , P a t McWalter : 
One evening, s h e a r r ived h o m e 
w i t h a n u m b e r of cu t t ings t a k e n 
from flowering s h r u b s . S h e sa id 
s h e h a d t a k e n t h e m from a road­
s i d e h e d g e , in front of a h o u s e , 
no t far from Ta rpey ' s . T h e cut­
t ings w e r e successfully t r a n s ­
p l a n t e d a n d con t inued to f lourish 
In front of t h e old McWal ter 
h o m e s t e a d long after i t b e c a m e 
vacant . W h e n s h e got m a r r i e d , 
s h e h a d t o leave t h e f lowering 
s h r u b s b e h i n d h e r , b u t took h e r 
violin w i t h h e r . I t i s now in t h e 
possess ion of h e r younges t 
d a u g h t e r , Kitty. A l t h o u g h Ki t ty 
canno t play, s h e h a d i t profes­
sionally r e s t o r e d " t o prove t h a t 
s t i l l it l ives" . T h e s h r u b s , s h e 
p l a n t e d a r e n o m o r e , b u t t h e par­
e n t s tock, from w h i c h s h e took 
t h e c u t t i n g s a r e s t i l l growing. 
T h e y b r i n g b a c k m e m o r i e s every 
t i m e I t r im t h e m . 

All t h e p layers in t h e d r a m a 
have left t h e s t age , b u t t h e 
me lody l inge r s on. 

P .S. : I n t h e pas t , n e i t h e r t h e 
Lecar row wri ter , Murt H u n t , nor 
myse l f p o a c h e d one a n o t h e r ' s 
territory. T h e p a r a g r a p h s on 
Lecar row in t h e above ar t ic le a r e 
t h e result of a cul tural a g r e e m e n t 
b e t w e e n Mr. H u n t a n d myself. 
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Michael H o p k i n s a r r ives t o r e a d 
the m e t e r . H i s p a p e r work d o n e , 
he t a k e s t h e w e i g h t off h i s legs 
and w e t a l k a b o u t monologues 
and m u s i c . H e r ec i t e s a mono­
logue b y G e o r g e Murray t h a t I 
h a d never h e a r d before . As h e i s 
about t o "p lay" t h e ignit ion key, I 
notice a se lec t ion of t in w h i s t l e s 
in t h e glove c o m p a r t m e n t . Wi th 
little m o r e t h a n a n o d from m e , 
in t h e d i r ec t i on h e se lec t s one 
and p l ays two t u n e s . T h e l a s t one 
was def ini te ly a s low air , b u t I a m 
not c o m p e t e n t t o say w h e t h e r t h e 
first o n e w a s a j ig , ree l or horn­
pipe. 

Duty cal ls! To w h e r e "The 
F ie lds Are F r e s h And G r e e n " . I 
m u s t t a k e m y "Smal l Ca t t l een" . I 
conduc t m y calves along t h e Red­
ford R o a d in s low-t ime, t h e r e Is 
an i n t e r l u d e w h e n w h o c o m e s 
sai l ing r o u n d t h e b e n d , l ike a 
" R h a p s o d y " ou t of t h e b l u e , b u t 
Dr . Michae l Brogan (we have t h e 
m a k i n g s of a q u a r t e t now). As h e 
l owered t h e window, how e l se 
could I o p e n t h e conversat ion, 
except b y a sk ing " H o w ' s t h e 
mus i c go ing"? T h e in te r lude i s 
brief, t h e ca lves a r e no longer 
moving in ha rmony , n ibbl ing 
g r a s s a long t h e r o a d s i d e a n d 
deny ing E i l een C o m b e r sufficient 
room t o p a s s . 

As w e move a long again, I 
beg in t o reflect on t h e fact t h a t a s 
far a s m u s i c w a s concerned , we 
g rew u p in a d i sadvan taged a rea . 
A p a r t from P a d d y Gi ldea , w h o 
could s t r e t c h a n accordion a 
m e t r e longer t h a n t h e m a k e r s 
I n t e n d e d , a n d w e n t on to b e c o m e 
well-known a s a n accompl i shed 
mus ic i an , on b o t h s ide s of t h e 
I r i s h Sea , a n d Tom Byrne, w h o 
also h a d mus ica l ta lent , t h e r e s t 
of u s neve r d i sp layed any mus ica l 
t a l en t wha tsoever . However, we 
have m a n a g e d to ge t t h r o u g h life 
w i t h o u t mus ica l accompaniment , 
b u t w e will have a p rob lem if ever 
St . P e t e r ' s key m a k e s mus i c In 
our e a r s , a n d h e gives u s a 
s t r i nged i n s t r u m e n t to play 
(probably e n d u p l ike t h e Min­
s t re l Boy 's h a r p ) . 

We h a v e r e a c h e d our journey ' s 
g r a n d finale. We a r e in Redfo rd 
now, a townland no t over 
e n d o w e d w i t h mus i ca l t a l en t , n o 
m o r e t h a n t h e o n e ac ross t h e 
b r i d g e . I t w a s P a d d y Lyons, a n 
old school m a t e a n d r e s i d e n t of 
Redford , w h o recen t ly reca l led 
t h e d a y in Der ry l ea school , w h e n 
t h e t e a c h e r , w h o w a s t ry ing to 
t e a c h u s " D " , " R " , " M " , a s k e d , 
in f rus t ra t ion " H o w is it you c a n 



Golden Wedding Anniversaries 

20 /8 / ' 41 - Fi f t ie th W e d d i n g A n n i v e r s a r y : Peter H a n n o n , A b b e y Street , and 
Brigid W e b b , Main Street 

Fr. Patrick 
McCarthy 
TjV. P a t r i c k M c C a r t h y is t h e p re -
.17 s e n t p r i o r of S t . Mary ' s Abbey. 
H e h a s c o m e t o u s from Or l agh in 
Dubl in . O r l a g h i s t h e Novi t ia te of 
t h e August in urn O r d e r in I r e l a n d . 
B e s i d e s b e i n g p r i o r , h e a l so w a s 
chap la in t o t h e Mercy Conven t 
School in Ba l ly roan . t h e r e w e r e 
over o n e t h o u s a n d g i r l s in t h a t 
school . S o It w a s n o m e a n t a s k 
t h a t F a t h e r w a s c a l l e d t o do . 

Before t h a t Fr . V incen t ( a s h e 
is k n o w n t o m o s t of h i s Augus­
tinian B r o d i e r s ) , w a s p r io r in t h e 
c o m m u n i t y in Ga lway . H e h e l d 
t h a t pos i t i on for four y e a r s . H e 
c a m e t o G a l w a y from Bal lyboden , 
a lso in S o u t h D u b l i n w h e r e h e 
was a m o n g o t h e r t h i n g s , C u r a t e 
In t h e p a r i s h r u n b y d i e Augus­
t in ians . H e w a s t h e r e for four 
years . H e c a m e from d i e h o u s e in 
D r o g h e d a , w h e r e h e h a d s p e n t 
five y e a r s . H e c a m e t o t h e r e from 
t h e A u g u s t i n i a n Miss ion te r r i to ry 
in Niger ia h a v i n g s p e n t s ix yea rs ; 
pa s to r a l work , s e c o n d a r y school 
t e a c h i n g a n d in a m i n o r s emi ­
nary. Before h e w e n t to Niger ia , 
h e h a d s t u d i e d in C.B.S. , Dun-
garvan, Co. Wate r fo rd ; Augus­
tinian H o u s e of S t u d i e s , 
Bal lyboden; U . C . D . w h e r e h e 
rece ived a n H o n s . D e g r e e a n d in 
R o m e , w h e r e h e r ece ived a 
Sacred Licence hi Theo logy after 
four y e a r s . 

A friend of h i s in t h e Augus­
t in ian f amdy s a i d of h i m : "Vin­
cen t i s a qu i e t , s d e n t m a n , w h o 
h a s a fan tas t ic d e p t h of k i n d n e s s 
a n d good n a t u r e in h i m . Bady-
h a u n i s i s b e i n g b l e s s e d by G o d in 
s end ing h i m t o m i n i s t e r t o t h e 
peop le tìiere. H e i s shy , b u t ge t 
to k n o w h i m a n d you w d l h a v e 
m a d e a fan tas t i c f r i end" . 

Fr . P a t h a s h i s m o t h e r l iving in 
Dungarvan a n d a b r o t h e r a n d a 
s i s te r , b o t h n a t i o n a l t e a c h e r s . H e 
h a s w h a t e v e r you g e t in t h e Boys 
Scout a n d h a s t r aveUed wide ly 
wi th titem. 

P . J .C . 

Alcoholics Anonymous and 
Al-Anon meetings are held In 
the old Secondary School, 
Convent of Mercy, on Sunday 
nights, at 8.30, during Winter 
time, and 9 o'clock in 
Summer time. 
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Left to right: Mrs. Ami McHugh, BaUyhaunls, vice-president; Mrs. Kitty Ilarlin, 
nat ional pres ident; Mrs. Veronica Freyne, Mayo vice-president, at tending an 
ICA seminar i n Galway, which w a s given sponsorship from the E.C. 

BaUyhaunis I.C.A. 

We a r e p l e a s e d to say t h a t t h e 
I .C A . h a d a n o t h e r ve ry suc­

cessful yea r u n d e r t h e l e a d e r s h i p 
of our p r e s i d e n t , Mrs . M a r g a r e t 
Kenny. 

W i t h a n i n c r e a s e in ou r m e m ­
b e r s h i p , w e h a d s o m e very l ively 
a n d In te res t ing d i s c u s s i o n s a t our 
m e e t i n g s w h i c h t a k e p l a c e o n e 
n i g h t e a c h m o n t h . T h e I .C A . i s 
growing a n d deve lop ing w i t h over 
twenty t h r e e t h o u s a n d m e m b e r s 
na t ionwide . 

W e h a v e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s o n 
m a n y na t iona l c o m m i t t e e s 
including: T h e Counci l for t h e 
S t a t u s of W o m e n a n d T h e Con­
federa t ion of Fami ly Organisa ­
t ions in E u r o p e . I t s a i m s a r e t o 
p r o m o t e family i n t e r e s t s in t h e 
E.C. T h e I . C A is t h e only m e m ­
b e r from I r e l a n d w i t h full vo t ing 
r i gh t s . 

Mrs . Veronica F reyne , Mayo 
v ice-pres iden t , a t t e n d e d t h e 
E u r o p e a n P a r l i m e n t in S t r a s ­
bourg , F r ance , w i t h t h e Execu­
tive. P r o p o s a l s from ou r m e m b e r s 
w e r e de l i ve red t o our E u r o p e a n 
Min i s t e r s , w h o a r e work ing s o 
h a r d on our behalf . 

A l t h o u g h w e , in t h e I . C A . , a r e 
st i l l very i n t e r e s t e d in craf ts , a r t 
a n d d r a m a , we a r e b e c o m i n g 
m o r e aware of w h a t we c a n d o for 
ourse lves a n d our local c o m m u ­
nity. 

T h e physica l ly a n d m e n t a l l y 
h a n d i c a p p e d r e m a i n our m o s t 
Impor t an t conce rn a n d t h i s y e a r 
we a l so r a i s e d financial s u p p o r t 
for t h e " A w a r e " c h a r i t y appea l . 

Our S u m m e r t e r m e n d e d w i t h 
a very enjoyable t ou r of Sl igo a n d 
t h e " Y e a t s " country. We h o p e 
t h a t m a n y m o r e of t h e local 
l a d i e s wtìl b e e n c o u r a g e d to jo in 
our assoc ia t ion w h e r e t h e y will 
find p l e a s u r e , a n ou t í e t for t h e i r 
own par t icu la r t a l e n t s a n d our 
incent ive to go on t ry ing n e w 
t h i n g s . 

Commi t t ee : P r e s i d e n t , Mrs . 
Margare t Kenny; Vice-Pres iden t , 
Mrs . Ann McHugh ; Secre ta ry , 
Mrs . Mary Donnedy ; T r e a s u r e r , 
Mrs . Maura F i t zmaur i ee ; P R O , 
Mrs . C a t h e r i n e Carney . 

BaUyhaunis 
Boxing Club 

After a n a b s e n c e s of 2 3 yea r s , 
a t a pub l i c m e e t i n g h e l d in 

t h e H o r s e S h o e I n n on t h e 1 6 t h 
February , 1989 , i t w a s d e c i d e d to 
ac t iva te t h e Boxing C l u b w h i c h 
h a d b e e n inact ive s ince 1966 . 
P r e s e n t a t t h a t m e e t i n g t o g e t h e r 
w i t h m a n y p a r e n t s w a s t h e l a t e 
T o m Glynn, R I . P . , w h o s e 
exploi ts i n t h e box ing a r e n a w e r e 
w e d known b o t h in I r e l a n d a n d 
In t h e U.S . A c o m m i t t e e w a s 
formed, s o m e t r a in ing g e a r w a s 
p u r c h a s e d a n d t h e c l u b com­
m e n c e d t r a in ing u n d e r r e n o w n e d 
t r a ine r a n d coach , P e a d a r Kfl-
course . 

I n i t s f i rs t s e a s o n a s a revived 
boxing c lub , loca l b o x e r s con­
t e s t e d 3 6 b o u t s in t o u r n a m e n t s 
aU over t h e count ry , r e su l t i ng in 
2 3 wins , w h i c h Inc luded 1 1 Mayo 
c h a m p i o n s , 7 C o n n a c h t c h a m p i ­
o n s a n d t h e f irs t Ba l lyhaunis Ad-
I r e l a n d c h a m p i o n in over 4 0 
yea r s , D a r r e n Conlon. T h e c lub Is 
now in i t s t h i r d yea r a n d Is going 
from s t r e n g t h t o s t r e n g t h , a n d 
h a s a m e m b e r s h i p of 3 4 young 
boxers . A t t h i s t i m e , on b e h a l f of 
t h e p a r e n t s , b o x e r s , a n d commi t ­
t e e I w i s h to t h a n k everyone w h o 
con t r ibu ted in any way to m a k i n g 
t h e c l u b w h a t i t Is today. 

I t is a c l u b t h a t we, a s p e o p l e 
of BaUyhaunls a n d s u r r o u n d i n g 
a rea , a r e p r o u d of a n d a c l u b 
recognised a n d a d m i r e d all over 
I r e l and a n d m a n y p a r t s of Eng­
l and . 

Long m a y i t con t inue . 
S e a m u s Wald ron , Sec . 

B a l l y h a u n i s b o x e r s ' v i s i t to R a n d l e s t o w n , C o . A n t r i m ( l e f t / r ight ) : P e a d a r 
Kilcourse, David Conlon , Michael Lyons , Gerard Lyons , A n d r e w M c G o w a n , 
Paul O'Neill , J o h n P. Ki lcourse , Patrick W a l d r o n , Eugene B r e n n a n , Damien 
Conlon, John Coffey, John Nolan, Jim McKegmitt (Treasurer); Michael Lyon*. 
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N S P C C cyc le or 
1 9 9 1 cyc le 

" S H O U L D i t h u r t t o b e a 
c h i l d " ? T h i s w a s t h e s logan of 
t h e N S P C C a n d t h e cycle t h i s 
yea r w a s for t h i s Society . F r iday , 
7 t h J u n e , w a s a beau t i fu l s u n n y 
day , a n d d e s p i t e t h e fact t h a t t h e 
w e a t h e r fo recas t for S a t u r d a y 
w a s no t good , h o p e w a s h i g h t h a t 
i t wou ld b e a n ice d a y for t h e 
cycle. AU w a s r e a d y for t h e day , 
d u e to t h e g e n e r o u s efforts of 
Pa t r i c i a Byrne , A g h a m o r e , a n d 
Margie P h l d i p s , M a i n S t r e e t . T h e 
r o u t e for t h e cycle w a s ca l l ed t h e 
Mayo r o u t e - BaUyhaun l s , Knock , 
C h a r l e s t o w n , Swinford , Be lca r r a , 
C a s d e b a r , W e s t p o r t , Ba l l in robe , 
C l a r e m o r r i s , K n o c k a n d b a c k 
h o m e to BaUyhaun l s . 

S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g d a w n e d a 
we t , w i n d y day , a n d n o w a y en t ic ­
ing to go o u t of d o o r s , no t to 
t h i n k of cycl ing. H o w e v e r , t h e 
cycl is ts a r r i v e d a t T h e S q u a r e . 
Everyone w a s w o n d e r i n g a r e w e 
going or w i d w e p o s t p o n e t h e 
cycle. T h e y d e c i d e d to go. T h e y 
w e r e p e o p l e of g r e a t c o u r a g e to 
s e t for th . M o s t of t h e cycUsts d i d 
t h e who le r o u t e , o n e or two w h o 
w e r e b e g i n n e r s on s u c h a cycle 
d i d over had" t h e Journey. G r e a t 
c r e d i t i s d u e t o t h e cyc l i s t s , a s on 
t h e r o u t e t h e r e w e r e p a r t s of t h e 
r o a d s very e x p o s e d , a n d no h o p e 
of a U t d e s h e l t e r from w i n d a n d 
ra in . 

W h d e t h e cyc l i s t s w e r e on t h e 
rou t e s o m e g e n e r o u s v o l u n t e e r s 
r e m a i n e d In Ba l lyhaun i s a n d col­
l ec t ed a l l d a y l ong from t h e gen-

Baptisims *91 
T o D o m i n i c a n d G e r a l d i n e Murphy , D u b l i n Ro ad , Bal lyhaunis , a son , 

K e n n e t h . 
T o Michae l a n d K a t h l e e n W e b b , 1 3 S t a t i on R i se , a son , S e a m u s . T o 

G e r a r d a n d Pa t r i c i a Pluf lket t , For th iU, a son, D a m i e n . 
T o Noel a n d D y m p n a F o d i a r d , Ki l t aboe , a d a u g h t e r , S h a u n a Ann. T o 

Br i an a n d C a r m e l H igg ins , a d a u g h t e r , S i n e a d Aisl ing. 
T o T e r e n c e a n d E d e e n M c D o n a g h , Too ra r ee , a d a u g h t e r , Mary. 
T o Michae l a n d C h r i s t i n e Nolan , 17 S t a t i on R i se , a son , S h a n e J o h n . 
T o Michae l a n d Mary T . Griffin, Devlis , a d a u g h t e r , Ma i read Monica. 
T o K i e r a n a n d T e r e s a F i t z m a u r i e e , G u r t e e n b e g , a son , Fergal J o h n . 
T o J o h n a n d Ann M c D o n a g h , Too ra r ee , a d a u g h t e r , Ann Mar ie Br ig id . 
T o J a r l a t h a n d C a r m e l Ronayne , C lagnagh , a son , S e a n T h o m a s . 
T o S e a n a n d J o a n Kllboyle , C a s d e k n o c k , Dubl in , a son , David J a m e s . 
T o D e s m o n d a n d C a t h e r i n e R u a n e , Lurgan , a son Adr ian . 
T o D o n a l d a n d O r l a Moran , Knox St , a son , Kevin Pa t r i ck . 
T o J o l i n a n d Ann D u r k a n , Devl is , a son , S e a n T e r e n c e . 
T o Pasca l a n d G e r a l d i n e Keegan , 1 1 Ais l ing Drive , a d a u g h t e r , 

MicheUe J o s e p h i n e , 
T o J o h n a n d M a r g a r e t M c D o n a g h , An Lochan , a son , Mar t in . 
T o J o h n J . a n d S a r a KeUy, Knox St , a d a u g h t e r , M a u r a Una. 
T o A u s t i n a n d A n n Cr ibb in , Lecarrow, a son , NlaU J o h n . 
T o G e r a r d a n d C h r i s t i n a Lemion , 2 9 S t a t i on Rise , a d a u g h t e r , Mary 

C h r i s t i n a , 
T o A d r i a n a n d B r e e d a Murray , Knox St , a d a u g h t e r , A ideen E l i zabe th . 
T o L u k e a n d Ce l ine Murray, H a z e l h d l , a d a u g h t e r , R i o n a Anne. 
T o Michae l J . a n d Mary Lyons, a d a u g h t e r , N i a m h G r a c e . 
T o J o s e p h a n d R o s e Free ley , Haze lh i l l , a son , Paul G e r a r d . , 
T o G e r a r d a n d B e a t r i c e Breruian, Devl is , a son, J u s t i n Ca tha l . 
T o P a t r i c k a n d K a t h l e e n Daly, Cherryf ie ld , a d a u g h t e r , Mar t ina 

M a r t h a . 
T o Michae l a n d G e r a l d i n e McDonagh , Li6bane, a son, J o h n Franc i s . 
T o Michae l a n d Pa r i c i a W a l s h e , Lelxllp, a d a u g h t e r , G r a c e Pat r ic ia . 
T o H u g h a n d S tac ia Carney , C las sa roe , a son , Pau l J o s e p h . 
T o F r a n k a n d J u d i Mull igan, T a m p a , F lor ida , a son, Zacha ry Franc is . 

e r o u s pub l i c . £ 1 , 2 0 0 h a s b e e n 
fo rwarded to t h e N S P C C a n d 
a c k n o w l e d g m e n t r ece ived . 

