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Greetings 

vE days are getting noticeably shorter 
and colder, the nights are getting Conger, 

, which, in itself, is an indication that 
Christmas is fast approaching. 

Through the pages of Annagh Magazine, I am 
happy to have this opportunity of greeting all its 
readers and wishing you all, whether at home or 
abroad, a very happy and peaceful Christmas and 
every blessing in 1998. 

Last year got off to a great start with a success­
ful (parish Mission. There were wonderful atten­
dances both morning and evening with standing 
room only at some of the evening sessions. 

It also saw the introduction of the (Parish (Radio 
System which enables the sich^andhousebound to 
tune in to everything taking place in their parish 
church and thereby ensures that they are very much 
part of the community on a Sunday morning. 

Some old friends left us during the year. Fr. 
'Vincent McCarthy andTr. John O'Connor depart­

ed from the 
\ Augustinian 

(Friary, and in 
their place came 
(Fr. Michael 
Collender and 
(Fr. Timothy 
Walsh. We 
wish them all 
every happiness 

their in new 
assignments. 

Fr. Cooney being welcomed to the Stations in Mrs Noreen 
Horkan's, Churchpark 

Many other friends - twenty-sv^in all- depart­
ed this life. We remember them with affection; 
they will always have a special place in our 
prayers. We remember especially their families 
who mourn them and for whom this Christmas will 
be a lonely one. Jfowever, we assure them that 
they won't be alone because Christmas is a time of 
remembering and supporting. 

Our thoughts too are centred around those who 
won't be coming home for Christmas. They too are 
not forgotten and will be remembered in our 
Masses. 

May the new-born Christ bless you and your 
families this Christmas and during the coming year. 

Fr. J o s e p h C o o n e y 
P.P. B a l l y h a u n i s . 
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Editorial - 1 9 9 7 
r 

W elcome to 
this, the 
twentieth 

issue of the 
Annagh Magazine. 

M a n y p e o p l e h a v e b e e n 

i n v o l v e d i n i t s p r o d u c t i o n 

o v e r t h e p a s t t w e n t y y e a r s : 

m e m b e r s o f t h e A n n a g h 

M a g a z i n e A s s o c i a t i o n , a n d 

t h e i r J u n i o r C h a m b e r p r e d e ­

c e s s o r s , w h o s e n a m e s a r e 

k n o w n to a l l , a n d t h o s e w h o 

o p e r a t e q u i e t l y a n d u n o b t r u ­

s i v e l y i n t h e b a c k g r o u n d . Al l 

w o r k h a r d t o s o u r c e a n d g a t h ­

e r m a t e r i a l , a n d e n s u r e i t 

r e a c h e s t h e p r i n t e r s i n t i m e . 

I w o u l d l i k e t o p a y t r i b u t e t o 

t h e h a r d w o r k i n g p e o p l e w h o 

h a v e e n s u r e d t h e s u r v i v a l 

a n d d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e 

A n n a g h m a g a z i n e s i n c e t h e 

first i s s u e a p p e a r e d i n 1 9 7 8 . 

P u t t i n g a n A n n u a l p a r i s h 

m a g a z i n e t o g e t h e r i s a n 

e x a c t i n g a n d e x h a u s t i n g t a s k 

a n d t h e A n n a g h M a g a z i n e 

A s s o c i a t i o n is l u c k y t o h a v e 

p e o p l e o f t h e c a l i b r e o f t h e 

p r e s e n t a n d p a s t c o m m i t t e e s 

t o d o t h i s w o r k . H o w e v e r , 

n e w b l o o d a n d f r e s h i d e a s 

a r e n e c e s s a r y t o g u a r a n t e e 

t h e m a g a z i n e ' s c o n t i n u e d 

a p p e a r a n c e i n t h e f u t u r e a n d 

I a p p e a l f o r a n y o n e w h o 

f e e l s t h e y h a v e a c o n t r i b u ­

t i o n t o m a k e t o t h e f u t u r e 

s u c c e s s o f t h e A n n a g h to 

c o n s i d e r j o i n i n g t h e 

A s s o c i a t i o n . 

T h e p r o d u c t i o n o f t h e 

m a g a z i n e - c o m m i t t e e o r n o 

c o m m i t t e e - w o u l d b e i m p o s ­

s i b l e w i t h o u t t h o s e w h o c o n ­

t r i b u t e a r t i c l e s , r e p o r t s a n d 

p h o t o g r a p h s y e a r - a f t e r - y e a r 

a n d to w h o m w e s e n d o u r 

h e a r t f e l t t h a n k s . N e i t h e r 

w o u l d t h e m a g a z i n e b e p o s ­

s i b l e w i t h o u t t h e s u p p o r t o f 

o u r P a t r o n s , w h o m w e t h a n k 

s i n c e r e l y for t h e i r c o n t i n u e d 

g e n e r o s i t y . 

F i n a l l y , t h e A n n a g h 

M a g a z i n e A s s o c i a t i o n w o u l d 

l i k e t o d e d i c a t e t h i s i s s u e t o 

t h e m e m o r y o f N o e l 

W a l d r o n , o u r l o n g - s e r v i n g 

t r e a s u r e r w h o d i e d a s p r e p a ­

r a t i o n for i t s p u b l i c a t i o n w a s 

u n d e r w a y . N o e l ' s c o n t r i b u ­

t i o n t o t h e A n n a g h M a g a z i n e 

o v e r t h e y e a r s i s w e l l k n o w n 

t o a l l o f u s . H i s a t t e n d a n c e 

a t m e e t i n g s w a s r e g u l a r a n d 

p u n c t u a l ; h i s v a l u e d c o n t r i ­

b u t i o n s t o d e b a t e a n d d i s c u s ­

s i o n w e r e a l w a y s c a r e f u l l y 

t h o u g h t o u t , b a l a n c e d a n d 

c o n s i d e r a t e t o a l l i n v o l v e d . 

H e c a r r i e d o u t h i s w o r k a s 

T r e a s u r e r i n a t h o r o u g h a n d 

m e t i c u l o u s f a s h i o n , a n d h i s 

d i l i g e n c e i n t h i s r o l e p l a y e d 

a l a r g e p a r t i n e n s u r i n g t h e 

c o n t i n u e d e x i s t e n c e a n d 

d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e A n n a g h 

m a g a z i n e . 

Paul Waldron, 
Editor 
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The White Forty-Seven 
Tony <$oyCe remembers the (Big Snow 
of SO "Years Ago. 

I well remember the big snow 
storm of 1947 for the simple reason 
that I left Ballyhaunis to take up a 
position in Tuam in the middle of that 
big snow period. The snow com­
menced to fall on Monday morning, 
February the 24th and cleared for a 
few hours at mid-day, but it resumed 
snowing very heavily later in the 
evening and cont inued all night 
(Monday) and well into the Tuesday 
afternoon. From that Tuesday, 
February 25th to the following 
Saturday morning, the whole town of 
Ballyhaunis was completely isolated. 
We had no electricity, telephone, 
water or newspapers for a period of 
over four days. 

There were drifts of snow over six 
feet high on the roads in the town 
and leading to the town, and the 
severe frost which followed ensured 
that the snow remained on the 
ground for weeks - in some cases 
almost right up to May. I remember 
well, on the Saturday morning, get­
ting five days newspapers plus the 
'Western People' in Joe Flatley's on 
Saturday morning, March 1st. 

Of course, traffic in and out of the 
town for those last few days of 
February was almost completely 
impossible and presented many prob­
lems, especially for funerals. At least 

Back: Tommy Joe Forde, 
Carmel Waldron, Marie Flatley. 

Front: Paddy Forry, Aiden Waldron 
(Courtesy: Carmel Waldron). 

three people died in the town of 
Ballyhaunis that week and as far as I 
can recall they were Willie Lyons of 
Clare Street, Anne Greally of Main 
Street and Mrs. Hopkins of Barrack 
Street. The introduction of the motor 
hearse was virtually impossible and 
the coffins had to be drawn along on 
sheets of galvanise on the frozen 
snow. But the people responded to 
this situation admirably and the 
coffins were duly dispatched to the 
graveyard. There were also problems 
there as there was considerable diffi­
culty in finding the exact family 
graves, but we presume that this 
problem was solved as well. A Mrs. 
Kirrane from Cloonbulban, Bekan 
also died on the Wednesday, 
(February 26th) and I remember her 
son Jack - who was not a young man 
- having to walk into town in the 
snow, to make arrangements for the 
funeral of his mother. 

A meet ing was held in the 
Parochial Hall with a view to alleviat­
ing the hardship on the poor of the 
town and it was presided ever by the 
Parish Priest, Archdeacon 
Prendergast. There were also prob­
lems with supplies, particularly 
bread, as at that time bread came by 
rail to Coyne's. There were amusing 
stories emerging from the difficulties 
too, and a local character, J immy 
Noone rushed into Coyne's shop and 
inquired from Mrs. Coyne if the 
turnovers turned up yet! 

It would appear that the worst hit 
area of the whole snowstorm was a 
stretch from Roscommon to 
Crossmolina, and conditions were 
particularly bad in the Loughglynn 
and Castlerea areas. At least three 
people were lost in the blizzard in the 
Belmullet - Erris area and two broth­
ers named McAndrew died in similar 
circumstances in the Nephin Beg 
region. Many buses were marooned 
in various areas around Ballina and 
Enniscrone and much shovelling of 
snow was done in several districts. 
Of course, if it happened nowadays, 
we believe that the problem would be 
solved earlier, and there would not be 
as much hardship or isolation. 

Snow on Main Street 
outside Gallagher's, February 1947. 

In some areas approaching 
Ballyhaunis, the roads were impass­
able for almost three weeks. When I 
was leaving the town for Tuam on 
Monday evening, March 10th, per 
Willie Eagney's taxi (R.I.P), we were 
forced to go via Claremorris, as the 
snow was still blocking the road in 
the Cloonfad - Dunmore districts. 

As the year 1847 will be remem­
bered as Black '47, the year 1947 
could be called the White '47. 
Although, at times, there were drifts 
of snow over eight feet high in roads 
and fields around Ballyhaunis, the 
day came when it was all gone, 
though it lasted well after Easter 
Sunday. 1947 can also be remem­
bered as the year after the bad har­
vest (1946) when people from the 
town went out to help the farmers, 
and the year before the election of 
the first Coalition (or Inter-Party) 
Government in February 1948. And, 
for good measure, you may like to 
know that 1947 was the year that 
Cavan beat Kerry 2-11 to 2-7 in New 
York on September 14th, and a horse 
called "Caughoo" won the Grand 
National. Many will be surprised to 
know that the price of the pint in 
Ballyhaunis in 1947 was one shilling 
(five pence in today's money) - just 
imagine! 
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..Jram 1st oHhvember, 96to 31st (Bctober 1997 

Tony Waldron, Cave and 
Patricia Fadian, Achill. 

John Ryan, Derrylahan and 
Mary Flanagan, Loughglynn. 

Kieran Cunnane, 
Carrowkeel and Rita Flynn, 
Ballinlough. 

Barbara Kenny, Skeghard 
& Michael Caulfield, Tooreen. 

Fiona McNamara, 
Brackloon and Thomas 
Naughton, Ballindine. 

Seamus Coffey, Tullaghane 
and Majella Waldron, 
Carrowkeel. 

John Cribbin, Knoekbrack 
and Sally White, Waterford. 

Mary Henry, Gurteen and 
Aidan Matthews, Dublin. 

Michael Heneghan, Station 
Rise and Anne Marie Kedian, 
Moneymore. 

Gerard Doherty, Annagh 
and Angela Prendergast, 
Ballindine. 

Sean Conway, Holywell and 
Claire Tigue, Kilkelly. 

Eamonn Glynn, Upper Main 
Street and Anne Quinn, 
Aghamore. 

Ann Maughan, Tooraree and 
Gerry Maughan, Castlerea. 

Pauline Morley, Kilmannin 
and Gerald Walsh, Dublin. 

Robert Herr, Knox St. and 
Mona Egan, Knoekbrack. 

Michelle Fitzmauriee, Forthill 
and Reman Reidy, Claremorris. 

Raymond Sloyan, Brackloon 
and Bernadette Burke, 
Ballyglunin, Co. Galway. 

Thomas Meehan, Annagh 
and Anne-Marie Moran, 
Carrownedan. 

Vincent McNamara, Upper 
Main St. and Sharon 
Naughton, Ballyforan, Co. 
Roscommon 

James Fleming, Ballyhaunis 
& Catherine Tarpey, Kiltimagh. 

Paul Donnellan, Clare St. 
and Paula Walsh, Castlerea, Co. 
Roscommon. 

Alan Henry, Upper Main 
Street, and Niamh Creighlon, 
Claremorris. 

Parish ofA^nna^h 1997 

James Bartholomew Lyons 
Carol Freeley 
Dylan Munnich 
Shauna Margaret Costello 
Ryàn Michael Kilbane 
Erika Louise Webb 
Sean Bernard Lannon 
Ailish Carmel Phillips 
Shane Terence Maughan 

Aoife Kathleen Nolan 
Cormac Thomas Reidy 
Brendan Joseph Morrissey 
Jonathan Paul Ryan 
James Patrick Cribbin 
Ciara Catherine Heslin 
Martin Joseph Conlon 
Cian John Henry 
Lisa Marie McGuire 
Sorcha Teresa McNamara 
Kaitlyn Olivia Clarke 

Deceased of the 
Parish 

1st Nov. 1996 to 15th Nov. 1997 

t ^ t 

Sr. Paschal Newell, Convent of Mercy 
Mark Waldron, Cave 
Mrs. Margaret Neenan, Coolnafarna 
Mrs. Winifred Kilboyle, Tullaghaun 
Mrs. Ellen McDonagh, Tooraree 
Mrs. Mary Carney, Island 
Declan Mulhern, Knock Road 
Mrs. Bridget Moore, Gurrane 
Martin Comer, Killinaugher 
John Smyth, Brackloon South 
Eamonn Dwane, Clare St. 
Kevin Beirne, Main St. 
Mrs. Bridget Curran, Doctors Rd. 
Mrs. Teresa Folliard, Kiltaboe 
Mrs. Kitty Trainor (neé Dyer), late of Brackloon Nth. 
Mrs. Kitty Jordan, Lecarrow 
Michael Boyle (Brod), Ballinphuill 
Luke Freeley, Spaddagh, late of Scregg. 
Lawrence Lynch, Holywell 
Michael Keegan, Pattenspark 
Michael Cunnane, Scregg 
Peter McHugh, Devlis 
Bernard McDonagh, Ballybofey, Co. Donegal 
Noel Waldron, Devlis 
Mrs. Maureen Dyar, late of Devlis 
Edward Biesty, Kilmannin 
Mrs. Rosaleen Dwane, Clare St. 

Natives of Annagh parish who 
died elsewhere 

Mrs. Josie Murphy (neé Morley), Knox St. and 
London; Mrs. Gemma Kelly (neé Smyth), Abbey 
St. and Dublin; Mrs. Teresa Farrell (neé 
Mulrennan), Gurteen and Bekan; Mrs. Agnes 
Gilmore (neé Byme), Knox St. and Brickens; Mrs. 
Nora Oates (neé Kenny), Clagnagh and U.S.; Mrs. 
Mary Sutton (neé Byrne), Johnstown and U.S.; 
Mrs. Julia Waldron (neé Melvin), Ballindrehid and 
U.S.; Mrs. Bridie McGuire (neé Gannon), 
Johnstown and U.S.; David Plunkett, Forthill and 
England; Mrs. Nancy Hayes (neé Coyne), 
Ballyhaunis and Maynooth; Mrs. Bridie Parkes 
(neé Hunt), Moneymore and Manchester; Michael 
Griffin, Clare St. and England; Gus Lanigan, Clare 
St. and Manchester; Mrs. Margaret Harte (neé 
Phillips), Main St. and Frenchpark; Michael 

McGuire. Ballindrehid and London. 



Ballyhaunis Chamber 
of Commerce 

BALLYHAUNIS C H A M B E R 
O F COMMERCE, as w i t h 
o t h e r C h a m b e r s t h r o u g h ­

o u t I r e l and , is c u r r e n t l y finding 
i tself faced w i t h t h e c h a l l e n g e of 
t h e a c c r e d i t a t i o n p r o c e s s . T h i s is 
d e s i g n e d to i m p r o v e a n d focus 
C h a m b e r s a n d to b r i n g t h e m in 
l i n e w i t h t h e i r E u r o p e a n a n d 
U.S.A. c o u n t e r p a r t s , a n d to 
c e m e n t t h e i r ro le a s t h e recog­
n i s e d vo ice of I r i sh Bus iness . 

l b a c h i e v e a c c r e d i t a t i o n 
r e q u i r e s t h e C h a m b e r to m e e t a 
se t s t a n d a r d in five m a i n a r ea s : 

1 . Local Economic 
Deve lopment 

2 . Representat ion 

3 . In fo rmat ion 

4 . Educat ion and Tra in ing 

5 . Admin is t ra t ion , 
Membersh ip and Basic 
Deve lopment 

To t h i s e n d , B a l l y h a u n i s 
C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e is cur ­
r e n t l y o n a m e m b e r s h i p dr ive, as 
o n e of t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s is a 
m e m b e r s h i p b a s e b ig e n o u g h to 
r e p r e s e n t t h e a r e a a n d fund a 
C h a m b e r Office. M u c h of t h e 
g r o u n d w o r k h a s t a k e n p l a c e 
b e h i n d t h e s c e n e s a n d , over t h e 
pas t n u m b e r of yea r s , t he foun­
da t i on for t h e fu ture of o u r a r ea 
h a s b e e n se t in p lace . 

B a l l y h a u n i s i tself is po i sed for 
c h a n g e o n a scale n e v e r before 
e x p e r i e n c e d . T h e t o w n en joys a 
u n i q u e pos i t ion in tha t we h a v e 
a l m o s t a s m a n y e m p l o y e d in o u r 
t own a s w e h a v e re s iden t . T h e 
c h a l l e n g e is no t j u s t to hold th i s 
pos i t ion , b u t to d e v e l o p it fu r the r 
o n a n o n g o i n g bas is . 

fry Mary Smyth 

T h e s a n c t i o n i n g of a t w e n t y -
t w o m i l l i o n p o u n d s G o v e r n m e n t 
s p e n d is t h e k e y to e n s u r i n g t h a t 
o u r vi ta l i n f r a s t ruc tu re is b e i n g 
p u t i n p l ace w i t h t h e s tar t of t h e 
B a l l y h a u n i s S e w e r a g e a n d Wate r 
S c h e m e . I n t h r e e p h a s e s t h i s 
will g ive u s : 

1. A s ta te of t h e a r t t r e a t m e n t 
p l a n t 

2. P u m p i n g s t a t i o n a n d p i p e 
w o r k go ing a long M a i n S t ree t 
a n d Clare S t ree t 

3. T h e e x t e n s i o n of L o u g h M a s k 
Wate r S c h e m e a n d all o t h e r 
p i p e w o r k 

I n Apr i l of t h i s y e a r exc i t ing 
p l a n s for o u r t o w n w e r e u n v e i l e d 
b y M a y o C o u n t y C o u n c i l . 
En t i t l ed "The I n t e g r a t e d Ac t ion 
P lan for B a l l y h a u n i s in to t h e 21st 
C e n t u r y " , it gave u s a g l i m p s e of 
t he m a s s i v e p o t e n t i a l o u r t o w n 
h a s . 

Cred i t m u s t go to t h e C o u n t y 
C o u n c i l a n d t h e C o u n t y 
Arch i t ec t ' s Office for t he i r v i s ion . 
Cred i t too m u s t a l so go to o u r 
local p e o p l e - too m a n y to m e n ­
t ion h e r e - for t h e i r d e t e r m i n a ­
t ion a n d ded i ca t i on to th i s t o w n 
ove r t h e y e a r s . T h r o u g h s p e n d ­
ing t h e i r t i m e a n d m o n e y h e r e , 
i m p r o v i n g a n d e x p a n d i n g t h e i r 
b u s i n e s s e s , t h e y m a k e a s ta te­
m e n t of faith in o u r a rea . T h e 
C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e h a s 
p l a y e d a pivotal role in th i s a r e a 
ove r t he yea r s . 

In c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h BRCIE, 
t h e d e v e l o p i n g a r m of t h e 
C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e , a t o w n 

p l a n h a s b e e n d r a w n u p a n d wil l 
b e l a u n c h e d i n t a n d e m w i t h o u r 
p l a n s for t h e four a n d a h a l f a c r e 
si te ( d o n a t e d b y A v o n m o r e Pic i n 
N o v e m b e r ) . O n e of t h e m o r e 
e x c i t i n g a s p e c t s is t h e 
T e c h n o l o g y C e n t r e , w h i c h w e 
i n t e n d to d e v e l o p as a l i fe long 
l e a r n i n g c e n t r e of e x c e l l e n c e 
w i t h a v i e w to n o t j u s t a t t r a c t i n g 
n e w p e o p l e a n d b u s i n e s s to t h e 
t o w n , b u t a l so to ass is t o u r o w n 
m a n y h o m e g r o w n e n t r e p r e ­
n e u r s . 

B a l l y h a u n i s C h a m b e r of 
C o m m e r c e is c u r r e n t l y es tab l i sh­
i n g n e w a n d exc i t ing l i n k s w i t h 
o t h e r C h a m b e r s , n o t j u s t n a t i o n ­
a l ly b u t i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . 
B a l l y h a u n i s C h a m b e r h a s forged 
l i n k s w i t h t h e J a p a n C h a m b e r 
a n d t h e t o w n is f e a t u r e d o n 
I n t e r n e t a n d i n t h e J a p a n 
C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e 
Magaz ine . We look fo rward to 
d e v e l o p i n g t h e s e l i n k s to t h e i r 
full po t en t i a l . 

If y o u a re i n t e r e s t e d in s tar t ­
ing a b u s i n e s s in B a l l y h a u n i s w e 
w o u l d b e d e l i g h t e d to h e a r f rom 
y o u . P lease call (0907) 30311 for 
f u r t h e r d e t a i l s of o u r n e w 
E n t e r p r i s e a n d T e c h n o l o g y 
C e n t r e . B a c k g r o u n d de ta i l s o n 
B a l l y h a u n i s A r e a c a n b e f o u n d 
o n I n t e r n e t a d d r e s s : 
ht tp: / /Bal lyhaunis .mayo/ireland. ie 

B a l l y h a u n i s C h a m b e r of 
C o m m e r c e will h o s t a Gala N e w 
Year's Eve Ball t h i s y e a r i n t h e 
n e w l y r e f u r b i s h e d Scouts ' D e n . 
T i c k e t s a r e o n sa le f rom Edd ie 
M u r p h y ' s , T h e G e m , N e w s r o u n d , 
Spar a n d T h e Wash Tub. P l a n s 
a r e afoot for a n Eas t e r P a r a d e 
a n d D a n c e , a n d l a t e r o n for a 
Trade Fair. 



F I R S T W O M A N P R E S I D E N T 

D e n i s e M o r a n m a d e h i s t o r y 

b y b e i n g e l e c t e d first w o m a n 

P r e s i d e n t of B a l l y h a u n i s 

C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e . D e n i s e 

(33) is a l so t h e y o u n g e s t e v e r 

P r e s i d e n t of t h e C h a m b e r . 

D e n i s e , d a u g h t e r of J a c k 

(R.I.P.) a n d M a r y M o r a n is a 

n a t i v e of Lecar row, B a l l y h a u n i s . 

She h a s o n e daugh t e r , S i n e a d 

(13) . She a t t e n d e d St. J o s e p h ' s , 

C o n v e n t of M e r c y , P r i m a r y 

S c h o o l , B a l l y h a u n i s a n d 

P r e s e n t a t i o n College, T u a m . 

Af t e r l e a v i n g s c h o o l s h e 

w o r k e d i n G a l w a y for a n u m b e r 

of y e a r s . S h e r e t u r n e d to 

B a l l y h a u n i s i n 1988 for ' t h r e e 

m o n t h s ' a n d is still h e r e ! In 

D e c e m b e r of 1992, a l o n g w i t h 

h e r s i s te r Barbara , s h e o p e n e d 

t h e 'Wash Tub ' i n A b b e y St ree t . 

As t h i s p r o v e d to b e a success fu l 

b u s i n e s s t h e y e x p a n d e d a n d 

o p e n e d a n o t h e r b u s i n e s s i n 

C a s t l e r e a i n 1994. 

S h o r t l y a f t e r o p e n i n g t h e 

b u s i n e s s i n Ba l lyhaun i s , s h e go t 

i n v o l v e d w i t h B a l l y h a u n i s 

C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e a n d 

BRCIE ( B a l l y h a u n i s R e g i o n 

C o m m u n i t y I n n o v a t i o n a n d 

E n t e r p r i s e ) . At first s h e w a s 

r e l u c t a n t to j o i n t h e C h a m b e r of 

C o m m e r c e b u t , w i t h p e r s u a s i o n 

f r o m h e r b a n k m a n a g e r , T i m 

S h a n l e y , s h e w e n t a l o n g to a 

m e e t i n g a n d w a s i m p r e s s e d w i t h 

w h a t s h e saw. D e n i s e n o w says : 

"It is i m p o r t a n t for e v e r y o n e to 

b e i n v o l v e d i n t h e i r o w n c o m ­

m u n i t y . " She n o w w i s h e s to 

d e v e l o p B a l l y h a u n i s C h a m b e r 

a l o n g t h e l i n e s of t h e n e w 

a c c r e d i t a t i o n p r o g r a m m e c o m ­

i n g i n for all C h a m b e r s . She 

Denise Moran, President, 
Ballyhaunis Chamber of Commerce. 

w o u l d l ike to m a r r y t h e expe r i ­

e n c e of t h e m o r e e s t a b l i s h e d 

m e m b e r s w i t h t h e e n t h u s i a s m 

a n d v i s ion of t h e n e w . 



The Egglers, or 
Travelling Shop as it was 
sometimes called, was a 
familiar sight travelling 
the roads around 
Ballyhaunis for decades. 

T h o s e w h o o p e r a t e d t h e m 
gave a n exce l l en t s e rv i ce to t h e 
f a r m i n g c o m m u n i t y ca l l i ng 
w e e k l y to e a c h h o u s e b u y ­
ing eggs a n d se l l ing gro­
ce r i e s . 

T h e c a t c h m e n t a r e a of 
B a l l y h a u n i s w a s o n e of t h e 
l a rges t egg p r o d u c i n g a r e a s 
of t h e c o u n t r y d u e p e r h a p s 
to t h e n u m b e r of sma l lho ld ­
e r s . For t h e w o m a n of t he 
h o u s e eggs w e r e a c a s h c rop 
t h a t p a i d t h e h o u s e h o l d 
b i l l s a n d , it is said, m o n e y 
from eggs s o m e t i m e s pa id a 
d a u g h t e r ' s fo r tune . W h e n 
t h e Eggle rs s t a r t ed b r i n g i n g 
g r o c e r i e s ou t t he c o u n t r y a 
b a r t e r s y s t e m d e v e l o p e d 
w h e r e b y t h e eggs w o u l d b e 
e x c h a n g e d for g roce r i e s . 

Before t h e S e c o n d World 
War, a n d for s o m e y e a r s 
after, r ad io s a n d n e w s p a ­
p e r s w e r e ve ry r a r e in t,he 
c o u n t r y a n d the Eggler was 
o n e of t h e w a y s b y w h i c h 
n e w s w a s p a s s e d a l o n g , 
o t h e r w a y s b e i n g t h e 
P o s t m a n a n d the Travel le rs . 
M i c h a e l K e a n e of Ki l tabo 
r e m e m b e r s it w a s t h e Eggler 
( C u n n i n g h a m ' s ) w h o b r o u g h t 
n e w s of t h e d e a t h of Michae l 
Coll ins . 

T h e m a r k e t w a s in Eng land 

6y Martin Torde 

a n d , i n t h e sixties, E n g l a n d w a s 
b e c o m i n g self suff icient d u e to 
t h e D e e p Li t ter s y s t e m ( a n i n t e n ­
sive m e t h o d of egg p r o d u c t i o n 
w h e r e t h e h e n s a r e k e p t i n d o o r s 
at all t i m e s ) . As t h o s e eggs co u l d 
b e p r o d u c e d m o r e c h e a p l y a n d 
got a h o l d in t h e m a r k e t t h e p r i ce 
for f ree- range eggs d r o p p e d a n d 
t h e d e c l i n e h a d b e g u n . M a r k s 
a n d S p e n c e r s w h o h a v e s to re s in 

Paddy O'Brien 
& Mrs. Fitzpatrick, Brickens. 

E n g l a n d a n d I r e l and h a v e r e c e n t ­
ly s t a t e d tha t in fu ture t h e y wil l 
be s tock ing o n l y free-range eggs . 
It a p p e a r s t h e w h e e l h a s g o n e 
full c i rc le . 

T h e la te E d d i e Biesty r e m e m ­
b e r e d M i c h a e l Lyons , C la re St., 
as b e i n g t h e first to go o u t t h e 
c o u n t r y b u y i n g eggs w i t h t h e 
h o r s e a n d c a r t a b o u t 1912. 
( M i c h a e l w a s a r e l a t i v e of 
Michae l L y o n s w h o h a s a b i c y c l e 
s h o p i n Bridge St.) . P r io r to t h a t 
t h e p e o p l e b r o u g h t t h e eggs to 
t o w n i n b a s k e t s , a n d sold t h e m to 
o n e of t h e E x p o r t e r s o r to s h o p s 
w h o in t u r n sold t h e m o n to t h e 
E x p o r t e r s . E d d i e h i m s e l f a s a 
y o u n g l ad s t a r t ed w i t h t h e h o r s e 

a n d ca r t b u y i n g eggs for h i s 
u n c l e P. J . Caulf ie ld . H e 
w o u l d h a v e feed for t h e h o r s e 
b u t w o u l d d e p e n d h i m s e l f o n 
a few h o u s e s for a c u p of t ea 
a n d a b i t e to ea t . S o m e t i m e s 
h e w o u l d b e s t a rved w i t h t h e 
h u n g e r w h e n h e got h o m e 
b u t af ter a m e a l a n d a good 
n igh t ' s s l e e p h e w o u l d b e off 
a g a i n i n t h e m o r n i n g a s 
h a p p y as Lar ry . 

D o w n t h e y e a r s t h e r e w e r e 
s e v e r a l Egg le r s i n 
Ba l l yhaun i s : Michae l Lyons , 
D e n i s Foudy , Paddy O 'Br ien , 
T b m m i e F l a t l e y a n d S e a n 
Griffin in Clare St., M u r r a y ' s 
i n Dev l i s , C u n n i n g h a m ' s , 
D u r k a n ' s a n d H a n n o n ' s , 
A b b e y St., M i c h a e l F o u d y , 
Br idge St., B y r n e Bros . , 
F i tzgera ld ' s a n d P.J. Caul f ie ld 
w h o w a s t h e first to h a v e a 
l o r r y ( H e w a s J a c k H a l p i n ' s 
fa ther - in- law) in M a i n St. In 

U p p e r M a i n St. t h e r e w a s N e d 
J o h n s o n ( g r a n d f a t h e r of 

M i c h a e l M u r r e n ) . V i n c e n t 
C a u l f i e l d ' s ( T o m m i e M i c k ' s ) , 
Micks ie Caulf ie ld , G u s Caul f ie ld 
in C a r r o w k e e l ( w h e r e t h e 
Caul f ie lds c a m e from) a n d t h e 
F i t z m a u r i c e s i n L i s b a n e . 



Micks ie Caulf ie ld f in i shed five 
y e a r s ago after forty y e a r s i n t h e 
b u s i n e s s . H i s f a the r M i c h a e l w a s 
also forty y e a r s in t h e egg b u s i ­
n e s s . 

Mos t of t h e m w e r e e x p o r t e r s , 
t w o of t h e b igges t b e i n g B y r n e 
Bros, a n d P. J. Caulf ie ld . T h e y 
b o u g h t eggs f rom o t h e r Egglers 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e c a t c h m e n t a r e a 
w h i c h e x t e n d e d f rom n e a r 
C h a r l e s t o w n to H o l l y m o u n t a n d 
o n t o w a r d s T u a m . W h e n t h e 
e x p o r t i n g d ied o u t Val B y r n e p ro ­
d u c e d eggs b y t h e D e e p Li t te r 
s y s t e m for t h e h o m e m a r k e t 
w h i c h h e s o l d u n d e r t h e 
Haze lh i l l b r a n d . In t h e t w e n t i e s 
a n d b e f o r e , s o m e of t h e 
E x p o r t e r s w e n t to Egg M a r k e t s in 

o t h e r t o w n s . T h e r e t h e y w o u l d 
b u y t h e eggs, p a c k t h e m in ca s e s 
w i t h s t r a w w h i c h t h e y a l so 
b o u g h t a t t h e m a r k e t a n d s e n t 
t h e m off b y rai l . T h e c a s e s w e r e 
i n t h r e e s izes: t h e 300 case h e l d 
360 eggs, t h e 600 ca se 720 a n d 
t h e 1200 case 1440. T b w n s t h e y 
w e n t to w e r e C a s t l e r e a , 
B a l l a g h a d e r r e e n , K i l t imagh a n d 
Cast lebar , a n d t h e y t r ave l l ed b y 
h o r s e a n d car t . N i n e w a g o n s of 
eggs w o u l d l e ave t h e s t a t i on o n a 
T u e s d a y a t p e a k t i m e s , t h e egg 
t r a i n it w a s ca l led . O c c a s i o n a l l y 
s o m e eggs w o u l d b e b r o u g h t b y 
l o r r y to C o l l o o n e y s t a t i on a n d 
p u t o n t h e N o r t h e r n t r a i n to 
Belfast for m a r k e t s i n Sco t l and 
a n d , o t h e r t i m e s , l o r r i e d to 

Ba l l ina , W e s t p o r t o r L i m e r i c k 
w h e r e a b o a t w o u l d b e d o c k e d . 
D u r i n g t h e w a r y e a r s t h e Eggle rs 
h a d aga in to r e t u r n to t h e h o r s e 
a n d car t to d o t h e r u n d u e to t h e 
r a t i o n i n g of p e t r o l a n d t h e y w e r e 
all sub jec t to f r e q u e n t v is i t s f rom 
t h e D e p a r t m e n t of A g r i c u l t u r e 
Egg Inspec to r . 

J o h n F i t z m a u r i e e w a s i n t h e 
b u s i n e s s for t w e n t y four y e a r s . 
H i s fa ther s t a r t e d in t h e ' t h i r t i e s 
w i t h a h o r s e a n d car t , o u t in good 
a n d b a d w e a t h e r , day l igh t a n d 
d a r k n e s s , s o m e t i m e s un t i l a f ter 
m i d n i g h t . H e s e n t t h e eggs b y 
rail to C a r t o n Bros., D u b l i n . O n a 
few o c c a s i o n s t h e s t a t ion w a s 
c losed w h e n h e got t h e r e b u t t h e 
S ta t ion M a s t e r ob l iged h i m b y 
o p e n i n g u p a n d t a k i n g in h i s 
ca rgo . 

J o h n r e m e m b e r s t h e ' for t ies 
a n d 'fifties. H i s m o t h e r , l ike 
w o m e n of h e r g e n e r a t i o n , 
w o r k e d h a r d a n d r e a r e d a l a rge 
fami ly ( in h i s case e l e v e n ) w i th ­
ou t r u n n i n g water , e lec t r ic i ty , o r 
a n y of t h e m o d - c o n s w h i c h a r e 
t a k e n for g r a n t e d today . He , a s a 
s c h o o l b o y , w e n t o u t a t t i m e s 
w i t h h i s fa ther p a c k i n g eggs a n d 
w a s a l w a y s a s l e e p w h e n t h e y got 
h o m e . 

In 1954 J o h n took o v e r t h e 
b u s i n e s s a n d s t a r t e d w i t h a sec ­
o n d - h a n d v a n t h a t cos t £250 . 
D u r i n g h i s y e a r s o n t h e road h e 
b o u g h t four o t h e r n e w v a n s . 
Mos t of h i s g o o d s h e b o u g h t f rom 
t h e la te Noel Wald ron w h o w a s a 
who lesa le r . Noel , h e desc r ibe s , 
a s a per fec t g e n t l e m a n . La te r o n 
h e b o u g h t d i r ec t f rom s u p p l i e r s . 
S o m e h o u s e w i v e s w o u l d h a v e 
severa l h u n d r e d eggs . It w a s a n 
o f fence to co l lec t d i r t y eggs a n d 
t h a t was a p r o b l e m w i t h a few 
c u s t o m e r s . H e m i g h t give t h e m 
o n e r e m i n d e r b u t if t h a t did n o t 
w o r k h e p a c k e d t h e m s e p a r a t e l y 
a n d w a s h e d t h e m at h o m e w i t h 
b r e a d s o d a a n d w a t e r for, if it w a s 
m e n t i o n e d aga in , y o u m i g h t lose 

Lr: Mike and Jim Caulfield, Upper Main St. Note the tea chest with tap 
connected to a paraffin can within. 
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t h e c u s t o m e r for good. Like t h e 
o t h e r E g g l e r s h e g a v e a 
C h r i s t m a s Box - u s u a l l y a l a rge 
fruit cake . As t h e "sevent ies" 
w o r e o n b u s i n e s s b e g a n to fall 
off: t h e car, t h e Co-op a n d t h e 
S u p e r m a r k e t all c o n t r i b u t e d . H e 
gave it u p in 1978 a n d c o n c e n ­
t r a t ed o n fa rming . 

W h a t s t a r t ed e igh ty five y e a r s 
ago a s t h e Eggler evo lved in to 
t h e t r ave l l ing s h o p , a n d w h e n 
O l i v e r R u a n e d r o v e 
C u n n i n g h a m ' s v a n b a c k to b a s e 
o n 3 rd D e c e m b e r 1996 n o t a l o n e 
w a s it t h e e n d of t h e r u n for t h e 
t r a v e l l i n g s h o p s f rom 
Ba l lyhaun i s , it w a s t h e e n d of t h e 
road . 

/ would like to acknowledge the 
help of the following in researching 
and writing this article: Eddie 
Biesty (R.I.P), Jack Halpin, John 
Fitzmaurice, Michael Keane, Paddo 
and Nora Cunningham, and 
Micksie Caulfield. 

Jim and Eileen Culliney, Clossagh and 
Mike Cronin (RIP), Lecarrow. 

Photo taken in the 1950's. Mrs. Bridget Higgins of Lurgan 
(nee Waldron, Drimbane) 

taken 1915/16. 

Cunninghams Travelling Shop in the Thirties. 
L to KJohn Connor, hate Tuljy Bern,,? Connor, Bridget Connor, Jimmy Connor (in van), working for Cunningham's, 

lorn Connor, Jack S W w (Driver in win), at Connor's House in Carrickacat, Logboy. 



Jig-Saw Puzzle 
I have started "so I'll finish" 

as M a g n u s M a g n u s s o n o f t en sa id . 

T h e q u e s t i o n is, wil l I p u t o n t h e ro se 

t i n t e d s p e c t a c l e s a n d w r i t e a g l o w i n g 

b i t of "bull" a b o u t t h e good old d a y s or, 

l e a v i n g t h e s p e c t a c l e s i n t h e case , cas t 

a n a k e d a n d cold e y e o n t h e b a d old 

days . T h e r e is a lso t h e p r e s e n t a n d , 

h a d I t h e gift of p r o p h e c y , I w o u l d b e 

h a p p y to le t t h e Edi to r h a v e a n a r t i c l e 

o n t h e fu tu re . T h e o p t i o n s do n o t e n d 

t he r e . T h e r e is t h e cho ice b e t w e e n 

fact o r f ict ion, o r a cock ta i l of b o t h . 

Wri t ing a b o u t t h e p a s t or p r e s e n t 

is a n i n t r i g u i n g p u r s u i t , b u t l ike a j ig­

s aw p u z z l e w i t h u n u s u a l ru l e s . It c a n 

b e p l a y e d e v e n if s o m e of t h e p i e c e s 

a re los t o r h i d d e n , a n d it is poss ib le to 

c h e a t a n d l e a v e a s ide s o m e of t h e 

r e m a i n d e r if t h e y d o n o t fit i n t o t h e 

p i c t u r e y o u w i s h to b u i l d u p . C o m e to 

t h i n k of it, h i s t o r i a n s a n d fiction wri t ­

e r s a r e n o t t h e o n l y p e o p l e to p l a y a 

g a m e w h e r e t h e r u l e s a re e las t i c o r it 

is b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e y c a n b e m a d e 

e las t ic . 

T h e s ty le of w r i t i n g favoured b y 

h i s t o r i a n s a n d w r i t e r s of fiction is 

o f ten u s e d to g r e a t a d v a n t a g e b y 

m a n y p e o p l e w h e n filling u p I n c o m e 

Tax r e t u r n s , w h i c h r e m i n d s m e I 

m u s t m a k e a call b y F r e e p h o n e a n d 

e n q u i r e h o w m u c h DIRT I p a i d las t 

y e a r o n m y a c c o u n t in t h e CI.P.O.S.B. 

( C a y m a n I s l ands P.O. Savings Bank) , 

excuse m e - p h e w - t h a t a c c o u n t is 

s o m e t h i n g I'll h a v e to a t t e n d to in t h e 

N e w Year, o r e l se i t 's go ing to ge t m e 

into b o t h e r s o o n e r o r later. Of all t h e 

o p t i o n s o p e n to m e I t h i n k I'll d o 

n o t h i n g a b o u t it j u s t n o w ; t h e r e m i g h t 

b e a n o t h e r Tax A m n e s t y , o r t h e 

r e su l t s of t h e f o r t h c o m i n g tax a u d i t of 

Sen io r C i t i zens in D u b l i n Cas t le m a y 

b e favourable to t h o s e w h o di l ly-dal ly 

in m a k i n g tax r e t u r n s . Hopefu l ly t h e 

R e v e n u e C o m m i s s i o n e r s will a d o p t a 

"don ' t d o it a g a i n " l ibe ra l a g e n d a 

r a t h e r t h a n z e r o t o l e r a n c e to t h o s e 

w h o s e j o b it w a s to r e p r e s e n t t h e p o o r 

a n d w h o b e c a m e r i ch in the i r s p a r e 

t ime . 

I s u p p o s e t h e b e s t t h ing to d o 

a b o u t m y o w n ant i -socia l b e h a v i o u r is 

to j o u r n e y d o w n to Davit t H o u s e , 

t h r o w th i s r agged Post Office b o o k o n 

the d e s k a n d exp l a in t h a t it w a s no t 

q u o t e d in m y A . G . I 2 , as I c o u l d n o t 

r e a d it b e c a u s e it h a d b e c o m e indec i -
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p h e r a b l e as a r e s u l t of a cat I w a s t ry­

ing to evic t u p s e t t i n g a po t of t e a o n 

t op of it. Whi l e I ' m t h e r e I m i g h t a s 

wel l d o l ike t h e m a n w i t h t h e g lasses 

d id in t h e Dáil "bare m y soul" a n d tel l 

all i n c l u d i n g a full a c c o u n t of h o w I 

c a m e i n to p o s s e s s i o n of l a u n d e r e d 

m o n e y . I h a v e a l r e a d y r e h e a r s e d m y 

a c c o u n t of t h i s l a u n d e r e d m o n e y i n 

front of a l a d y i n t h e Cred i t U n i o n 

office. I w a s s i t t ing wa i t ing m y t u r n 

w h e n a l a rge n o t i c e c a u g h t m y e y e . It 

s t a t ed t h a t t h e y w o u l d n o t h a n d l e 

l a u n d e r e d m o n e y i n t h e Cred i t U n i o n 

office w i t h t h e b l u e door. Not a good 

t i m e to r e a d a p r o c l a m a t i o n l ike t h a t 

w h e n all y o u h a v e in y o u r p o c k e t is 

l a u n d e r e d m o n e y . T h e m o r e I p o n ­

d e r e d t h e m o r e m y c o n s c i e n c e w a s 

t o r n apa r t . Would I h a n d i n t h e 

u n w e l c o m e c u r r e n c y a n d ta lk a b o u t 

t h e w e a t h e r w h i l e d o i n g so or w o u l d I 

walk ou t . W i t h t h e bene f i t of h i n d ­

s igh t I n o w k n o w it w a s o u l d 

Bee lzebub h i m s e l f w h o took m e o n a 

m e n t a l w a l k a b o u t to p l a c e s I h a d 

b e e n to before , l ike u p to I . C M . M e a t 

p l a n t in Clare St. w h e r e I h a d r e a d a 

no t i ce adv i s ing f a r m e r s to p r e s e n t 

the i r a n i m a l s i n a c l e a n c o n d i t i o n . 

"The re " w h i s p e r e d t h e ou ld b o y " they 

w a n t l a u n d e r e d b u l l o c k s in t h e facto­

ry a n d t h e y w o n ' t t ake l a u n d e r e d 

m o n e y h e r e , a n d d o y o u r e m e m b e r " 

s a y s h e w i t h a n u d g e "that Sugar 

Factory in N e w a r k w h e r e t h e n o t i c e s 

sa id l a u n d e r e d s u g a r b e e t w a s m o r e 

w e l c o m e t h a n d i r t y beet". 

D i s t ance b e i n g n o object to th i s 

fellow h e s o o n h a s m e b a c k in a d o s s 

h o u s e in C a n b e r r a w h e r e t h e no t i ce 

r e a d "no t u c k e r s e r v e d to n e w c o m e r s 

u n l e s s t h e y took a shower ." "Now", 

w h i s p e r s t h e o u l d t emp te r , "in all 

y o u r t rave l s d id y o u e v e r before s ee a 

no t i ce w h i c h sa id t h e y w o u l d no t h a n ­

dle s o m e t h i n g for t h e s i m p l e r e a s o n 

tha t it w a s c l e a n ? " T h e o n l y t ru th fu l 

a n s w e r I c o u l d give to t h e Pa t ron 

Saint of Liars w a s "No." I a l w a y s 

h e a r d tha t h e w a s h a n d y w i t h t h e 

t o n g u e a n d t h a t h e cou ld q u o t e t h e 

"Good Book" w i t h evil i n t e n t . I h a d 

m y m i n d m a d e u p to talk a b o u t t h e 

w e a t h e r . I t 's p r o b a b l y as h a r d for St. 

Paul to exp l a in w h a t h a p p e n e d o n t h e 

road to D a m a s c u s as for m e to e x p l a i n 

w h a t h a p p e n e d as I m a d e t h e s h o r t 

j o u r n e y ac ros s t h e floor b e t w e e n t h e 

c h a i r a n d t h e coun t e r . T h e r e I a m 

l ike t h e m a n in t h e Dáil "ba r ing m y 

sou l " t o t h e n i c e l a d y i n s i d e t h e 

c o u n t e r w i t h n o con t ro l o v e r what I 

w a s say ing , l ike a po l i t i c i an p r o t e c t i n g 

h i s b a r e b a c k from t h e p a r t y whips . 
Piec ing t o g e t h e r t h e saga of m y l a u n ­

d e r e d m o n e y is i n i tself a bit of a j ig­
s a w p u z z l e . 

We all have s e e n t h e s o a p a d d o n 

T V w h e r e M a r y McEvoy p r o m i s e s 

t ha t if y o u a r e n o t sat isf ied w i t h y o u r 
l a u n d r y "Lever Bro the r s wil l g ive y o u 

y o u r m o n e y back . " T h e o n l y m o n e y 

I e v e r got b a c k af ter a m e d i o c r e w a s h ­

ing w a s t h e l a u n d e r e d m o n e y I t ook 

from t h e p o c k e t of t h e j e a n s af ter 

they h a d b e e n t h r o u g h t h e l o n g cycle , 
t h r e e rinses a n d final sp in . 

I s h o u l d h a v e s e a r c h e d t h e pock­

e ts be fo re I c lo sed t h e d o o r w i t h t h e 

l i t t le r o u n d w i n d o w . "O Hel l" sa id I, 

" a n o t h e r j ig - saw puzzle". I h o p e all 

t h e p i e c e s a re h e r e . H a n d l i n g t h e 

l u m p of p a p e r l ike a n Archaeo log i s t 

h a n d l i n g t h e D e a d Sea Scrolls I c o m ­

m e n c e d to s e p a r a t e t h e n o t e s w i th t h e 

c a u t i o n o f a s u r g e o n s e p a r a t i n g 

Siamese t w i n s . It b e i n g b a d w e a t h e r 

for t h e c l o t h e s l i n e I t h e n p l u g g e d in 

t h e i ron a n d , in t h r e e s h a k e s of a 

l a m b ' s tail, I h a d i t e m s of l a u n d r y 

r e a d y for t h e DAZ d o o r s t e p c h a l l e n g e . 

T h e friendly l a d y ins ide , af ter l i s ten­

ing to m y tale of woe , gave m e t h e 

benef i t of t h e d o u b t . "But d o n ' t l e t it 

h a p p e n aga in ." I'll h a v e to give it to 

"Ould Nick" h e is a ba t t le r . 

As I c a m e o u t t h e b l u e d o o r h e is 

t r y ing a n e w s t u n t w h i s p e r i n g quo t a ­

t i o n s f rom b o o k s h e k n o w s 1 h a v e 

r ead . T ry ing to m a k e m e feel foolish, 

h e q u o t e s a c h a r a c t e r from a p lay b y 

J o h n Mi l l ing ton Synge : "It's q u a r e t h e 

l ikes of m e d o b e te l l ing t h e t r u t h a n d 

t h e w i se a r e l y i n g all t h e t i m e s . " 

A n o t h e r good o n e of h is , w h i c h I 

s h o u l d m e n t i o n is: "an i g n o r a n t t h i e f 

will s tea l f rom a ra i lway w a g o n , a n 

e d u c a t e d th ie f will s tea l t h e r a i lway 

c o m p a n y . " H e h a s m y h e a d n e a r l y 

a d d l e d b o a s t i n g a b o u t all t h e wise 

b o y s w h o took h i s adv i ce a n d d id 

wel l . But y o u d o n ' t h a v e to t ake m y 

word" s a y s h e , "go a n d h a v e a look 

in to t h e i r p r e m i s e s yourself ." 
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I n t h i s g a m e o n e p i e c e l e a d s to 

a n o t h e r . I n o r d e r to avoid finding 
m y s e l f t h e v i c t i m of a c a m p a i g n of 
c a l u m n y a n d a b u s e I w i s h to s ta te 
t h a t t h e r e w a s n o t h i n g illegal, u n e t h i ­
cal , o r i m p r o p e r in m e a c c e p t i n g a n 
i n c o m p l e t e h o r s e p l o u g h f rom Kevin 
E a g n e y a n d a r u s t y m o u l d b o a r d for 
s a m e f rom Pat M u r r a y . T h e y w e r e 
u n s o l i c i t e d gifts a c c e p t e d i n g o o d 
fai th w i t h n o s t r i ngs or b i t s of b a r b e d 
w i r e a t t a c h e d . For t h e r e c o r d I h a v e 
n e v e r m a d e a n y r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o n 
b e h a l f of e i t h e r Mr. E a g n e y or Mr. 
M u r r a y , n o r h a v e I b e e n a s k e d to d o 
so . T h e m a t t e r is n o w c losed a n d 
t h e r e is n o r e a s o n w h y it s h o u l d c o m e 
w i t h i n t h e t e r m s of r e f e r e n c e of a n y 
t r i b u n a l . T h i s is t h e full s to ry a n d 
w h e n p e o p l e a r e p u t in t h e p i c t u r e 
t h e y a r e l e s s l ike ly to j u m p to w r o n g 
c o n c l u s i o n s . I n t h e l o n g t e r m o p e n ­
n e s s a n d t r a n s p a r e n c y is t h e b e s t po l ­
icy e v e n for po l i t i c i ans . 

If p e o p l e h a d all t h e p i e c e s of 
k n o w l e d g e a b o u t pol i t ics a n d poli t i­
c i a n s t h e y w o u l d b e m o r e s y m p a t h e t ­
ic a n d g e n e r o u s to t h e m . Few p e o p l e 
h a v e a n y k n o w l e d g e of h o w e x p e n ­
s ive po l i t i cs h a s b e c o m e a n d h o w t h e 
b i l l s a re r ea l ly pa id . S o m e p e o p l e a r e 
u n d e r t h e m i s c o n c e p t i o n tha t pol i t ics 
is f u n d e d b y c h u r c h gate co l l ec t ions . 
T h e few p o u n d s g rudg ing ly g i v e n at 
t h e c h u r c h ga t e o n c e a y e a r w o u l d n o t 
b u y e n o u g h p o s t e r s for t h e I r i s h 
S n a k e Res to ra t ion Par ty . T h e s h o w is 
k e p t o n t h e r o a d b y m i l l i o n s wi l l ing ly 
a n d d i s c r e t e l y g i v e n b y g e n e r o u s 
b e n e f a c t o r s w h o d o no t call at Cl in ics 
a n d p e s t e r T.D.s. w i t h ou t of d a t e 
m e d i c a l cards , h e a d a g e forms, a n d 
m a p s of r o a d s t a k e n b y satel l i te w i t h 
t h e p o t h o l e s e n h a n c e d b y c o m p u t e r 
i m a g e r y . N o p e r s o n c a n su rv ive for 
l o n g in pol i t ics u n l e s s h e c o n t i n u e s to 
ge t v o t e s f rom t h e p o o r a n d e n v e l o p e s 
f r o m t h e r i c h . It m a t t e r s l i t t l e 
w h e t h e r t h e fat e n v e l o p e c o n t a i n s 
l a u n d e r e d or u n l a u n d e r e d m o n e y . 
E v e r y b o d y h a s a w a s h i n g m a c h i n e 
n o w a d a y s . N e i t h e r d o e s it m a t t e r if 
the s l im e n v e l o p e c o n t a i n s a n invoice 
for a n aircraft , a c o n s e r v a t o r y , o r a n y 
h o u s e h o l d neces s i t y so long as t h e 
invoice is s t a m p e d wi th the ins ignia 
PAID. 

T h i s is d e m o c r a c y at work . Wise 
u p m a n . C h e c k t h e bal lot p a p e r s a n d 
see w h o tops t h e pol l . In th is d a m p 
c l ima te a r e no t m e n p laced at t h e t op 
of the poll in t h a n k s g i v i n g for favours 
r ece ived e n t i t l e d to a d e c e n t roof o v e r 
the i r h e a d s . Ge t t i ng vo te s from t h e 

p o o r qua l i f i es t h e m for e n v e l o p e s 
from t h e rich. W h e n t h o s e w h o ta lk a 
lot a n d l ive in h o u s e s of glass t h r o w 
s t o n e s a n d t h e n find t h e y h a v e ra in-
d o w n t h e y d o n ' t go b l a m i n g t h e poli t i­
c i ans . T h e y go to t h e i r c l in ics s e e k i n g 
a h a r d s h i p g r a n t to r e p a i r t h e shat ­
t e r e d sky l igh t . I t is o v e r a h u n d r e d 
y e a r s n o w s ince f a r m e r s w e r e g r a n t e d 
fixity of t e n u r e in th i s c o u n t r y . In 
s o m e c o u n t r i e s a few po l i t i c i ans a lso 
e n j o y t h i s p r iv i l ege , n o t so h e r e . 
M a n y p e o p l e in "perky" p e r m a n e n t 
a n d p e n s i o n a b l e j o b s forget t h a t a 
po l i t i c i an ' s j o b c a n b e v e r y t r a n s i e n t . 
T h e a m u s i n g t h i n g a b o u t all t h i s is 
t h a t it w a s a po l i t i c ian w h o got t h e j o b 
for t h e m in t h e first p lace . E a t e n 
b r e a d is s o o n forgot ten . M a n y poli t i­
c i a n s l ive l ike t h a t fe l low in t h e 
s choo l b o o k . I t h i n k h e w a s G r e e k 
a n d h e h a d a d a n g e r o u s p i e c e of cut­
l e r y s u s p e n d e d o v e r h i s h e a d b y a 
s t r i n g , w i t h t e n s i l e s t r e n g t h w e l l 
b e l o w E.U. safe ty l imi t s . In t h o s e cir­
c u m s t a n c e s is it s u r p r i s i n g tha t m a n y 
po l i t i c i ans t ake t h e adv ice of t h e old 
p rove rb , "for age a n d w a n t g rab w h a t 
y o u m a y , n o m o r n i n g s u n l a s t s t h e 
w h o l e day ." 

T h e y c a n b e c r i t ic i sed if t h e y take 
th i s adv ice a n d will c e r t a in ly b e cri t i ­
c i sed if t h e y don ' t . 

However , t h e y a re so good at dea l ­
ing w i t h c r i t i c i sm t h a t I s u s p e c t t h e y 
h a v e all d o n e a c r a s h c o u r s e o n t h e 
s u b j e c t a n d o n e of t h e r e f e r e n c e 
w o r k s u s e d m a y v e r y wel l b e b y 
B r e n d a n Behan , w h o d e s c r i b e d cr i t ics 
a s b e i n g like e u n u c h s in a h a r e m : 
" T h e y k n o w h o w it 's d o n e , t h e y ' v e 
s e e n it d o n e e v e r y day, b u t t h e y ' r e 
u n a b l e to do it t h e m s e l v e s . " T h e o n l y 
w a y to avo id cr i t ics is to d o n o t h i n g , 
say n o t h i n g , a n d b e n o t h i n g . Tb fol­
low t h o s e g u i d e l i n e s it w o u l d b e nec ­

e s s a r y to "arise a n d go n o w " to a little 
i s l and . Regre t tab ly n o t e v e r y b o d y 
c a n afford to b u y a l i t t le i s l and a n d 
r e t r e a t f rom t h e cr i t ics a n d t h e rat 
race . Po l i t i c ians as a g e n e r a l r u l e 
avoid l i t t le i s l ands , t h e r e a r e n o vo te s 
t h e r e a n d t h e pos ta l s e rv ice is d i s m a l . 
Howeve r , if y o u w e r e a p e r s o n wel l 
r e g a r d e d b y t h e p o w e r s t ha t b e it m a y 
b e poss ib le to h a v e t h e s e c u r i t y forces 
d e l i v e r m a i l , l i k e t h e m a n f rom 
D e r r i n t o g h e r w i t h t h e u r g e n t h e a d a g e 
a p p l i c a t i o n fo rm w h o s e n a m e c a n n o t 
b e r e v e a l e d for logis t ical r e a s o n s . 

T h e few r e m a i n i n g p i e c e s of th i s 
j ig -saw puzz le h a v e m e f l u m m o x e d 
e n t i r e l y . Worse t h a n fitting a s q u a r e 
p e g i n to a r o u n d h o l e b e c a u s e t h e r e 
a re t h r e e p i e c e s for j u s t o n e s p a c e 
w h i c h , a s far a s I c a n figure ou t , is 
i n t e n d e d to b e a s m a l l I s l and . I h a v e 
t h r e e i s l a n d - m e n a l r ight b u t n o n e of 
t h e m wil l fit t h e v a c a n t s p a c e c o m ­
fo r t ab ly . N a p o l e o n w o n ' t fit i n 
b e c a u s e h i s p a s s p o r t is ou t of d a t e . Of 
t h e r e m a i n i n g t w o R o b i n s o n C r u s o e 
k e p t a d i a r y w h i l e l iv ing a l o n e o n a n 
i s l a n d a n d J o h n Mi tche l l w r o t e h i s 
Ja i l J o u r n a l w h i l e h e w a s a g u e s t of 
t h e G o v e r n o r of t h e i s l and of Van 
D i e m e n ' s l a n d a n d b o t h i n d i c a t e d in 
t h e i r w r i t i n g s t h a t t h e y h a d g r o w n 
w e a r y of i s l a n d l ife. B o t h J o h n 
Mi tche l l a n d R o b i n s o n w e n t to t h e 
m a i n l a n d w h e r e t h e y b o t h l a n d e d 
t h e m s e l v e s wel l -pa id j obs a n d t h e r e ­
after h e l d t h e v i e w tha t i s l ands w e r e 
for t h e b i rds . 

So if I t r y to fit t h e g rea t leader , 
t h e s h i p w r e c k e d sai lor a n d t h e m a n 
w h o s tood in t h e dock for p l a y i n g a 
p a r t in t h e pa t r io t g a m e in to a s m a l l 
i s l and it will b e c r o w d e d as t h e l ady 
o n c e sa id a b o u t h e r m a r r i a g e . 

I give u p . I c o n c e d e . 

David Nestor with Diarmuid Byrne, Clare Street. 



The Anvil Chorus 
A (pEWWTo^niov^TftoVgms AND 

gCXDQL'ESS'YO'V' 
(for my beloved sister fill aged 15 - and the 40's and 50's) 

spawned on sheets church dues pots of tea 
from/bur hags pay your dues scapulars 
btack\sugar baas money in the bank^ miraculous medals 
the devil at dances bankers trousers medals for Irish poetry 

Jezebels plus fours primroses 
cRgdemptorists down on all fours daisies and bluebells 
dances on the fair green crawl for your masters May altar 

fair days Hitler and Goebbels the angelus bett ringing 
market days JLnew McMaster and daisy chains 
cow dung 'The Merchant of Venice' for our hair 
andpigs bluebells in the woods fairy raths 
pig in a poke pheasants and rabbits the wail of the banshee 
Curly Wee and hens in the garden gay boys and girts 
Gussie Goose angelus beds ringing dancing together 
in the Irish Independent' 'The <$eLT magazine 'ceótgáire agus cainnt' 
agus 'M'Jlsal(Rheag 'Dubh' going to mass holidays in Carna 
my Tirst Holy Communion master craftsmen with Maggie 
all dressed in white carpenters and tailors never ending rainbows 
primroses 'The Tailor and Ansty stretching across Mweenish 
in the ditches shirt tails for collars céilís in the house 
pristine and fresh turning a collar American wakes 
(Brilliantine for your hair collars of bacon wakeing the dead 
a permanent wave greasy oulpots visits for the Holy Souls 
going to mass pot menders holy wells 
matchmakers pots under the bed St. (Brigufs (Day 
dowries pots of stout first day of Spring 
tinkers stout country women benediction 
thinkers by the score selling their butter céilts and feis 
music scores buttermitk^cream operas 
Irish dancing and rhubarb pie costumes from Ging's 
jigs and reels pots of tea the Jinvil Chorus 
Maggie dancing spuds in their jackets IttTrovatore 
down the years strait jackets 'hammer andclatther' 
agus 'Tiche btiain agfás' asylums Shelly and%eats 

agus ''Eóinín na n-'Éan' angelus bell ringing Locked up for life 
Shelly and%eats 
agus ''Eóinín na n-'Éan' 

match scores cows and buttocks angelus bett ringing 
my father's golf cups TB and decay light a penny candle 

filled with Lemonade decaying estates white socks and 
friendly matches relics of ouldacency Sunday dresses 
dollars from America family rosary frocks from the dressmaker 
a penny for your thoughts Tower of Ivory cardigans from the knitters 
hot whiskjes in the snug House of gold knitted brows 
(Punch and Judy gold ribbons for Irish turning a heel 
Judy the Irish setter processions through down at heel 
setting pheasants in the streets flag hoppers 
the misty blue cold potato salad frogs in lily ponds 
purple heather bog jetty and custard <Ponds vanishing cream 
bog trotters confessions cream on top of the milk. 
betting on horses the stations mu\cans 
still running mass in the house chums 



asses and carts 
Morris Minors 
<Ba6y Fords 
my mother 
pushing me 
in the go-car 
on the road 
to Knock, 
primroses in the ditches 
daffodils 
tea in McfDonagh's 
scent of hawthorn hedges 
hedging a bet 
bookies 
pass books 
copy books 
comics 
(Beano and<Dandy 
svt a penny Dandies 
Cleeve's toffee 
gumboils 
6u(Ts eyes 
girls Crystal 
Heathcliff and Cathy 
fair isle jumpers 
counter jumpers 
patching 
patchworkjpxdts 
rag dolls 
(Peg the grey haired 
tittle dog 
hiding under 
the bedclothes 
(Peig Sayers 
soothsayers 
pot menders 
pot wallopers 
maids 
rain water in barrels 
barrels of porter 
my mother's porter cake 
nuns in black\dresses 
wild poppies 
in the meadows 
6uttercups and daisies 
corncrakes in the meadows 
pots of tea 
making hay 
dandelions and daisies 
smell of fresh hay 
the call of the curlew 
Croagh (Patrick^rising 
above the mist 
St <Patrick\,drtving 
the snakes 

out of Ireland 
going to mass 
learning the piano 
'the dear little shamrock^ 
btack^and white keys 

light a penny candle 
a penny for your thoughts 
"Hitler 

,(Eine "Kjeine 'Nachmusikl 
my father's golf cups 

filled with lemonade 
blackberry pie 
gooseberry jam 
tea-pots in cosies 
little btackjien 
coming in for her tea 
when the Angelus bell rang 
a penny for the blackj>abies 
'Iosagán' 
(Roy Rpgers 
andTrigger 
Far East 
(Pudsey Ryan 
'East Lynne' 
(Duffy's Circus 
in Cooney'sfield 
Laurel and Hardy 
Rfldio Luxembourg 
and (Perry Mason 
'play it again Sam' 
Hospitals (Requests 
Hopalong Cassidy 
and Topper 
'gone with the 'Wind' 
Jane Eyre and 
(Rochester 
'Film Tun' 
cowboys and Indians 

going to the pictures 
on Saturday afternoon 
holy pictures for Lent 
pancakes 
Shrove Tuesdays 
on the black\Stanley range 
Maggie singing 
'Anois teacht an Earrai' 
dancing in the gypsy camp 
our tambourines beating out 
the Anvil chorus 
'hammer andclatther' 
ringing out around 
the Town Hall 
smell of turf fires 
and blackberry pie 
purpling our Hps 
old maid 
patience 
on the worn 
card table 

mushrooms for breakfast 
fresh from the fields 
brown bread 
kneaded and floured 
on the big wooden table 
porridge in the morning 

with an egg cup of cream 
Oliver Twist 
asking for more 
'Qreat (Expectations' 
a fry for our breakfast 
on Sunday morning 
church bells ringing 
poetry by the fire 
ghost stories 
at Hallow'een 
leprechauns dancing for a 
thimbleful of cream 
shrouded tip of 
Mt. Hephin 
rising above the 
whispering clouds 
the crock^ofgold 
at the end 
of the rainbow 
MlSouls 
fairy shoes 
shoemakers 
soled and heeled 
wild ducks 
ducking for apples 
snap apple 
eider downs 
snipe and grouse rising 
in the early morning dew 
barmbrack, 
with a ring 
pots of tea 
reading the tea cups 
a penny for your thoughts 
hot mince pies 
Christinas Eve 
midnight mass 
Santa Claus 
down the chimney 
early morning breakfast 
with Maggie 
a fry on the 
card table 
beside the range 
the fire crackfes 
the tambourines 
ring out the 
Anvil chorus 
the colours 
of the rainbow 
reflections 
in a patchwork^quitt 
never ending 
a penny for your thoughts -
'if you haven't a penny 
a half-penny wilt do 
if you haven't a half-penny 
god bless you' 

©Anna Rocbe-Quinn 

Á 



Cljrtóttwré tn 3kfc)ltó 
T HE excitement 

of Christmas 
built up 

for about two 
weeks before the 
great feast. 