T h i s oppor tun i ty is t a k e n t o 
t h a n k e a c h a n d everyone w h o 

h e l p e d in anyway, t h e cyc l i s t s , 
t h e voluntary co l lec tors in Bally­
h a u n i s , a n d t h e young p e o p l e 
w h o co l lec ted hi t o w n s a s t h e y 
p a s s e d t h r o u g h t h e m . 

St . Mary's Primary Schoo l First Communion Class , May 19th, 1 9 9 1 , In St . Patrick's Parish Church. - First row: Vincent 
Kedian, Eddie Kilcourse, Michael Kilcourse, J o h n Lyons, S tephen D o n o h o e , Jason and Martin Coffey, Neo l McGuire, Henry 
Forde . S e c o n d row: Clara Buckley, Laura Byrne, Tara Nestor , Sandra Waldron, Siobhan Lyons, Janinè Gallagher Orla Mul­
rennan, Claire Healy, Heather Noone , Tara Nevta, S inéad ( ) i l a g a n . Aine Cribbin. Louise Jjuy. Third row. Kenneth Waldron, 
Jonat h a n Murphy, Lorraine Brennan, El izabeth Rabbltte , Karen Jordan, Jacklyn Moran, Fiona Murphy, Orla Ryan, Annie 
Tighe , AUson Ruane , Barry Coram, S i m o n McDonagh . Fourth or back row: Abjn Lucey, Colm Rudden, S tephen Gaiety, P . J . 
Al len, T o m Maughan, Eo in McManus, Robert Coyne, Hugh Carney, T o m McDonagh, Patrick Freeley David Murphy Liam 
Gildea, J o h n Fitzmauriee. 
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Saint Jarlath's 
College 
B y A n t h o n y J o r d a n 

Male p o s t - p r i m a r y s t u d e n t s of 
t he 1 9 9 0 s m a y no t b e a w a r e , t h a t 
in former y e a r s , t o g e t a sec­
ondary e d u c a t i o n , t h e i r p r e d e c e s ­
sors in B a d y h a u n l s , h a d t o leave 
t h e town a n d go t o l ive a s b o a r d ­
e rs in va r ious loca t ions a r o u n d 
the country . T h i s w a s d u e t o c ler­
ical pol i t ics a s t h e Augus t i n i ans 
were d i s c o u r a g e d by d i o c e s a n 
a u d i o r i d e s from se t t i ng u p a 
boys ' s e c o n d a r y school in t h e 
town. So i t w a s t h a t boys from 
Bal lyhaunis a n d i t s envi rons , 
went t o p l a c e s l i k e T u a m , Bal­
l a g h a d e r r e e n , Ba l l inas loe , Bal-
lyfin, Rosc rea , D u n g a r v a n a n d 
even Dub l in , a s twelve or th i r ­
teen-year-olds . Many of t h e m 
tíien b e c a m e s t r a n g e r s t o Bady­
h a u n l s a n d t h e i r local p e e r s , pa r ­
t icularly f ema le o n e s , from t h a t 
early age . B u t , In a s e n s e , t h e y 
were t h e lucky o n e s . T h e i r pa r ­
e n t s cou ld afford t h e fees or e l s e 
t h e y won s c h o l a r s h i p s , or j o i n e d 

rel igious congrega t ions . T h e r e 
were four boys in our famdy, a n d 
for w h a t e v e r r ea son , ma in ly eco­
nomic , I feel 6ure, I w a s t h e only 
one c h o s e n to b e s e n t t o a b o a r d ­
ing school . I n S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 5 5 , 1 
a n d several o t h e r boys from Bal­
lyhaunis , t o o k t h e Ga lway b u s , 
from o u t s i d e B e r t i e Cur ley ' s in 
Clare S t r ee t , t o T u a m , Co. Ga l ­
way. I t w a s a j ou rney in to t h e 
unknown, b u t one w h i c h t l i rew 
u p i t s comical m o m e n t s , two of 
t h e ear l ies t , I n o w r e c a d . 

The "Tá Sé Fears" 
T h e t a d , s eve re looking, p r i e s t 

we lcomed u s a d t o S t . J a r l a t h ' s 
College a n d t o h i s c l a s s in par t ic ­
u lar . H e w a s s u r e t h a t we would 
a d h a v e a very fruitful year . "Now 
h a n d s u p t h o s e boys from Conna-
m a r a " h e sa id . T w o h a n d s w e r e 
ra ised . Such a r e q u e s t w a s 
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e , a s h e w a s t h e 

t e a c h e r of Gae i lge . B u t t h e n h e 
s a id , "now h a n d s u p tiiose boys 
from Ba l lyhaun i s " . I l ooked 
a r o u n d to c a t c h E d w a r d M o r a n ' s 
eye a n d s a w h i m r a i s e h i s h a n d . I 
r a i s e d m i n e too. B u t w h a t w a s i t 
a d a b o u t ? T h e p r i e s t n o d d e d in 
a p p a r e n t sa t is fact ion. B u t h e 
gave no c lue a s t o t h e r e a s o n for 
h i s ques t ions . Nor d i d h e s e e k to 
a sce r t a in w h e r e any o t h e r of t h e 
p u p d s c a m e from. We were 
young, far away from h o m e a n d 
very vu lnerab le . T h e i dea of ask­
ing t h e I r i s h t e a c h e r w h y h e h a d 
a s k e d s u c h ques t i ons d i d no t 
even c ross our m i n d s . 

La te r t h a t s a m e day, we got 
t h e answer t o our u n a s k e d ques­
tion. I t a p p e a r e d t h e I r i s h 
t e a c h e r a lways a s k e d t h e s a m e 
two ques t ions of t h e first yea r 
c lass . H e w a n t e d t o k n o w t h e 
e x t r e m e s of t h e c l a s s ba lance on 
in h i s s u b j e c t " B u t w h y Bady­
h a u n l s ? " I a s k e d , "why no t 
T u a m , Mill town, D u n m o r e or 
C a s d e b a r ? " . T h e first-year p u p d , 
w h o h a d got t h e information from 
h i s o lde r b r o t h e r , w h o was a 
four th year , s m d e d before reply­
ing, " I t s e e m s , B a d y h a u n l s boyB 
a r e known in t h e I r i s h c l a s se s 
h e r e a s ' t h e t a se fears ' . " "Why is 
t h a t ? " I a s k e d , pe rp lexed . 

• CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

Loading b e e t at Ballyhaunis Stat ion - P. Kenny and ML P l u n k e t t 
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 

Where Is 
Ballaghaderreen 

T h e next morning, we had our 
first geography class. The teacher 
was a priest from Connamara, 
who spoke, mostiy "as gaeilge", a 
language, his language anyway, 
that Edward Moran and I had 
never heard before. It was very 
boring. We could not amuse our­
selves by looking out die windows 
as the bottom panes were of 
frosted glass. Occasionally, the 
priest would break into our "lun-
gua franca", which, the way he 
pronounced it, sounded very 
strange. A t least, he was not 
making any cracks about Bally­
haunis! After a while, I began to 

understand some words he was 
using, when he spoke English. 
He seemed to be talking about 
County Roscommon. Th is was 
Interesting. He even mentioned 
Ballaghaderreen, which was only 
down the road from where I 
lived. 

Edward Moran and I 
exchanged a quick smile across 
the classroom floor. The priest 
appeared to be including Bal­
laghaderreen in County Roscom­
mon. He did not mention Mayo at 
ad. I felt sure I would have recog­
nised the word "Muigh E o " . Why 
was he putting Ballaghaderreen 
in Roscommon, I wondered. He 
named it a few times without 
mentioning Mayo. T h e next thing, 
I knew, my hand was in the air 
and the priest had stopped talk­
ing. He did not appear to be too 
pleased by this first interruption, 
but he invited me to speak, at 
least I presumed so. Not putting 
a tooth in it, or leaving any room 
for manouvre, I said, "Bal­
laghaderreen is in County Mayo". 
Though there were thirty-six boys 
in the room, it was ad deadly 
quiet as they waited. The priest 
seemed surprised, but took it 
calmly. In his strange English, he 

asserted that Ballaghaderreen 
was, In fact, in County Roscom­
mon. "But I know it is in County 
Mayo. I live in Knox Street, Bady­
haunls and Baflaghaderreen is 
out our road", I said. Everybody 
held their breath. "That is no 
p roo f he said, "what else have 
you to say?". " W e d " I began, 
realising I could not draw back 
now, nor could I ask Edward 
Moran to come in as a second, 
because I did not think he had 
the Inform al ion I had. "I play 
football for Ballyhaunis in the 
East Mayo championship. Th is 
Summer, we went to Bal­
laghaderreen to play against 
them in the East Mayo champi­
onship, so it must be in Mayo", I 
maintained. 

Nobody cheered, nobody 
clapped, nobody even moved his 
feet. T h e priest was stopped in 
his tracks, I thought He did not 
make any reply, but flicked 
through the Geography book, 
looking for a reference, I felt He 
did not find one. Then he said 
definitively, not in any threaten­
ing way, " I know Baflaghaderreen 
is in County Roscommon". Th is 
time I made no reply and the 
class continued. 

T h c 1 9 1 6 Commemorat ive Parade, included are- Val Rartiu y a 
Mick Tarmey, Eddie Bleary, Declan Lyons, J U t t O l w S * * * * * ' C y U Coyne (R.I .P.) , S e a n Griffin BU£•* 
dron, J i m m y Ruane, T o m Gilmore. "wyer , iier McOarry, Willie Coyne, Will ie Toolan , Mike Coen , Matt Wal-

"Because" he replied, laughing, 
"they're useless at Irish. They 
think that the correct Irish for 
'he is a man' is, 'tá sé fear*." "Is 
that a fact?" I managed to reply, 
trying to conceal that I too saw 
nothing wrong in such a transla­
tion. "That 's why they got the 
nickname from the priest as the 
'ta sé fears'." he said. 



WW r 
I P A E A. Waldron's poetic description of. 

A meeting in 1984 
The late P. A. Waldron, the noted poet and scholar from Knox S t , Bal­

lyhaunis, will never be forgotten In his native area because of the vast 
number of poems and other literary works which he penned, and which 
are 6till sought after to the present day. Recently when doing some 
research work for the Ballyhaunis GAA Club, Mr. Michael Waldron, 
Cave, Ballyhaunis, came across the following poem by P. A. concerning a 
fictitious meeting in 1934. There have been many requests to have It 
published again, as all the names mentioned in the poem were residents 
of t he town, all of them, sadly, gone to their eternal reward. Such was 
the popularity of PA. 's poetic works that to be included in them by 
name was always considered a distinction. 

The meeting in 1934 
With much reflection and deep dejection, 
I often think of a meeting, 
Where Patrick Neary told Michael Cleary to stop talking and taken 
the chair. 
then William Healy and Patrick Freely, 
Jumped up together to make a speech 
But Pete OMalley and Sergeant Sally, 
Made frantic notions to Johnny Leetch. 
2 
The floor was taken by a man from Bekan, 
Whose name was mentioned by Francis Glynn, 
But in a minute he wasn't in it, 
For who was speaking but Conor Flynn, 
And in a hurry came Johnny Murray, 
With strong supporters like Peter Lynch, 
And Peter Hannon and Tom Concannon, 
Who were all spouting for Richard Trench. 
Then Joe McQueeney and Bruddy Kenny, 
Walked out together in supreme disgust. 
While Sonny Benson told Thomas Stenson, 
To make a speech and he said he must. 
3 
Then George Delaney from Castleblayney, 
Or Castle something or Castlerea, 
Spoke words of warning until towards morning. 
The wildest morning that one could see. 
With all the bluster that George could muster, 
For he spoke in accents both hud and deep. 
Till looking round him he surely found them. 
Immersed in slumber and fast asleep. 
Only Pat McGarry and Thomas Barry, 
Were softly talking concerning paint. 
And Tommy Forry thought very sorry. 
Was so excited he had to faint 
4 
But with a hurley came Michael Curley, 
To clear a space to have a dance. 
And Johnny Durkan was soon a workin' 
Like the hero bold of an old romance. 
While Michael Foudy and a man named Drudy, 
Were singing songs about ould plaid shawls. 
Till Paddy Byme said: "III have ye team'. 
That ye must practice in some other halls. 
5 
"I'd give a shilling', said Johnny Dillon, 
To any villian who would chuck them out. 
When Ed. Fitzgerald with an "Evening Herald", 
Stepped in to see what it was all about. 
Then Pocky Caulfield said: 'I think it's awful. 
Such queer proceedings were never seen", 
There's only one way, said Johnny Conway, 
Going out the window with Tommy Greene 

St. Vincent de 
Paul Society 

We m e e t every night In t h e 
Parochial House at 9p.m. in 

Summer, and 8.30p.m. in winter. 
T h e meet ings , he ld in strict con­
fidence, last about three quarters 
of an hour. A long meet ing i s 
interupted at 10 o'clock by t h e 
Canon's, newly acquired, cuckoo 
c l o c k Luke Lawlor, Pres ident , 
chairs the meet ing. Canon 
Costelloe reads a short reflection 
and we may d i scuss th i s . Mem­
bers then raise anything that h a s 
come to their attention and w e 
make dec is ions combining char­
ity and prudence as b e s t w e can. 
We try to b e a s helpful a s w e can 
at back to school t ime, Christ­
mas , Confirmation, etc. , We also 
encourage people to save a l i t t le 
and not to b e c o m e too dependent 
on us . However w e would encour­
age people w h o have fallen on 
hard t i m e s even though they may 
appear we 11 off to cad on u s and 
we will b e a s helpful as w e can. 
Again w e thank all of you for your 
most appreciated he lp and good 
wdl. 

Members: Luke Lawlor, Mary 
Lawlor, Mary Higgins, Teresa 
Murphy, Breege Coyne, Angela 
Joyce, Noel Waldron, Sr. 
Dympna, Canon Costelloe, Sr. 
Rosario. Matt O'Dwyer, Secre­
tary. 

Dear Editor 
In order to create some 

employment, I suggest that the 
Government should plant t rees in 
all of the waste lands around t h e 
West of Ireland and e l sewhere . 

Such lands are s o low-lying, s o 
wet and covered in rushes and 
sedge , that animals, no matter 
what kind, can never graze upon 
them. Also, the lands are u s e l e s s 
for tiding. The lands are lying 
idle for thousands of years and 
why not make use of them by 
planting trees. Ireland could then 
have its own timber. 

Planting trees is not a difficult 
Job. I should think that i ts much 
nicer, looking at trees around the 
country, than rugged wet ground, 
a s some people are Inclined to 
think that trees spoil the v i ews of 
the country-side. 

Yours truly 
J o h n A. Freeley, 

Brackloon South , 
BaUyhaunls, 

Co. Mayo. 
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Mental ly Handicapped Outing t o Bunratty - front, left t o right: R o s e Nolan, Maura Mooney, Annette Rattigan, Sheery, May 
Murphy, Mary Rat t igan , Carmel De laney , I rma Fol l iard, Catherine Collins, .Jerome Murphy. Back, left t o right: Andrew 
McHale , Michae l Durdry, Patricia Byrne, J o s e p h Brennan, S. Phil l ips , Frank Byrne, Paul Carney, Paddy Diskin , Rosemary-
Rodgers . Standing: Bunratty Singers . 
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On 1 7 t h Oc tobe r of t h i s year , 
C l o o n t u m p e r na t ive , A n n e 

Dufly, t o g e t h e r w i t h h e r A r m a g h -
b o r n h u s b a n d , S t e p h e n Toa l , cel­
e b r a t e d 5 6 y e a r s of w e d d e d b l i s s . 
H o m e to S t e p h e n a n d A n n e today 
is S tockpor t , o n t h e o u t s k i r t s of 
M a n c h e s t e r , E n g l a n d . 

T h e y e a r w a s 1936 w h e n Steve 
a c c o m p a n i e d h i s n e w b r i d e t o 
B a d y h a u n l s o n h i s f irs t vis i t . 
S ince t h e n A n n e a n d S teve have 
b e e n r e g u l a r v i s i t o r s t o t h e Duffy 
h o u s e h o l d a t C l o o n t u m p e r w h e r e 
Anne ' s b r o t h e r , T o m ' S p e a r ' 
Duffy r e s i d e s . 

S teve a n d A n n e h a v e 5 c h d ­
d r e n , J o l u i , S t e p h e n , Michae l , 
E d e e n a n d A n n e . 

D u r i n g t h e w a r y e a r s o f 1 9 3 9 to 
1945 , S t e v e a n d A n n e m o v e d 
from s h e d - t o r n M a n c h e s t e r to 
t h e q u i t e s e r e n e s h e l t e r of Cloon­
t u m p e r in n e u t r a l W e s t e r n I re ­
l a n d . S t e p h e n , t h e coup l e ' s 
s econd s o n w a s b o r n in to Cloon­
t u m p e r d u r i n g t h i s t i m e . 

At d i e t i m e of wr i t i ng , a young 
l ad by t h e n a m e of K i e r a n Toal i s 
m a k i n g t h e b r e a k t ì i r o u g h on t h e 
r e se rve t e a m of t h e m o s t famous 
spo r t i ng i n s t i t u t i on In t h e wor ld -
M a n c h e s t e r U n i t e d FootbaU 
Club . H i s f a t h e r w a s o n e S t e p h e n 
Toal w h o f i rs t s a w t h e l i g h t of 
d a y in t h e m i s t s of Q o o n t u m p e r 

5 0 y e a r s ago . Young Kie ran h a s 
a l r e a d y c o m e to p r o m i n e n c e a t 
u n d e r a g e level for t h e Repub l i c 
of I r e l a n d hav ing previously 
re jec ted offers from t h e Scot t i sh 
a n d N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d Footbal l 
Assoc ia t ions . H e w d l soon b e a 
c o n t e n d e r for p romot ion to a r a n k 
in ' J a c k ' s Army' . 

P robab ly t h i s coun t ry ' s m o s t 

Cloontumper - the 
Stalker connection 

Anne Duffy together with her Armagh-born husband, S tephen Toal , celebrating 
5 6 years o f wedded bl iss . 

r eve red a n d respec ted of Br i t i sh 
Po l icemen, Mr. J o h n Sta lker , 
took t h e opportunity t o explore 
t h e golfing, fishing a n d social 
m e r i t s of t h e West of I r e l and ear­
l ier t h i s s u m m e r . T h r o u g h h i s 
associa t ion a n d fr iendship wi th 
t h e Toal famdy in Manches te r , 
Mr. S t a l k e r sought out a n d 
uncovered t h e Duffy res ident ia l 
h o m e In Cloontumper . 

T h e former Chief Constable 
was we lcomed into t h e par lour 

a n d afforded a s u p from t h e bot -
tie w i t h s o m e h o m e - m a d e brown 
s o d a b r e a d b y t h a t h o u s e s k e e p e r 
- T o m 'Sp ea r ' rxdfy. 

M e a n w h d e h e a d i n g for t h e i r 
5 7 t h y e a r t o g e t h e r h i wedlock, 
S teve a n d A n n e l ive h a p p d y in 
r e t i r e m e n t in M a n c h e s t e r pe rus ­
ing " T h e Rac ing P o s t " " T h e D a d y 
E x p r e s s " a n d t h e " T h e Wes te rn 
P e o p l e " a n d look ing forward t o 
nex t s u m m e r s a n n u a l visi t t o 
Cloontumper . Mike Byrne 

Annagh wishes happy retirement to 

I 
• 

Paddy Laffey. B. Agr. Sc.. Paddy 
gave 36 y e a r s ' se rv ice to t h e 
tanning community in thc area. Maura Griffin Sr. Dolores Vera O'Connell 



An elderly resident 
r e m e m b e r s . . . 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

On t h e s e long winters 
evenings, Instead o f sitting in 
front of the televis ion, it m a k e s a 
pleasant change to visit , speak 
with and l i s ten to somebody w h o 
has l ived and worked in your 
locality for many more years than 
you have l ived. What better per­
son to l i s ten to than somebody 
whose l ivel ihood for fifty years 
and more involved a daily com­
munication be tween town and 
country and regular conversation 
with a large number of people 
from a wide variety of back­
grounds. S o m u c h the better if 
that person Is b l e s s e d with a 
memory w h i c h can recall events 
of 1916 as clearly a s those of las t 
w e e k T h e space al lowed here 
and the literary skill of the writei 
is not adequate to give a detai led 
account of the life, t i m e s and phi­
losophy of such an Interesting 
character and s o th i s article only 
claims to b e a short select ion of 
i tems of local historical interest 
which c a m e up in a recent con­
versation. 

T h e D u d l e y A r m s 
H o t e l a n d t h e P o s t 
O f f i c e 

Delaney's s h o p and public 
house in Bridge Street was previ­
ously owned by Foudys but before 
that It w a s a s h o p and hotel 
owned by Mr. J o h n Farragher (a 
native of Ballinrobe w h o came to 
Ballyhaunis i n l 8 8 7 ) . Th i s hotel 
was originally cal led: T h e Rail­
way Hotel ' but it later came to b e 
called T h e Dudley Arms Hotel' . 
One of the town's o ld stock told 
us how th i s happened and gave 
us s o m e idea of what the town 
was l ike in those years of the 
races when Ballyhaunis was one 
of the b e s t known and wealthiest 
towns in Connaught : "There was 
a balcony along the first floor of 
The Railway Hotel , the full 
length of the bui lding and out 
over the footpath. Here, the lords 
and ladles and others from the 
so-called 'cream of society', w h o 
stayed in the hotel during the 
races, u s e d to s i t in their finery 
during the long s u m m e r s 

evenings drinking and talking. 
The Governor General of Ireland 
- Lord Dudley, and h i s wife came 
to the races on one occasion and 
stayed in this , one of three hote ls 
in the town at the time. Mr Far­
ragher asked h im if h e could 
rename the hotel in h i s honour, 
Dudley allowed h im to do so and 
the hotel's new name was 
adopted. On th i s occasion also, 
Lady Dudley was presented with 
a bouquet of flowers by the post­
masters wife, Mrs. Edward 
Killeen (nee McGovern). With 
that, the Governor General 
immediately elevated the Post 
Office in status and put Swinford, 
Charlestown, Kiltimagh and their 
sub-offices under its control. Inci­
dentally, the Post Office was 
moved to where it is today In the 
early years of this century from 
Main Street, where Joe Tighes 
shop is today". Our source told 
us that the last British postmas­
ter in Ballyhaunis was one Mr. 
Porteur. 

1 9 1 6 

One of h i s memories of this 
historic year Is of the R I . C . tak­
ing down the British Crest from 
over the door of the Barracks in 
town. In this same year a woman 
lost her life in a Are in Main 
Street: "She was Mrs. Kenny and 
she and her husband ran a furni­
ture and bedding shop In Main 
Street (where Joe Greene's i s 
now), connected to Johnny 
Kenny's big shop (where Concan-
nons/Phil l ips are today) her hus­
band and Johnny being related. 
The house caught fire and was 
blazing as the owners, who were 
safely outside, looked on hope­
lessly. Mrs. Kenny remembered 
the money she had hidden 
beneath the bed and rushed into 
the blazing house to retrieve it, 
she got upstairs but while there 
the floor collapsed and she was 
kil led. 

Of course there were no Fire 
Brigades in those days and I 
remember a 'human chain' pass­
ing buckets of water all the way 
from the town well bes ide the 
post office up to the house to try 
and quench the fire". 

' T o m t h e n a i l e r * 

There were four Tom Byrnes 
working in t h e Main Street area 
in the first ha l f of the century 
and to avoid confusion they were 
referred-to by the ir occupations : 
Tom the Eggler (Val's grandfa­
ther); Tom the Tailor (l ived near 
the church); Tom the Cooper 
(lived in Bekan), and Tom t h e 
Nailer. Tom t h e Nailer was a 
native of Bal laghaderreen and 
came to Ballyhaunis to m a k e 
hobnails in MeNamara's Clog and 
Shoe making Factory in Clare 
Street ( th is factory started up in 
Annagh, s e e K McBrides article 
in 1989 Annagh Magazine). Th i s 
firm was eventually put out of 
bus iness by more mechan i sed 
and competet ive English compa­
nies and so Tom se t up b u s i n e s s 
on h i s own. H i s first workshop 
was in Moran's terrace, a street 
which h e 'christened' "The Dar­
danelles", and it Is by th i s name 
that th i s famous part of t h e town 
is remembered by locals. "Here 
h e worked making nails and later 
other Iron implements until the 
early 1920's when h e moved 
workshop to Barrack Street next 
door to the back entrance t o Gal­
laghers and near Griffins. H e 
had a mysterious liquid in a con­
tainer into wh ich the hot, newly 
cut nai ls were put, It gave t h e m a 
glazed finish and rendered t h e m 
rust-free. H e it was w h o m a d e 
the slate-nails for S t Patrick's 
church, Ballyhaunis, the present 
Parish Church! 

C l o c k m a k e r i n K n o x 
S t r e e t 

Our source has in h i s posses ­
sion a clock which belonged to 
his grandmother, Bid Glavey, of 
Scregg, Aghamore, th is would 
make it at least 120 years o ld 
and it i s still In sound working 
order. It was repaired In 1 9 2 1 by 
one J . Fossett-Tan6ley, a clock-
maker and Jeweller w h o h a d a 
shop where Mrs. Garvey-Moran's 
bookshop is today. He was a 
Protestant and with h i s wife used 
to go to Sunday Service in 
Ballinlough. 

T h e e l e p h a n t a n d t h e 
t a i l o r 

We were told us about the 
American Circuses which u s e d to 
come to town and se t up in 
'Cooney's Field', behind where 
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE Water and electricity 
come to Ballyhawnis 

T d 1932 there was no water 
supply or no public electric light­
ing laid on in this town. Commi-
sioner Bartiey had been 
appointed by the Government to 
replace the local appointments 
committee of the County Council 
which was dismissed by the Gov­
ernment because it refused to 
appoint a Protestant lady to the 
post of County Librarian because 
of her religion. He had a son 
working in the National Bank in 
town and so he came to visit 
here. Whde crossing the street in 
the dark he cut his shin and 
swore that before he came to Bal­
lyhaunis again the town would 
have public lighting and water. 
He fulfilled his promise. The 
coming of the public water supply 
to Badyhaunls was the fulfillment 
of a prophecy made by P A . Wal­

dron in his poem T h e Mayor of 
Badyhaunls' in the line 'Water 
send from Larry's Mdl.' Th is 
refers to the wed near Larry 
O'Brien's old mid in Hazelliill. 

Conclusion 

Th is Is only a small selection of 
historical items recounted by one 
elderly but very alert citizen of 
Badyhaunls during one short 
visit, but hopefudy it is a selec­
tion which wdl be of interest to 
most people who read it. For 
every story printed here, five had 
to be left out but please God 
these wdl appear in future edi­
tions of T h e Annagh Magazine. 
These stories Include tales of 
ghosts and haunted places 
around the town, house-by-house 
accounts of the evolution of the 
streets in die town and tales from 
his days as a postman. 

Paul Waldron, Cave. 

Mrs. Foulard's house is now and 
near the water tower in Upper 
Main Street; "A t a certain time in 
the day after the tent was set up 
the animals would be walked 
down the Main Street to drink in 
the river at the bridge. On one 
occasion wh He the elephants 
were on their way down the 
street this Individual, being par­
ticularly curious put his trunk in 
through the window of Cooney's 
tailor shop which was open, it 
being a very hot day. Inside a 
number of tailors were busy at 
work, but one of them prodded 
the elephant's trunk with a nee­
dle at which the animal just 
puded back quietìy, without 
showing any pain and resumed 
its journey to the river. T h e ele­
phant had its fill of water and 
seemingly didn't dr ink it ad for 
on his way up main street again 
he picked out not only the tadors' 
window but the very tador which 
had offended h im earlier, took 
aim and knocked h im off his seat 
with a jet of water like a hosel -
this was one elephant who clearly 
didn't forget". 

The Parish Churches 
T h e Parish Church in Bally­

haunis is not complete. When the 
church was being budt it was 
intended to have a seventy foot 
high steeple on top. T h e old 
Parish Church was cruciform in 
plan and was where the car park 
is now In front of the present 
Church. It was left standing for a 
number of years after the present 
church was budt and you could 
not see the new church properly 
except from the side. When 
Canon Canning died he was 
replaced by Canon McHugh who 
called a meeting of ad parish on­
ers and said: "It is up to you, the 
parishoners, it's your church, we 
can remove the old church and 
build a new wad or leave it there 
and complete the steeple seventy 
feet higher". T h e people decided 
that die steeple could wait and 
that die church would look nicer 
by sweeping away die old church 
and budding a new wall. T h e 
stones from the old church were 
bought by the Friars who 
Intended at that time to extend 
the Abbey (which Fr. Mansfield 
did later), but t he Provincial or 
Archbishop at die time wouldn't 
allow it and so die stones were 
left lying for years in front of die 
Abbey. They later were brought 
to Cloonfad to budd the church 
there' 



Fire Chief, Sean Freyne 

F r e q u e n t V i s i t o r 
By Henry Madden 

BaUyhaunis Fire 
Service 

The first fire service was se t up 
in Ballyhauni6 In the late 'for­

ties, under the leadership of 
Eddie Biesty. Equipment, at the 
time was primitive, and the ser­
vice operated out of premises In 
Knox Street. In 1957, Clarence 
Grogan (RD?) took over as ch ie f 
and more money was made avail­
able by the County Council for 
such an important service. T h e 
service moved to premises on the 
Circular Road and equipment 
and training improved as the 
years passed . 

The service is now based in a 
single bay station in Clare Street, 
and is under the leadership of 
Station Officer, Sean Freyne. T h e 
equipment consists of a c lass B 
fire tender, built on a Ford chas is 
and powered by a Perkins v.8 
dlesel engine. Six of the mem­
bers are trained breathing appa­
ratus wearers. 

T h e members of the present 
service are Sean Freyne (Station 
Officer), Ed. Mulhern (Sub Offi­
cer), J o h n KildufF, M. J. Lyons, 
M. Griffin, G. Finnegan and M. J. 
Walsh. 

Telephone numbers are (0907) 
3 0 0 5 5 and (0907) 30544 . 

When Margaret Kel leher came 
home last June for the wed­

ding of her grand-niece, Mary 
Teresa Madden, and Martin 
OToole , it was her fifteenth trip 
back to her native land since she 
emigrated to America, as a 
teenager, in 1922 . Born in Erriff, 
Ballyhaunis, a s is ter of the late 

John Lyons, s h e vividly recalls 
the ordeal of the Journey to 
Boston in those far-off days. Trav­
ell ing alone, s h e had to make her 
way to Liverpool to board the 
Cunard Line. It was a s low Jour­
ney, taking e leven days to reach 
New York The passengers were 
then directed to Ell is Island to 
b e checked and treated medi ­
cally by the Immigration Authori­
t ies , who, in her own words 
"were not very nice to u s and 
treated u s l ike cattle". On the 
Journey from New York to Boston, 
she remembers be ing fascinated 
by the beauty of the trees , whose 
foliage was changing colour in 
the late Autumn. 

In Boston, s h e m e t up wi th her 
B i s t e r s , Del ia and Mary, and 
worked by day and took night 
courses in High School , obtaining 
an Elementary Diploma. S h e 
married J im Kelleher, from Mac-
room, h i Co. Cork h i 1928 , and 
they h a d four chi ldren, Jackie , 
J immy, Nancy and Richard. 

The Ireland of today bears no 
resemblance to t h e land s h e left 
in t h e ' twenties and s h e Is 
thrilled by t h e advances made , 
particularly In rural areas, where 
houses n o w have all the conve­
niences 

Like most emigrants, s h e 
retains a d e e p at tachment to Ire­
land and all things Irish - i ts 
dances , song a n d music . S h e i s 
always the life and soul of the 
party a n d retains a z e s t for life 
tljat Is amazing - truly a remark­
able woman. 

Photo taken in Knock (left right): Mrs. Eileen Waldron, Cave; Miss Mary Ellen 
Moran (R.I.P.), Annagh; Mrs. Sarah A n n Waldron, Cave. 

P ic : Courtesy of Maureen Hunt 
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S t Mary1 a Primary School 
Board of Management: 
Chairman, Very Rev. Canon P. 

Costel loe, P.P.; 
Secretary, Mrs. D e l i a Coen; 
Treasurer, Mr. Tony Nestor. 
Parent's Representatives: Mrs 

De l ia Coen and Dr. Michael Bro­
gan. Teaclier's Representative: Mr. 
Augustine K e a m s . Archbishop's 
nominees: Mrs Alacoque 
McManus, Mr. T im Shanley (who 
replaced Mr. Donal Ahern on the 
Board during 1990) . Mr. Tony 
Nestor and Very Rev. Canon P. 
Costel loe. Principal: Mr. J i m 
Lundon. 

Teaching staff: Principal, J i m 
Lundon; Vice-Principal, Augus­
tine Keams; Mrs Peggy Cruise, 
Mrs Kath leen Lyons, Mrs Betty 
Regan, Miss Ais l ing Toal, Mrs 
Margaret O'Flaherty a n d Miss 
Laura Finn, R e m e d i a l Teacher 
Mrs Caitiin Jennings . 

Confirmation: s ixty-two pupds 
in fifth and s ix th c l a s s e s were 
confirmed by H i s Grace Dr. 
J o s e p h Cass idy, Archbi shop of 
Tuam, on Sunday, 9 t h J u n e In St. 
Patrick's Par ish Church. Dr. Cas­
s idy v is i ted t h e school a few days 
prior to t h e Confirmation cere­
mony. 

S t Mary's Primary School - Mr. Peter Quinn, President of the G.A.A., visited St. 
Mary's Primary School and Ballyhaunis Community School, in 1991. Left/right: 
John Prenty , M a y o County Secretary; Sean 0 Domhnai l l , Bal lyhaunis G.A.A. 
Secretary; Peter Quinn, President of the G.A.A.; Hugh Rudden , Chairman, East 
M a y o B o a r d , G.A.A. ; V i n c e n t W a l s h , M a y o Y o u t h s ' Off icer; J i m L u n d a n , 
Principal, S t Mary's , Ballyhaunis. 

First Communlotv Forty-seven 
boys and girls received their First 
Communion from Very Rev. 
Canon P. Costedoe, P.P., on Sun­
day, 19th May, 1991 , in St. 
Patrick's Parish Church. T h e 
teachers were Mrs Kathleen 
Lyons and Mrs M. O'Flaherty. 

Visit by President of the G.A.A. 
Mr Peter Quinn v is i ted the 

Fr. M a t t C o o n e y , O . S . A , 

During t h e two shor t years 
that Fr. Matt Cooney was 

Prior at d i e August inian in Bady­
haunls h e m a d e many material 
improvements to t h e historic 
abbey and grounds. 

T h e Clonmel native, w h o 
departed d u e t o i l lness on t h e 
11th of D e c e m b e r , 1 9 9 0 , h a d the 
abbey repainted in i ts beautiful 
new format H e put up l ight ing to 
h ighl ight t h e abbey. H e a lso got 
a FAS group to work in t h e abbey 
graveyard. 

T h e tad Fr. Cooney, w i th h i s 
drole s e n s e of humour, w a s a 
fain iliar figure around t h e town 
a s h e was Involved in many sport­
ing organisations, and m a d e 
many good fr iends during h i s 
brief stay in Bal lyhaunis . 

H e wa s Pres ident botí i o f the 
boxing c lub and the Gael ic foot-
bad club, Secretary of the hurling 
club and a t tended m a t c h e s , tour­
naments and functions organised 
by all of d i e s e bod ie s . H e also got 
on very wel l w i th s t u d e n t s in d i e 
town and w a s a frequent visitor to 
d i e local primary school where 
h e was h ighly popular wi th the 

Ballyhaunis 1991 -
McCarthy. 

Fr. Cooney and Fr. 

pupds. H e a lso brought the 
provincial of the Augustinian 
Order to Badyhaunls on several 
occasions and celebrated the 
twendetí i anniversary of h i s ordi­
nation whi le in the town. 

Due to a necessary operation, 
Fr. Cooney left d i e town late in 
1990. H e revisited last Aprd and 
was in good health. During h i s 
visit h e renewed many of d i e 
friendships h e had m a d e whlie 
Prior in the abbey and it i s hoped 
that h e wdl soon be s e e n in Mayo 
again 

school a few days after h e w a s 
installed as Pres ident of the 
G A A . H e w a s accompanied by 
Mayo County Secretary, J o h n 
Prenty, Badyhaunls G. A A Club; 
Secretary, Sean O'Domhnaill; 
County Youth Officer, Vincent 
Walsh, and East Mayo G A A . 
Chairman, H u g h Rudden. 

Social events: T h e annual 
Valentine's Day Dance for par­
ents and friends of both Primary 
Schools was very w e d at tended in 
Manor House Hotel , Badyhaunls , 
Bridge Club h e l d an Open Bridge 
Competition in aid of bo th 
Schools in Manor H o u s e Hotel . A 
very large crowd of parents and 
friends of the school a t tended 
the Annual School Concert in t h e 
Scout's D e n (a Nativity play was 
also he ld in the school) . 