6y <Deaan Lyons 

T h e p o s t m a n c a m e 
l a t e r a n d l a t e r e a c h 
m o r n i n g , a s h i s m a i l 
b a g b e c a m e h e a v i e r a n d 
h e a v i e r . E v e r y h o u s e 
w o u l d h a v e a l e t t e r o r 
t w o a n d t h e s e w e r e 
a w a i t e d w i t h g r e a t e x p e c t a t i o n . 

T h e A m e r i c a n l e t t e r s u s u a l l y 
c a r r i e d w e l c o m e d o l l a r s a n d t h e 
d o l l a r w i n d f a l l f r o m v a r i o u s 
A m e r i c a n r e l a t i o n s w a s c o n s i d ­
e r a b l e . T h e e n v e l o p e w o u l d b e 
o p e n e d e a r l y a s t h e U S A s t a m p 
i n d i c a t e d a n e n c l o s u r e . M o t h e r 
o p e n e d t h e m a i l a n d w e a l l 
a w a i t e d t h e a n n o u n c e m e n t o f 
t h e e x a c t figure o f t h e c h e q u e . 
W e w e r e a g a g g l e o f c h i l d r e n 
a r o u n d h e r f e e t a n d r e j o i c e d i n 
a l l t h e g o o d n e w s . M o t h e r w a s 
h a p p y t h a t h e r p u r s e w a s a l i t t l e 
f a t t e r for t h e C h r i s t m a s ; w e w e r e 
h a p p y w i t h h e r . S h e w o u l d p o u r 
o u t a s t r i n g o f b l e s s i n g s o n t h e 
s e n d e r a n d r e c o u n t al l t h e g o o d ­
n e s s o f t h a t p e r s o n t o w a r d s t h e 
f a m i l y o v e r t h e y e a r s . 

T h e t a s k o f d e c o r a t i n g t h e 
k i t c h e n i n a f e s t i v e m a n n e r w a s 
l e f t t o u s c h i l d r e n . W e s t r u n g 
g a u d y g a r l a n d s o f p a p e r d e c o r a ­
t i o n a c r o s s t h e c e i l i n g a n d 
t u c k e d s p r a y s o f h o l l y o n t h e 
t o p s o f t h e p i c t u r e f r a m e s . 

T h e r e a l p a g e a n t b e g a n o n 
C h r i s t m a s E v e w h e n w e w o u l d 
g a t h e r r o u n d t h e w i r e l e s s l i s t e n ­
i n g t o R a d i o E i r e a n n b r o a d c a s t o f 
S a n t a C l a u s l o a d i n g u p h i s s l e i g h 
a n d s e t t i n g o f f w i t h t i n k l i n g b e l l s 
o n h i s j o u r n e y a c r o s s t h e 
r o o f t o p s o f t h e w o r l d . It w a s al l 

v e r y r e a l for u s a s S a n t a 
t o o k t r o u b l e t o m e n ­
t i o n n e a r l y e v e r y c o n ­
c e i v a b l e C h r i s t i a n 
n a m e o f b o y s a n d g i r l s 
h e h a d p a r c e l s for i n 
e v e r y c o u n t y o f 

I r e l a n d . A t t h e m e n t i o n o f 
a B i l l y , Ri ta , J o h n , D e c l a n , 

M i c h a e l , J o s e p h i n e , 
K a t h l e e n , D a v y o r R J . w e 

w o u l d a l l g o : "OO O H " a n d g e t 
c a r r i e d a w a y w i t h a s p a s m o f 
e x c i t e m e n t . M o t h e r w o u l d 
a n n o u n c e t h a t w e w e r e h a v i n g a 
s p e c i a l C h r i s t m a s E v e t e a . R i c h 
c u r r a n t c a k e a n d n u t s w e r e 
s p r e a d o n t h e t a b l e , a c a n d l e w a s 
l i g h t e d a n d p l a c e d i n t h e w i n ­
d o w ; w e k n e w n o w t h a t t h i s w a s 
a n i g h t o f n i g h t s . 

A f t e r t e a w e a l l w a l k e d i n t o 
t h e n e a r b y t o w n for C o n f e s s i o n s 
a t t h e A u g u s t i n i a n F r i a r y . E v e r y 
h o u s e a l o n g t h e w a y h a d a c a n ­
d l e l i g h t i n g i n t h e w i n d o w a n d 
t h i s g a v e a m a g i c a l f e e l i n g t o t h e 
j o u r n e y . T h e c a n d l e w a s m e a n t 
t o s h o w t h e w a y t o M a r y a n d 
J o s e p h o n t h e i r w a y t o 
B e t h l e h e m . W h a t t h e y w e r e 
d o i n g t r a i p s i n g t h e i r w a y a r o u n d 
M a y o t o g e t t h e r e w a s s o m e t h i n g 
w e n e v e r b o t h e r e d t o q u e s t i o n . 
Y o u j u s t g a z e d i n w o n d e r a t t h e 
f l i c k e r i n g g l o w o f l i g h t f r o m e a c h 
w i n d o w . T h i s s p a r k l e i n t h e w i n ­
t e r d a r k n e s s o f t h e e v e n i n g g a v e 
t h e c o u n t r y s i d e a n a i r o f fa iry ­
l a n d , t h e r e w a s l i t t l e o r n o s t r e e t 
l i g h t i n g . T h e C o n v e n t o n t h e h i l l 
w a s a s p e c t a c l e a s t h e n u n s h a d 
c a n d l e s b u r n i n g i n al l o f t h e i r 
m a n y w i n d o w s . 

B y t h e t i m e w e g o t h o m e it 
w a s b e d t i m e for u s c h i l d r e n a n d 
t h a t w a s t h e p r o b l e m . H o w 
c o u l d w e e v e r g e t t o s l e e p w i t h 

t h e a d r e n a l i n e o f e x p e c t a t i o n 
p u m p i n g t h r o u g h o u r y o u n g 
v e i n s ? I f o n l y w e c o u l d g e t 
a s l e e p q u i c k l y , w e m u s e d , S a n t a 
C l a u s w o u l d h a v e b e e n w h e n w e 
a w o k e . W e l a u g h e d , g i g g l e d a n d 
l e t l o o s e w i t h o u r i m a g i n a t i o n s 
o n w h a t w o u l d b e o u r s w h e n w e 
g o t o u t o f b e d i n t h e m o r n i n g . 
E v e n t u a l l y w e w o u l d fal l a s l e e p , 
b u t n o t for t o o l o n g , s o m e o n e o f 
u s w o u l d w a k e n i n t h e n i g h t a n d 
s t e a l i n t o t h e k i t c h e n t o s e e i f 
S a n t a h a d b e e n a n d o n d i s c o v e r ­
i n g t h e p i l e o f p a r c e l s i m m e d i ­
a t e l y a r o u s e t h e o t h e r c h i l d r e n . 
N i g h t w o u l d s u d d e n l y t u r n i n t o 
d a y a s p r e s e n t s w e r e t o r n o p e n , 
y o u h a d o n e e y e for w h a t y o u g o t 
y o u r s e l f a n d a n o t h e r w a t c h i n g 
w h a t e v e r y o n e e l s e g o t . 

T h e n i g h t w a s s p e n t p l a y i n g 
S n a k e s a n d L a d d e r s o r b l o w i n g 
b a l l o o n s , a l l a t t e m p t s at s l e e p 
w e r e a b a n d o n e d . U s u a l l y e a c h 
c h i l d w a s s a t i s f i e d w i t h a n e w 
t o o t h b r u s h a n d t u b e o f C o l g a t e 
t o o t h p a s t e a n d a f e w s i m p l e t o y s 
a n d g a m e s . 

It w a s t h e c u s t o m for e a c h 
p r i e s t t o s a y t h r e e M a s s e s i n s u c ­
c e s s i o n o n C h r i s t m a s m o r n i n g 
a n d m o s t p e o p l e s t a y e d for s u c h 
a s e s s i o n . M y b r o t h e r s J o h n a n d 
M i c h a e l w e r e a l t a r s e r v e r s , a s 
w a s I, s o w e h a d l i t t l e c h o i c e b u t 
t o s t a y . T h e s e M a s s e s b e g a n a t 6 
a . m . T h e l o n g M a s s e s t o o k t h e i r 
t o l l a n d I a l w a y s r e m e m b e r 
b e i n g o v e r c o m e b y a s o c i a l 
e m b a r r a s s m e n t o n t h e w a y 
h o m e . I d i d it i n m y s h o r t p a n t s , 
t h e w a t e r y l i q u i d r a n d o w n m y 
l e g s l i k e m o l t e n l a v a o n t o m y 
s o c k s . T h i s w a s b r o u g h t o n b y a l l 
t h e r i c h f o o d f r o m t h e p r e v i o u s 
e v e n i n g ' s f e a s t a n d I f o u n d it d i s ­
t r e s s i n g a s t h e a c c i d e n t h a p ­
p e n e d w i t h o u t m y r e a l i s i n g it . 
To a v o i d t h e s h a m e o f m e e t i n g 
t h e c r o w d s m a k i n g t h e i r w a y 
i n t o t o w n for t h e l a t e r b a t c h o f 
M a s s e s , I t o o k a s h o r t c u t h o m e 
t h r o u g h t h e fields. P r e s u m a b l y 
m y m o t h e r o r o n e o f m y o l d e r 
s i s t e r s s o r t e d m e o u t w h e n I g o t 



acrazine y? 
h o m e so t h a t I c o u l d b e c l e a n 
for t h e C h r i s t m a s d i n n e r w h i c h 
w a s c o n d u c t e d w i t h s p e c i a l 
s o l e m n i t y . 

D a d w o u l d w a n t u s all a r o u n d 
t h e t ab l e t o g e t h e r . In t h e n o r m a l 
w a y , w i t h a f ami ly of e l e v e n , 
m e a l s t e n d e d to b e t a k e n i n sit­
t i n g s : t h e y o u n g m e m b e r s e a t i n g 
first fo l lowed b y t h e o l d e r s ide of 
t h e fami ly . H o w e v e r , C h r i s t m a s 
D a y w a s C h r i s t m a s D a y a n d D a d 
d e c r e e d t h a t w e al l s q u e e z e 
t o g e t h e r a r o u n d t h e tab le . H e 
c a r v e d w h a t e v e r fowl w e w e r e 
h a v i n g w h i l e m o t h e r t ook a spe ­
cial p l e a s u r e in d o l i n g o u t h e r 
s tuff ing. S ince w e l ived as a fam­
ily in t h e k i t c h e n , t h e r e b e i n g n o 
s e p a r a t e l i v ing r o o m , w e w e r e 
ab l e to w a t c h all t h e p r e p a r a t i o n 
of t h e fowl f rom m y fa ther cut­
t i n g its n e c k in t h e b a c k y a r d 
t h r o u g h to m o t h e r p l u c k i n g it 
c l e a n of f ea the r s . She w o u l d 
m a k e a l a rge c u t n e a r t h e b i rd ' s 
tai l a n d w i t h t h e skill of a sur­
g e o n d i s e m b o w e l i t s i n n a r d s . 
Var ious p i e c e s of t h e en t ra i l s , 
l i ke t h e l ive r a n d g izzard w e r e 
u s e d for m a k i n g s o u p . 

In to a la rge b a s i n s h e c r u m ­
b l e d s t a l e b r e a d , a d d i n g co ld 
b o i l e d po t a toes , c h o p p e d sausage 
m e a t , s h r e d d e d s t r ip s of b a c o n 
a n d d i ced o n i o n . T h e w h o l e 
m i x t u r e w a s k n e a d e d u n t i l it 
f o r m e d a m o i s t b o l u s w h i c h was 
s tuffed in to t h e be l l y of t h e fowl. 
Aga in wi th h e r s u r g e o n ' s t o u c h 
s h e s t i t ched u p t h e ho l e wi th a 
n e e d l e a n d t h r e a d so t h a t all t he 
j u i c e s f rom t h e c o o k i n g b i r d 
s e e p e d in to t h e stuffing. 

We w o u l d a lso h a v e w a t c h e d 
h e r p r e p a r e t h e p l u m p u d d i n g . 
It took w e e k s in t he m a k i n g as 
s h e b o u g h t t h e i n g r e d i e n t s for it 
a s s h e cou ld afford t h e m . As thc 
w e e k s w e n t b y t h e m i x t u r e g r ew 
r i c h e r a n d r i c h e r ; c u r r a n t s , 
ra i s ins , l e m o n pee l a n d c h e r r i e s 
w e r e a d d e d to a s e e m i n g l y l imit­
l e s s s e l e c t i o n of i n g r e d i e n t s . 
F ina l ly , b e a t e n eggs, w h i s k e y , 
p o r t e r a n d mi lk b o u n d the pud­

d i n g t o g e t h e r before it w a s bo i l ed 
for h o u r s o n e n d in a p u d d i n g 
b o w l p l a c e d in a po t of bo i l ing 
water . T h i s p r e p a r a t i o n of t h e 
p l u m p u d d i n g c a m e to its g r a n d 
c l i m a x a t t h e e n d of t h e 
C h r i s t m a s d inne r . It w a s p l aced 
a t t h e c e n t r e of t h e table a n d w e 
all p e e r e d at m y fa ther as h e 
p o u r e d sp i r i t s over it be fore set­
t ing it a l ight . T h i s w a s t h e o n l y 
m e a l of t h e y e a r t h a t c o n t a i n e d 
s u c h d r a m a . T h e r e w a s s o m e ­
t h i n g s a c r e d a b o u t s h a r i n g in a 
t h i ck p o r t i o n of t h i s p u d d i n g . 

O n C h r i s t m a s n i g h t n e i g h ­
b o u r s c a m e for a ca rd sess ion . 
A r o u n d s e v e n o 'clock t h e y m a d e 
t h e i r w a y t h r o u g h t h e d a r k n e s s 
to r e c e i v e a h e a r t y w e l c o m e at 
o u r door. A table w a s p l aced b y 
t h e o p e n fire a n d a g a m e of '25 ' 
w a s p l a y e d , s o m e t i m e s w i t h 
g rea t s e r i o u s n e s s . T h e s t akes 
w e r e o n l y p e n c e b u t t h e skill of 
t h e g a m e lay in t h e u s e of a c o m ­

pl ica ted set of ru les , a n d s h o u l d 
s o m e p l a y e r t r a n s g r e s s t h e s e , b y 
lack of t h o u g h t or o t h e r w i s e , a 
s t e r n c o r r e c t i o n m i g h t c o m e 
f rom s o m e l o n g e x p e r i e n c e d 
player . As c h i l d r e n we did n o t 
take a n y pa r t b u t w i t h a r e s p e c t ­
ful s i l e n c e w h i c h t h e t i m e s 
d e m a n d e d w e fo l lowed t h e 
cour se of p l ay a n d l i s t e n e d to t h e 
conve r sa t i on a n d d e m e a n o u r of 
ou r e lders . Tea w i t h C h r i s t m a s 
cake , p u d d i n g a n d t r i f le w a s 
s h a r e d w h i l e c o m p l i m e n t s 
flowed o n t h e f lavour of t h e fare 
o n offer. We w e r e s e n t to b e d 
before o u r vis i tors left b u t w e 
could follow s o m e t h i n g of t h e 
p r o c e e d i n g s from t h e o p e n d o o r 
of o u r b e d r o o m . 

So o u r C h r i s t m a s D a y c a m e to 
a n e n d , lu l l ed to s l eep b y t h e 
m u r m u r from t h e k i t c h e n . T h e 
fol lowing d a y w a s W r e n Boys ' 
day, b u t t h a t is a n o t h e r s tory . 

The late Mrs. Maria Forde, Island, at her Spinning Wheel 
in the 1930s. 
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M i d - W e s t R a d i o 
enters its ninth year of 

broadcasting 
by Sinead <Freyne 

ON T H E 24th Ju ly last, Mid 
West Radio c e l e b r a t e d 
eight yea r s "on-air." T h e 

o c c a s i o n p a s s e d off r e l a t i v e l y 
p e a c e f u l l y . Howeve r , l o o k i n g 
b a c k to 24th J u l y 1989, it was a n 
en t i r e ly different story. T h a t da te 
b a c k in 1989, was t he c u l m i n a t i o n 
of s even m o n t h s of f renzied activ­
i ty a n d p repa ra t i on . T h e pi ra te 
Mid West Radio b e g a n life in 1984 
after b o t h Paul Claffey a n d Chris 
Carrol l i nves t ed m o n e y to p a y for 
a t ransmi t te r . T h e y s u b s e q u e n t l y 
set u p s h o p in t he cloak r o o m of 
Midas Nite Club. For t h e first few 
m o n t h s , Chr is a n d Paul w e r e the 
o n l y two full t i m e p r e s e n t e r s . 
A n d w e r e it no t for Ryan ' s Super 
Valu, tha t ' s h o w th ings m i g h t have 
s tayed. Paddy Ryan a p p r o a c h e d 
Mid West to do a b i t of adver t i s ing 
to h e l p h i m m o v e s o m e Chr i s tmas 
stock. T h a n k s to Paddy, t ha t first 
c a m p a i g n g e n e r a t e d £100 for the 
s ta t ion a n d h e l p e d h i m sell his 
ext ra stock. U n k n o w n to every­
o n e c o n c e r n e d , tha t day was a 
t u r n i n g po in t in t he h i s to ry of Mid 
West Radio. 

Michael Neary, MWR fin Presenter, with the Radio Patrol. 

After a l m o s t four y e a r s as 
"pira tes" , b o t h C h r i s a n d Paul 
k n e w t h e y were on a "very shor t 
plank", b e c a u s e legis la t ion w a s 
abou t to c o m e in. T h e govern­
m e n t of t he day w a n t e d to c lean 
u p the c lu t t e red air-waves, t h e n 
s u p p o r t i n g h u n d r e d s of illegal sta­
t ions . So the Radio a n d Television 
Act of 1988 c a m e in to be ing a n d 
t h e I n d e p e n d e n t Radio a n d 
Televis ion C o m m i s s i o n was set u p 
to dec ide w h o s h o u l d get t he se 
n e w l i cences a n d to regu la te the 
indus t ry . 

O n New Year's Eve 1988, a big 
"farewell conce r t a n d bash" was 
o rgan ised and , accord ing to pre­
s e n t e r G e r r y G l e n n o n , "it w a s 
c o m p a r a b l e to a n I r ish wake ." 
T h e d o o r s of Mi d as w e r e left 
open , a n d peop le w e r e let w a n d e r 

Left: "Around the Fire" Two of 
MWR's most popular Presenters, 

John Duggan and Seamus O 
Dubhthaigh. 

in a n d ou t all day to express the i r 
c o n d o l e n c e s and give mora l sup­
por t . As Ger ry r e m e m b e r s , it was 
a n emot iona l ly cha rged day a n d 
even ing , "all of u s p r e s e n t e r s w e r e 
do ing o u r shows as n o r m a l a n d 
saying o u r goodbyes." H e r e m e m ­
b e r s a packed-to-capaci ty c rowd 
t u r n i n g u p for t he conce r t to wish 
t h e m well . "We were losing o u r 
jobs , t h e r e was n o g u a r a n t e e w e 
would b e t he c o n s o r t i u m to w in 
t he n e w l i cence for Mayo; we 
w e r e s a y i n g g o o d b y e to e a c h 
o t h e r b e c a u s e we k n e w s o m e of 
t he staff would b e m o v i n g on to 
different th ings . It real ly was a 
very e m o t i o n a l day." 

As Char les Dickens wrote , "it 
was t he bes t of t imes , it was t h e 
worst of t imes." T h a t w a s o n e 
w a y of descr ib ing the next s even 
m o n t h s off air. A p l a n was pu t in 
p l ace to w in t h e b r o a d c a s t i n g 
l i cence for C o u n t y Mayo . A con­
s o r t i u m of expe r i enced b u s i n e s s 



p e o p l e a n d o r g a n i s a t i o n s w a s p u t 
i n p l a c e t o m a k e a s u c c e s s f u l b i d . 
T h e y w e r e t h e " W e s t e r n P e o p l e " 
a n d " C o n n a u g h t T e l e g r a p h " n e w s ­
p a p e r s , t h e F e d e r a t i o n o f W e s t e r n 
C h u r c h e s , H o r a n I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
A i r p o r t a n d N o r t h C o n n a u g h t 
F a r m e r s . T h e o r a l h e a r i n g w a s 
h e a r d i n G a l w a y o n t h e 1 0 t h 
M a r c h 1 9 8 9 . I n m i d A p r i l , t h e 
t e a m w a s n o t i f i e d o f i t s s u c c e s s 
a n d t h e m a m m o t h t h r e e m o n t h s 
b u i l d - u p t o p u t t i n g M W R l e g a l l y 
b a c k o n a i r b e g a n . 

F i r s t o n t h e a g e n d a w a s t h e 
n e e d t o s e c u r e a p r e m i s e s . T w o 
o l d r e s i d e n t i a l h o u s e s i n A b b e y 
S t r e e t w e r e b e i n g r e n o v a t e d a t t h e 
t i m e a n d M W R s e c u r e d a r e n t a l 
a g r e e m e n t a n d m o v e d i n . 
E l e c t r i c i a n s a n d c a r p e n t e r s 
m o v e d i n a n d , fo r a t i m e , w e r e l i t ­
e r a l l y c a m p e d t h e r e d a y a n d 
n i g h t . M i l e s o f c a b l e a n d w i r i n g 
w e r e l a i d d o w n w i t h i n t h e h e a r t 
o f t h e b u i l d i n g . T e c h n i c a l e n g i ­
n e e r s w e r e c o n t r a c t e d o v e r f r o m 
E n g l a n d a s w e l l a s t h e t e a m f r o m 
J o e O ' N e i l l ' s , G l e n a m a d d y , t o s e t 
u p a n d fit o u r t w o s t u d i o s . 

A f t e r t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f i n t e r ­

v i e w s , " t w e l v e a p o s t l e s " w e r e 
a p p o i n t e d . T h e r e w a s a t a n g i b l e 
e x c i t e m e n t a t t h e s t u d i o a s t h e 
2 4 t h J u l y d r e w n e a r . O n t h e 
e v e n i n g b e f o r e , t h e n e w s t u d i o s 
w e r e l o c k e d a t 7 p m a n d n o b o d y 
w a s l e t i n u n t i l t h e f o l l o w i n g 
m o r n i n g w h e n t h e n e w M i d W e s t 
R a d i o w e n t o n a i r a t 7 a m . W i t h 
t h a t M W R b e c a m e t h e first i n d e ­

p e n d e n t l o c a l r a d i o s t a t i o n o u t ­
s i d e o f D u b l i n t o b e s e t u p i n 
I r e l a n d . T o d a y , t h e r e a r e t w e n t y -
five p e o p l e e m p l o y e d f u l l - t i m e i n 
M i d W e s t R a d i o a n d fifteen fu l l -
t i m e i n N o r t h W e s t R a d i o . 
A n o t h e r f o r t y p e o p l e w h o m i g h t 
w o r k o n e h o u r a w e e k t o t e n 
h o u r s a w e e k a r e e m p l o y e d o n a 
p a r t - t i m e o r c o n t r a c t b a s i s . 

Secondary School Debating teams in Recording Studios at MWR. 

It's a long way to 
Ballyhaunis... 

And somehow I thinK it always will! Even though I've 
been living and working in France for the past five 
years, my Irish roots are something that are very 
much a part of me and something I am very proud of. 
Being asked where I come from is somewhat of a 
daily routine now as I meet new people every 
day in my work, and I must admit that I get 
great pleasure in telling them I'm Irish. 
And the questions never stop there 
once they hear "Irlande"; usually 
they cont inue asking about (or 
remembering) the Irish pubs, the 
rather wet weather, the lovely coun­
tryside, but above all, the friendly 

people so, why wouldn't I be proud 
after that (apart from the wet weather of 
course!) 

So many people tend to think of living in 
France as something exotic, ideas related to the 

c l i m a t e , t h e food a n d w i n e , e v e n t h e l i fes ty le m a y b e . 
I ' m n o t g o i n g to d e n y t h e s e a d v a n t a g e s , b u t for m e w h a t 

r e a l l y c o u n t s is n o t w h a t y o u h a v e b u t w h o y o u h a v e . 
H a p p i l y m a r r i e d , w i t h a n a b s o l u t e l y a d o r a b l e b a b y 

d a u g h t e r , I h o n e s t l y b e l i e v e t h a t I c o u l d l ive a n y ­
w h e r e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , c o m i n g h o m e is s o m e t h i n g 

I c o u l d n ' t d o w i t h o u t - s o m e t i m e s I feel l i k e a 
b a t t e r y w i t h n o m o r e e n e r g y a n d it 's l ike a s 

if g o i n g h o m e is w h a t I n e e d t o b e 
r e c h a r g e d ! Af te r all , t h e r e a r e s o m e 

t h i n g s t h a t j u s t s i m p l y c a n ' t b e 
r e p l a c e d e l s e w h e r e ; first a n d fore­
m o s t , m y p a r e n t s a n d s i s t e r s , m y 
o t h e r f a m i l y a n d f r i ends , m y h o m e , 
m y t o w n , a g o o d n i g h t in t h e p u b , a 

d e l i c i o u s I r i s h s t e w . . . . n e e d I c o n t i n u e ? ? 

W h a t m o r e c a n I s a y a p a r t f r o m Vive La 
F r a n c e , Vive L T r e l a n d e ! 

L i s a n n e F i t z g e r a l d - B r u c h m a n n 
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A Penny a Lump 
The more you eat the more you jump 

T h e l i terary contr ibutors to th i s 
m a g a z i n e c a n b e c lass i f i ed i n t h e 
s a m e w a y as flowers are c lass i f ied 
i n a s e e d ca ta logue: h a r d y a n n u a l s , 
b i e n n i a l s a n d p e r e n n i a l s . 

T h e h a r d y a n n u a l s flower jus t 
o n c e a n d after that i ts 'gang aft a-
g l ey ' a s t h e Scot t i sh Poet , Robert 
B u r n s o n c e sa id . All th i s j o g s m y 
m e m o r y a n d r e m i n d s m e o f a ser­
m o n I o n c e h e a r d d e l i v e r e d in the 
Friary y e a r s a g o i n w h i c h t h o s e w h o 
w e n t to c o n f e s s i o n jus t o n c e a y e a r 
b e t w e e n A s h W e d n e s d a y a n d 
Trinity S u n d a y w e r e d e s c r i b e d as 
h a r d y a n n u a l s . 

Get t ing a w a y f rom B o t a n y a n d 
T h e o l o g y , I w a n t to tel l y o u that 
o n e of our p e r e n n i a l s c r i b e s wi l l no t 
b e taking p e n in h a n d t h i s year. N o 
s e r i o u s r e a s o n for this , j u s t a t e m ­
p o r a r y i n t e r l u d e w h i l e Jack 
Ha lp in ' s a r m r e c o v e r s f r o m injur ies 
i n c u r r e d i n a r e c e n t a c c i d e n t . 
Whi le Jack's a r m m a y b e i n 'neutral' 
j u s t n o w h i s bra in is still i n top gear, 
a s w e f o u n d out at a r e c e n t m e e t i n g 
o f t h e Editorial C o m m i t t e e . H i s sta­
t u s as a p e r e n n i a l contr ibutor i s 
g o i n g to b e k e p t intact b e c a u s e w e 
i n t e n d to reap a n o t h e r l i terary crop 
f rom h i s ferti le field of m e m o r i e s . 
A s a c o n c e s s i o n h e jus t h a s to relate 
h i s a n e c d o t e s a n d t h e y wi l l b e jot­
t ed d o w n b y a 'Secretary' o f h i s 
c h o i c e d r a w n from t h e Editorial 
C o m m i t t e e . A c o n d i t i o n o f th i s con­
c e s s i o n is that for the n e x t ed i t ion 
h e g i v e s u s a n u n a b r i d g e d a c c o u n t 
of h o w h e got o n w i t h the n u r s e s in 
M e r l i n Park. 

In t h e m e a n t i m e Jack wil l talk to 
u s about a l e s s exc i t ing subject . 
Whi l e th is subjec t m a y b e l e s s excit­
ing, it is n o n e t h e l e s s s m o o t h a n d 
d e l i c i o u s a n d v e r y su i table for c o n ­
v a l e s c i n g p e o p l e . We wi l l b e talking 
a b o u t i ce c r e a m . T h e p r o c e s s o f 

6y Jimmy Cribbin 

m a k i n g i ce c r e a m is fairly straight­
f o r w a r d a n d t h o s e m a k i n g i c e 
c r e a m i n t o w n at t h e p r e s e n t t i m e 
wi l l b e h a p p y to tell t h e full s tory. 
A s i ce c r e a m h a s b e e n m a d e n o w 
for t h r e e h u n d r e d y e a r s it is un l ike ­
l y that there are a n y s e c r e t s about 
w h i c h t h e y m a y n o t w i s h to talk. 
Jus t a sk a n y o f t h e m c o u l d it b e 
m a d e w i t h o u t u s i n g e l e c t r i c i t y . 
T h e probable a n s w e r is 'can't b e 
done. ' It w a s d o n e a n d Jack is o n e 
o f the f e w p e o p l e i n the l oca l i ty 
w h o can , from p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e , 
tel l h o w i ce c r e a m w a s m a d e in 
A b b e y St. n e a r l y s e v e n t y y e a r s a g o 
b e f o r e t h e c o m i n g o f e l ec tr i c i ty . 
T o d a y e l e c t r i c i t y i s e s s e n t i a l 
b e c a u s e i n m a k i n g i c e c r e a m the 
i n g r e d i e n t s h a v e to b e t h o r o u g h l y 
' w h i p p e d ' a n d t h e n re fr igera ted . 
W h e n i c e c r e a m w a s first m a d e i n 
A b b e y Street the m i x i n g w a s d o n e 
b y a h a n d o p e r a t e d m a c h i n e . T h e 
refr igerat ion w a s p r o v i d e d b y i c e 
w h i c h arr ived b y p a s s e n g e r train 
o n c e a w e e k from D u b l i n . T h o s e 
large b l o c k s o f ice w e r e w r a p p e d in 
s a c k i n g a n d s tored unt i l required in 
the 'cold store' w h i c h w a s a shor t 
t u n n e l d u g into the h i g h g r o u n d at 
t h e b a c k o f t h e p r e m i s e s . 

T h e e q u i p m e n t c o n s i s t e d o f a 
c ircular c o n t a i n e r w i t h a s o m e w h a t 
s m a l l e r c o n t a i n e r o n t h e i n s i d e 
w h i c h s e r v e d the p u r p o s e s o f m i x ­
i n g c o m p a r t m e n t a n d i ce b o x . 
T h e r e w a s a h a n d l e or crank m o u n t ­
e d o n the o u t s i d e o f the c o n t a i n e r 
w h i c h w a s c o n n e c t e d to a m i x i n g 
d e v i c e o n the i n s i d e b y m e a n s o f 
shaf ts a n d gears . In an o p e r a t i o n 
no t un l ike ' churning ' the h a n d l e 
w a s t u r n e d b y h a n d a n d the m i x i n g 
p a d d l e s w e r e se t in m o t i o n . Jack 
reca l l s that the late Eddie Bies ty 

w a s a m a n w h o d id m a n y a t u r n at 
th i s job. 

W h e n t h e m i x i n g of the ingredi ­
e n t s w a s c o m p l e t e d , a m i x t u r e o f 
c r u s h e d i c e a n d c o a r s e salt w a s 
p l a c e d i n t h e cav i ty b e t w e e n t h e 
t w o c o m p a r t m e n t s to p r o v i d e t h e 
refr igerat ion. T h e n t h e i ce c r e a m 
w a s ready to b e s c o o p e d out a n d p u t 
in to a l i t t le m o u l d w i t h a w o o d e n 
s p o o n a n d b e t w e e n t w o w a f e r s . 
D e p e n d i n g o n y o u r w e a l t h y o u 
c o u l d h a v e 'a p e n n y ' , 'a t u p p e n n y ' , 
'a k n i c k e r b o c k e r glory' or 'a b a n a n a 
split'. 

T h e c o m i n g of e l ec tr i c i ty i n 1932 
b r o u g h t m o r e t h a n l ight into t o w n . 
S o o n t h e e l e c t r i c a l s a l e s m a n 
arrived, the c h u r n l i k e m a c h i n e w a s 
left outs ide , t h e i c e m a n got n o m o r e 
orders a n d t h e t u n n e l u n d e r t h e hi l l 
b e c a m e v a c a n t . T h e n e w ice c r e a m 
c a b i n e t h a d a n e l ec tr i c m o t o r to do 
t h e m u s c l e w o r k a n d a b u i l t - i n 
refr igerat ion un i t to rep lace t h e i c e 
a n d there w a s e v e n a t h e r m o s t a t o n 
the s ide . T h e n e w e q u i p m e n t w a s 
m o r e e f f i c i e n t , t h e t e m p e r a t u r e 
c o u l d b e c o n t r o l l e d at t h e turn o f a 
sw i t ch , n o b a c k b r e a k i n g h a n d l e to 
turn a n d t h e da i ly c l e a n i n g o f work­
ing parts w i t h s c a l d i n g water w a s at 
a n e n d , as w a s the w e e k l y j o u r n e y 
u p to the ra i lway s ta t ion w i t h a cart 
to co l l ec t t h e large b l o c k s of i ce . 

T h o s e o f u s w h o w e r e t h e last 
g e n e r a t i o n o f y o u n g s t e r s to w a l k i n 
from the c o u n t r y to c h u r c h e a c h 
S u n d a y a l so recal l that it w a s o n 
that trip w e e n j o y e d the o n l y l u x u ­
ry that n o r m a l l y c a m e our w a y for 
the rest o f t h e w e e k . T h e s a l e s m e n 
are still ca l l ing w i t h n e w flavours, 
n e w n a m e s , n e w w r a p p i n g s , n e w 
s h a p e s but , to us , n o ' m a g n u m ' wi l l 
for u s e v e r taste a s g o o d as the 'tup­
p e n n y ' after M a s s o n a S u n d a y i n 
the s u n n y l o n g ago . 
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'Bringing home the turf in the '40 V 
Mercy Flatley, main St.; 

Carmel Waldron, Upper Main St.; 
Nuala Caulfield, Carrowkeel. 

Photographed with the Chief Scout, C.J. Murphy at Whit Camp, 
Lakehill 1968: Eddie Campbell, Oliver Concannon, 

Kieran Folliard and Hugh Campbell 

fi\/(in - Mecember 
I'll never forget how I felt 
When your eyes enveloped mine 
Across a swaying maze of glasses and 
Laughter, things 
Unknown that should have been familiar 

And how clear the music thumped 
How every beat 
Was the tightening of our hands 
The air was drunk with voices 
Only the moon 

Carved into the blackness of calm despair 
I knew I'd never see you again 
But for one night it didn't matter 
It's as if even detail must never change 
The glass you dropped, the creased leather 

Of our seat 

My mind is one constant replay and I see 
Your hand on my shoulder 
Maybe there'll be another night like this 
With one perfect moment 
Of two hearts finding a likeness 
An escape from themselves in the reality of 
disguise 
And two people who can take a part of 
each other 

I know I'll never see you again 
But is the pain somehow 
The cure? 
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Crystal 
We still have the heirlooms 

But who shows their grandchildren 

Cracks in pavements, like old scars 

Battlewounds 

Not of a finale but where it began 

And the world ended 

Sometimes in my sleep I hear the glass 

First a crack, a shatter and shards dribble 

Into furrows of gutters and gratings 

Like my tears 

A war, a contest, not for time, not for words 

Life, love, security-just for action 

There was never a world to kill 

Only memories; visions of people just 

Robots as they realised 

Were were no more consequences 

-1939 
On another planet 

When you understand nothing and see 

No one to know you 

Or even know how they died 

Or if they still exist 

No choice but to keep on breathing 

Yes, its called survival. 

I can find myself even now 

In my daughter's old history book 

Summarised, registered 

Statistics 

Black and white photos so colourful 

It hurts your eyes 

And no one looks in their faces 

It's too much like a mirror 

And who wants to feel guilty? 

But how do you tell your grandchildren 

Where their computer games come from? 

How you slash someone to pieces and become 

Invincible, somehow 

They were only ever afraid of fear 

I'm sure I heard screams that night 

And drew in the blankets to the sound of my heart 

I'm sure I told my child it was just a nightmare 

Ready to kill her first-ifthey came 

Not a killing, but a saving of dreams 

They give you medals for fighting 

But not surviving 

Not for the ability to go on waking 

They called it "the Final Solution" 

And in my grandchild's nightmares 

We pray for finality 

Not to live, not even to go 

To Heaven 

But never to see Hell again 

And never to die there again 

Or to live there again 

(These were two of the poems with which Lucie won 2nd l&j 

prize in the Hillstead Museum National Poetry Competition) iQgi 



Martin Andrew 
O'Brennan 

MA R T I N A n d r e w 

O ' B r e n n a n w a s b o r n i n 
1810 i n B a l l y h a u n i s , C o . 

M a y o , t h e s e v e n t h ( o r e l e v e n t h , t h e 
r e c o r d s d i f f e r ) s o n o f M a r t i n 
O ' B r e n n a n a n d S a r a C u l l e n . H e 
w a s e d u c a t e d i n R o d e r i c k J u d g e ' s 
a c a d e m y o n M a i n St., B a l l y h a u n i s 
a n d t h e n , f o r s i x y e a r s , i n St . 
J a r l a t h ' s C o l l e g e , TAiam, w h e r e h e 
s t u d i e d G r e e k , L a t i n , F r e n c h , Logic , 
M e t a p h y s i c s , S c i e n c e , P r i n c i p l e s o f 
C a n o n Law, R h e t o r i c , B e l l e s - L e t t r e s 
a n d t h e P r a c t i c e a n d S c i e n c e o f 
E l o c u t i o n ; h e a p p a r e n t l y g a i n e d 
first c l a s s h o n o u r s i n al l s u b j e c t s . 
H e s e e m s t o h a v e s t a y e d for a w h i l e 
a t St . J a r l a t h ' s w h e r e h e w a s "Pub l i c 
P r o f e s s o r , H i s t o r i o g r a p h e r a n d 
L e c t u r e r . " I n 1 8 3 6 h e w e n t t o 
D u b l i n w h e r e h e b e g a n a c a r e e r 
d e v o t e d t o t h e p r o p a g a t i o n o f t h e 
I r i s h l a n g u a g e a n d h i s t o r y a n d a n 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e c h a n g i n g 
n a t i o n a l i s t m o v e m e n t s o f t h e 
p e r i o d . 

by Marie-Louise Legg 
A t t h e e n d o f t h e 1 8 4 0 s 

O ' B r e n n a n a p p e a r s i n T h o r n ' s 
D i r e c t o r y a s t h e P r i n c i p a l o f a 
" C o l l e g i a t e S e m i n a r y " i n B o l t o n 
S t r e e t , D u b l i n , for y o u n g m e n 
s t u d y i n g for e x a m i n a t i o n s for 
e n t r a n c e to u n i v e r s i t y a n d for c ivi l 
a n d m i l i t a r y a p p o i n t m e n t s . 
A l t h o u g h it w a s n o t t h e n n e c e s s a r y 
for e n t r y t o t h e p r o f e s s i o n s , 
O ' B r e n n a n a d v e r t i s e d t h a t h e 
t a u g h t t h e I r i sh l a n g u a g e . It is p r o b ­
a b l e t h a t h e w a s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
G a v a n Duf fy ' s Y o u n g I r e l a n d m o v e ­
m e n t a s h e w a s l a t e r s a i d to h a v e 
v e t t e d t h e j u r i e s a t Duffy ' s t r i a l s to 
e n s u r e h i s a c q u i t t a l . H e c e r t a i n l y 
j o i n e d t h e N a t i o n a l I r i s h S p e a k i n g 
S o c i e t y , a n d w o r k e d o n t h e r ev iva l 
o f t h e I r i s h l a n g u a g e a n d I r i sh h i s ­
t o r y . H i s A n c i e n t Ireland w a s p u b ­
l i s h e d in 1855 a n d , in t h e p r e f a c e , 
h e s p e a k s o f h i s d e d i c a t i o n to t h e 
r e v i v a l o f t h e l a n g u a g e a n d a n c i e n t 
h i s t o r y a n d c a l l e d o n p r o f e s s o r s o f 

I r i s h n o t j u s t t o r e a d "old s t o r i e s , 
h o w e v e r i n t e r e s t i n g . . . . T h e y m u s t 
b e t e a c h e r s r a t h e r t h a n m e r e t a lk ­
e r s , w h e n a g o o d N a t i o n a l w o r k i s t o 
b e d o n e , p e o p l e m u s t b e i n 
e a r n e s t . . . . W o r k is n e c e s s a r y t o 
up l i f t a f a l l e n n a t i o n , r e s n o n v e r b a . 
"O'Brennan's Antiquities" w a s p u b ­
l i s h e d i n 1858 a n d w e n t i n t o t w o 
e d i t i o n s i n t w o m o n t h s . A g a i n , i n 
t h e p r e f a c e O ' B r e n n a n w r i t e s o f t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e o f h i s c a u s e : " T h e r e s t i l l 
e x i s t s a n i n d e s t r u c t i b l e flame o f 
n a t i o n a l i t y n e v e r t o b e w h o l l y s u b ­
d u e d . . . . e v e r y t h i n g I r i s h is n o t a 
f a i l u r e . . . . t h e h e a r t o f I r e l a n d i s y e t 
p u r e a n d l o v e s l i b e r t y . " H e a l s o 
w r o t e An essay on Ireland (1856) a n d 
Irish made easy (1859). I n 1857 h e 
w a s a d m i t t e d a s a s t u d e n t of t h e 
H o n o u r a b l e S o c i e t y o f King ' s I n n s 
t o s t u d y for cal l t o t h e Bar, a n d i n 
1858 h e w a s a d m i t t e d t o G r a y ' s I n n , 
L o n d o n , for t h e s a m e p u r p o s e , b u t 
t h e r e i s n o r e c o r d o f h i s h a v i n g 
b e e n a d m i t t e d t o e i t h e r t h e E n g l i s h 
o r I r i s h Ba r s . I n h i s a p p l i c a t i o n t o 
t h e s e I n n s o f C o u r t h e c l a i m e d t o 
b e a n L L . D from T r i n i t y C o l l e g e , 
D u b l i n , b u t T .C .D . h a s n o r e c o r d o f 
h i s e v e r h a v i n g b e e n t h e i r s t u d e n t . 
T h e r e a s o n for h i s f a i l u re t o t a k e u p 
h i s p l a c e i n e i t h e r D u b l i n o r 
L o n d o n m a y b e t h a t h e r e t u r n e d , i n 
1859, t o T u a m . 

T h e Connaught Patriot w a s 
f o u n d e d o n 2 7 t h A u g u s t 1859 a n d 
d e d i c a t e d " in t h e n a m e of G o d , 
u n d e r t h e p a t r o n a g e o f t h e B l e s s e d 
Vi rg in a n d w i t h s a n c t i o n o f t h e v e n ­
e r a t e d p r e l a t e a n d t h e r e v e r e d c l e r ­
gy of C o n n a u g h t . T h e n a m e of t h e 
e d i t o r is e v i d e n c e t h a t n o C a t h o l i c 
i n t e r e s t wi l l b e o v e r l o o k e d . " T h e 
" v e n e r a t e d p r e l a t e " w a s A r c h b i s h o p 
M c H a l e w h o s e p r o t e c t i o n m a y h a v e 
b e e n o f s o m e h e l p to O ' B r e n n a n i n 
t h e d i f f i c u l t y e a r s a h e a d . T h e 
p a p e r , f r o m t h e s ta r t , t o o k a s t r o n g ­
ly n a t i o n a l i s t l i n e , o p e n l y s u p p o r t ­
i n g t h e N a t i o n a l B r o t h e r h o o d o f St. 
Pa t r i ck w h i c h w a s k n o w n t o b e a 
f ront o r g a n i s a t i o n for F e n i a n i s m ; 
O ' B r e n n a n s p o k e o n b e h a l f o f t h e 
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N a t i o n a l B r o t h e r h o o d i n I r e l a n d 
a n d t h e n o r t h o f E n g l a n d . H e w r o t e 
e d i t o r i a l s c a l l i n g a t t e n t i o n t o t h e 
p l i g h t o f P o l a n d , a n d c a l l e d I r e l a n d 
" t h e P o l a n d o f t h e s e a s . " H e t o o k u p 
t h e c a u s e o f F a t h e r L a v e l l e o f 
P a r t r y , t h e n a t i o n a l i s t p r i e s t w h o s e 
a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e w e s t o f I r e l a n d 
w e r e a t h o r n i n t h e s i d e o f G a l w a y 
l a n d l o r d s a n d w h o a n g e r e d 
C a r d i n a l C u l l e n i n D u b l i n a n d 
P r o p a g a n d a i n R o m e . D e s p i t e t h e s e 
c a u s e s , O ' B r e n n a n d i s c l a i m e d a n y 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y i d e a l s : "I a m n o t h i n g 
o f M a z z i n i . I a n a t h e m a t i s e t h e 
C a r b o n a r i , b u t I b l e s s t h e s w o r d a n d 
t h e s c y t h e o f t h e P o l e a n d I l o n g for 
t h e freedom of m y c o u n t r y . " H e 
d e v o t e d a g r e a t d e a l of s p a c e t o t h e 
I r i s h l a n g u a g e a l t h o u g h h e d i d n o t 
p r i n t i n G a e l i c , h a v i n g n o G a e l i c 
font ; t h e l i v e s o f I r i s h s a i n t s a n d 
I r i s h h e r o e s w e r e t h e s u b j e c t o f 
m a n y p o t t e d b i o g r a p h i e s . T h e 
Connaught Patriot a d v o c a t e d a f o r m 
of p a t r i o t i c p r o t e c t i o n i s m i n t h e 
n a m e o f I r e l a n d : n a t i v e p r o d u c t s -
p e a t , s t o n e a n d flax s h o u l d b e u s e d 
i n p r e f e r e n c e t o i m p o r t e d g o o d s . 

T h e r e i s n o d o u b t t h a t 
O ' B r e n n a n w a s a n a t h e m a t o b o t h 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t i n D u b l i n a n d 
L o n d o n a n d t o t h e H o l y S e e . T h e y 
w e r e a l l d r i v e n t o e x a s p e r a t i o n b y 
h i s s u p p o r t o f F a t h e r L a v e l l e ' s a d v o ­
c a c y o f a C a t h o l i c r i g h t of r e b e l l i o n 
a g a i n s t t h e s t a t e , a n d b y 
O ' B r e n n a n ' s a b u s e o f C a r d i n a l 
C u l l e n a n d h i s m a d d e n i n g i n a b i l i t y 
o r u n w i l l i n g n e s s t o c o n d e m n 
F e n i a n i s m w h i c h h e i n t e r p r e t e d i n 
a p u r e l y h i s t o r i c a l s e n s e , b e l i e v i n g 
t h a t t h e I r i s h r a c e w a s d e s c e n d e d 
f r o m F e n i u s , t h e c h i e f o f t h e 
S c y t h i a n s . But d e s p i t e t h i s s u p p o r t 
for t h e N a t i o n a l B r o t h e r h o o d a n d 
h i s a t t a c k s o n t h e g o v e r n m e n t , 
t h e s e p o l i c i e s d i d h i m n o g o o d w i t h 
t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e F e n i a n m o v e ­
m e n t i n D u b l i n . T h e r e , t h e l e a d e r s , 
J a m e s S t e p h e n s a n d T h o m a s 
C l a r k e L u b y , t h o u g h t h i m a r o m a n ­
t i c fool . 

W h i l e O ' B r e n n a n e n j o y e d t h e 
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support of Archbishop McHale, the 
Catholic Church in Dublin repudiat­
ed his actions. Cardinal Cullen, 
w h o accepted the governmen t of 
Ireland by Westminster, had been 
horrified by the attack on the Papal 
States and the collapse of the tem­
poral power of the Pope in the 
1850s and 1860s which he saw as 
the t r iumph of secret societies and 
the enemies of religion, and he 
roundly d e n o u n c e d the Fenians. 
O'Brennan publicly attacked Cullen 
as "one of those untold calamities 
which at this m o m e n t afflict m y 
country", and added sweetly, "Your 
Holiness may not agree with m e in 
this." The Connaught Patriot was 
descr ibed to the h e a d of 
Propaganda in Rome as "a malicious 
Garibaldian rag which is somet imes 
heretical, somet imes schismatical 
and at all t imes personal ly offen­
sive to the Head of the Church." It 
was claimed that w h e n the paper 
first appeared the Tuam clergy were 
expected to subscribe and w h e n it 
near ly failed Archbishop McHale 
sent m o n e y and declared it to be 
the "true organ of Catholicity in this 
par t of the country." Cardinal 
Cullen sent copies of the newspa­
per to Rome, claiming that it excit­
ed people to d i sobed ience and 
weakened their faith. He believed 

Martin Andrew O'Brennan (1810-1878). 

it to be an i n s t r u m e n t of war 
be tween himself and MacHale and 
tha t t hey were infected wi th 
Mazzin ian ism and told Cardinal 
Barnabo: "The newspapers speak of 
h i m (Mazzini) as if he were some 
k ind of d ivini ty or a n o t h e r 
r edeemer of the world.... It is not 
surpris ing that the poor Catholics 
begin to think that secret societies 
are not so bad." 

By 1865 O'Brennan had exhaust­
ed the pat ience of ano ther power -
Dublin Castle. In February that 
year he published a let ter from 
Father Lavelle which claimed that 
Propaganda in Rome had advised 
Monsignor Wood, the Bishop of 
Philadelphia, that "Feniani non sunt 
inquietandi" ("The Fenians are not to 
be disturbed") and in the same 
paper an article declared that all 
Cathol ics were free to jo in the 
Fenian society. In October 1865 
O'Brennan and a clerk in the news­
paper ' s office were arrested and 
charged with having published an 
article which was calculated to stir 
u p foreigners and s t rangers to 
invade Ireland, levy war against the 
Queen and separate Ireland from 
the United Kingdom. This article 
claimed that every I r i shman who 
wishes well to Ireland was himself a 
Fenian, on the basis that Milesius 
came from a colony in Spain and 
that Fenius, as the ancestor of the 
Scythic colony settled in Spain, was 
therefore a remote progenitor of all 
g e n u i n e I r i s h m e n a n d w o m e n . 
"Galway was h u n d r e d s of years 
before Christ and Galway will be 
s tanding when London will be in 
ashes. . . . It will come - and by the 
strong a rms of the haun ted exiled 
Irish.... shall re turn sword-in-hand 
to their Land of Promise". The 
London Times lectured the "credu­
lous readers" of the newspaper and 
said that it was "consolatory to 
know that nei ther the peasantry 
nor the farmers nor the artisan 
population of the towns nor the 
shop-keepers are, as a body, Fenian 
and it is most satisfactory to find 
the priests ranged with the land­
lords on the side of order." 
Cardinal Cullen told his clergy that 
Fenianism was a compound of folly 
and wickedness wearing the mask 
of patriotism. There is some mys­
te ry about the length of 

O'Brennan's sentence, but he was 
certainly in gaol with the o ther 
Fenians who were arres ted w h e n 
their paper, the Irish People, was 
suppressed. 

T h e Fenian m o v e m e n t might 
have b e e n expec ted to suppor t 
O'Brennan in his plight, bu t instead 
t h e y a b a n d o n e d h i m . T h o m a s 
Clarke Luby had reviewed Ancient 
Ireland in the Irish People where he 
described it as a "literary Leviathan" 
whe re "the r eader neve r knows 
exactly where he is or in what age 
of the world; so rapid and unceas­
ing are the learned doctor's changes 
of place and time." O'Brennan told 
Luby that this attack was "the stroke 
of an assassin", and al though Father 
Lavelle called at the offices of the 
Irish People to remonstrate , "the 
pathos of the reverend advocate 
was unab le to soften our ha rd 
hearts." Luby last saw O'Brennan 
in Richmond Goal, Dublin, where 
he was exercising in the prison 
yard, reading "some book (ancient 
classic, no doubt) with grand the­
atrical emphas i s and gesture It 

is now m a n y years since he depart­
ed this topsy turvy life in Chicago." 

The Galway Vindicator of 9th 
March 1878 carries a report from 
the Chicago Times on the death of 
Martin A. O'Brennan: "The death of 
Dr. O'Brennan", says the Chicago 
paper, "was the result of a fall on 
the sidewalk on the corner of Fifth 
Avenue and Van Bruen Street by 
which he broke one of his legs, the 
shock proving too much for his 
enfeebled const i tu t ion." T h e 
Vindicator goes on to say that 
O'Brennan had been released from 
gaol in Ireland on condition of his 
residing out of the country. He 
went to America and, after lectur­
ing on Irish subjects in various 
cities in the United States, settled 
down as a lawyer in Chicago but 
was not over successful . "He 
leaves, we regret to say, his wife 
and a family of eight children whol­
ly unprovided for. We are glad to 
add, however, that the I r ishmen of 
Chicago have opened a subscription 
for the family which, we trust, will 
mee t with a liberal response." 

Published courtesy of the Author 
and the Publishers: The Old Tuam 
Society 
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'Our Kitchen' 
63; <DecCan Lyons 

Our k i tchen was our cookhouse, living room, 
washroom, pr ivate chapel , family counci l 
c h a m b e r a n d the cen t re of all the little dra­

m a s tha t w e n t into the make-up of our lives. 
I ts decora t ion and furnishings changed over the 

yea r s to reflect the modes t mater ia l progress we 
were to m a k e as a family. 

W h e n we first moved into this small cottage it was 
badly r u n down. T h e paint was peel ing from the 
walls, he r e a n d the re different colours from prev ious 
coat ings showed through. Dry paint flaked from the 
ceil ings a n d as ch i ldren we would lie in b e d gazing 
at the images we could see in the pa t t e rns c rea ted by 
the miss ing paint "I can see a horse".... "I can see 
an e lephan t" .... "What can you see?" 

We spen t the mos t of our lives in the k i tchen 
which was furnished in the basic Irish style of the 
day. T h e main i t em of furniture was a huge old 
fashioned o p e n dresser with rows of crockery. T h e 
top shelf conta ined large, b lue- r immed, oval m e a t 
d ishes which were used at Chr is tmas to hold t he 
cooked goose. T h e next shelf down held a row of 
jugs, some more o rna te than o thers a n d general ly of 
the k ind that were no t in tended for regular use . 
T h e n the re was a row of china cups and saucers dec­
orated wi th a rich, gilt, b lue and orange design, wed­
ding p resen t s of m y father and m o t h e r which only 
saw use once in seven years, pe rhaps w h e n we had 
the Stations. Thereaf ter the crockery got m o r e 
work-a-day, the ord inary cups, mugs and pla tes we 
used for ou r meals . T h e bot tom half of the dresser 
had two doors and was called ' the press.' It con­
ta ined food such as bu t t e r and j a m and all the ingre­
d ien t s needed for baking and cooking. 

T h e fire was the second main feature of the 
ki tchen. In our y o u n g days it was an open grate 
with a hob on e i ther side. An iron c rane swung over 
the blazing fire and from it hung the kett les and pots 
used for boil ing water a n d cooking. Bread was baked 
on the hea r th in a flat iron pot laid on a t r ipod. 
Lighted coals were removed from the fire with a 
tongs and placed u n d e r the pot and on the lid of the 
pot. In this primitive fashion our bread was made . 

Someone wrote that those of us who grew u p in 
Ireland through the 1940s and SO's exper ienced the 
change from the anc ien t ways of living to the n e w 
and vastly different style of the 1960s and onwards . 
We had no tap water or electricity. Water was car­
ried from the well some distance away and light at 
night was provided by paraffin oil l amps . 

Life was basic from the bare concre te floor 

upwards . T h e uncovered concre te had d e e p cracks 
which r a n like rivers w h e n the floor was b e i n g 
washed . T h e concre te was m a d e from rough gravel, 
but ton-sized s tones shone from the traffic of hob­
nai led boots . In m y ear ly t e ens I took a special plea­
sure in laying moss g reen tiles on this floor. It 
s e e m e d to m e progress of mega-propor t ions to have 
covered over the ugly concre te wi th smoo th ti les of a 
gent le g reen b roken wi th splodges of c ream. As I laid 
the last few tiles leading to the front door, I felt tha t 
we had moved a mill ion mi les up-marke t a n d in all 
m y life I can never forget that first youthful b u r s t of 
ach ievemen t . 

My m o t h e r was in cahoots wi th m e over t he 
s cheme . I first had to win h e r over to t he idea so tha t 
she could find the m o n e y for the project. Now tha t 
the job was comple ted she sat on t he old a r m c h a i r b y 
the fire a n d enjoyed a cigarette, h e r express ion 
be t rayed h e r r ich approval of our n e w floorscape. So 
well she migh t smile, t he drab k i t chen in ter ior of 
those earl ier years was taking on a cosier glow. By 
n o w the walls were covered in a c r eam wal lpaper 
wi th a fan-shaped pa t t e rn in t an and orange shades . 
T h e lower sect ion of t he wall, separa ted by a p a p e r 
border, was pa in ted green . Wallpaper at g round level 
would neve r s tand the wea r a n d tear of our c rowded 
house . 

T h e r e was no th ing unde r s t a t ed or subtle about t he 
religious p re sence in our k i tchen . Castles might well 
have the i r private chapels , ou r k i t chen was the fami­
ly oratory. From one wall h u n g a large bus t sized fig­
u re of the Sacred Hear t , clad in a dark red ga rmen t , 
his ben ign eyes gazed at you from wha teve r angle y o u 
v iewed h im . His left h a n d pointed to his p ie rced 
hear t from which fell a golden s t r eam of light, whi le 
his right h a n d was raised in blessing.. My m o t h e r 
would tell us that h e r m o t h e r used to say to her : "in 
t ime of t rouble he 's your bes t friend." 

T h e focus of our family p rayer was not d i rected to 
that picture, however, bu t towards a high alcove in a n 
opposi te co rne r whe re a s ta tue of O u r Lady was dis­
played in a b lue cabinet with a glass front. This was 
the altar before which, however reluctant ly, we kne l t 
to say the Rosary. It took t en m i n u t e s to recite, b u t 
for us chi ldren that s e e m e d an e terni ty . If we w e r e 
out playing on a s u m m e r ' s evening and arr ived back 
to hea r the rosary in progress we would s c a m p e r off 
again until it was over. 

T h e rosary brought the day in the k i tchen to a n 
end : w h e n it was over we were sen t to bed . 

T5a<fr24 



The Bellman or 
Town Crier 

Except o n pig-fair m o r n i n g s and 
on the week ly m a r k e t day, there 
w a s v e r y l i t t le n o i s e o n t h e 

s t ree t s of Bal lyhaunis d u r i n g the for­
t ies. Apar t from the daily Westport-
Longford b u s w h i c h rolled t h rough the 
t o w n each m o r n i n g and r e t u r n e d night­
ly, a n d t h e o d d pe t ro l t a n k e r a n d 
h a u l a g e l o r r y p a s s i n g t h r o u g h , t h e 
mos t c o m m o n d i s tu rbances w e r e the 
occasional b a r k i n g of dogs a n d the 
cha t t e r of ch i ld ren on the i r w a y h o m e 
from school. 

But o n e d i f fe ren t a n d i n d e e d 
u n i q u e sound was s o m e t i m e s literally 
r inging in our ears . It was gene ra t ed by 
Mart in Duignan , the Bel lman, doing 
h i s rounds . For a small fee h e adver­
tised eve ry th ing and a n y t h i n g of local 
i n t e r e s t . It cou ld b e a d a n c e i n 
McGarry 's Hall, a concer t , a p lay or a 
card drive in the Parochial Hall, a sale 
b y a local auct ioneer , the c o m i n g of a 
c i rcus or a m e e t i n g in the Cent ra l Hotel 
of a t rade u n i o n b r a n c h , d r ama t i c soci­
e ty or the local boxing club. 

His circuit c o m m e n c e d at the top of 
U p p e r Main Street w h e n six or seven 
loud peals of h is hand-bel l ecl ipsed all 
o the r sounds . Slowly, he walked in the 
cen t r e of the s t ree ts which w e r e invari­
ably traffic-free in wa r t ime I re land and, 
t h e s t r o n g e r a n d m o r e r ap id ly h e 
s w u n g the bell, the louder was the 

By Witfie CosteCCo 
clang of the c l apper s t r iking the hol low 
meta l . W h e n h e s topped ringing, the 
fading of t h e c h i m e in to t h e still 
even ing air was h i s cue to start speak­
ing. T h e first two words of eve ry m e s ­
sage were de l ivered at the top of his 
voice a n d t h e y n e v e r var ied: "Don't for­
get!" h e be l lowed, and this appea red to 
b e a c o m p l e t e s e n t e n c e . After a few 
seconds of a p a u s e h e c o n t i n u e d wi th 
the a n n o u n c e m e n t in a tone p i tched 
m u c h lower, b u t still audib le at a con­
s iderable d is tance . 

A typical bu l le t in would be : "Don't 
forget, to -mor row night in McGarry 's 
Hall , Bal lyhaunis Draugh t s Club hold 
the i r a n n u a l dance . Music by S tephen 
Garvey a n d admiss ion five shillings." 
H e be l ieved in us ing only as m a n y 
w o r d s as w e r e n e c e s s a r y , a n d h e 
r epea t ed the p rocedure eve ry fifty or 
sixty ya rds unt i l the whole town was 
en l i gh t ened abou t the u p c o m i n g event . 

If g iven a few shil l ings extra, o r if 
h e liked the organisers , the message 
migh t b e del ivered m o r e often on the 
rou te and p e r h a p s a few extra s t eps 
wou ld b e t a k e n b e y o n d t h e t o w n 
per imete r . He se ldom found it neces ­
sary to use no te s as the a n n o u n c e ­
m e n t s were genera l ly shor t and he was 
familiar wi th every local organisat ion, 

activity a n d v e n u e . 
All conve r sa t ion in the p u b s a n d 

shops ceased m o m e n t a r i l y w h e n the 
sound of the bell d r e w close, a n d peo­
ple l i s t ened to see if the message h e l d 
a n y in te res t for t hemse lves . In a case 
of u rgency t h e b e l l m a n gave an invalu­
able service a n d it was often supp l e ­
m e n t a l to adver t i s ing in local n e w s p a ­
pers . 

Mar t in Duignan , w h o was also t h e 
local bill-poster, was well k n o w n to the 
publ ic i ty m a n a g e r s of c i r cuse s a n d 
travell ing shows, all of w h o m availed of 
h i s services . He usual ly re fer red to 
h imse l f as "the pr inc ipal bi l l -poster in 
this town." Nobody could d i spu te h i s 
c la im b e c a u s e h e was the only one . 

Reprinted from 'A Connacht Man's Rambles', 
with kind permission of the Publishers Eamon de 
Burca and the Author 

Mrs. Mary Regan, Tooraree; Madeline 
Duignan-Hourigan, daughter of Chrissie and 
Paddy Duignan. Cherryfield and niece of 
Martin Duignan. 

Citizens' Information Centre 
PAROCHIAL HALL, BAUYHAUNIS s, -Mar, »,.„„,„, 

1997 was a significant and perhaps poignant year in the history of 
the Citizens Information Centre in Ballyhaunis. First of all, it marked 
twenty-one years as an information giving service to the community. 
Secondly, it was decided in October that the centre would close. 

The Citizens Information Centre opened in May 1976 and has pro­
vided a continuous, free and confidential service to the public on a com­
pletely voluntary basis. For the past twenty-one years the volunteers in 
the Centre have given generously of their time and efforts and have dealt 
with countless queries on a wide range of entitlements and benefits. 
They have attended many training courses and seminars to became 
familiar with new schemes and services and to up-date their skills. 

The Centre has survived many changes during this time, not least in 
the personnel who manned it. At the same time a degree of continuity 
has prevailed as a small number of the original volunteers have 
remained with the centre up to the present. Revision ot Social Welfare, 
family and labour law has brought about huge changes in the areas of 

entitlements and benefits, with new schemes coming on-stream and 
existing ones being revised, or sometimes abolished. The directive on 
equality payments, where women were enabled to claim anears of social 
welfare payments going back several years, were very significant. All 
these changes have created a great need for information and the Citizens 
Information Centre sought to fill that need. 

The Centre was well equipped with up-to-date information, files and 
booklets, and frequently relied on the assistance of local expefls who 
were always willing to help out when needed. 

In recent years the Centre experienced some difficulty in recruiting 
new volunteers, and, as "new blood" is the lifeline of any organisation, 
the Centre was unable to continue. The volunteers were presented with 
special certificates by the National Social Service Board to acknowledge 
their dedication and service. There was no "golden handshake" or pen­
sion for life, instead they have a sense of pride and satisfaction of hav­
ing contributed to their community in a unique way. 
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l.Ui R: Paddy Philbin, Tooraree; Mono. PhÌlbin (his wife);Joe Cunnane, Knock; Kathleen Philbin, Tooraree; Pat 

Cunnane, Knock - taken at a Dance in The Shamrock Halt, Leeds, May 1966. 

Parish 
Radio 
by Seamus iMuCrennan 

IT w a s S p r i n g t i m e w h e n o u r Par ish 

Pr ies t Fr. J o s e p h C o o n e y c a m e u p 

w i t h t h e idea of Par i sh Radio. H i s 

t h o u g h t s w e r e for t h e e lde r ly a n d 

h o u s e b o u n d m e m b e r s of o u r Parish, 

a l s o o t h e r p a r i s h i o n e r s w h o a r e 

u n a b l e to a t t e n d w e e k l y Mass a n d 

w i s h to j o i n w i th a n y of t h e h a p p e n ­

ings in o u r Par ish C h u r c h s u c h as 

N o v e n a s or F u n e r a l Services . As o u r 

Par i sh is a n a r ea of hi l ls a n d hol lows, 

it w a s no t a n ea sy task to get the sig­

na l to o u t l y i n g a r ea s of t h e Parish, b u t 

Fr. C o o n e y pe r s i s t ed , e v e n to t h e 

e x t e n t of h a v i n g a n aer ia l fitted on top 

of the C h u r c h tower. We n o w have a 

s ignal to at least 75% of o u r par i sh­

i o n e r s a n d w e a r e st i l l t r y i n g to 

i m p r o v e on s a m e . 

We wou ld be de l i gh t ed to h a v e 

m o r e h o u s e h o l d s wi th rece ivers , the 

cost is ve ry m o d e s t a t £35 for t h e year. 

If a n y h o u s e h o l d w i s h e s to e v e n t ry 

ou t the s y s t e m , we will give t h e m a 

rece iver on a week ' s trial basis . We 

h o p e , by o u r efforts, tha t the s en io r 

c i t i zens of o u r Parish c a n par t ic ipa te 

in all the h a p p e n i n g s of o u r C h u r c h 

from the comfor t of t he i r h o m e s . 

Allied to o u r Parish Radio, we n o w 

h a v e a n e w C h i m e s Sys t em instal led 

in o u r Par ish C h u r c h : it r ep l aces the 

o ld C h u r c h Bell. It h a s v a r i o u s 

different pea l s a n d h y m n s for special 

occas ions . 

EO I N H A R T E w a s i n s c h o o l t h e 

d a y h e f o u n d ou t . H i s t e a c h e r 

h a d g o n e h o m e for l u n c h a n d 

t h e k i d s i n t h e c l a s s r o o m s a w h i m 

r u n u p t h e s c h o o l ' s o ld s t e p s . H e 

c h a r g e d i n t o t h e c lass a n d t h r o u g h 

d e e p b r e a t h s , h e to ld t h e m to g o 

h o m e q u i c k l y b e c a u s e t h e c r o p s 

failed. 

A s E o i n a n d h i s c l a s s m a t e s f i led 

o u t of t h e s choo l , t h e t e a c h e r sa id : 

"God h e l p u s 

Eoin's 
Struggle 

a s by Cian 

all ." A s h e r a n 

t h e s h o r t d i s ­

t a n c e h o m e 

E o i n s a w 

w o m e n c r y i n g , 

m e n s a y i n g : 

" w h y , w h y , 

w h y " a n d o l d e r 

p e o p l e j u s t 

s i t t i n g , s i l e n t 

c o u l d b e . 

W h e n h e got h o m e h i s F a t h e r h a d 

g i v e n u p al l h o p e . H e sa id : "Eoin , 

w e ' r e i n b i g t r oub le . " E o i n a n d h i s 

f a t he r h a d b e e n o n t h e i r o w n s i n c e 

h i s m o t h e r h a d d i e d a few m o n t h s 

ear l ie r . Af te r t h a t t h e s c h o o l c l o s e d 

a n d t h e n e x t few w e e k s w e r e a scav­

e n g e for food. H i s f a t h e r h a d b e e n 

t a l k ing to s o m e of t h e n e i g h b o u r s 

a n d f o u n d o u t a few of t h e m w e r e 

g o i n g to E n g l a n d . 

A f ew w e e k s l a t e r h i s f a t he r h a d 

m a d e a d e c i s i o n . E o i n w a s o n l y th i r ­

t e e n a n d d i d n ' t u n d e r s t a n d w h e n h i s 

f a t he r to ld h i m t h e y w e r e g o i n g to 

h a v e to g o to E n g l a n d . H e sa id : "But 

Dad, t h e c r o p s will b e b a c k n e x t y e a r 

a n d s u r e l y w e c a n last t h a t long" , b u t 

h i s f a t h e r j u s t sa id: "Eoin y o u ' r e t oo 

y o u n g t o u n d e r s t a n d n o w , b u t t h e 

c r o p s wi l l b e g o n e for a l o n g t i m e . " 

T h e n e x t f ew w e e k s w e r e s p e n t 

p r e p a r i n g for t h e i r n e w h o m e w h i c h 

w a s g o i n g to b e B i r m i n g h a m . W h e n 

t h e d a y finally c a m e , E o i n w a s v e r y 

s a d to b e l e a v i n g t h e h o u s e w h e r e h e 

w a s b o r n a n d w h e r e h i s m o t h e r h a d 

d i e d . H e r e l u c t a n t l y sa id g o o d b y e to 

h i s f r i e n d s a n d B a l l y h a u n i s . 

I t w a s a l o n g t r i p to D u b l i n a n d o n 

t h e w a y E o i n s a w m a n y p e o p l e w h o 

l o o k e d v e r y t h i n a n d w e a k . Af te r 

t h e l o n g j o u r n e y E o i n a n d h i s f a t h e r 

b o o k e d i n t o a t a v e r n in D u b l i n n e a r 

t h e p o r t . E o i n a n d h i s f a t h e r a t e 

b r e a k f a s t q u i c k l y a n d b o a r d e d t h e 

s h i p w h i c h w a s c a l l e d " T h e Eagle ." 

T h e j o u r n e y t o o k a b o u t a d a y b u t it 

s e e m e d m u c h l o n g e r to E o i n . T h e y 

a t e n o t h i n g o n t h e s h i p b e c a u s e t h e y 

w a n t e d t o s a v e t h e i r food. 

W h e n t h e y a r r i v e d i n H o l y h e a d a 

g r e a t c r o w d s u r g e d u p to t h e e d g e of 

t h e p i e r to s e e t h e n e w a r r i v a l s . 

E o i n n e a r l y los t h i s f a t h e r a f ew 

t i m e s in t h e c r o w d b u t t h e y m a n ­

a g e d t o ge t t o t h e b a c k o f t h e c r o w d . 

T h e n e x t d a y a f te r s t a y i n g i n a n o t h ­

e r t a v e r n t h e y got a lift o n a c a r t 

w h i c h w a s t o b r i n g t h e m to 

B i r m i n g h a m . Af te r a few h o u r s t h e y 

c a m e o v e r a 

h i l l a n d E o i n 

g o t h i s f i r s t 

g l i m p s e o f 

B i r m i n g h a m . 

H e c o u l d n o w 

s t a r t h i s n e w 

life. 

Cian Higgins 
n ~ im, sum nan's 
Jiiggins Primary School. 

Ballyhaunis. First Prize 
Winner in the Kenny/Haughton Primary 
School Stiort Story Competition. 

Cian Higgins being presented with bis prize 
at the Kenny/Naugbton Story Autumn School 

by Seosamb O'Broin, N.T. 
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A Historical Study of 
Mannin Lake 

In t h e l a t e S u m m e r of 1996 I v is­
i t e d B a l l y h a u n i s w i t h Dr. D . 
S h i m w e l l a n d M. R o b i n s o n . At 

t h e t i m e t h e y w e r e e x c a v a t i n g a s i te 
to t h e s o u t h - e a s t of B a l l y h a u n i s . 

T h r o u g h a c o l l e a g u e I h e a r d 
a b o u t M a n n i n L a k e a n d t h e d i scov­
e r y a f ew y e a r s ago of a l o g boa t , 
u n c o v e r e d w h i l s t loca l f a r m e r s w e r e 
d i g g i n g d r a i n a g e d i t c h e s . T h e b o a t 
h a d b e e n d a t e d to b e c .5000 y e a r s 
o ld . A s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h i s b o a t w e r e 
c r a n n o g s i d e n t i f i e d in t h e l ake , t h e s e 
b e i n g o ld l a k e d w e l l i n g s . M y in t e r ­
e s t i n t h e s e s u r r o u n d e d t h e p o s s i b l e 
h u m a n i n t e r f e r e n c e m a n m a y h a v e 
h a d u p o n t h e l o c a l e n v i r o n m e n t 
o v e r t i m e . To s t u d y t h i s I w a s i n t e r ­
e s t e d i n t h e f r e s h - w a t e r s n a i l s i d e n t i ­
fied i n t h e l a k e s e d i m e n t s : t h e s e 
w e r e c o l l e c t e d f r o m a s i t e v e r y n e a r 
to w h e r e t h e b o a t w a s e x c a v a t e d . 

Fossi l s n a i l s c a n p r o v i d e a good 
i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e p a s t w a t e r 
c o n d i t i o n s . T h e s e c r e a t u r e s a r e v e r y 
s e n s i t i v e to c h a n g i n g e n v i r o n m e n t s , 
a n e x a m p l e of t h i s is s e e n w i t h t h e i r 
u s e a s i n d i c a t o r s to c h a n g i n g w a t e r 
l eve l s . 

O^ohn (2$f. &0tr 
Dept. of Geographical and Environmental 
Sciences, The University of Huddersfield. 

M y s t u d y i d e n t i f i e d t h a t t h e r e h a d 
b e e n a f e w c h a n g e s to M a n n i n Lake 
o v e r t i m e , t h o u g h t t o b e f r o m a r o u n d 
5 0 0 0 y e a r s ago to t h e p r e s e n t d a y . 
T h e s e c h a n g e s s a w t h e w a t e r l e v e l s 
f l u c t u a t i n g w i d e l y a t c e r t a i n t i m e s of 
t h e l a k e ' s h i s t o r y . T h e f l u c t u a t i o n s 
s e e m e d to b e v e r y s h a r p , t h e y m u s t 
h a v e b e e n a n i n d i c a t i o n of a m a j o r 
h u m a n effect . T h e s e f l u c t u a t i o n s , 
h o w e v e r , w e r e n o t a s g r e a t t h o u g h a s 
t h e final f l u c t u a t i o n w h e n t h e s n a i l s 
b e c a m e e x t i n c t a t t h e t i m e w h e n t h e 
l a k e w a s d r a i n e d , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
t h i r t y y e a r s ago . 

T h e s n a i l s p r o v i d e d s o m e infor­
m a t i o n o n t h e h u m a n i n f l u e n c e s 
loca l ly . I n t h e s t u d i e d s e d i m e n t s a 
lo t of c h a r c o a l w a s i den t i f i ed , t h i s 
i n d i c a t i n g s t r o n g l y t h e loca l inf lu­
e n c e of m a n . W i t h t h e s e c h a r c o a l 
p i e c e s , a p i e c e of c h a r r e d b o n e a n d 
c h a r r e d s n a i l s w e r e i den t i f i ed . T h e 

c h a r r e d s n a i l s m a y i n d i c a t e t h e p r e s ­
e n c e of m a n b u r n i n g t h e r e e d s a t t h e 
e d g e of t h e l ake , t h i s m a y h a v e b e e n 
to c l e a r a n a r e a for c o l o n i s a t i o n . 
A l o n g w i t h t h e s e , f l int a r t e f a c t s w e r e 
a l so f o u n d , a g a i n e v i d e n c e of m a n 
loca l ly . 

T h e s t u d y w a s o n e c a r r i e d o u t i n 
a l i m i t e d t i m e p e r i o d , t h u s g rea t e r , 
d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e l a k e 
w a s n o t f o u n d . H o w e v e r , t h e infor­
m a t i o n o b t a i n e d t h r o u g h m y i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n p o i n t s to w i d e s p r e a d h u m a n 
ac t i v i t y in t h e a r e a . T h i s l a k e m a y 
p r o v i d e f u t u r e i m p o r t a n t r e s u l t s 
w i t h m o r e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . T h e r e 
s e e m s t o b e a vas t a m o u n t of infor­
m a t i o n a b o u t t h e e a r l y i n h a b i t a n t s 
of t h e a r e a l o c k e d - u p i n t h e l a k e 
w a i t i n g to b e d i s c o v e r e d . 

I v i s i t e d t h e s i te a g a i n r e c e n t l y in 
t h e A u t u m n of 1997 to o b t a i n m o r e 
s a m p l e s . I a m h o p i n g t h e s e wi l l d a t e 
b a c k to t h e e n d of t h e l a s t Ice-Age, 
a p p r o x . 10-13,000 y e a r s a g o . Aga in , I 
wil l b e s t u d y i n g t h e s n a i l s o f t h e 
l ake , t h i s t i m e h o p i n g to i den t i fy 
s o m e t h i n g of t h e i r i m m i g r a t i o n i n t o 
I r e l a n d . To c a r r y o u t t h i s d e t a i l e d 

s t u d y I wi l l b e 
s a m p l i n g a 
n u m b e r o f 
s i t e s a c r o s s 
I r e l a n d . At t h e 
m o m e n t I a m 
l o o k i n g for for­
m e r l a k e s o r 
f u r l o u g h s t h a t 
a r e d r y for a 
t i m e d u r i n g 
t h e y e a r . I 
w o u l d b e i n t e r ­
e s t e d i n a n y 
l o c a l k n o w l ­
e d g e w i t h 
r e g a r d s to p o s ­
s i b l e s i t e s i n 
C o u n t i e s M a y o , 
G a l w a y a n d 
C la r e . P l e a s e 
c o n t a c t m e 
t h r o u g h G e r r y 
C r i b b i n w i t h 
a n y r e l e v a n t 
i n f o r m a t i o n . 
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A Year in Germany 
At t h e e n d of 1996 I took a sab­

b a t i c a l y e a r f rom UCG. A 
c h a n c e to p l a n for t h e future, 

do s o m e travel a n d l ea rn n e w skills 
t ha t w o u l d b e useful in m y job lectur­
ing in e n g i n e e r i n g at U.C.G. I dec ided 
tha t I w a n t e d to go to G e r m a n y , a 
c o u n t r y f a m o u s for i ts e n g i n e e r i n g 
exce l lence . 

In ea r ly J a n u a r y 1997 m y wife 
T i n a a n d I p a c k e d u p the car a n d head­
ed for G e r m a n y . We h a d se lec ted the 
ci ty of Fre iburg as o u r des t ina t ion , 
w h i c h h a s a w o r l d - r e n o w n e d eng ineer ­
ing r e sea r ch ins t i tu te tha t I i n t e n d e d to 
visit for m o s t of 1997. After a r a the r 
b u m p y ferry cross ing in the w in t e r 
seas a n d a long dr ive half way across 
the c o n t i n e n t we ar r ived in Freiburg, a 
ve ry old G e r m a n city, w i th a popula­
t ion of abou t 200,000, s i tua ted at t h e 
foothills of t h e Black Forest m o u n t a i n s 
in the sou th west c o r n e r of G e r m a n y . 
It is ve ry p i c tu resque , especial ly in 
w i n t e r w i th s n o w cover ing the high, 
red tiled roofs a n d the tall spi re of the 
med ieva l M u n s t e r (ca thedra l ) s i lhouet­
ted aga ins t t h e low, w i n t e r sun . T h a t 
p a r t of G e r m a n y , t h e p r o v i n c e of 
Baden Wur t emburg , h a s s o m e of the 
coun t ry ' s m o s t c h a r m i n g count rys ide . 
It e m b r a c e s not on ly the Black Forest 
b u t also Lake Cons tance a n d the g reen 
val leys of t h e u p p e r Rhine and the 

Danube . It took t ime to set t le into life 
there . 

N e i t h e r T i n a n o r I h a d good 
G e r m a n , hav ing on ly t aken a c rash 
course before we left, b u t we did o u r 
bes t . We found the society ve ry organ­
ised. People s e e m e d m u c h m o r e con­
scious of l aws and regulat ions , or to b e 
m o r e correct , people s e e m e d m u c h 
m o r e consc ious of obey ing laws a n d 
regula t ions t h a n we do at h o m e . We 
were a m a z e d to find peop le s tand ing at 
bo th s ides of a street , e m p t y of cars, 
wai t ing for the pedes t r i an light to go 
green before t h e y would even th ink 
about crossing, and t h e n shou t ing at 
the Ir ish pa i r w h o jus t casual ly s trol led 
across. I h a v e c o m e to be l ieve tha t the 
regula t ions of life in G e r m a n y l eads to 
a good deg ree of in tens i ty a n d ser ious­
ness in the people . Relatively speak­
ing, life in I re land is m u c h m o r e laid 
back. Both the s tandard of l iving a n d 
the cost of l iving are h igh in G e r m a n y . 
Al though the i r average sa lar ies wou ld 
be h ighe r t h a n in Ireland, the h igh pop­
ula t ion dens i ty dr ives h o u s e pr ices ou t 
of the r e a c h of mos t people . A large 
pe rcen tage of the popula t ion will n e v e r 
own the i r o w n house , h a v i n g to s p e n d 
thei r l ives in r e n t e d a p a r t m e n t s , t ha t 
are usual ly qui te small , w i th r e n t s cal­

cu la ted b y the s q u a r e m e t r e of floor 
area! All th is m a d e u s feel good abou t 
life in I re land. 

T h e G e r m a n s a r e formal, in tha t 
s u r n a m e s are u s e d m o s t of the t ime , 
except a m o n g close f r iends. H o w e v e r 
we found tha t o n c e y o u got to k n o w 
t h e m t h e y b e c a m e m o r e jovia l a n d 
casual . Most of t h e peop le I c a m e 
across h a d a posi t ive out look, a n d effi­
c ient "can do" a t t i t ude . I ga ined a lot 
of respec t for t h e G e r m a n s b e c a u s e of 
the i r pa t r io t i sm. For t h e m G e r m a n y is 
the bes t a n d G e r m a n p r o d u c t s a re the 
best . T h i s is e spec i a l l y t rue of the i r 
cars, on ly G e r m a n o n e s to b e s e e n o n 
the roads : M e r c e d e s , BMW, Porsche 
and VW. T h e y take r ea l pr ide in k n o w ­
ing tha t t h e s e b r a n d n a m e s are t h e b e s t 
in t h e world , so m u c h so tha t in the 
Mercedes h o m e c i ty of Stuttgart , t h e 
local a u t h o r i t y ac tua l l y pa id M e r c e d e s 
to p u t u p the M e r c e d e s logo, the t h r e e 
po in t ed star, on top of t h e tower of t h e 
m a i n ra i lway s ta t ion. Actually, w i th all 
th is s e r i o u s n e s s in t h e i r lives, t h e car 
p r e s e n t s the p e o p l e w i t h o n e w a y to 
real ly le t off s t e a m . T h u n d e r i n g a long 
the m o t o r w a y s as fast as the car will go 
wi th n o s p e e d l imit! T h e r e you rea l ly 
see w h a t t h e big G e r m a n cars are bu i l t 
for. Try ing to k e e p u p in m y re la t ive ly 
m o d e s t 1.6 m o t o r d id v e r y little for m y 
se l f -es teem or m y n e r v e s , for t h a t 
mat ter . 

In a d d i t i o n to t h e i r cars , in 
G e r m a n y they love t h e i r sausages , all 
s h a p e s , s izes a n d c o l o u r s a n d , of 
course, t he i r b e e r - e a c h t o w n a n d 
indeed a lmos t e v e r y p u b h a v i n g its 
own local brew. Actua l ly the G e r m a n 
p u b s are n o w u n d e r severe c o m p e t i ­
tion from one of t h e fastest g rowing 
b u s i n e s s e s i n t e rna t i ona l l y , t h e I r i sh 
Pub. T h e r e a re s o m e qu i te good o n e s 
actual ly in G e r m a n y , especia l ly t h e 
ones wi th Irish t rad i t iona l m u s i c i a n s 
playing regular ly , in o n e of w h i c h T i n a 
and I e x p e r i e n c e d o u r o n e severe b o u t 
of h o m e s i c k n e s s . 

West of Freiburg, j u s t across t h e 
French border , is t h e Alsace region, 
which is f amous for i ts whi t e w i n e s . 
T h e capital of t h e Alsace is Strasbourg, 
a city of g rea t a r ch i t ec tu ra l sp lendour , 
m a d e so b y success ive F rench a n d Tina and I on a frozen lake in the Blackforest Mountains, Germany. 

A 



German occupation down through the 
centuries with each ruler trying to out­
do the last in terms of grand buildings. 
There are many wine-making villages 
in that region with small wine makers 
trying to make a reasonable living off 
the land, similar to farmers in the west 
of Ireland. We were determined to 
bring home some of this Alsatian wine 
and we located a wine making family 
in one of the small villages. The fami­
ly could only speak French or German 
and our command of both languages 
left something to be desired (hopefully 
my French teachers in the Community 
school aren't reading this!). Anyway, 
after much huffing and puffing and 
various forms of sign language, culmi­
nating in us producing a handful of 
French Francs, which of course spoke 
much louder than words, we were 
invited into the sitting room to taste 
the produce. The honour of pouring 
the wine for the guests was reserved 
for the aged grandmother of the house­
hold. We bought a few boxes of excel­
lent white wine at modest cost, which 
we managed to get back to Ireland 
unbroken at the end of our stay. 

Leisure time for us involved much 
walking in the Black Forest mountains, 
along the well signposted and main­
tained mountain trails. We found this 
invigorating with spectacular scenery 
and fresh air. In the winter months the 
ski slopes are full. The mountain lakes 
freeze over and provide huge open-air 
ice skating rinks. It was amazing to see 
crowds of people walking out on these 
frozen lakes. For the last month of our 
stay we visited the famous Aachen 
University of Technology in north West 
Germany. The city of Aachen is locat­
ed at the meeting point of the three 
countries Germany, Belgium and The 
Netherlands. A stone monument 
marks the spot and if you stand on it 
you are in three countries at the same 
time. The Netherlands is known as 
one of the Low Countries and this 
indeed is true because right beside this 
monument, on the Dutch side is anoth­
er stone monument with the inscrip­
tion "This is the highest point in the 
Netherlands"! I guess it's all down hill 
from there. 

Being based at almost the centre of 
Western Europe we took the opportu­
nity to do as much travelling as possi­
ble. While on visits to other universi­
ties and research institutes we took the 

time to look around. We travelled to all 
corners of Germany including 
Stuttgart, Munich, Frankfurt, 
Hamburg, Dresden and Berlin. Berlin 
I found fascinating. Side by side, sepa­
rated by no-mans-land are two totally 
different cities. East Berlin, containing 
all the old grand architecture of the his­
torical capital, run down, with the 
buildings pitch black, covered in 50 
years of industrial pollution, and West 
Berlin, big brash, rich, you could be 
walking down Fifth Avenue. Of course 
the two are now being merged, the 
World's biggest construction site they 
are now calling it, famous for what it is 
going to look like. I made sure I got my 
chip off the remains of the Berlin wall 
before we left. Most of the Nazi build­
ings are now destroyed. We tried to 
find Hitler's last hideout, but the locals 
were not co-operative, understandable 
as I suppose, that part of German his­
tory they prefer to put behind them. 

We travelled outside Germany also. 
In Freiburg, we were only a twenty 
minute drive from France and a forty 
minute drive from Switzerland. We 
travelled to Switzerland to go to the cin­
ema, there they showed films in their 
original English. In Germany and 
France they were dubbed. We drove to 
Italy, partly across the Swiss Alps and 
partly through the many mountain 
tunnels (most notably the ten mile 
long Gotthard tunnel), and visited 
Milan and Venice. In Milan we stayed 
with my good friend James Waldron 
who continues to thrive in the hectic 

life at the high end of the international 
fashion industry, working as right hand 
man for Giorgio Armani. We travelled 
into the Czech Republic and visited 
some of the small towns. I didn't 
chance bringing the car across the bor­
der as it was like crossing into the last 
century. The well cared for German 
highways deteriorated into backroads 
that the most remote parts of rural 
Ireland would be ashamed of. Food 
was amazingly cheap, a full meal for 
four of us for under £7 total. Battered 
Yugos and Ladas abounded. A lot of 
money has been poured in to mod­
ernise the capital city, Prague, in 
recent years, but the rest of the coun­
try has a long way to go. In Austria we 
joined some friends for a skiing trip in 
the Alps. Tina seemed to be a natural. 
I tried my hand but only succeeded in 
moving backwards, ah well, the 
scenery was brilliant! We visited 
Vienna, a spectacular city of grand 
buildings and Mozart music. In central 
Europe people cross borders like we 
cross county borders in Ireland. This 
kind of country hopping was a strange 
experience for islanders like us. 

My overall impressions of life in 
central Europe were that it is rich and 
fulfilling but both of us knew for cer­
tain, at the end of the year, that we 
wanted to come home. The high pop­
ulation, the pace and regulated nature 
of things all made life too intense for 
me. We are indeed fortunate in 
Ireland, life is good here. 

Vocational School 1974 Past Pupils Reunion. 
Back Row, I to r: Sean Tighe, Paddy Kelly, Seamus Mulrennan, 

Eddie Thornton (School Principal), Mick O'Connell, Micky Joe Lyons, Joe Hosty. 
Front: Helen Hopkins, Peggy Curran, Mary Waldron. 
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Ballyhaunis Golf Club 
1997 

6y Ina <Freyne, 0. 

Ba l l y h a u n i s Golf Club h a d 
y e t a n o t h e r en joyab le a n d 
b u s y yea r , t h a n k s to 

C a p t a i n s , t h e P re s iden t , officers 
& v a r i o u s c o m m i t t e e s . 

Golf C l u b Officers for 1997 a r e : 
President: 

Alo Redd ing ton ; 
Vice President: 

J o h n Di l lon-Leetch; 
Captain: 

J o h n Forde; 
Vice Captain: 

Alec Ea ton; 
H o n . Secretary: 

Tom McNicho las ; 
Men's Secretary: 

J o h n Clea ry ; 
H o n . Treasurer: 

J o h n Col l ins ; 
Compet i t ion Secretary: 

Ivan Free ley ; 
Handicap Secretary: 

Michae l M a h o n e y ; 
Lady Captain: 

M a u r a Pa t t e r son ; 
Vice Captain: 

Kay Buckley; 
H o n . Secretary: 

Siobhan Her r ; 
H o n . Treasurer : 

S u s a n Laffey; 
Compet i t ion Secretary: 

Kath l een Don lon ; 
Handicap Secretary: 

M a r y F r a n c e s Cleary ; 
Registrar: 

S u s a n Laffey; 
P.R.O.: 

Ina F r e y n e . 
Trustees: 

J o h n Dil lon, 
Tadgh Buckley , 
Alo Redd ing ton , 
J o h n M o o n e y 
a n d H e l e n Clea ry . 

Brother and Sister, Tom & Barbara Dillon, Winners of the Gents a? Ladies 
Sections of John Forde's Captains' Prize, played in August. Glynn Photography 

T h e l a d i e s h a d a 
v e r y success fu l y e a r 
in golf. F iona P r e n t y 
w a s o u r " C o n n a u g h t 
J u n i o r C h a m p i o n " 
a n d w a s a l so "Lady 
Golfer of t h e Year" a t 
t h e c lub . R u n n e r - u p 
w a s Kay F a n n i n g . O u r 
l a d i e s " I n t e r m e d i a t e 
Team" w a s a lso victo­
r i o u s i n t h i s y e a r ' s 
" W e s t e r n Dis t r ic t " 
even t . A n n F r e e l e y 
w a s t h e w i n n e r of 
M a u r a P a t t e r s o n ' s 
"Lady Cap t a in ' s Prize" 
w h i l e A n n C u r l e y 
w o n t h e "Beg inne r s" 
p r i ze for t h e s a m e 
c o m p e t i t i o n . 

It w a s a go lden sea­
s o n for Barbara Dil lon 
w h o a m o n g o t h e r 
t h i n g s w a s t he w i n n e r 
of t h e Lad ies sec t ion 
in b o t h t h e P re s iden t ' s 
a n d C a p t a i n ' s Pr izes . 
B a r b a r a a l so h a d a 

Fiona Prenty, Connacht Junior 
Championship Winner Glynn Photography 
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"Hole in o n e " t h i s s e a s o n w h i l e 
o u t p l a y i n g in a c o m p e t i t i o n wi th 
h e r A u n t Nor r i e Di l lon. For h e r 
a c h i e v e m e n t s , s h e w a s a lso t he 
r e c i p i e n t of t h e " I r i sh 
I n d e p e n d e n t / B u l m e r s Golfer of 
t h e m o n t h " a w a r d for Augus t . 

D u r i n g t h e s u m m e r , i n t he 
m e n ' s s ec t i on T o m Di l lon w o n 
t h e M e n ' s Cap t a in ' s Prize, w h i l e 
h i s c o u s i n M i c h a e l Di l lon w o n 
Alo R e d d i n g t o n ' s P r e s i d e n t ' s 
P r i ze . A l a n D e l a n e y a n d 
E a m o n n F r e y n e w e r e t h e w in ­
n e r s of t h e " C a s s i d y C u p . " 
E a m o n n also h a d a "Hole in o n e " 
d u r i n g t h e year . T h e r u n n e r s - u p 
for t h e Cass idy C u p c o m p e t i t i o n 
w e r e J o h n M o o n e y a n d S e a n 
Paul T ighe . 

Howeve r , J o h n h a d b e t t e r luck 
in t h i s y e a r ' s D i l l o n M i x e d 
C o m p e t i t i o n , w h i c h is s p o n s o r e d 
a n n u a l l y b y t h e Di l lon Fami ly , 
a n d is o n e of t h e m a j o r m a t c h -
p l a y c o m p e t i t i o n s in t h e c lub ' s 
c a l e n d a r . J o h n M o o n e y w a s 

j o i n e d b y M a u r a B u r k e i n w in ­
n i n g th i s y e a r ' s t i t le . R u n n e r s - u p 
w e r e F i o n a P r e n t y a n d A l e c 
E a t o n . 

Las t Apr i l , t h e c l u b b e g a n 
e v e n i n g s for m e n a n d w o m e n 
i n t e r e s t e d in t a k i n g u p t h e g a m e . 
T h e s e l a t e r d e v e l o p e d in to t h e 
T u e s d a y e v e n i n g " S c r a m b l e 
C o m p e t i t i o n s " w h e r e " ama teu r " 
a n d "profess ional" c o m p e t e d s ide 
b y s ide . We h o p e all t h e n e w 
faces will b e b a c k w i t h u s a s 
m e m b e r s nex t s e a s o n . 

F i f t y - t h r e e go l f e r s h a d a n 
e n j o y a b l e w e e k o v e r s e a s i n 
Por tuga l a t H a l l o w e ' e n . M a n y 
t h a n k s a n d c red i t is d u e to Tom 
P r e n t y in o r g a n i s i n g a w o n d e r f u l 
b r e a k . 

T h e y e a r is n o w d r a w i n g to a 
c lose a n d e v e r y good w i s h to t h e 
i n c o m i n g cap t a in s , Alec Eaton 
a n d Kay Buckley , a n d P r e s i d e n t 
J o h n Di l lon-Lee tch a n d t h e i r fel­
l o w officers. Kevin Eagney 

and Gerry McGarry. 

V 
# 

V y 

Ballyhaunis Golf Club: Winners, Subs, and Selectors of the Intermediate Team event in the Western District. 
(Back rmv I to r): Selectors: Mary Lyons, Susan l^affey, C-ait Dillon. Subs: Barbara Dillon, .Mary F. Cleary, Helen Cleary 

(Executive Member), Moira Patterson (Ixidy Captain). Rita Hannon and Kay Buckley. 
(Seated - Winning Team) Kay Fanning, Fiona Prenty, Ann Freeley, Laurena Freeley and Kay Curley. Glynn Photography 



"aaazine '97 

That River That Flows 
By My Door 

Dear river, I love you and each wild flower above you 
I know that your day's never over 
On your banks we go strolling while you must keep rolling 
That river that flows by my door 

As a boy I would saunter to that school house down yonder 
Where we plucked and we chained the wild flowers 
That your clear water nourished, on your green banks they flourished 
On that river that flows by my door 

At night when I'm lonely I have but you only 
I hear every quiver and moan 
I hear the birds nestle and the curlews shrill whistle 
From that river that flows by my door 

You go by the woodland, the moorland and meadow 
You service the mill and the forge 
You're the fisherman's glory for e'er they'll adore you 
That river that flows by my door 

° M i c h a e l G o d f r e y AN IRISH FAIR DAY 
H o w h a p p y w e w o u l d b e o n t h e e v e n i n g b e f o r e 
W h e n o u r s t r i c k s w e w o u l d r e a d y a n d l e a v e b y t h e d o o r 
T h e n t h e a l a r m w a s se t for t h e first l igh t of d a y 
W h e n w e w o u l d h u r r y a l o n g to a n I r i sh fair d a y 

'T i s s o o n w e ' d b e t h e r e i n o u r j o y a n d p r i d e 
W i t h t h e s l a p p i n g of h a n d s a n d t h e w a y t h e y w o u l d d i v i d e 
T h e n a b a r g a i n w a s m a d e , to t h e p u b w e ' r e a w a y 
T h a t ' s h o w it w a s d o n e a t a n I r i sh fair d a y 

T h e r e t h e t r a d e r s o r j a c k c h e a p s , a s t h e n w e r e ca l l ed 
W o u l d b e b u s y d i s p l a y i n g t h e c l o t h e s o n t h e i r s ta l l s 
If y o u s tood for to l i s t e n y o u m i g h t b e a s k e d to fit o n 
'T i s m a n y w e r e d r e s s e d t h e r e in d a y s t h a t a r e g o n e 

N o w t h e s t r e e t s i n g e r ' s vo ice in t h e d i s t a n c e you ' l l h e a r 
As h e s a n g at e a c h d o o r ' t is s o o n h e ' d b e n e a r 
W h a t a t r e a s u r e t h e y h a v e left u s w i t h o u t c r e d i t o r p a y 
J u s t a c o i n i n t h e i r c a p at s o m e I r i sh fair d a y 

T h e g y p s i e s g a y w a g o n s I 've n o t s e e n for a n a g e 
W i t h t h a t b e a u t i f u l p i e b a l d a n d gold finch i n i t s c age 
W i t h t h e g r e y h o u n d s b e n e a t h t h a t from t h e m w o u l d s t r a y 
T h a t ' s a s c e n e I wil l c h e r i s h f rom a n I r i sh fair d a y . 

T h e n t h e f r i ends a n d r e l a t i o n s h o w g r a n d it w a s to s e e 
W i t h t h e s h a k i n g o f h a n d s a n d t h e g r e a t g r a w o 'gro igh 
T h e n s o m e m a t c h w o u l d b e m a d e t h e d o w r y t h e y w o u l d p a y 
T h a t w a s a c u s t o m t h a t w e n t w i t h a n I r i sh fair d a y 

N o w t h e fair d a y s a r e o v e r a n d t h o s e c u s t o m s a r e g o n e 
T h e y s a y it 's p r o g r e s s a n d t h a t w e m u s t m o v e o n 
P e r h a p s t h e y a r e r igh t b u t w h a t of t h e cos t 
To t h e y o u t h of t o m o r r o w it 's a h e r i t a g e los t . 

c M i c h a e l G o d f r e y 

7he 
Reasons 
When the brown leaves of Autumn 

are falling 
And the swallows are far, far away 
With the sun in the West gently sinking 
At the close of a cool autumn day 

Then we'll soon have short days of winter. 
When the darkness its presence will lend. 
But thank God we have something to 

cheer us. 
For Christmas is just round the bend 

The old year will soon be departing 
When the bells a new one will ring 
Then we'll look to the flowers and the 

green fields 
And the blessings that come with 

the Spring 

Then each day we'll see getting longer 
With Easter now fast on its way 
When we'll renew the vows of our childhood 
When the church bells will call us to pray. 

How pleasant the bright days of Summer 
When the birds and the bees hum and sing 
With the lark soaring high in the heavens 
And the swallows are all back again. 

Each season has got its own beauty 
Twos the great Lord that gave us them all 
Each one got its own brand of charm 
Be it Winter, Spring, Summer or Fall 

© Michael Godfrey 
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St. Joseph's Primary 
School 

6y Marie Camp6eCC 

1 9 9 6 w a s a b u s y y e a r for t h e 
s ta f f a n d p u p i l s o f St. J o s e p h ' s 
P r i m a r y Schoo l , C o n v e n t of M e r c y 
i n B a l l y h a u n i s . T h e c h i l d r e n w e r e 
i n v o l v e d i n a v a r i e t y of a c t i v i t i e s 
i n c l u d i n g p a i n t i n g c o m p e t i t i o n s , 
q u i z z e s , g a m e s , s w i m m i n g , m u s i c , 
s p e e c h a n d d r a m a . S e n i o r I n f a n t 
p u p i l s M a u r a Kelly, G a v i n O ' C o n n o r 
a n d Kev in M o r a n w e r e p r i z e w i n n e r s 
in t h e ' S u g r a d h ' C o l o u r i n g c o m p e t i ­
t i o n a n d a b i g c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s to 
t h e m o n t h e i r s u c c e s s . K e v i n 
N e s t o r w o n t h e C a d b u r y ' s C o l o u r i n g 
C o m p e t i t i o n a n d r e c e i v e d a l o v e l y 
h a m p e r of g o o d i e s for h i s p r i z e . 
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s , Kev in ! 

Sixth c l a s s s t u d e n t s K a r e n Lilly, 
L a u r a M u r p h y a n d C a r o l i n e N o o n e 
qua l i f i ed to c o m p l e t e a t Wor ld I r i sh 
D a n c i n g C h a m p i o n s h i p s a n d 
C a r o l i n e a c h i e v e d 6 th p l a c e in t h e 
w o r l d . For S p e e c h a n d D r a m a 
S t e p h a n i e Casso l g a i n e d first c lass 
h o n o u r s a t p r i m a r y l e v e l . L a u r a 
F r e y n e , A i s l i n g F i n a n a n d S a r a h 
Kel ly g a i n e d first c l a s s h o n o u r s a t 
G r a d e 3 a n d J a n e O ' C o n n o r g a i n e d 
first c l a s s h o n o u r s a t G r a d e 2. Well 
d o n e , gir ls! Still in t h i s a r e a of 
S p e e c h a n d D r a m a E l a i n e C r e g g 
c a m e th i rd in t h e All I r e l a n d S p e e c h 
a n d D r a m a c o m p e t i t i o n . A c r e d i t to 
y o u , E l a ine . 

O n t h e g a m e s field t h e p u p i l s 
d i d t h e s c h o o l p r o u d a n d a c h i e v e d a 
t r e m e n d o u s s t a n d a r d in a n u m b e r of 
e v e n t s . T h e U-12 S o c c e r t e a m w e n t 
to t h e C o m m u n i t y G a m e s h e l d in 
C a s t l e b a r a n d w e r e o n l y b e a t e n in a 
p e n a l t y s h o o t - o u t b y Boho la . T h e 
g i r l s a l so r e a c h e d t h e M a y o final in 
t h e M i n i S e v e n s a n d p l a y e d a fine 
g a m e . Eil is N e v i n c a m e s e c o n d in 
t h e 8 0 m r a c e a t t h e C o m m u n i t y 
G a m e s i n M o s n e y in S e p t e m b e r 
1996 a n d s h e c a m e th i rd in t h e 100m 
t h i s y e a r w h e n t h e c o m p e t i t i o n w a s 
h e l d in C l a r e m o r r i s . 

T h e 4 th , 5 th , 6 t h c l a s s s choo l 
c h o i r s a n g i n t h e P a r i s h C h u r c h o n 
t h e S u n d a y b e f o r e C h r i s t m a s a n d 
t h i s w a s b r o a d c a s t o n t h e loca l r ad io 

Members of St Joseph's N.S. Teaching Staff on the occasion of 
Mrs. Leonard's Retirement. 

Front row L to R: Mrs. Connie Cosgrove, Sr. Teresa Fahy, (former Principal), Mrs. 
Teresa Leonard, Ms. Marie Campbell (Principal), Mrs. Sally Fahy (Vice-
Principal). Back row LtoR: Sr. Treasa, Mrs. Caitlin Jennings, Sr. Geraldine, 
Mrs. Ita Delaney, Mrs. Marie Byrne. 

s t a t i o n . It w a s a w o n d e r f u l per for ­
m a n c e a n d a g o o d t i m e w a s h a d b y 
al l . 

T h e P i o n e e r To ta l A b s t i n e n c e 
A s s o c i a t i o n o r g a n i s e d a w h o l e h o s t 
of c o m p e t i t i o n s a n d ac t i v i t i e s a n d 
t h e p u p i l s of St. J o s e p h ' s t o o k p a r t in 
a l a r g e n u m b e r of t h e m . F r a n c e s 
B r o g a n w o n t h e C o n n a u g h t P.T.A. 
c o l o u r i n g c o m p e t i t i o n a n d r e c e i v e d 
a l o v e l y p r i ze . Fifth c l a s s o r g a n i s e d 
a p l a y w h i c h t h e y p e r f o r m e d i n 
K i l t i m a g h for t h e P.T.A. D r a m a c o m ­
p e t i t i o n s a n d t h e y got t h r o u g h to t h e 
s emi - f i na l s . A t r e m e n d o u s a c h i e v e ­
m e n t for s u c h e n t h u s i a s t i c d r a m a 
s t u d e n t s . T h e 'Reado i r i ' w a s a b i g 
c o m p e t i t i o n a l s o h o s t e d b y t h e P.T.A. 
a n d B e r n a d e t t e M c N a m a r a c a m e 
s e c o n d i n t h i s c o m p e t i t i o n a t r e g i o n ­
al l eve l . Well d o n e , B e r n a d e t t e . T h e 
s c h o o l ' s d r a m a g r o u p m a d e u p o f 
C a t h e r i n e N e s t o r , S i n e a d 
M u l r e n n a n , S a r a h B u c k l e y , E l a ine 
C r e g g , M á i r e O ' D w y e r , Ro i s in 
F l a n a g a n , S i n d y Ward a m d Ei l i s 
N e v i n got t h r o u g h to t h e C o n n a u g h t 
F i n a l s in t h e 'Reado i r i ' d r a m a s e c ­
t i o n a n d t h e y g a v e a n e x c e l l e n t pe r ­
f o r m a n c e o n t h e d a y . S a r a h Kelly, 
F r a n c e s Brogan , N ico la N o l a n a n d 
Nial l R i c h a r d s o n w o n t h e loca l P.T.A. 

q u i z h e l d i n t h e P a r o c h i a l Hal l . 

T h e n u m b e r o f s w i m m i n g 
a w a r d s t h i s y e a r w a s o u t s t a n d i n g . 
Ru th D i l l on -Lee t ch , M a r i e O ' D w y e r , 
A i l e e n B u r k e , S a r a h Kel ly , E d e l 
K i l cou r se , J a n e O ' C o n n o r , A i s l i n g 
F i n a n a n d Nico la N o l a n all a c h i e v e d 
t h e i r Safe ty I a w a r d . J o a n n e H o b a n , 
Vene t i a P o w e r s a n d K a r e n H i g g i n s 
a c h i e v e d t h e i r Safety II a n d r e s u s c i ­
t a t i on a w a r d s . S w i m 5 w a s a w a r d e d 
to Sa rah Kelly, Ede l Ki lcourse , J a n e 
O ' C o n n o r , S a m a n t h a Gi ldea , N ico la 
N o l a n a n d M a r y F r e e l e y . L a u r a 
F r e y n e a n d L o r r a i n e F i t z m o r r i s 
w e r e a w a r d e d w i t h t h e S w i m III 
A w a r d so wel l d o n e to all o u r s w i m ­
m e r s . 

T h e p u p i l s o f fifth a n d s ix th c l a s s 
w e r e a l so c o n f i r m e d a n d o u r p h o t o 
is e v i d e n c e of t h e g r e a t d a y t h a t w a s 
h a d b y all . A big t h a n k y o u to t h e 
t e a c h e r s a n d p a r e n t s for all t h e i r 
h e l p a n d s u p p o r t w h i c h m a d e t h i s 
d a y t h e s u c c e s s it w a s . C o l g a t e 
t o o t h p a s t e o r g a n i s e d a c o m p e t i t i o n 
e n t i t l e d " D e s i g n a Robo t" a n d 
C a t h e r i n e Nestor , Eilis N e v i n , S i n e a d 
M u l r e n n a n a n d M a r i e O ' D w y e r go t 
t o g e t h e r a n d m a d e a r o b o t f r o m 
t o o t h p a s t e c a r t o n s . T h e y r e c e i v e d a 
m e r i t in t h i s All I r e l a n d c o m p e t i t i o n . 
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T w o g r o u p s of p u p i l s e n t e r e d t h e 

St. Pa t r i ck ' s D a y c o m p e t i t i o n h e l d i n 
K i l t i m a g h to s e e w h i c h s c h o o l g r o u p 
w o u l d b e a l l o w e d t o t r ave l i n t h e 
p a r a d e o n a float. G r o u p 1 i n c u l d e d 
S a r a h B u c k l e y , S i n e a d M u l r e n n a n , 
E i l i s N e v i n , M á i r e O ' D w y e r , 
C a t h e r i n e N e s t o r a n d M a r t i n a 
C u n n a n e . G r o u p 2 m a d e it t h r o u g h 
to t h e finals a n d w a s m a d e u p o f 
J a n e O ' C o n n o r , M a r y F r e e l e y , 
J a n e t t e M a g u i r e , L a u r a F r e y n e , 
E m m a H e r r , S i n d y Ward , Ka t i e 
O ' C o n n o r , R o i s i n F l a n a g a n , R u t h 
D i l l o n - L e e t c h a n d L e a n n e M u r p h y . 
A s i n c e r e we l l d o n e t o e v e r y o n e w h o 
t o o k t h e t i m e a n d m a d e t h e effort to 
g e t i n v o l v e d in t h i s c o m p e t i t i o n . 

T h e s c h o o l is d e l i g h t e d to w e l ­
c o m e J a p a n e s e s t u d e n t Yuki to t h e 
s c h o o l for t h e y e a r a n d a l t h o u g h s h e 
is finding it c o l d e r t h a n in J a p a n 
Yuki is s e t t l i n g in w e l l . 

M r s . T e r e s a L e o n a r d r e t i r e d f o r m 
St. J o s e p h ' s P r i m a r y s c h o o l a n d a 
s p e c i a l M a s s a n d l u n c h w a s o r g a n ­
i sed b y t h e s c h o o l to c o m m e m o r a t e 
t h i s v e r y s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n . 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o o u r J u n i o r 
I n f a n t s t e a c h e r Mrs . Ca ro l H o r k a n 
o n t h e b i r t h of h e r s o n E o i n a n d a l so 
t o M r s . D e l a n e y t h e R e s o u r c e 
T e a c h e r w h o a l so h a d a b a b y b o y . 
Mrs . D e l a n e y h a s m o v e d a n d n o w 
h a s a t e a c h i n g p o s t in Ba l l in robe . 

Bartra 
Reaching in to shore 
Broken waves leave their mark 
Snail-like on the sand 
Out again they roll 
To where they were conceived 
Recreating more 
We are born 
We live 
We die 
Our stamp 
On all 
We touch. 

Micheal Smyth 

6th Class Confirmation 1997. Front row L to R ; Mrs. Cosgrove, Karen Lilly, Claire Gallagher, Caroline 
Noone, Joanna Kirrane, Elizabeth Gallagher, I del Moroney, Ms. Marie Campbell. Back row L to RJ 
Fr. James O'Grady, CC, Lorraine Biesty, Bernadette McNamara, Frances Grogan, Anne-Marie McGowan, 
Archbishop Michael Neary, Cathriona Quinn, Lisa Carney, Laura Murphy, Fr. Joseph Cooney, PP. 

5th Class Confirmation 1997. Front row L to R; Siobhan McNamara, Janette McGuire, Edel Kilcourse, 
Emma Herr, Mary Freeley, Sarah Kelly, Siobhan Quinn. Middle row: Fr. O'Grady, CC, Ciara McDonagh, 
Sarah O'Connor, Samantha Gildeajane O'Connor, Aisling Finan, Fr. Cooney, PP. Back row: Nicola Nolan, 
Laura Freyne, Carta Allen, Archbishop Michael Neary, Lorraine Fitzmauriee, Annie McDonagh. 

Readóiri Winners: Back row l.toR: Marie Campbell, Principal, Catherine Nestor, Bernadette McNamara, 
Rovn, nanagan and S,nead Mulrennan. Front row L to R: Elaine Cregg, Sarah Buckley, Cindy Warde, 
Maura ODwyer and Eilish Nevin. 



Bill Mulligan - A Memory 
Th e c i g a r e t t e w a s a l w a y s t h e r e , 

t h e e t e r n a l fag, d o w n to t h e 
l a s t c o u p l e o f i n c h e s a n d 

f i r m l y fixed to t h e u p p e r l i p . A n d it 
s t a y e d t h e r e e v e n a s h e t a l k e d , firm­
ly fixed, w i t h h i s e y e s n a r r o w e d , 
s q u i n t i n g a g a i n s t t h e s m o k e . T h a t 
w a s j u s t p a r t of t h e t r i ck . H e h e l d o n 
to t h e c i g a r e t t e w i t h t h e u p p e r l ip 
a n d m e a n w h i l e h e c u r l e d t h e l o w e r 
l ip a n d b l e w u p w a r d s to r e m o v e t h e 
a s h w h i c h s c a t t e r e d i n all d i r e c t i o n s , 
a t n o t i m e h a v i n g to r e m o v e t h e 
h a n d s d e e p i n t h e t r o u s e r s p o c k e t s . 
A n d a s h e c a r r i e d o u t t h i s per for ­
m a n c e , h e c o u l d still t a lk to y o u ; tell 
y o u t h a t h e w a s t w e n t y s e v e n y e a r s 
t e a c h i n g a n d n e v e r m e t s u c h a 
c r o w d of d u n d e r h e a d s ; a s k y o u t h e 
g e s t a t i o n p e r i o d of a c o w ( t h a t s h o o k 
m e w h e n I w a s t e n y e a r s o ld ) , o r 
e x p l a i n t h e i n t r i c a c i e s of t h e s e c o n d 
M a r y a n d Kate s u m . T h e n , p e r h a p s , 
h a v i n g d i s p o s e d of t h e c iga re t t e , h e 
w o u l d l e a v e h i s p l a c e a t t h e fire, if 
t h e r e w a s a fire, w a l k s l o w l y w i t h h i s 
e r r a t i c ga i t a r o u n d t h e p e r i m e t e r of 
t h e c l a s s r o o m , h a n d s sti l l d e e p in 
p o c k e t s , s i n g i n g i n h i s l i g h t t e n o r 
v o i c e "I d r e a m of J e a n n i e w i t h t h e 
l i gh t b r o w n hair ." 

T h i s is t h e p i c t u r e m y m i n d con ­
j u r e s u p w h e n I t h i n k o f Bill 
M u l l i g a n w h o w a s P r i n c i p a l o f 
B a l l y h a u n i s Boys N a t i o n a l Schoo l 
a n d t a u g h t m e t h e r e from 1942 to 
1945 . I h a d e n c o u n t e r e d h i m ear l ier , 
h o w e v e r , four o r five y e a r s ear l ier , 
o n t h e o c c a s i o n of a Feis o r A e r i o c h t 
in t h e g r o u n d s o f t h e M e r c y 
C o n v e n t . I w a s w a n d e r i n g i n t h e 
r e s t r i c t e d a r e a r e s e r v e d for s i nge r s , 
p e r f o r m e r s a n d v i s i t i ng d i g n i t a r i e s 
b e h i n d t h e r a i l i n g s a n d h e a d i n g 
t o w a r d s t h e s t a g e w h e n I m e t a g rey , 
s l igh t ly -bu i l t m a n w h o m I h a d n e v e r 
s e e n b e f o r e . H e s p o k e to m e , f i rmly 
t u r n e d m e a r o u n d a n d , in t h e n i c e s t 
w a y poss ib l e , r e m o v e d m e f rom t h e 
r e s e r v e d a r e a . H e d i d n ' t f r igh ten 
m e . H e w a s v e r y p l e a s a n t . But I 
k n e w h e w a s a b o s s . S o m e b o d y w h o 
w i t n e s s e d t h e c o n f r o n t a t i o n told m e 
t h e m a n w a s Bill, a n d t h a t h e w a s 
t h e M a s t e r in w h a t w e c a l l e d t h e 
M a s t e r ' s S c h o o l . 

At t h a t t i m e b o y s in B a l l y h a u n i s 

u p to Fi rs t C o m m u n i o n a t t e n d e d t h e 
C o n v e n t . T h a t w a s o n e r e a s o n w h y 
I h a d n o t s e e n Bill M u l l i g a n b e f o r e . 
A n o t h e r w a s t h a t h e d id n o t l ive i n 
B a l l y h a u n i s b u t i n C o o l n a f a r n a 
w h e r e h e h a d c o m e to t e a c h m a n y 
y e a r s e a r l i e r b e f o r e c o m i n g a s 
P r i n c i p a l to t h e l a r g e r s c h o o l i n 
B a l l y h a u n i s i n 1932. Ear l ier , p r o b a ­
b l y in t h e l a t e 1920's , Bill h a d t a u g h t 
i n Bal lagh, Co. R o s c o m m o n . 

W i l l i a m J o s e p h M u l l i g a n , to g ive 
h i m h i s full n a m e w a s b o r n a t 
F a i r y m o u n t , K i l r o o s k e y , C o . 
R o s c o m m o n , b e t w e e n S t r o k e s t o w n 
a n d Longford in t h e Sl ieve B a w n 
a r e a . N o w a n d a g a i n w e p i c k e d u p 
d e t a i l s of h i s b a c k g r o u n d from c o m ­
m e n t s h e m a d e in c l a s s . I g a t h e r e d 
t h a t h i s p a r e n t s h a d o r i g i n a l l y b e e n 
well-off, b u t h i s m o t h e r ( b o r n A n n 
F a h e y ) w a s w i d o w e d w h e n Bill w a s 
y o u n g , h i s f a the r b e i n g k i l l ed b y a 
s ta l l ion h e w a s b r i n g i n g h o m e from a 
fair. T h i s c h a n g e d Bill's life. It w a s 
o n e r e a s o n h e t u r n e d to t e a c h i n g , 
w h e r e h e c o u l d qua l i fy a t a n e a r l i e r 
age , f rom w h a t h e a s p i r e d to , i .e. ve t ­
e r i n a r y , a l o n g a n d e x p e n s i v e 
c o u r s e . But n o d o u b t h i s i n t e r e s t 
a l w a y s l a y in t h e w o r l d of l ives tock , 

Mary Norton (alias Monica Carr) RIP, 
well-known columnist with the Farming 

Independent and Bill Mulligan RIP, 
in July 1979. 

a n d w e s a w th is , a l t h o u g h it n e v e r 
d i m i n i s h e d h i s d e d i c a t i o n a s a 
t e a c h e r . T h e r e w a s a lo t a b o u t h i s 
b a c k g r o u n d a n d h i s t o r y t h a t w e 
n e v e r k n e w . W h a t h a p p e n e d t o t h a t 
l eg t h a t left it stiff? - a n a c c i d e n t of 
r u r a l l i fe? a l e g a c y of t h e War of 
I n d e p e n d e n c e ? We n e v e r k n e w . 

We w e r e a w a r e , h o w e v e r , t h a t h e 
h a d b e e n i n v o l v e d in ' T h e Troubles . ' 
In fact, h e h a d go t c a u g h t u p i n 
N a t i o n a l i s t po l i t i cs in h i s o w n loca l i ­
t y a s a y o u n g m a n a n d h a d a m a j o r 
ro le a s I n t e l l i g e n c e Off icer w i t h E. 
C o m p a n y (Kilgeffin) T h i r d Ba t t a l ion 
S o u t h R o s c o m m o n Br igade , I.R.A. 
from 1919 to 1921. Af te r t h e t r u c e , 
h e t o o k t h e t r e a t y s ide a n d j o i n e d 
t h e a r m y of t h e n e w Sta te . H e 
s e r v e d i n C a s t l e b a r a s H e a d 
I n t e l l i g e n c e Officer of t h e S e c o n d 
W e s t e r n Div i s ion u n d e r h i s p r e - t r u c e 
R o s c o m m o n c o m r a d e , C o m m a n d a n t 
G e n e r a l F r a n k S i m o n s , r e p o r t i n g to 
D a v i d N e l i g a n , w h o h a d b e e n 
Co l l i n s ' s p y in D u b l i n Cas t l e . H e 
w a s o n a c t i v e s e r v i c e w i t h t h e For ty 
F o u r t h I n f a n t r y B a t t a l i o n i n 
W e s t p o r t . 

H i s c l a s s e s in s c h o o l s h o w e d h i s 
n a t i o n a l i s t l e a n i n g s a n d , l a t e r o n , h e 
b e c a m e P r e s i d e n t of F i n e Gae l in 
B a l l y h a u n i s . But I o n l y o n c e h e a r d 
h i m i n d i c a t e in a n y w a y h i s s t a n c e 
o n p a r t y pol i t ics . T h a t w a s d u r i n g 
t h e 1945 P r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n s w h e n 
G e n e r a l S e a n M a c E o i n , a n e i g h b o u r 
a n d c o m r a d e f rom 1921, w a s a c a n ­
d i d a t e . S o m e n o c t u r n a l c a m p a i g n ­
e r s h a d b e e n at w o r k d e c o r a t i n g t h e 
F r i a r y wal l b e t w e e n t h e m a i n g a t e s 
a n d w h e r e t h e Scou t ' s D e n is n o w 
w i t h s l o g a n s u r g i n g p e o p l e to v o t e 
for M a c E o i n . In n o u n c e r t a i n t e r m s 
Bill to ld u s in s c h o o l t h a t d e f a c i n g 
w a l l s in s u c h a m a n n e r w a s w r o n g 
a n d h e c o n d e m n e d it a n d t h e p e r p e ­
t r a to r s ; "But" h e a d d e d " w h e n it 
c o m e s to m y n u m b e r o n e v o t e in t h e 
e l e c t i o n , S e á n M a c E o i n wil l ge t it." 
H e a v o i d e d p a r t y po l i t i c s in s c h o o l , 
a n d h e n e v e r s p o k e of h i s p a r t in t h e 
1920-22 p e r i o d . 

W h e n I t h i n k b a c k o n m y s c h o o l ­
d a y s w i t h Bill, I h a v e t o r e m e m b e r 
t h e c o n t e x t of t h e t i m e s . T h e i dea of 
a n o c c a s i o n a l c i g a r e t t e in a c lass -
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r o o m t o d a y w o u l d b e a n e n o r m i t y . 
At t h a t t i m e , w h e n t h e n o n - s m o k i n g 
a d u l t w a s t h e o d d - m a n - o u t , a n d ciga­
r e t t e s w e r e diff icul t to c o m e b y , t o 
h a v e a c i g a r e t t e a t all w a s a t r i u m p h . 
H i s i n n a t e g o o d n a t u r e c a m e o u t too 
i n c o l d w e a t h e r : if t h e r e w a s a fire h e 
s a w to it t h a t e v e r y b o d y , e s p e c i a l l y 
p o o r e r b o y s , g o t a s h a r e o f it . 
R e m e m b e r , b o y s w a l k e d to s c h o o l 
f r o m B u s h i s l a n d , H o l y w e l l , G u r t e e n , 
I s l and , A n n a g h a n d C l a g n a g h . 