In sport the pupds competed in 
U-10, U-12, and National 

Schools Football and Hurling, 
Soccer, Boxing, Athlet ics , 

Golf, and Swimming Competi­
tions. Great credit i s due to the 
many people w h o he lp to run 
these competit ions. All c lasses in 
the school went on an educa­
tional tour to places as varied as 
Lough Key Forest Park, Westport 
House , Achdl Leisure Centre, 
Knock Folk Museum, The H i d of 
Tara, Dublin and Dundalk. Many 
pupd6 d id speech and drama 
exams. There w a s also a Mass 
Servers' tour Galway In June . 

Thanks: A sincere word of 
t hanks to Donal Ahern who was a 
member of the Board of Manage­
ment for many years for h i s work. 
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c o n n e c t i o n s 
J i m F r e e l y ( D u r h a m ) 

Iain very p r o u d of m y l i n k s a n d 
connect ions w i t h BaUyhaun l s 

through m y m a n y re la t ives , F ree -
leys a n d W a l d r o n s . 

I a m o n e of m a n y e x p a t r i a t e s 
now living in t h e N o r t h E a s t of 
England. My life h a s b e e n grea t ly 
influenced b y Ba l lyhaun i s a n d 
the a t t i t u d e s a n d s t a n d a r d s of 
it 's peop le . 

You m a y a s k h o w t h i s Is pos s ­
ible. T h e s ing le m o s t i m p o r t a n t 
Influence is o n e ' s fai th. My ear­
liest m e m o r i e s a r e of m y first 
visit abou t 1 9 3 7 / 3 8 . 1 s t ayed for 
my s u m m e r h o l i d a y s w i t h m y 
grandfa ther , P a t r i c k Free ley w h o 
had a very good b u s i n e s s on Main 
Street , nex t d o o r t o J o e a n d Ki t ty 
McQueeney, w h o so ld beaut i fu l 
ice c r e a m c o n e s . 
T h r o u g h o u t t h e h o u s e , w e r e 
examples of t h e famUy's fa i th . 
The S a c r e d H e a r t l a m p In t h e 
bed room, family rosa ry in t h e 
k i t chen e a c h n igh t , daUy v i s i t s 
morning a n d o r af ternoon to t h e 
Church o r t h e Fr iary . 

F ree ley ' s S h o p so ld a v a s t array 
of re l ig ious a r t i c l e s . S a l e s 
r e a c h e d a p e a k o n C r o a g h 
Pat r ick w e e k e n d w h e n t h o u s a n d s 
of peop le from all over I r e l a n d 
went t o p a y t h e i r h o m a g e to our 
nat ional sa in t , 

As a smal l boy, I c lear ly 
r e m e m b e r m y first vis i t t o Knock. 
T h e or ig inal o ld c h u r c h w a s s t i l l f • 1 
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t h e r e . I looked hi awe a t t h e 
la rge n u m b e r of s t i cks a n d 
c r u t c h e s d i s c a r d e d by p i lg r ims . 

My Aunt Ri ta , m a r r i e d t o 
J a m e s Waldron, B a k e r a n d Gro­
cer, of Main S t r ee t , w a s l i k e a 
second m o t h e r . My cousin , Noel 
Waldron a n d I , w e r e l ike b r o t h ­
e r s . We p layed , swam, J u m p e d , 
served M a s s a t t h e Fr ia ry a n d 
enjoyed g r e a t t r i p s in m y Uncle 
J a m e s ' s b r e a d van t o KUkeUy, 
Swinford a n d m a n y o t h e r t owns 
a n d villages t l i roughou t t h e a rea . 

I a m very p l e a s e d I a m stlU in 
close con tac t w i t h m y re la t ives . 
Ti l l s was c e m e n t e d fur ther w h e n 
I v is i ted Ba l lyhaunis h i Novem­
be r , 1990, w h e n I s t ayed w i t h my 
unc le Mike Free ley In B r i d g e 
S t ree t . T h e yea r s roUed b y a s we 
r emin i sced a bou t peop le a n d 
even t s of fifty years ago. H e very 
k ind ly gave m e valuable infbrma-
t ion on t h e Freeley family for m y 
famfly history. 

I would l ike to s h a r e wi th your 
r e a d e r s a wonderful exper ience 
some t i m e ago w h e n I h a d t h e 
privflege of mee t ing t h e Holy 
F a t h e r and a t t end h i s ear ly 
morn ing pr ivate Mass in h i s Vati­
can a p a r t m e n t s . 

I was visi t ing R o m e on bus i ­
n e s s w h e n I ' phoned t h e t h e n 
Rec tor of t h e I r i sh College, Mon­
signor Hanly to enqu i re abou t t h e 
possibi l i ty of an aud ience wi th 

HQTTEL 

OHLY THE FINEST LACNOURS SUPPLIEI 

JAMES LYONS, General Merchant. BALLYHAUNIS. 
Ballyhaunis and its environs. - courtesy of Mary Lyons, Rimnagh. 

t h e Holy F a t h e r . Imagine m y sur­
p r i s e w h e n I h a d a call from h i m 
a t 1 1 p . m . a sk ing m e if I cou ld 
b e a t h e s i d e door of t h e Vat ican 
a t 6 .30 a.m. t h e following morn­
ing. T h i s was to a t t end Mass in 
t h e pr iva te c h a p e l a t 7a .m. 

T h e r e w e r e abou t fifteen peo­
p l e p r e s e n t inc luding a n I r i s h 
J e s u i t p r i e s t ce lebra t ing h i s 
go lden Jubi lee of ordinat ion. W e 
all received Holy Communion 
from h i s p r iva te secretary , now 
B i shop Magee . After Mass , we al l 
IndividuaUy m e t t h e Holy F a t h e r 
w h o ag reed to b e p h o t o g r a p h e d 
w i t h e a c h one of group. 

T h i s w a s t h e fulfilment of a 
d r e a m of t h a t young l ad playing 
a s a t en yea r old in BaUyhaunls . 
To m e It c o m p l e t e s a c h a p t e r in 
m y life. 

I n conclusion, may I compli­
m e n t you a n d your a s s i s t an t s for 
t h e h i g h s t a n d a r d and qual i ty of 
ANNAGH. I t s a r t ic les a n d p h o t o s 
reflect t h e divers i ty of t h e peop le 
a n d fur ther confirms w h a t I 
a lways knew, t h e people of Bally­
h a u n i s a n d a r e a a re unique! 

J i m Free ley 
9 Farnley R idge , 

Nevilles Cross , 
D u r h a m City DH1 4 H B . 

Bal lyhaunis 
Rehab. 

TH E BaUyhaunis b r a n c h w a s 
formed l n l 9 7 8 , a n d s ince 

t h e n we h a v e b e e n involved in 
fund rais ing for t h e Nat ional 
Rehab i l i t a t i on I n s t i t u t e . T h e 
money r a i s e d g o e s to w o r k s h o p s 
a round d i e coun t ry t o t r a in peo­
p le wid i d i s ab i l i t i e s h i t h e ski l l s 
r equ i r ed to w o r k in Indust ry . 

I n D e c e m b e r l a s t yea r we r a n a 
p u b t a l en t compe t i t ion , wh ich 
w a s s p o n s o r e d by C o n n a c h t Scaf­
folding a n d Ryanalr . We r a i s e d 
£ 2 , 2 0 0 from t h e compet i t ion . T h e 
c o m m i t t e e would l ike t o t h a n k 
t h e sponso r s , c o n t e s t a n t s a n d 
p u b s for pa r t i c ipa t ing ; a l so to 
t h a n k t h e peop le of Bally h a u n i s 
for t h e i r s u p p o r t t h r o u g h t h e 
years . 

R e h a b Officers: 
C h a i r p e r s o n , U n a S h i e l d s ; sec­

re tary , T e r e s a Keane ; t r e a s u r e r , 
B r e e d a B u r k e ; P . R O . , Mar ie Con-
u e l l . C o m m i t t e c : R i t a H a n n o n . 
Mary Keane , Luke Lawlor, Margie 
Ga l l aghe r , J o e Hosty , M a u r e e n 
Hun t , Mary Wal she , Mary Hig­
g ins , Mary T imoney . 

7!» 



Impress ions of 
outs ider 

B y B a r r y B u t l e r 

Th e r e i s a s e n s e of t r a d i t i o n in 
B a d y h a u n l s . T h i s i s re f lec ted 

In t h e p a g e s of A n n a g h Magaz ine , 
In t h e survival of t h e A b b e y Pat ­
t e rn , In s u p p o r t for t h e Mayo 
Footba l l T e a m , in po l i t i ca l a l le­
g i ances a n d t h e r e a r e m a n y o t h e r 
e x a m p l e s . T h e s e t h i n g s p robab ly 
c o n t r i b u t e t o c o h e s i v e n e s s a n d 
s t a b d i t y in a c o m m u n i t y . B u t If 
t h e r e Is a n e g a t i v e s i d e t o t r a d i ­
t iona l i sm i t i s a r e l u c t a n c e t o con­
s i d e r or a c c e p t c h a n g e . T h i s c a n 
app ly in b u s i n e s s , in s p o r t a n d in 
a d a s p e c t s of l ife. A d t r a d i t i o n s 
a n d i d e a s s h o u l d b e t e s t e d regu­
larly, a n d t h e b e s t w o u l d s t i l l 
survive. 

T h e p e o p l e of B a d y h a u n l s a r e 
genera l ly f r iendly . T h e r e m a y b e 
a p e r c e p t i o n t h a t t h e I n h a b i t a n t s 
of a s m a l l t o w n often form a 
c losed or i n w a r d l ook ing society . 
T h i s i s m i n i m i s e d in B a l l y h a u n i s 
b y t h e s ign i f ican t n u m b e r of out­
s i d e r s w h o l ive h e r e . I t h i n k It i s 
I m p o r t a n t for t h e good of t h e 
town t h a t a d n e w c o m e r s s h o u l d 
b e m a d e to feel w e l c o m e . 

I n i t s c h a r a c t e r B a l l y h a u n i s Is 
ma in ly a m a r k e t t own a n d a 
s h o p p i n g t o w n for t h e s u r r o u n d ­
ing a r e a . T h e r e h a s b e e n 
i n c r e a s e d i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n a n d 
n e w fac to r ies in t h e p a s t t w e n t y 
y e a r s . B e c a u s e t h e major i ty of t h e 
factory w o r k e r s l ive on f a r m s a n d 
t ravel t o B a d y h a u n l s t o work , 
t h e r e h a s n o t b e e n a signif icant 
i nc rea se hi t h e r e s i d e n t i a l popu­
la t ion , no r h a s t h e c h a r a c t e r of 
t h e town c h a n g e d s ignif icant ìy. 
For t h e fu tu re , t h e r e i s p o t e n t i a l 
t o i nc rea se t h e t o w n s r e s i d e n t i a l 
popu la t ion a n d B a d y h a u n l s h a s 
t h e f acu l t i e s t o c a t e r for s u c h a n 
Increase . 

For a t o w n of i t s s i ze B a d y h a u ­
n l s is w e d e q u i p p e d w i t h s h o p s , 
s choo l s , c h u r c h e s , a t r a i n se rv ice , 
a golf c l u b , footbal l c l u b s , a swim­
m i n g pool , a B r i d g e c l u b , a 
l ibrary , b i n g o , c h o i r s , d r a m a t i c 
society, e t c . A t r e m e n d o u s 
a m o u n t of vo lun t a ry c o m m u n i t y 
effort g o e s in t o p r o v i d i n g m a n y 
of t h e s e fac i l i t ies a n d t h e y 
s h o u l d no t b e t a k e n for g r a n t e d . 
W h e r e t h e r e i s neg l ec t b y cen t r a l 
a n d local G o v e r n m e n t , Bal lyhau­
n i s p e o p l e d o n o t g e t a n g r y 
enough . I t s h o u l d n o t b e 
r e g a r d e d a s n o r m a l o r a ccep t ab l e 

t o h a v e b a d r o a d s , a n un re l i ab l e 
wa t e r supply , or i n a d e q u a t e 
s t r e e t l igh t ing . 

H a v i n g t h e Augus t in ian Fr ia ry 
a n d t h e Mercy Convent , in a d d i ­
tion to t h e P a r i s h C h u r c h , Bady­
h a u n l s for i t s s i ze p robab ly h a s a 
far h i g h e r t h a n average popula­
t ion of p r i e s t s a n d n u n s . I s t h e r e 
a n e x c e s s of clerical inf luence? 
S t o r i e s from t h e p a s t ab o u t Fr . 
Mansf ie ld a n d Chance l lo r P ren­
d e r g a s t ( in te r al ia) would indi­
c a t e t h a t t h e s e m e n exerc i sed a 
h i g h level of t e m p o r a l a s w e d a s 
sp i r i tua l au thor i ty . I f t h i s w a s so , 
i t p r o b a b l y ref lected t h e genera l 
s t a t e of I r i s h society a t t h a t t i m e 
r a t h e r t h a n b e i n g a par t icu la r ly 
B a d y h a u n l s p h e n o m e n o n . Today 
t h e m a i n influence of t h e p r i e s t s 
a n d n u n s in t h e town l ies in t h e 
g r e a t a m o u n t of good t h e y do . 
Cler ica l inf luence c a n no t b e 
b l a m e d for any faul ts in t h e town. 
Also, t h e r e i s a h i g h d e g r e e of 
a c c e p t a n c e in B a d y h a u n l s of peo­
p l e of a d re l ig ious p e r s u a s i o n s . 

Pol i t ics in Bal lyhaunis , l i ke a 
lo t of o t h e r p l aces , is c o n d u c t e d 
l ike a neve r end ing footbad 
m a t c h b e t w e e n R a i m a F a d a n d 
F ine G a e l . T i l l s i s p robab ly h a r m ­
l e s s a n d p r o v i d e s e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
b u t a feel ing p e r s i s t s t h a t t h e 
p a r t i e s s h o u l d d o m o r e t o edu­
c a t e u s a b o u t w h a t is h a p p e n i n g 
in t h e g r e a t wor ld ou t s ide . 

T h e H a l a l / U n i t e d Mea t Pack­
e r s factory is one of t h e i ndus ­
t r i e s w h i c h s t a r t e d u p in t h e 
town in t h e l a s t twen ty yea r s a n d 
is t h e l a rge s t employe r In Bally­
h a u n i s . Re l a t i ons b e t w e e n res i ­
d e n t s of t h e town a n d t h e H a l a l 
Company h a v e b e e n s t r a ined 
from t i m e to t i m e by t h e terrible 
smel l from t h e factory. Ti l l s i s 
s o m e t h i n g w h i c h cou ld b e c a m e 
t r o u b l e s o m e u n l e s s i t i s reso lved . 
Apar t from t h i s i s sue , t h e p e o p l e 
of B a d y h a u n l s a r e no t very envi­
ronmen ta l ly consc ious a n d t h e 
town suffers from b a d l y main­
t a i n e d a p p r o a c h r o a d s , a n 
u n c o m p l e t e d c a r - p a r k w h i c h 
looks l i k e a b o m b s i t e , a n d o t í ie r 
eyesores . We h a v e a long way t o 
go t o win t h e T idy Towns Compe­
t i t ion. 

Mid-West R a d i o , w h i c h is 
b a s e d in t h e town, h a s undoub t ­
ed ly given a boos t t o t h e image of 
B a d y h a u n l s over t h e p a s t few 
years . I t h a s a w i d e B s t e n e r s h i p 
a n d h e l p s t o p u t t h e t own on t h e 
m a p . S imda r ly , B a l l y h a u n i s Com­
m u n i t y School b r i n g s growing 
n u m b e r s of s t u d e n t s , boys a n d 
g i r l s from a w i d e a r e a in to t h e 
town every day . T h e s e a r e two 
s u c c e s s e s w h i c h s h o w w h a t h a r d 
w o r k c a n ach ieve . 

T h e s e a r e j u s t s o m e very b r i e f 
i m p r e s s i o n s of t h e town. I n m a n y 
ways t h e y cou ld p robab ly b e 
i m p r e s s i o n s of any n u m b e r of 
sma l l t owns in t h e count ry . W h a t 
l i e s in s t o r e for B a l l y h a u n i s in 
t h e fu ture I d o n ' t k n o w , b u t 
I feel g iven t h e i n c r e a s e d s t r e s s 
a n d s t r a i n of m o d e r n u r b a n l ife, 
t owns l i k e B a d y h a u n l s w d l con­
t i nue t o h a v e p l e n t y t o offer. 

Mrs. Mary Jordan , K n o x Street , p r e s e n t e d a V e s t m e n t and P y x t o Very Rev . 
Canon P . C o s t e l l o , P .P . , o n b e h a l f o f Mrs . Br id l e S m y t h ( U . S J L ) . B r i d l e Is 
daughter o f Mrs . Annie F leming , late o f Pohiacrugha. 
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Down memory lane 
with David Dwane 

We lcome to t h i s annua l j a u n t 
down m e m o r y l ane , w h e n I 

choose b r i e f e x c e r p t s from West­
ern Peop le flies of ye s t e ryea r t o 
whet your a p p e t i t e for nos ta lg ia . 

1 9 7 1 : Mar ion C a r n e y of 
Coogue, Ba l lyhaun i s , s e c u r e d 
thi rd p lace In h e r final n u r s i n g 
examinat ion a t J e r v i s S t Hosp i ­
tal in Dub l in . . . w inner s of t h e 
Pavement Ar t Compe t i t i on h e l d 
dur ing t h e Ou ld H a u n i s Fan-
were: U-8 , P. M c H u g h , Main St . ; 
S. GrifTin, C la re S t , a n d K. 
Keane , Knox St . ; U-10: Billy 
Phi l l ips , Main St . ; P a t r i c k Cox, 
Knox St . , a n d J o a n Connel l , 
Devlis . . . t h e w i n n e r s of Mrs . 
Joyce ' s p r i ze a t t h e Ba l lyhaun i s 
Golf L inks w a s May Moyles w i t h 
3 1 p t s . , a n d w i t h Norr ie Di l lon, 
on 30 p t s . h i s e c o n d p lace . . . a t 
Bal lyhaunis Fa i r in October , t h e 
average p r i ce for be6 t qua l i ty 3 -
year-olds w a s £ 1 0 5 to £ 1 1 5 ; 2-
year-olds , £ 9 0 t o £ 1 0 5 ; year l ings , 
£65 to £ 7 5 ; m i l k cows , £ 8 0 to 
£95; s p r i n g e r s , £ 9 5 to £ 1 1 5 ; 
calves, £ 2 5 to £ 4 0 , a n d fat s h e e p , 
£ 4 to £ 6 . 5 0 . . . five a n d a half-
year-old F e r g u s Coyne of B r i d g e 
St. w a s t h e oidy C o n n a c h t w i n n e r 
in t h e n a t i o n w i d e co lour ing com­
pet i t ion s p o n s o r e d b y Urneys . . . 
m e m b e r s of J u n i o r C h a m b e r 
were ca r ry ing ou t a Labour Sur­
vey w i th in a s ix-mi le r a d i u s of 
t h e town . . . B r i d g e c l u b w i n n e r s 
hi t l ie week ly compe t i t i on w e r e : 
1st, Mrs . Coyne a n d Mrs . 
Kdkemiy; 2 n d , D r . E. W a l d r o n 
and Mrs . Dd lon -Lee t ch ; in 
a n o t h e r w e e k s compe t i t i on first 
pr ize w i n n e r s w e r e Mr. Ned 
Power a n d Mr. T . O'Malley, a n d 
2nd w e r e Mrs . F a d d e n a n d Miss 
May Moyles . . . t h e recendy-
formed Ba l lyhaun i s B a d m i n t o n 
Club sco red a victory over Tour-
m a k e a d y w i t h t h e following 
m e m b e r s : Rosa l een Curley, Kay 
Conroy, Mary Cleary , H e l e n 
O'Dwyer, Ch r i s t y R u a n e , Kie ran 
Moran, J o h n L o m b a r d a n d Noel 
Pa t t e r son . . . M a c r a Na T u a l t h e 
e lec ted t h e fodowlng c lub offi­
cers : C h a i r m a n , D o m i n i c k Byrne; 
Secre tary , K ie ran Fol l iard; Trea­
surer , T o m m y Webb ; P.R.O. , 
B e r n a d e t t e H o p k i n s , a n d Com­
m i t t e e , B e r n a d e t t e Cur r an , 
Noelle Sweeney a n d E d d i e Mur­
phy . . . a non- res iden t i a l h o l d i n g 
of abou t twenty a c r e s of l a n d a t 

Fa l le igh te r was sold for £2 ,150 to 
J a m e s Conboy. T h e se l le r was 
Michael Grogan . . . a t a J u n i o r 
C h a m p e r mee t ing i t was 
announced t h a t t h e Minis ter for 
Local G o v e r n m e n t Bobby Modoy, 
h a d finally consen ted t o m e e t a 
de lega t ion re t h e p roposed 
bypass ing of Bal lyhaunis by t h e 
new National Pr imary Rou te from 
Sligo to Galway. Tony Flynn and 
Oliver J o r d a n r epo r t ed t h a t t h e 
Wes te rn C o m m a n d Army Band 
would b e in a t t endance for t h e 
annua l Military Bad . 