H i s s c h o o l c u r r i c u l u m w a s t h e 
n o r m for t h e t i m e : I r i sh , Eng l i sh 
a n d A r i t h m e t i c , w i t h a b i t of A lgeb ra 
i n 7 t h c l a s s . C a t e c h i s m a n d ca t e ­
c h i s m n o t e s f e a t u r e d l a rge ly e s p e ­
c ia l ly w h e n t h e p e r i o d i c v i s i t s of t h e 
f o r m i d a b l e s c h o o l M a n a g e r , 
C h a n c e l l o r G e o f f r e y P r e n d e r g a s t , 
w e r e d u e , a n d t h e n it w a s r ea l l y Bill 
h i m s e l f t h a t w a s o n t r i a l . We d id 
s o m e G e o g r a p h y a n d H i s t o r y . T h e 
w a r y e a r s , w h e n m a p s of t h e b a t t l e 
z o n e s a b o u n d e d , w a s a n i dea l s e t t i n g 
for t e a c h i n g a n d l e a r n i n g g e o g r a p h y . 
I r o n i c a l l y t h e g e o g r a p h y of E n g l a n d 
n e v e r f e a t u r e d . 

H i s t o r y w a s a d r y v o l u m e : " T h e 
S h o r t S to ry of t h e I r i sh Race" b y 
S e a m u s M a c M a n u s ; p a r t o n e - B r i a n 
Boru , Red H u g h ' s e s c a p e a n d t h e Big 
Ba t t l e s w a s exc i t ing ; p a r t t w o - all 
po l i t i c s : G r a t t a n , O ' C o n n e l l a n d so 
o n , a l t h o u g h D a v i t t a n d t h e L a n d 
War w a s l oca l a n d i n t e r e s t i n g . Still 
t h e h i s t o r y c l a s s e s left l i t t le i m p r e s ­
s i o n . M a y b e Bill h a d a fee l ing t h a t 
t oo m u c h h i s t o r y c o u l d b r i n g its o w n 
p r o b l e m s . 

W h a t I r eca l l m o s t is Bill's a t t e n ­
t i o n to t h e b a s i c s . R e a d i n g a n d h a n d ­
w r i t i n g h e s t r e s s e d , w i t h o u t g r e a t 
e m p h a s i s o n fo rma l g r a m m a r . We 
h a d p o e t r y : W o r d s w o r t h ' s " T h e 
Reape r " - "Beho ld her , s ing le in t h e 
field, y o n s o l i t a r y h i g h l a n d lass . " 
P e a r s e ' s " T h e Fool" , a n d " T h e 
Mothe r " , "Lord, T h o u a r t h a r d o n 
M o t h e r s . " Bill la id g rea t s t r e s s o n t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e of m o t h e r s . I n r e a d i n g 
h e a i m e d h i g h . T h e s e n i o r c l a s s e s 
r e a d "A T a l e o f T w o C i t i e s " b y 
D i c k e n s : "It is a far, far b e t t e r t h i n g 
t h a t I d o now." 

In a r i t h m e t i c I will no t t r y to 
e x p l a i n t h e c o w s u m s , o r t h e M a r y 
a n d Kate s u m s . S o m e b o d y n e a r y o u 
s h o u l d b e ab l e to d o t ha t . Suffice it 
to s a y t h a t t h e y w e r e Bill 's w a y of 
g e t t i n g , for e x a m p l e , p e r c e n t a g e 
profi t o r l o s s a c r o s s to p u p i l s i n a 
w a y t h e y m i g h t u n d e r s t a n d . 

We h a d s o n g s too : " J i m m y M o 
M h í l e Stór", a n d " T h e Foggy Dew." 
Bill w a s a good s i n g e r a n d , w h e n h e 
h a d a b o y t h a t c o u l d s ing, s a y Billy 
O 'Shea , T o m G a v i n o r Bill B r e n n a n , 
h e e n c o u r a g e d h i m . 

Bu t it w a s o u t s i d e of t h e f o r m a l 
c u r r i c u l u m t h a t I l e a r n e d m o s t from 
Bill. H e l o v e d n a t u r e a n d p o i n t e d u s 
t o w a r d s t r e e s a n d b u d s a n d wi ld l i fe . 
O n e o f o u r b o o k s w a s "A R u r a l 
R e a d e r for I r i sh Schools" , - a g e m of 
a b o o k . If a n y b o d y h a s it n o w it 
c o u l d b e a co l l ec to r ' s i t e m . Bill h a d 
t r a v e l l e d a n d r ead , a n d c o u l d ta lk of 
R o m e a n d o t h e r p l a c e s . H e h a d s e e n 
t h i n g s h a p p e n . H e w a s i n t h e 
P h o e n i x P a r k w h e n M c C o r m a c k 
s a n g a t t h e E u c h a r i s t i c C o n g r e s s . 
But a b o v e al l h e d e l i g h t e d i n 
r e c o u n t i n g h o w h i s f r i e n d M a j o r 
D w y e r o n " L i m e r i c k Lace" e n s u r e d 
t h a t I r e l a n d w o n t h e A g a K h a n 
T r o p h y for t h e first t i m e . T h i s w a s 
to ld r o u n d b y r o u n d , faul t b y fault , 
p o i n t b y po in t , u n t i l t h e c l i m a c t i c 
c l ea r r o u n d t h a t m a d e h i s t o r y . Bill 
k e p t b e e s a n d l o v e d e x p l a i n i n g t h e 
craft . H e w a s t a l k ing i n t h e 1940s 
a b o u t s i lage a n d c o m p o s t . H e n e v e r 
l a id m u c h e m p h a s i s o n footbal l o r 
s h o w e d g r e a t i n t e r e s t i n it, b u t h e 
p r e a c h e d p h y s i c a l fitness, g o o d pos ­
t u r e a n d h a d a g r e a t i n t e r e s t i n a t h ­
le t ics . H e w a s a f o u n d e r of t h e Boy 
Scou t s in B a l l y h a u n i s a n d w a s t h e 
first S c o u t m a s t e r . 

O u t s i d e of s c h o o l a n d h i s fami ly , 
h i s m a i n i n t e r e s t , h i s a b s o r b i n g 
i n t e r e s t w a s t h e b r e e d i n g a n d s h o w ­
i n g of S h o r t h o r n ca t t l e , l b d o t h i s 
w i t h s u c c e s s w e s t of t h e S h a n n o n a t 
t h a t t i m e w a s a n a c h i e v e m e n t . 
C a r r i c k - o n - S h a n n o n S h o w e a c h 
S p r i n g w a s h i s b ig o c c a s i o n a n d s u c ­
c e s s t h e r e m e a n t a lo t to h i m a n d 
i n d e e d t o u s . If n a m e s l i k e 
" T h u n d e r e r " a n d "Son o f T h u n d e r e r " 
d id wel l , a n d t h e y i n v a r i a b l y did, life 
in s c h o o l w a s v e r y h a p p y for a w h i l e . 
Bill l a t e r r e c e i v e d r e c o g n i t i o n a t 
n a t i o n a l l e v e l for h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n to 
t h e b r e e d i n g of S h o r t h o r n s . 

H i s life in s choo l w a s n o t a n e a s y 
o n e . It w a s w a r t i m e . F u e l w a s 
s c a r c e a n d s c h o o l h e a t i n g w a s poor . 
H e c y c l e d to s choo l , d a y in d a y ou t , 
in all k i n d s of w e a t h e r a n d I d o n o t 
t h i n k h e m i s s e d m a n y d a y s . H e 
t a u g h t for s o m e y e a r s n e x t d o o r to a n 
u n s y m p a t h e t i c I n s p e c t o r w h o h a d 
t w o s o n s i n t h e s choo l . H e los t h i s 
first wife w h e n h i s f ami ly w a s v e r y 

y o u n g . T h a t m u s t h a v e b e e n a 
s e v e r e b low , h a p p i l y c o m p e n s a t e d 
for i n h i s h a p p y s e c o n d m a r r i a g e 
a n d t h i r d s o n . 

M a n y of h i s p u p i l s c a m e from a 
d e p r i v e d b a c k g r o u n d a n d m o s t w e r e 
d e s t i n e d for t h e e m i g r a n t s h i p . Bill, 
w h o h a d t a k e n p a r t in t h e W a r of 
I n d e p e n d e n c e , c o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n 
h a p p y w i t h w h a t h e s a w a r o u n d h i m 
- e m i g r a t i o n , s u b s i s t e n c e f a r m i n g , 
l a ck of e m p l o y m e n t . H e m u s t h a v e 
felt it d e e p l y t h a t t h e b e s t b r a i n s in 
h i s s c h o o l , a n d I s a t w i t h s o m e of 
t h e m , h a d n o c h a n c e of f u r t h e r e d u ­
c a t i o n o r a life in I r e l a n d . At l e a s t h e 
d id h i s b e s t to g ive t h e m t h e b a s i c s of 
e d u c a t i o n , to s e e t h a t t h e y c o u l d 
r e a d a n d w r i t e a n d w e r e n u m e r a t e . 

Bill M u l l i g a n t a u g h t in 
B a l l y h a u n i s for t w e n t y y e a r s o r so 
af te r I left t h e s c h o o l . I still m e t h i m 
a l t h o u g h , a s y e a r s p a s s e d , I s a w h i m 
s e l d o m e n o u g h . Still , w e n e v e r los t 
t o u c h a n d I m e t h i m i n h i s l a t e r 
y e a r s a n d w a s a m a z e d at h i s s h a r p ­
n e s s . H i s s i gh t w a s fai l ing b u t h e 
to ld m e g l e e f u l l y t h a t v e r y l i t t l e 
e s c a p e d h i m . I d i d n ' t h a v e to b e 
to ld . W h e n h e d i e d i n S e p t e m b e r 
1990 h e w a s i n h i s n i n e t i e s . 

At h i s f u n e r a l h e w a s r e m e m ­
b e r e d b y h i s p u p i l s a n d h i s n e i g h ­
b o u r s a n d h i s f r i e n d s . H e w a s h o n ­
o u r e d too b y t h e s o n s of h i s f o r m e r 
c o m r a d e s f r o m t h e S o u t h 
R o s c o m m o n B r i g a d e . T h e a t t e n ­
d a n c e i n c l u d e d E a m o n S i m o n s , s o n 
o f C o m m a n d a n t G e n e r a l F r a n k 
S i m o n s , a n d t h e o r a t i o n w a s g i v e n 
b y E a m o n Duffy w h o s e f a t h e r L u k e 
Duffy w a s B r i g a d e C o m m a n d a n t 
a n d , a t w h o s e f u n e r a l a l m o s t t w e n t y 
y e a r s ea r l i e r , Bill h i m s e l f h a d g i v e n 
t h e o r a t i o n . 

I w a s n o t t h e r e a n d I c a n n o t 
r eca l l w h y . Bu t I k n o w I s h o u l d h a v e 
b e e n . I o w e d h i m m o r e t h a n I c o u l d 
e v e r r e p a y . So d i d a lo t of p e o p l e . 

So for m y s e l f a n d for all o f u s , 
Bill, w h o go t so m u c h from y o u a n d 
g a v e so l i t t l e b a c k , I a m n o w s a y i n g 
m e e k l y b u t w i t h r e s p e c t a n d affec­
t ion , w e h o p e y o u a r e w i t h E o i n i n n a 
n - É a n " In s a n T i r i n a m b í o n n sé i n a 
s h a m h r a d h I g c ó n a í . " T h a n k s Bill. 

(I would like to record the help I got 
with the above from Eamon Duffy of 
Enms and my brother Ado Kenny of 
Strokestown. Eamon's father, Ado's 
father-in-law, Brigade Commandent 
Luke Duffy soldiered with Bill) 



Hopkins' Shop... 
...y%e £nd of an <£tv* 

TQ M and Noreen Hopkins' 
was a veritable institu­
t ion In the town of 

Bal lyhaunis and , w h e n they 
decided to call it a day earlier 
this year, few needed remind­
ing that a part of the old town 
was slipping quietly into the 
pages of history. 

Hopkins ' shop was on 'our 
way ' into town. It was home to 
shopper, talker, raconteur, sto­
ryteller, friends and strangers; 
only that no one felt m u c h of a 
stranger after spending a few 
minutes inside the door of this 
shop. 

Nowadays we have these big 
shops and corporate take-overs 
and all the choice in the world. 
A n d yet we are missing some­
thing that these superchalns 
can never aspire to - that sense 
of communi ty and belonging 
and being part of what we are. 

T o m and Noreen epitomised 
the spirit of the family run 
shop. T h e y opened their 
premises on the 14th October 
1950. It was an exciting time 
and a great time to be from 
Mayo. T h e county pride was 
burst ing at its seams as Mayo 
had won the All Ireland Final a 
few weeks earlier, a feat they 
were to repeat the following 
year. 

T o m Hopkins had jus t mar­
ried Noreen Waldron from a few 
doors up the street. Noreen 
certainly hadn't far to travel. 
T h e Hopkins name had first 
become associated with 
Ba l lyhaun is as far back as 
1913 w h e n T o m m y ' s father, 
Danie l , came in f rom 
Laraganboy to set up his own 
shop in Upper Main Street, and 
a good job he made of it too. 
Th i s venture continued until 
the War Years when the shop 
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closed down. 
F r o m 1950 onwards , 

Hopkins ' Shop quickly estab­
lished a reputation for personal 
service and attention to cus­
tomers. A n d they were always 
willing to try out new products. 
T h e y were the first to sell bri­
quettes in Bal lyhaunis and the 
first to stock 'oven- ready ' 
chickens, a big thing back in 
those years. 

Hopkins' shop was also one 
of the very first in the town to 
sell bottled milk. At that time 
most people had their own milk 
supplies and some said there 
would never be a great demand 
for this product! T o m recalls 
that Dennis Mooney from up 
around Glenamaddy was the 
milk agent at the time. "There 
were eight or nine shops in the 
Upper Main Street part of the 
town back in those years. It 
was like another small town in 
itself. All the shops were doing 
nicely and we all had our own 
customers", recalls T o m m y . 

MORE THAN A SHOP 
But down th rough the 

years, Hopkins' shop was more 
than just a shop. It was a place 
where friends dropped by for a 
chat, where y o u got stuck ln 
conversation with other cus­
tomers, and where no one took 
a bit of notice of whether y o u 
wanted to buy something or 
not. 

F rom early morning to late 
at night, T o m and Noreen 
heard the people of the district 
discuss the news of the day, 
the price of cattle and sheep, 
the t r iumphs and tragedies, 
the good news and bad news, 
the sporting exploits and politi­

cal upheavals, in fact the 
whole m e r r y - g o - r o u n d of 
h u m a n life. 

Local m a n , Seamus 
Mulrennan, regrets the clos­
ing of this grand old shop: 
"We got so used to calling to 
T o m m y and Noreen over the 

years that y o u would almost 
expect the car to slow down 
and pull in as y o u came down 
the hill. It was where we met 
friends and neighbours, where 
we chatted on the way to and 
from work. It was just a spe­
cial place for so many people." 
A n d special it was is right. 
People heading on the morning 
train to Dub l in wou ld often 
take a newspaper or two from 
the bundle lying outside the 
unopened shop. No notice was 
taken because Noreen and T o m 
knew full well that their "cus­
tomer" wou ld be back in to pay 
for the paper that evening or 
somet ime dur ing the week. 
The re was that sense of 
absolute trust between the lot 
of them. 

You know it seems like a 
mill ion miles removed from the 
crime wave of big cities and 
towns and perhaps it was, for 
here in this corner of East 
Mayo, T o m and Noreen culti­
vated and nur tured a business 
that was homely in the 
extreme. T h e y knew their peo­
ple and their people knew 
them. 

T h e y worked long and hard 
from 1950 to 1997. Forty-
seven years of opening seven 
days a week, from 8.30 a.m. to 
as late as 11.30 p.m. at night 
on many occasions, often aver­
aging ninety hours a week. 
T h e y had a family of six daugh­
ters and they too had to bear a 
heavy cross when their lovely 
daughter Rita died at a young 
age. 

Noreen recalls the m a n y 
pupils from the school w h o 
would drop into their shop over 
the years: "Back in the sixties, 
girls from around Gorthaganny 
and other areas would often 



acraztne 97 

arrive in Bal lyhaunis soaked 
wet on their w a y to the 
Techn ica l School . Many of 
them wou ld leave their scarves 
and other clothing to dry out 
and we wou ld have it ready for 
them in the evening. Many of 
them never forgot those small 
things." 

A n d so it is that what 
appear to be 'small things' are 
often those that are remem­
bered most fondly in the hearts 
of young people in later years. 
Not a S u m m e r went by that 
m a n y of those 'young' boys and 
girls, who left the country for 
lands beyond the waves, did 
not re turn and call around to 
say Hello to T o m and Noreen 
and share many happy memo­
ries of simpler times and hap­
pier times when the world was 
a lot more carefree and easy, 
when people still clung with 
sincerity to the f irm belief in 
right and wrong. For them, 
Hopkins ' shop was a link with 
the old town they knew, a kind 
of almost permanent institu­
t ion b ind ing them to their 
younger days and happy mem­
ories. 

"There was a great decency 
in the people in those years", 
says T o m , "They lived within 
their means as far as possible. 
Sometimes they might avail of 
a bit of credit but they always 
paid it back. There was a great 
sense of duty and honor and 
trustworthiness about them. 
They always appreciated what 
one tried to do for them in 
times of need." 

Today , T o m and Noreen can 
relax and look back at almost 
half a century of faithfully serv­
ing the people of Ballyhaunis 
and district and the many peo­
ple who passed through the 
town on their way to Knock or 
other places. People who liked 
to do a bit of shopping, collect 
the few "messages", buy the 
papers and have a chat. "We 
always appreciated the custom 
of the people. The people were 
very good to us. It was our 

pleasure to serve the 
public and we made 
m a n y great fr iends 
during the years", say 
T o m and Noreen. "The 
business was still 
going well but it came 
to the situation that 
we were not able to 
manage it m u c h 
longer. The hands of 
time kept moving on. " 

T h e curtains now 
drape the w indows 
and there's a lone-
someness about the 
street. T o m and 
Noreen have called it a 
day. T h e y deserve 
their rest too for theirs 
has been a huge con­
tribution to the town 
of Bal lyhaunis and to 
a way of life that had 
far more heart and 
soul than m u c h of 
what passes as 
progress today. 

T o m and Noreen, 
enjoy you r retirement! 

Grand-children of Tom & Noreen Hopkins, 
Sinead Neilan & Ruth-Ann Cawley, busking at 

Ballina on Heritage Day, 1989 
(see photograph on cover) 

Photo taken about 
1944. 

L to R: Tony Boyle 
(Gallagher's); 
Maureen Carvey 
(Forde's); Bemie 
Cunnane (Tooreen); 
Teresa Folliard 
(Forde's) and 
Michael Feeney 
(Gallagher's). 
Bernie and Teresa 

subsequently 
married and have 
a family. 

The Star Cinema under construction in 1945, opened July of same year with a film entitled 
"Leave Her to Heaven". Photo courtesy Tony Boyle 
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Ballyhaunis Foróige Club 
In t h e p a s t y e a r B a l l y h a u n i s 

Fo ro ige C l u b h a s b e e n a h i v e of 
a c t i v i t y . T h e Club , w h i c h m e e t s 

e v e r y F r i d a y n i g h t f rom S e p t e m b e r 
to J u n e , h a s h a d r e n e w e d i n t e r e s t 
w i t h m a n y n e w m e m b e r s . 

E a c h y e a r a n e w C o m m i t t e e is 
e l e c t e d a n d m e m b e r s of l a s t y e a r s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y h a r d - w o r k i n g c o m m i t t e e 
w e r e : 

C h a i r p e r s o n : M i c h e l l e C o n l o n ; 

S e c r e t a r y : B r i d a n n H a l p i n ; 

T r e a s u r e r s : L o r r a n i e M o r o n e y , 
S t e p h e n C a r n e y ; 

P.R.O. : M a r i a Rochford . 

T h e C l u b h o l d s i ts w e e k l y m e e t ­
i n g s i n t h e P a r o c h i a l Ha l l from 8-
9 p . m . e a c h F r i d a y . O u r C l u b m e m ­
b e r s w e r e k e p t b u s y all y e a r w i t h 
o r g a n i s i n g o r t a k i n g p a r t i n v a r i o u s 
a c t i v i t i e s s u c h a s : a c a k e a n d j u m b l e 
sa le , go -ka r t i ng , b o w l i n g , h o r s e - r i d -

SyAiieen gaCiagtier(PRO 

ing , s w i m m i n g , t a l e n t s h o w s a n d n o t 
f o r g e t t i n g o u r a n n u a l K i d d i e s 
C h r i s t m a s P a r t y w h i c h w a s , a s 
a l w a y s , a c o m p l e t e s u c c e s s . O u r 
t h a n k s a g a i n to t h e C r e d i t U n i o n for 
t h e i r h e l p a n d s u p p o r t w i t h t h a t . 

O t h e r a c t i v i t i e s w e o r g a n i s e d 
w e r e a s p o n s o r e d w a k e - a t h o n , a 
n u m b e r of t e e n a g e d i scos , a c h u r c h 
g a t e c o l l e c t i o n a n d a q u i z for all 
o t h e r l oca l Fo ro ige C l u b s to t a k e p a r t 
in . But p r o b a b l y t h e m o s t w o r t h ­
w h i l e t h i n g w e d id d u r i n g t h e y e a r 
w a s to s p o n s o r a ch i ld , l i v i n g i n a vil­
l age n e a r ' C h e r n o b y l ' , to vis i t I r e l a n d 
for a few w e e k s d u r i n g t h e s u m m e r . 

l b finish o u r C l u b y e a r o n a h i g h 
n o t e w e all d e c i d e d to go o n a m e m ­
o r a b l e o v e r n i g h t t r i p to a n i s l a n d i n 
C l e w Bay. T h i s t r ip , I ' m s u r e , sha l l 
n o t b e f o r g o t t e n b y a n y o f u s for a 

l o n g t i m e a s n o t q u i t e e v e r y t h i n g 
w e n t a c c o r d i n g to p l a n ( i t ' s a l o n g 
s to ry! ) 

O f c o u r s e w e m u s t d e f i n i t e l y 
t h a n k al l o u r a d u l t s l e a d e r s for all 
t h e h e l p a n d g u i d a n c e w e r e c e i v e d 
from t h e m i n t h e p a s t yea r . B e c a u s e , 
w i t h o u t Fr. O ' G r a d y , M i c h a e l 
M u r p h y a n d J o h n H a l p i n , w e w o u l d 
n o t h a v e b e e n ab l e to t a k e p a r t in , o r 
o r g a n i s e m o s t of t h e t h i n g s t h a t w e 
d id . A n d a l r e a d y t h e C l u b ' s 1997- '98 
s e a s o n is u n d e r w a y w i t h a n e w l y 
e l e c t e d c o m m i t t e e : 

C h a i r p e r s o n : 

S e c r e t a r y : 

T r e a s u r e r s : 

P.R.O. : 

S t e p h e n C a r n e y ; 

O r l a M u l r e n n a n ; 

S h a u n a Walsh , 
N a t h a n M u r p h y ; 

A i l e e n Ga l l agher . 

\ 

Pakastani and Syrian Children attending St. Mary's N.S. 1996 / '97 
Front row L to R: Syra /dress, Rya Charbatji. 2nd row: Tahir Idress, Farhan Afzal, Shahzad /arid, Omar Charbatji, Alcdin 
Charbatji, Adam fumail, Housam Kezze. 3rd row: Nadeem Charbatji, Mohammed Charbatji, Fawaz Asilia, Rizwan Afzal, 

Arslan Afzal, Khaleeq Nazir, Zaheer favid, Ammar Ahmad. Missing: Hazem Kceze. 
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Bantracht Na Tuaithe -
I.C.A. 

UN D E R t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f 
o u r P r e s i d e n t M r s . 
A n g e l a W a l d r o n t h e 

B a l l y h a u n i s G u i l d h a d a v e r y s u c ­
c e s s f u l a n d e n j o y a b l e y e a r . O u r 
T r e a s u r e r M r s . M a u r a 
F i t z m a u r i c e k e p t o u r f i n a n c e s i n 
o r d e r w i t h C o n f e c t i o n e r y a n d 
C r a f t S a l e s fo r w h i c h m e m b e r s 
w o r k e d h a r d t o m a k e d e l e c t a b l e 
a n d u n i q u e i t e m s . M r s . A n n 
B u r k e e x c e l l e d w i t h a g l o r i o u s 
d i s p l a y o f p l a n t s a n d s h r u b s . 

D u r i n g t h i s t e r m , m e m b e r s 
a t t e n d e d t h e C o m m u n i t y 
D e v e l o p m e n t P r o g r a m m e w h i c h 

by Veronica freyne 

Veronica Freyne at 
Aras an Uachtarán with President 

Mary Robinson. 

c o u l d b e v e r y b e n e f i c i a l t o 
w o m e n a n d t h e i r f a m i l i e s e n g a g ­
i n g i n b u s i n e s s v e n t u r e s a n d 
r e q u i r i n g a d v i c e , f i n a n c i a l b a c k ­
i n g , g r a n t s a n d p l a n n i n g . W e a r e 
n o w v e r y a w a r e o f t h e c h a n g i n g 
d e m o g r a p h i c t r e n d s i n o u r 
C o u n t r y a n d i n t h e l o n g t e r m fo r 
t h e I . C . A . 

O u r G u i l d a t t e n d e d a l l 
F e d e r a t i o n m e e t i n g s i n t h e 
C o u n t y , w i n n i n g c o m p e t i t i o n s 
a n d p r i z e s fo r b r i g h t i d e a s a n d 
c r a f t w o r k . W e h a d m a n y p l e a s u r ­
a b l e o u t i n g s , o u r m a i n t r i p b e i n g 
a t o u r o f A c h i l l I s l a n d f r o m w h i c h 
w e a l l r e t u r n e d r e f r e s h e d a n d 
t r a n q u i l . 

O u r a c t i v i t i e s a r e i n d e e d w i d e 
a n d v a r i e d . M r s . V e r o n i c a 
F r e y n e c o m p l e t e d t h e D u b l i n 
W o m e n ' s M i n i M a r a t h o n f o r a 
c h a r i t a b l e c a u s e . W e a l s o a t t e n d ­
e d a S u m m e r S c h o o l i n M u l r a n n y 
w h i c h i s t r u l y t h e " R i v i e r a o f t h e 
W e s t " , o u t s t a n d i n g w i t h t h e b e a u ­
t i f u l B a y a n d s u r r o u n d i n g 
s c e n e r y . W e e n j o y e d f a b r i c 
p a i n t i n g a n d e m b r o i d e r y . A n 
e n j o y a b l e t i m e w a s h a d a t t h e 
B a l l i n a C r a f t W o r k s h o p , w h e r e 
m e m b e r s w e r e i n t r o d u c e d t o 
D e c o u p a g e , C e l t i c e m b r o i d e r y , 
F l o w e r A r r a n g i n g &- C r o c h e t . 

M e m b e r s a t t e n d e d c o u r s e s i n 
F l o r i s t r y , I r i s h T r a d i t i o n a l 
C r o c h e t a n d Q u i l t i n g i n o u r w o n ­
d e r f u l A d u l t E d u c a t i o n C o l l e g e , 
"An G r i a n a n " , i n C o . L o u t h , b y 
t h e s e a . H a v i n g s u c h a v a r i e d 
a g e n d a w e a r e h a p p y t o r e p o r t a n 
i n c r e a s e i n m e m b e r s h i p . W e 
r e a l i s e t h a t w e k e e p o n w o r k i n g 
fo r t h e b e n e f i t o f o u r C o m m u n i t y 
a n d o u r c h o s e n c h a r i t y " T h e 
H o s p i c e M o v e m e n t . " 

W e w i s h t o t h a n k a l l o u r v a l ­
u e d F r i e n d s , S u p p o r t e r s a n d 
S p o n s o r s a n d w e i n v i t e o t h e r 
l a d i e s t o j o i n u s a t o u r m e e t i n g s 
o n t h e s e c o n d T h u r s d a y o f e a c h 
m o n t h a t 8 p . m . i n t h e P a r o c h i a l 
H a l l . W e e x t e n d g o o d w i s h e s fo r 
a j o y f u l a n d h e a l t h y 1 9 9 8 t o y o u 
a l l w i t h o u r g r a t i t u d e fo r s u c h 
s u p p o r t . 

P r e s i d e n t : 
M r s . A n g e l a W a l d r o n ; 

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t : 
M r s . M a r y D o n n e l l y ; 

H o n S e c r e t a r y : 
M r s . V e r o n i c a F r e y n e ; 

T r e a s u r e r : 
Mrs . M a u r a F i t z m a u r i c e ; 

P . R . O . : 

Mrs . C a t h e r i n e C a r n e y ; 
H o n . M e m b e r : 

M r s . M a r i a C r i b b i n . 

F I A N N A I FAIL 
THE R E P U B I I C A N P A R T Y 

Sy Margaret Owens, 
<P.<^0. 

THE Ba l lyhaun i s 
F i a n n a Fail 
C o m h a i r l e 

Ceantai r had a very busy 
year. Many of our m e m ­
b e r s a t t e n d e d the Árd 
Fheis in April which had 
special significance as it 
was the first Árd Fheis 
u n d e r o u r new l e a d e r 
Bertie Ahern T.D., now 
o u r Taoiseach . J o h n 
O 'Dwyer was selected as 
Cons t i tuency Delegate at 
the Ard Fheis. 

I n d e e d J o h n had a 
very b u s y s u m m e r as h e 
was Director of Elections 

for the General Election 
campaign , which was a 
daun t ing task as the New 
C o n s t i t u e n c y e n c o m ­
passed the whole county . 
Every m e m b e r of t h e 
Comhai r le Ceantai r pu t 
in a big effort dur ing the 
e lec t ion campa ign bu t , 
regrettably, our T.D. of 
twen ty years , P.J. Morley, 
lost his seat . This was a 
big d i sappo in tmen t to his 
suppor te rs . 

In N o v e m b e r t h e 
Min i s te r for 
Env i ronmen t and Local 
G o v e r n m e n t , Noel 

D e m p s e y T.D. m a d e a 
presenta t ion to P.J. at a 
func t ion in Knock in 
recogni t ion of all h e had 
done for the area over 
the yea r s and wished h i m 
well in his r e t i r emen t . 

T h e highlight of the 
y e a r was t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t c a n d i d a t e , 
Mary McAleese's visit to 
Bal lyhaunis a n d Knock 
d u r i n g the Pres ident ia l 
e lec t ion , a n d tha t t h e 
coun ty p layed a major 
par t in e lect ing h e r as the 
e igh th P re s iden t of 
Ireland. 



Knock International Airport 

Chernobyl Children arriving at Knock International Airport. 

E a s t M e e t s W e s t 
Russians Invade 

Knock 
On T h u r s d a y 19 th J u n e a 

R u s s i a n p l a n e c a r r y i n g 
s i x t y c h i l d r e n f rom 

M i n s k l a n d e d a t K n o c k Airpor t . 
Fi f ty c h i l d r e n t r a v e l l e d to 
D o n e g a l a n d t e n s p e n t t h e 
m o n t h w i t h h o s t fami l ies in a n d 
a r o u n d t h e B a l l y h a u n i s a r e a . 
T h e c h i l d r e n w e r e a g e d b e t w e e n 
e i g h t a n d t h i r t e e n y e a r s a n d 
s t a y e d for t w o w e e k s , e a c h wi th 
t w o d i f fe ren t famil ies . 

T h e c h i l d r e n w e r e b r o u g h t 
t h r o u g h Mr. E r n a n M e e h a n , 
D o n e g a l A. B.C. (Aid for 
Be l a ru s s i an C h i l d r e n ) . 

A m o n t h ' s h o l i d a y in a c l ean 
e n v i r o n m e n t c a n p r o l o n g a 
ch i ld ' s life b y o n e year . Due to 
t h e e x p l o s i o n of t h e n u c l e a r reac­
tor in C h e r n o b y l , w h i c h s p e w e d 
t o n s of r ad ioac t ive u r a n i u m in to 

By Kjiy <Buck]Cey (Secretary) 

t h e a t m o s p h e r e , Be la russe w a s 
e x p o s e d to 70% of t h e fallout. 
C h i l d r e n w e r e m o s t v u l n e r a b l e 
to t h e r ad ia t ion a n d , b y 1993, 
t h e r e w a s a 9 0 % i n c r e a s e i n 
c h i l d h o o d c a n c e r s a n d l e u k e m i a 
a long w i t h a f r igh ten ing i n c r e a s e 
in t hy ro id cancer . Babies b o r n 
after t h e d i sa s t e r w e r e r e t a r d e d 
a n d de fo rmi t i e s a r e v e r y c o m ­
m o n . 

T h i s is t h e s e c o n d y e a r t h a t 
Ba l lyhaun i s h a s h o s t e d c h i l d r e n 
from C h e r n o b y l . In 1995, t e n 
c h i l d r e n a r r i v e d in to S h a n n o n 
from Bela russe . 

T h e p e o p l e of B a l l y h a u n i s 
a n d the s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a s m u s t 
b e c o n g r a t u l a t e d for t he i r w o n ­
derful r e s p o n s e to t h e fundra is -

ing a n d , i n pa r t i cu la r , to t h e 
C o m p a n i e s a n d C lubs w h o s p o n ­
so red t h e flights for t h e t e n chi l­
d r e n a n d t h e i r i n t e rp re t e r , Nadia . 
It is t h r o u g h t he i r g e n e r o s i t y tha t 
w e h o p e to b e ab le to b r i n g 
a n o t h e r t e n c h i l d r e n in 1998. 

A spec ia l t h a n k s to all t h e 
p e o p l e w h o g e n e r o u s l y d o n a t e d 
i t e m s for raffles, cake sa les etc . , 
a n d w h o gave t he i r p r e m i s e s free 
of c h a r g e for a n y func t ions he ld 
o n t he i r behalf . 

Before t h e i r d e p a r t u r e , a spe ­
cial Folk M a s s w a s c e l e b r a t e d b y 
Fr. J a m e s O ' G r a d y in t he Par i sh 
C h u r c h for t h e ch i l d r en , t h e i r 
h o s t f a m i l i e s a n d e v e r y b o d y 
involved . 

A Farewel l Par ty w a s o rgan ­
ised in "The H o r s e s h o e Inn" a n d 
a v e r y en joyab le day was h a d b y 
t h e ch i l d r en , t he i r s p o n s o r s a n d 
t h e i r hos t famil ies . 

A n y b o d y i n t e r e s t e d in hos t ­
ing c h i l d r e n in 1998 o r b e c o m i n g 
i n v o l v e d in a n y w a y w i t h 
fundra i s ing etc . , s h o u l d c o n t a c t 
a n y m e m b e r of t h e C o m m i t t e e . 



Cantairi Béal Átha 
hAmhnais 

T h e C h o i r c o n t i n u e s t o flourish 

a n d h a s w e l c o m e d s e v e r a l n e w 

f a c e s t o i t s m i d s t o v e r t h e p a s t f e w 

m o n t h s . 

T h i s y e a r m a r k e d a n e w b e g i n ­

n i n g w i t h i n t h e c h o i r a s t h e f e m a l e 

v o i c e s e c t i o n b r a n c h e d o u t o n 

t h e i r o w n . T h i s i n v o l v e d t h e 

r e c r u i t m e n t o f s o m e n e w f e m a l e 

m e m b e r s . T h e first o u t i n g for t h e 

l a d i e s w a s t h e S l igo I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

C h o r a l F e s t i v a l . T h e y c e r t a i n l y 

l e f t t h e i r m a r k w h e n t h e y t o o k 3 r d 

p l a c e i n a n I n t e r n a t i o n a l E q u a l 

V o i c e C o m p e t i t i o n . Wel l d o n e , 

l a d i e s ! 

O n e m i g h t w e l l a s k d o w e s i n g 

a t f u n c t i o n s o t h e r t h a n C h o r a l 

F e s t i v a l s ? T h e a n s w e r i s , o f 

c o u r s e , Yes! 1 9 9 6 w a s a v e r y a c t i v e 

y e a r for t h e C h o i r o n t h i s f r o n t i e r . 

T h e y w e r e t h e h o s t C h o i r a t a c o n ­

c e r t s t a g e d i n " K i n g H o u s e " , B o y l e , 

o r g a n i s e d b y t h e S o c i a l S e r v i c e s 

C o m m i t t e e , C a s t l e r e a . T h e y a l s o 

s t a g e d a c o n c e r t i n t h e P a r o c h i a l 

H a l l , B a l l y h a u n i s i n D e c e m b e r 

1 9 9 6 i n a i d o f t h e C a t S c a n U n i t 

A p p e a l . O n t h i s o c c a s i o n t h e 

a m o u n t o f £ 1 , 0 0 0 w a s r a i s e d . 

C a n t a i r i w e r e a l s o t h e r e c i p i ­

e n t s o f a v e r y s p e c i a l i n v i t a t i o n 

d u r i n g 1 9 9 7 from t h e o r g a n i s i n g 

c o m m i t t e e for t h e Al l I r e l a n d 

D r a m a F i n a l s b e i n g h e l d i n 

C l a r e m o r r i s . T h e y d r e w u p a v e r y 

e n t e r t a i n i n g p r o g r a m m e s p e c i a l l y 

for t h e o c c a s i o n . T h e G u e s t o f 

H o n o u r , M r s . J e a n K e n n e d y 

S m i t h , A m e r i c a n A m b a s s a d o r t o 

I r e l a n d , c o m m e n d e d t h e C h o i r o n 

t h e i r p e r f o r m a n c e . 

T h e Cork Chora l fest ival 
T h e C o r k C h o r a l F e s t i v a l w a s 

c e r t a i n l y t h e h i g h l i g h t o f t h e c a l ­

e n d a r y e a r for 1 9 9 6 / 9 7 . It w a s o u r 

first t i m e t o c o m m i s s i o n a n e w 

p i e c e o f m u s i c . M i s s M a r i a J u d g e , 

C o o l n a h a , B a l l y h a u n i s , c o m p o s e d 

a very b e a u t i f u l p i e c e o f m u s i c for 

t h e C h o i r t i t l e d " F a o i s e a m h a 

G h e o b h a d s a " b a s e d o n a p o e m b y 

M a i r t i n O ' D i r e a i n . M a r i a is a t p r e ­

s e n t s t u d y i n g for h e r M a s t e r s 

by MiaLa TitzgeraCd 

Q u a l i f i c a t i o n i n U . C . C . b u t t o o k 

t i m e o u t from h e r s t u d i e s t o w o r k 

w i t h t h e C h o i r . 

T h e O ' R i a d a C u p w a s a w a r d e d 

t o M a r i a for h e r n e w w o r k a n d t h e 

C h o i r w a s a l s o a w a r d e d 1 s t P r i z e 

for t h e p e r f o r m a n c e . I t i s w o r t h 

n o t i n g t h a t t h i s p r e s t i g i o u s c u p 

h a d n o t b e e n a w a r d e d for t h e p e r ­

v i o u s t h r e e y e a r s a s t h e s t a n d a r d 

h a d n o t b e e n a t t a i n e d . 

T h e C h o i r w e l c o m e d t h e c h a l ­

l e n g e t o c o m m i s s i o n a n d w o u l d 

l i k e t o c o n g r a t u l a t e M a r i a o n h e r 

b e a u t i f u l , h a r m o n y r i c h c o m p o s i ­

t i o n . T h e O ' R i a d a C u p w a s n o t t h e 

o n l y a c c o l a d e t h e c h o i r r e c e i v e d 

d u r i n g t h e C o r k C h o r a l F e s t i v a l . 

O n t h i s o c c a s i o n , o n c e a g a i n , t h e 

F e m a l e V o i c e S e c t i o n lef t i t s m a r k . 

I t w a s a w a r d e d 2 n d p r i z e i n t h e i r 

c o m p e t i t i o n . T h i s w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y 

a p p r o p r i a t e a s i t w a s t h e i r s e c o n d 

c o m p e t i t i v e p e r f o r m a n c e . T h e y 

l o o k f o r w a r d to t a k i n g a f i rs t p l a c e 

o n t h e i r n e x t o u t i n g . 

T h e p e r f o r m a n c e o f m u s i c t o a 

h i g h s t a n d a r d i s a v e r y d e m a n d i n g 

o b j e c t i v e for t h e C a n t a i r i B é a l Á t h a 

h A m h n a i s . S h o u l d y o u f e e l t h a t 

y o u w o u l d l i k e t o b e a p a r t o f t h i s 

g r o u p p l e a s e c o n t a c t o n e o f t h e fol­

l o w i n g m e m b e r s : 

Chairperson: 
Mr. L u k e M u r r a y , H a z e l h i l l 

Secretary: 
M r s . L a u r a B r o g a n , D o c t o r s Road 

Treasurer: 
N u a l a F i t zge ra ld , B r idge S t r e e t 

Choral Director: 
M r s . P a u l i n e M c G a r r y , D e v l i s 

A n y o f t h e a b o v e m e m b e r s 

w o u l d w e l c o m e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

a n s w e r a n y q u e s t i o n s t h a t y o u 

m a y h a v e c o n c e r n i n g t h e g r o u p 

a n d i t s a c t i v i t i e s . 

W e w o u l d l i k e t o t a k e t h i s 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o o f f e r o u r s y m p a t h y 

t o M r s . M a r y W a l d r o n a n d h e r f a m ­

i l y u p o n t h e d e a t h o f N o e l 

W a l d r o n . N o e l w a s a m e m b e r o f 

" C a n t a i r i " s i n c e i t s i n c e p t i o n a n d 

w e a l l m i s s h i s s u p p o r t a n d k i n d ­

n e s s v e r y m u c h . 

Sinéad Lundon, Knock Road, Ballyhaunis, the 1997 'Roscommon Rose' in the 
Rose of Tralee Competition, which was held in Ballinlough, Co. Roscommon. 

3» 



Parking 
Ticket 

Wh i l e r o v i n g r e p o r t e r s f r o m 
t h e A n n a g h M a g a z i n e w e r e 
c a r r y i n g o u t r e s e a r c h i n 

A b b e y S t r e e t l a t e o n e e v e n i n g , 
P a d d y D e l a n e y n o t i c e d t w o p e o p l e 
a c t i n g i n a m o s t s u s p i c i o u s m a n n e r 
i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f t h e r e p o r t e r s ' 
p a r k e d car. A s it t r a n s p i r e d , n o s in­
i s t e r i n t e n t i o n s w e r e i n v o l v e d . T h e 
s e c r e t i v e p a i r i n c l u d e d a m a n f rom 
D e v l i s a n d a p e r s o n u n k n o w n . T h e y 
w e r e a t t a c h i n g t h e " p a r k i n g t i cke t" 
i n t r o d u c e d h e r e to t h e v e h i c l e . 

HAVZ y 
Any HOMÍ 

To &o Tod. 
SHAHkp. 
SuFF 

We b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s is t h e first 
t i m e e v e r s u c h a d o c u m e n t w a s 
a t t a c h e d t o a c a r p a r k e d i n A b b e y 
S t r e e t o r a n y w h e r e e l s e in t h e World . 
P a d d y D e l a n e y w a t c h e d from t h e 
s h a d o w s a s h i s t o r y w a s m a d e . 
D e s p i t e d e f e c t s in spe l l i ng , g r a m m a r 
a n d p u n c t u a t i o n t h e d o c u m e n t 
c l e a r l y c o n v e y s t h e m e s s a g e t h a t t h e 
p a p a r a z z i a r e u n w e l c o m e i n A b b e y 
S t r e e t . 

pictured right > 

L e g i o n o f M a r y P i l g r i m a g e t o 
L o u g h D e r g - M a y 1 9 9 7 . 

M a r y H o p k i n s , A g n e s H e a n e y , 
Liz C a r n e y , M a r y McBr ide 
a n d Brigid M c L o u g h l i n . 

Legion or 
Maru 

T H E LEGION O F MARY c o n t i n u e s 
to o p e r a t e in t h e p a r i s h . We m e e t 
e v e r y W e d n e s d a y n igh t at 8 o'clock, i n 
t h e Parochia l Hal l . We s a y t h e Rosary, 
h a v e s o m e sp i r i tua l r ead ings , r e p o r t 
o n o u r w o r k a n d r e c e i v e o u r w o r k 
a l l o c a t i o n for t h e fo l lowing w e e k . 
O u r m a i n w o r k s a re v is i t ing p e o p l e in 
t h e i r h o m e s e spec ia l ly t h e sick, t h e 
l o n e l y a n d t h e b e r e a v e d . We visit 
n u r s i n g h o m e s a n d hosp i t a l s a n d pro­
m o t e t h e Rosary t h r o u g h t h e Pi lgr im 
Virgin w h i c h is t a k e n to m a n y h o m e s 
e a c h year. T h i s y e a r w e o rgan i sed a 
d a y p i lg r image to Lough Derg. We 
also h a d o u r a n n u a l o u t i n g to Sligo. 

We rec ru i t aux i l i a ry m e m b e r s . T h e 
a u x i l i a r i e s a r e t h e p r a y i n g force 
b e h i n d t h e Legion a n d t h e i r p r a y e r s 
h e l p l eg iona r i e s all o v e r t h e wor ld . 
Auxi l iar ies say t h e r o s a r y e v e r y d a y 
a n d the p r a y e r s o n t h e leaflet k n o w n 
as t h e Tessera . T h e m a i n p r a y e r o n 
t h e Tessera is the C a t e n a w h i c h is o u r 
l ady ' s p r a y e r - t h e Magnif icat . T h e 
Ca tena , m e a n i n g "chain", is a s y m b o l 
of t h e un i t y t ha t exists b e t w e e n all t h e 
b r a n c h e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e wor ld . Each 
b r a n c h is a l ink in t h e cha in . 

Few p e o p l e rea l i se tha t l eg iona r i e s 
w e r e i m p r i s o n e d in C h i n a d u r i n g t h e 
r e g i m e of t h e C o m m u n i s t s . T h e 
Legion w a s i n t r o d u c e d in to C h i n a b y 
Fr. Aidan McGra th . As t h e p r i e s t s a n d 
n u n s w e r e expe l l ed it w a s felt tha t t h e 
Leg ion of M a r y w o u l d h e l p t h e 
Cathol ic C h u r c h su rv ive . But t h e 

Sy JLgnes Oieaney 
C o m m u n i s t s s a w t h e Legion of M a r y 
as a g rea t t h r e a t to t h e m so t h e y h a d 
m a n y l eg iona r i e s e x e c u t e d a n d m a n y 
i m p r i s o n e d - e v e n J u n i o r s in t h e i r 
e a r ly t e e n s . It is b e l i e v e d tha t s o m e 
a r e still i n p r i s o n a n d w e k n o w of o n e 
l ady w h o w a s r e l e a s e d a few y e a r s 
ago. She m a d e a visit to Legion h e a d ­
q u a r t e r s in D u b l i n a n d told h e r s to ry . 
Fr. A i d a n M c G r a t h w a s h i m s e l f 
i m p r i s o n e d a n d h e be l i eved tha t it 
w a s t h e p r a y e r s of Auxi l iar ies all o v e r 
t h e wor ld t h a t h e l p e d h i m in h i s 
o rdea l . H e w a s l a t e r r e l ea sed a n d , 
happ i ly , is still invo lved in t h e Legion 
e v e n t h o u g h h e is in h i s n i n e t i e s . I 
m e n t i o n th i s s to ry to le t Auxi l ia r ies 
k n o w t h e i m p o r t a n c e of the i r p r a y e r s 
a n d the far r e a c h i n g effect t h e y h a v e . 

H e r e in Ba l lyhaun i s we a re o n l y 
e l e v e n m e m b e r s o u t of two mi l l ion 
act ive, a n d seve ra l mi l l ion auxi l iar ies , 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e wor ld . We wou ld l ike 
to t h a n k all t h e p e o p l e w h o h a v e 
r ece ived u s in to t h e i r h o m e s a n d h a v e 
m a d e us w e l c o m e . 

Officers: (Senior Praesidium) Spiritual 
Director: Fr. O'Grady; President: Agnes 
Heaney; Vice President: Freddie O'Brien; 
Secretary: Helen Hoban; Treasurer: Noreen 
Brennan. 

Officers (Junior Praesidium): President: 
Helen Hoban; Vice President: Christopher 
O'Neill; Secretary: Tara Murphy; Treasurer: 
Leanne Murphy. 



/ / / / ^ / r oMaqazine '97 

1887-1997: 
The Years Between 

On t h e m o r n i n g I w a s b o r n a t 
o u r h o m e i n U p p e r M a i n 
S t r e e t , o u r g o o d n e i g h b o u r 

Dr . E a m o n a n n o u n c e d t o m y 
g r a n d m o t h e r t h a t t h e n a m e o v e r 
t h e d o o r c o u l d r e m a i n i n p l a c e for 
a n o t h e r g e n e r a t i o n , a t l e a s t . 

T. M . C a u l f i e l d ( T o m m y M i c k ) 
h a d b o u g h t t h e p r e m i s e s i n 1 8 9 6 
a n d f r o m t h e r e r a n h i s e g g e x p o r t ­
i n g b u s i n e s s u n t i l h i s d e a t h i n 
1 9 2 7 , a g e d 5 7 y e a r s . T h e b u s i n e s s 
w a s c a r r i e d o n b y h i s w i d o w E l l e n 
a n d f a m i l y . I n t i m e , t h e e l d e s t s o n 
M i c h a e l b r a n c h e d o u t o n h i s o w n 
a n d u l t i m a t e l y m y f a t h e r V i n c e n t , 
g l a d t o b i d f a r e w e l l t o St. N a t h y ' s 
C o l l e g e , t o o k o v e r a t t h e h e l m . 

By t h e t i m e I w a s o l d e n o u g h t o 
a c c o m p a n y m y fa the r , t h e e g g col ­
l e c t i n g s i d e o f t h e b u s i n e s s h a d 
g o n e i n t o a s e r i o u s a n d i r r e v e r s i b l e 
d e c l i n e . I n a f e w s h o r t y e a r s w e 
w e r e a c t u a l l y s e l l i n g eggs , m i l k 
a n d v e g e t a b l e s . I n t h o s e far-off 
d a y s o f t h e 1 9 6 0 ' s t h e w e e k l y v i s i t 
o f t h e e g g l e r w a s e a g e r l y a n t i c i p a t ­
e d . L o c a l b i r t h s , d e a t h s , a n d m a r ­
riages w e r e a n n o u n c e d a n d M a y o ' s 
p e r f o r m a n c e o f t h e p e r v i o u s 
S u n d a y w a s a n a l y s e d . F e w p e o p l e 
h a d c a r s a n d t h e r e w e r e n o t m a n y 
t e l e v i s i o n s o r t e l e p h o n e s . M a n y ' s 
t h e p h o n e m e s s a g e I r e l a y e d to t h e 
A . I . of f ice i n C l a r e m o r r i s . I n m y 
c h i l d i s h i n n o c e n c e r e p e a t i n g exac t ­
ly t h e f a r m e r ' s o b s e r v a t i o n s a n d 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s : " n o t i c e d y e s t e r d a y ; 
first t i m e ; " 

M o s t o f t h e k i d s I g r e w u p w e n t 
o u t o f t h e c o u n t r y , b u t M i c h e a l a n d 
E a m o n Murren w e r e a m o n g t h e 
m o r e r e g u l a r a n d r e l i a b l e ; o u r 
c o u s i n , I b m M o r a n w a s a f r e q u e n t 
h e l p e r a l s o . But h i s i n t e r e s t , t h e n 
a n d n o w , w a s c h i e f l y i n d r i v i n g . 

I r e m e m b e r a t i m e w h e n i t e m s 
l i k e t e a a n d s u g a r h a d t o b e 
w e i g h e d u p a n d t h e b i g g e s t s e l l i n g 
c i g a r e t t e s w e r e W o o d b i n e s a n d 
S w e e t Af tons . R i t e s o f p a s s a g e 

by Tommy Cauífieíd 
w e r e t h e r e to b e o b s e r v e d t o o : a g e d 
a b o u t t e n , I s t r u g g l e d u p M r s . 
"Yank" L y o n s ' ( B a l l i n a c o s t e l l o ) 
p a t h w a y c a r r y i n g m y first h a l f c w t . 
of c l a r e n d o . C a r r y i n g a full c w t . 
w a s a n o t h e r s t o r y a n d I c o u l d o n l y 
l o o k o n i n a d m i r a t i o n a s m e n a n d 
w o m e n m a d e l i g h t o f m y i m p o s s i ­
b l e t a r g e t . 

M a n y t h i n g s h a v e c h a n g e d 
s i n c e m y c h i l d h o o d . N o w a d a y s 
t h e r e ' s a t l e a s t o n e c a r o u t s i d e 
m o s t d o o r s , p r o m p t d e l i v e r y o f g r o ­
c e r i e s i s j u s t a p h o n e ca l l a w a y , 
a n d M W R k e e p s a l l i n f o r m e d of 
l o c a l g o i n g s - o n . T h e e g g l e r 
b e l o n g s t o t h e p a s t , h i s u s e f u l n e s s 

o u t r u n , h i s r o l e o b s o l e t e , h i s c o n ­
t r i b u t i o n t o l i fe i n t h e B a l l y h a u n i s 
a r e a a f a i n t a n d d i s t a n t m e m o r y . 

O n F r i d a y , O c t o b e r 3 0 t h , 1 9 8 1 , 
m y f a t h e r a c c o m p a n i e d b y m y 
m o t h e r K a t h l e e n , w e n t " o u t t h e 
c o u n t r y " for t h e l a s t t i m e . T h e fol­
l o w i n g d a y h e d i e d i n h o s p i t a l i n 
G a l w a y , a g e d j u s t 6 3 y e a r s . 

T h e f a m i l y b u s i n e s s i s n o w i n 
t h e s a f e h a n d s o f m y y o u n g e s t 
b r o t h e r S é a m u s , h i m s e l f a m a r k e t ­
i n g g r a d u a t e w h o s e r v e d h i s t i m e 
w i t h S a i n s b u r y ' s i n L o n d o n . B u t 
I 'll b e t h i s b e s t - l e a r n e d s k i l l s i n 
s e r v i n g t h e p u b l i c w e r e r e c e i v e d 
from h i s D a d w h i l e m e a n d e r i n g 
r o u n d t h e r o a d s o f K n o c k , B e k a n 
a n d A u g h a m o r e . 

Ballyhaunis 
Bridge Club 

Bal lyhaunis Bridge Club c o n t i n u e s 
e a c h Tuesday n ight in Alber to ' s Night 
Club at 8 p . m . and e a c h T h u r s d a y n igh t 
in the Cen t r a l Hote l at 8 p . m . T h e 
A.G.M. w a s h e l d in May. T h e fol lowing 
officers w e r e e lec ted: P re s iden t : Mr. 
Donal Geraghty ; Vice-Pres ident : Mrs . 
Kay H i g g i n s ; S e c r e t a r y : Mrs . J e a n 
Ga l l aghe r ; T r e a s u r e r : Mrs . L e o n a 
C o n n e r y ; Publ ic Rela t ions Officer: Mrs . 
J u s t i n a Lyons . T h e i n c o m i n g c o m m i t ­
tee was e l ec t ed as follows: Mrs. Ange la 
J o y c e , Mrs . K a t h l e e n Cr ibb in , Mrs . 
Peggy H e n r y a n d Mr. Mar t in Wins ton . 

Sy Jean Qaííagher 
T o u r n a m e n t D i r e c t o r s a r e : Mr. 

Donal Geragh ty , Mrs. M a r i n a C o y n e 
a n d Mrs . M a r y Walshe. T h e h a n d i c a p 
c o m m i t t e e a r e : Mrs . Ange l a J o y c e , 
Mrs . C o r i n e F la t l ey , Mrs . J a n e 
Gal lagher a n d Mr. Dona l Geragh ty . A 
n u m b e r of c o m p e t i t i o n s w e r e h e l d du r ­
i n g t h e p a s t y e a r i n c l u d i n g 
S i m u l t a n e o u s Pairs, t h e M u r p h y C u p , 

N e w s r o u n d Prize, T h e Banker s ' Prize, 
C h r i s t m a s a n d E a s t e r p r i ze s , a n d 
m o n t h l y p r izes . T h e P re s iden t ' s Prize 
w a s h e l d in Apri l a n d t h e w i n n e r s of 
t h i s c o m p e t i t i o n w e r e Mrs . M a r y 
Mor l ey a n d Mrs. N u a l a D e n n e d y . A 
c h a r i t y Bridge Dr ive w a s h e l d for St. 
Pat r ick ' s C h u r c h w i n d o w res to ra t ion 
fund. T h i s w a s a g rea t success . T h e 
Bridge Club t akes th i s o p p o r t u n i t y to 
t h a n k all t h e s p o n s o r s i n t h e pas t y e a r 
a n d look forward to t h e i r c o n t i n u e d 
s p o n s o r s h i p for t h e fu ture . T h e Bridge 
Club e n d e d t h e s e a s o n .in May w i t h 
d i n n e r a n d p r i zes for all . 

Donal Geraghty, Ball incline 
- President Ballyhaunis Bridge Club 



Ballyhaunis 
Parish 
Choir 

by !Niia(a Fitzgerald 

THE PARISH CHOIR i s in 
ex i s t ence in Bal lyhaunis for 
m a n y d e c a d e s , h a v i n g 

c o m e d o w n through the h a n d s of 
Mrs. Dill H u g h e s , Rev. Fr. Francis 
McMyler, Mr. Noe l H e n r y and cur­
rent ly rests in the very capable 
h a n d s of Mrs. A n n a Butler. 

Mrs. Butler d e v o t e s a great 
a m o u n t of t ime and dedicat ion to 
the d e v e l o p m e n t of the Choir and 
the s o u n d it produces . She con­
ducts a practice o n c e w e e k l y o n 
M o n d a y nights in the Parochial 
Hall at 8 p .m. All are w e l c o m e . It 
is at t h e s e practices that the great 
camarader ie and t eamwork c o m e s 
to the fore. T h e practices are con­
d u c t e d in a work or iented fashion. 
However , t h e y certainly have lots 
o f l ighter m o m e n t s . 

N e w m e m b e r s are in constant 
d e m a n d , in order that n e w m u s i c 
c a n b e e x p e r i m e n t e d with. 1997 
w a s a very rewarding year for the 
Choir. A N e w Mass, Celtic in style, 
r ich in h a r m o n y w a s l earned and 
p r o u d l y p e r f o r m e d at Sunday 
Mass. 

1997 w a s h o w e v e r also marked 
forever in all our m i n d s as the 
y e a r in w h i c h w e lost our s e c o n d 
"full back", as our back row of m e n 
in the Choir are fondly k n o w n . 
Noe l Waldron w a s taken suddenly 
from our midst and a great void 
h a s b e e n left beh ind . Noel had 
a lways b e e n there for us all with 
h i s kind, support ing w a y s and w e 
m i s s h i m so . We express our deep­
e s t s y m p a t h i e s to h i s wife Mary 
a n d h i s sons , James , Paul and 
Martin. 

A Memory of 
Father 6y <BiCiNaughton 

Afairly s t r o n g m e m o r y I h a v e o f m y f a t h e r i s o f h i m w a s h i n g h i s 
face u n d e r t h e k i t c h e n tap . T h i s w a s n o t w h e n h e h a d h i s "pit 
dust" o n , a s h e a n d m y m o t h e r c a l l e d it, b u t o f a S a t u r d a y e v e n i n g 

or s o m e s u c h s p e c i a l m o m e n t , af ter h i s s l e e p , w h e n h e w o u l d h a v e h a d 
t w o or t h r e e p i n t s o f b e e r at l u n c h hour . H i s w e t u n s o a p e d h a n d s w o u l d 
rub h i s f a c e n o i s i l y for q u i t e a t i m e , b u t i n b e t w e e n h e w o u l d b l o w 
t h r o u g h t h e m a n d t h r o u g h t h e water . It w a s a ra ther u n u s u a l per for ­
m a n c e for h i m , for h e w a s a d a i n t y m a n , i n s t a n t l y u p s e t b y n o i s e s o r 
s m e l l s , a l t h o u g h I s u p p o s e t h e s o u n d o f h i s h a r d h a n d s o n h i s face w a s ­
n't a s o b j e c t i o n a b l e a s I t h e n felt it to b e . O d d l y e n o u g h , h e d idn ' t h a v e 
large h a n d s , t h e y w e r e r a t h e r s m a l l c o m p a r e d w i t h o t h e r m e n ' s b u t t h e y 
w e r e m i n e r ' s h a n d s , t h e sor t o f h a n d s I s a w a great n u m b e r o f w h e n I 
w a s a b o y , b u t w h i c h s e e m s o m e w h a t rare i n t h e s e d a y s . T h e n h e w o u l d 
c o m e i n t o t h e front r o o m , t h e front k i t c h e n t h a t is , w i p i n g h i s face w i t h 
a t o w e l , a n d h e w o u l d s a y i n h i s l o u d v o i c e , a l w a y s s e e m i n g to s tare h a r d 
at m e a s h e d id so: "That b l o o d y E n g l i s h s o a p w o u l d s k i n t h e h i d e o f a 
f l a m i n ' h o r s e . Your U n c l e W i l l i a m to ld m e that a n d G o d k n o w s it w a s 
t r u e for h i m . " 

It is s t r a n g e to t h i n k that all t h r o u g h m y b o y h o o d y e a r s a n d o n unt i l 
y o u t h , w h e n I e s c a p e d i n t o m a r r i a g e at n i n e t e e n , h e a l w a y s a p p e a r e d to 
b r i n g u p i n m e - e x c e p t for t h e m a n y t h o u g h br ie f - l i ved o c c a s i o n s w h e n 
h e w a s d r u n k - a f e e l i n g o f fear, d i s t a s t e a n d d i s l ike . I r e a l i s e n o w that 
it w a s o n l y h i s n e r v o u s s ta te f r o m t h e hard , e x h a u s t i n g w o r k in t h e 
m i n e , a n d from t h e f a m i l y a l w a y s l i v i n g at s u c h c l o s e q u a r t e r s . A n d y e t 
it i s o d d to t h i n k that n e v e r a n i g h t p a s s e d u p to t h e a g e o f fifteen, b u t I 
w o u l d n ' t k i s s h i s l i p s a n d fee l h i s s t u b b l y c h i n w h e n h e w a s g o i n g o f f to 
t h e pit at n ight . A n d s o it w a s , I i m a g i n e , tha t t h o u g h w e d i s l i k e d e a c h 
other , w e e a c h o b e y e d t h e tradi t ion o f a fa ther l o v i n g h i s s o n a n d a s o n 
h i s father, a n d p e r h a p s b y t r y i n g w e k e p t s o m e t h i n g a l ive , for w h e n h e 
w a s a n o ld m a n in h i s s e v e n t i e s , a n d I i n m y la te th ir t i e s a n d e a r l y for­
t i e s , I g r e w v e r y f o n d o f h i m , a n d h e o f m e - s o it s e e m e d . 