1961 : A s i te for t h e p roposed 
secondary school for boys was 
p u r c h a s e d from J o h n Tarpey, 
Carrowkeel , for a figure s t a t e d to 
b e £ 9 0 0 . T h e l and cons is ted of 
four ac res on t h e Knock Road . 
T h e cos t of t h e second was s t a t ed 
to b e £10 ,000 . . . t h e p r i ze for 
d i e heav ies t t rout a t a fishing 
compet i t ion organised by Bally­
h a u n i s Anglers Association on 
Lough Mask went to E. Biesty, 
boas t ing a weight of 2 1 lb s . 7 oz. 
A. Heneghan , Knock, won t h e 
p r i ze for t h e heavies t p ike , whi le 
o t h e r pr izewinners included: Fr. 
J . Cronin, C . C , a n d R Curry, 
Knock . . . sixty compet i to r s 
e n t e r e d for t h e Cap ta in ' s Pr ize 
( J . Eaton) a t d i e Golf Club. T h e 
winner was C. O'Brien (67) , a n d 
t h e runner -up was Rev. W. Clarke 
on 6 8 . T h e pr ize for t h e first n ine 

h o l e s went to J . Connell a n d for 
t h e second n ine ho les , to J . 
Hlney . 

1951 : At a m e e t i n g of Badyhau-
n ls R e d Cross t h e following offi­
c e r s were e lec ted: P re s iden t , 
Archdeacon P r e n d e r g a s t , P.P. ; 
C h a i r m a n , Fr. Godwin, C . C ; 
Vice-Chai rman, L. Smyth ; Trea­
su re r , Mr. H y n e s (Ulster Bank) ; 
Secre tary , Pa t r i c ia Waldron; 
Commi t t e e : Mess r s . L. Freeley, J . 
Ea ton , F. D u n n e a n d Mrs. Smyth , 
Nurse Kelly and Mrs . J . Leetch . 
T h e t h r e e local doc to r s 
exp res sed t h e i r r e a d i n e s s t o give 
F i r s t Aid l ec tu re s . . . in a r epor t 
wr i t t en by Michael F. Waldron on 
t h e work of t h e Bal lyhaunis His ­
tor ical and Archaeological Soci­
e ty ( d i e full a r t ic le a p p e a r e d in 
d i e Western People of April 7 th ) , 
it i s d i sc losed t h a t a H e d g e 
School was ope ra t ed by a Lat in 
t e a c h e r , Rode r i ck J u d g e , a t t h e 
junc t ion of Mabi S t and Clare St. 
We l ea rn t h a t t h e founda t ions of 
t h e bu i ld ing w e r e exposed s o m e 
y e a r s b a c k d u r i n g excavat ion 
work for a new s e w e r a g e sys tem 
in t h e town. We a l so l e a r n t h a t in 
t h e yea r 1866 a m e e t i n g of Bally­
h a u n i s b u s i n e s s m e n d e c i d e d to 
e s t ab l i s h a n n u a l s t e e p l e c h a s e 
races . T h e y se l ec t ed T o m Craw­
ley ' s farm a t Too ra r ee , a n d t h e 
r a c e s took p l ace every year for 
fifty years , w i t h t h e except ion of 
one year w h e n t h e y t r ans fe r red t o 
a s i t e a t Ho lywed . . . a n u m b e r of 
t h e r e c e n d y - b u d t co t t ages a t 
Toora ree were occupied by ten­
a n t s for t h e first t i m e In May . . . 

• CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

" Schoolgirls" - Helen Grogan, Helena Halpin and Toni Waldron. 
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Down memory lane 
with David Dwane 

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 

the Town Improvements Commit­
t ee announced that D e l i a Mur­
phy, the famous s inger would b e 
gues t artist at a concert In t h e 
town . . . Rev. J . Gi lmore , a 
native of Clare St. , Ballyhaunis, 
w a s appointed Superior of St . 
Mary's College, Rathmines , 
Dublin. H e w a s ordained in St. 
Mary's in 1 9 2 3 . 

1941: Bal lyhaunis Gael ic 
League announced that examina­
t ions for two scholarships , ten­
able at t h e Irish Col lege, 
Spiddal , would b e conducted by 
Mr. R e d m o n d , Inspector of 
National Schools . T h e s e s s ion 
will b e conducted by Mr. Forkan, 
H e a d m a s t e r of t h e Vocational 
School . . . n ine teen female m e m ­
b e r s of Bal lyhaunis R e d Cross 
were presented wi th certif icates 
for efficiency in t h e Parochial 
Hall . T h e y were Brigid Caulfield, 
B. Byrne, Aggie Byrne, Nel l ie 
Cunningham, Betty Flatley, De l ia 
Fanning, Lily Byrne, J o s e p h i n e 
Grogan, Kitty O'Malley, Lucy 
Greally, Kitty Mitchel l , Sally 
Kenny, Mary O'Connor, Breda 
Walsh, She i la Di l lon, Martha 
Waldron, Ne l l i e Loftus, Madel ine 
Healy and M. S m y t h . . . Fathers 
Carr and McFadden conducted 
the Corpus Christ i ce lebrat ions 
in the Abbey. Members of the 
arch-confraternity and L.D.F. 
took part, a s wel l as s couts under 
the direction of S e a m u s Durkan . 
. . in January of 1 9 4 1 there was a 
smal l market at Bal lyhaunis , 
wi th oats going a s h i g h a s s ixteen 
shi l l ings per c w t , pota toes a t five 
shi l l ings to five sh i l l ings and s i x 
pence and hay from three 
shi l l ings and s ix pence to four 
shi l l ings and nine pence . 

1931: During an April market 
in the town, there w a s a large 
quantity of hay, at pr ices ranging 
from 2 sh i l l ings and 6 pence to 
three sh i l l ings and s ix pence . 
Potatoes so ld at b e t w e e n three 
shi l l ings and s ix pence and four 
shi l l ings , and oats nhie shi l l ings 
to twelve sh i l l ings per cwt. . . . a 
representative of t h e contractors 
for the new waterworks vis i ted 
the town to m a k e arrangements 
for employing local labour for the 
work . . . In July, Bal lyhaunis 
Junior football team defeated 

Will iamstown in a g a m e at 
Granlahan, and the team con­
s i s ted of: T. Gavin, J o h n Lyons, 
Wm. Lyons, L. Moran, P. Moran, 
J. Clune, Al. Carney, Martin Han­
non, Wm. J u d g e , J o h n Eaton, Ml. 
Greally, J a m e s Caulfield and 
Edward Biesty. T h e referee w a s 
P. Moran, Lavallyroe . . . T. J . 
Connell, T.D. , for South Mayo, 
was crusading for t h e extension 
of the ESB's new Shannon 
S c h e m e l ine from Claremorris to 
Ballyhaunis. So too w a s Martin 

M. Nally, T.D. , w h o a s k e d t h e 
Minister for Industry and Com­
merce if h e w a s aware that t h e 
Important town of Bal lyhaunis 
was sti l l without a supply of elec­
tric current . . . t h e montìy gold 
medal at Bal lyhaunis Golf Club 
was won by T o m Forde in 
September (handicap 18 , and a 
score of 7 0 nett) . Patrick Cassidy, 
the owner of the 1 inks, presented 
the club wi th a young l a m b for a 
competit ion, t h e winner to b e 
allowed to grass t h e l a m b on t h e 
l inks for twelve months . Michael 
Foody was the lucky winner . . . 
the Abbey Dramatic Society pro­
duced the famous play: "Look At 
The Heffenians", hi McGarry's 
Hall on December 13th , 14th and 
15th. 

A special thanks to Wes tern Peo p le 
researcher, Ann Burke , for h e r h e l p . 

Well that's it for 
another year! 

B y D e n i s B u r l e y 

It i s forty years s ince I first 
came t o Classaroe, Ballyhaunis 

along w i t h my wife Mary (nee 
Scally) and 2-year-old son, Tony. 
That first journey took about 
twenty hours and we h a d to 
change trains s ix t i m e s , now, 
thanks to t h e airport, it takes 
over three hours door to door. I 
immediate ly felt at h o m e and 
even more so, the first n ight I 
went to town for a drink and the 
m e n in t h e bar all m a d e m e wel­
come, a we lcome and friendship I 
have experienced ever s ince, a 
s incere thank you to all. 

My first job w a s to he lp Mary's 
dad bring the turf h o m e and my 
second w a s to take t h e a s s into 
town to t h e forge to b e shod, that 
caused a few comments ! 

I remember s o m e good nights 
in town with Johnny Walshe, 
Annagh; Marky Waldron, Cave, 
and J o e Lyons, R.I.P., Spaddagh, 
especial ly w h e n J o e and I a lmost 
landed in the bog. 

In the early days there were 
very few cars , and on SundayB the 
Ballaghaderreen road w a s full of 
b ikes , a s s and carts and the tall 
jaunting carts with the h igh step­
ping horses . 

For t h e first two years w e 
brought our bicycles but then 
Mary's Uncle Mike Grogan said 

that in future we could have h i s 
ass and trap. We travelled m i l e s 
in that, visit ing relat ions in Killi­
nagher, Larganboy, and Annagh, 
our first s top in Ballyhaunis was 
always Eddie Biesty's cycle s h o p 
to get the news. 

Iii those days and for a number 
of years after I could walk across 
the fields to the river and catch 
five or s ix trout, by t h e t ime I got 
to the town bridge, if you went 
further along the river to Aglor­
agh you could catch more fish 
and bigger ones . All th i s was 
ruined when the river board car­
ried out a drainage s c h e m e 
which resulted in a river s o shal­
low you could walk across in 
boots and not g e t your feet wet . 
At th i s t ime Annagh Lake, a 
great place for relaxation for t h e 
local people , w a s ruined by t h e 
drainage and is now an eye sore. 

In those early days t h e roads 
didn't have raised centres to 
scrape the bottom of the cars, the 
a s s e s used to k e e p them level 
when pulling the carts. 

Since first coming forty years 
ago w e have only m i s s e d out four 
years and hope to c o m e for many 
more. Lots of things have 
remained the same after all th i s 
t ime, the main one being the 
friendliness of the people for 
which I thank you all. 

HZ 



Balryhaunls Soccer players w h o represented Mayo at Under-14 level - Cormac O'Connor, Eo in Finn, Micheal Swords , S i m o n 
Webb, T h o m a s Lyons. 

Ballyhaunis Youths 
Soccer Club 

As the soccer season runs from 
1st August to 31st Ju ly each 

year this report deals with the 
competition of the season 1990-
91 and the start of the 1991-92 
season. 

Flrstiy in local competition the 
U-13 team won the First Division 
League without dropping a point; 
lost the semi-final of the Con­
nacht Cup to the eventual win­
ners, Newcastìe of Galway, and 
qualified for the last sixteen of 
the Ad-Ireland Cup. Ln this they 
met Glasheen of Cork away. After 
the long journey to Cork they 
were eventuady beaten 3-2 after 
extra time on a very mucky pitch. 
The U-14 team also qualified for 
the last 16 of the All-Ireland and 
went on to beat Peakvida of 
Thurles 5-1, to become the first 
Mayo team to reach the last 8. 
They met Stefla Maris in Dublin 
and were beaten 3-1. The U-15 
team finished runners-up in the 
league to a very strong Ballina 
team and reached the semi-final 
of die Connacht Cup. 

Mayo took part ln the Inter-
League U-14 Kennedy Cup com­
petition which was run off at 
U.C.D. on Easter Week. Michael 
Webb was the team manager. 
Ballyhaunis had five players on 
this squad and they were: Simon 
Webb, T o m Lyons, Cormac 
O'Connor, Michael Swords and 
Owen Finn. Mayo were unseeded 
in this competition but they won 
three out of four matches and 
only lost 2-0 to eventual winners, 
T.S.B., Dublin, who have over 
12,000 players registered. The 
Ballyhaunis players ad played 
very wed and helped put Mayo 
soccer on the map. As a result we 

had a visit from Belvedere Boys 
U-14 team last Summer and we 
beat them 2-1 in a great match. 
Simon Webb impressed greatiy in 
Dublin and was called for trads 
for the Irish U-14 squad and 
played for them in the Mdk Cup 
in Northern Ireland last July. 

The start of the 1991-92 sea­
son saw the club secure the use 
of a home ground on T o m Mur­
phy's land on the Badyhaunls 
Road and this lias helped greatiy 
In improving standards within 
the club. Again there are over 
100 players in the club at all ages 
from U-16 down to U-12. T h e U-
13, U-15 and U-16 teams are all 
currendy second in their leagues 
but with games in hand. The U-
14 team have won the Mayo Cup 
and have reached the 3rd round 
of the S.FA. I . Cup with two great 
wins over Mervlde, SUgo, 2-0, 
and S t Peter's, Athlone, 8-1. the 
U-13 and U-16 teams are In the 
second rounds of the same com­
petition. 

Simon Webb considered one of 
the top U-14 players in the coun­
try, has now transferred to Stella 
Maris of Dublin and we wish him 
the very b e 6 t in the future. He 
has already visited and played for 
Arsenal and Nottingham Forest 
underage teams and has been 
short-listed for the Irish U-15 
squad. 

There are plenty of games left 
for the rest of the season which 
we hope will give lots of enjoy­
ment to the players and specta­
tors alike. 

The Mayo League are running 
the Liberty Cup Youth Tourna­
ment next Ju ly Involving competi­
tions at 5 age groups. Badyhaunls 
have been Invited to host the U-
14 competition and we wdl have 
teams staying in the area from 
America and Russia, which 
should be a good boost for 
tourism as some parents of the 
players wdl also travel. 

The current officers are: Chair­
person, Chris Pratt; Secretary, 
Pat. O'Connor; Treasurer, Barry 
Butier. Finance Committee: B. 
Butìer, T . Finn, J . Cleary; 
Grounds Committee: C. Pratt P. 
O'Connor, T . Finn. Team Manage­
ment: Michael Webb, Michael 
Murphy, Michael Swords, Chris 
Pratt, Pat O'Connor. 

Rambling H o u s e - left t o r i g h t J o h n Duggan, Tony Al len, S e a m u s Shannon, 
Matt Molloy, Matt Orrmlngham, RTE < 
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8& County Cycle 
Tour '91 

B y M i k e C l e a r y 

The panel of long distance 
cyclists in Ballyhaunis is 

quite large if you consider the 
number of people who have taken 
part in events of 100 miles or 
longer. I estimate about 50 
cyclists have completed at least 
one "century" over the years. On 
winter nights around closing time 
it is not unusual to find conversa­
tion coming around to past 
cycling trips and Inevitably to the 
question of where to next? Since 
literally the length and breath of 
the country has been traversed by 
various groups in the last 6 or 7 
years, tills raised the problem 
last year of was there anywhere 
left to go. T h e solution - to do one 
grand tour taking In all the coun­
ties - would make sure once and 
for all that everywhere had 
Indeed been visited. Most of the 
veterans of previous campaigns 
were then in temporary or perma­
nent retirement due to various 
reasons Including Job commit­
ments, family expansions, court­
ing and even the pursuit of the 
small white ball. Th i s and the 
prospect of a sore backside for a 
week not being everyone's Idea of 
a holiday left only a very limited 
list of candidates. Three locals 
and a fanatic from Cork, well-
known to BaUyhaunls cyclists, 
were initially signed up. We 
hoped to attract some more on 
the 100 mile trip organised by 
Patricia Byrne of Aughamore in 
May. T h e 13 brave spirits that 
turned out on the day could have 
found no encouragement to com­
mit their holidays to bicycle tour 
at the mercy of Irish weather. It 
was one of those days on the bike 
when it is hard to decide 
whether to do the b r e a 6 t stroke 
or the front crawl. Mary Mc 
Quecney, Margie PhUUps? Tom­
mie O Toole, Eddy Campbell, 
Paul ecu Egan, Patricia and Joe 
Byrne, 14 year old Cormac 
O ' C o n n o r . Michael Lenihan and 
John Cleary (others)? aU tri­
umphed over the worst condi­
tions I have ever been out hi and 
managed to have a memorable 
day. Joe Hunt had to cry off after 
hurting his back in the course of 
the summer training and so that 
left only Des Woods, Rory 

O'DriscoU and myself as the final 
line out. 

We set off on the 9th August, 
the weather on the morning was 
a repeat of the May cycle with an 
outlook for the week to match. As 
it turned out it had cleared by 
lunch time and stayed fine until 
the last day. Meanwhile we roUed 
our merry way around the country 
at least confirming the continuing 
existence of the 32 counties, all 
the while solving the worlds 
problems. Our route,.the shortest 
we could devise, rarely 
approached the coast and conse­
quently brought us to a more 
unsung Ireland than the spectac­
ular scenery we usually boast of. 
Yet we discovered there Is so 
much in reserve when you think 
you have seen it all. We supped 
our pints in Kerry as they con­
soled themselves on loosing to 

Down and noisUy joined in the 
celebrations in Meath on their 
semi-final win over Des's native 
county. We found a mournful Car-
rick-on-Suir foUowlng the death 
of Joe KeUy the day before. 
Mishaps were few - two punctures 
and a "banjaxed" wheel was our 
lot for the 800 miles plus and a 
few stray miles in Co. Wlcklow or 
Carlow or Wexford - we were lost 
at the time. The cyclists never 
ending battle with dogs was a 
draw for the week, Des was 
grounded in Tyrone by a frisky 
retriever, but he struck back 
near Charlestown when he liter­
ally ran over a terrier, whose yelps 
should have reached Ballyhau­
nis. 

It's all just pleasant memory 
now, and It's time for discussions 
about what next again. It's not 
too late to have .some long held 
ambition put on the calender for 
next year. Joe Byrne has already 
floated the idea of cycling the 
length of the Clare river. I don't 
imagine one would get any wetter 
than the cycle he brought us on 
around the roads of Mayo last 
May. 

H a v e w e a t e a m ? - b a c k t o c a m e r a : M. Byrne . Lef t t o right: P a d d y M o r a n 
(K.I .F. ) , J o h n n y CoteUo , J o h n n y B ie s ty , T. M c C o n n a c k , T. Mullarkey, Larry 
Lyons, Paddy Moran. Boys : Aust in , Connerton, J o e Feeley, J . Tolan. 
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The Card Game 
B y A g n e s Cribbin 

Among my earliest memories 
are card games in our house 

in Bush island, and that's not 
today or yesterday. One regular 
player of that time has Just 
returned after spending fifty 
years in England. Welcome home 
Tom. 

During the Winter, the local 
lads came to our house to play 
"25". T h e game started and fin­
ished early, as my father had to 
be up for work a 6 a.m. T h e only 
time he went to another house to 
play was If he wasn't working 
next day. That must be why Crib-
bins became known as "Head­
quarters". They played a table of 
nine, as they found it a better 
game with threes than with 
pairs. Anyway, there was no 
shortage of players. At Christ­
mas, when the Spalpeens were 
home, there were players on the 
sideline, then they would swop 
places to give everybody a 
chance. 

I remember one night in partic­
ular. It had come to a cross-play 
between my father and T o m 
Caulfield. As usual, I stood on 
the rail of my father's chair look­
ing over his shoulder. Now, at 
that time, I had a special liking 
for the Ace of Spades, I don't 
know why, maybe it was the only 
card I could identify. Anyway, it 
was the deciding game and my 
father had " m y card". In my 
excitement, I shouted " O h dadda 
has the Ace of Spades", yes, 
you've guessed it, Tom won the 
game. As a reward, he gave me a 
sweet, but the only one he had 
was a brown lozenge. Now, if you 
remember those brown lozenges, 
they were so hot, the smoke 
almost came out your ears. I 
wasn't going to be beaten though, 
I got a cup of water and each lick 
of "sweet" was cooled by a sip of 
water. 

As I grew older, I was allowed 
keep the score, a very responsible 
Job. I can still hear J i m Ryan 
counting "fifteen - ten, the price 
of a good heifer". J i m was a T lp-
perary man who operated the 
stone crusher and lived in a van 
nearby. He later married and 
lived out his days in the Tulra­
han area. 

They would play for anything, 
but seldom for money. No duck, 
drake, cock or goose in the vil­

lage was safe. When a pig was 
killed, for Christmas, they went 
to that house to play for the 
head. Any excuse for a game (I 
believe a later generation once 
played for an ass foal). When a 
pack of cards was discarded from 
over use, we youngsters got them. 
Many a good game of "Old Maid" 
and "Snap" was played between 
the Glymi8 and ourselves. When 
the argument became too heated, 
my mother threatened to, and 
often did, "put the cards on the 
top of the dresser". But they 
were always found or replaced 
and all was well, until the next 
time. 

As years went by, a new genera­
tion joined the masters to learn 
the art. Sadly, the numbers went 
down, and for a long time, there 
were just the regular nine. T ime, 
alas, took its toll, and by now 
there should be some good nine-
hand games of "25" in Heaven. 

I'm sure you all know of 
"Mother Goose", and the "Goose 

that laid the Golden Egg". Well 
neither was as famous as the bird 
known as "Brodeen's Goose". 
Th is old girl was well past laying 
eggs of any kind when Brod 
Caulfield won her somewhere. 
She was so old that a well-known 
wit claimed she was hatched in 
the year Harry Mannion was mar­
ried. At the time, Harry was close 
on ninety, and the oldest person 
In the neighbourhood. God rest 
his gende soul. When there was 
nothing else to play for, the goose 
was put up. In all the times she 
changed hands, she seldom 
changed address. In the end, I 
think, nobody knew who she 
really belonged to. But I do know 
that she spent a very happy 
retirement in the care of Mrs. 
Hopkins, until disaster 6truck in 
the form of a fox, I bet, even he 
regretted taking her. She may 
have been the most expensive 
goose that ever lived, but she 
must have been as tough as old 
boots. 

I don't know of any young lads 
about the place who play cards 
now, more's the pity, but I do 
assure you, there was life before 
television and the "singing pub". 

D e a t h s - 1 s t November , 1 9 9 0 t o 3 1 s t October, 1 9 9 1 

James Moran, Coolnafarna; William Browne, Killinaugher; Mrs. Annie 
Fleming, Pollnacroagha; Austin Murphy, Lecarrow; Sister Enda O'Mal­
ley, Convent of Mercy; Michael Lyons, Carrowkeel; Margaret Kelly, 
Holywell; Thomas Ruane, Bargarriff; James Smith, Bridge Street; 
Edward McHugh, Main Street; Breeda Diskin, Killinaugher; Mrs. Kath­
leen Greally, Devlis; Nellie Carney, Tooraree; Peter Regan, Aghloragh; 
Austin Firm, Gurteen; William Fitzharris, Derrynacong; Mrs. Mary Kee­
gan, Lecarrow; John Meehan, Annagh; Tobias Waldron, Carrowkeel; 
Anne Elizabeth McDonagh; James Anthony Grogan, Derrynacong; Mrs. 
Mary Burke, Abbey Street; Mrs. Eileen Fitzgerald, Doctor's Road; Val 
Fitzgerald, Bridge Street; Thomas O'Malley, Upper Main Street; Mrs. 
Maureen Caulfield, Knock Road; Mary Durr, Churchpark; Mrs. Mary 
Flannery, Tooraree; Thomas Conboy, Devlis; Anne McNamara, Carton 
South; Mrs. Eileen Healy, Annagh; Michael Lyons, Devlis; Peter Finn, 
Hazelhill; Thomas Culllney, Leowe; John Murphy, Lecarrow. 

Elsewhere: 

Fr. Jol in Buckley, O .SA. , Cork and Abbeyquarter; Mrs. Delia Cruise, 
Johnstown; Celia Treacy, Ballindine and Abbey Street; Mary Tarmey, 
Holywell; Mrs. Teresa Dowdall, Station Rise; Maureen Lees (née Car­
ney), Island; Mrs. Nora White (nee Diskin), Killlnaughter; Patrick 
Caulfield, Bohogue; William Flatley, Main Street; Mrs. Elizabeth Mul­
keen (née Kelly), Holywell; Patrick Peyton, Island; Mrs. Mary Gannon 
(née Fitzmauriee), Derrynacong; Mrs. Bridie Glynn (nee Jordan), 
Annagh; Mrs. Rose Heldrith (nee Browne), Coolnafarna and Florida; 
Michael Glynn, Lavallyroe, and Community School; Mrs. Sally Deignan 
(nee Byrne), Johnstown and New Jersey; Patrick Freeley, Scrigg; James 
Regan, Tooraree and U.SA. ; Patrick Connolly, Killinaugher and Nor­
wich; Mrs. Ellen Killeen (née Connolly), Holywell and Dublin; Lena 
Ganley, Derrynacong; Mary Waldron (née Henry), Lisduff and Gurteen; 
Con Fahey, Coogue and C L E . 
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S p o t your o l d t eacher from late "30s - back, left: Sr. B e n e d i c t OTarre l l , Sr. Scholost lca O'Reilly, Sr. Ju l iana O'Donovan. Sr. 
Dymphna M o o n e y , Sr. Mecht i lde D o n o g h u e , Sr. A l p h o n s u s Heaney. Middle left: Visitor, Sr. P e t e r Kcnnelly, Sr. Agnes Hoban , 
Sr. B e n l g u m u s McHugh, Sr. Bong ia Henry, Vis i tor . Front , left: Vis i tor, Sr. Aquln O'Dea, Sr. Colbett O'Donovan, Sr. de Rlccl 
Fitzpatrick, Sr . Ita Delaney . 

L e g i o n o f Mary outing t o Galway, 1958 . Back row: Fiona Baker, Margaret Moran, Mary K e a m s , Arm Byrne, J o a n Di l lon , 
Bernadet te Gallagher. Middle row: Corrine Lyons, N o r e e n Culliney, Alacoque Lyons, Mrs. Baker, Francis Morley. Front row: 
Dymphna Byrne, H e l e n Waldron, Ei leen O'Dwyer, H e l e n a Rattigan, Theresa Moran. 

86 



A f e w 
t h o u g h t s o n 
l i f e s t y l e ' 9 1 

B y J i m L u n d o n 

Elsewhere in Annagh, you will 
read about Ballyhaunis of the 

past that is virtually gone. Every 
Annagh Magazbie has had these 
articles since 1 9 7 8 . This space 
was meant to be filled by an "in-
depth" interview with a man who 
is full of memories of that pasti 
He declined as was his r ight. . . 
so I thought what about Bady­
haunls ' 9 1 - modern 'nineties, 
agricultural, industrial Badyhau­
nls and its lifestyle. 

Visuady, the houses in the area 
are beautifidly kept, to the high­
est standards. T h e one lone wed-
kept thatched house echoes back 
to former days. 

The " in " word now is "commu­
nication". Our automatic phone 
system is now digital, pay phones 
replaced our " A " and " B " coin 
boxes this year, fax machines spit 
information from them, and many 
people of a former era would 
ready be left speechless to see 
people using car telephones! Who 
would have thought that one of 
Ireland's best new independent 
radio stations would have its first 
studio in Abbey Street, Badyhau­
nls - MWR F M is local people, 
running local radio! Wonderful. 

People have become so fond of 
cars that they like to park them 
side by side. In Badyhaunls, our 
rad service to Dublin Is excellent. 
Within forty mdes, tíiere are 
three airports, so that air travel 
Is readdy avadable. 

F o o d a n d c l o t h e s 

In clothing, this is the era of 
"anything goes". Denim, track-
suits, t-shirts and casual clothes 
of ad colours, shapes and 6izes 
have brightened up the land­
scape. Unisex hair salons are now 
very common. Traditional diet 
has been added to by fàstfoods, 
pizzas, chips, cereals, soft drinks, 
sweets and a huge range of fruits, 
vegetables and flsh. 

B i r t h s , d e a t h s a n d 

m a r r i a g e s 

Elsewhere these are numer­
ated. There are less births locady 
and much smader families. 
Funeral homes and hospital 
morgue facflities have reduced 
greatìy the number of wakes held 
In private houses. Marriages have, 
become more and more like show 
business events with extra items 
being added, into the celebration 
aspects of it. Not quite Liz Taylor 
standards, yet, though I expect 
the odd parachutist to drop in on 
a wedding in the area in the near 
future! Anything Liz can do . . . 

M o n e y m a t t e r s 

T o Judge by appearances, there 
seems to be a lot of it around. 
Plenty of groups are only dying to 
help you to look after it - banks, 
the post office, budding societies, 
insurance companies or die 
credit union ad coax us to let 
them take care of things. How­
ever, many prefer the game of 
bingo or a flutter in the Lotto, or 
the lottery. The Irish Hospital 
Sweepstakes five shdling ticket 
seems as far away as the show-
bands or Din Joe on the radio. 
We are in the era of advertising 
and sponsorship. Even the G A A . 
have adowed sponsors names 
appear on Jerseys nationally, from 
this year on. Only for our patrons 
and readers, you would not be 
reading Armagh. 

S c h o o l s 

Over eleven hundred chddren 
attend schools in the town. Uni­
forms are the norm for the 
pupds. Transport is provided. It's 
the era of the computer, video, 
foreign languages, technology as 
wed as traditional subjects! The 
Intermediate Certificate is gone 

since 1 9 9 1 and wid be replaced 
by the Junior Certificate. Yet, In 
a 1 9 9 1 class, less than half a 
class wdl have seen a live pig, 
and over a quarter of the class, a 
live turkey! Nobody in primary 
school now remembers the Papal 
visit in 1 9 7 9 . Tempus Fugit! 

E n t e r t a i n m e n t 

Entertainment is surely the 
growth industry. Television is in 
virtually ad homes - many multi-
channelled, many with videos. 
Satedite television has just 
peeped over the horizon, but it's 
coming fast. Local radio, local 
papers, cinemas, lounge bars, 
singing pubs, varied sports, 
drama groups, voluntary organi­
sations and discos vie with one 
another to entertain people. Its a 
leisure society as machines have 
replaced manual work. 

F a r m i n g 

What changes are seen here? 
Marts have replaced fairs -
though, thankfully, not the Tues­
day calf fair In Ballyhaunis. 
Sdage making and turf cutting 
and hay making is mechanical. 
Slatted houses, headage, tests, 
mdk quotas, are the main source 
of conversation. The E.C. rides in 
many matters. 

W o r k 

Work itself has changed. 
Employment and unemployment 
are big issues. As are short time, 
unions, overtime, and redun­
dancy. Housework has changed 
as the mod cons are getting more 
and more plentiful. Some may 
say that the keep fit fads of today 
are due to less exercise from 
manual work! Jogging, aerobics, 
fast walking and keep fit are the 
buzz words of today. T h e "lean 
mean" person is the most sought 
after ideal. A generation ago, they 
would be locked up! 

Enough of the ramblings. I'm 
sure my space is filled. In future 
years, somebody that reads this 
may find lifestyle '91 as strange 
as many of the young people 
reading about die decades gone 
by. Now aldiough it is hard to 
imagine how things could change 
so much as diey have done over 
the last few decades . . . that 
parachudst might drop in any 
day now! 

87 



Credit Unions In 
Ireland 

B y T o n y B o y l e 

Long before I ever knew any­
thing about Credit Unions, I 

heard of fifteen girls who worked 
together in a city office and all 
agreed to put a pound into a kitty 
every week. Mary got the £15 this 
week to buy a new coat, Bridie 
took it next week to buy a bicycle 
(that was in the 'fifties) and Rita 
used the £15 the foflowing week 
to go on holidays, and so on. 

I thought it was an excedent 
idea, and if you elaborate on it 
sufficiendy, you have something 
like a Credit Union. I remember 
also, how difficult it was for an 
ordinary working person to obtain 
a loan of a few hundred pounds 
some 40 years ago, so hence my 
great welcome and appreciation 
for the Credit Union idea when it 
was introduced here to Ireland in 
the late 'fifties. But before I pro­
ceed, I must point out that Credit 
Unions are not about money, they 
are about people. 

Away back in the middle of the 
last century, a man in Germany 
called Raiffeisen and a friend of 
his initiated the idea of co-opera­
tive saving and borrowing from 
the pool this created in time of 
need. T h e idea was confined to 
Germany until the beguining of 
this century when a Canadian 
called Desjardins started the 
first Credit Union in Quebec, and 
about a decade later, he started 
the first one in the United States 
with the assistance of an enthusi­
ast called Filane. 

But, it was not untd 1958, how­
ever, that the idea caught on 
here in Ireland and it was intro­
duced by a Cork lady 
schoolteacher. Miss Norah Her-
ldiy, who indeed, was several 
months recommending and 
preaching the phdosophy of 
Credit Unions before she suc­
ceeded in forming the first one in 
Donore Avenue in Dublin. Soon 
afterwards, Credit Unions sprung 
up like muslin Minis in Dun 
Laoghalre, Clones and Emyvale, 
Co. Mouaghan, and as far away as 
D e n y and Cork City. 

T h e first Credit Union to be 
established in Connaught was In 
Ballinaniore, Co. Leltr im, in die 
very early 'sixties. Father Paddy 

Gadagher, well-known for his 
great work in the co-operative 
field was the movement's first 
National President, followed in 
that post, in the early 'sixties by 
a man called John Hume, who 
later on, became known as a 
Northern Ireland politician. Mr. 
Hume was active in the formation 
of D e n y City Credit Union, which 
to-day has over 15,000 members 
and over £10 million in savings. 

Although money plays a great 
part in the operation of a Credit 
Union, as I have said already, the 
organisation is essentially about 
people. T h e phdosophy behind it 
tells us that it is an association of 
persons, united by some common 
bond, who come together in a 
mutual endeavour to encourage 
thrift and Increase the purchas­
ing power of its members by bor­
rowing at a low rate of interest 
that does not exceed the cost of 
providing a credit service. Its 
idea is also to train and educate 
its members in business methods 
and self-government, to promote 
democracy by operating through 
directors and supervisors, 

elected by the members them­
selves. 

Here in Ireland, the movement 
has attracted several people to 
its voluntery ranks, who, hith­
erto, had no experience of busi­
ness, and they have enjoyed 
considerable satisfaction in the 
knowledge that they are capable 
of contributing much to society 
for the betterment of the people 
amongst whom tiiey live or are 
employed. In fact, it is estimated 
that there are even 10,000 
involved in a voluntary way in the 
movement, apart from the 1,000 
full-time employees in the 511 
Credit Unions throughout the 
country, north and soudi. The 
total membership is now wed 
over a m ill ion and total savings is 
now approaching the £800 mil­
lion pounds mark. Th is , indeed, 
is extraordinary progress of the 
movement in the past 30 years 
and in almost every town and 
parish, there is evidence of a pro­
gressive organisation, many own­
ing impressive buddings. 

Each Credit Union manages its 
own affairs, but there is an Act of 
Rules which ad units must 
observe, and the Credit Union 
Act, passed by the Dad in 1966, 
must be obeyed. As the move­
ment is widespread in both parts 
of Ireland, there is separate leg­
islation governing it in the North, 
but broadly speaking, the task of 

• CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

September, 1991 - Very Rev. Canon 
Walsh-Turner, Mercy Flatley, Carmel 
Campbell-Byrne (Abbey Street). 

Heraty, Clifden with (left/right): Ann 
Waldron (Main Street), and Kathleen 
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1962 - Second Year, S t Joseph's Secondary School: back row (left/right): Teresa Flatley, Brid Egan, Helen Regan, Kathleen 
Murphy, Helen Corry, Philomena Mitchell, Christina Cleary, Norrie Hoban. Middle row (left/right): Josephine Grogan, Carmel 
Lyons, Veronica Hosty, Joan O'Boyle, NOnie Wallace, Teresa Fitzmauriee, Kathleen Judge, Lilliam Henry. Front row 
(left/right): F. Caffrey, Mary Glynn, Bridie Ganly, Brid Fleming, Margaret Byrne, Maureen Folliard and Rita Rafferty. 

Credit Unions in Ireland 
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 

running a Credit Union i s t h e 
same all over the world. T h e 
advantages of having money 
invested in the Credit Union are 
many; a member ' s shares (or sav­
ings) and loan outstanding are 
covered by insurance at no cost to 
the member . For instance, in the 
event of the dea th of a member , 
all amounts saved up to the age 
of 55 are doubled and paid to the 
next-of-kin, and any outstanding 
loan balance is wiped out (sav­
ings after 5 5 have a lesser advan­
tage). And the interest charged is 
only on the outstanding balance 
due at all t imes . 

All people handling cash in 
Credit Unions are subject to 
fidelity bonding and all persons 
having access to the books sign a 
pledge of secrecy. All books are 
always subject to examination by 
a supervisory committee - and 

annually, by a public auditor -
both elected by the members 
themselves . Of course, the mem­
bers actually own the Credit 
Union. 

Only members may apply for a 
loan, and when you borrow from a 
Credit Union, you do so as a 
member/owner, and not just a s a 
customer paying for goods or ser­
vice. Each application is treated 
in strict confidence and on its 
merits . 