I h a v e n e v e r s e e n a n y o t h e r m a n w a s h l ike that s i n c e , b u t I find o n 
cer ta in a f t e r n o o n s , i f I h a v e h a d a dr ink at l u n c h - h o u r , a n d a s l e e p after, 
I wi l l r i se a n d g o to t h e tap, a n d rub m y face w i t h m y h a n d s , a n d as I d o 
it, a v o i d i n g t h e u s e o f s o a p , I g e t t h e m e m o r y o f m y father's w o r d s c o m e 
back: 

'That bloody English soap would skin the hide from a flamin' horse " 
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r a m 5 THf R4/.Z. /IV BOLLURE 
There is a dear little village that we all call Bollure 

Where dances and raffles were many I'm sure 

But not one spree ever could yet come in sight 

T o the Ball that was held there on last Wednesday night 

About half past seven we set out for the spree 

Myself and John Finn we sang on cheerfully 

When we went to the Ball we took seats round about 

Waiting for the arrival of Murphy's strong stout 

We were not long seated when verse came in smart 

And nigh came the noise of Sam Lyons' ass cart 

Three barrels of porter was quickly rolled in 

And a tap stuck in one by that brave Peter Finn 

The company was silent for a short little while 

But soon Peter Finn made them all wear a smile 

With the tap in his hand boys he made no delay 

And soon Murphy's Porter come round in a tray 

The ladies marched in and no doubt they were toffed 

They all took their seats right under the loft 

The time that Bid Grealy was shouting for tea 

"There's no cook in the loft" Bea Kenny did say 

The butlers were round till their feet got right sore 

But still the young fellows were shouting for more 

Some with their collars hung down by their sides 

And more fell asleep in the arms of their brides 

In the mist of my thoughts 1 espied a swan face 

With cheeks like the roses and pure golden hair 

With my hand round her neck 1 was courting so fine 

When attached by Jim Cruise like a tiger or lion 

He said "let her go I will not see her bound 

Or when you are going home you will fall to the ground" 

But Margaret spoke up and this was her reply 

'Myself and my punch will be married by and by" 

Jim then calmed down and he said "court away 

But remember when you see the first sight of day 

Give me up that woman in the very best or cheer 

And don't dare leave your foot over in Bolleshire" 

Between dancing and courting I lost all my power 

And fell off to sleep for over an hour 

While I was sleeping I dreamt I saw Cruise 

Hunting all the dogs away from Muldoon's goose 

When I woke from my slumber I could hear no talk 

All was gone home that was able to walk 

I asked for a drink for I felt very dry 

But the taps were pulled out and the barrels ran dry 

Good luck to Mrs. Dillon, Bridget Grogan and Kate 

They could stop at home for it was not so late 

For on poor Onnie Greally the hair it did stand 

When she saw Bridget coming with the flail in her hand 

Tom Eagney was singing without cap or hat 

With his sight almost scattered and his talk gone right flat 

Whatever revenge he had in for his head 

He used it like a hammer on Michael Rourke's bed 

Myself and my comrades came safe from Bollure 

We were not long landed when we sent for a cure 

We needed no Doctor for McHugh he knows all 

And the Physic to give the boys after the Ball 

Our fine pot of turnips was consumed that same day 

Potatoes went down sweet besides eggs and tea 

Not to mention Beef or otherwise Pork 

Or the two caps of Porter we gave Maria O'Rourke 

Note: Bollure, or Baile Úr, is one of the villages in the 
townland of Annagh. The "Ball" took place around 100 

years ago. 

The words of this song were sent to the Committee by Tom 
Geraghty of Manchester, who found them amongst the effects 

of his uncle, the late ]ohnny Walsh, Annagh. 



The Great Famine 
Introduction 

The 150th Anniversary of the 
Great Famine has initiated much 
study of those terrible years of 
hunger, disease, death and emigra­
tion. A lot has been written and said 
in recent years about the Great 
Famine in Ireland which lasted, give-
or-take, from 1845 to 1850. Famines, 
of different degrees of severity and 
affecting different localities, were not 
uncommon in Ireland at any time; 
however, the scale of the devastation 
wrought during the period 1845-50 
was such that it soon came to be 
called the "Great Famine." This year 
marks the 150th anniversary of the 
worst year of the Famine - "Black '47, 
as it came to be known. 

The memory of "Black '47", and 
the Great Famine, had been success­
fully repressed for many years and, 
only in school history courses, or on 
rare occasions in conversation, was 
it discussed, and then usually )ust as 
a reference point in time. Many of 
those who survived through those 
years wanted to put its painful mem­
ories behind them and to get on with 
rebuilding their lives as best they 
could. It is almost as if there was a 
conspiracy to forget the Great 
Famine once the country started to 
recover in the 1850s. In this way, 
relatively little information about the 
Famine years was passed on to the 
next generation and, in our own 
time, only a few stories relating to 
this period survive. To get an insight 
into the hardship of those times, one 
has to depend largely on written 
sources 

Since this recent, renewed interest 
in the history of the Great Famine, 
old historical works have been re­
appraised, new evidence has been 
uncovered and new ways have been 
used to interpret the available source 
material. All of this has led to a 
heightened awareness of those terri­
ble times amongst all of us 

6y (PauC WaCdron 

The Causes 
T h e c a u s e of t h e G r e a t F a m i n e c a n 
b e b o i l e d d o w n to t h r e e r e l a t e d fac­
t o r s : o v e r - p o p u l a t i o n , a d e p e n d e n c e 
o n t h e p o t a t o a s t h e s t ap l e food 
i t e m a n d , t h e Blight . 

M o s t of I r e l a n d h a d a t e e m i n g 
p o p u l a t i o n in t h e 1830s a n d e a r l y 
1840s, a n d t h e B a l l y h a u n i s a r e a w a s 
n o e x c e p t i o n . W h i l e t h e p o p u l a t i o n 
of t h e t o w n w a s q u i t e s m a l l , t h e 
n u m b e r of p e o p l e l i v ing in t h e su r ­
r o u n d i n g c o u n t r y w a s a t i ts g r e a t e s t 
ever . T h e r e w e r e h o u s e s all o v e r t h e 
p l a c e : l i t t le c a b i n s b y t h e r o a d s i d e 
a n d i n c o r n e r s w h e r e t h e r e w a s 
n e v e r a h o u s e to b e s e e n w i t h i n cu r ­
r e n t l iv ing m e m o r y ; g r o u p s o f h o u s ­
e s h u d d l e d t o g e t h e r w h e r e t o d a y 
o n l y o n e o r t w o h o u s e s o r r u i n s 
s t a n d . T h e r e w e r e s o m e fairly we l l -
to -do f a r m e r s , b u t t h e b u l k of t h e 
p o p u l a t i o n c o m p r i s e d s m a l l h o l d e r s , 
l a b o u r e r s a n d co t t i e r s . 

T h e p o t a t o t o o k - o v e r f r o m 
o a t m e a l a s t h e 
s t a p l e a r t i c le of d i e t 
of t h e p e a s a n t I r i sh 
in t h e e a r l y to m i d 
s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u ­
ry. I ts h igh n u t r i ­
t i ona l v a l u e m e a n t 
t h a t p e o p l e c o u l d 
s u b s i s t o n it a l o n e , 
w i t h v e r y l i t t le e l s e 
to s u p p l e m e n t t h e i r 
d i e t . T h e a m o u n t 
o f g r o u n d n e e d e d to 
g r o w e n o u g h pota ­
t o e s for a fami ly for 
a y e a r w a s v e r y 
s m a l l , c o m p a r e d 
w i t h o t h e r food 
c r o p s , a n d p e o p l e 
w e r e h a p p y e n o u g h 

A TAD REMINDER OF BLACK 

'47. THE STONE MARKING THE 

GRAVE OF A WOMAN WHO DIED 

IN CAVE DURING THE FAMINE. 

g r o w i n g j u s t e n o u g h to f e e d t h e m for 
t h e year . T h e r e w a s n o t m u c h p o i n t 
h a v i n g t w e n t y o r t h i r t y a c r e s w h e n 
y o u c o u l d g r o w all y o u r food (po t a ­
t o e s ) a n d a r e n t c r o p (g ra in ) for a 
y e a r o n five a c r e s . A s f ami l i e s g r e w 
to m a t u r i t y , p a r e n t s d i v i d e d t h e i r 
h o l d i n g s w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n , t h u s 
a l l o w i n g t h e m to b e i n d e p e n d e n t , 
g e t m a r r i e d , r e a r f ami l i e s e tc . I n 
t u r n t h e s e c h i l d r e n w o u l d c a t e r for 
t h e i r f ami l i e s a s b e s t t h e y c o u l d i n 
t h e s a m e w a y , a n d a s far a s t h e 
a c r e a g e o f t h e i r l a n d w o u l d a l low. 
O v e r a n u m b e r of g e n e r a t i o n s s o m e 
fair-sized h o l d i n g s a n d f a r m s w e r e 
r e d u c e d to c o m p l i c a t e d p a t c h w o r k s 
o f sma l l , s c a t t e r e d h o l d i n g s . 

T h e n u t r i t i o n a l g o o d n e s s of t h e 
p o t a t o m a d e p e o p l e h e a l t h i e r a n d 
l o w e r e d t h e i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e ; 
t h e r e w e r e t h u s m o r e p e o p l e l i v ing 
l o n g e n o u g h to m a r r y a n d h a v e fam­
i l ies of t h e i r o w n ; t h e l a n d - h o l d i n g 
s i t u a t i o n a l l o w e d for p l a c e s to b e 
d i v i d e d eas i ly , e m i g r a t i o n w a s o n l y 
b e g i n n i n g to b e c o m e w i d e s p r e a d , 
p e o p l e w e r e c o n t e n t w i t h e n o u g h 
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l a n d a n d s o h o l d i n g s go t s m a l l e r a n d 
s m a l l e r . 

T h e G r e a t F a m i n e , t h e r e f o r e w a s 
a d i s a s t e r w a i t i n g t o h a p p e n - A 
g r o w i n g p o p u l a t i o n p u t t i n g p r e s s u r e 
o n a l i m i t e d a m o u n t of ava i l ab l e 
l a n d ; v i r t u a l d e p e n d e n c y o n a s ing le 
food-crop; n o p r o p e r l y d e v e l o p e d 
s t r u c t u r e s to d e a l w i t h a l a rge - sca l e 
f o o d - s h o r t a g e o r h e a l t h cr is i s . A s 
o n e e m i n e n t h i s t o r i a n p u t it: "The 
s i t u a t i o n i n I r e l a n d i n t h e 1840s w a s 
o n e o f a t e e m i n g p o p u l a t i o n of o v e r 
8 m i l l i o n l i v i n g o n t h e b r i n k of d i s ­
as ter ." 

T h a t d i s a s t e r c a m e i n t h e mi ld , 
m o i s t A u t u m n of 1845 w h e n a n e w 
f u n g u s d i s e a s e -Blight - b l e w o v e r 
f r o m t h e C o n t i n e n t a n d E n g l a n d a n d 
h i t t h e I r i s h p o t a t o c r o p , s p r e a d i n g 
w i t h a fear fu l r a p i d i t y from S o u t h to 
N o r t h a n d West . Po t a to s t a lks c r u m ­
p l e d a n d w i t h e r e d , w h i l e t h e c r o p 
b e n e a t h t h e g r o u n d r o t t e d a n d w a s 
r e n d e r e d u n p a l a t a b l e . T h e b l i gh t 
a p p e a r e d a g a i n in 1846, a n d a g a i n in 
1 8 4 7 , b u t n o t a s s e v e r e l y . I t 
r e t u r n e d i n a b i g w a y a g a i n in 1848 
a n d 1849 . 

T h e P o o r L a w s y s t e m , a n d o t h e r 
s c h e m e s o p e r a t e d b y G o v e r n m e n t o r 
p r i v a t e g r o u p s c o u l d n o t c o p e w i t h 
t h e d e v a s t a t i o n w r o u g h t a s t h e s in­
g l e - c r o p d e p e n d e n t I r i sh p o p u l a t i o n 
w a s left w i t h o u t i ts s t a p l e food i t e m , 
for five y e a r s i n a row. S ta rva t ion 
a n d d i s e a s e s p r e a d t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
c o u n t r y l e a v i n g d e v a s t a t i o n a n d sor­
r o w i n t h e i r w a k e . 

Fr. Coyne s Letters 
In 1848, t h r e e y e a r s a f te r t h e 

Bl ight first a p p e a r e d , Fr. E u g e n e 
C o y n e , P a r i s h P r i e s t o f A n n a g h 
r e c e i v e d £ 1 5 to a l l e v i a t e d i s t r e s s in 
t h i s p a r i s h f r o m t h e Rel ie f 
C o m m i t t e e s e t u p b y Dr. M u r r a y , 
t h e n A r c h b i s h o p of D u b l i n . O n t h e 
17th of Apr i l 1848 h e w r o t e to Fr. 
S y n n o t t , o n e of th i s c o m m i t t e e to 
t h a n k h i m for t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n . Fr. 
Coyr ie s t a t e d : 

"My parishioners get neither 
farfoor nor outdoor relief as Castlerea 
tvorkhouse was filled with people 
adjoining that town. The outdoor relief 
is irregular; if the central committee 
could he got to believe that hundreds 

will die of starvation unless quickly 
relieved, 1 am sure they would send 
funds, if any remain. I think this 
parish is the worst off of any; my peo­
ple have no landlords nor anyone to do 
anything for them except myself. The 
lands are in chancery and the landlords 
in some safe hiding place. On my vis­
its I find the people lying on their beds 
with hunger, fever and dysentery - the 
result of unwholesome food. If you 
were to see my house surrounded every 
day with starving countenances you 
would pity me and them." 

E a r l y i n 1849 Fr. C o y n e r e c e i v e d a 
f u r t h e r £10 from t h i s Re l i e f 
C o m m i t t e e to h e l p h i s s t a r v i n g a n d 
d i s e a s e d p a r i s h i o n e r s . O n t h e 9 t h of 
M a r c h 1849 Fr. C o y n e w r o t e to Dr. 
M u r r a y t h a n k i n g h i m a n d a d d e d : 

"I can assure you that at no period 
of the distress was it required more 
than at the present time, when the poor 
landholders, who struggled this time 
back, are now in a most wretched state 
without food or seed and still they are 
not giving up their land lest (as they 
say) they would never have their own 
fireside again: I am certain that more in 
my parish will died of starvation from 
this time to the next harvest than died 
in the last three years. A poor woman 
was found dead the other day by the 
ditch at Culnacleha in my parish, of 
starvation. If outdoor relief is not 
immediately given to the landholders 
and able bodied, the consequences, 1 
fear, will be awful." 9th Mar. 1849 

(A s a d p o s t s c r i p t to t h e s e effor ts 
b y o u r t h e n Pa r i sh P r i e s t is tha t , fif­
t e e n y e a r s later , 1866, w h i l e P a r i s h 
Pr i e s t i n A g h a m o r e , h e d i e d of a 
f a m i n e d i s e a s e - C h o l e r a . ) 

Effect on Local Population 
T h e p o p u l a t i o n of I r e l a n d in 1846 

w a s p r o b a b l y a r o u n d 8.2 m i l l i o n . 
W h i l e t h e n u m b e r s of t h o s e w h o 
d i e d o r e m i g r a t e d d u r i n g t h e G r e a t 
F a m i n e h a s b e e n t h e s u b j e c t o f 
m u c h study., t h e t r a d i t i o n a l figures 
of 2 m i l l i o n d e a t h s a n d 2 m i l l i o n 
w h o e m i g r a t e d a r e p r o b a b l y n o t far 
f rom t h e m a r k . 

T h e p o p u l a t i o n of t h e o ld p a r i s h 
of A n n a g h ( i n c l u d i n g t h e Logboy , 
T u l r a h a n a r e a ) fell from 7 9 0 4 t o 
6105, a l o s s of 1799 p e o p l e , o r a d r o p 

in t h e p r e - f a m i n e p o p u l a t i o n o f 2 3 % , 
a l m o s t a q u a r t e r . T h i s is i n k e e p i n g 
w i t h t h e g e n e r a l l y a c c e p t e d n o t i o n 
t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f M a y o d e c r e a s e d b y 
a b o u t a q u a r t e r d u r i n g t h e Grea t 
F a m i n e . It is i m p o s s i b l e t o s a y h o w 
m a n y d ied , a n d h o w m a n y e m i g r a t ­
ed , b u t it is sa fe t o s a y t h a t t h e divi­
s i o n w a s n e a r e n o u g h ha l f - and -ha l f 
( as it w a s w i t h t h e p o p u l a t i o n of t h e 
c o u n t r y a s a w h o l e ) , l e a v i n g a d e a t h 
toll of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 900 , p o s s i b l y a s 
m u c h a s 1000, for t h e p a r i s h of 
A n n a g h . 

T h e t o w n l a n d o f T b o r a r e e w a s 
t h e n a w h o l l y r u r a l loca l i ty , w h e r e 
s u b s i s t e n c e a g r i c u l t u r e a n d l a b o u r ­
i n g w e r e t h e d o m i n a n t m e a n s of 
l i v e l i h o o d . I n 1841 t h e r e w e r e 69 
o c c u p i e d h o u s e s h e r e , w i t h a tota l 
p o p u l a t i o n of 3 4 3 p e o p l e . By 1851, 
t h e n u m b e r o f h o u s e s h a d fa l l en b y 
33 t o 36, a n d t h e p o p u l a t i o n h a d fall­
e n t o 168 p e o p l e . I n o t h e r w o r d s , 
175 p e o p l e d i e d in , o r e m i g r a t e d 
from T b o r a r e e i n t h e t e n y e a r p e r i o d 
i n w h i c h t h e G r e a t F a m i n e o c c u r r e d . 
O t h e r b a d l y a f f e c t e d t o w n l a n d s in 
t h e p a r i s h i n c l u d e d G r a l l a g h w h e r e 
22 h o u s e s w e r e e m p t i e d a n d t h e 
p o p u l a t i o n fel l f r o m 4 6 6 t o 326 ; 
L a r g a n ( n e a r T u l r a h a n ) w h e r e t h e 
n u m b e r of h o u s e s fell from 24 to six; 
H a z e l h i l l w h e r e 16 h o u s e s w e r e 
e m p t i e d a n d t h e p o p u l a t i o n fell from 
263 t o 1 6 5 . C l o o n t u m p e r , w h i c h s a w 
12 e m p t i e d ; K i l l u n a g h e r , L e o a n d 
L e v a l l y r o e w h o los t 11 h o u s e h o l d s 
e a c h . N e a r l y e v e r y o t h e r t o w n l a n d 
h a d a t l e a s t o n e h o u s e l e s s i n 1851 
t h a n i n 1841 . 

A Tragic Tale 
A b o u t a m i l e from B a l l y h a u n i s , 

o n t h e T b o r e e n r o a d , a l a r g e flat 
s t o n e c a n b e s e e n o n t h e h i l l s i d e . In 
t h e 1920s a l oca l h i s t o r i a n r e c o u n t e d 
t h e s t o r y b e h i n d t h i s s t o n e i n t h e 
" C o n n a u g h t T e l e g r a p h " : 

"This marks the grave of a woman 
who died from cholera, when that terri­
ble epidemic followed as a sequel to the 
devastating famine. The name of the 
woman whose remains lie on the lonely 
hill-side, has not been ascertained. 
Probably she was travelling from one 
part of the country to another. In an 
outhouse she fell ill and was attended 
by her son. When she died he con-



structed for her a rough coffin, and 
strapping it to his back and shoulders 
with straw ropes, managed to carry his 
terrible burden alone to a sand-pit on 
the hill-side. Covering up the coffin as 
best he could, he placed this large stone 
on the spot, and went his way. It was 
beneath the thorn tree, at the gable of a 
nearby house, the melancholy task of 
coffining the mother was carried out by 
the devoted son. It was there he 
strapped the coffin to his back; after a 
struggle he succeeded in getting it onto 
the hill-side where it faces the rising 
sun, an unknown grave of an unknown 
and forgotten woman." 

"Now lest there may be any suspi­
cion of heartlessness on the part of the 
locality, we must remember that 
cholera was a terrible scourge at the 
time, and people fled from infection for 
their lives. When a person died from 
the disease, the victim was buried as 
quickly and quietly as possible in the 
most convenient spot. And so it hap­
pened that many at that time were 
interred in open fields and hill-sides. 
Funerals were out of the question." 

"About this time a man from the 
same village where this woman died 
went to Dublin in connection with a 
lawsuit, and on his way home was 
struck down by the dreaded disease. 
He died and was buried in some 
unknown spot near Kinnegad. None of 
his friends had ever the sad consolation 
of being able to pray over his grave. 
This flagstone on the hillside, is a 
melancholy reminder of the terrible 
conditions that existed in our country, 
in the days following the Famine" 

Conclusion 
It is t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g to cons id ­

e r t h e fo l lowing : a t t h e t i m e o f t h e 
G r e a t F a m i n e , t h e r e w e r e j u s t t w o 
c o n s e c r a t e d b u r i a l g r o u n d s i n t h e 
o l d p a r i s h o f A n n a g h - T h e 
A u g u s t i n i a n A b b e y a n d T u l r a h a n . 
B e t w e e n t h e s e t w o , t h e r e a r e o n l y 
e l e v e n i n s c r i b e d g r a v e s t o n e s c o m ­
m e m o r a t i n g p e o p l e w h o d i e d 
b e t w e e n 1845 a n d 1850, a n d i n all 
t h e s e c a s e s , it c a n b e p r o v e n t h a t 
t h e s e p e o p l e c a m e f rom comfo r t ­
ab le , s t r o n g f a r m i n g b a c k g r o u n d s , 
a n d m a y n o t h a v e all d i e d a s a r e s u l t 
of s t a r v a t i o n o r d i s e a s e . 

W h o is to s a y h o w m a n y h u n d r e d , 
if n o t t h o u s a n d s o f f a m i n e v i c t i m s 

f rom th i s p a r i s h l ie in u n m a r k e d 
g r a v e s i n a n d a r o u n d t h e s e b u r i a l 
g r o u n d s , i n L i s h e e n s o r a n c i e n t b u r ­
ial g r o u n d s , i n t h e c o r n e r s of fields 
o r i n o ld s a n d p i t s , l ike t h e w o m a n 
m e n t i o n e d a b o v e ? 

M a n y h u n d r e d s h a d to wa lk , o r b e 
ca r r i ed , f r o m t h i s p a r i s h t h e t w e l v e 
m i l e s t o t h e W o r k H o u s e i n 
C a s t l e r e a , m a n y p r o b a b l y d i e d o n 
t h e w a y a n d w e r e b u r i e d n e a r w h e r e 
t h e y fell, or, if t h e y g a i n e d a d m i t ­
t a n c e to t h e W o r k h o u s e , t h e y d i e d 
t h e r e a n d w e r e b u r i e d i n u n m a r k e d 
g r a v e s i n t h e g r o u n d s . 

D u r i n g t h e G r e a t F a m i n e , 
b e t w e e n t h e y e a r s 1845 a n d 1850, a s 
m a n y a s 1000 p e o p l e , a n d p r o b a b l y 
m a n y m o r e , d i e d i n t h e p a r i s h of 
A n n a g h . O v e r 1000 p e o p l e w h o s e 
n a m e s h a v e b e e n a l m o s t to ta l ly for­
g o t t e n . M o s t of u s c a n n o t e v e n 
n a m e s o m e o n e w h o d i e d d u r i n g t h e 
G r e a t F a m i n e , y e t it is t r u e t h a t m o s t 
of u s los t f ami ly m e m b e r s to s t a rva ­
t i o n a n d d i s e a s e a t t h a t t i m e . 

It is fitting t h a t w e r e m e m b e r 
t h e m . We r e m e m b e r t h e i r t e r r i b l e 
suf fer ing , t h e a g o n i s i n g p a i n of s ee ­
i n g o n e f ami ly m e m b e r a f t e r a n o t h ­
e r s l o w l y d y i n g of s t a r v a t i o n ; t h e 
awful p a i n of k n o w i n g t h a t t h e s a m e 
fate a w a i t e d t h e m b e c a u s e t h e r e w a s 
n o food n o r p r o p e r m e d i c a l c a r e . 

We r e m e m b e r t h e m a n d w e p r a y 
t h a t t h e y n o w e n j o y i n H e a v e n t h e 
h a p p i n e s s d e n i e d to t h e m o n Ea r th . 
ol(ap rZ%ep &xst in ISeace. 

Townlands of 
Annagh and Bekan 

parishes 
Number of houses emptied 
between 1841 and 1851 

Tooraree 33; Grallagh 22; Largan 
(Tulrahan) 18; Hazelhill 16; Cloontumper 
12; Killunagher, Leo and Levallyroe 11 
each; Culnacleha, Lurgan (Brickens), 
Island and Lisduff 9 each; Carrowmore 
West, Brickeens, Brackloon East, Kiltybo, 
Knockaunacat, Farnaun and Larganboy 
West 8 each; Aderg, Forthill, Corraun, 
Bargarriff, Coolnafarna, Lissaniska. 
Kildarra and Ballykilleen 7 each; 
Carrowkeel East, Woodpark, Tulrohaun, 
Carrickacat, Feamore and Larganboy East 6 
each; Bekan, Bellaveel, Cloonbullig, 
Gorteenmore, Tonregee, Liscluman and 
Lecarrow 5 each; Knockanarra, Kilknock, 

Tawnagh, Lassanny, Cloonbulban, 
Bunnadober, Ballyglass Lower, 
Gortnageeragh, Reask and Cossallagh 4 
each; Holywell Lower, Drum (Brickeens), 
Ballybeg, Skeaghard, Loughanboy, 
Derrynacong, Derrylea, Mountain, 
Cloonbookeighter, Garraun (Tullaghaun), 
Abbeyquarter, Tbgher, Drumaderry, 
Belesker, Cuilbeg, Brackloon West (Bekan) 
and Keebagh 3 each; Holywell Upper, 
Ballinphuill, Cherryfield, Drumbaun, 
Cloonacurry, Tullaghaun, Gorteenbeg, 
Derrintogher, Carrowreagh, Colloughra, 
Cave, Cullentragh, Carrowbeg, 
Moneymore, Cloonlara, Curries, Turlough, 
Cartron (Tulrahan), Knockroe and Gorteen, 
2; Ballynastockagh, Moat, Ballybaun, 
Treanrevagh (Brickeens), Ballinvilla 
Demesne, Pattenspark, Churchpark, 
Lisbaun West, Classaghroe, Brackloon 
North, Knockbrack, Ballyglass Middle, 
Bracklagh, Lugboy Demesne, Cottage, 
Bohogerawer and Cuiltycreaghan 1 each 

Townlands where there was 
change in number of houses: 
Derrynamuck, Carrowkeel West, 

Derreens, Clagnagh, Spaddagh, Friarsground, 
Canowmore, Tawnaghmore, Kilmannin, 
Arderry, Erriff, Pollacappul, Comacarta and 
Carrowhawny. 

Townlands where there was an 
increase in number of houses: 

Lenamore, Derrymore, Barheen, 
Cloonbookoughter, Grallaghgarden, Killylea, 
Devlis, Redhill and Bunduff - 1 each; 
Carrickmacantire, Lisbaun East and Scregg - 2 
each; Agloragh - 4; Brackloon South - 6; 
Lurgan and Carrownedan (Tulrahan) - 8 each; 
Greenwood -11. 

The townland of Annagh, which was 
transfened from Aghamore to Annagh parish 
in the 1890s lost 8 houses during 1841-51. 

Figures for Pollnacroaghy and 
Carrownluggaun are unclear since they 
were enumerated on their own in 1841, 
but were included in the returns for 
Ballyhaunis town in 1851. 

Left to right: Brothers-in-law, James 
O'Donnell, Snr., Coolloughra; Michael 
Higgins. Lisbane East and Patrick Higgins. 
Lurgan. Taken in the 1940's. 
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GERRY CARNEY 
Singer/Songwriter 

In 1987 G e r r y C a r n e y ' s love of 
m u s i c s t o p p e d b e i n g a hobby . 
A r m e d w i t h a b a s i c P.A. a n d 

a n e m p t y d ia ry , h e c a n v a s s e d t h e 
p u b s of M a y o for w e e k e n d book­
ings . As a solo per former , do ing 
m a i n l y m i d d l e of t h e road covers , 
a n d s o m e or ig ina l songs tha t h e 
h a d w r i t t e n h imse l f , h e s o o n 
f i l led h i s d i a r y a n d b e c a m e 
k n o w n all ove r C o n n a u g h t . His 
a i m , a t t h e t ime , w a s to m a k e 
e n o u g h m o n e y from the pubs , to 
l a u n c h h i m s e l f as a s inger song­
wri ter . H i s be l i e f t ha t th i s wou ld 
h a p p e n k e p t h i m going t h r o u g h 
difficult t i m e s in t he live m u s i c 
s c e n e . W h e n n igh t c lubs b e c a m e 
popular , p e o p l e s t a r t ed c o m i n g 
ou t l a t e r a n d p u b l i c a n s s ta r ted to 
d r o p t he i r l ive e n t e r t a i n m e n t . 

In 1995 G e r r y a p p r o a c h e d 
L iam Bradley a n d asked h i m to 
p r o d u c e a n a l b u m of or ig ina l 
songs . T h i s p roved to b e a long 
a n d fruitful r e l a t i onsh ip . L iam 
w a s a s e s s i o n d r u m m e r from 
D e n y . G e r r y s a w h i m p lay ing 
wi th F r a n c e s Black a n d i m m e d i ­
a te ly r ecogn i sed h i s ta lent , no t 
j u s t a s a d r u m m e r , b u t as a s inger 
wi th g rea t c rea t ive abil i ty. Liam, 
w h o n o w p l a y s w i t h Van 
M o r r i s o n a n d Br ian K e n n e d y , 
took u p the offer a n d wi th in a 
y e a r t he project h a d a r r ived a t 
t he r e c o r d i n g s tud io stage. Ten 
or ig inal s o n g s w e r e r eco rded and , 
wi th A.C.D. in h a n d , Ger ry ' s first 
r ecord c o m p a n y call l a n d e d h i m 
a record dea l . T h e first s ingle 
"The F l ame" w a s o n e of the mos t 
r e q u e s t e d s o n g s o n rad io a n d 
s t ayed for m o n t h s in the local 
Radio Cha r t s . With t he re lease of 
t he s e c o n d s ingle "Missing Me" 
G e r r y C a r n e y h a d finally a r r ived . 
T h e s i n g l e p i c k e d u p m a j o r 

na t i ona l a n d reg iona l a i rp lay i n 

I r e l and a n d England , a n d it in t ro ­

d u c e d G e r r y to h i s n o w m a n a g e r 

J o e M c l l m u r r a y f rom Belfast . 

Joe , w h o h a d w o r k e d w i t h Van 

M o r r i s o n a n d m a n a g e d B r i a n 

K e n n e d y for n i n e years , w a s t he 

final p i e c e in t h e j i g s a w of 

Ger ry ' s r o ad to succes s and , w i th ­

in t h r e e m o n t h s , G e r r y h a d 

p l a y e d s u p p o r t to T h e Cor r s , 

Al ison Krauss , a n d Van Mor r i son . 

At o n e of t h e Van c o n c e r t s Brian 

K e n n e d y s tood at t h e s ide of t h e 

stage a n d w a s so i m p r e s s e d t h a t 

h e i n v i t e d G e r r y as h i s spec ia l 

gues t o n h i s Ir ish Tour. T h e s in­

gle "Addicted" w a s r e l e a s e d i n 

c o n j u n c t i o n wi th th i s t ou r a n d 

w e n t s t ra igh t to t h e t o p of t h e 

N o r t h e r n I r e l and C h a r t s w h e r e it 

r e m a i n e d for two w e e k s i n t h e 

m u c h c o v e t e d "Sunday Life" loca l 

p r o d u c t C h a r t s . It w a s , a n d 

r e m a i n s to b e o n e of t h e m o s t 

r e q u e s t e d s o n g s in N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d a n d so ld in 

excess of two t h o u s a n d 

cop ie s w i t h i n two d a y s 

of i ts r e lease . Publ ic 

d e m a n d s a w t h e 

a n n o u n c e m e n t of a 

sell o u t t o u r c o m ­

m e n c i n g in the e m p i r e 

S t ad ium Belfast on t h e 

9th of D e c e m b e r 1997. 

G e r r y , w h o n o w 

d e s c r i b e s h i m s e l f a s 

b e i n g half w a y u p the 

l adde r of success , h a s 

b e e n desc r ibed as o n e 

of t he m o s t i m p o r t a n t 

finds in c u r r e n t t imes , 

w i t h w o r d s a n d 

m e l o d i e s t h a t t o u c h 

e v e r y b o d y ' s life . He 

h a s b e e n p u b l i c l y 

a c c l a i m e d b y s u c h 

G r e a t s as Cha r l i e L a n d s b o r o u g h , 

B r e n d a n G r a h a m , C h a r l i e 

McGe t t i gan a n d Br ian K e n n e d y , 

to n a m e j u s t a few. H e h a s 

a p p e a r e d o n n u m e r o u s t e lev i s ion 

p r o g r a m m e s s u c h a s "The Kelly 

Show" a n d " K e n n y Live", a n d h a s 

b e e n d e s c r i b e d in "The Belfast 

T e l e g r a p h " s h o w b i z s e c t i o n as 

" T h e N e w B r i a n K e n n e d y . " 

Ger ry ' s n e w a l b u m is d u e o u t in 

J a n u a r y / F e b r u a r y 1998 a n d 

s h o u l d s e e h i m we l l o n h i s w a y to 

t h e t o p of t h a t l adder . 

G e r r y t h a n k s e v e r y b o d y for 

t he i r s u p p o r t a n d k i n d n e s s i n h i s 

c a r e e r to d a t e a n d looks forward 

to p l a y i n g h i s s o n g s for y o u all for 

a l o n g t i m e to c o m e . 

Mojoe M a n a g e m e n t 

Gerry is son of Tony and Mrs. 
Carney, Bekan Post Office. 

He is married to Loretto, daugh­
ter of the late Sergeant William and 
Mrs. Bridget Curran, Main Street. 
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"Hullo listeners and welcome once 
again to McHale Park Castlebar..." 

W I L L I E R Y A N 

Gaelic Games Commentator at MWR & NWR fm 

I was always interested in 
Commentary as a youngster, 
but I knew there was no hope of 

developing it because it was an 
area in which there were no open­
ings. Thankfully, the advent of 
local radio changed all that. On 
the 15th of November 1989, I was 
asked by Paul Claffey if I would 
like to do the following Sunday's 
N.F.L. game between Mayo and 
Roscommon at Ballina. He 
assured me that he had every confi­
dence in my ability. It went off all 
right and even better for the next 
game versus Louth. Thankfully, I 
haven't looked back since. I also 
do commentary for NWR FM, par­
ticularly when Leitrim is involved, 
whilst in its early years, I covered 
some of Donegal's games in the 
League and Ulster Championship. 

Good Commentators 
O n radio, a good c o m m e n t a t o r 

of Gael ic G a m e s is t h e e y e s a n d 
ea r s of t he m a n y p e o p l e l i s t en ing 
in. Unl ike te lev is ion , w h i c h is 
l a rge ly self-explanatory, a radio 
c o m m e n t a t o r m u s t k e e p ta lking. 
A few s e c o n d s s i l ence a n d l is ten­
e r s t h i n k y o u a r e off t h e air. T h e 
m o r e fluent t he c o m m u n i c a t i o n , 
t h e b e t t e r t h e c o m m e n t a r y . 
Nowadays , s toppages in p lay a re 
so frequent d u r i n g t h e cou r se of a 
g a m e tha t a good c o m m e n t a t o r 
m u s t b e a r m e d wi th p l e n t y of 
i n f o r m a t i o n o n p l a y e r s a n d 
t e a m s w h i l e r e m a i n i n g tota l ly 
object ive. People love informa­
t ion , as e v i d e n c e d b y t h e r eac t ion 
I get from t h e m . T h i s j u s t does ­
n ' t h a p p e n , however , on t he s p u r 
of t h e m o m e n t : I h a v e to 
r e s e a r c h it and , hopeful ly , recall 
as m u c h as I c a n at a p p r o p r i a t e 
t i m e s d u r i n g a g a m e . 

Facilities 
Faci l i t i es for c o m m e n t a t o r s 

h a v e i m p r o v e d m a r k e d l y s ince I 
s ta r ted , w h e n o n o n e occas ion , I 
h a d to d o a N.F.L. g a m e s t a n d i n g 
o n a s tone , w h i l e o n ano the r , I 
b r o a d c a s t a n All I r e l a n d U n d e r 
21 F.C. semi- f ina l f rom a wal l a t 
s o m e d i s t a n c e fo rm t h e p lay . 
M a y o c a n b o a s t of fine facili t ies 
i n Ba l l ina , Cas t l eba r , 
C h a r l e s t o w n a n d C r o s s m o l i n a as 
bef i t s c o u n t y g r o u n d s . Carr ick-
O n - S h a n n o n h a s a cub ic l e for 
e a c h c o m m e n t a t o r w h i c h is 
exce l len t , w h i l e H y d e Park h a s a 
s u p e r b v i ew in a v e r y s p a c i o u s 
b r o a d c a s t i n g a rea . In add i t ion , 
C u s a c k Park, Mul l inga r p r o v i d e d 
m e w i t h u l t r a m o d e r n facilities 
for t h e r e c e n t All I r e l and Club 
Football semi- f ina l . I a m , h o w ­
ever, d i s a p p o i n t e d at t h e facili­
t i e s o f f e r ed to l o c a l r a d i o a t 
C r o k e Park, t h e finest p i tch in 
t h e c o u n t r y . H e r e , o n e h a s to 
c o m m e n t a t e a m o n g s t t h e crowd, 
w h i c h o n e c a n a p p r e c i a t e , is 
n e v e r ea sy . T h e n a t i o n a l s ta t ion , 
o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , h a s a s e p a r a t e 
b r o a d c a s t i n g box b e s i d e t h e 
na t iona l rad io facility. W h y two? 
Well, y o u c a n h a v e o n l y two 
c o m m e n t a t o r s , from the c o m p e t ­
ing c o u n t i e s c o v e r i n g t h e par t ic ­
u l a r g a m e . Moreover , it w o u l d 
p rov ide a far s u p e r i o r view. I 
e x h o r t H e a d q u a r t e r s m a n a g e ­
m e n t to do th i s at t h e ea r l i e s t 
o p p o r t u n i t y a n d , in t h e process , 
m a k e life e a s i e r for e v e r y o n e . I 
s h o u l d a lso po in t ou t tha t it is 
m a n d a t o r y for m e , life e v e r y o n e 
else , to p r o d u c e a n All I r e l and 
T icke t to ga in a d m i s s i o n to t h e 
g r o u n d o n final d a y e v e n t h o u g h 
I a m d o i n g t h e c o m m e n t a r y . 
W h y isn ' t a Pass suff ic ient? 

Willie Ryan (left) with Stephen O'Grady of the Sports Department, MWRfm 

TE*pf3 



L o c a l R a d i o 
C o m m e n t a t o r s 
A l o c a l r a d i o c o m m e n t a t o r 

h a s , i n m a n y w a y s , to b e m o r e 
a d a p t a b l e t h a n i t s n a t i o n a l c o u n ­
t e r p a r t . T h e l a t t e r o n l y cove r s 
d i v i s i o n o n e g a m e s i n t h e 
N a t i o n a l L e a g u e a n d wil l fre­
q u e n t l y o n l y a t t e n d g a m e s 
i n v o l v i n g t h e All I r e l a n d c h a m p i ­
o n s . Moreover , t h e oppos i t i on 
wi l l u s u a l l y b e q u i t e wel l k n o w n . 
T h e loca l r ad io c o m m e n t a t o r , o n 
t h e o t h e r h a n d , m a y h a v e to 
c o v e r a l o w e r d i v i s i o n g a m e 
i n v o l v i n g u n f a s h i o n a b l e t e a m s 
w h o s e p l a y e r s w o u l d n o t b e 
k n o w n o u t s i d e of t h e i r o w n 
c o u n t i e s as t h e y a re invar i ab ly 
e l i m i n a t e d in t h e ea r ly s tages of 
t h e i r p r o v i n c i a l c h a m p i o n s h i p . 
C o n s e q u e n t l y , it is i m p e r a t i v e 
t h a t a c o u n t y , l i ke M a y o for 
e x a m p l e , d o e s n o t d r o p b e l o w 
d iv i s ion t w o s t a t u s and , if possi­
b le , c a n a t t a in d iv i s ion o n e s t a tu s 
a n d r e m a i n t h e r e . T h i s i s 
b e c a u s e t h e y will p l a y a m o n g 
q u a l i t y t e a m s a n d I, as a com­
m e n t a t o r , w o u l d b e m o r e famil­
iar w i t h m a n y p l a y e r s . In addi­
t ion , t o p c lass c o m p e t i t i o n cre­
a t e s far g r e a t e r i n t e r e s t a m o n g 
fol lowers , u n l i k e t h e l o w e r divi­
s i o n s w h e r e t h e r e is n o a t m o s ­
p h e r e a n d the g a m e s w i t h i n it 
w a r r a n t v e r y li t t le, if any , cover­
age in t h e na t i ona l n e w s p a p e r s . 
Live c o v e r a g e of a C o u n t y Final 
in a d d i t i o n to t h e C l u b 
C h a m p i o n s h i p p r o v i d e fu r the r 
e v i d e n c e of a local radio com­
m e n t a t o r ' s versa t i l i ty . 

O n a p e r s o n a l level , I p refer 
m a t c h c o m m e n t a r y in S u m m e r 
b e c a u s e t h e r e is s o m e t h i n g "spe­
c ia l" a b o u t t h e I n t e r - C o u n t y 
Sen io r C h a m p i o n s h i p s from May 
u n t i l S e p t e m b e r . T h e r e is a 
g rea t e r e n t h u s i a s m a m o n g play-
e r s . T h i s , a l l i ed to fas ter 
g r o u n d s , r u b s off o n a c o m m e n ­
ta to r to s o m e e x t e n t . Whi l e 
s e n i o r g r a d e is, not su rpr i s ing ly , 
m y favour i t e , I a l so l ike t h e 
U n d e r 21 g rade a n d h a v e d o n e 
c o m m e n t a r y o n s o m e g r e a t 

g a m e s a t t h i s l e v e l o v e r t h e 
y e a r s . Minor, I w o u l d c o n s i d e r 
m o r e difficult. W h y ? I w o u l d ge t 
n o o p p o r t u n i t y to s ee t h e s e p lay­
e r s a s t h e y first s u r f a c e a t 
Col leges level a n d m a n y of t h e s e 
g a m e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y in t h e e a r l y 
r o u n d s , a re p l a y e d i n m i d w e e k 
a n d I b e l i e v e s u c h g a m e a r e t h e 
b e s t w a y to b e c o m e famil iar w i t h 
p r o s p e c t i v e c o u n t y m i n o r s . 

My Love of H u r l i n g 
Whi le I h a v e h a d g rea t p l ea ­

s u r e in cove r ing e v e r y C o n n a c h t 
final s i nce 1990, i n a d d i t i o n to 
t h e las t two All I r e l a n d Sen io r 
Footbal l Finals , I b e m o a n t h e fact 
t h a t M a y o is n o t a "Dual" c o u n t y 
i n t h e s a m e w a y a s C o r k , 
Ga lway , Clare, Offaly, Laois a n d 
D u b l i n as I w o u l d d e a r l y love to 
do m o r e H u r l i n g C o m m e n t a r y . 
H u r l i n g is so skilful a n d fast a n d 
I l ike to c o m m e n t a t e a t t h e s a m e 
s p e e d . I was , however , d e l i g h t e d 
in M a r c h las t to do t h e c o m m e n ­
t a ry o n t h e A t h e n r y (Ga lway) 
a n d Wolfe T b n e s ( C l a r e ) All 
I r e l a n d Club H u r l i n g F ina l a s 
pa r t of t h e d o u b l e d e c k e r p r o ­
g r a m m e w i t h t h e All I r e l a n d 
Foo tba l l F ina l b e t w e e n 
K n o c k m o r e a n d C r o s s m a g l e n 
Rangers . I a lso c o v e r e d t h e 1995 
C o n n a c h t C lub F ina l b e t w e e n 

T o o r e e n a n d Sarsf ie lds (Ga lway) . 
I e x p r e s s t h e w i s h tha t , shou ld 
G a l w a y r e a c h n e x t y e a r ' s All 
I r e l a n d H u r l i n g Fina l , I wi l l b e 
a s k e d to d o t h e c o m m e n t a r y for 
M W R FM. After all , t h e s ta t ion 
h a s a c o n s i d e r a b l e n u m b e r of 
G a l w a y l i s t e n e r s . 

I s e e a good c o m m e n t a t o r as a 
spec ia l i s t . I t h a n k G od for t he 
gift h e h a s g i v e n m e a n d the 
p o w e r to exe rc i se it t h r o u g h t he 
m e d i u m of r a d i o . C o m m e n t a r y 
j u s t d o e s n ' t h a p p e n : o n e h a s to 
w o r k a t it. It is m o r e difficult in 
t e r m s of t i m e c o n s t r a i n t s i n tha t 
I o n l y d o it o n a p a r t - t i m e bas i s 
a s I w o r k i n t h e B u s i n e s s a r ea 
d u r i n g t h e w e e k . 

I n c o n c l u s i o n , I m u s t say 
tha t , i n v i e w of t h e m a n y skills 
w h i c h g o o d c o m m e n t a t o r s pos­
sess , I a m s u r p r i s e d t h e y a r e no t 
s o u g h t af ter as p a r t - t i m e adv i so r s 
to S ta te A g e n c i e s s u c h a s t h e 
I .D.A a n d t h e T r a d e Board, for 
e x a m p l e . Af te r al l , t h e y a r e 
e n d o w e d w i t h good c o m m u n i c a ­
t i o n s sk i l l s a n d a r e d i l i g e n t 
r e s e a r c h e r s . C o m e to t h i n k of it, 
t h e y w o u l d a l s o m a k e g o o d 
L e c t u r e r s a t T h i r d Leve l Co l l eges 
b e c a u s e of t h e i r ab i l i ty to c o m ­
m u n i c a t e w i t h p e o p l e a n d to 
r e s e a r c h t h e i r a r e a of spec ia l i sa ­
t i on . It is w o r t h t h i n k i n g a b o u t . 

Brendan Rudden with officers of the Materials Technology and Graphics 
Teachers Association at the M.T.&G. Teachers' Conference in 1996 in the 
A'STIIAM ' j-Í7T B r e n d a n w o n 1« award for his Junior Certificate project: 
A Wall-Mounted Telephone Support made in cherry-wood, seen in picture above. 



Ballyhaunis Apostolic 
Work 1997 

Th e ob jec t ives of t h e apos­
to l ic w o r k a r e : (1 ) . To 
s h a r e in t h e Mis s iona ry 

w o r k of t h e c h u r c h b y p r a y e r ; 
(2 ) . To s u p p l y m a t e r i a l a n d 
f inanc ia l a id to Miss iona r i e s . 

B a l l y h a u n i s B r a n c h of 
A p o s t o l i c W o r k e r s h a s b e e n 
i n v o l v e d i n t h i s w o r k for t h e pas t 
th i r ty-f ive y e a r s . We a re h a p p y 
to r e p o r t a n o t h e r success fu l y e a r 
i n 1996; t h i s h a s b e e n m a d e 

(Bridie (Brennan, Secretary 
poss ib le b y a sma l l n u m b e r of 
d e v o t e d l ad i e s w h o m e e t e a c h 
w e e k a n d a lso t h r o u g h t h e gen­
eros i ty a n d a s s i s t ance of m a n y 
p e o p l e f rom t h e loca l i t y w h o 
s u p p o r t u s f inancia l ly . 

We h e l d o u r a n n u a l exh ib i t ion 
in J u n e a n d a r e v e r y gra teful to 
al l t h o s e w h o v i s i t e d s a m e . 
S o m e of o u r m e m b e r s a t t e n d e d 

t h e D i o c e s a n D i s p l a y i n 
Cas t l eba r i n S e p t e m b e r a n d w e r e 
p l e a s e d w i t h t h e g o o d s o n show. 

O u r b r a n c h is v e r y gra teful to 
t h e P r i e s t s of t h e pa r i sh , t h e 
A u g u s t i n i a n Fa the r s , a n d Sis ters 
of M e r c y w h o h a v e a l w a y s b e e n 
so s u p p o r t i v e of o u r w o r k . A 
spec ia l t h a n k s to t h e Golf a n d 
Bridge c l u b s for t h e i r g e n e r o s i t y 
to u s a n d to t h o s e w h o d o n a t e d 
gifts for t h e Raffle. 

(Left to right) Martin ReiUy, Granlahan; Michael Daly, Ballinlough; 
Paddy Cassidy, Upper Main St.; Jimmy Nally, Knock; 
Noel Mullarkey, Bohogue. (Courtesy Seamus Mulrennan) 

mm m ' 

! 

f ? • 1 
(Left to right) Ann Swift, Mary Kenny, Helen Culkem,Concepta 
Murphy, LiHy Lyons, Eileen Rattigan, Pauline Boyle, Mary Roche, 
Mary D. McGuire, taken at Old Head in 1966. (Courtesy Seamus Mulre 

Kathleen &f Philip Waldron and daughter 
Sr. Nuala, taken at the family home in 
Drimbane, 1949- '50. 

Mulrennan) 

Men from Killinaugher. L - R: Michael 
Connolly, Tom Regan, Martin Comer & Bill 
Browne (all deceased, RIP). Taken 1982. 
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The Waldron Clan 
Gathering 

Af t e r s e v e r a l m o n t h s o f 
m a n y m e e t i n g s a n d m u c h 
c a r e f u l , d e t a i l e d p l a n n i n g 

a n d p r e p a r a t i o n b y a h a r d - w o r k i n g , 
d e d i c a t e d g r o u p o f p e o p l e , t h e first 
e v e r W a l d r o n C l a n G a t h e r i n g t o o k 
p l a c e i n B a l l y h a u n i s o v e r t h e l a s t 
w e e k e n d i n A u g u s t t h i s y e a r 
( 1 9 9 7 ) . 

T h e w e e k e n d s t a r t e d o n F r i d a y 
t h e 3 0 t h o f A u g u s t a t f o u r o ' c l o c k i n 
t h e a f t e r n o o n w h e n r e g i s t r a t i o n 
c o m m e n c e d i n t h e C e n t r a l H o t e l . 
E a c h p e r s o n a t t e n d i n g t h e g a t h e r ­
i n g w a s i n v i t e d t o s i g n t h e i r n a m e 
i n t h e C l a n R e g i s t e r a n d , if t h e y 
w i s h e d , t o w r i t e a f e w w o r d s a b o u t 
t h e i r W a l d r o n c o n n e c t i o n . 
E v e r y o n e r e c e i v e d a s p e c i a l l y p r e ­
p a r e d f o l d e r c o n t a i n i n g a t i m e t a b l e 
o f t h e w e e k e n d ' s e v e n t s , a d i r e c t o ­
r y o f m e m b e r s o f t h e C l a n 
A s s o c i a t i o n , a g u i d e t o t h e t o u r o f 
" W a l d r o n C o u n t r y " , l i t e r a t u r e p r o -

by (pauí^Waídron 
m o t i n g l o c a l f ac i l i t i e s a n d s e r v i c e s , 
a n a m e b a d g e a n d a n a g e n d a for 
G e n e r a l M e e t i n g . R e g i s t r a t i o n w a s 
s u p e r v i s e d b y a n u m b e r o f C l a n 
A s s o c i a t i o n m e m b e r s i n a r o t a s y s ­
t e m . 

T h e r e w a s a s t e a d y s t r e a m of 
p e o p l e t o t h e C e n t r a l H o t e l a l l 
a f t e r n o o n . At t i m e s , t h o u g h , t h e r e 
w a s a c o n s i d e r a b l e q u e u e o f p e o p l e 
w a i t i n g t o b e r e g i s t e r e d . A p e r u s a l 
o f t h i s r e g i s t e r s h o w s t h a t a l m o s t 
t w o - h u n d r e d W a l d r o n s , a n d t h o s e 
w i t h W a l d r o n c o n n e c t i o n s , c a m e t o 
B a l l y h a u n i s o v e r t h a t w e e k e n d . 
T h e y c a m e f r o m al l o v e r : m a n y 
f r o m t h r o u g h o u t I r e l a n d a n d a 
l a r g e c o n t i n g e n t f r o m t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s , a s w e l l a s s o m e f r o m 
E n g l a n d . 

S h o r t l y a f t e r e i g h t o ' c l o c k o n 
F r i d a y e v e n i n g , i n t h e f u n c t i o n 

r o o m of t h e C e n t r a l H o t e l , t h e 
g a t h e r i n g w a s f o r m a l l y o p e n e d b y 
T o m W a l d r o n , C h a i r m a n . A 
C h e e s e a n d W i n e r e c e p t i o n , s p o n ­
s o r e d b y I r i s h C o u n t r y M e a t s , a n d 
b e a u t i f u l l y p r e p a r e d b y t h e m a n ­
a g e m e n t a n d s taf f o f t h e C e n t r a l 
H o t e l , g o t u n d e r w a y ; t h e r e w a s 
p l e n t y o f c h e e s e a n d w i n e t o g o 
a r o u n d . A b l e s s i n g w a s r e a d b y 
V e r y R e v . Fr. W i l l i a m W a l d r o n , 
P h o e n i x , A r i z o n a , U .S .A . (a n a t i v e 
o f C a r t o w n a c r o s s , C l a r e m o r r i s ) 
a n d , a t a r o u n d q u a r t e r p a s t n i n e , 
Dr . N o l l a i g Ó M u r a i l e o f t h e 
D e p a r t m e n t o f C e l t i c S t u d i e s , 
Q u e e n ' s U n i v e r s i t y , Be l fas t , d e l i v -
e d a l e c t u r e e n t i t l e d " C l a n n 
B h a i l d r i n n o B h a l d r a i t h e " i n w h i c h 
h e o u t l i n e d t h e e a r l y h i s t o r y o f t h e 
C o n n a c h t W a l d r o n s , u p t o t h e e n d 
o f t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . O n e h u n ­
d r e d a n d t w e n t y p e o p l e a t t e n d e d 
t h i s l e c t u r e a n d w e r e m o s t 

Waldron Clan Gathering Organising Committee. 
Back row, L to R: Tom Waldron, Crossard; Michael Waldron, Aghamore; Seamus O'Boyle Carrowreaeh-
Brendan Waldron, Johnstown; Michael Waldron, Cave; Paul Waldron, Cave; Jim Waldron Culnacleha' 

Tom Waldron, Claremorris. Front row L to R: Mary Mulrennan, Gurteen; Mary Walsh, Tooreen • ' 
Helen Waldron, Johnstown; Vona Moran, Ballindrehid; Ann Plunkett, Scrigg. 
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i m p r e s s e d b y Dr. Ó M u r a í l e ' s s c h o l ­
a r l y r e s e a r c h a n d i n t e r e s t i n g de l i v ­
e r y , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e h e w a s j u s t 
r e c o v e r i n g f r o m a s e r i o u s i l l n e s s . 

O n S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g , a n d u p 
t o t w o o ' c l o c k i n t h e a f t e r n o o n , r eg ­
i s t r a t i o n c o n t i n u e d i n t h e C e n t r a l 
H o t e l . T h e w e a t h e r w a s e x c e l l e n t -
s u n n y , d r y a n d w a r m . A t h a l f - t w o , 
o r a f e w m i n u t e s after, t w o fifty-
t h r e e s e a t c o a c h e s , o n e f i l led , t h e 
o t h e r t h r e e - q u a r t e r s full , le f t M a i n 
S t r e e t o n t h e t o u r o f W a l d r o n 
C o u n t y . T h e r o u t e w a s p l a n n e d t o 
t a k e i n a s m u c h a s p o s s i b l e o f t h e 
a r e a i n w h i c h t h e s u r n a m e 
W a l d r o n h a s a l w a y s b e e n n u m e r ­
o u s , a s w e l l a s t a k i n g i n a s m a n y 
s i t e s o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l a n d h i s t o r i ­
c a l i n t e r e s t a s p o s s i b l e , from al l 
p e r i o d s i n l o c a l a n d n a t i o n a l h i s t o ­
r y a n d p r e - h i s t o r y . T h e t o u r t r a v ­
e l l e d d o w n M a i n St. a n d K n o x St., 
w e n t n o r t h a s far a s C r o s s a r d c r o s s ­
r o a d s , w h e r e i t t u r n e d left , t h r o u g h 
t h e f ive c r o s s - r o a d s a n d C a r n m o r e , 
a s fa r a s t h e g r a v e y a r d a n d a n c i e n t 
m o n a s t i c r e m a i n s a t A g h a m o r e . 
H e r e , S e o s a i m h Ó B r o i n g a v e a n 
e l o q u e n t a n d a n i m a t e d c o m m e n ­
t a r y o n t h e p a n o r a m i c v i e w i n all 
d i r e c t i o n s , g i v i n g a v a l u a b l e i n s i g h t 
i n t o a l l p e r i o d s o f h i s t o r y from 
e a r l y g e o l o g i c a l t i m e t o t h e p r e ­
s e n t : a l l i n a b o u t f i f t e en m i n u t e s ! 
F r o m A g h a m o r e , t h e t o u r w e n t 
t h r o u g h R a i t h , o n t o t h e N 1 7 n e a r 
K i l k e l l y , a n d i n t o K n o c k w h e r e 
t h e r e w a s a s h o r t b r e a k . L e a v i n g 
K n o c k , t h e h e a d e d b a c k t o w a r d s 
B a l l y h a u n i s o n t h e l o w r o a d a n d 
t u r n e d r i g h t a t C l o o n a c u r r y i n t o 
B e k a n , a n d a s fa r a s t h e g r a v e y a r d 
t h e r e , w h e r e t h e o l d e s t W a l d r o n 
g r a v e s t o n e i s t o b e s e e n . T h e cav ­
a l c a d e l e f t B e k a n a n d t r a v e l l e d 
t h r o u g h R e d p a r k o n t o t h e 
B a l l y h a u n i s - C l a r e m o r r i s R o a d 
w h e r e i t t u r n e d r i g h t , d o w n 
t h r o u g h C l o o n t u m p e r , a n d l e f t 
t h r o u g h C l o o n b o o k e t o T u l r a h a n 
G r a v e y a r d , or, m o r e c o r r e c t l y , 
K i l d a r r a . T o m W a l d r o n a n d 
M i c h a e l K e l l y g a v e a f ew w o r d s o n 
t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e p l a c e , a n d i t s sig­
n i f i c a n t c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h t h e 
W a l d r o n n a m e . F r o m h e r e , t h e 
t o u r e n t e r e d i t s final l e g a n d p r o -
c e d e d t h r o u g h C u l n a c l e h a , L o g b o y , 
C o t t a g e , L i sduf f , A g l o r a g h , 

D r i m b a n e , A b b e y q u a r t e r , i n t o 
B a l l y h a u n i s t o w n . It f i n i s h e d , fit­
t i n g l y , i n t h e A u g u s t i n i a n F r i a r y 
w h e r e t h e g r o u p w e r e m e t b y t h e 
n e w P r i o r Fr. M i c h a e l C o l l e n d e r 
O.S.A. T h e t o u r g u i d e s w e r e T o m 
W a l d r o n ( C l a r e m o r r i s ) , T o m 
W a l d r o n ( C r o s s a r d ) , G e r r y C r i b b i n , 
P a u l W a l d r o n a n d M i c h a e l K e l l y 
( L i s s a n i s k a a n d D u b l i n ) . 

O n S a t u r d a y n i g h t t h e Soc i a l 
F u n c t i o n w a s h e l d . A l m o s t t w o 
h u n d r e d p e o p l e w e r e e x c e l l e n t l y 
c a t e r e d for b y t h e m a n a g e m e n t 
a n d s taff o f t h e H a z e l . D a n c i n g 
w a s i n t h e P a r o c h i a l H a l l , t o t h e 
s o u n d s o f t h e p o p u l a r J o h n 
M c G a r r y a n d t h e R h y t h m B l u e s . 
B o t h v e n u e s w e r e p a c k e d t o c a p a c ­
i t y a n d m a n y o l d friendships w e r e 
r e n e w e d , a n d a s m a n y n e w o n e s 
m a d e . P h o t o g r a p h s w e r e s h o w n 
a n d e x c h a n g e d , r e s e m b l a n c e s 
n o t i c e d a n d f a m i l y d e t a i l s c o m ­
p a r e d . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e w e a t h e r o n 
S u n d a y w a s m i s e r a b l y w e t a n d 
d r e a r y . A s p e c i a l M a s s w a s c e l e ­
b r a t e d a t t w o o ' c l o c k i n St. M a r y ' s 
A b b e y b y V e r y R e v . K e i r a n 
W a l d r o n , P.P. K i l l e r e r i n . Sr. R o s a r i o 
o r g a n i s e d t h e o f f e r t o r y a n d r e a d ­
i n g s ; m u s i c a n d s i n g i n g w a s p r o ­
v i d e d b y N i a m h W a l d r o n o f 
L i m e r i c k a n d O r l a W a l d r o n o f 
C l a r e m o r r i s . T h e a f t e r n o o n w a s 
lef t f ree, a n d m a n y o f o u r v i s i t o r s 
a v a i l e d o f t h e o p p u r t u n i t y to t a k e 
i n t h e a t m o s p h e r e o f b i g m a t c h d a y 
a s t h e y w a t c h e d t h e M a y o - O f f a l y 
c l a s h o n t e l e v i s i o n . 

O n S u n d a y n i g h t , a t e i g h t 
o ' c l o c k , a G e n e r a l M e e t i n g w a s 
h e l d i n t h e u p p e r r o o m o f T h e 
H a z e l a t w h i c h t h e p r e s e n t 
C o m m i t t e o f t h e W a l d r o n C l a n 
A s s o c i a t i o n w a s r a t i f i e d a n d 
a p p r o v e d b y t h o s e i n a t t e n d a n c e . 
M a n y i n t e r e s t i n g p r o p o s a l s w e r e 
d i s c u s s e d a n d p a s s e d , i n c l u d i n g 
t h e s e t t i n g u p o f a b r a n c h , o r a 
n u m b e r o f b r a n c h e s , i n t h e U.S . 
a n d E n g l a n d . A f t e r w a r d s , a n I r i sh 
n i g h t w a s h e l d d o w n s t a i r s a t w h i c h 
w e w e r e t r e a t e d t o t r a d i t i o n a l 
m u s i c a n d s o n g , w i t h a r e c i t a t i o n 
o r t w o t h r o w n i n for g o o d m e a s u r e . 

W h e n it w a s d e c i d e d , a t t h e 
G e n e r a l M e e t i n g , t h a t a n o t h e r 
G a t h e r i n g w o u l d t a k e p l a c e i n 

B a l l y h a u n i s i n 2 0 0 0 o r 2 0 0 1 , p r o b a ­
b l y a r o u n d E a s t e r t i m e , m o s t o f 
t h o s e p r e s e n t v o w e d n o t o n l y t o 
r e t u r n t h e m s e l v e s , b u t t o b r i n g 
m o r e f a m i l y m e m b e r s w i t h t h e m , 
a n d s p r e a d t h e "good n e w s " a b o u t 
t h e i r t i m e i n B a l l y h a u n i s a m o n g s t 
t h e i r r e l a t i v e s a n d f r i e n d s . 

O v e r a l l , t h e G a t h e r i n g w a s 
d e e m e d t o b e a n o u t s t a n d i n g s u c ­
c e s s , e n j o y e d b y a l l w h o a t t e n d e d 
i t . A l m o s t t w o - h u n d r e d p e o p l e r e g ­
i s t e r e d i n a l l , b u t t h e r e w e r e m a n y 
o t h e r s w h o a t t e n d e d o n e o r m o r e 
o f t h e e v e n t s o v e r t h e w e e k e n d . 
S l i g h t l y l e s s t h a n h a l f o f t h e s e w e r e 
from t h e U .S . o r E n g l a n d , t h e r e s t 
w e r e l i v i n g a r o u n d I r e l a n d . T h e r e 
w e r e W a l d r o n s w i t h r o o t s i n t h e 
g e n e r a l B a l l y h a u n i s a r e a : 
A g h a m o r e , C l o o n f a d , K n o c k , 
B a l l i n d i n e , K i l m o v e e , B a l l i n l o u g h , 
L o u g h g l y n n a n d C l a r e m o r r i s ; a s 
w e l l a s s o m e f r o m A t h l e a g u e , 
K n o c k v i c a r a n d S t r o k e s t o w n , C o . 
R o s c o m m o n a n d H e a d f o r d , C o . 
G a l w a y . R o n a n d B e n t e W a l d r o n 
w e r e a m o n g s t t h o s e w h o t r a v e l l e d 
from t h e U .S . R o n h a s n o I r i s h c o n ­
n e c t i o n s : h i s W a l d r o n s c a m e from 
H o l l a n d i n t h e e a r l y 1700 ' s , y e t 
t h e y r e a l l y e n j o y e d h i s t i m e i n 
B a l l y h a u n i s a n d t h e W e s t o f 
I r e l a n d a n d h a v e v o w e d to r e t u r n 
in t h e f u t u r e . 

T h e o f f i c e r s o f t h e W a l d r o n 
C l a n A s s o c i a t i o n a r e : C h a i r m a n : 
T o m W a l d r o n , B a l l i n a s t a n f o r d , 
C l a r e m o r r i s ; T r e a s u r e r : T o m 
W a l d r o n , C r o s s a r d ; P.R.O. M i c h a e l 
W a l d r o n , C a v e ; S e c r e t a r y : P a u l 
W a l d r o n ; D u b l i n D e l e g a t e ( C l a n s o f 
I r e l a n d ) : L i a m W a l d r o n , C a s t l e b a r 
a n d D u b l i n . 

I n a d d i t i o n to t h e a b o v e , a n u m ­
b e r o f o t h e r s w e r e m e m b e r s o f t h e 
s u b - c o m m i t t e e w h o w o r k e d v e r y 
h a r d i n p r e p a r i n g for t h e 
G a t h e r i n g : A n n e P l u n k e t t , Sc r igg ; 
V o n a M o r a n , B a l l i n d r e h i d ; M a r y 
M u l r e n n a n , G u r t e e n ; M a r y Wa l sh , 
T o o r e e n ; S e a m u s O ' B o y l e , 
C a r r o w r e a g h ; M i c h a e l W a l d r o n , 
A g h a m o r e . O v e r t h e w e e k e n d o f 
t h e g a t h e r i n g , i n v a l u a b l e h e l p w a s 
r e c e i v e d f r o m o t h e r s , t o o m a n y to 
n a m e h e r e ; suf f ice it t o s a y t h a t 
w i t h o u t t h e m t h e w e e k e n d w o u l d 
n o t h a v e b e e n t h e s u c c e s s it w a s . 



Cribbin, O'Boyle & Waldron cousins at the Waldron Clan Gathering. 
Front row: Margaret Cribbin, Noreen Dowd, Ann Burke, Mary Walsh. 

Back row: Tony Cribbin, Seamus O 'Boyle, Austin Cribbin and Jack Cribbin. 

by Maura Griffin 

Si n c e t h e b e g i n n i n g of 
O c t o b e r t h i s y e a r t h e 
R e n e w p r o g r a m m e is b e i n g 

fol lowed in t h e p a r i s h for t h e 
th i rd t i m e . T h e first sess ion w a s 
in O c t o b e r - N o v e m b e r last y e a r 
a n d the s e c o n d d u r i n g Len t ear l i ­
e r th i s year . T h e a i m is a l w a y s to 
s t i m u l a t e sp i r i tua l g r o w t h in t he 
pa r i sh . Most of t he p e o p l e w h o 
p a r t i c i p a t e d in t h e ea r l i e r cours ­
e s w e r e d e l i g h t e d w h e n R e n e w 
w a s r e s u m e d a n d h a s t e n e d to 
re join . T h i s s u r e l y s h o w s that it 
h a s r e l e v a n c e a n d p r o v i d e s inspi­
ra t ion in t he i r l ives. 

T h e fo rma t of R e n e w is tha t 
sma l l g r o u p s of t e n to fifteen 
p e o p l e m e e t o n c e a w e e k for a n 
hour . A l e a d e r g u i d e s e a c h g r o u p 
in r e a d i n g a p a s s a g e f rom 
S c r i p t u r e . D i s c u s s i o n of t h e 
r e a d i n g follows and , a s it s t r i kes 

Parish Mission, February 1997. L to R: Fr. Michael Forde, CSSR; 
Fr. Michael Cusack, CSSR; Fr. Tommy McKeen, CSSR. 

d i f f e r e n t p e o p l e i n d i f f e r e n t 
ways , m a n y i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s a r e 
p r o p o s e d . T h i n g s ge t l ively t h e n 
a n d w e ge t m a n y a n e y e - o p e n e r 
on d i f fe ren t facets of a p a r a b l e 
a n d o n t h e va r i e ty of m e a n i n g s it 
h a s for e a c h o n e . T h e r e is n o 
p r e s s u r e o n a n y o n e to e x p r e s s a n 
o p i n i o n , m a n y pre fe r j u s t to lis­
t e n . After t ha t c o m e s t h e s e r i o u s 
b u s i n e s s of ref lec t ing o n h o w t h e 
Good N e w s a p p l i e s to o u r l i ve s 
a n d h o w w e m a y u s e its m e s s a g e 
in o u r i m m e d i a t e s u r r o u n d i n g s . 
Most of u s will n o t t r ave l t h e 

wor ld , s o i n o r d e r to R e n e w t h e 
face of t h e e a r t h w e m u s t s ta r t a t 
h o m e . 

T h e m o s t exc i t ing a s p e c t of 
R e n e w is t h a t m o r e t h a n fifty 
y o u n g p e o p l e in t h e p a r i s h a r e 
t a k i n g p a r t in t h e m o v e m e n t . 
O u r t e e n a g e r s a r e s o m e t i m e s 
g iven a lot of n e g a t i v e pub l i c i ty , 
b u t t h e o t h e r s ide of t h e co in is 
t h a t t h e r e a r e m a n y s e r i o u s a n d 
t h o u g h t f u l y o u n g girls a n d b o y s 
a r o u n d . We t r u s t t h a t t h e R e n e w 
p r o g r a m m e wil l b e a v a l u a b l e 
e x p e r i e n c e i n t h e i r l ives . 

TSageS8 



New Faces in the Friary 
by Sr. JLssumpta 

E a r ly i n Spr ing, w o r d w a s s p r e a d i n g 
t h a t Fr. M c C a r t h y ' s t e r m as Pr io r in Sr. 
M a r y ' s A u g u s t i n i a n A b b e y h e r e in 

B a l l y h a u n i s w a s c o m i n g to a n e n d . 
N a t u r a l l y t h e q u e s t i o n a rose w h o w o u l d 
r e p l a c e h i m ? T h e p rov inc i a l after consu l t a ­
t i o n w i t h h i s t e a m m a d e t h e fo l lowing 
a p p o i n t m e n t s : Fr. M c C a r t h y a n d Fr. J o h n 
O ' C o n n o r w e r e l e a v i n g w h i l e Fr. M i c h a e l 
C o l l e n d e r a n d Fr. T i m B. Walsh w e r e c o m i n g 
to St. Mary ' s Abbey . 

Fr. Collender h a s b e e n a p p o i n t e d 
as Prior. H e is p r o b a b l y t h e y o u n g e s t Pr ior 
i n I r e l a n d . H e is a n a t i v e of D u n g a r v a n , 
C o u n t y Waterford. After o r d i n a t i o n h e w a s 
a p p o i n t e d to t h e A u g u s t i n i a n h o u s e i n 
G a l w a y and , af ter two y e a r s , was t r a n s f e r r e d 
to N e w Ross. N o w h e is se t t l ed h e r e in 
Ba l lyhaun i s . H e is v e r y i n t e r e s t e d in t h e 
H i s t o r y of t h e Abbey . H i s m a i n h o p e is to 
fol low t h e A u g u s t i n i a n t r ad i t i on h e r e in 
Ba l lyhaun i s , to ge t to k n o w the p e o p l e , give 
t i m e to t h e m a n d l i s t en to t h e m . 

Fr. Tim Walsh h a s c o m e from t h e 
D u n g a r v a n A u g u s t i n i a n H o u s e . H e is a 
n a t i v e of Ba l ly l ande r s i n C o u n t y L imer i ck . 
H e is a v e r y k e e n L i m e r i c k m a n a n d will 
love to m e e t y o u if y o u hail f rom t h e r e . 
F a t h e r h a s s p e n t m a n y y e a r s o n t h e mis ­
s ions : twen ty - fou r y e a r s i n Niger ia a n d four 
in t h e U.S.A. O n h i s r e t u r n h o m e h e was 
t r a n s f e r r e d to D u n g a r v a n . H e is a v e r y k e e n 
G.A.A. fan a n d l oves to w a t c h all g a m e s o n 
T.V. w h e n h e is f ree . C o m i n g f rom 
D u n g a r v a n w h e r e t h e h o u s e is on t h e s t ree t , 
F a t h e r f o u n d St. Mary ' s A b b e y a q u i e t p l ace : 
h e m i s s e d t h e no i s e of t r u c k s a n d ca r s h e 
w a s a c c u s t o m e d to in D u n g a r v a n . H e loves 
to w a l k d o w n t o w n a n d l e a r n t h e different 
s t r ee t s , s h o p s a n d o u t l y i n g reg ions . Fr. 
C o l l e n d e r a n d Fr. Walsh a r e w i s h e d e v e r y 
h a p p i n e s s a n d b l e s s ing in Sr. Mary ' s Abbey . 

Fr. V i n c e n t M c C a r t h y is t a k i n g a 
S a b b a t i c a l a n d Fr. J o h n O ' C o n n o r w a s 
a p p o i n t e d to Ga lway . You m a y h a v e r ead in 
pas t i s s u e s of A n n a g h of t he i r work h e r e in 
B a l l y h a u n i s . We w i s h t h e m h e a l t h a n d 
h a p p i n e s s in t h e y e a r s to c o m e . 

Fr. Michael Collender, O.S.A. 

Fr. John O'Connor, O.S.A. Fr. Vincent McCarthy, O.S.A. 
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BALLYHAUNIS 

T 
h i s fun l o v i n g S o c i e t y 
s p r a n g f rom t h e idea l i s t ic 
m i n d s of a s m a l l n u m b e r 

of p e o p l e i n B a l l y h a u n i s s o m e 
five y e a r s ago . 

T h e Soc ie ty , w e a r e d e l i g h t e d 
t o see , is g o i n g f rom s t r e n g t h to 
s t r e n g t h e a c h year . 1997 is n o 
e x c e p t i o n to t h i s t r e n d . A w e a l t h 
of t a l e n t h a s s p r u n g forth f rom 
t h e C o m m u n i t y o v e r t h e r e c e n t 
m o n t h s a n d t h e Soc ie ty is v e r y 
exc i t ed a b o u t t h e i n t e r e s t t h a t 
h a s b e e n e x p r e s s e d in t h e i r forth­
c o m i n g p r o d u c t i o n "Fiddler o n 
t h e Roof." T h e c o m p e t i t i o n for 
t h e p a r t s in t h e s h o w cou ld o n l y 
b e d e s c r i b e d a s p h e n o m e n a l a n d 
n o w r e h e a r s a l s a r e in full sw ing . 

M a r c h 1998 is t h e d a t e for t h e 
s h o w a n d w e w e l c o m e a n y sug­
g e s t i o n s t h a t p e o p l e feel t h e y 
w o u l d l ike to m a k e . P lease con­
t a c t t h e u n d e r m e n t i o n e d 
C o m m i t t e e M e m b e r s s h o u l d y o u 
w i s h to offer a n y adv i ce o r ass is­
t a n c e c o n c e r n i n g t h e fo r thcom­
ing p r o d u c t i o n . 

C h a i r p e r s o n : Mis s N u a l a 
F i tzgera ld , Bridge St.; Sec re t a ry : 
Miss D e i r d r e Moran , G a l w a y Rd.; 
PRO: Miss Pau la Moran , Main St. 

T h e Soc ie ty h a s j u s t c o m p l e t ­
e d its m a j o r fundra i s ing func­
t i o n s for t h e s e a s o n . T h e 2nd 
A n n u a l fash ion s h o w w a s a g rea t 
s u c c e s s a n d t h e Soc ie ty wou ld 
l ike to t h a n k all t h e i r m o d e l s a n d 
t he i r s p o n s o r s for t h e i r s u p p o r t . 
We w o u l d a l so l ike to t h a n k all of 
t h e p e o p l e w h o a t t e n d e d t h e 
e v e n t a n d w e look forward to 

6y NuaCa TitzgeraCd 
Chairperson 

s e e i n g y o u all aga in a t t h e s h o w 
"Fiddler o n t h e R o o f i n M a r c h 
1998. 

T h e p r o g r a m m e for t h e s h o w 
is b e i n g p r e p a r e d a t p r e s e n t b y 
t h e C o m m i t t e e and , s h o u l d y o u 
w i s h to h a v e a n i n p u t , p l e a s e ta lk 
to o u r P.R.O. Miss Pau la M o r a n , 
w h o wil l b e d e l i g h t e d to a n s w e r 
y o u r q u e s t i o n s . 

M e a n w h i l e , t h e fash ion r a m p 
h a s b e e n t u c k e d a w a y a n d t h e 
m e m b e r s of t h e Mus ica l Soc ie ty 
n o w t u r n to t h e p r o d u c t i o n i n 
h a n d . "F idd l e r o n t h e R o o f 
r e h e a r s a l s t ake p l a c e i n " T h e 
Haze l" o n T h u r s d a y n i g h t s a n d 
p l a c e s in t h e c h o r u s c a n still b e 
o b t a i n e d . Mr. Ray L e o n a r d is 
p r o d u c i n g a n d w o r k s w i t h t h e 
P r i n c i p a l s w h i l e Mr. J o h n 
A l d r i d g e r e t u r n s a s M u s i c a l 
Director . 

T h i s y e a r r e h e a r s a l s a r e differ­
e n t for t h e m e m b e r s tha t h a v e 
b e e n w i t h t he s h o w s ince t h e 
b e g i n n i n g . T h i s is t h e first y e a r 
w e will b e w i t h o u t t ha t g r ea t 
"Wild Bill H i c k o c k " a n d 
" P r o f e s s o r H i g g i n s " n a m e l y 
Michea l H o r a n . M i c h e a l a n d 
Mar ie H o r a n h a v e m o v e d b a c k to 
t he East Coas t to m a n a g e a bus i ­
n e s s t h e r e a n d t h e Soc ie ty wish­
e s t h e m t h e bes t of l uck in t h e i r 
n e w life. We h o p e to h a v e t h e m 
back a s g u e s t s for t h e c o m i n g 
p r o d u c t i o n in March . 

Bernard Freyne, 
Mary Grogan-Mullen, Brian Byrne. 
Born In Clare St in 1947, Celebrated 

their SOth birthday in July '97 

Moreen Mortons Stations. Churchpark 
Back row: Geraldine Rowlings; 

Brendan, Marie & John McNicholas. 
Front: Noreen Horkan, 

Fr. Austin Cribbin. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
M e e t i n g s he ld in the 

Old Convent School: 
Sunday nights 

8 . 3 0 p m ( w i n t e r ) : 
9 . 0 0 p m ( s u m m e r ) . 

TSaye b0 



By Jove He Bid It!! 
A FAREWELL TO 
MICHEAL A N D MARIE HORAN 
by Annate %svin jfemy fr0™ ^aCCyHaunis MusicalSociety 

T h e B a l l y h a u n i s m u s i c a l soci­
e t y w a s f o u n d e d five y e a r s ago. 
M i c h e a l H o r a n w a s o n e of t h e 
f o u n d e r m e m b e r s . Litt le d id w e 
k n o w at t h e t i m e w h a t a t a l en t 
w o u l d e m e r g e i n t h e fol lowing 
y e a r s . 

O n e of t h e i s s u e s w h i c h faced 
t h e n e w l y f o u n d e d soc ie ty w a s to 
f ind a n a p p r o p r i a t e v e n u e for 
r e h e a r s a l s . M i c h e a l a n d Mar i e 
k i n d l y v o l u n t e e r e d to a l low u s 
u s e t h e f u n c t i o n r o o m a b o v e 
t h e i r p r e m i s e s , "The Tudor Inn . " 
T h e p u b q u i c k l y b e c a m e s y n o n y ­
m o u s w i t h t h e Mus ica l Society . 

We k i c k e d off i n 1993 w i t h o u r 
first p r o d u c t i o n "Ca lami ty J a n e . " 
M i c h a e l l a n d e d t h e l e a d i n g ro le 
as Wild Bill H i c k o c k (we w o n ­
d e r e d h a d h e u s e d h i s p r e m i s e s , 
a s b r i b r e y b u t w e w e r e l a t e 
p r o v e d w r o n g ! ) . T h e fol lowing 
y e a r h e l a n d e d to p l u m role of 
Professor H i g g i n s in " M y Fair 
l ady" a n d h e d e l i v e r e d t h e k i n d 
of p ro fe s s iona l p e r f o r m a n c e tha t 
e v e n Rex H a r r i s o n w o u l d h a v e 
b e e n p r o u d of. A u d i e n c e s w e r e 
s t u n n e d b y h i s a c t i n g a n d 
s ing ing p r o w e s s . H e nex t p l a y e d 
J u d d F r y i n " O k l a h o m a ! " A 
m u c h d a r k e r a n d d i f ferent char ­
a c t e r w h o m h e aga in p o r t r a y e d 
f l a w l e s s l y . H i s r e n d i t i o n of 
" l o n e l y r o o m " p r o v e d a r e a l 
s h o w s t o p p e r . P e r h a p s h i s nex t 
r o l e p r e s e n t e d h i m w i t h h i s 
g r ea t e s t c h a l l e n g e , as h e h a d to 
act t h e p a r t of a 'd i r ty old m a n ' in 
"The Boyfr iend"! T h i s w a s s o m e ­
t h i n g o f a c a m e o r o l e b u t 

Micheal , b e i n g t h e ac to r h e is, 
m a d e the p e r f o r m a n c e m e m o ­
rable as u sua l . 

As well a s b e i n g a l ead ing m a n 
o n the s tage h e was also ac t ive ly 
invo lved in all of t h e soc ie ty ' s 
social a n d fund-rais ing act iv i t ies 
w h i c h i n c l u d e d carol s ing ing , 
t ea -par t i es s t r aw b o y s a n d a six­
t i e s n igh t w h e r e h i m s e l f a n d 
Marie cu t a great dash o n the 
d a n c e floor. Micheal a n d Marie 
w e r e grea t a m b a s s a d o r s for t he 
Soc ie ty a n d t h e y m a d e t h e i r 
p r e s e n c e felt w h e r e v e r t h e y 
w e n t , w h e t h e r it w a s to t h e 
Galway r ace s (!), o r to s ee pro­
d u c t i o n s p e r f o r m e d b y o t h e r 
mus ica l soc ie t ies . 

Ray Leonard, 
Michael Horan (on right) 

Courtesy of Phillip Stratford, Photographer. 

We in t h e Society w e r e v e r y 
sad a n d so r ry to say farewell to 
Michea l a n d Mar ie w h e n t h e y 
m o v e d b a c k to t he East coas t ear ­
l ier th i s year . O n a p e r s o n a l n o t e 
Michea l w a s t h e b e s t l e a d i n g 
m a n I e v e r h a d t h e p l e a s u r e of 
p l ay ing oppos i t e a n d future p ro ­
d u c t i o n s will no t b e t h e s a m e 
w i t h o u t h i m . We h o p e t h a t 
Micheal a n d Mar ie will r e t u r n in 
March to s ee o u r l a tes t s h o w 
"Fiddler on t h e Roof." We cer­
t a in ly l ook fo rward to s e e i n g 
t h e m b o t h a n d h e a r i n g Michea l 
s ing " H e y it 's good to b e b a c k 
h o m e again"! 

"Qqedl 
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My Life in Africa 
I was born on the 21st of October 

1932, the eldest of nine children, to 
Bridget and Roger Healy of 
Ballindrehid. I was educated at the 
Convent in Ballyhaunis and then at St. 
Louis Convent in Balla. After school, I 
did my nursing training at St. Steven's 
Hospital and worked at the Rotunda 
Hospital in Dublin. There I met my 
husband, John Hyslop, a South African 
studying medicine at Trinity College. 

We were married on the 30th of 
November 1957 at Our Lady of 
Victories church in Kensington and 
afterwards, much to my mother's dis­
tress, set sail for Africa. We first trav­
elled across Europe and caught our 
ship "The Africa" at Brundisi in Italy, 
sailing though the Suez Canal to 
Durban, Natal. On board, we met some 
Italians who were en route to Rhodesia 
(now called Zimbabwe) to build the 
Kariba dam on its border. Among them 
were several nuns and priests, and one 
of the highlights of my voyage was the 
"midnight mass" that was held on the 
upper deck under the stars. 

We arrived in Durban on the 28th of 
December to a tremendous welcome 
by my new Hyslop family and were 
immediately taken to their home-town, 
Howick, fifty miles inland in the Natal 
midlands. My mother-in-law, Tuli, 
always held a splendid New Year's Eve 
party in true Scottish tradition and this 
was where memories of Ireland were 
brought and I retired to my bedroom a 
very lonely, homesick colleen. 

However, I was young and in love 
and so put my mind to building my 
new home. With the help of Tuli, I 
shopped for furniture, curtains and all 
the essentials. She was fantastic, 
despite having to spend much of her 
time caring for her husband who was 
confined to a wheelchair. In those 
days, people "called officially" to wel­
come you, and we had many visitors, 
particularly around afternoon tea. This 
was all a new experience for me. I 
acquired a maid and a gardener and 
learned to cope with running a home 
and raising children. My first son, 
Roderick, was born in 1959, followed by 
David a year later and then a daughter, 
Jane in 1963. Rod and David are mar­
ried and I have two grandchildren 
(with a third on the way). 

When I arrived in Howick, I joined 

By Noreen OHysCop 
the congregation at St. Joseph's 
Catholic Church. Then, there were 
only six whites in the parish; the rest 
blacks. I loved their melodious singing, 
but was horrified when the ladies pro­
ceeded to breast feed their babies dur­
ing mass. I still attend the same church 
and now take everything in my stride. 

In 1957, Howick was a small town 
with only a few shops, one garage, two 
hotels and a rubber factory. The 
Howick Falls is a favourite site for 
tourists: they are 321 feet high and 
known to the Africans as kwaNogqaza 
(place of the tall one). The first inhab­
itant of the town of Howick - named 
after the Northumberland home of Earl 
Grey, the British Colonial Secretary -
was a hotel keeper who provided a 
ferry service across the Falls. 
Unfortunately, his young son was 
swept over the falls during a flood. A 
pile of stones marks his grave at the 
foot of the waterfall. Now, a modern 
bridge has replaced the ford. Midmar 
Dam, three miles outside the town, is 
also a scenic holiday resort. 

Today, Howick is very much larger 
(although still considered a small town) 
and its character has also changed, due 
partly to the increase of commerce and 
industry in the area. Howick is 365 
feet above sea level and has a temper­
ate climate. We get a warm, wet sum­
mer and a dry, cold winter, with frost 
and snow on the surrounding hills. I 

have only once seen snow in Howick 
proper. 

Southern Africa is very beautiful 
country indeed. First time visitors are 
often struck by vast distances between 
the major cities: six hours between 
Durban and Johannesburg; sixteen 
hours between Cape Town and 
Johannesburg. Cape Town has become 
the new playground for the world's rich 
and famous and is spread around the 
base of the famous Table Mountain. 
The Cape is also well known for its 
excellent wines and Cape Dutch tradi­
tion. 

The Natal province (now known as 
KwaZulu Natal) has a distinct British 
heritage and beautiful stretches of long 
sandy beaches. The Midlands - where 
Howick is situated - produces nearly 
50% of the farming income for the 
province, and boasts abundant grazing 
and water to support dairy farms, beef 
studs and a stable of top race horse 
breeding and training establishments. 
It is a mountainous region, containing 
the majestic Drakensberg range. 
Johannesburg (now known as 
Gauteng) is made up of high society 
and big business. The city works at a 
fever pitch - something that it has done 
since it was founded in 1886, when 
prospectors first realised there was gold 
in the area. Today, about half of the 
new gold found in the world each year 
comes from South Africa. The eastern 
Transvaal is also a major tourist area 
and is home to quaint mining towns 
like Pilgrim's Rest, the opulent Sun 
City, and a prolific range of Wildlife in 
the Kruger National Park. 

A trip to southern Africa is a mem­
orable one indeed, as has been my life 
in Howick for the last forty years. 

The Healy Family, Ballindrehid. Back row L to R: Frank Healy, Mary Healy, Ciara Healy, 
Irene Healy, Vincent Healy, Betty Coen, Peter Healy. Front row: Ron Noone, Noreen 
Hyslop, Vincent Healy, Nellie Noone, Tony Healy, Lillie Healy, Clare & Ronan Healy. 



Fine Gael Celebrates 

The Higgins Family and Supporters celebrate Jim's election to the Dáil, 
June 1997. Jim, with his wife Marian (centre) and their family (L to R): 
Lorna, Tara, Olivia and Maria. 
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pwas a y e a r 
of m u c h 
c e l e b r a t i o n 

for t h e B a l l y h a u n i s F i n e Gael 
c a m p . Local T.D. a n d ou tgo ing 
G o v e r n m e n t C h i e f W h i p 
M i n i s t e r J i m H i g g i n s s w e p t b a c k 
to t h e Dai l w i t h a final ta l ly of 
11,163 v o t e s a n d p l a y e d a ma jo r 
p a r t i n w r e s t i n g a h i s t o r i c t h r e e 
s ea t s for t h e p a r t y i n t h e n e w 
M a y o five s e a t C o n s t i t u e n c y . 

I n h i s v i c t o r y s p e e c h in t he 
T r a v e l l e r s ' F r i e n d H o t e l , 
Cas t lebar , J i m w a s l o u d in h i s 
p r a i s e of t h e g r e a t s u p p o r t h e got 
f rom t h e B a l l y h a u n i s e l e c t i o n 
m a c h i n e w h i c h h e l p e d to de l iver 
6 0 % of t h e v o t e to h i m in t he 
a r ea ' s four po l l i ng s t a t ions . His 
v i c t o r y , h o w e v e r , w a s t i n g e d 
w i t h s a d n e s s a t t h e loss of t he 
Dail s e a t of h i s f r iend, t h e long 
s e r v i n g F i a n n a Fail D e p u t y , P.J. 
Mor l ey . 

T h e p a r t y c e l e b r a t e d fu r the r 
w h e n J o h n B r u t o n a n n o u n c e d 

h i s pa r ty ' s n e w front b e n c h in 
S e p t e m b e r a n d J i m w a s e l eva ted 
to t h e p r e s t i g i o u s p o s i t i o n of 
s h a d o w M i n i s t e r for J u s t i c e , 
Equa l i ty a n d Law Reform. 

I F O T 
by (Eugene Morley (FRO 

T h e b r a n c h h a d a r e c o r d 
Na t iona l Col lec t ion i n Augus t . It 
h e l d e igh t m e e t i n g s t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e y e a r a n d m e m b e r s w e r e v e r y 
p r o u d to ass is t M a r y Bano t t i in 
h e r P r e s i d e n t i a l b i d . At t h e 
A.G.M. a vo te of c o n g r a t u l a t i o n 
w a s p a s s e d to J i m a n d loca l 
Counc i l l o r Pat Higg ins for e n s u r ­
i n g t h a t Ba l lyhaun i s wil l s h o r t l y 
s e e w o r k u n d e r w a y o n a n e w 
mul t i -mi l l i on p o u n d , s ta te-of- the-
a r t w a t e r a n d s e w e r a g e s c h e m e . 

Officers: 
Pres iden t : 

Michae l Webb; 
Vice P re s iden t : 

M a r y Buckley; 
C h a i r p e r s o n : 

Tony Cr ibbin; 
Sec re ta ry : 

H e l e n Lyons ; 
Record ing Secre ta ry : 

D e n i s e M o r a n ; 
T rea su re r s : 

Michae l J o h n Walsh 
a n d S e a m u s Walsh; 

PRO: 
E u g e n e Mor ley . 

Mrs. Frances Maye, Aisling Drive, being presented with the Golden Drop 
Award by President Mary Robinson. 
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T h e Morley Medal 
En n i s , Sa tu rday , S e p t e m b e r 

6 t h 1997; t i m e 5.02 p . m . 
T h e ba l l is i n t h e h a n d s of 

M a y o fo rwa rd T b n y Mor l ey ; h e 
r a c e s p a s t t h e K e r r y full-back 
a n d , f rom t w e l v e y a r d s , p u t s a 
p o w e r f u l s h o t in to t h e n e t for a 
M a y o goa l . A p p r o x i m a t e l y sev­
e n t y m i n u t e s later , M a y o h a s 
b e a t e n K e r r y i n t h e 1997 All 
I r e l a n d J u n i o r Footbal l F ina l a n d 
a n All I r e l a n d m e d a l is o n i ts w a y 
to o n e of t h e m o s t f a m o u s foot­
ba l l h o u s e s in B a l l y h a u n i s : T h e 
M o r l e y H o u s e h o l d . 

T o n y h a s j o i n e d t h e l a t e 
Cha r l i e Ph i l i p s (1957) , t h e l a t e 
"Doc" H e a l y (1957) , J o h n Biesty 
(1957) a n d Dav id N e s t o r (1995) 
a s B a l l y h a u n i s m e n w h o h a v e 
w o n All I r e l a n d J u n i o r football 
m e d a l s . 

T h e M o r l e y n a m e h a s a l ong 
a n d d i s t i n g u i s h e d a s s o c i a t i o n 
w i t h t h e G.A.A in Ba l lyhaun i s . 
Tbny ' s g r e a t - g r a n d u n c l e s David 

by <Eamon Murren 

a n d M a r t i n M o r l e y w e r e f o u n d e r 
m e m b e r s of St. Pa t r ick ' s G.A.A. 
C l u b i n B a l l y h a u n i s in 1886 . 
Tony ' s g r a n d f a t h e r Ph i l ip w a s a 
g r e a t s e r v a n t of B a l l y h a u n i s foot­
bal l : h e w a s a m e m b e r of t h e 
g rea t E r in ' s H o p e t e a m , a p i c t u r e 
of w h i c h c a n b e s e e n i n 
R a t t i g a n ' s Bar, Knox St. a n d 
C u r l e y ' s Bar, Clare St. Ph i l ip w a s 
a l i f e - long s u p p o r t e r of t h e 
B a l l y h a u n i s G.A.A c l u b un t i l h i s 
d e a t h . T o n y ' s fa ther , T o n y 
M o r l e y senior , a l so s e r v e d t h e 
B a l l y h a u n i s G.A.A. C l u b w i t h 
d i s t i nc t i on . I n d e e d , w e r e it n o t 
for e m i g r a t i o n , m a n y footbal l 
s u p p o r t e r s felt t h a t T o n y w o u l d 
h a v e m a d e t h e M a y o t e a m in t h e 
l a t e s ix t ies a n d ea r ly s e v e n t i e s . 
W h e n I b n y did r e t u r n to I r e l a n d 
in t h e m i d - s e v e n t i e s h e r e s u m e d 
h i s c a r e e r w i t h B a l l y h a u n i s . 
Today , T o n y S e n i o r is t h e 

M a n a g e r of t h e B a l l y h a u n i s 
t e a m . 

T o n y Jun io r , a p a r t f rom h i s 
All I r e l a n d J u n i o r , a l so h a s 
C o n n a c h t S e n i o r m e d a l s to h i s 
c red i t . H i s b r o t h e r s Dav id a n d 
J a s o n a r e a l so t a l e n t e d foot­
ba l l e r s . Dav id r e c e n t l y r e t u r n e d 
af ter a n u m b e r of y e a r s i n t h e 
U.S. H e p l a y e d for M a y o a t 
m i n o r a n d u n d e r - 2 1 l eve l . T h e 
b a b y of t h e fami ly - J a s o n - w a s a 
m e m b e r of t h e M a y o J u n i o r 
p a n e l t h i s y e a r b u t , d u e to p r e s ­
s u r e of work , h a d to d r o p o u t of 
t h e p a n e l . M o t h e r J o s i e - a 
p r o u d Cla re w o m a n - is a r e g u l a r 
at all B a l l y h a u n i s m a t c h e s . S h e 
s h o w s t h e s a m e love a n d p a s s i o n 
for t h e g a m e a s h e r h u s b a n d a n d 
s o n s . W i t h g r a n d s o n R o b e r t 
a l r e a d y k i c k i n g a ba l l a t t h e age 
of e i g h t e e n m o n t h s , it l o o k s l ike 
t h e M o r l e y c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e 
B a l l y h a u n i s G.A.A. c lub is safe 
for a n o t h e r g e n e r a t i o n a t leas t . 

Ballyhaunis Team 1977. Back row L to R: Tommy Egan, Des Lyons, Tony Cribbin, Tony Morley, Luke Murray, 
Padraic Prendergast RIP, Eamonn Glynn, Padraic Cunniffe. Front: Tom McGuire, John Prenty, 

Eamonn Murren, Tommy Moran RIP, Billy Lyons, Mike Murphy, Pat Freeley. 
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Changing Times 
Isn ' t it a m a z i n g h o w t i m e s 

c h a n g e t h e d e m a n d for cer­
t a in g o o d s a n d s e rv i ce s? It 

w a s o n l y las t w e e k , w h e n I was 
in a s h o p in Ba l lyhaun i s , a n d I 
w i t n e s s e d a l a d y t r y ing to b u y a n 
e n a m e l b u c k e t , t h a t t h i s c o n c e p t 
r ea l ly h i t m e . E n a m e l b u c k e t s , I 
d i s cove red , a r e a s sca rce a s h e n s ' 
t e e t h . 

I t h e n p o n d e r e d o n t h e m a n y 
h o u s e h o l d i t e m s t h a t d o n ' t s e e m 
to b e a r o u n d a n y m o r e . T h i n g s 
s u c h as Ca rbo l i c Soap, Card ina l 
Red Polish, L iqu id Paraffin, Mild-
C u r e d Bacon , E p s o m Salts, Mrs. 
C u l l e n ' s P o w d e r : all s e e m to b e 
t h i n g of t h e pas t . G r a n t e d , s o m e 
of t h e m a r e still in e x i s t e n c e b u t 
t h e y d o n ' t s e e m to b e a d v e r t i s e d 
m u c h . 

W h e n w a s t h e las t t i m e y o u 
t a s t e d a S c r i b o n a cake , a C h e s t e r 
cake , Bull 's Eyes , Peggy 's Leg or 
go t a p r e s e n t of Rock f rom 
D u b l i n ? All of t h e above s e e m to 
h a v e b e e n r e p l a c e d b y t h ings 
s u c h as Panacu r , Yoghur ts , 2-in-l 
C o n d i t i o n e r s , G a m m o n s t e a k s 
a n d M i c r o w a v e s . 

E v e n t h e g a m e s w e p l a y e d as 
k id s h a v e c h a n g e d : Hop-Scotch , 
3 - t i p s , Red Rover, D r a u g h t s , 
S n a k e s a n d L a d d e r s , h a v e all 
b e e n r e p l a c e d b y v ideo g a m e s . 
Watch ing t h e film T h e Fugi t ive 
o n T.V r e c e n t l y b r o u g h t b a c k 
m e m o r i e s of t h e old T.V. pro­
g r a m m e s . H o w w e l o n g e d for 
T h u r s d a y n i g h t s to s ee if Dr. 
R ichard K i m b l e w o u l d c a t c h t he 
o n e - a r m e d m a n b e f o r e Lt. 
G e r r a n d c a p t u r e d Kimble . O t h e r 
favour i tes of t h e t i m e w e r e T h e 
Virg in ian , Q u i c k s i l v e r - "stop the 
l ights!" - a n d , of c o u r s e , T h e 
R i o r d a n s - "Get u p t h e yard , 
Benjy!" 

A lot of o t h e r t h i n g s h a v e 
c h a n g e d d o w n t h e y e a r s , for 
e x a m p l e : h o w m a n y p e o p l e 
s a lu t e a p r i e s t w h e n t h e y m e e t 
h i m ? H o w m a n y w o m e n n o w 
c o v e r t h e i r h e a d s in c h u r c h ? 

6y (Eamon Murren 

H o w m a n y b l a c k s m i t h s l ive in 
y o u r a r e a ? H o w m a n y m e n 
c h e w p lug tobacco? H o w m a n y 
w o m e n d r i n k B a b y c h a m ? H o w 
m a n y f a rmer s n o w k e e p Flexys, 
Charolais , L i m o u s i n s i n s t e a d of 
t h e good old S h o r t h o r n ? E v e n 
t h e pub l i can w h o o n c e o n l y sold 
d r i n k a n d tobacco is n o w se l l ing 
e v e r y t h i n g f rom c u p s to con­
d o m s . T h e list goes o n a n d on . 
H a v e t i m e s c h a n g e d for t h e be t ­
t e r ? I w o n d e r ! 

Inc iden ta l ly , t he l a d y did n o t 
ge t h e r e n a m e l b u c k e t . She h a d 
to se t t le for a ga lvan i sed o n e . 
But, t h e n aga in t h e r e a re no t 
m a n y p e o p l e c h u r n i n g n o w 
ei ther . 

(above) Mrs. Kate Flatley, Main St. 
outside her Café in I960. 

(below) Paddy O'Brien outside his 
shop and Martina Lyons, Bekan, 

related to Michael Lyons, who had an 
egg business in Clare St. (early 60s) 
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Spirit of the West 
Wh e n it c o m e s t o g o o d 

o r g a n i s a t i o n a n d 

a d v a n c e p l a n n i n g it is 
h a r d to b e a t t h e A m e r i c a n s . T h e 
p e o p l e w h o o r g a n i s e t h e 
A m e r i c a n C h a m p i o n s h i p s of 
I r i sh D a n c i n g a r e n o e x c e p t i o n 
a n d s o w e w e r e a w a r e s i n c e e a r l y 
l a s t y e a r t h a t t h e C h a m p i o n s h i p s 
o f 1997 w e r e t o b e h e l d i n 
V a n c o u v e r , C a n a d a . As 
V a n c o u v e r is l o c a t e d o n t h e West 
C o a s t of C a n a d a , a n d a b o u t s ix 
t h o u s a n d m i l e s f rom I r e l and , m y 
p a r e n t s felt it w a s r a t h e r a l ong 
d i s t a n c e to t r ave l a n d t h e y w o n ­
d e r e d if I c o u l d n ' t find a c o m p e ­
t i t i on n e a r e r h o m e . It w a s a t i m e 
for q u i c k t h i n k i n g so I r e m i n d e d 
t h e m t h a t I h a d a n a u n t l iv ing in 
V a n c o u v e r w h o h a d n e v e r h a d a 
vis i t f rom h e r fami ly in I r e l a n d 
a n d w a s n ' t it a b o u t t i m e s h e h a d 
a v i s i t a n d w o u l d n ' t s h e b e 
t h r i l l e d e tc . A n d so it w a s dec id­
ed . We w o u l d t rave l to C a n a d a a t 
t h e e n d of J u n e 1997. M y Dad 
c o u l d visi t h i s l o n g lost s i s t e r a n d 
I c o u l d c o n c e n t r a t e o n t h e ser i ­
o u s b u s i n e s s of D a n c i n g . . . . s o m e ­
t h i n g to l ook fo rward to . 

by Heather HVoone 
(see photograph on cover) 

We f lew f rom D u b l i n to 
L o n d o n o n S u n d a y m o r n i n g 
J u n e 29th . As wel l a s m y M u m 
a n d Dad, t h e r e w a s m y s i s t e r 
C a r o l i n e a n d m y f r i end Aoifa 
f rom Sl igo a n d m y D a n c i n g 
T e a c h e r f rom D o n e g a l . F r o m 
L o n d o n w e c a u g h t a flight to 
Toron to , a n d f rom t h e r e , a final 
c o n n e c t i o n to Vancouver . We 
h a d s o m e m i n o r d r a m a tn 
T o r o n t o w h e n o u r luggage w e n t 
mi s s ing , a s t a t e of affairs w h i c h 
a p p e a r e d to u p s e t m y p a r e n t s . 
As I h a d t a k e n t h e p r e c a u t i o n of 
k e e p i n g m y D a n c i n g C o s t u m e 

a n d s h o e s w i t h m e , I w a s l e s s 
c o n c e r n e d ! By a r e m a r k a b l e 
c o i n c i d e n c e w e m e t a f e m a l e 
s e c u r i t y off icer i n T o r o n t o 
A i r p o r t w h o w a s b o r n i n 
B a l l y h a u n i s , a one - in - a -mi l l i on 
c h a n c e . I ' m n o t s u r e if s h e to ld 
u s h e r n a m e ; if s h e d id w e h a v e 
forgo t ten it, b u t s h e t ook con t ro l 
of t h e s i t u a t i o n a n d got u s to o u r 
final fl ight to Vancouver . It w a s 
d a r k b y t h e n a n d w e s l ep t m o s t 
of t h e w a y . 

My a u n t a n d h e r h u s b a n d m e t 
u s a t V a n c o u v e r A i r p o r t a n d 
d rove u s to t he i r h o m e in Whi t e 
Rock, a l o v e l y q u i e t s u b u r b , 
a b o u t o n e h o u r ' s d r i v e f r o m 
d o w n t o w n Vancouver . I n t h e 
m o r n i n g w e c a u g h t o u r first 
g l i m p s e o f t h e Pacif ic O c e a n 
f rom o u r b e d r o o m w i n d o w . M y 
a u n t h a d p r e p a r e d wel l for o u r 
visi t a n d t h e loca l C o m m u n i t y 
Hal l w a s m a d e ava i lab le to u s for 
d a n c i n g p rac t i ce . T h e d o w n s i d e 
of t h i s a r r a n g e m e n t w a s t h a t all 
t h e n e i g h b o u r s d r o p p e d i n to 
w a t c h t h e b u d d i n g 
" R i v e r d a n c e r s " in a c t i o n . M y 
a u n t h a d a r r a n g e d t h a t w e w o u l d 
p u t o n a full p e r f o r m a n c e for 
t h e m o n e e v e n i n g . In t h e mid ­
d le of t h i s m y s i s te r Ca ro l i ne fell 
a n d d a m a g e d h e r a n k l e . She 
s p e n t t h e nex t w e e k h o b b l i n g 
a r o u n d o n c r u t c h e s b o r r o w e d 
f o r m t h e loca l h o s p i t a l , h e r 
D a n c i n g C h a m p i o n s h i p o v e r 
be fo re it b e g a n . 

Two d a y s before m y c o m p e t i ­
t ion w e left m y a u n t a n d m o v e d 
to a h o t e l in t h e c e n t r e of 
Vancouver , a b o u t t e n m i n u t e s 
walk from t h e H y a t t Ho te l w h e r e 
t h e D a n c i n g C h a m p i o n s h i p s 
w e r e b e i n g he ld . We h a d s o m e 
s p a r e t i m e to explore V a n c o u v e r 
- said to b e o n e of t h e m o s t b e a u ­
tiful c i t ies in t h e wor ld . We visit­

ed C h i n a t o w n , w h i c h h a s a p o p ­
u l a t i o n of a b o u t o n e h u n d r e d 
t h o u s a n d , a n d G a s t o w n w h i c h is 
t h e o ldes t p a r t of t h e ci ty a n d w e 
h i r e d b i c y c l e s a n d e x p l o r e d 
S tan ley Park, a n a r e a of s e v e r a l 
h u n d r e d a c r e s w i t h l a k e s a n d 
w o o d l a n d r igh t in t h e c e n t r e of 
t h e c i ty . 

O n t h e e v e of m y c o m p e t i t i o n 
I v i s i t ed t h e H y a t t Ho te l . I n e e d ­
e d a final p r a c t i c e o n t h e s tage 
a n d I n e e d e d to c h e c k o u t t h e 
d a n c e r s i n m y age g r o u p . T h e r e 
w e r e o n e h u n d r e d a n d fifty l i s t ed 
to d a n c e i n c l u d i n g t h e h o l d e r of 
t h e C h a m p i o n s h i p , a l o c a l 
C a n a d i a n girl . T o m o r r o w w o u l d 
b e a l o n g day! As I w a s l eav ing , 
I c a u g h t s ight of a d a n c e r I recog­
n i s e d - t h e All I r e l a n d C h a m p i o n 
a n d World C h a m p i o n f rom 1996 
h a d m a d e t h e t r ip f rom E n g l a n d 
to b e h e r e . T o m o r r o w w o u l d b e a 
long a n d difficult day! 

W h e n t h e a l a r m c lock i n o u r 
b e d r o o m w e n t off a t 6.30 a .m . I 
w a s a l r e a d y a w a k e . I d id n o t feel 
l ike e a t i n g b u t m y m u m ins i s t ed . 
A final c h e c k to m a k e c e r t a i n 
t h a t I h a d forgo t ten n o t h i n g a n d 
w e w e r e off. T h e C o m p e t i t i o n 
c o m m e n c e d a t 8.30 a . m . a s 
s c h e d u l e d . All t h e c o m p e t i t o r s 
w o u l d d a n c e t w o r o u n d s in t h e 
m o r n i n g w i t h t h e t o p t h i r t y pe r ­
c e n t b e i n g r e c a l l e d i n t h e after­
n o o n for a t h i r d r o u n d . I c a m e 
t h r o u g h m y first d a n c e w i t h n o 
ma jo r p r o b l e m s a n d felt fairly 
p l e a s e d . H o w e v e r , t h e loca l 
C a n a d i a n girl d a n c e d b r i l l i an t l y 
a n d w o n t h e first r o u n d . R o u n d 
t w o w e n t v e r y wel l for m e , b u t 
a lso for t h e Eng l i sh dance r . We 
w e r e all r e c a l l e d for t h e dec i s ive 
a f t e r n o o n r o u n d a n d I k n e w it 
w a s v e r y c lose . My t h i r d r o u n d 
w a s a s e t c a l l e d " T h e L o d g e 
Road" w h i c h is l o n g a n d difficult 
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a n d v e r y t i r ing . I h a d it wel l pre­
p a r e d a n d , a s I d a n c e d , I felt it 
w a s go ing we l l . As I f in i shed t he 
a p p l a u s e f rom t h e a u d i e n c e was 
l o u d a n d r e a s s u r i n g . D a n c i n g 
over . . . . n o w t h e l o n g wai t . 

T h e r e s u l t s w e r e d u e to b e 
a n n o u n c e d a b o u t 7 p . m . ; t h e 
b a l l r o o m w a s p a c k e d , all cha i r s 
t a k e n , s t a n d i n g r o o m o n l y a t t he 
b a c k . All t h e d a n c e r s w h o h a d 
d a n c e d t h e t h r e e r o u n d s w e r e 
ca l l ed o n s tage for t h e p r e s e n t a ­
t ion : a b o u t fifty i n all . T h e resu l t 
w a s t h e n g i v e n in r e v e r s e order, 
f rom fifty d o w n to t h e t o p twen­
ty, t h e n t h e t o p t e n , t o p five, top 
t h r e e u n t i l t h e w i n n e r is e v e n t u ­
a l ly a n n o u n c e d . It w a s fine 
s t a n d i n g t h e r e a t t h e s ta r t s ee ing 
t h e h i g h e r p l a c e d d a n c e r s b e i n g 
ca l l ed b u t s o o n w e w e r e d o w n to 
t h e t o p t w e n t y a n d t h e n t h e top 
t e n . T h e a u d i e n c e w a s v e r y 
q u i e t now, all focused o n stage. I 
cou ld s e e t h e s m a l l b l u e s c r e e n s 
of c a m c o r d e r s a n d c a m e r a s 
b e i n g p r e p a r e d . "Let 's h e a r it for 
t h e t o p five d a n c e r s " , t h e 
a n n o u n c e r s ca l led . T h e n t h e r e 
w e r e t h r e e of u s a n d I d idn ' t 
n e e d to c h e c k o n t h e o t h e r two. 
I t h o u g h t to myself . . . t h i rd p lace 
is good . A n u m b e r is cal led, no t 
m i n e , a n d C a n a d i a n m o v e s a w a y 
to t ake u p t h i r d p l ace o n t h e ros­
t r u m . O n l y t w o of u s left a n d the 
t e n s i o n is u n b e a r a b l e . I t u r n to 
t h e E n g l i s h d a n c e r a n d say : 
"You're s u r e to win". "No, y o u are 
", s h e r ep l i e s . A n o t h e r n u m b e r 
is ca l led , a g a i n n o t m i n e , a n d m y 
d r e a m h a s c o m e t r u e . T h e 
d a n c e r s a r e r a n g e d a r o u n d t he 
s tage in a semi -c i rc l e a n d I m o v e 
to t h e o n l y v a c a n t spo t o n t he 
r o s t r u m , t h e r e is a l a rge n u m b e r 
1 o n t h e front . I r e c e i v e m y win­
n e r ' s c r o w n a n d s a s h a n d a large 
p l a t e w i t h a c e n t r a l insc r ip t ion : 
"Vancouve r 1997 . . .The Spiri t of 
t h e West . 

T h e r e s t is a b lu r . . . . h u g s a n d 
h a n d s h a k e s f rom fr iends , pho­
t o g r a p h s , b e a m i n g d a n c i n g 
t eacher , p r o u d p a r e n t s , cynica l 
y o u n g e r s is ter , m o r e p h o t o s . 

Downs t a i r s to t h e b a r for d r inks , 
m o r e d r i n k s . It 's go ing to b e a 
long night! 

E a r l y n e x t m o r n i n g , w h i l e 
adu l t s w e r e n u r s i n g h a n g o v e r s , I 
r e t u r n e d to t h e h o t e l a n d m a d e 
m y w a y to the th i rd floor to revis­
it t he s c e n e of m y t r i u m p h . All 
h a d changed , all t r aces of I r ish 
D a n c i n g gone . Ins tead , t h e cor­
r idors w e r e full of b u s i n e s s m e n 
in da rk su i t s a n d w h i t e n a m e 
b a d g e s a t t e n d i n g s o m e obscu re 
Scient i f ic C o n f e r e n c e . T h e y 
k n e w n o t h i n g of w h a t h a d 
passed yes te rday! I t u r n e d a n d 
left quie t ly , feel ing a li t t le sad. 
T h e Spirit of t he West was g o n e 
a n d could no t b e r ek ind l ed . 

We left Vancouver t h e follow­
ing day . We h a d r e n t e d a car a n d 
the p l a n w a s to dr ive 
e a s t a s far as t h e 
Rocky M o u n t a i n s . In 
t h e e n d w e n e v e r 
r e a c h e d tha t far d u e 
to t he s h e e r size of 
t h e c o u n t r y . We 
d r o v e t h r o u g h w o n ­
de r fu l s c e n e r y o n 
h i g h w a y s t h a t w e r e 
a l m o s t de se r t ed . T h e 
m o u n t a i n tops w e r e 
c o v e r e d in snow, 
e v e n in Summer , a n d 
wa te r f a l l s c r a s h e d 

d o w n t h e sides, t h e force of t h e 
w a t e r o f ten u p r o o t i n g t r e e s . We 
w e r e l u c k y e n o u g h to s e e a la rge 
b e a r o n e d a y a n d e v e n l u c k i e r 
t h a t w e w e r e in t h e ca r a t t h e 
t i m e . All too s o o n t i m e c a u g h t 
u p w i t h u s a n d we m a d e o u r w a y 
b a c k to V a n c o u v e r for t h e j o u r ­
n e y h o m e . 

I h a v e j u s t d i s cove red t h a t t h e 
American Dancing Championships 
a r e b e i n g h e l d in F lor ida nex t 
year . T h e v e n u e is a n e w h o t e l 
w h i c h h a s n ' t e v e n b e e n bu i l t ye t . 
But t h e A m e r i c a n s a r e good a t 
o rgan i sa t i on a n d p l a n n i n g . I 'm 
s u r e it wil l b e c o m p l e t e d o n 
t i m e . F lor ida is a b ig state. . I m u s t 
h a v e s o m e re la t ives t h e r e ! Mus t 
go c h e c k it ou t s t ra ight away! 

FOUr generations, Greally/Clarke Family. Mrs. Catherine Greally, 84 yrs. (Great-
Grandmother), Drimbane; Mrs. Dympna Greally, (Grandmother), Drimbane; Mrs. 

Olive Clarke (Mother), Abbeyquarter; Kaitlyn Clarke, (Baby), Abbeyquarter. 

Biesty Family, Carrowkeel. Left to right: Pal Biesty, Ned and Nan Pallet! 
(Birmingham), Rita O'Flaherty (Galway), Mrs. Anne Biesty, 

Paddy & Vera Connell (Drimbane). 
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Ballyhaunis and 
District Gun 

Club 
Ba l l y h a u n i s a n d D i s t r i c t 

G u n C l u b w a s r e f o r m e d in 
1969 af ter a l a p s e of a few 

y e a r s . S o o n af ter i ts r e f o r m a t i o n 
it r e g i s t e r e d w i t h M a y o Regiona l 
G a m e C o u n c i l w h i c h , i n t u r n , is 
a f f i l i a t ed t o t h e N a t i o n a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n of Reg iona l G a m e 
C o u n c i l s , w h i c h h a s m e m b e r s h i p 
of a b o u t 20 ,000 . B a l l y h a u n i s a n d 
Dis t r ic t G u n C l u b h a s forty-five 
m e m b e r s w h o a r e fully i n s u r e d 
b y t h e N.A.R.G.C. G a m e H u n t i n g 
C o m p e n s a t i o n F u n d t h u s cover ­
ing t h e m s e l v e s a n d , m o r e i m p o r ­
t a n t l y , c o v e r i n g t h e f a r m e r s ( a n d 
t h e i r l i ve s tock ) w h o s e l a n d t h e y 
s h o o t over, s h o u l d a n a c c i d e n t 
h a p p e n . 

Soon a f te r i ts r e f o r m a t i o n t h e 
off icers a n d m e m b e r s s a w t h e 
n e e d to m o r e fo rward a n d to 
i m p l e m e n t a n u m b e r of t h i n g s to 
h e l p t h e wildl i fe of t h e a r ea . T h e 
first m a j o r t a sk t h a t w a s u n d e r ­
t a k e n a t C a v e w a s t h e p u r c h a s e 
a n d d e v e l o p m e n t of a C l a y 
Targe t S h o o t i n g G r o u n d . T h e r e , 
w e e r e c t e d a four t r ap (100 b i rd ) 
l a y o u t to i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a n d a r d , 
p u r c h a s e d four W i n c h e s t e r 
W h i t e F l y e r A u t o m a t i c T raps , 
bu i l t a n office, to i le ts a n d s tore : 
all of t h i s cos t £10,000 p lus . Th i s , 
b e i n g a h e a v y s t r a i n o n o u r 
financial b u d g e t left u s in d i re 
s t r a i t s , b u t , w i t h d o n a t i o n s , 
d r a w s , raffles a n d a n u m b e r of 
success fu l s h o o t s a s wel l as a 
trie nelly b a n k m a n a g e r , w e over­
c a m e t h e p r o b l e m of m o n e y . 
I n d e e d , t h e r e w e r e s h o o t s w h e n 
w e h a d c o m p e t i t o r s f rom all t h e 
p r o v i n c e s a n d all a g r e e d it is o n e 
of t h e b e s t l a y o u t s in t h e 
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C o u n t r y . We h a d a d r e a m t h e n , 
a n d it still r e m a i n s , t o m a k e it 
t h e v e r y b e s t . We h a d a p r o b l e m 
t h o u g h , a n d it still r e m a i n s a 
p r o b l e m , t h a t is t h e l ack of e lec ­
t r ic i ty . Bu t s o m e d a y it m a y h a p ­
p e n t h a t w e m a y get t h e power , 
a n d t h e n w e w o u l d b e able to 
o p e n o n a w e e k l y , o r m a y b e a 
dai ly b a s i s a n d i n c o r p o r a t e c l ay 
s h o o t i n g i n a t o u r i s t p a c k a g e 
wi th fishing, golf e tc . 

Whi le w o r k o n t h e c l ay t a rge t 
g r o u n d w a s on-go ing w e d id n o t 
forget a b o u t o t h e r t h i n g s a n d 
tha t w a s t h e n e e d for a firm ver­
m i n c o n t r o l pol icy, a n d w e se t 
a b o u t t h e t a sk of b r i n g i n g th i s to 
a n a c c e p t a b l e leve l . T h i s w e 
a c h i e v e d , b u t t h e p r o b l e m is 
o n g o i n g , e s p e c i a l l y w i t h t h e 
s p r e a d o f m i n k ; t h e g r e a t e s t 
p r o b l e m w e h a v e at t h e m o m e n t . 
T h a t , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e u t t e r l y 
d isgraceful po l lu t i on of o n e of 
o u r r ivers , w h e r e n o self r e spec t ­
ing Mal la rd w o u l d d a r e to go. As 
for Trout , t h e y a r e c o m p l e t e l y 
g o n e f rom w h a t was , i n t h e n o t 
t oo d i s t a n t pas t , a n e x c e l l e n t 
ang l ing river. Let u s n o t forget 
tha t t h e Da lgan is a ma jo r s p a w n ­
ing b e d for t h e wor ld f a m o u s 
S a l m o n Weir in Galway . 

O n t h e wildlife s c e n e w e d a b ­
b l ed w i t h P h e a s a n t r e l ea se for a 
n u m b e r of y e a r s , bu t , t h r e e y e a r s 
ago, w e got v e r y s e r i o u s a b o u t 
t h e w h o l e wildlife s c e n e as wi ld 
b i rd s w e r e ge t t i ng v e r y few o n 
the g r o u n d d u e , w e th ink , to v e r y 
w e t a n d co ld b r e e d i n g s e a s o n s . 

So, w i t h a lo t of c o v e r a g e a n d a 
l i m i t e d a m o u n t of m o n e y , w e 
e m b a r k e d o n a n a m b i t i o u s p r o ­
g r a m m e to i n c r e a s e t h e n u m b e r s 
of P h e a s a n t , M a l l a r d a n d 
P a r t r i d g e ( G r o u s e wi l l fo l low 
shor t ly ) . 

We r e n t e d s o m e g r o u n d , 
w h i c h w e p l o u g h e d a n d s o w e d 
w i t h c r o p s s u i t e d for g a m e feed­
ing . We e r e c t e d s o m e p e n s 
a s s i s t e d b y a c o u n t y F A S 
S c h e m e . T h e first y e a r w e p u r ­
c h a s e d t h r e e - h u n d r e d P h e a s a n t 
p o u l t s , s ix w e e k s o ld w h i c h 
p r o v e d v e r y success fu l . In s u b ­
s e q u e n t y e a r s w e c o n t i n u e d to 
s o w t h e c r o p s a n d n o w p r o d u c e 
o u r o w n p o u l t s t h r o u g h i n c u b a ­
to rs a n d b r o o d i n g h e n s w h i c h 
p r o v e s q u i t e succes s fu l . T h e 
s o w i n g of t h o s e c r o p s h a s b e e n a 
g rea t h e l p to t h e s o n g b i r d s of t h e 
a r e a : T h r u s h e s , B lack-Bi rds , 
Robins , W r e n s , F i n c h e s , L i n n e t s , 
Wagtai ls e tc . T h e o n l y b i r d w e 
a r e m i s s i n g is t h e C o r n c r a k e . 
A n y b o d y w i s h i n g to visit t h e r e is 
w e l c o m e a n d c a n d o so b y c o n ­
t ac t ing a n y of t h e Club m e m b e r s . 

A p a r t f rom t h e a f o r e m e n ­
t i o n e d , t h e C l u b a l so g e t s 
i n v o l v e d i n t h e T o w n P a r a d e 
w h i c h it h a s w o n o n a few occa­
s ions . For a n u m b e r of y e a r s w e 
h e l d a v e r y success fu l Dog Show. 
I n t h e p a s t w e h a v e o r g a n i s e d 
v e r y success fu l s h o o t s in a id of 
w o r t h y o r g a n i s a t i o n s , n a m e l y : 
M a y o - R o s c o m m o n H o s p i c e , 
Peop le - in -Need a n d , t h i s year , a 
h u g e l y success fu l c lay shoo t a n d 
raffle for B a l l y h a u n i s a n d 
Dist r ic t F r i e n d s of Croi . 

I n d e e d t h e y e a r 1997 h a s b e e n 
a v e r y success fu l y e a r in t h e h i s ­
to ry of t h e Club . I n a tab le q u i z 
o r g a n i s e d b y t h e C o u n t y Body 
we w o n 1 st a n d 2nd pa l aces . T h e 
t e a m s w e r e : B e r n a r d Waldron, J . 
J . Kelly, F l a n M o r o n e y , J o h n 
G r e a l l y , G e r r y O ' C o n n e l l a n d 
E a m o n Burke . In t h e C o u n t y 
M a y o V e r m i n C o n t r o l 
C o m p e t i t i o n , w e a g a i n w o n t h e 
ma jo r a w a r d . Last, a n d b y n o 



m e a n s l e a s t , w e w o n t h e M a y o C lay Targe t 

C o m p e t i t i o n , t h e m e m b e r s of th is t e a m b e i n g J o h n 

J o e Kelly, M a r t i n C u n n a n e , J o h n Greal ly , T b m m y 

C o n c a n n o n a n d E a m o n Burke . It is i n d e e d n o 

m e a n a c h i e v e m e n t to w i n all t h r e e ma jo r compe t i ­

t i o n s i n t h e o n e year . 

T h e y e a r 1997 w a s a lso o n e in w h i c h w e suffered 

a g rea t loss in t h e t ragic , u n t i m e l y d e a t h of o n e of 

o u r s p a r k l i n g y o u n g m e m b e r s : Dec l an M u l h e r n . 

To h i s f a the r Eddie , m o t h e r Frances , s i s te r Patricia, 

g r a n n y Mrs . H o b a n , u n c l e s , a u n t s a n d cous ins , w e 

t e n d o u r hear t - fe l t s y m p a t h y ; May H e Rest i n 

Peace . 

F ina l ly , le t m e take t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y to say a spe­

cial " T h a n k y o u " to all t h e f a rmers w h o al low u s to 

shoo t o v e r t h e i r l a n d s a n d assu re t h e m of ou r full 

co -ope ra t i on n o w a n d in t h e future . 

C l u b J V K o t t o : 

The wildlife of our countryside is not ours to 
dispose of as we wish. 

We are but guardians for generations 
to come. 

Once in a -white we meet someone 
Who mak]es us feet so good 
Who seems to understand us 
In a way few people couCd 
Someone who's truCy glad for us 
When things are going weCC 
Who's always there to Cisten 
When we ve something new to teCC. 
Once in a while we find someone 
On whom we can depend 
That's why we're reaCCy Cuck]y 
Tor we've found ourselves a friend! 

„ / • » / , ; / , . / I / > « » I ; \ <fc District Gun Club, presenting a cheque to the 'Friends ofCroí'. Front LÍ^lln^^Si^ZÍSS^ÍJ^^rer Croí), Rita llndon (Chairperson Croi), Eamon Burke ffilr,Krt' Nu ^^PRÒCr^O Martina Nolan, Catherine Sloyan. Peggy Henry. Back Lto R: Stephen 
S Hoban (CroO, Yvonne Loughran (CroO, 
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The Pilgrim Way 

"An Enjoyable Pilgrimage" 
Mrs. Phil Fox, Carrowrea; Mrs. Delia 

Regan, Abbey St; Mrs. Mary Finn, 
Holywell at Knocknarea, Sligo. 

Lo c a t e d o n L o u g h D e r g , C o . 
D o n e g a l , a b o u t four m i l e s f r o m 
t h e v i l l a g e of P e t t i g o , l i e s 

S ta t ion I s l a n d , k n o w n to m o s t p e o p l e 
a s St. Pa t r i ck ' s P u r g a t o r y , first s anc t i ­
fied b y t h e vis i t of St. Pa t r i ck in t h e 
y e a r 445 A . D . a s a p l a c e for p r a y e r 
a n d p e n a n c e . T h r o u g h t h e c e n t u r i e s , 
t h i s h a l l o w e d s p o t h a s c o n t i n u e d to 
b e a p i l g r i m r e t r ea t , right d o w n to 
p r e s e n t t i m e . Today , L o u g h Derg is 
w o r l d f a m o u s a n d a t t r a c t s m o r e p e o ­
p l e t h a n e v e r be fo re . T h e y c o m e in 
t h o u s a n d s to m a k e t h e t r ad i t iona l , 
t h r e e d a y p i l g r i m a g e , w h i c h c o m ­
m e n c e s a n n u a l l y o n t h e 1st of J u n e 
a n d l a s t s t i l l t h e F e a s t of t h e 
A s s u m p t i o n o n Augus t 15th . 

Now, a n d for t h e first t i m e in its 
h i s t o r y , L o u g h D e r g is o p e n for o n e -
d a y r e t r e a t s . D u r i n g t h e m o n t h s of 
M a y a n d S e p t e m b e r , t h e s e r e t r e a t s 
a r e c o n d u c t e d o n spec i f i ed d a y s a n d 
a r e e s p e c i a l l y for a d u l t s w h o a r e 
u n a b l e to m a k e t h e p e n i t e n t i a l pil­
g r i m a g e . 