For over 3 0 years now, people 
in Ireland have achieved a better 
way of life through their partici­
pation in their local Credit 
Union. The movement Is non-sec­
tarian and non-political and any 
group of people showing a com­
mon bond, can form a Credit 
Union. I claim that no organisa­
tion has brought as much happi­
ness to as many Irish h o m e s in 
the l a 6 t 3 0 years as the Credit 
Union movement and what 

greater tribute can b e paid to any 
organisation? There are now 
almost 6 0 mil l ion Credit Union 
members hi a lmost 8 0 countries 
throughout the world and the 
third Tuesday in October is cele­
brated internationally as Credit 
Union Day. The biternatlonal 
Credit Union Forum will b e he ld 
In Ireland in 1994 and already 
preparations arc being m a d e by 
the Irish League of Credit Unions 
for th i s e-, c n t The head office i s 
at CasUeside Drive, Ratlifarn-
ham, Dublin 14 . Of the 5 1 1 
Credit Unions hi Ireland, 4 2 are 
In Connaught 

Sadly, Norah Hcrllhy, w h o 
brought the message of the 
Credit Union idea to Ireland in 
1958, died unexpectedly on 
February 7th , 1988 , and her con­
tribution is commemorated by a 
plaque, which was unvei led ui 
the League Office in Dublin, by 
President Hlllery, on Credit 
Union Day, October 20 th , 1988. 
S h e left u s all a great legacy. 
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Cumann Luthchleas Gael, 
Beal Atha hAmhnais 

Ballyhaunis GAA- Club. 

It has to be said that in terms of 
trophies won on the field of 

play 1991 has been an abysmal 
year for Ballyhaunis G A A . Club. 
Many teams, from senior to as 
low as under-13, had high hopes 
of success, but these were 
snuffed out as the months roded 
on. Nevertheless there is a great 
club spirit at present, particularly 
at underage level, and tíiere have 
been many memorable matches 
and occasions ln the past twelve 
months. 

On the administration side the 
club has continued without two 
many bumps on the way and good 
teamwork in that sector has also 
seen good spirit and progress 
made. However as In ad such 
organisations too much is fre-
quentìy left to too few. We now 
have a female president in that 
Anne Curley came into office on 
the departure of Rev. Matt 
Cooney from die area. 

It is also hoped diat In the very 
near future the handball, squash, 
racquetbad facdity wdl be func­
tioning to its full capacity at the 
Knock Road grounds and that 
this wdl add a big dimension to 
die club's provision of leisure and 
recreational facdities in the area. 

Ballyhaunis senior team, under 
selectors Tony Morley, Johnny 
Biesty and Jo l in Prenty, reached 

the quarter finals of the senior 
championship but went down to 
Castiebar at McHale Park on a 
Sunday evening in which terrible 
weather conditions prevaded. 
Midfielder Tony Morley spent the 
season in the full-forward posi­
tion for the Mayo senior team 
which were beaten in the Con­
naught Final, whde minors David 
Burke and Odie Davitt were on 
the county minor panel that 
reached die All-Ireland final. T h e 
club and people of the town pub­
licly welcomed the team home on 
the Square after they arrived into 
Ballyhaunis railway station. 

At underage level one of the 
highlights of the year was an U— 
14 trip to Passage West in Cork 
in early September in which the 
Ballyhaunis side played the local 
team in both football and hurl­
ing, warning in the former and 
losing in the latter. As club chair­
man Gerry Lyons mentioned 
when thanking the hosts after­
wards, the trip was a very fulfil­
ing experience for all concerned. 

At underage level also this year 
saw new county leagues intro­
duced at various levels and the 
club wdlingly participated in ad, 
mainly due to the dedication of 
team trainers 

Another aspect of the club that 
it is hoped to emphasise greatiy 

this year is the annual SCOT na 
n'Og event which has a great 
attraction for the young girls and 
boys of the parish and gives a 
platform to the native culture 
also. 

A camogie team was started 
this year also and that has 
proved very popular as wed and 
Is a great addition to the activi­
ties in the area. 

Some progress was also made 
as regards developments at the 
grounds and It is hoped that ad 
wdl be shipshape for the official 
opening in the coming summer. 
Joe Diskin of Killunagher has 
been employed on a Fas scheme 
for the duration of the year. 

Due to such developments the 
Intermediate and Minor county 
finals were played here on the 
same day ln late September and, 
thanks to very good weather con­
ditions, a capacity crowd turned 
out for the occasion. 

Members of the club also hold 
offices at divisional and county 
board level. Mick O'Conned is 
President of the County Board, 
John Prenty Secretary, Hugh 
Rudden is Chairman of the East 
Mayo Board whtíe Wldie Ryan is 
P.R.O. 

Officers 1911-
Patron: Fr. Matt Greaney, Pres­

ident, Fr. Matt Cooney. O.SA. ; 
Vice-President, Anne Curley; 
Chairman, Gerry Lyon6; Vice-
Chairman, J immy Walsh; Secre­
tary, Sean O Domhnaid; Asst-
Secretary, Bdly Phldips; Joint 
Treasurers, John Durkin and 
Jo lm Joe Kedy; P.R.O., Michael 
Grogan; Olfigeach na Gaeilge, 
J i m Lundon. 

Mayo players all . . . David Burke (Minor), Derek Walsh (U-16 H n H i m O T„i™ w I J _ 
Davitt (U-16 and Minor Football), and Tony Morley (Senior) " ^ ' J o h n W a l d r o n a n d Kelly (U-16 Football), Ollie 
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Michael Byrne, 
( J o h n s t o w n ) ITC^II lCI I l foCXS 

Be was born In 1914 and went 
to Derrylea School. There 

were four teachers in the school. 
The boys school had Miss Snee 
and Mr. Cooney, Principal. Mrs. 
Oooney and Miss Dwyer were 
teaching the girls. Several pupds 
of that time gave up school hi 
Spring and went back for the 
Winter. He left school at twelve. 
That time many left for America 
at sixteen, by car or train to 
Oueenstown (Cobh). It cost about 
£16 T h i r d Class in a steamer. 
The Journey took three or four 
weeks. T h e eldest would send 
home money as tiiey were earn­
ing. 

The farm that time was 22 
statute acres, so when he left 
school he worked on the land 
until he was 18 years. He then 
worked for the councd at 4/3d a 
day. T h e health stamp (P.R.S.D 
cost nine old pennies. 

In farming, eggs and pigs were 
the regular Income of the woman 
of the house. T h e eggler would 
come and buy tiie eggs. A lot of 
potatoes were grown he sold 
potatoes In Ballyhaunis for 2/3d 
a hunderweight - it hardly paid 
to grow them. 

At work 
Work started at eight o'clock, 

three quarters of an hour for din­
ner and finished at six-thirty for 
the councd, often hi the dark. He 
was never out of work and 
worked on Saturdays to one 
o'clock . He remembers cycling to 
Murneen - nineteen mde6 each 
way on one job. A few years later 
he became Ganger - keep 
accounts, lay out work for the 
men. 

They used a crusher on the 
Councd, driven by steam hi the 
sand p i t About seventy ton a day 
of stone went tlirough die 
crusher. Stone forks were used. 
Every man had to be working. 
Water had to be drawn to the 
work all the time about twenty or 
thirty barrel a day by donkey and 
cart. T h e Johnstown road was 
mainly laid during die war. 

Remembering the Economic 
War he sold lambs for eight old 
shdlhigs and a nice spring cow in 
calf for six pounds. 

Later he went to Vocational 
School at night and met Sean 

Griffin, R I . P . Pat Hughes and 
Mr. Modoy. Mr Cleary taught him 
woodwork. Most of the pupds in 
his class are dead and gone. His 
famdy went to Derrylea School 
and were taught by Mrs. Higgins 
and Johnny Higgins parents of 
J i m Higgins. Most of them emi­
grated at that time but many may 
have come home to Ireland 

Laughingly he recalled during 
an Election that two sides of a 
donkey were painted - one side 
with the F.F. candidates names 
the other with the F.G. candi­
dates name. 

Changes 
One of the biggest changes, in 

that country people are now tak­
ing part In Church affairs 
whereas when he was young it 
was ad towns people who took 
part in running a parish. In shop­
ping, three or four generations of 
his famdy dealt with Monica and 
Dotie Ddlon. He remembers old 
Mrs. Ddlon asking him to collect 
a box of bacon from the station in 
the donkey and cart. She gave 
him the box She put the bacon 
in a box inside the door - the 
back of this Danish bacon was 
ten or eleven Inches . This was 
Danish bacon so she asked him 
to bring it home and try it. He 
remembers that it was lovely and 
light with litde fat at 3 pence a 
pound. 

Everyone that time had plenty 
of oats thrashed by flail and 
hand. Some he sold, some was 
brought to the m d l . He remem­
bers diree m i l l s . D ie calves 
would get a fist of oaten meal and 
milk. Michael Curley was his 
chemist and was great for advice 
about animals. There was litde or 
no T .B . that time. There was a 
spinning wheel hi the village - to 
make ad woollen coats Tjaneens'. 
There was also a cobbler ln the 
village, as dicre were tadors and 
a joiner . 

Funerals that t ime had a horse 
and hearse. D ien It became 
motorised. He remembers one 
funeral very well. He rcmcmljcrs 
deep snow and using a sleigh as a 
hearse going Into town. At the 
Railway Bridge the mourners 
picked up the coffin and walked 
up to the Church with i t . D i e 
Priest was Fr. Prendergast R.I.P. 

Rationing 
During World War H you got an 

ounce or two of tea. There was a 
black market for things I.e. a £1 
for a pound of tea. 

Radio was a treat on a Sunday 
evening . He remembers a K B . 
set got on H.P. from a firm. Of 
course the houses then were ad 
thatched. Long scraws were 
stitched into the rafter for 
thatching. T h e straw thrashed 
with a flad - eight hiches of straw 
for the end. A rod was put across 
it and they were hammered by a 
mallet. Bobbins were left at the 
top, tied two or three inches from 
the top, like the capping In a 
house. It would last five or six 
years. A house he remembers 
was roofed In a day. 

Thrashing 
The saying "the days of the 

tlirasher" bring back memories of 
good times past to many people. 
Every farm at that time had an 
acre or two of corn and In late 
Autumn the tlirasher would come 
around. The day of the thrasher 
Is well remembered In John Dug-
g ; in 's song. All die neighbours 
(die Meitheal), gave a helping 
hand and there was great crack 
while die thrasher was In the vd-
lage. There was always ajar or 
two of porter on hand to quench 
the thirst. 

Tractors 
Not many in the vtílage. He 

remembers J i m Crlbbln's father 
buying a Ferguson 20. The first 
tractors were nearly ad Fordcs 
widi steel wheels, tiiat they dug 
up thc untarrcd roads as tiiey 
went over them. 

Light 
Plenty fat off pigs. Rushes were 

dipped ln the od and then it 
would dry up like a candle and it 
would be used. 
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Cumann Luthchleas Gael, 
Beal Atha hAmhnais 

Ballyhaunis GAA- Club. 

It has to be said that in terms of 
trophies won on the field of 

play 1991 has been an abysmal 
year for Ballyhaunis G A A . Club. 
Many teams, from senior to as 
low as under-13, had high hopes 
of success, but these were 
snuffed out as the months roded 
on. Nevertheless there is a great 
club spirit at present, particularly 
at underage level, and tíiere have 
been many memorable matches 
and occasions ln the past twelve 
months. 

On the administration side the 
club has continued without two 
many bumps on the way and good 
teamwork in that sector has also 
seen good spirit and progress 
made. However as In ad such 
organisations too much is fre-
quentìy left to too few. We now 
have a female president in that 
Anne Curley came into office on 
the departure of Rev. Matt 
Cooney from die area. 

It is also hoped diat In the very 
near future the handball, squash, 
racquetbad facdity wdl be func­
tioning to its full capacity at the 
Knock Road grounds and that 
this wdl add a big dimension to 
die club's provision of leisure and 
recreational facdities in the area. 

Ballyhaunis senior team, under 
selectors Tony Morley, Johnny 
Biesty and Jo l in Prenty, reached 

the quarter finals of the senior 
championship but went down to 
Castiebar at McHale Park on a 
Sunday evening in which terrible 
weather conditions prevaded. 
Midfielder Tony Morley spent the 
season in the full-forward posi­
tion for the Mayo senior team 
which were beaten in the Con­
naught Final, whde minors David 
Burke and Odie Davitt were on 
the county minor panel that 
reached die All-Ireland final. T h e 
club and people of the town pub­
licly welcomed the team home on 
the Square after they arrived into 
Ballyhaunis railway station. 

At underage level one of the 
highlights of the year was an U— 
14 trip to Passage West in Cork 
in early September in which the 
Ballyhaunis side played the local 
team in both football and hurl­
ing, warning in the former and 
losing in the latter. As club chair­
man Gerry Lyons mentioned 
when thanking the hosts after­
wards, the trip was a very fulfil­
ing experience for all concerned. 

At underage level also this year 
saw new county leagues intro­
duced at various levels and the 
club wdlingly participated in ad, 
mainly due to the dedication of 
team trainers 

Another aspect of the club that 
it is hoped to emphasise greatiy 

this year is the annual SCOT na 
n'Og event which has a great 
attraction for the young girls and 
boys of the parish and gives a 
platform to the native culture 
also. 

A camogie team was started 
this year also and that has 
proved very popular as wed and 
Is a great addition to the activi­
ties in the area. 

Some progress was also made 
as regards developments at the 
grounds and It is hoped that ad 
wdl be shipshape for the official 
opening in the coming summer. 
Joe Diskin of Killunagher has 
been employed on a Fas scheme 
for the duration of the year. 

Due to such developments the 
Intermediate and Minor county 
finals were played here on the 
same day ln late September and, 
thanks to very good weather con­
ditions, a capacity crowd turned 
out for the occasion. 

Members of the club also hold 
offices at divisional and county 
board level. Mick O'Conned is 
President of the County Board, 
John Prenty Secretary, Hugh 
Rudden is Chairman of the East 
Mayo Board whtíe Wldie Ryan is 
P.R.O. 

Officers 1911-
Patron: Fr. Matt Greaney, Pres­

ident, Fr. Matt Cooney. O.SA. ; 
Vice-President, Anne Curley; 
Chairman, Gerry Lyon6; Vice-
Chairman, J immy Walsh; Secre­
tary, Sean O Domhnaid; Asst-
Secretary, Bdly Phldips; Joint 
Treasurers, John Durkin and 
Jo lm Joe Kedy; P.R.O., Michael 
Grogan; Olfigeach na Gaeilge, 
J i m Lundon. 

Mayo players all . . . David Burke (Minor), Derek Walsh (U-16 H n H i m O T„i™ w I J _ 
Davitt (U-16 and Minor Football), and Tony Morley (Senior) " ^ ' J o h n W a l d r o n a n d Kelly (U-16 Football), Ollie 
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Michael Byrne, 
( J o h n s t o w n ) ITC^II lCI I l foCXS 

Be was born In 1914 and went 
to Derrylea School. There 

were four teachers in the school. 
The boys school had Miss Snee 
and Mr. Cooney, Principal. Mrs. 
Oooney and Miss Dwyer were 
teaching the girls. Several pupds 
of that time gave up school hi 
Spring and went back for the 
Winter. He left school at twelve. 
That time many left for America 
at sixteen, by car or train to 
Oueenstown (Cobh). It cost about 
£16 T h i r d Class in a steamer. 
The Journey took three or four 
weeks. T h e eldest would send 
home money as tiiey were earn­
ing. 

The farm that time was 22 
statute acres, so when he left 
school he worked on the land 
until he was 18 years. He then 
worked for the councd at 4/3d a 
day. T h e health stamp (P.R.S.D 
cost nine old pennies. 

In farming, eggs and pigs were 
the regular Income of the woman 
of the house. T h e eggler would 
come and buy tiie eggs. A lot of 
potatoes were grown he sold 
potatoes In Ballyhaunis for 2/3d 
a hunderweight - it hardly paid 
to grow them. 

At work 
Work started at eight o'clock, 

three quarters of an hour for din­
ner and finished at six-thirty for 
the councd, often hi the dark. He 
was never out of work and 
worked on Saturdays to one 
o'clock . He remembers cycling to 
Murneen - nineteen mde6 each 
way on one job. A few years later 
he became Ganger - keep 
accounts, lay out work for the 
men. 

They used a crusher on the 
Councd, driven by steam hi the 
sand p i t About seventy ton a day 
of stone went tlirough die 
crusher. Stone forks were used. 
Every man had to be working. 
Water had to be drawn to the 
work all the time about twenty or 
thirty barrel a day by donkey and 
cart. T h e Johnstown road was 
mainly laid during die war. 

Remembering the Economic 
War he sold lambs for eight old 
shdlhigs and a nice spring cow in 
calf for six pounds. 

Later he went to Vocational 
School at night and met Sean 

Griffin, R I . P . Pat Hughes and 
Mr. Modoy. Mr Cleary taught him 
woodwork. Most of the pupds in 
his class are dead and gone. His 
famdy went to Derrylea School 
and were taught by Mrs. Higgins 
and Johnny Higgins parents of 
J i m Higgins. Most of them emi­
grated at that time but many may 
have come home to Ireland 

Laughingly he recalled during 
an Election that two sides of a 
donkey were painted - one side 
with the F.F. candidates names 
the other with the F.G. candi­
dates name. 

Changes 
One of the biggest changes, in 

that country people are now tak­
ing part In Church affairs 
whereas when he was young it 
was ad towns people who took 
part in running a parish. In shop­
ping, three or four generations of 
his famdy dealt with Monica and 
Dotie Ddlon. He remembers old 
Mrs. Ddlon asking him to collect 
a box of bacon from the station in 
the donkey and cart. She gave 
him the box She put the bacon 
in a box inside the door - the 
back of this Danish bacon was 
ten or eleven Inches . This was 
Danish bacon so she asked him 
to bring it home and try it. He 
remembers that it was lovely and 
light with litde fat at 3 pence a 
pound. 

Everyone that time had plenty 
of oats thrashed by flail and 
hand. Some he sold, some was 
brought to the m d l . He remem­
bers diree m i l l s . D ie calves 
would get a fist of oaten meal and 
milk. Michael Curley was his 
chemist and was great for advice 
about animals. There was litde or 
no T .B . that time. There was a 
spinning wheel hi the village - to 
make ad woollen coats Tjaneens'. 
There was also a cobbler ln the 
village, as dicre were tadors and 
a joiner . 

Funerals that t ime had a horse 
and hearse. D ien It became 
motorised. He remembers one 
funeral very well. He rcmcmljcrs 
deep snow and using a sleigh as a 
hearse going Into town. At the 
Railway Bridge the mourners 
picked up the coffin and walked 
up to the Church with i t . D i e 
Priest was Fr. Prendergast R.I.P. 

Rationing 
During World War H you got an 

ounce or two of tea. There was a 
black market for things I.e. a £1 
for a pound of tea. 

Radio was a treat on a Sunday 
evening . He remembers a K B . 
set got on H.P. from a firm. Of 
course the houses then were ad 
thatched. Long scraws were 
stitched into the rafter for 
thatching. T h e straw thrashed 
with a flad - eight hiches of straw 
for the end. A rod was put across 
it and they were hammered by a 
mallet. Bobbins were left at the 
top, tied two or three inches from 
the top, like the capping In a 
house. It would last five or six 
years. A house he remembers 
was roofed In a day. 