T h i s year , B a l l y h a u n i s Legion of 
M a r y o r g a n i s e d a o n e - d a y p i l g r image 
to Lough Derg . A la rge g r o u p left 
B a l l y h a u n i s b y c o a c h at s e v e n o 'c lock 
a . m . It w a s a beau t i fu l , s u n n y m o r n ­
ing in M a y a n d it felt good to b e al ive 
for t ha t j o u r n e y ; go ing o n a n y pil­
g r i m a g e is, of c o u r s e , a s p e c i a l g r ace 
a n d b l e s s i n g . After w e p i c k e d u p o u r 
last p a s s e n g e r s at Knock , it w a s t i m e 
for p raye r , a n d o n th i s j o u r n e y of 
faith, t h e r o s a r y w a s offered for all 
o u r i n t e n t i o n s a n d p r o t e c t i o n . 

'Mother of the morning 
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Lady of the day 
Be with us as we journey 
Along life's pilgrim way." 
O u r r o u t e n o r t h w a r d s b r o u g h t u s 

t h r o u g h t h e s c e n i c g r a n d e u r of M a y o 
a n d Sl igo. T h e c o u n t r y s i d e w a s 
b r i g h t w i t h t h e r a d i a n c e of e a r l y 
S u m m e r , t h e fields w e r e c a r p e t e d 
w i t h f lowers , t h e m o o r l a n d s a rich 
g o l d e n b r o w n , a n d t h e b r i l l i an t g r e e n 
of t h e t r e e s all s p o k e of t h e w o n d e r 
a n d b e a u t y of God ' s c r e a t i o n . As w e 
s p e d o n w a r d s i n o u r c o m f o r t a b l e 
coach , I t h o u g h t a b o u t t h e e a r l y pil­
g r i m s a n d t h e awful h a r d s h i p t h a t 
t h e y h a d to e n d u r e . In a n c i e n t t i m e s 
t r ave l l i ng in I r e l a n d w a s n o t s u c h a n 
e a s y m a t t e r a s it is t o d a y . T h e j o u r ­
n e y s t h a t u s e d to t ake w e a r y m o n t h s 
c a n n o w b e d o n e i n d a y s or e v e n 
h o u r s . I n far off days , t h e s e e a r l y pil­
g r i m s h a d to wa lk or t r ave l in w a g o n s 
d r a w n b y oxen; t h e y m a d e long , d a n ­
g e r o u s j o u r n e y s t h r o u g h fo res t s , 
o f ten risking t h e i r l ives from b a n d i t s 
a n d p r o w l i n g wolves . 

N e a r i n g Sligo, w e c a u g h t s igh t of 
K n o c k n a r e a , o n t h e s u m m i t of w h i c h 
Q u e e n M a e v e is s u p p o s e d t o b e 
b u r i e d . In t h e d i s t a n c e w e c o u l d see 
t h e m o u n t a i n s o v e r l o o k i n g b e a u t i f u l 
L o u g h Gill a n d t h e f a m o u s Lake Isle 
of In i sh f r ee . A few m i l e s n o r t h of 
Sligo t o w n s t a n d s t h e c u r i o u s l y 
s h a p e d m o u n t a i n of B e n b u l b e n , w i t h 
i ts l e g e n d a r y a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h 
D i a r m u i d a n d G r a i n n e , t h o s e c lass ic 
l ove r s of Gae l i c a n t i q u i t y ; it 's n o t far 
from Drumcl i f f e c h u r c h y a r d w h e r e 
l ies t h e m o r t a l r e m a i n s of W. B. Yeats, 
"cas t ing a co ld e y e o n life o n d e a t h . " 
At a s u d d e n b e n d in t h e road , w e got 
o u r first v i e w of t h e b l u e At lant ic , t h e 
w a v e s c r a s h i n g in w h i t e ro l l e r s o n t h e 
rocks b e l o w . 

After a s h o r t b r e a k i n B u n d o r a n , 
w e se t off aga in in t h e d i r e c t i o n of 
B a l l y s h a n n o n , t h e a n c i e n t sea t of t h e 
O ' D o n n e l l c l an . O u r s c e n i c r o u t e 
b r o u g h t u s to t h e b o r d e r t o w n of 
Beleek, we l l k n o w n for i ts b e a u t i f u l 
p o t t e r y . 

O u r r o a d w o u n d t h r o u g h t h e E r n e 
va l ley , t h r o u g h p r e t t y v i l lages , s n u g 
f a r m s a n d w o o d s w h e r e t h e 
R h o d o d e n d r o n s w e r e i n full b l o o m . 

T h e v i l lage of Pe t t i go is h i d d e n un t i l 
y o u t u r n a c o r n e r a n d t h e r e it is, 
b e s i d e t h e l a k e a n d i ts i s l a n d s . T h e r e 
a r e m a n y m o r e l o v e l y i s le t s in L o u g h 
Derg : m o s t of t h e m a r e f r inged b y 
s h r u b s a n d b u s h e s , e x c e p t t h e Sa in t s ' 
I s l a n d w h i c h is a l m o s t e n t i r e l y cov­
e r e d w i t h b u i l d i n g s . At first s igh t it 's 
l ike a m i n i a t u r e t o w n i n t h e c e n t r e of 
a b l u e l ake w i t h b r o w n m o o r s a r o u n d 
it, s e t in t h e s h a d o w of t h e D o n e g a l 
M o u n t a i n s . 

O n r e t r e a t d a y s , t h e b o a t s s ta r t 
l e a v i n g t h e m a i n l a n d a t t e n o 'c lock 
a .m . T h e r e w a s a b u z z of e x c i t e m e n t 
as o u r f e r ry a p p r o a c h e d t h e p i e r of 
S t a t ion I s l and . M a n y of o u r fel low 
p i l g r i m s h a d n o t b e e n to L o u g h Derg 
for y e a r s a n d w e r e d e l i g h t e d to b e 
b a c k a g a i n for t h e o n e d a y of p r a y e r 
a n d p e a c e . After w e h a d a c u p of tea , 
it w a s t i m e to go to t h e Basil ica w h e r e 
t h e r e t r e a t b e g a n w i t h t h e "way of t h e 
cross", c o n d u c t e d b y Fr. M o h a n , Pr io r 
a t L o u g h D e r g . Af t e r h e w e l c o m e d 
us , h e sa id t h a t h e w a s v e r y h a p p y 
t h a t so m a n y p e o p l e , u n a b l e to m a k e 
t h e t r a d i t i o n a l p i l g r i m a g e , c o u l d 
c o m e n o w . Later, w e p r a y e d t h e fif­
t e e n d e c a d e s of t h e R o s a r y a n d t h e n 
w e w e n t to t h e n e w d i n i n g r o o m for 
l u n c h . As w e sa t d o w n to a s u b s t a n ­
t ial m e a l , I t h o u g h t a b o u t t h e las t 
t i m e I w a s h e r e a n d o u r s l e n d e r fare 
of d r y toast , c o u r s e o a t e n b r e a d , mi lk -
l e s s t ea , n o t to m e n t i o n t h e s o u p . 
Af te r l u n c h , p e o p l e h a d t i m e for 
t h e m s e l v e s , r e f l e c t i o n , p r a y i n g o r 
go ing to c o n f e s s i o n s ; o t h e r s s a t o n 
b e n c h e s , e n j o y i n g t h e s u n s h i n e , a n d 
h a v i n g a q u i t e c h a t . T h r o u g h o u t t h e 
d a y t h e r e w a s a g r e a t a t m o s p h e r e of 
j o y , h a p p i n e s s a n d p e a c e ; it w a s 
b e a u t i f u l a n d s t i m u l a t i n g to b e ac t ive ­
ly p r e s e n t i n p r a i s i n g God in a p l a c e 
w h e r e St. Pa t r i ck s p i r i t u a l i t y l ives o n . 
T h e g r o u n d t h a t w e s t o o d o n w a s 
s a c r e d c o n s e c r a t e d b y t h e foo tp r in t s 
of o u r p a t r o n sa in t , a n d b y t h e feet of 
of m a n y g e n e r a t i o n s of Pa t r i ck ' s sp i r ­
i tua l p i l g r i m s . Af te r o t h e r d e v o t i o n s , 
t h e h i g h l i g h t of o u r d a y w a s t h e m a s s , 
a s w e t h a n k e d G o d a n d St. Pa t r i ck for 
t h e g r e a t gift of faith. As w e left t h i s 
oas i s of p rayer , t h e e v e n i n g s u n w a s 
c a s t i n g a g o l d e n g l o w o v e r t h e i s l and . 
We all s a n g "Faith Of O u r F a t h e r s " a s 
o u r b o a t left for t h e m a i n l a n d a n d 
h o m e . 



Ballyhaunis 
Swimming Pool 

by Agatha Jfiggins An o t h e r y e a r over, it w a s 
t i m e to ge t r e a d y to o p e n 
t h e poo l . T h e C o m m i t t e e 

w e n t a b o u t c o m p i l i n g r u l e s for 
t he poo l a rea , a n d p a r e n t s ' ro tas 
for s u p e r v i s i o n . T h e b ig c lean­
u p h a d to c o m m e n c e again , so, 
all h a n d s o n d e c k . Wi th t h e h e l p 
of FAS a n d t h e C o m m i t t e e , t h e 
p lace w a s r e a d y for o p e n i n g . 

T h e off icial o p e n i n g t ook 
p l a c e o n S a t u r d a y J u n e 7 t h , 
k i n d l y b l e s s e d b y Fr. C o o n e y , P.P. 
T h e d o o r s w e r e o p e n a n d t h e 
c h i l d r e n r e a d y to s w i m t h e 
S u m m e r d a y s a w a y . T h e n u m ­
b e r s of c h i l d r e n u s i n g t h e pool 
th is y e a r w e r e v e r y h igh . Two 
v e r y we l l a t t e n d e d s w i m m i n g 
a n d w a t e r s a f e ty c o u r s e s w e r e 
r u n o v e r t h e s u m m e r m o n t h s 
a n d a v e r y h i g h s t a n d a r d w a s 
ach i eved . T h a n k s to S iobhan 
B y r n e a n d t h e W a t e r Safe ty 
C o m m i t t e e for b e i n g E x a m i n e r s 
for t h e c o u r s e s ; a l so to Mar i e 
J o r d a n w h o o r g a n i s e d 
Cer t i f ica tes , t i m e s a n d c h i l d r e n 
for t h e c o u r s e s . 

To finish off a n o t h e r success ­
ful year , w e h a d a Gala a n d 
Barbecue, w h i c h p roved to b e a 
grea t success . T h a n k s to Kay 
Buckley for p rov id ing u s w i t h 
m e d a l s for t h e Gala. 

We wou ld l ike to t h a n k all t h e 
p a r e n t s w h o gave t he i r t i m e to 

h e l p ou t in t h e s u p e r v i s i n g of t h e 
ch i ld ren ; a n d to M a r y M c H u g h , 
o u r S t u d e n t E m p l o y e e , for work ­
ing in t h e office. T h e poo l w o u l d 
n o t b e able to o p e n w i t h o u t o u r 
L i f e g u a r d s : D e i r d r e O ' C o n n o r 
a n d Patr ic ia M u l h e r n w h o did a 
g rea t job , a n d m a d e s u r e t h a t all 
c h i l d r e n a t t e n d i n g t h e poo l h a d a 
good a n d safe s w i m . We w i s h to 
c o n g r a t u l a t e Rachel C l e a r y a n d 
D a m i e n B y r n e w h o p a s s e d t h e i r 
s e n i o r e x a m s a n d a r e n o w qual i ­
fied Lifeguards . 

We look forward to m o r e suc ­
cess a n d e n j o y m e n t nex t year . 

Joanna Kirrane receiving her Trophy for good attendance from our two 
Lifeguards, Deirdre O'Connor and Patricia Mulhern. 

A group of Children receiving their Water Safety Certificates. 



Annagh 
Wheelers C.C. 
Ou r f irs t e v e n t t h i s y e a r w a s 

t h e M a y o 2 0 0 K . a n d 100K. 
w h i c h t o o k p l a c e o n t h e 2 5 t h 

o f M a y 1 9 9 7 . T h i s p r o v e d a v e r y 
s u c c e s s f u l e v e n t , w i t h u p t o fo r ty 
c y c l i s t s t a k i n g p a r t . A l a r g e n u m b e r 
o f N o r t h e r n c y c l i s t s s p e n t t h e w e e k ­
e n d i n t o w n . A g r e a t t i m e w a s h a d 
b y a l l . 

O n F r i d a y a n d S u n d a y t h e 2 7 t h 
a n d 2 8 t h o f J u n e , w e m a d e a n 
a t t e m p t t o c y c l e 500K. (310 m i l e s ) 
w i t h i n t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s . Af t e r 
p r e p a r i n g o u r s e l v e s o v e r t h e p r e v i ­
o u s m o n t h s w i t h l o n g c y c l e s o n c e 
o r t w i c e a w e e k , w e felt r e a d y for 
t h e c h a l l e n g e . O n F r i d a y t h e 2 7 t h 
a t 2 p . m . f o u r of u s , t h r e e c y c l i s t s 
a n d o n e t o d r i v e t h e b a c k - u p car , 
h e a d e d for M a l i n H e a d : t h i s w o u l d 
b e o u r s t a r t i n g p o i n t . T h e p l a n w a s 
t o c y c l e t h r o u g h t h e n i g h t a n d i n t o 
t h e n e x t d a y a n d to h e a d s o u t h i n 
t h e d i r e c t i o n o f C o r k . T h e e v e n i n g 
i t s e l f w a s d r y w i t h a n o r t h e r l y 
b r e e z e b l o w i n g , w h i c h s u i t e d u s . 
W e r e a c h e d M a l i n H e a d s h o r t l y 
a f t e r 7 p . m . We a s s e m b l e d o u r b i c y ­
c l e s , s a t i n t h e s h a d e of t h e o ld l i gh t 
h o u s e to e a t o u r fill o f s a n d w i c h e s , 
w h i c h w o u l d b e o u r s t a p l e d i e t for 
t h e n e x t t w e n t y h o u r s . 

We left t h e m o s t n o r t h e r l y p a r t 
o f o u r c o u n t r y a n d h e a d e d t h r o u g h 
t h e t o w n s o f M a l i n , Q u i g l e y ' s p o i n t , 
B r i d g e E n d , B a l l y b o f e y , t h r o u g h 
B a r n e s m o r e G a p , i n t o D o n e g a l a n d 
B a l l y s h a n n o n . O n o u r w a y to Sl igo, 
n i g h t h a d d e s c e n d e d a n d w e h a d 
o u r l i g h t s t u r n e d o n . W h e n w e 
c a m e o n a G a r d a c h e c k p o i n t , o n e 
o f t h e G a r d a i a s k e d w h e r e w e h a d 
c o m e f r o m a n d w h e r e w e w e r e 
g o i n g to . We t o ld h i m o u r p l a n 
w h e r e u p o n he a s k e d w h a t c o u n t y 
we were from; w h e n we answered 
" M a y o " , t h e c o m m e n t c a m e : " T h a t 
e x p l a i n s i t ! ' T h e y w i s h e d u s l u c k 
w i t h a c u r i o u s s m i l e a n d w e h e a d e d 
o n o u r w a y . 

We r e a c h e d B a l l y h a u n i s s o m e 
t i m e a r o u n d 5 a .m . a n d h a d b r e a k ­
fast. J o h n C l e a r y h a d d r i v e n f r o m 

6y Martin Connery 

M a l i n t o B a l l y h a u n i s , w h e r e Br id 
C l e a r y t o o k o v e r for t h e r e m a i n d e r 
o f t h e j o u r n e y t h r o u g h T u a m , 
C l a r e g a l w a y , O r a n m o r e , L i m e r i c k . 
At t h i s s t a g e w e h a d c o v e r e d o v e r 
270 m i l e s a n d w e r e f e e l i n g t h e 
s t r a i n . W e s a t d o w n b y t h e s i d e o f 
t h e r o a d o u t s i d e t h e L i m e r i c k I n n 
a n d h a d a c a n of rice. We l o o k e d 
b a c k o n w h a t w e h a d c o v e r e d a n d 
d e c i d e d t h i s w a s n o t t h e t i m e t o 
g i v e u p , s o w e h e a d e d for M a l l o w . 
We w e r e a b o u t five m i l e s f r o m 
M a l l o w , t r a v e l l i n g in c o n v o y ; M i k e 
h a d t a k e n o v e r t h e l e a d w h e n a 
c r o w f l ew f r o m t h e f e n c e i n t o h i s 
f ron t w h e e l . T h i s c a u s e d h i m to 
s w e r v e b u t , l u c k i l y e n o u g h , h e 
m a n a g e d t o s t a y o n t h e b i c y c l e . W e 
s t o p p e d a n d c h e c k e d for d a m a g e ; 
l u c k i l y h e h a d j u s t o n e b r o k e n 
s p o k e , s o i n t o M a l l o w w e w e n t . W e 
s t o p p e d a t a g a r a g e . O u r c l o c k s o n 
t h e b i c y c l e s r e a d 500K. 3 1 0 m l s . T h e 
t i m e w a s 3 .50 p . m . We h a d c o v e r e d 
t h e j o u r n e y in 19 h o u r s 50 m i n u t e s . 

T h e b i k e s w e r e t h e n l o a d e d o n t o 
t h e c a r a n d w e h e a d e d for L i m e r i c k 

w h e r e w e s h o w e r e d a n d h a d a m e a l . 
We w e r e h o m e a r o u n d 10 p . m . O u r 
t h a n k s to J o h n a n d Br id for d o i n g 
b a c k u p . 

T h e A n n a g h G r a n d P r i x t o o k 
p l a c e o n S a t u r d a y 2 7 t h o f J u l y . 
T h e r e w e r e f o u r r a c e s i n al l w h i c h 
s t a r t e d w i t h i n t h i r t y m i n u t e s of 
e a c h o t h e r : 1st S e n i o r Race , U n d e r -
16s, U n d e r - 1 4 s , U n d e r - 1 2 s . T h e 
o v e r a l l w i n n e r w a s M a r k S c a n l o n of 
S l igo W h e e l e r s ; 1 s t j u n i o r D . 
O 'Nei l l , D . H . B u r k e ' s , T u a m ; 1st 
Vet . J . S u l l i v a n , A m e v , D u b l i n ; 1s t 
U n d e r - 1 6 s M. M c D o n a g h , T h e r m o 
K i n g , G a l w a y ; 1 s t U n d e r - 1 4 s D . 
O ' C o n n o r , D . H . B u r k e ' s . T u a m ; 1st 
U n d e r - 1 2 s D . K e a t i n g T K . G a l w a y . 

O u r t h a n k s t o a l l w h o h e l p e d 
w i t h t h e s e r a c e s : t h e G a r d a i , 
S t e w a r d s , K n i g h t s o f M a l t a , a n d o u r 
S p o n s o r s w i t h o u t w h o s e g e n e r o u s 
h e l p t h e e v e n t c o u l d n o t h a v e t a k e n 
p l a c e . 

W e o r g a n i s e d a w a l k , c y c l e , r u n 
e v e n t o n S u n d a y t h e 7 t h of 
S e p t e m b e r . T h i s w a s a f u n e v e n t 
a n d e l e v e n t e a m s t o o k p a r t . E a c h 
t e a m c o n s i s t e d o f a cyc l i s t , a w a l k e r 
a n d a r u n n e r . T h e i d e a w a s t h a t 
y o u c o u l d n o t e n t e r a t e a m b u t y o u 
c o u l d e n t e r y o u r s e l f : t h e n a m e s 
w e r e t h e n p u t t o g e t h e r a n d t h e 
t e a m s w e r e p i c k e d . T h e e v e n t w a s 
s p o n s o r e d b y M i k e B y r n e a n d t h e 
p r o c e e d s w e n t to t h e n e w o r g a n i n 
t h e F r i a r y . 

O u r t h a n k s to a l l w h o t o o k p a r t 
i n t h o s e e v e n t s . W i s h i n g y o u a l l a 
M e r r y C h r i s t m a s a n d a H a p p y N e w 
Year. 
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HISTORIC BANNER 
DISCOVERED AT THE ARBEY 

B a c k i n 1 9 3 8 t h e C o n n a u g h t 
T e l e g r a p h p u b l i s h e d a s e r i e s of ar t i ­
c l e s e n t i t l e d " F a t h e r A n d e r s o n ' s 
S c r a p b o o k s - F a m o u s A u g u s t i n i a n 
P a t r i o t . " E a c h w e e k i n t h e 
T e l e g r a p h , w r i t i n g u n d e r t h e p e n -
n a m e o f " A n t i q u a r i a n " , t h e w r i t e r 
g a v e a full a n d d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t of 
t h e s c r a p b o o k s a n d d i a r i e s k e p t b y 
t h e A u g u s t i n i a n P r i e s t w h o w a s 
a p p o i n t e d to t h e B a l l y h a u n i s A b b e y 
i n 1874 a s Pr ior -Vicar . 

Fr. J a m e s A . A n d e r s o n , w h o 
s p e n t f ive y e a r s a s P r i o r a t 
B a l l y h a u n i s , w a s b o r n a t H o w t h , out­
s ide D r o g h e d a , a n d t h r o u g h o u t h i s 
life w a s a l e a d i n g a n d o u t s p o k e n 
s u p p o r t e r of I r i s h n a t i o n a l i s m a n d 
w a s a l so a f e r v e n t s u p p o r t e r of t h e 
R e p u b l i c a n s t r u g g l e in I r e l a n d a t t h e 

by 9Aik§ (Byrne 
e n d of t h e las t c e n t u r y . 

I n J u l y of las t y e a r a b a n n e r , i n 
pe r f ec t c o n d i t i o n a n d i n s p l e n d i d 
colour, w a s d i s c o v e r e d in a n u p p e r 
r o o m of t h e Fr ia r s ' p r i v a t e d w e l l i n g 
b y t h e Prior, Fr. V i n c e n t M c C a r t h y , 
O.S.A. T h e b a n n e r , m e a s u r i n g o v e r 
s e v e n feet in l e n g t h w i t h a p a i n t i n g 
o n e i t h e r s ide, c a r r i e s t h e i n s c r i p t i o n 
o n o n e side, "Band of St. N i c h o l a s of 
T o l e n t i n e , B a l l y h a u n i s " , w i t h a 
d e p i c t i o n of t h e sa in t i n t h e c e n t r e . 
O n t h e r e v e r s e s ide is a h a n d - p a i n t ­
e d d e p i c t i o n of t h e I r i sh w o l f h o u n d , 
a tower , a n d t h e I r i sh h a r p , s u p e r i m ­
p o s e d o v e r e a c h o t h e r w i t h t h e 
i n s c r i p t i o n "Let Er in r e m e m b e r t h e 
d a y s of old." 

Ea r l i e r t h i s y e a r t h e p r e c i o u s dis­
c o v e r y w a s p u t o n p u b l i c d i s p l a y 
i n s i d e o f t h e c h u r c h . T h e h i s t o r i c 
b a n n e r w a s t h e o n e u s e d b y t h e 
B a n d of St. N i c h o l a s of T o l e n t i n e , 
B a l l y h a u n i s , for all p u b l i c e n g a g e ­
m e n t s u n d e r t a k e n b y t h e m . T h i s 
b a n d w a s s e t u p b y Fr. J a m e s 
A n d e r s o n a s p a r t of t h e St. N i c h o l a s 
o f T o l e n t i n e T e m p e r a n c e S o c i e t y 
(a l so e s t a b l i s h e d b y Fr. A n d e r s o n ) 
a n d w a s p r e s e n t a t all p a r a d e s , r ega t ­
tas a n d p i c n i c s i n t h e l a t e 1800s a n d 
we l l i n to t h e 20 th c e n t u r y . 

O n t h e right h a n d c o r n e r of t h e 
flag, w r i t t e n in p e n c i l , a r e t h e w o r d s : 
"Th i s b a n n e r w a s u s e d b y t h e b a n d 
for t h e i r m a r c h f rom B a l l y h a u n i s to 
I r i s h t o w n for Pa rne l l ' s las t p u b l i c 
a d d r e s s in I r e l and . " > 
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Brighter Outlook 
R e t u r n i n g to Fr. A n d e r s o n , w h o 

w a s t h e a u t h o r of t h e r e c e n t l y discov­
e r e d b a n n e r , a cco rd ing to "The Fr. 
A n d e r s o n Sc rapbooks" p u b l i s h e d in 
t h e C o n n a u g h t Te legraph in 1938, o n 
Fr. A n d e r s o n ' s a r r i v a l a t t h e 
B a l l y h a u n i s F r i a r y i n 1874, " the 
c h u r c h p r e s e n t e d a m o s t l a m e n t a b l e 
a p p e a r a n c e , h a v i n g b e e n d e n u d e d of 
a l m o s t e v e r y t h i n g . " O n h i s arr ival 
t h e r e w a s n ' t a s m u c h as o n e p e n n y left 
in t h e C o r b o n a . N o horse , n o cow, n o 
pig, n o t e v e n a c h i c k e n : "A neg lec ted , 
e m p t y , d i r t y c h u r c h , a n d still m o r e 
e m p t y , filthy, w o e b e g o n e h o u s e w a s 
m y o n l y i nhe r i t ance . " Pr io r to h i s 
a p p o i n t m e n t to t h e Ba l lyhaun i s Friary, 
t h e S u n d a y co l lec t ions h a d d w i n d l e d 
a l m o s t to v a n i s h i n g po in t . T h e aver­
age co l l ec t ions a t t h e S u n d a y Mass 
a m o u n t e d to t h r e e p e n c e . 

Wi th t h e a d v e n t of Fr. A n d e r s o n , 
affairs a t t h e a n c i e n t B a l l y h a u n i s 
F r i a ry took o n a b r i g h t e r a n d m o r e 
hope fu l ou t look . Shor t ly af ter h i s 
a r r iva l t h e w e e k l y co l lec t ions r e a c h e d 
e igh t o r n i n e shi l l ings, a n d s o m e t i m e s 
m o r e . 

Se t t ing a b o u t t h e task of re-roofing 
t h e c h u r c h , r e p a i r i n g t h e ce i l ing , 
ins ta l l ing n e w floors a n d furn i sh ing 
t h e old p r io ry , Fr. A n d e r s o n app l i ed to 
A r c h b i s h o p J o h n M c H a l e for financial 
a s s i s t ance . T h e app l i ca t ion was, "with­
o u t q u e s t i o n o r hes i ta t ion" , g ran ted . 
D u r i n g h i s five-year t e n u r e at t h e 
Abbey , Fr. A n d e r s o n t r a n s f o r m e d t h e 
e n t i r e A u g u s t i n i a n c h u r c h a n d resi­
d e n c e . T h e pa t r io t pr ies t rece ived 
f u n d s from far a n d near, a p a r t from 
t h e la rge s u m h e rece ived from the 
A r c h b i s h o p . 

F i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e a l s o c a m e 
from the p r i e s t s of the d iocese , from 
h i s A u g u s t i n i a n b r e t h r e n a n d , of 
cour se , from t h e local p e o p l e wi th 
w h o m h e s tead i ly bui l t u p a s t rong 
r e l a t i o n s h i p . T h e s p l e n d i d s ta ined 
g lass w indow, still to b e s e e n today, sit­
u a t e d b e h i n d the m a i n altar, w a s erect­
e d b y Fr. A n d e r s o n shor t ly before h i s 
d e p a r t u r e from Bal lyhaunis in 1879. 

Church Choir 
D u r i n g h i s t i m e in Bal lyhaunis , Fr. 

A n d e r s o n se t o u t r e o r g a n i s i n g the 
c h u r c h choir. H e inc reased the n u m ­
b e r of c o n c e r t i n a s a n d a d d e d a few fid­
dles , and , a s t h e cho i r n u m b e r s b e g a n 
to swell , h e p u r c h a s e d a h a r m o n i u m . 
S t range to i m a g i n e that , ove r o n e h u n ­
d r e d y e a r s ago, t h e Fr iary h a d its o w n 
t rad i t iona l m u s i c a n d folk choir : su re ly 

a m a n before h i s t ime . 
In J u l y 1879, one m o n t h before t h e 

a p p a r i t i o n in Knock , Fr. J a m e s 
A n d e r s o n w a s t r a n s f e r r e d to 
Drogheda . According to t h e "Father 
A n d e r s o n ' s Scrapbooks" ar t ic les (pub­
l i shed in t h e C o n n a u g h t Te legraph in 
1938) t h e Augus t in i an pat r io t was ve ry 
m u c h at o d d s wi th the local newspa ­
per, t h e D r o g h e d a Conserva t ive , dur ­
ing h i s p e r i o d as Prior t h e r e : "Himsel f 
a n d 'The Conse rva t ive ' w e n t a t it h a m ­
m e r a n d tongs" , sa id o n e r e p o r t . 
A l though h e s p e n t a ve ry sho r t t i m e in 
Drogheda (for obvious r easons ) , h e 
w a s l a t e r to r e t u r n t h e r e w h e r e h e 
founded t h e Drogheda I n d e p e n d e n t , 
w h i c h c o n t i n u e s in c i rcu la t ion today . 

Fr. A n d e r s o n , whi le s t a t ioned in 
Fe tha rd in Co. T ippera ry , w a s p r e s e n t 
in H a y e s ' Hote l , Thur l e s , in 1884 for a 
ve ry i m p o r t a n t m e e t i n g w h i c h saw t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e Gael ic Athle t ic 
Associa t ion. 

Staunches! Friends 
Accord ing to t h e Augus t in i an his to­

rian a n d journa l i s t , Fr. R e d m o n d , writ­
ing abou t Fr. J a m e s A n d e r s o n in h i s 
book f rom 1948, " th roughou t h i s life 
h i s s t a u n c h e s t fr iends w e r e ' the Bold 
Fen ian Men.'" 

In 1902, w h e n Fr. A n d e r s o n w a s 
m a n a g e r of St. Augus t ine ' s Nat iona l 
School in J o h n ' s Lane, Dubl in , Maire 
Ní Chi l l in a n d Padraic Pearse w e r e 
a p p o i n t e d b y t h e 'Coisde G n o t h a ' of 
t h e Gae l ic League to e x a m i n e t h e 
pupi l s in Ir ish. The re , m o r e t h a n five-
h u n d r e d s t u d e n t s were t h e first in 
I r e l a n d to l e a r n t h r o u g h t h e t h e n 
desp i sed l anguage of the i r forefathers . 

T h i r t e e n y e a r s after h i s d e p a r t u r e 
from B a l l y h a u n i s , Fr. A n d e r s o n 
r e t u r n e d for a shor t visit wh i l e l ead ing 
a p i lg r image to 
t h e a p p a r i t i o n 
s i te in Knock . 
O n h i s a r r iva l 
in Bal lyhaunis , 
h e was g r e e t e d 
b y a t u m u l ­
t u o u s w e l c o m e . 
Fr. A n d e r s o n , 
t a k e n c o m ­
plete ly by sur­
p r i s e b y t h e 
w e l c o m e 
afforded by t h e 
c h e e r i n g 
crowds, was led 
t h r o u g h t h e 
t o w n b y t h e 
Brass B a n d 

(wh ich h e h i m s e l f h a d fo rmed) as t h e y 
s o u n d e d "God save I re land" a n d "Auld 
Lang Syne" in t r i bu te to the i r r e t u r n ­
ing h e r o . 

O n J u l y 19th, 1903, Fr. A n d e r s o n , 
at t h e age of 64, d ied from b lood poi­
son ing a n d g a n g r e n e . O v e r o n e h u n ­
dred p r i e s t s a t t e n d e d h i s funera l in 
Dubl in , a s d id all t h e Nat ional i s t fig­
u r e s from t h e city. Miss M a u d G o n n e 
wep t b i t t e r l y as s h e w a l k e d at t h e h e a d 
of t h e f u n e r a l c o r t e g e . T h e 
Ba l lyhaun i s Patr io t Pr io r (1874-1879) 
was laid to res t in t h e A u g u s t i n i a n plot 
in G l a s n e v i n C e m e t r y . 

Public Display 
O n e of h i s h o b b i e s w a s t h e m a k i n g 

of s c r a p b o o k s ou t of p r e s s cu t t ings , 
p ic tures , c a r t o o n s a n d o t h e r ma te r i a l , 
as well a s a dai ly d iary . S o m e of t h e s e 
old s c r a p b o o k s a n d p i e c e s of in fo rma­
t ion w e r e n o t d i s cove red un t i l 1938 -
s o m e thirty-five y e a r s af ter h i s d e a t h -
a n d a re of g rea t h i s to r ica l a n d l i t e r a ry 
in te res t . La te r t h a t y e a r t h e y w e r e 
p u b l i s h e d i n t h e C o n n a u g h t Te legraph . 

T h e h i s to r i c b a n n e r of t h e Band of 
St. N icho las of To len t ine , Ba l lyhaun i s 
d i scovered last y e a r a n d u n v e i l e d to 
the pub l ic th i s y e a r i n t h e Fr iary , is of 
m a j o r h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e to 
Bal lyhaunis . 

Fr. A n d e r s o n w a s w i t h o u t d o u b t a 
'Man of t h e People ' , to ta l ly d e d i c a t e d 
to all t h i n g s Ir ish, t h e n e e d s of t h e 
C h u r c h a n d t h e welfare of h i s flock. It 
is right a n d fitting tha t th i s grea t m a n 
s h o u l d b e r e m e m b e r e d w i t h pr ide , 
g ra t i tude a n d a d m i r a t i o n , n ine ty - four 
yea r s after h i s dea th , pa r t i cu la r ly in 
B a l l y h a u n i s w h e r e h e h e l p e d to 
res tore t h e A u g u s t i n i a n A b b e y to its 
fo rmer g lory . 

Fr. Anderson OSA & Prefects of the Confraternity in the 1870s 
Front: M.A. Waldron, Fr. Anderson, Maurice Fitzgerald, 

M.M. Waldron. Back: Dr. Crean, Andrew Forde, J. Healy, M. Lavan. 
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Portrait of the Artist as a 
Young Maneen 

B R O A D C A S T O N R T E R A D I O I N J A N U A R Y 1 9 9 6 

Iwas s i t t ing in A b b e y q u a r t e r 
wi th m y g r a n d m o t h e r w h e n it 
began to snow. She was failing. 

"I th ink I'll lie d o w n for a n hour", 
m y aun t said. She h a d sat u p all 
night. "Did y o u let ou t the hens?" 

"I did", I said. 
"There 's s o m e pota toes in the 

b a c k k i t chen y o u can give them." 
"OK." 
"She's all right. Aren ' t you all 

right?" She s t r a igh tened the pil­
low, looked ou t t he window. "Will 
you look at Kath leen ou t in the 
snow. What ' s s h e do ing a t all?" 

If I answered , she 'd neve r go. 
"Oh, she was d o w n at the well." 
"You m u s t be tired", I said. 
"I'll l ie d o w n n o w for an 

hour... .", she looked out the win­
dow again. 

At last she was gone. Alone 
wi th m y g randmothe r , I took the 
enve lope from m y pocket , took out 
the Chr i s tmas card a n d studied 
again for h i d d e n m e a n i n g its one 
word - Mary - in h e r clear, blue, 
fountain p e n ink. Looking out at 
the snow, I p ic tu red h e r s tepping 
out of the big house in Herber t 
Park, walk ing - w h e r e ? - u p to 
M o r e h a m p t o n road probably, and 
b u y i n g th i s card , w r i t i n g h e r 
n a m e , m y addres s , l icking this 
s t amp, pos t ing it - all for m e . 

My g r a n d m o t h e r m u t t e r e d 
someth ing , t u r n e d h e r h e a d a n d 
looked at m e . 

"I 'm here , g randma ." 
She shu t h e r eyes . I touched 

back the whi te hai r from he r fore­
head, s tudied h e r face: the skin 
d r a w n tight m a k i n g he r nose like a 
hook, the c reases like fine l ines. 

T h e s n o w was drifting down 
th rough the ba re b lack sycamores , 
into the potato garden . Soot fell 
d o w n the c h i m n e y , s m o k e puffed 
out into t he parlour. I looked 
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about at the ugly little armchair, 
the cheap o rnamen t s , the dark 
print of the Sacred Heart; and I 
took m y book, E n e m i e s of 
promise, to distance myself from it 
all. But that one word, Mary, kept 
appear ing , over lay ing Cyril 
Connolly's words, like the snow 
covering the fields outside. 

A s t amp of shoes at the back 
door, a "God Bless!" and footsteps 
through the kitchen: a neighbour 
looking in to see how m y grand­
mother was today; a pretext for 
gossip, too. I was from the city, 
but coming down here on holidays 
I had grown to fear this drifting in 
and out of the house, that raven­
ous hunge r for News, those X-Ray 
glances which pierced m y tweed 
sportscoat to the naked peasant ' s 
son undernea th . A glance at m y 
grandmother - dozing again - and 
the ne ighbour t u r n e d to m e . 
Coldly I nodded, said Yes and No 
until chat died and the neighbour 
left, defeated. She would have her 
revenge, I knew, at he r next port of 
call. I could imagine it all, for I 
heard it all before, for m y aun t was 
part of it too; she had to be, every­
one had to be; it was -1 had noted 
in m y little highbrow diary - the 
price you paid for living in close 
c o m m u n i o n with your neighbours. 
First there would be the hint of dis­
l i k e -

"What do you make of that 
young Kenny?" 

"The maneen?" The masonic 
sign would be answered. "Arra, 
he 's harmless." 

Then they would move into the 
open - "he's not as clever as he 
thinks " And then w h e n the 
neighbour left she in tu rn would 
be pulverised. That 's what it was 

like, I thought : a m a c h i n e reduc ing 
everyth ing that stood out to pow­
der. 

I looked out the par lour win­
dow at the snow still falling. A n d 
ye t - there was always 'and yet ' 
he re - there was someth ing beaut i ­
ful in it too; in that c o m m u n i o n . 
All together, at s tat ion masses , 
wakes, fairs; the re was someth ing I 
cou ldn ' t expla in , tha t kept m e 
coming back here, t hough I was n o 
longer a child to be sent here on 
school holidays. I was e igh teen 
now; J a n u a r y 1964. 

My g r a n d m o t h e r ' s fingers 
moved slowly to ano the r bead of 
h e r rosary; h e r nails were yellow 
against the white . I d rew the shee t 
u p about he r throat. The snow 
was falling m o r e heavi ly now; 
more s m o k e puffed d o w n t h e 
ch imney , mixing with t he smell of 
medic ine . . . and all at once, I want­
ed to be ou t of here, to be out the re 
in that whi te fairyland. A pack of 
wild geese passed overhead a n d 
their yelping cries down the chim­
ney sent a tingle down my back. 
Tha t was what did it. My gun was 
s tanding in the corner. The dog 
began to w h i m p e r with exci tement 
as I put cartr idges in m y pocket. 
Gently I s t epped outside, drew the 
door shut. 

Not a soul, not a shoemark on 
the straight, whi te-carpeted road 
until I reached the graveyard hill, 
where a t inker boy appeared ; t he 
cold or a s t a m m e r shivering his 
voice: 

"You didn' t see a p-p-piebald 
mare!" 

" I didn't ." 
"Thanks, s-s-sir." 
Gooseberr ies of green snot clot­

ted his nostrils; one of his Welling­
tons was cu t o p e n showing a blue, 
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n a k e d t o e . B u t a l l I c a r e d for w a s 
t h a t "s-s-sir ." I t s e t m e a b o v e , a p a r t 
f r o m w i n k s a n d w a t c h i n g n e i g h ­
b o u r s , f r o m t h a t p u l v e r i s i n g w o r l d ; 
i t w a r m e d m y h e a r t l i k e t h a t 
C h r i s t m a s c a r d i n m y i n s i d e p o c k ­
e t , t h a t h a d s e n t m e r u n n i n g d o w n 
h e r e . T h a t w a s r e a l l y w h y I w a s 
h e r e , w a s n ' t i t ? B e c a u s e a f t e r t h e 
m o n t h s o f c h a s i n g s h e h a d f i n a l l y 
s t o p p e d a n d t u r n e d t o m e ; a n d I 
h a d r u n , b a c k t o t h i s c h i l d h o o d 
c o c o o n . T h a t w a s w h y I w a s s o 
t o u c h y s u d d e n l y a b o u t w i n k s a n d 
w a t c h i n g n e i g h b o u r s , w a s n ' t i t ? I 
b e g a n t o w a l k m o r e q u i c k l y - o o h i t 
w a s c o l d . B e c a u s e t h a t c o c o o n w a s 
b r e a k i n g u p , f a l l i n g t o p i e c e s . 

B e a u t i f u l s n o w f l a k e s f a l l i n g 
s t i l l , filling i n m y f o o t p r i n t s d o w n 
t h e e m p t y s t r e e t s o f B a l l y h a u n i s , 
f i l l i n g t h e fields b e y o n d w i t h 
g h o s t l y w h i t e n e s s . F r o m c h i l d ­
h o o d y e a r s I k n e w t h e m l i k e t h e 
b a c k o f m y h a n d . I f o u n d t h e g a p , 
s l i p p e d i n . M y g r a n d m o t h e r 
w o u l d b e d o z i n g s t i l l ; I w o u l d b e 
b a c k b e f o r e m y a u n t w a s a w a k e . 

T h e d o g r a c e d a h e a d , d o w n t o 
I s l a n d L a k e , w h e r e h e p u t u p a 
s n i p e - a s c r e e c h i n g z i g - z a g o f 
b r o w n a n d s i l ve r . I s q u e e z e d t h e 
t r i g g e r , h e a r d t h e g u n ' s r e p o r t , fel t 
t h e b a r r e l h e a t i n m y f r o z e n h a n d , 
s a w t h e f l a s h a g a i n s t t h e s t o n e 
g r e y s k y , s m e l l e d t h e p o w d e r , a n d 
s a w t h e b i r d d r o p b e t w e e n s n o w y 
s c r a w s - a l l i n t h e o n e t h r i l l i n g 
i n s t a n t . T h e d o g r a n t o r e t r i e v e , 
l o o k e d a t m e s i d e w a y s , t h e n 

s l o p e d off w i t h t h e s n i p e i n h i s 
j a w s ; s n a r l i n g a s I r a n t o s n a t c h it 
b e f o r e h e c o u l d d e v o u r i t . O n c e , 
w h e n h e h a d d o n e t h a t a n d I h a d 
b e a t e n h i m , h e h a d s u n k h i s j a w s 
i n t o m y l e g . " H e ' s m a d " m y f a t h e r 
s a i d " l ike a l l t h e K e n n y s . " 

A w o r k i n g d o g , b r e d for t h e 
s h o w b e n c h , a s c o n f u s e d , e a g e r , 
t i m i d - v i c i o u s a s m y s e l f , h e r a n 
a h e a d a g a i n , s l i n k i n g p a s t a b u l ­
l o c k , y e l p i n g a t a b l a c k b i r d , s n a p ­
p i n g a t s n o w f l a k e s . I t h o u g h t o f 
m y f a t h e r a g a i n , i m a g i n e d h i s l o o k 
- t h a t l o o k i n h e r i t e d f r o m m y 
g r a n d m o t h e r , t h e c o o l g l a n c e 
r e s e r v e d for foo l s - a n d w a s g l a d h e 
w a s n ' t w i t h m e . I l i c k e d t h e b l o o d 
f r o m m y s e c o n d finger, c u t a s 
a l w a y s b y t h e t r i g g e r g u a r d ' s 
r e c o i l ; a n o t h e r r e a s o n I d i d n ' t l i k e 
s h o o t i n g , n o t r e a l l y , a n d l o a d e d 
t h e g u n a g a i n , s p r i n g i n g f r o m 
s c r a w t o s c r a w a g a i n . 

F a r a h e a d t h e d o g r a c e d a l o n g 
t h e n e x t l a k e ' s l i m e s t o n e y s h o r e , 
p u t t i n g u p a f lock o f g o l d e n p l o v e r . 
A h u n d r e d b i r d s , f l y i n g a s o n e , 
t h e y s k i m m e d a c r o s s t h e w a t e r , 
t u r n e d a s o n e , g o l d t u r n i n g t o s i l ­
v e r a s t h e y s w u n g b a c k a b o v e m e . 
A g o o d s h o t m a d e m e b e t t e r . I 
fired a g a i n a n d b r o u g h t o n e d o w n , 
g o l d a n d s i l v e r f e a t h e r s r e d d e n i n g 
w i t h b l o o d t h a t s t a i n e d t h e s n o w . I 
p u t it i n m y o t h e r p o c k e t . 

B u t t h e r e w a s h e r f ace a g a i n , 
M a r y ' s f a c e a g a i n : s e r i o u s , s h i n i n g 
a s it h a d b e e n w h e n I m e t h e r 
b e f o r e C h r i s t m a s , w h e n s h e h a d 

t u r n e d , d r a w i n g a s t r a n d o f h e r 
h a i r b a c k from h e r e y e s - a c l e a r 
s t r a i g h t l o o k i n t o m y e y e s , a f l e c k 
o f c o l o u r a p p e a r i n g i n h e r c h e e k ; a 
l o o k t h a t frightened a n d d e l i g h t e d 
m e . I r a m m e d a n o t h e r c a r t r i d g e 
i n t o t h e b r e e c h . 

H a l f w a y d o w n M a n n i n l a k e 
n o w . O n m y lef t , o u t o n t h e w a t e r , 
a ra f t o f w i l d d u c k w h i s t l e d a n d 
m e w e d a n d q u a c k e d a n d s p l a s h e d , 
o u t o f r a n g e . O n m y r i g h t - t h e 
h o l y w e l l , w a t e r b u b b l i n g u p a l l 
t h e t i m e , t u m b l i n g t h e g o l d s a n d a t 
t h e b o t t o m . M y m i n d s t i l l t u m ­
b l i n g , I p l u n g e d m y h a n d i n t o t h e 
b e a u t i f u l n u m b i n g c l e a r w a t e r . 
W h y d i d I f e a r t h a t p u l v e r i s i n g 
w o r l d ? W h y d i d I w a n t t o b e p a r t 
o f it t o o ? W h y d i d I j u m p u p t h e n , 
m y f a c e r e d d e n i n g , p r e t e n d i n g I 
h a d j u s t b e e n w a s h i n g m y b l o o d y 
f i n g e r a s I s a w s o m e o n e a p p r o a c h 
d o w n t h e w h i t e s l o p e ? B e c a u s e 
t h e y w e r e a l w a y s w a t c h i n g o n e 
a n o t h e r , f l y i n g a s o n e , l i k e t h o s e 
g o l d e n p l o v e r . T h e b o y s i n m y 
c l a s s a t s c h o o l , t h e y h a d b e e n l i k e 
t h a t t o o , l a u g h i n g a s o n e w h e n I 
s l i p p e d i n t o M a y o E n g l i s h , s a i d "I 
d o b e . . . " 

B u t t h i s s t r a n g e r w a s n ' t w a t c h ­
i n g m e , w a s i g n o r i n g m e , a n d I s a w 
it w a s t h e t i n k e r b o y w h o h a d 
a s k e d m e a b o u t a p i e b a l d m a r e . 
B u t n o w h e h a d a b r i n d l e d g r e y ­
h o u n d a t h i s h e e l , a d e a d h a r e i n 
h i s h a n d , a s m i l e o n h i s f a c e a s h e 
c u t a h e a d o f m e , d o w n t h e s h o r e t o 
t h e e n d o f t h e l a k e w h e r e t h e y 
w e r e c a m p e d . A n o t h e r f l o c k I d i d 
n o t b e l o n g t o : t h e w o m a n b u i l d i n g 
u p a fire o f b e e c h b r a n c h e s u n d e r 
a p o t o f w a t e r a l r e a d y b o i l i n g 
w h i t e for t h a t h a r e ; a Y o r k s h i r e t e r ­
r i e r a s l e e p o n a h e a p o f s t o l e n h a y ; 
a s m a l l g i n g e r - h a i r e d m a n h o l d i n g 
a b i c y c l e ; t h e c h i l d r e n c l u s t e r e d i n 
t h e s t e a m a n d s m o k e t h a t b l e w 
w i t h t h e s n o w o u t a c r o s s t h e l a k e . 
O h l o v e l y l i fe! 

I t r i e d t o p i c t u r e h e r , p i c t u r e 
M a r y b y m y s i d e h e r e , t o i m a g i n e 
h e r h a n d i n m i n e a s it h a d b e e n 
t h a t e v e n i n g w e w a l k e d a r o u n d 
S t e p h e n ' s G r e e n t o g e t h e r - a l l f o u r 
s i d e s - b u t c o u l d n ' t . I t u r n e d 
c o l d . . . . G o d , it w a s g e t t i n g c o l d . I 
b r u s h e d s n o w off m y t w e e d h a t . 



"You d i d n ' t s ee a p ieba ld 
mare?" T h e ch i ld ren called, laugh­
ing, a n d I began to walk quickly 
again. 

Walking w h e r e ? T h e road back 
h o m e ran a long the o the r shore, 
w h e r e I c o u l d s ee t h e w i n d 
crushed h a w t h o r n m a r k i n g the old 
chi ldren 's bur ia l g round, w h e r e an 
infant unc le lay, a m o n g the anony­
mous s n o w y scraws. No, not that 
way. Up the stiff whi te hill ran the 
road to Kilgarriff, w h e r e ano the r 
uncle would b e si t t ing a lone look­
ing into his fire. But wha t would I 
say w h e n I got t he r e? T h a t his 
m o t h e r was hold ing h e r o w n ? And 
he would t ry to hold back tears, 
but t h e y would slip out, d o w n a 
face tha t looked ha rd as split flint. 
No, No. 

Barr! Barr! - 1 t h r e w the g u n to 
my shoulder, firing right a n d left 
as a woodcock rose like a shadow, 
winging b e t w e e n trees; m y n u m ­
ber six shot h a m m e r i n g a dark pat­
te rn on the s n o w p las te red bark . A 
miss. I l icked m o r e blood from m y 
second finger. I was in Mann in 
wood now, w a n d e r i n g though the 
old d e m e s n e , a spa rk l ing , 
w h i t e p o w d e r e d w i l d e r n e s s . So 
cold now, so cold. Two ravens 
drifted from a t r ee top and, grunt­
ing like pigs, t u m b l e d away in the 
wind that was r is ing. I r e t u r n e d to 
m y whi t e world: lovely s i lence 
falling still, cover ing everything, 
covering m e as I m a d e m y way, 
walking m o r e quickly now, feet 
s inking in t he drifts a l ready form­
ing, u p t h e old a v e n u e to the 
ru ined big house ; the dr iven snow 
piercing m y c lo thes as I s t epped 
out of the she l t e r ing t rees; past the 
b roken d o w n Morr is Minor - a 
white Sussex h e n she l te r ing in the 
driver 's seat; fallen t rees , b rambles 
- every th ing c lear cut beautiful in 
the falling wh i t eness . T h e r e it 
was, M a n n i n House , i ts fagade 
b rushed whi te , dazzl ing as that 
Chr is tmas card s c e n e in m y inside 
pocket. Th i s was w h e r e m y legs 
had car r ied m e . I stood, shiver ing 
now. Set u p on a sill, b locking an 
old window, was a s tone carved 
with a coat of a r m s : a l ion p ranc ing 
be tween th ree c rescen t moons ; the 

snow driven into the lines, throw­
ing the carving out into high relief. 
It looked beautiful like that , I 
thought, as I stood picturing the 
m a n who had made it, driving a 
chisel the size of a pencil, puffing 
the stone dust before h i m as he 
raised the lips of the fierce mouth , 
the claws of those flexed toes, the 
tail curled like a whip. . . And 
s tanding there, as slowly, suddenly 
as m y coldness turned to n u m b ­
ness , I realised, admi t ted , saw 
clearly - as if some other stone 
carving had finally taken shape -
that I wouldn' t mee t Mary, could­
n't go through with it, that some­
thing in me shrank from it.... 

"Hi!" 

I turned. The snowed up door 
had opened; a pepper and salt 
head of hair appeared. 

"Stand in out of that!" It was 
the old pos tman who lived he re 
now. I knew h im to see from drift­
ing along this shore. He made 
room for m e in the doorway. A 
statuet te of St. Phi lomena in the 
fanlight looked out over our heads 
serene ly at the blizzard. 

"The same bloody old stuff. 
Nine mon ths of winter - and what 's 
the other th ree only hit and miss, 
hah?" 

I licked snowflakes from m y 
lips, s tamped m y feet in man ly 
fashion. The snow carried over 
the long, low house, itself snug 
u n d e r the chin of the hill, and 
across the lake and up the white 
road, whipping the tail of the tin­
kers ' honey mare be tween h e r 
haunches . Looking at the encamp­
m e n t he said: "That's all that 's in it 
now. And they'll be going soon, I'll 
go bail. Sure any m a n that 'd live in 
Ireland now, he 'd a right to have 
his head examined by one of t hem 
Harley Street specialists, hah?" 

"The tay's wet." A woman ' s 
voice from inside. 

He laid a huge warm hand to 
my cheek. "Urra, you ' re starved 
with the cold. Come into the fire." 
He led the way in broken backed 
slippers down to the old kitchen: 
big, whitewashed, black-raftered, 
floored in bare flags; smell ing of 
turfsmoke and potatoes. The old 

woman , wife or sister, wi th garters , 
wi thout stockings, ben t over the 
fire, swung the kett le back onto 
the c h i m n e y hook, s t ra ightened 
slowly, smil ing -

"And who 's this l adeen at all?" 
I told her. She k n e w m y grand­

mother . "And is she alive yet?" 
T h e y were related somehow; she 
told m e h o w as she poured the tea, 
danc ing over the generat ions , as 
quick with ances t ry as she was 
slow in walk. "Well isn't she the 
mighty woman." She hobbled over 
to the dresser, pressed a h a n d to 
h e r back, gave a small gasp of 
pain. 

I laid down m y gun, the dog lay 
down on the hear ths tone . I sat on 
the hard deal chair and s t re tched 
m y frozen feet to the fire, m y 
h a n d s t ingling with pain as they 
came alive again. I looked about. 
A smokey Sacred Heart picture on 
the c h i m n e y b r e a s t , a n d u n d e r ­
neath , rear ing from ei ther e n d of 
t he m a n t e l , two b ronze ho r ses 
with bronze boys standing tiptoe to 
ca tch t h e b r id le s - r i bbons of 
b ronze gone green, r emains of the 
big house days. 

"They were there ever", she fol­
lowed m y glance. "I don ' t k n o w 
w h y we have them. Only collect­
ing dust." 

"Well", the old p o s t m a n said 
"No horses in Ireland have as fine 
a t ime as they have. T h e y have the 
finest t ime in all Ireland." 

Oh no - I thought, as I s ipped 
the sweet scalding tea, and felt the 
wall of hea t move out from the 
fire. As the j ou rney back through 
the snow, and the j o u r n e y t h e n to 
Dublin, and that inevitable failure, 
funk, resolution or wha tever it was 
ahead, faded for the m o m e n t like 
the cold, and for half an hour, as if 
it was forever, I enjoyed this haven 
- oh no, I have! I looked out the 
window at the whirl ing snow, and 
as if s troked by a ghost, the back of 
m y hair stiffened in delight. I 
t hough t of it again next week 
when , w h e n I could not cry, I 
touched m y g randmothe r ' s cold 
face framed in he r coffin's whi te 
lining. She had fallen as leep while 
I was out, she never woke again. 
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"I accept this bursary so 

that I can learn from musi­

cal experts in other coun­

tries and bring this experi­

ence back to Ireland, and 

to the West." 

So sa id Mar i a M c G a r r y from 

B a l l y h a u n i s w h e n s h e a d d r e s s e d 

a c e l e b r i t y a u d i e n c e a t t h e 

B e r k l e y C o u r t H o t e l in D u b l i n 

a f t e r s h e h a d b e e n p r e s e n t e d 

w i t h a £ 5 , 0 0 0 b u r s a r y b y A n 

Tao i seach , Ber t ie A h e r n T.D. 

M a r i a w o n t h e a w a r d for t h e 

"Bursa ry for Young Art is ts" o n 

t h e i n a u g u r a l "Ka Spiri t of Life 

Ar t s" A w a r d s p r o v i d e d b y Ford 

I r e l a n d in a s soc ia t ion w i t h t h e 

S u n d a y I n d e p e n d e n t . Mar ia fea­

t u r e d o n a l ive p i a n o per for ­

m a n c e o n RTE. T h e "Ka Spiri t of 

Life" A r t s Bur sa ry is a fu r the r All 

I r e l a n d a c h i e v e m e n t for t h e 

n i n e t e e n y e a r old p i an i s t from 

B a l l y h a u n i s w h o h a s a c h i e v e d a 

n u m b e r of n a t i o n a l d i s t i nc t i ons 

d u r i n g 1997; for e x a m p l e , Mar ia 

w a s s e l e c t e d to r e p r e s e n t I r e l a n d 

i n t h e G u a r d i a n I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

P i a n o C o m p e t i t i o n a t t h e 

Na t iona l C o n c e r t Hal l l as t M a y 

a n d w e n t o n to w i n t h e " J o h n 

Field" c a t e g o r y . Earlier , s h e w a s 

a w i n n e r i n t h e F i t z w i l t o n 

"Search for E x c e p t i o n a l Talent" 

Trus t a n d a lso r e c e i v e d a n a w a r d 

in t h e L e s n e y B u r s a r y . 

T h e h i g h l i g h t for Mar i a w a s 

t h e n i g h t s h e w o n t h e "Ulster 

Bank F o u n d a t i o n " B u r s a r y for 

£15,000, p l u s a spec i a l l y c o m m i s ­

s i o n e d Water ford Glass T rophy , 

a n exc i t i ng e v e n t w h i c h t o o k 

p lace o n t h e La te La te Show. 

Mar ia w a s s e l e c t e d a s t h e ' u n a n i ­

m o u s w i n n e r ' b y a n 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l J u r y . T h e exci te­

m e n t for M a y o a n d B a l l y h a u n i s 

w a s f u r t h e r h i g h l i g h t e d w h e n 

R o s a l e e n Kelly, of Kil tybo, w o n 

t h e B o n a n z a H o l i d a y A w a r d o n 

t h e s a m e p r o g r a m m e . I n 

b e t w e e n t h e s e c o m p e t i t i o n s , 

M a r i a t r a v e l l e d t h r o u g h o u t 

I r e l a n d to c o n c e r t p e r f o r m a n c e s , 

in A n G r i a n á n , Clifden, G o e t h e 

Ins t i t u t e , Royal C o n c e r t Ha l l a n d 

t h e R.D.S. She a l so p e r f o r m e d at 

a r t s fes t ivals in K i l k e n n y , Boyle 

a n d Cl i fden. H o w e v e r , for Mar ia , 

t h e c o n c e r t h i g h l i g h t w a s t h e 

n igh t s h e p l a y e d i n h e r A l m a 

Mate r : to a full h o u s e i n t h e 

C o m m u n i t y School , B a l l y h a u n i s . 

T h r o u g h o u t t h i s h e c t i c s c h e d ­

u l e of c o n c e r t s a n d p e r f o r ­

m a n c e s , s t u d i e s h a d to c o n t i n u e . 

Maria is a t h i r d y e a r s t u d e n t of 

Mus ic (affi l iated t o D u b l i n Ci ty 

U n i v e r s i t y ) u n d e r t h e w o r l d 

f a m o u s Dr. J o h n O ' C o n o r . 

Exams , s t u d i e s a n d all t h e o t h e r 

d i s t r ac t i ons of s t u d e n t life h a v e 

to fit in . It is a b u s y t i m e for 

Maria b u t s h e d o e s it b e c a u s e of 

t he e n j o y m e n t t h a t m u s i c b r i n g 

to h e r s e l f a n d to o t h e r s ; a n d 

tha t ' s w h a t Mus i c is all abou t . 
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Travels in the Southern 
Hemisphere 

A f t e r t h r e e y e a r s a t c o l l e g e , I 
w a s n o t q u i t e i n t h e m o o d t o s e t t l e 
d o w n a n d w o r k h a r d , s o I d e c i d e d 
I s h o u l d g o s e e a f e w p l a c e s b e f o r e 
I g o t b o g g e d d o w n w i t h w o r k . I 
lef t fo r N e w Z e a l a n d i n S e p t e m b e r 
1 9 9 5 a n d m y s t o p o v e r s o n t h e w a y 
i n c l u d e d F r a n k f u r t , S i n g a p o r e a n d 
Bal i . 

O n t h e w a y t o F r a n k f u r t I w a s 
a c c o m p a n i e d b y m y o l d b o s s , w h o 
t r a i n e d a r u n n e r t h a t w a s c o m p e t ­
i n g i n o n e o f G e r m a n y ' s b i g g e s t 
r a c e s o n t h a t d a y , s o w e h a d l o t s t o 
d i s c u s s . W e e x c h a n g e d g o o d l u c k 
w i s h e s a t t h e a i r p o r t a s I j o i n e d u p 
w i t h s e v e n o t h e r I r i s h p e o p l e . W e 
h a d a n i n t e r e s t i n g t i m e t r y i n g t o 
find o u r c o n n e c t i n g f l i gh t a s w e 
s i f t ed t h r o u g h t h e g u a r d s a n d t h e i r 
r a t h e r l a r g e m a c h i n e g u n s . I t w a s 
q u i t e a f e w h o u r s b e f o r e w e 
r e a c h e d S i n g a p o r e w h e r e w e o n l y 
s t a y e d l o n g e n o u g h t o h a v e a 
q u i c k v i e w o f t h e a i r p o r t . A f t e r 
a n o t h e r f e w h o u r s w e r e a c h e d Bal i 
w h e r e w e h a d a s t o p o v e r fo r a b o u t 
t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s . W e r e c e i v e d 
o u r t e m p o r a r y v i s a s a n d h a d a 
q u i c k l o o k a t t h e w o r l d o u t s i d e t h e 
a i r p o r t . I t w a s v e r y d i r t y a n d 

w a r m o u t s i d e a n d it s t r u c k m e a s 
a p l a c e I w o u l d n o t w i s h t o r e t u r n 
t o a g a i n . W e a t e a n d s l e p t a n d 
t h e n g o t u p i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e 
n i g h t for t h e r e m a i n i n g l e g o f o u r 
j o u r n e y t o N e w Z e a l a n d . W h e n 
w e a r r i v e d i n A u c k l a n d i t w a s 
e a r l y m o r n i n g , b u t w e w e r e v e r y 
t i r e d . M y n e w e m p l o y e r h a d 
c o m e t o c o l l e c t m e , b u t , b e f o r e I 
r e a c h e d m y n e w r e s i d e n c e , w e 
h a d t o t a k e i n a r a c e m e e t i n g o n 
t h e w a y . U n l i k e I r e l a n d , t h e y 
h a v e t e n r a c e s o n a c a r d i n N e w 
Z e a l a n d , s o e v e n I w a s q u i t e b o r e d 
a s t h e d a y w e n t o n . T h e f irst t h i n g 
t h a t c a u g h t m y e y e a b o u t N e w 
Z e a l a n d w e r e t h e t i m b e r h o u s e s t o 
w h i c h I w a s n o t a c c u s t o m e d , b u t I 
s o o n h a d t o m a k e m y s e l f f a m i l i a r 
w i t h t h e m w h e n I s a w m y n e w 
r e s i d e n c e . 

I h a d o n l y a r r i v e d w h e n M o u n t 
R a p h e a u s t a r e d t o e r u p t . T h i s vo l ­
c a n o h a d b e e n d o r m a n t for t h e 
p r e v i o u s for ty- f ive y e a r s . O n o n l y 
m y s e c o n d d a y t h e r e I h a d a d a y 
off, s o I t r a v e l l e d 2 5 0 m i l e s d o w n 
t h r o u g h N e w Z e a l a n d t o s e e t h i s 
v o l c a n o w i t h s o m e n e w w o r k ­
m a t e s . B e t w e e n t h e v o l c a n o a n d 

by Joseph (Burke 

t h e F r e n c h n u c l e a r t e s t s off t h e 
c o a s t , t h e r e w a s q u i t e a l o t o f 
n o i s e a n d s m o k e d u r i n g t h e first 
f e w d a y s o f m y s t a y . 