Thrashing 
The saying "the days of the 

tlirasher" bring back memories of 
good times past to many people. 
Every farm at that time had an 
acre or two of corn and In late 
Autumn the tlirasher would come 
around. The day of the thrasher 
Is well remembered In John Dug-
g ; in 's song. All die neighbours 
(die Meitheal), gave a helping 
hand and there was great crack 
while die thrasher was In the vd-
lage. There was always ajar or 
two of porter on hand to quench 
the thirst. 

Tractors 
Not many in the vtílage. He 

remembers J i m Crlbbln's father 
buying a Ferguson 20. The first 
tractors were nearly ad Fordcs 
widi steel wheels, tiiat they dug 
up thc untarrcd roads as tiiey 
went over them. 

Light 
Plenty fat off pigs. Rushes were 

dipped ln the od and then it 
would dry up like a candle and it 
would be used. 
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Alice's kitchen 
J o h n Cleary 

It was a long room with a big 
table, plenty of chairs and an 

open fire. It was a warm welcom­
ing place and like all such places 
it drew people to it. I used to 
spend hours there reading comics 
with Thomas - "Dandy", "Beano," 
'T iger , " "Victor", "K id Colt," 
"Roy Rogers" and later "Charles 
Buchans Football Monthly". Mrs. 
Lyons never seemed to mind me 
being there. 

She was always Mrs. Lyons to 
me. I never felt comfortable with 
"Alice" until my own children 
used to say they were going into 
Alice's for sweets on the way hack 
to school after lunch. 

I am sure it was the warmth of 
the place that attracted people, 
yet people need excuses, a justifi­
cation, for being there. Mine were 
Thomas and messages, but for 
most of the other visitors the rea­
son was "cards". I remember 
when 1 wasn't much higher than 
the table, going into Mrs. Lyons' 
kitchen on odd occasions at night 
and every seat around the table 
would be taken up with a card 
player. 

Milo Henry was a member of 
that card school. He started play­
ing cards in Alice's in 1950. 

Milo remembers: 
"It was the homeliest atmo­

sphere ever. Y o u walked In behind 
the counter into the kitchen. The 
regular "school" consisted of John 
O'Brien, J immy O'Brien, Billy 
Baker, J i m Connell, Bert Mulli­
gan, Joe Fimi, Vinnie Horkan, 
Mick Kearns and myself. We 
played five nights a week - Mon­
day, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Sunday and also Sunday after­
noon if it was wet. It wasn't Just a 
"winter school". We played all the 
year round. We played Poker and 
Pontoon. Part and parcel of the 
night were the refreshments. Alice 
used to make tea and give us 
slices of "Skribona" cake, every 
night and we used to make a sub­
scription of l/6d apiece. Thomas, 
Alacquoe and Mrs. Lyons went to 
bed at various times between 9.30 
and 12.00. I never saw Mrs. Lyons 
up whenever I was leaving the 
house. 

H ie rule was last one out put 
out the lights and pulled the hall 

The oldest person at this year's station in 
Mike Cleary's, Alice Lyons, holding the 
youngest child in Clare St.. Sinead Byrne. 

door after them. I remember one 
night. Pat Joe Lyons was on his 
way home. He counted his money: 
" I 'm winning four slilllings'' says 
he. He was called back for one 
more game and at the heel of the 
hunt not only had he lost the four 
slilllings but two shillings more as 
well. His parting comment that 
night was: "anymore I won't 
county my money until I am at the 
Mill". I also remember one 14th 
August when J i m Connell and Vin­
nie Horkan were on their way 
home. They arrived at Paul Wal­
dron's corner and met their neigh­
bours walking to Knock. The two 
boys hadn't the courage to say 
what they were doing out at that 
hour of the morning and walked to 
Knock with the rest of them out of 
shame. 

Apart from being a card playing 
house it was also a great visiting 
house. There had been a "25 
School" in operation in earlier 
years. On different occasions, 
these members would come in and 
stand or sit around and watch and 
chat as we played cards. The peo­
ple who used to visit that I 
remember were J im Kelly, Ned 
Grogan, Mick Tarmey, Seamus 
IDuffy, Tommy Klrrane. Dave 
Judge, Willie Murphy, Brod Byrne, 
Cyril and J immy O'Malley and 
Eamon Phillips. 

I certainly had some great times 
in Uiat kitchen. Hie "school" 
broke up sometime in the early 
'60s. I left Gallaghers and went on 
die road. Mrs. Lyons is a woman of 
great charm and wit". T o tills day, 
Mdo says that whenever he meets 
Alice she always makes him 
laugh. 

Other 'visitors* 
The card player .s weren't the 

only ones to occupy the kitchen. 
Noreen Finn stayed in Lyons' at 
that time and worked at her trade 
as dressmaker upstairs but 1 have 
memories of material, needles and 
thread, scissors and inch tape. I 
was always fascinated by Noreen's 
serrated scissors as we didn't 
have one like it in our house. 

Then there was Johnny Regan 
who stayed there during my boy­
hood, adolescent and early man­
hood days. I don't remember 
Johnny being in the kitchen too 
much. He left early In die morning 
and returned late at night usuady. 
Other lodgers that I remember at 
different times were Mick Kearns, 
J i m Foley, one of die first butch­
ers in Mickey Webb's factory. 
There was a baker who worked in 
Hubert Lyons' and came from 
Clare. I can't remember his name. 
He had grey hair so I thought he 
was an old man. He used to coach 
us in hurling on the street outside. 
He did a good job because Thomas 
Lyons afterwards played in goal 
for the Mayo Minor Hurlers. 

Sometime in the early 60's the 
kitchen was divided. The near 
side (beside the fire) became a sit­
ting/living room and die far side 
became a dining room/kitchen. At 
this stage Alacquoe had gone to 
England nursing. I have memories 
of Alacquoe's visits home at 
Christmas and "parties". They 
weren't very big "do 's " but I 
remember them as being great 
fun. Angela O'Madey, R.I.P., 
would come down. Whenever 
Angela and Alice got togetiier 
there was always fun and laughter. 
Sometimes my mother would be 
tìiere and I remember Alacquoe's 
friends at this time being Mary 
Nady and Noreen Culliney. 

An annual event in the 6treet in 
the 60's was die arrival of Alice's 
sister Imelda and her husband, 
Harry, with their chddren Maeve, 
Steven and young Imelda. T h e 
lads in the street always looked 
forward to this because Harry 
used to "coach us in soccer" in 
the sandpit be6ide Joe Regan's 
old shed. He was highly qualified 
- he had seen Manchester United 
play and Denis Law!' 

She 6tdl has her annual visitors, 
Alacquoe, Wady and grandsons 
John and David. Wady doesn't 
"coach soccer" but he ha6 a "pass­
ing interest" in die Sport of Kings. 

Smokies song says "for 21 years 
I've been living next door to Alice" 
but for me "for over 21 years I was 
lucky to be living across the road 
from Alice". 
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PATRONS 
The "Annagh" Magazine Society is grateful to the following for their support: thanks is also due to 

the patrons who wish to remain anonymous. 

A L B . B A N K , Br idge Street 30464/30726 
A L M A ' S Lad ies ' and Gent 's Hairdressing Salon, Clare Street 30354 
A U G U S T I N I A N F A T H E R S (Hon.), T h e A b b e y 30031 
A V O N D A L E B & B , High-class Accommodat ion, Clare S t (Bridle Lev ins prop.) 30345 
B A L L I N L O U G H R E F R I G E R A T I O N C O . L T D (After 7 p.m. 30426). F a x 40230 - T e l . 40045 
B A L L Y H A U N I S T Y R E C E N T R E (Kieran Dye r , prop.) Car: 88569155-30573/late at 30677 
B A N K O F I R E L A N D , T h e Square 30073 
B I L L Y ' S B A R & N I T E C L U B , Main Street (Parties & Functions) 30443 
B I N G O C L U B , Scouts' D e n 30649 
B O X I N G C L U B , Bal lyhaunis. 
B R I D G E C L U B , Bal lyhaunis. 
B U R K E , D . H . , Supermarket, Upper Main Street 30482 
B Y R N E , P A T R I C K , Victual ler & Grocer, K n o x Street 30283 
B Y R N E ' S B A R , Foodmarket , Clare Street 30039 

C A M P B E L L , B I L L & E D D I E , Auctioneers & Insurance Brokers, K n o x Street 30082 
C A R N E Y , E U G E N E : T h e G e m , Newsagency, T o y s , JeweUery , Grocery 30840 
C A S H E L ' S E N G I N E E R I N G , Slatted houses, crews fully insured 30517/30214 
C A U L F I E L D , K A T H L E E N , Fami ly Grocer, Upper Main Street 30637 
C E N T R A L H O T E L , Prop.: J o h n and Carmel V a h e y 30030 
C H A M B E R O F C O M M E R C E : J o h n Ha lp in (Sec.) 30012 
C H U R C H F I E L D H O U S E H O T E L , Knock (094) 88281 
C L O C K T A V E R N , K n o x Street 30344 
C O E N , S E A M U S , Garage, Dev l is 30087 
C O L L E R A N ' S P H A R M A C Y , T h e Square 30028 
C O M M U N I T Y S C H O O L (Ballyhaunis), Knock Road 30238 
C O N N A C H T S C A F F O L D I N G L T D 30198 
C O N R O Y , P A T : Gent 's Outfitter, Househo ld Goods , K n o x Street 
C O S T E L L O E , C A N O N (Very Rev. Patrick, P.P., Hon. ) 30006 
C R E D I T U N I O N , Bal lyhaunis & District, Upper Main Street. 
C R E H A N , M A R T I N , Clare Street, Concrete Products 30328 
C R I B B I N ' S , Victuallers, Main Street 30029 
C U N N I N G H A M , P A D D O : Londls Foodmarket , Abbey Street 30162 
C U R L E Y ' S B A R , Clare Street 30077 
C U R L E Y ' S C H E M I S T S , Main Street 30110 
C U R L E Y ' S Jewe l le ry & Cosmetics, Br idge Street 30110 
C U R R A N ' S P U B , Br idge Street 30357 

D E L A N E Y , P A D D Y , Select Bar & Lounge, Abbey Street 30024 
D E L A N E V S L T D . , Hardware , Wadpaper, Paint, Househo ld , Gifts, Br idge Street 30296 
D I L L O N ' S T r a v e l Agents, Fancy Goods , T h e Square 30021 
D O H E R T Y S Betting Office, Main Street 30628/30738 
D O N N E L L A N ' S Jo inery , Undertakers, Funeral H o m e 30045 
D U R K A N ' S , D r i n k Distr ibutors, Dev l i s 30034 

E L E C T R I C A L & P U M P S E R V I C E S L T D . , Bal lyhaunis F a x 30761; T e l . : 30226 

F A R A H E X P O R T S (JRL . ) , Bal lyhaunis 30101 
F I N N , T O M , Footwear Special ist Main Street 30141 
F I T Z G E R A L D ' S : Grocery & Confectionery, Br idge Street 
F I T Z - P A C K C A R T O N S L T D • ••••»•••••••• 3 0 8 0 8 / 8 0 ? ^ Ì 
F O R D E ' S L T D . , T h e House for all the Fami ly , T h e Square 30013 
F O R K A N ' S B & B , E n Suite rooms, K n o x Street 30888 
F R E Y N E B E R N A R D , Weld ing Centre, T o o l H i re , Knox Street 30152 
F R E Y N E ' S G A R A G E & F I L L I N G S T A T I O N , Clare Street 30043 
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G A A - S P O R T S C L U B , (Cha i rman, G e r r y Lyons) 30737 
G A L L A G H E R ' S , Bu i lders ' Prov iders , Furn i ture, Main Street 30020 
G A R M E N T S : Lad ies ' Fashions, Main Street 30051 
G A R V E Y - M O R A N , C , School Suppl ies, K n o x Street 30079 
G E R R Y ' S H A I R D R E S S E R , Barrack Street. 
G L Y N N , P A T , Photographer , Doctor 's R o a d 30026 
G O L F C L U B , BaUyhaunis - Coolnaha 30014 
G R E A N E Y , R E V . F R . M., C .C . (Hon.) , Uppe r Main Street 30095 
G R E E N E , A T T R A C T A , Dressmak ing, H a n d Embro ide red I r i sh Dance Cs tms, Car rowrea ...30760 
G R E E N S P R 1 N T , Main Street 30597 
G R I F F I N , M I K E , T a x i Service, Clare R o a d / Dev l i s 30213 
G R O G A N , A U S T I N & S O N S , Concrete Products, Cave 30072 
G U N C L U B , Ba l lyhaunis & Dist r ic t (Cha i rman, T o m m y Waldron) 30472 

H A L A L M E A T P A C K E R S , Clare R o a d 30555 
H A N N A N ' S , Den is & Cla i re, O a k Bar, B r idge Street 30099 
H A R V E S T F R E S H , Fru i t , Veg . , Ma in Street 30736 
H A Z E U E H L L E N T E R P R I S E S L T D . , Mi lo H e n r y , T i m b e r , Europal lets 30094/30774 
H E A L Y , J O E , Budd ing Contractor, A n n a g h 30481 
H E L E N ' S I A U N D R E T T E , Barrack Street 30841 
H E R R , F R E D , Grocer , K n o x Street. 
H I G G I N S , J I M , T . D . , Dev l i s 30052 
H I G G I N S , Spar Foodmarke t , Ma in Street 30023 
H O R K 1 N S , T O M , Grocer and Newsagent, Upper Main Street 30076 
H O R A N ' S T U D O R I N N , Main Street 30885 
H O R S E S H O E I N N , A b b e y Street. 30178 

I R I S H A L E B R E W E R I E S 30130 
I R I S H R U N N E R : F r a n k Grea l ly , Mar t in J o y c e , P . O . Box 1227 Dub l i n 8 (01) 538693 

J A C K H A L P l N ' S : Pub G r u b , Trad i t iona l I r i sh Music, Main St. 30012 
J A C K D 3 ' S H A I R S A L O N , Main Street 30807 
J E N N I N G S , B E R N A R D , K n o x Street 30315 
J O H N S T O N ' S M A C H I N E R Y , Farming C o m m u n i t y Specialists, K n o x Street 30019 
J O R D A N , A U S T I N & S O N S , Genera l Merchants, Upper Main Street 30025 
J O R D A N W I N D O W S , Clare Street 30641 
J O Y C E , M I C H A E L , 9 Washington Street West , Co rk (021) 270391 

K A Y S S A L O N , K n o x Street 30062 
K E A N E ' S K I T C H E N S L T D . , K i tchen, Bed room, Furni ture, Clare R o a d 30038 
K E A N E , J O E , Merchant T a d o r , K n o x Street 30751 
K E L L Y , P A D R A I C , Furn i ture Manufacturer, D r imbane 30089 

L I L L Y , J O H N J . , P lant H i r e , J o h n s t o w n 30352 
L O U G H R A N , F. J . , M .V .B . , M .R .C .V .S . , Uppe r Main Street 30017 
L Y O N S , G E R A R D , W isebuy Foodstore, A b b e y Street 30323 
L Y O N S , J A M E S , Publ ican, Main Street. 
L Y O N S , M I C H A E L J . , Coach & Min i Bus H i r e , Lecarrow 30347 

M c G A R R Y , G E R A R D & Associates, Deve lopment Consultants, Architects, Engineers 30170 
M c G A R R Y S Lad ies ' and Gen t ' s Outf i t ters 30084 
M c N A M A R A : Car D ismant ler , Dub l i n R o a d 30439 
M c N l C H O L A S , J . J . , Insurance & T r a v e l Agency, Br idge Street 30379 / 30794 
Mac S I U R T Á J N : Publ ican, Main Street 30854 
M A D D E N , G E R A L D , Snooker Tab les , Gur teen 30028 
M A N O R H O U S E , Restaurant, Accommodat ion , Wedd ings , etc., Knock R o a d 30700 
M E A D O W F A R M E G G S , Car rowkeel 30183 
M E R C Y S I S T E R S (Hon.) , A b b e y Street 30108 
M I C H E A L ' S M E A T S , Br idge Street 30752 
M I D - W E S T T A V E R N , K n o x Street. 
M O R A N ' S Coaches & Mini-bus H i r e , Knock Road 30346 
M O R A N B R O S . C O N S T R U C T I O N L T D . , Budd ing and Publ ic Works Contractors !"!! !"! . . .30l46 
M O R A N , T O M M I E , Sweets, Ices, Fancy Goods , Fue l Merchant, Main Street .. 30493 
M O R L E Y , P . J . , T . D . , Bekan ; ( 094) 80217 
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M O R L E Y , T O N Y & S O N S , Exter ior and Inter ior Decorators, K n o x Street 30944 
M U L H E R N , E D W A R D , Bar and T a x i Service, Clare Street 30249 
M U L R E N N A N , J A M E S & S O N S , F i t ted Ki tchens & Bed room Specialists, 

Keane Ki tchen Centre 30038 
M U N R O , B R I A N & S O N S , Insurance Broker 30343 
M U R P H Y ' S A U T O S A L E S : Main H y u n d a i Dealer , Dub l i n Road 30307 
M.W.R. F . M . 96.1, A b b e y Street A d s . 30553: Requests 30169 

N.C.F. L T D . , Mart and Stores 30166 
N E S T O R & C O . , Accountants, Upper Main Street 30005 
N E W S R O U N D , Newsagency, T o y s , Gi f tware, Cards, Main Street 30897 

O ' B R I E N , J O H N , Auctioneer, E B S Agent , Main Street 30088 
O ' C O N N O R , J O H N , Ronoco L td . , Doctor 's Road 30037 
O R I G I N A L S b y Mary S m y t h L td . , Designers of Unique Clothes, Clare Street 30373 

P A R O C H I A L H A L L B I N G O 30212 
P A T T E R S O N , N . & P, An ima l Hea l th Centre, Main Street 30113 
P H I L L I P S , E A M O N , High-Class Victual ler, Upper Main Street 30381 
P H I L L I P S , P A D D Y , Publ ican 30118 
P H I L L I P S , C H A R L I E & S O N S , Shoes and Drapery , Main Street 30368 
R A T T J G A N ' S B A R , K n o x Street 30157 
R O C H F O R D M O T O R S , Main Mitsubishi Dealers, Knock Road 30163/30350 
R U A N E , P., Rad io and T . V . , Dealer / Repair , K n o x Street 30129 
R Y A N ' S S U P E R - V A L U , Main Street 30359 
R Y A N ' S F A S H I O N S A L O N , Main Street 30359 

S T . M A R Y ' S P R I M A R Y S C H O O L , Abbeyquarter 30310 
S T . J O S E P H ' S C O N V E N T O F M E R C Y Pr imary School, A b b e y Street 30505 
S T . P A T R I C K ' S D R A M A T I C S O C I E T Y . 
S O P f f l S T I C U T H A I R S A L O N , Lad ies ' & Gent 's , A b b e y Street 30492 

T . C . F A S T F O O D S , Main Street 
T R E N A ' S U N I S E X H A I R S A L O N , Abbey Street 
T Y N A N D I L L O N & C O . , Char tered Accountants, Clare Street 

U L S T E R B A N K L T D . , A b b e y Street 

V A L ' S L O U N G E , Bar Food Specialists, Mata Street 

W E B B . M . J . , Master Butcher, Main Street 
W E S T E R N B R A N D C H I C K E N L T D . , F resh and Frozen Da l l y 
W I N S T O N , G E R A R D , F a m d y Grocer, Dev l i s 

30357 
30837 
30261 

30003 
30069 
30395 
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