T i m e p a s s e d q u i t e q u i c k l y a n d 
s o o n i t w a s C h r i s t m a s . By t h e n , I 
h a d b e c o m e a c c u s t o m e d t o rising 
a t 4 . 1 5 a . m . a n d b e i n g u n d e r t h e 
ful l g a z e o f t h e r a c e t r a c k f lood­
l i g h t s for 4 . 4 5 a . m . T h e n t h e r e 
w e r e t w e l v e t o s i x t e e n h o r s e s t o b e 
r i d d e n b e f o r e b r e a k f a s t a t 9 .30 
a . m . It w a s s t a r t i n g t o g e t r e a l l y 
h o t a n d if w e c o u l d h a v e w o r n 
s h o r t s w h i l s t r i d i n g t h e h o r s e s w e 
p r o b a b l y w o u l d h a v e , b u t t h e r e 
w e r e r a c e t r a c k r u l e s a b o u t d r e s s . 
O n St. S t e p h e n ' s D a y i t w a s D e r b y 
D a y a n d C h r i s t m a s w a s s o o n for­
g o t t e n a b o u t , a s t h e D e r b y 
f a v o u r i t e h a d t o b e a t t e n d e d t o . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , h e s t u m b l e d o n 
t h e c o r n e r w h i l e c h a n n e l l i n g for 
t h e l e a d a n d , d o w n w i t h h i m w e n t 
al l o u r p r e p a r a t i o n - g o n e i n a s e c ­
o n d . T h a t ' s r a c i n g . I m a g i n e h o w 
t h e t r a i n e r fel t , o r e v e n t h e j o c k e y , 
w h e n h e c a m e to ! 

By A p r i l , I h a d s e e n a l l I w a n t ­
e d t o s e e a n d l e a r n t al l I w a s g o i n g 
t o l e a r n a b o u t t h e i n d u s t r y in N e w 
Z e a l a n d , s o I d e c i d e d it w a s t i m e 
t o m o v e o n . By J u n e I h a d f i n a l l y 
s e c u r e d a j o b for t h r e e f r i e n d s a n d 
I, t h r o u g h a n A u s t r a l i a n j o c k e y 
w h o m I h a d p r e v i o u s l y w o r k e d 
w i t h i n I r e l a n d . W e al l lef t for 
S y d n e y f r o m C a m b r i d g e A i r p o r t , 
w h i c h w a s n o t h i n g m o r e t h a n a 
l a r g e s h e d a n d , a s y o u c a n i m a g ­
i n e , c u s t o m s w e r e q u i t e s l a c k ! 
O n e o f t h e m o s t a m a z i n g m e m o ­
r i e s I h a v e w a s o f f l y i n g i n o v e r 
S y d n e y H a r b o u r a n d O p e r a 
H o u s e . I k n e w s t r a i g h t a w a y t h a t 
I w a s r e a l l y g o i n g t o e n j o y 
A u s t r a l i a . 

H o w e v e r , m y e n j o y m e n t w a s 
s h o r t - l i v e d w h e n I d i s c o v e r e d t h a t 
I h a d t o b e a t w o r k a t 4 . 0 0 a . m . 
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h e r e ! But I was work ing for the 
g r e a t e s t A u s t r a l i a n r a c e h o r s e 
t r a ine r ever, a n d o n e of t he bes t in 
t h e World - Bart C u m m i n g s . I got 
to r ide s o m e of t he bes t ho r ses in 
Austral ia too, inc lud ing "Saintly", 
Aus t ra l ian Horse of t he Year for 
1996-97. Also, w e f inished work at 
8.00 a .m. a n d tha t w a s ou r day ' s 
w o r k d o n e - so it was great , a great 
j o b real ly. However , it was not to 
last for l ong as I was t h r o w n from 
a hor se o n e m o r n i n g a n d I frac­
tu red m y wr is t in four places: th is 
p u t an e n d to m y riding. 

By th is t i m e it was September , 
a n d the M e l b o u r n e C u p Carnival 
w a s s tar t ing soon, so I dec ided to 
m a k e m y way d o w n to Me lbourne 
in case I'd m i s s a n y t h i n g . O n the 
way I s t o p p e d at Canber ra : this is 
m o r e a n admin i s t r a t ive city t h a n 
a n y t h i n g else . It was bui l t w h e n 
M e l b o u r n e ( the fo rmer capital of 

Austral ia) and Sydney could no t 
agree on wh ich city shou ld b e cap­
ital, so t h e y c rea ted a n e w m e t r o p ­
olis w h i c h was a lmost equid is tan t 
from e a c h city. 

I s t ayed in a Youth Hoste l in 
M e l b o u r n e for the w e e k s coming 
u p to t he cup . T h e r e I m e t qui te a 
var ia t ion of people a n d we h a d a 
great l augh . O n Derby Day I w e n t 
to t he t rack in shor ts a n d tee-shirt , 
qui te un l ike the at t ire r equ i red in 
o rde r to gain admiss ion to a race­
course o n Derby Day o n th is side 
of t h e wor ld . But w h e n Cup Day 
itself arr ived, a shir t a n d tie was 
on the agenda . T h e favourite was 
t h e I r i sh i n v a d e r "Oscar 
Schindler." But the Ozzies had o n e 
u p the i r s leeve in a horse n a m e d 
"Saintly", t r a i n e d b y Bart 
C u m m i n g s , w h o w o n as h e l iked. 
T h e r e was a major par ty that n ight 
in the 'Saintly c a m p ' wh ich was 

qui te a night . 
W h e n t h e c u p w a s over, 

M e l b o u r n e s e e m e d qu i t e dese r ted 
a n d I dec ided it w a s n o w t i m e to 
h e a d for h o m e a n d to pu t w h a t I 
h a d lea rn t , b o t h at college a n d on 
m y travels , to work . It h a d b e e n a 
good fifteen m o n t h s and, o n the 
way back , I s t o p p e d off in Austria 
for t he day. It w a s ve ry dark, cold 
a n d g loomy in V i e n n a - qu i te a 
cont ras t to w h a t I h a d left b e h i n d -
b u t a foretaste of w h a t w a s to 
c o m e w h e n I r e a c h e d London . 
Here , I r ecovered for a few days 
before c o m i n g b a c k to I re land. I 
n o w work for a Bloodstock Agent 
w h o b u y s r a c e h o r s e s for foreign 
cl ients, so t he con tac t s I m a d e 
abroad have p roved very useful 
and I h a v e b e e n able to k e e p in 
touch wi th m o s t of t h e m th rough 
m y job. It was a v e r y wor thwhi l e 
expe r i ence all r o u n d . 

FRIENDS OF 

Croi 
BALLYHAUNIS 
& DISTRICT 

6y JfeCen Meehan 

Fr i ends of Croi Bal lyhaunis 

a n d District was set u p by 

Milo H e n r y two yea r s ago. 

It is a fund raising organisat ion to 

h e l p the fight against hea r t d isease 

in the West of I reland. 1996/1997 

was a very successful y e a r for Croi. 

As m e m b e r s h i p grew, e v e n t s 

b e c a m e e a s i e r to o rgan i se a n d 

inv i t a t ions to o u t s i d e v e n u e s 

flowed in. Successful fund raising 

has taken place in Ballyhaunis, 

Tooreen , Bal l in lough a n d 

Ballyvary. 

To da te , F r i e n d s of Croi 

Bal lyhaunis and District has b e e n 

associated wi th install ing a s t ress 

m a c h i n e in C a s t l e b a r G e n e r a l 

Hospital a n d has secu red a defibu-

lator for the local area. T h e offi-

A presentation to Helen Meehan (Secretary/PRO), on behalf of the people from 
Ballyhaunis & District who contributed voluntarily over the past 12 months. 

Lto ft Marion Fitzpatrick, Martina Nolan, Brendan Hoban, Catherine Sloyan, 
Rita Lundon, Noel Sloyan, Peggy Henry, Helen Meehan, Donal Shanaghy, Yvonne 
Loughran. Missing from Photograph: Eddie Mulhern (Vice-Chairperson, Rosaleen 
*r Hugh Curley, Michael Curley, Mary Hannah O'Connor, Martin Gavin. 

cers arc Rita Lundon, Chairperson; 

Helen Meehan , Secre ta ry / P R O . ; 

Donal Shanaghy , Treasure r a n d 

Eddie Mulhe rn , Vice-Chairperson. 

T h e c o m m i t t e e and m e m b e r s 

wish to t hank Midwest Radio, the 

Wes te rn People, the C o n n a u g h t 

Te legraph a n d the Par ish 

Newslet ter for all t he favourable 

publicity given to the organisat ion 

th roughout the year. 

T h a n k s also to the propr ie tors 

of the var ious v e n u e s w h e r e func­

t ions w h e r e held. 
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BALLYHAUNIS 
G.A.A. CLUB 

Th e p a s t y e a r h a s b e e n 
a n o t h e r b u s y y e a r fo r 
B a l l y h a u n i s G . A . A . c l u b . 

We h a v e fielded s e v e n t e e n t e a m s 
a n d t h i s y e a r e n t e r e d a J u n i o r a n d 
S e n i o r t e a m i n t h e M a y o H u r l i n g 
C h a m p i o n s h i p . 

UNDER-10 FOOTBALL 
E v e r y S u n d a y m o r n i n g d u r i n g 

t h e m o n t h s f r o m M a r c h t o 
N o v e m b e r , y o u w i l l find s o m e fifty 
t o s i x t y b o y s a n d g i r l s a t t h e G .A .A . 
g r o u n d s , l e a r n i n g a n d e n j o y i n g 
t h e i r n a t i o n a l g a m e o f f o o t b a l l . 
T h e i r a g e s r a n g e f r o m s e v e n t o t e n 
a n d t h e m a i n a i m o f t h e s e t r a i n i n g 
s e s s i o n s i s t o g e t y o u n g b o y s a n d 
g i r l s i n t e r e s t e d i n G a e l i c g a m e s , 
l e a r n t h e b a s i c s k i l l s a n d , m o r e 
i m p o r t a n t l y , t o e n j o y t h e m s e l v e s . 

D u r i n g t h e 1 9 9 6 / 9 7 s e a s o n t h e 
B a l l y h a u n i s U n d e r - 8 a n d U n d e r - 1 0 
t e a m s p l a y e d g a m e s a g a i n s t 
M i c h a e l G l a v e y s , C a s t l e r e a , 
C l a r e m o r r i s , E i r e Óg , 

T o u r m a k e a d y , M o y D a v i t t s , 

6y James Reidy, Secretary 
C a s t l e b a r , Ba l l i na , L o u i s b u r g h a n d 
C h a r l e s t o w n . T h e y p a r t i c i p a t e d i n 
f o u r Bl i t zes t h e m a i n o n e b e i n g t h e 
C o u n t y Bli tz . T h i s w a s h e l d i n 
C a s t l e b a r a n d t h e y r e a c h e d t h e 
final, b e i n g b e a t e n b y B a l l i n a . 

A l s o , d u r i n g t h e y e a r t h e t e a m 
w a s b r o u g h t t o L o u i s b u r g h w h e r e 
t h e y n o t o n l y e n j o y e d a g o o d g a m e 
o f foo tba l l b u t a l s o w e n t t o t h e s e a ­
s i d e . T h e U n d e r - 1 0 s e a s o n fin­
i s h e d w i t h t h e M i c k O ' C o n n e l l 
T r o p h y . 

T h e U n d e r - 1 0 p a n e l : M a r k 
Kel ly , C o n o r M u l r e n n a n , L o r c a n 
F i n a n , J o h n M o n g a n , J o s e p h 
N e e n a n , C l a y t o n C o f f e y , J o h n 
J o r d a n , N e i l J o r d a n , J o h n C. 
H a l p i n , M i c h a e l W a l d r o n , C i a r á n 
W a l d r o n , J a r l a t h M e l l e t t , K e v i n 
G a l l a g h e r , R o s s C a r n e y , D a v i d 
H e a l y , K i m b e r l y M o r a n , L i za 
W e b b , C l a i r e P r e n t y , J o a n n a 
H o b a n , B r i a n G a l l a g h e r , J o h n 

G a l l a g h e r , S e a m u s O ' D w y e r , 
M i c h a e l C u n n i n g h a m , F e r g a l 
L y o n s , A u s t i n L y o n s , P a d r a i g 
C r i b b i n , J o h n L y o n s a n d S e a n 
O ' K a n e . 

T r a i n e r s : U n d e r - 1 0 : M i c h a e l 
G a l l a g h e r , B a r r y B u t l e r , M a r t i n 
F i n a n a n d J o h n H a l p i n . U n d e r - 8 : 
Bi l ly P h i l l i p s a n d S e a n M c N a m a r a . 

UNDER-10 HURLING 
T h i s c o m m e n c e d w i t h a n 

i n d o o r H u r l i n g L e a g u e i n t h e 
S c o u t s ' D e n . O v e r fifty b o y s a n d 
g i r l s h a d a n o u t s t a n d i n g s e r i e s o f 
g a m e s i n t h e S p r i n g o f 1 9 9 7 . E v e n 
t h o u g h t h e r e i s n o f o r m a l c o m p e t i ­
t i o n a t U n d e r - 1 0 o r U n d e r - 1 1 l e v e l s 
a n u m b e r o f c h a l l e n g e g a m e s w e r e 
p l a y e d a g a i n s t Sl igo a n d C a s t l e b a r 
t e a m s . 

UNDER-12 FOOTBALL 
T h e U n d e r - 1 2 t e a m c o m ­

m e n c e d t r a i n i n g o n S u n d a y m o r n ­
i n g s from e a r l y M a r c h , a n d m a n y 
of t h e p l a y e r s c o n t i n u e d t r a i n i n g 
a t U n d e r - 1 2 , U n d e r -13 a n d U n d e r 
-14 l e v e l r i g h t u p t o t h e b e g i n n i n g 
o f N o v e m b e r . I n t h e U n d e r - 1 2 
L e a g u e t h e r e w e r e e i g h t g a m e s 
w i t h t h e t e a m w i n n i n g f o u r a n d 
l o s i n g f o u r t o f i n i s h in m i d - t a b l e . 
T h e h i g h l i g h t o f t h i s c a m p a i g n w a s 
t h e d e f e a t o f t a b l e t o p p e r s , 
B u r r i s h o o l e , i n a v e r y e x c i t i n g 
h o m e g a m e . 

* K 

Cnv»„t„, .OT it a iA v „th„H Rack row L to R: Martin Finan (Mentor); Tommy Moran (Mentor); Andrew 
Coventry '97 Under-14 Football.

 B™*™w

chrZtooher v/orfev, Alan Lucey, Tommy O'Dowd, Padraic Carney, 
Shanaghy, Jason Powers Hugh* ^ ^ J J X ^ S Waldron (Mentor). Front row: Stephen Shanaghy, 
F ^ w A ^ M c o t , ^ffi&Tffr Pennon, lan Prenty. Patrick Waldron. Join Prenty, úren 
Lilly, Keith Higgins, Barry Collum, Alan Lyons. 

TSqt SI 
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Corkman Ray Lucey, on the 'green bench'in the dugout in Croke Park while 
attending the All-Ireland U-16 and Minor All-Ireland 'C' Hurling Finals. 

I n t h e E a s t M a y o Bl i tz a v e r y 
e n j o y a b l e d a y ' s f o o t b a l l w a s w i t ­
n e s s e d a t t h e l o c a l G . A . A . p i t c h 
w i t h t h e l e v e l o f s k i l l s d i s p l a y e d 
b e i n g o f a v e r y h i g h s t a n d a r d . W e 
d e f e a t e d K i l t i m a g h a n d K i l m o v e e 
t o finish u p i n a p l a y - o f f for t h e 
f i n a l b u t u n f o r t u n a t e l y a v e r y 
s t r o n g A u g h a m o r e t e a m p r o v e d 
t o o g o o d o n t h e d a y . F o l l o w i n g 
t h i s d e f e a t t h e p l a y e r s r e m a i n e d i n 
t r a i n i n g i n p r e p a r a t i o n for t h e t r i p 
t o C o v e n t r y . 

T h e U n d e r - 1 2 p a n e l : I a n P r e n t y , 
K e i t h H i g g i n s , C i a n H i g g i n s , F e r g a l 
W a l s h e , C i a r a n Gr i f f i n , K a r e n Li l ly , 
P a t r i c k H e a n e y , L i a m L y o n s , C o l m 
G a l l a g h e r , W i l l i a m N e s t o r , D a v i d 
C o n n o l l y , D a v i d H a n n a n , M i c h a e l 
J o r d a n , P h e l i m C a r r o l l , D a n n y 
C a r r o l l , D a m i e n W a l d r o n , D e c l a n 
W a r d , A n t h o n y M u r p h y , A i d a n 
H e a l y a n d S h a z a d J a v i d . 

S e l e c t o r s : J . P r e n t y , T. W a l d r o n , 
J . Gr i f f i n a n d J . H a l p i n . 

UNDER-13 
T h e U n d e r - 1 3 t e a m h a d a v e r y 

s u c c e s s f u l y e a r q u a l i f y i n g for t h e 
C o u n t y S e m i - F i n a l a f t e r w i n n i n g a 
D i v i s i o n w h i c h c o n s i s t e d o f a l l A 
t e a m s . I n t h e first r o u n d w e 
d e f e a t e d B a l l a g h a d e r r e e n b y 2-13 
t o 2-10 a f t e r a t h r i l l i n g g a m e . N e x t 
o n t h e l i s t w e r e S w i n f o r d a n d , a f t e r 
a v e r y t o u g h g a m e , w e e m e r g e d 
v i c t o r i o u s o n a 2-10 t o l - 8 s c o r e l i n e . 
O u r n e x t g a m e w a s a w a y t o 
C h a r l e s t o w n a n d w e w e r e v e r y 

l u c k y t o w i n b y 1-8 t o 2-4. T h i s s e t 
u p a final g a m e w i t h A u g h a m o r e 
a n d , a s B a l l a g h a d e r r e e n w a s s t i l l 
i n v o l v e d i n t h e c o m p e t i t i o n , t h i s 
g a m e w a s , i n e f fec t , a final o f t h e 
D i v i s i o n a n d , a f t e r a v e r y e x c i t i n g 
g a m e , w e w o n t h e D i v i s i o n a l t i t l e 
o n a 1-13 t o 2-8 s c o r e l i n e . I n t h e 
C o u n t y S e m i - F i n a l w e w e r e c o m ­
p r e h e n s i v e l y d e f e a t e d b y a m u c h 
s t r o n g e r C a s t l e b a r t e a m . T h e 
t e a m f u l l y d e s e r v e d t h e i r s u c c e s s 
f o l l o w i n g t h e h u g e e f fo r t t h e y p u t 
i n d u r i n g t h e y e a r t r a i n i n g t w i c e a 
w e e k s i n c e M a r c h . 

T h e U n d e r - 1 3 p a n e l : S h a n e 
B u c k l e y , P a d r a i c C a r n e y , 
C h r i s t o p h e r B u r k e , K a r e n L i l ly , 
C i a n H i g g i n s , A l a n L y o n s , B r i a n 
M u l r e n n a n , K e i t h H i g g i n s , 
S t e p h e n S h a n a g h y , P a t r i c k 
W a l d r o n , J o h n P r e n t y , P a u l 
J o r d a n , F e r g a l W a l s h e , L i a m 
L y o n s , I a n P r e n t y , W i l l i a m N e s t o r , 
C i a r a n G r i f f i n , C o l m G a l l a g h e r , 
P a t r i c k H e a n e y , D a v i d H a n n a n , 
M i c h a e l J o r d a n , P h e l i m C a r r o l l , 
D a n n y C a r r o l l , M a r t i n M o n g a n , 
C h r i s t y M o r l e y , D e c l a n W a r d e a n d 
A n t h o n y M u r p h y . 

S e l e c t o r s : J o h n P r e n t y , T o m m y 
W a l d r o n a n d A n n a S h a n a g h y . 

UNDER-14 
T h e U n d e r - 1 4 t e a m r e a c h e d t h e 

E a s t M a y o F i n a l b e f o r e b e i n g c o m ­
p r e h e n s i v e l y d e f e a t e d b y 
K i l t i m a g h , h a v i n g d e f e a t e d 
C h a r l e s t o w n i n t h e S e m i - F i n a l 

fig*® 

a f t e r a r e p l a y . I n t h e C o u n t y 
L e a g u e s t h e y finished i n m i d - t a b l e 
w i t h v i c t o r i e s o v e r A r d n a r e e , 
L a h a r d a n e , C h a r l e s t o w n a n d 
T o u r m a k e a d y . 

T h e U n d e r - 1 4 p a n e l : S h a n e 
B u c k l e y , P a d r a i c C a r n e y , A n d r e w 
S h a n a g h y , K a r e n L i l l y , B r i a n 
M u l r e n n a n , J a s o n P o w e r s , K e i t h 
H i g g i n s , D e r e k M c C o n n , H u g h 
C a r n e y , P a t r i c k W a l d r o n , J o h n 
P r e n t y , S t e p h e n S h a n a g h y , F e r g a l 
W a l s h e , A l a n H e a l y , I a n P r e n t y , 
A l a n L u c e y , A l a n L y o n s , 
C h r i s t o p h e r B u r k e , P a u l J o r d a n , 
C i a n H i g g i n s , C i a r a n Gr i f f in , L i a m 
L y o n s , C o l m G a l l a g h e r , W i l l i a m 
N e s t o r , N o e l M a g u i r e a n d B a r r y 
C o l l u m . 

S e l e c t o r s : J o h n P r e n t y , A n n a 
S h a n a g h y a n d T o m m y W a l d r o n . 

BALLYHAUNIS G.A.A. 
BORD NA N-ÓG TRIP 
TO COVENTRY 

O n F r i d a y 3 r d o f O c t o b e r 
B a l l y h a u n i s G . A . A . C l u b B o r d N a 
n - Ó g t r a v e l l e d t o C o v e n t r y w i t h 
t h e U n d e r - 1 2 a n d U n d e r U n d e r - 1 4 
t e a m s a t t h e i n v i t a t i o n o f R o g e r 
C a s e m e n t s G . A . A . C l u b . T h e p a r t y 
c o n s i s t e d o f t h i r t y - e i g h t p l a y e r s ; 
B o r d n a n - Ó g O f f i c e r s : T o m m y 
M o r a n ( C h a i r m a n ) a n d M a r y 
P r e n t y ( S e c r e t a r y ) , C l u b 

C h a i r m a n G e r r y L y o n s , U n d e r - 1 2 
a n d U - 1 4 S e l e c t o r s T o m m y 
W a l d r o n , J o h n P r e n t y , A n n a 
S h a n a g h y , J o h n G r i f f i n , M a r t i n 
F i n a n a n d J o h n H a l p i n ; p a r e n t s : 
M a u r e e n L i l l y , B r e d a W a l d r o n , 
C a t h a l C a r r o l l , E i l e e n J o r d a n , 
M a r y M a g u i r e , M a r t h a G a l l a g h e r , 
M a r y W a l d r o n , S t a t i a W a r d e a n d 
P a m e l a H e a n e y . T h e p a r t y t r a v ­
e l l e d b y M o r a n ' s C o a c h f r o m 
B a l l y h a u n i s , t r a v e l l i n g t o 
H o l y h e a d b y fas t f e r r y . T h e p a r t y 
w a s m e t i n C o v e n t r y b y M a r t i n 
G r o g a n , V i c e C h a i r m a n o f R o g e r 
C a s e m e n t s C l u b , a n d f o r m e r l y o f 
C l a r e S t r e e t , B a l l y h a u n i s , a n d 
B e r n a r d K e a n e o f A n n a g h . 
F o l l o w i n g a m e a l t h e p l a y e r s w e r e 
a l l o c a t e d t o t h e h o s t h o u s e s b y t r i p 
c o - o r d i n a t o r P a t H o e y . B o r d n a n -
Ó g w i s h t o a c k n o w l e d g e t h e h o s p i ­
t a l i t y o f t h e f o l l o w i n g t o w a r d s t h e 
c h i l d r e n : P h i l W e b b , M a r g a r e t 

A 
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Ballyhaunis Hurlers on the panel of the County Minor Hurling team 
which reached the All-Ireland Final 21/4/96. L to R: Michael Regan, 

Kenneth Kirrane, Don Regan, Paul McConn, John Gallagher. 

Keith Higgins with Joe McDonagh, President C.L.C.G. at Mini-Sevens in 
Croke Park, All-Ireland Final 1997 (Hurling). 

K e a n e , G e r r y P u r f i e l d , B r i a n 
G a l v i n , B r i d g e t D o o l e y , J o h n 
G a l l a g h e r , M a r y G r o g a n , Liz 
Q u i r k e , C a r m e l H e g a r t y , P a d d y 
B r o w n e a n d P a t H o e y . 

O n S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g t h e p a r t y 
w a s t a k e n o n a s i g h t s e e i n g t o u r of 
C o v e n t r y b e f o r e t r a v e l l i n g t o P á i r c 
n a h É i r e a n n B i r m i n g h a m to p l a y 
W a r w i c k s h i r e a t U n d e r - 1 2 a n d 
U n d e r - 1 4 . F o l l o w i n g a v e r y exci t ­
i n g U n d e r - 1 4 g a m e , B a l l y h a u n i s 
w a s d e f e a t e d b y f o u r p o i n t s b y t h e 
W a r w i c k s h i r e t e a m w h o h a d w o n 
t h e N a t i o n a l F e i l e t i t l e i n D o n e g a l 
i n J u n e . A v e r y e x c i t i n g U n d e r - 1 2 
g a m e h a d t o g o t o e x t r a t i m e b e f o r e 
a b a t t l i n g B a l l y h a u n i s t e a m 
e m e r g e d v i c t o r i o u s b y o n e p o i n t . 
F o l l o w i n g t h e g a m e , a p r e s e n t a t i o n 
f u n c t i o n w a s h e l d w h e r e a l l t e a m s 
w e r e m a d e a s p e c i a l p r e s e n t a t i o n 
t o c o m m e m o r a t e t h e T r i p . A t t h i s 
f u n c t i o n , C l u b C h a i r m a n G e r r y 
L y o n s i s s u e d a n i n v i t a t i o n t o R o g e r 
C a s e m e n t s C l u b t o v i s i t 
B a l l y h a u n i s i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e . 
F o l l o w i n g t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n t h e 
t e a m s w e r e t a k e n t o G a m e s W o r l d 
w h e r e a m o s t e n j o y a b l e e v e n i n g 
w a s h a d b y t h e c h i l d r e n . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g p l a y e r s m a d e t h e 
j o u r n e y t o C o v e n t r y : S h a n e 
B u c k l e y , P a d r a i c C a r n e y , A n d r e w 
S h a n a g h y , K a r e n L i l l y , B r i a n 
M u l r e n n a n , J a s o n P o w e r s , K e i t h 
H i g g i n s , D e r e k M c C o n n , H u g h 
C a r n e y , P a t r i c k W a l d r o n , J o h n 
P r e n t y , S t e p h e n S h a n a g h y , F e r g a l 
W a l s h e , A l a n H e a l y , I a n P r e n t y , 
A l a n L u c e y , A l a n L y o n s , 
C h r i s t o p h e r B u r k e , P a u l J o r d a n , 
C i a n H i g g i n s , C i a r a n Gr i f f i n , L i a m 
L y o n s , C o l m G a l l a g h e r , W i l l i a m 
N e s t o r , N o e l M a g u i r e , B a r r y 
C o l l u m , P a t r i c k H e a n e y , D a v i d 
H a n n a n , P h e l i m C a r r o l l , D a n n y 
C a r r o l l , D a m i e n W a l d r o n , D e c l a n 
W a r d e , A n t h o n y M u r p h y , A i d a n 
H e a l y , C h r i s t o p h e r M o r l e y , G a r e t h 
M o r r i s s e y , C i a r á n W a l d r o n , 
K i m b e r l e y M o r a n , N i a l l P r e n t y 
a n d B r i a n W a l d r o n . 

O n S u n d a y m o r n i n g , f o l l o w i n g 
m a s s w i t h t h e h o s t f a m i l i e s , t h e 
p a r t y d e p a r t e d fo r h o m e a n d 
a r r i v e d b a c k i n B a l l y h a u n i s a t 
1 1 3 0 p . m . T h e t r i p w a s v e r y 
e n j o y a b l e fo r a l l c o n c e r n e d a n d 
B a l l y h a u n i s G . A . A . B o r d N a n - Ó g 

w i s h to c o m p l i m e n t t h e c h i l d r e n 
o n t h e i r b e h a v i o u r d u r i n g t h e 
w e e k e n d a n d t o t h a n k R o g e r 
C a s e m e n t s C l u b for t h e i r h o s p i t a l i ­
ty . T h e y a l s o w a n t to t h a n k t h e 
m a n y p e o p l e w h o s u p p o r t e d t h e 
F u n d R a i s i n g e v e n t s , s u c h a s t h e 
S p o n s o r e d W a l k a n d t h e G o l f 
C l a s s i c h e l d e a r l i e r in t h e yea r , 
w h i c h m a d e t h e t r i p w o r t h w h i l e . 

UNDER-12/NATIONAL 
SCHOOL HURLING 

At M i n i S e v e n s l e v e l 
B a l l y h a u n i s h a d a s u c c e s s f u l y e a r . 
B a l l y h a u n i s b e a t G l e n c a s t l e 3-6 to 
0-2 t o q u a l i f y for t h e C o u n t y F i n a l . 
I n t h e C o u n t y F i n a l St . M a r y ' s 
N a t i o n a l S c h o o l b e a t K n o c k 
N a t i o n a l S c h o o l b y 2-2 t o 1-0; t o p 

s c o r e r s : F e r g a l W a l s h , K e i t h 
H i g g i n s , L i a m L y o n s a n d B r i a n 
M u l r e n n a n . St. M a r y ' s t h e n w e n t 
o n t o r e p r e s e n t M a y o i n t h e 
C o n n a c h t M i n i S e v e n s F i n a l s i n 
A t h l e a g u e a t t h e e n d o f M a y . T h e y 
b e a t t h e R o s c o m m o n C h a m p i o n s , 
C l o o n c o l g a n , b y 3-4 t o 1-1; t h e 
L e i t r i m C h a m p i o n s C a r r i c k - o n -
S h a n n o n 1-3 to 0-2; a n d t h e S l igo 
c h a m p i o n s St. B r e n d a n ' s N .S . b y 4-
2 t o 0 - 1 . T h e y u n f o r t u n a t e l y l o s t t o 
a g r e a t G a l w a y t e a m , 
B a l l y m a n a g h t o , b y a s c o r e o f 3-3 t o 
3-8. A s a r e s u l t o f t h e s e g r e a t p e r ­
f o r m a n c e s F e r g a l W a l s h w a s s e l e c t ­
e d t o p l a y in C r o k e P a r k a t t h e 
i n t e r v a l o f t h e A l l - I r e l a n d S e m i -
F i n a l b e t w e e n W e x f o r d a n d 
T i p p e r a r y . K e i t h H i g g i n s w a s a l s o 
s e l e c t e d to p l a y d u r i n g t h e i n t e r v a l 
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o f t h e C l a r e v s T i p p e r a r y S e m i -
F i n a l . 

I n t h e N a t i o n a l S c h o o l c o m p e t i ­
t i o n St . M a r y ' s B a l l y h a u n i s N . S . 
w o n t h e C o u n t y F i n a l b e a t i n g 
K n o c k N . S . t o w i n t h e C u m a n n n a 
m B u n s c o i l , C o n r a d h n a G a e i l g e 
s p o n s o r e d c u p for t h e f o u r t h t i m e . 
S t . M a r y ' s c o m p l e t e l y d o m i n a t e d 
t h e f i r s t h a l f t o l e a d 3-6 t o 0-0 a t t h e 
b r e a k . I n t h e s e c o n d h a l f K n o c k 
N . S . r e s p o n d e d w i t h 2-1 b e f o r e 
B a l l y h a u n i s s c o r e d a n u m b e r o f 
p o i n t s a n d a f i na l g o a l b y C i a r a n 
G r i f f i n . 

S c o r e r s : F e r g a l W a l s h , K e i t h 
H i g g i n s , C h r i s t o p h e r M o r l e y , L i a m 
L y o n s , B r i a n M u l r e n n a n a n d C o l m 
G a l l a g h e r . C o n g r a t s t o J i m 
L u n d o n o n t h i s s u c c e s s . 

UNDER-14 HURLING 
B a l l y h a u n i s h u r l e r s c o m p e t e d 

a t t h i s l e v e l i n C h a m p i o n s h i p a n d 
F e i l e . A t t h e 1997 F e i l e c o m p e t i ­
t i o n T o o r e e n b e a t B a l l y h a u n i s i n 
t h e first r o u n d . I n t h e U n d e r - 1 4 
c h a m p i o n s h i p p r o p e r B a l l y h a u n i s 
w o n t h e i r first g a m e a g a i n s t 
B e l m u l l e t i n B e l m u l l e t . I n t h e s e c ­
o n d r o u n d C a s t l e b a r w e r e t h e v i c ­
t i m s o f a r u n a w a y s c o r e . N e x t , 
W e s t p o r t c a m e a n d w e n t w i t h 
a n o t h e r v i c t o r y for B a l l y h a u n i s . 
B a l l i n a a l s o fe l l o n t h e w a y . N e x t 
w a s T o o r e e n w h o w e r e d e f e a t e d i n 
a s p i r i t e d g a m e o f h u r l i n g . T h i s 
s u c c e s s q u a l i f i e d B a l l y h a u n i s for 
t h e i r s e c o n d U n d e r - 1 4 C o u n t y 
F i n a l i n t w o y e a r s . I n t h a t final t h e 
o p p o n e n t s w e r e W e s t p o r t . T h e 
g a m e w a s p l a y e d i n B a l l i n a , a n d 
w i t h t e n m i n u t e s lef t , W e s t p o r t 
c a u g h t B a l l y h a u n i s w i t h a g o a l fol­
l o w e d b y a n o t h e r w i t h i n t w o m i n ­
u t e s . W e s t p o r t w o n b u t t h e r e w a s 
n o d i s g r a c e i n t h e m a n n e r o f t h e 
d e f e a t . 

F i n a l l y , c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o 
J a s o n P o w e r s w h o w o n t h e C o u n t y 
U n d e r - 1 4 P u c F a d a C o m p e t i t i o n i n 
B a l l a l a s t M a y . T h i s w i n a f f o r d e d 
J a s o n t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e p r e s e n t 
M a y o a t T u a m d u r i n g t h c i n t e r v a l 
o f t h e C o n n a c h t C h a m p i o n s h i p 
b e t w e e n M a y o a n d G a l w a y . 

UNDER-16 HURLING 
At U n d e r - 1 6 l e v e l B a l l y h a u n i s 

w o n a n u m b e r o f t h e i r g a m e s , b u t , 
h a v i n g b e e n b e a t e n b y W e s t p o r t 

Indoor Hurling, Spring '97. Back Row: Joseph Kelly, John Lyons, 
Yanetta Powers, Paul Ward. Front: Patrick Kelly, Kevin Gallagher, 

Robert Cregg, David McNamara 

Indoor Hurling, Spring '97. Back Row: Lisa Carney, Elaine Carney, John 
Jordan, Brian Gallagher, Seamus O'Dwyer. Front: John Lyons 

(Knockbrack), Sean Ronayne, Shane Nolan. 

Indoor Hurling, Spring '97. Back Row: James Ronayne, Conor 
Mulrennan (Capt), David Healy, Joanne Hoban. Front: Daniel Ward, 

Paul Higgins, Thomas Brady, Kevin Moran 

a n d B e l m u l l e t , w e r e o u t o f c o n ­
t e n t i o n for a f ina l s p o t . All d u e 
c r e d i t t o t h e p a n e l o f p l a y e r s 
w h o s e d e d i c a t i o n a n d s k i l l c a n n o t 
b e d e n i e d . 

UNDER-16 FOOTBALL 
T r a i n i n g s t a r t e d i n e a r l y A p r i l 

o n S u n d a y m o r n i n g s i n p r e p a r a ­
t i o n for a n e i g h t m a t c h L e a g u e 
c a m p a i g n a n d t h e C h a m p i o n s h i p 



d u r i n g t h e s u m m e r . O n p a p e r , t h e 
p a n e l s h o w e d g r e a t p o t e n t i a l . T h e 
s e a s o n w a s d i v i d e d i n t o t w o : 
g a m e s w e r e h e l d u p t o m i d - M a y 
w i t h a b r e a k u p u n t i l l a t e J u n e to 
a l l o w for t h e J u n i o r C e r t e x a m s . 
P e r f o r m a n c e s w e r e a v e r a g e i n 
e a r l y s e a s o n b u t s h o w e d p o t e n t i a l . 
T h e m o s t n o t a b l e v i c t o r y i n t h e 
l e a g u e w a s t h e d e f e a t o f t h e e v e n ­
t u a l w i n n e r s , Ba l l a , i n a v e r y exc i t ­
i n g g a m e h e l d i n B a l l a . 
B a l l y h a u n i s e v e n t u a l l y f i n i s h e d 
t h i r d i n t h e L e a g u e h a v i n g w o n 
five g a m e s , d r a w n o n e , a n d l o s t 
t w o . T h e C h a m p i o n s h i p w a s t h e 
n e x t m a i n f o c u s a n d t h e h i g h l i g h t 
o f t h e y e a r w a s w i n n i n g t h e E a s t 
M a y o t i t l e d e f e a t i n g K i l m o v e e 
S h a m r o c k s i n A u g h a m o r e . T h e 
C o u n t y S e m i - F i n a l a g a i n s t 
S h r u l e / G l e n c o r r i b w a s p l a y e d i n 
H o l l y m o u n t . I n a n e x c e l l e n t g a m e 
of f o o t b a l l B a l l y h a u n i s w e r e 
d e f e a t e d b y t h e n a r r o w e s t o f m a r ­
g i n s . S h r u l e / G l e n c o r r i b w e n t o n 
to w i n t h e C o u n t y F i n a l b y d e f e a t ­
i n g Brea f fy . T h i s f ac t s h o u l d m a k e 
t h i s p a n e l o f p l a y e r s r e a l i s e t h a t 
w i t h t h e a b i l i t y t h e y h a v e a n d d e d ­
i c a t e d t r a i n i n g , a c o u n t y t i t l e i s n o t 
t o o f a r a w a y . M a n a g e r : T o m 
P r e n t y a n d H u g h R u d d e n . 

UNDER-17 FOOTBALL 
T h e U n d e r - 1 7 f o o t b a l l t e a m 

p l a y e d a g a i n s t B a l l a g h a d e r r e e n , 
C h a r l e s t o w n , S w i n f o r d a n d 
A u g h a m o r e . T h e t e a m p e r f o r m e d 
w i t h g r e a t c o m m i t m e n t i n a l l 
g a m e s . 

UNDER-18 FOOTBALL 
T h e M i n o r f o o t b a l l t e a m u n d e r 

t h e g u i d a n c e o f T. M o r a n , J . F a h e y 
a n d P. M e e n a n h a d a v e r y b u s y 
y e a r . F i r s t o n t h e a g e n d a w a s t h e 
M i n o r L e a g u e i n w h i c h t h e t e a m 
p l a y e d e i g h t g a m e s , w i n n i n g four, 
d r a w i n g t w o a n d l o s i n g t w o . N e x t 
c a m e t h e C h a m p i o n s h i p . I n t h e 
E a s t M a y o S e m i - F i n a l , B a l l y h a u n i s 
a c c o u n t e d for A u g h a m o r e . I n t h e 
E a s t M a y o F i n a l t h e t e a m h a d a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e w i n o v e r E a s t e r n 
G a e l s b y 0-14 t o 0-3 t o w i n t h e c u p 
for t h e s e c o n d y e a r i n s u c c e s s i o n . 
T h e C o u n t y S e m i - F i n a l w a s t h e 
n e x t g a m e i n w h i c h B a l l y h a u n i s 
c a m e t h r o u g h w i t h f l y i n g c o l o u r s 

d e f e a t i n g S h r u l e / G l e n c o r r i b i n a 
s c o r e o f 2-11 t o 0-8. I n t h e C o u n t y 
F i n a l , B a l l y h a u n i s w e r e d r a w n 
a g a i n s t W e s t p o r t . O n S u n d a y 1 2 t h 
o f O c t o b e r i n H o l l y m o u n t , 
B a l l y h a u n i s s h o w i n g g r e a t d e t e r ­
m i n a t i o n a n d ski l l , e a r n e d a w e l l 
d e s e r v e d d r a w i n t h e C o u n t y F i n a l 
a n d t h e r e p l a y a g a i n s t W e s t p o r t 
w a s o n S u n d a y 9 t h o f N o v e m b e r . 

T h e m a t c h w a s p l a y e d o n a w e t 
p i t c h , w h i c h s u i t e d t h e p h y s i c a l l y 
s t r o n g e r W e s t p o r t t e a m . T h e h a l f 
t i m e s c o r e o f 0-7 t o 0-2 s h o w e d t h e 
r u n o f p l a y . I n t h e s e c o n d h a l f 
W e s t p o r t c o n t i n u e d w h e r e t h e y 
lef t off. A g o a l for W e s t p o r t i n t h e 
f ina l q u a r t e r l o o k e d l i k e t h e d e a t h 
k n e l l for B a l l y h a u n i s b u t , w i t h a 
n e v e r s a y d i e a t t i t u d e , B a l l y h a u n i s 
r e p l i e d w i t h a g o a l t o g i v e a n a i l -
b i t i n g f in i sh . W e s t p o r t e v e n t u a l l y 
r a n o u t w i n n e r s w i t h a f o u r - p o i n t 
m a r g i n a n d a s c o r e o f 1-9 t o 1-4. 

O v e r t h e c o u r s e o f t h e E a s t 
M a y o C h a m p i o n s h i p J o e F r e e l e y 
w a s v o t e d B e s t P l a y e r a n d , i n t h e 
M a y o S e m i - F i n a l a n d F i n a l , V i n n i e 
H e a l y w a s a w a r d e d Bes t P laye r . 

O v e r t h e y e a r , t h e t e a m h a s 
p l a y e d n u m e r o u s c h a l l e n g e 
m a t c h e s a n d h a s t r a i n e d o n n o l e s s 
t h a n fo r ty o c c a s i o n s , o n t o p o f all 
t h e c o m p e t i t i v e m a t c h e s t h e y h a v e 
p l a y e d . T h e c a m p a i g n s t a r t e d i n 
M a r c h a n d f i n i s h e d i n N o v e m b e r . 
T h a t i n i t s e l f s h o w s t h e m e a s u r e o f 
d e d i c a t i o n a n d r e s p e c t t h e m i n o r 
p a n e l h a s for t h e C l u b . 

M i n o r p a n e l : V i n c e n t H e a l y , 
B r e n d a n R u d d e n , B r i a n K i l c o u r s e , 
A l a n E g a n , Kar l M c M a n u s , J a m e s 
M c G a r r y , S e a n H u n t , S i m o n 
M c C a f f e r t y ( C a p t . ) , P e t e r M e e n a n , 
J o e F r e e l e y , A l a n R e g a n , Kar l 
L y o n s , P a u l P r e n t y , N ia l l T i g h e , 
P a u l F i n n , M. J . N o l a n , M i c h e a l 
W a l s h , T h o m a s M u r p h y , S h a y 
W a l s h , M i c h a e l S h a n a g h y , D o n 
R e g a n , F r a n k F a h y a n d B r e n d a n 
M o r a n . 

UNDER-18 HURLING 
We w e r e d e f e a t e d in t h e C o u n t y 

F i n a l b y B e l m u l l e t in t h i s c o m p e t i ­

t i o n . 

SENIOR FOOTBALL 
At t h e s t a r t o f t h e y e a r 

B a l l y h a u n i s S e n i o r F o o t b a l l t e a m 

g o t off t o a g o o d s t a r t b y b e a t i n g 
K i l t i m a g h i n t h e F i n a l o f t h e 
G o o d f e l l o w s h i p T o u r n a m e n t . I n 
t h e C e n t e n a r y C u p , t h e y w e r e 
b e a t e n b y S w i n f o r d i n t h e S e m i -
F i n a l . I n t h e C a n o n H e n r y C u p 
t h e y n a r r o w l y m i s s e d q u a l i f i c a t i o n 
for t h e p l ay -o f f s . T h e s e n i o r t e a m 
p l a y e d i n D i v i s i o n 2 o f t h e M a y o 
W e l c o m e I n n L e a g u e a n d w i l l 
r e m a i n t h e r e for t h e 1 9 9 8 s e a s o n . 
I n t h e I n t e r m e d i a t e C h a m p i o n s h i p 
t h e y p l a y e d B a l l i n r o b e i n t h e f i rs t 
r o u n d . B a l l i n r o b e w e r e t o p o f t h e 
d i v i s i o n a t t h e t i m e , a n d a l s o h a d 
h o m e v e n u e . A g a i n s t a l l t h e o d d s , 
B a l l y h a u n i s w e r e v i c t o r i o u s a n d 
p r o g r e s s e d t o t h e n e x t r o u n d 
a g a i n s t B o n n i c o n l o n . O n t h e 10 th 
o f A u g u s t t h i s g a m e t o o k p l a c e i n 
B o n n i c o n l o n . A f t e r t r a i l i n g a t h a l f 
t i m e , p l a y i n g a g a i n s t t h e w i n d , a l l 
t h e a d v a n t a g e s w e r e w i t h 
B a l l y h a u n i s i n t h e s e c o n d half . 
B u t a d e t e r m i n e d B o n n i c o n l o n 
t e a m w o u l d n o t g i v e w a y a n d 
c o m e o u t e v e n t u a l w i n n e r s . 
A f t e r w a r d s , B a l l y h a u n i s r e g a r d e d 
t h i s a s a g a m e t h e y s h o u l d h a v e 
w o n . B o n n i c o n l o n w e n t o n t o w i n 
t h e I n t e r m e d i a t e C h a m p i o n s h i p . 

S e n i o r p a n e l : F e r g a l K e l l y , 
J i m m y O ' B o y l e , B r i a n P h i l l i p s , 
D e c l a n D o y l e , P i e r c e H i g g i n s , 
D a v i d F i t z g e r a l d , P a t r i c k M c G a r r y , 
K e v i n W a l d r o n , J a s o n M o r l e y , 
D e r e k Wa l sh , D a v i d M o r l e y , J o h n 
B u r k e , B r i a n M u r r a y , T o n y M o r l e y , 
J o h n n y C r i b b i n , S e a m u s C a u l f i e l d , 
M i c h a e l F r e e l e y , Billy L y o n s , M i k e 
P h i l l i p s , N o e l P h i l l i p s , R i c h a r d 
P h i l l i p s , H u g h M c K e r m i t t , P a u l 
N o l a n , D a v i d Nes to r , D o n a l M o r a n 
a n d J a m e s M c G a r r y . 

SENIOR AND JUNIOR 
HURLING 

W h o w o u l d h a v e t h o u g h t a t t h e 
b e g i n n i n g o f 1 9 9 7 t h a t B a l l y h a u n i s 
G .A.A. c l u b w o u l d c o n t e s t b o t h t h e 
C o u n t y S e n i o r a n d J u n i o r H u r l i n g 
F i n a l s ? WTiile v i c t o r y e l u d e d t h e m 
o n b o t h o c c a s i o n s it w a s n o d i s ­
g r a c e in s u c c u m b i n g t o T o o r e e n -
t h e K i n g p i n s o f M a y o H u r l i n g . 
A f t e r r e a c h i n g t h e C o u n t y J u n i o r 
F i n a l , it w a s d e c i d e d t o e n t e r a 
t e a m in t h e S e n i o r C h a m p i o n s h i p . 

T h e E a s t M a y o s i d e m a r k e d 
t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n a t J u n i o r l e v e l 
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w i t h T b o r e e n a s o p p o s i t i o n . A dif­
f i c u l t s t a r t , b u t w h i l e B a l l y h a u n i s 
w e n t u n d e r , t h e y d i d s o i n a m a n ­
n e r w h i c h s u g g e s t e d t h e y c o u l d 
h a v e a f u t u r e a t t h i s g r a d e . T h i s 
w a s b o r n e o u t c o n v i n c i n g l y , w h e n 
t h e y s c o r e d a n i m p r e s s i v e 2-11 t o 
1-6 v i c t o r y o v e r C a s t l e b a r 
M i t c h e l l s . H u g h i e M c K e r m i t t 
a c c o u n t e d fo r 2-2 o f h i s s i d e ' s t o t a l . 
T h e y f o l l o w e d t h i s w i t h a 1-12 t o 0-
8 s u c c e s s o v e r B a l l i n a S t e p h a n i t e s . 
O n t h i s t e a m w a s D a v e M c C o n n 
a n d h i s s o n P a u l . T h e i r final g r o u p 
s a w t h e m a c c o u n t i n g for B e l m u l l e t 
o n a 1-2 t o 1-4 s c o r e l i n e . F r a n k 
B r o w n e s c o r e d 0-8 o f h i s s i d e ' s 
t o t a l w i t h M i c h a e l F r e e l e y s c o r i n g 
t h e g o a l . T h i s r e s u l t e n s u r e d t h e i r 
p l a c e i n t h e F i n a l a n d a r e m a t c h 
w i t h t h e i r g r e a t r i v a l s T b o r e e n . 
T o o r e e n , h o w e v e r , r a n o u t e a s y 
w i n n e r s o n t h a t S a t u r d a y e v e n i n g 
i n M a y , a m a s s i n g a n i m p r e s s i v e 4-
1 3 t o t a l . B a l l y h a u n i s t r i e d h a r d 
t h r o u g h o u t , a n d w e r e f a r f r o m 
d e s p o n d e n t . T h e y w e r e p r e p a r e d 
t o l e a r n f r o m d e f e a t a n d p r e p a r e d 
a s s i d u o u s l y fo r t h e f o r t h c o m i n g 
S e n i o r C h a m p i o n s h i p . M c H a l e 
P a r k w a s t h e v e n u e for t h e i r o p e n ­
i n g g a m e a g a i n s t C a s t l e b a r 
M i t c h e l s . I n a c l o s e l y c o n t e s t e d 
g a m e i t t o o k a final g o a l f r o m 
M i c h a e l R e g a n t o s e c u r e v i c t o r y 
for t h e E a s t M a y o s i d e . I n a d d i ­
t i o n , G e r r y K i l b r i d e b r o u g h t off a 
c o u p l e o f e x c e l l e n t s a v e s a n d J o h n 
J o e H o b a n g a v e a c o m m a n d i n g 
p e r f o r m a n c e a t t h e h e a r t o f t h e 
d e f e n c e . T h e n it w a s i n t o J a m e s 
S t e p h e n s P a r k , B a l l i n a t o t a k e o n 
t h e C o u n t y C h a m p i o n s . 

B a l l y h a u n i s a c q u i t t e d t h e m ­
s e l v e s s u p e r b l y t o t r i u m p h 2-8 t o 1-
2 . H u g h i e M c K e r m i t t , D o n R e g a n , 

Indoor Hurling, 
Spring '97. 

Back, L to It-
Paul Walsh, 
Noel Byrne, 

Kieran Lucey, 
Enda Griffin, 

Rodie Kilbride. 
Front row: Liam 

McDermott, 
Patrick 

Mulrennan, 
Niall Prenty, 
Brian Hunt. 

M i c h a e l R e g a n , F r a n k K e l l y , 
M i c h a e l C u r l e y , P i e r c e H i g g i n s 
a n d J o h n G a l l a g h e r g o t o n t h e 
s c o r e b o a r d . V i c t o r y o v e r W e s t p o r t 
w a s t o f o l l o w a n d t h e i r p l a c e i n t h e 
C o u n t y S e n i o r F i n a l w a s s e c u r e d . 

C h a r l e s t o w n w a s t h e v e n u e o n 
S u n d a y 2 4 t h A u g u s t a n d o n c e 
a g a i n T b o r e e n w e r e t h e o p p o s i ­
t i o n . W h i l e t h e l a t t e r w e r e a g a i n t o 
p r e v a i l , t h e m a r g i n w a s n o t a s 
g r e a t . T h e i s s u e w a s i n d o u b t u n t i l 
G e r a r d G l a v e y g o a l e d for T o o r e e n 
i n t h e l a s t fifteen m i n u t e s . 
B a l l y h a u n i s a c t u a l l y l e d for t h e 
first e i g h t e e n m i n u t e s a n d o n l y 
t r a i l e d b y t h r e e p o i n t s a t t h e i n t e r ­
v a l . T o o r e e n ' s g r e a t e r e x p e r i e n c e 
a t t h i s l e v e l , a l l i e d t o a m a r v e l l o u s 
p e r f o r m a n c e f r o m D o m G r e a l l y 
w a s s i g n i f i c a n t . B a l l y h a u n i s h a d 
r e a s o n t o b e u p b e a t a b o u t t h e i r 
p e r f o r m a n c e a n d k n o w t h a t if t h e y 
r e d o u b l e t h e i r e f f o r t a C o u n t y 
S e n i o r H u r l i n g t i t l e i s a t t a i n a b l e 
s o o n e r r a t h e r t h a n l a t e r . 

J u n i o r H u r l i n g ; M a n a g e r : J o h n 
J o e K e l l y ; S e l e c t o r s : D a v e 
M c C o n n , P e t e H i g g i n s . 

S e n i o r H u r l i n g ; M a n a g e r : P e t e 
H i g g i n s , S e l e c t o r s : D a v i d M c C o n n , 
J i m M c K e r m i t t & J o h n J o e Ke l ly . 

Indoor Hurling, 
Spring '97. 

Back, L to Ii. 
William Lyons, 

Jarlath Mi II, ll. 
Stephen Hoban, 
Matthew Cregg, 

Robert Lilly. 
Front row: 

Tadhg Morley, 
Kevin 

McNamara, 
Paul Carney, 
Ruari Finan. 

SCHOOLS 
OF EXCELLENCE 

D u r i n g t h e S u m m e r h o l i d a y s 
s c h o o l s o f e x c e l l e n c e w e r e h e l d i n 
C a s t l e b a r fo r U n d e r - 1 5 f o o t b a l l e r s , 
a n d i n G a l w a y fo r U n d e r - 1 5 
H u r l e r s . P a u l P r e n t y a t t e n d e d 
C a s t l e b a r fo r t h e w e e k a n d T a d h g 
B u c k l e y , A n t h o n y L y o n s , A n t h o n y 
C u r l e y , J a s o n P o w e r s , D e r e k 
M c C o n n a n d Y v o n n e B y r n e w e r e 
a t t h e J o e C o o n e y S c h o o l o f 
E x c e l l e n c e . 

COUNTY 
REPRESENTATIVES 

T h i s y e a r B a l l y h a u n i s G . A . A . 
C l u b h a d t h e f o l l o w i n g C o u n t y r e p ­
r e s e n t a t i o n : 

U n d e r - 1 6 H u r l i n g : M i c h a e l 
W a l s h , A n t h o n y C u r l e y , D e r e k 
M c C o n n a n d C h r i s t o p h e r 
M c C r u d d e n . 

U n d e r - 1 8 F o o t b a l l : A l a n R e g a n . 
U n d e r - 1 8 H u r l i n g : D o n R e g a n , 

M i c h a e l R e g a n , P a u l M c C o n n , 
M i c h a e l L y o n s , S e a m u s L u n d o n 
a n d J o h n G a l l a g h e r . 

J u n i o r F o o t b a l l : T o n y M o r l e y . 
J u n i o r H u r l i n g : P e t e r H e a l y , 

H u g h M c K e r m i t t , M i c h a e l C u r l e y , 
P i e r c e H i g g i n s , F r a n k B r o w n e a n d 
T o m P h i l l i p s . 

S e n i o r F o o t b a l l : D a v i d N e s t o r 
a n d T o n y M o r l e y . 

M i n o r F o o t b a l l S e l e c t o r : P a d r a i c 
R e g a n . 

U n d e r - 2 1 F o o t b a l l S e l e c t o r : 
B e r n i e W a l d r o n . 

J u n i o r H u r l i n g M a n a g e r : D a v e 
M c C o n n . 

C o u n t y H u r l i n g S e c r e t a r y : 
F r a n k B r o w n e . 

F i n a l l y B a l l y h a u n i s G . A . A . 
w o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k i t s m a n y s p o n ­
s o r s a n d h e l p e r s o v e r t h e p a s t y e a r . 

A 
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St. Mary's 
Primary School 
Th i s y e a r h a s b e e n a b u s y a n d 

e x c i t i n g o n e a g a i n for p u p i l s , 
t e a c h e r s a n d p a r e n t s . 

T h e p u p i l s i n Fif th a n d Sixth 
C l a s s e s w e r e c o n f i r m e d b y t h e 
A r c h b i s h o p o f T u a m , Dr. M i c h a e l 
Nea ry , i n St. P a t r i c k ' s P a r i s h C h u r c h 
o n t h e 1 3 t h o f A p r i l , 1997 . T h e 
p u p i l s i n S e c o n d C l a s s m a d e t h e i r 
F i rs t C o n f e s s i o n a n d F i r s t 
C o m m u n i o n i n M a y i n St. Pa t r i ck ' s 
P a r i s h C h u r c h . P u p i l s from t h e 
S c h o o l a r e A l t a r S e r v e r s i n St. 
P a t r i c k ' s P a r i s h C h u r c h a n d T h e 
A u g u s t i n i a n A b b e y . 

M u s i c , I r i s h D a n c i n g a n d s u p e r ­
v i sed S w i m m i n g L e s s o n s c o n t i n u e d 
in t h e s c h o o l t h i s y e a r . T h e p u p i l s of 
Sixth C la s s v i s i t t h e T o w n L i b r a r y 
w e e k l y . B a l l y h a u n i s a n d Dis t r i c t 
Cred i t U n i o n a t t e n d t h e S c h o o l e a c h 
w e e k to e n c o u r a g e s a v i n g s . I n t h e 
Cred i t U n i o n A r t C o m p e t i t i o n for 
P r i m a r y S c h o o l s o u r w i n n e r s w e r e : 7 
a n d U n d e r : J o y c e J o r d a n - 1st Pr ize ; 
Kev in N e s t o r - 2 n d Pr i ze ; Lou i se 

6y Jim Lundon 

K e l l e h e r - 3 rd Pr ize; 1 1 - 1 3 : P h e l i m 
Car ro l l - 2 n d Pr ize; C i a n H i g g i n s -
3rd Pr ize . 

I n t h e K e n n y / N a u g h t o n P r i m a r y 
S c h o o l s S h o r t S to ry C o m p e t i t i o n 
C i a n Higg ins w a s t h e w i n n e r , w h i l e 
L i a m L y o n s w a s th i rd in t h e Essay 
Sec t ion . O u r Quiz l e a r n s e n t e r e d 
t h e Cred i t U n i o n , N.P.C. a n d Gae l 
L i n n Quizzes . 

I n J u n e , St. M a r y ' s w o n i t s 
F o u r t h M a y o C o u n t y H u r l i n g T i t l e 
a n d t h e S e v e n a Side H u r l e r s a lso 
w o n t h e M a y o C o u n t y T i t l e . Two 
p u p i l s , Kei th H i g g i n s a n d Ferga l 
Walsh, p l a y e d in Croke Park be fo re 
t h e Al l - I re land Semi -F ina l s a n d Final 
t h i s year . 

I n Gael ic Football , t h e U n d e r - 8 
a n d Under -10 t e a m s a re t r a i n e d b y 
M i c h a e l Ga l l aghe r , B a r r y Butler , 
M a r t i n F i n a n , S e a n M c N a m a r a a n d 
J o h n H a l p i n e v e r y S u n d a y . T h e 

U n d e r - 1 2 a n d U n d e r - 1 3 t e a m s a r e 
t r a i n e d b y J o h n P r e n t y a n d T o m m y 
Wald ron . T h e Na t iona l Schoo l t e a m s 
b y J o h n P r e n t y , T o m m y W a l d r o n 
a n d J i m L u n d o n . 

I n H u r l i n g , t h e t r a i n e r s e a c h 
S a t u r d a y a r e P e t e H igg ins , G e r r y 
Ki lbr ide a n d Ray L u c e y . In S o c c e r 
t h e t r a i n e r for Unde r -10 , U n d e r - 1 2 
a n d U n d e r - 1 3 is Pat O ' C o n n o r . 

I n U n d e r - 1 2 a n d U n d e r - 1 4 Rugby 
t h e t r a i n e r s a r e Kevin H e n r y a n d 
A i d e n Gi l lesp ie . 

G r e a t c r e d i t is d u e to t h e m all . 
D u r i n g t h e S u m m e r m o n t h s 

m a n y p u p i l s t o o k pa r t i n t h e G.A.A. 
S u m m e r C o u r s e a n d p l a y e d J u n i o r 
Golf. 

O u r o u t g o i n g B o a r d o f 
M a n a g e m e n t e n d e d its t e r m o f office 
t h i s year . T h e y a r e t h a n k e d for t h e i r 
d e d i c a t e d w o r k for t h e s c h o o l for t h e 
las t four y e a r s . 

T h e o u t g o i n g Board c o m p r i s e s 
C h a i r p e r s o n : Rev. Fr. J . C o o n e y , P.P. 
Sec re t a ry : E i l e e n Nes tor ; T r e a s u r e r 
T b n y N e s t o r ; P a r e n t s ' 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s : Kay C u r l e y a n d 
S e a m u s M u l r e n n a n ; B i s h o p ' s 
N o m i n e e : A l a c o q u e M c M a n u s ; 
P r inc ipa l : J i m L u n d o n 

At t h e t i m e o f w r i t i n g t h e i n c o m ­
ing Board o f M a n a g e m e n t h a s n o t 
b e e n c o m p l e t e d . 

1st Communion Class 1997., St Patrick's Parish Church. 
Front LtoR luke Cribbin leremv Freeley, Conor Mulrennan, Ian Mooney, Declan Murphy, Kevin Higgins, Kevin Gallagher. 2^1L^S£K»£KI Siobhan Lyons, Janice Folliard, Natalie Fitzmauriee. l^a Freyne Seamus OIKyer. 
r//. ,„ u. w -7?" ,, \r L B U M InhnLvons David Maughan. 3rd row: James Ronayne. Usa I Ovnaunce. Maria ^ ^ ^ C w ^ ^ J g ^ / S 3 T n ^ Dowdall. John Jordan, Elaine Carney, Michael Waldron. 
Hunt Matthew Cregg, A ôfAfeen Conroy, Koay • Maughan, Samantha Maughan, Lisa Carney, John Mongan, 
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I n O c t o b e r , t h e P a r e n t ' s 
A s s o c i a t i o n w a s e l e c t e d 
C h a i r p e r s o n : J o h n Griff in; S e c r e t a r y 
M a r i a S i lke ; T r e a s u r e r : A n n e Nes to r ; 
P.R.O. J o h n H a l p i n ; C o m m i t t e e : Kay 
B u c k l e y , M i c h a e l G a l l a g h e r , J o h n 
H a l p i n , K a y C u r l e y , B r e e g e H a l p i n , 
Br ig id L y n s k e y , S e a m u s M u l r e n n a n 
a n d R o b e r t P o t t e r - C o g a n . 

STAFF 
T h e T e a c h i n g Staff i n t h e Schoo l 

is: J i m L u n d o n , P r i n c i p a l ; A u g u s t i n e 
K e a r n s , V i c e P r i n c i p a l ; Be t ty Regan , 
K a t h l e e n L y o n s , J i m m y D u g g a n , 
A i s l i n g Toa l a n d M a r g a r e t 
O ' F l a h e r t y . J o i n t S u p p o r t T e a c h e r 
w i t h St. J o s e p h ' s P r i m a r y Schoo l is 
M a u r e e n R e d d i n g t o n . D u r i n g t h e 
y e a r I ta D e l a n e y , o u r j o i n t s u p p o r t 
t e a c h e r , w a s a p p o i n t e d to a n e w j o b 
in B a l l i n r o b e w h e r e s h e is w i s h e d 
w e l l . 

O u r p u p i l s w e n t o n t o u r to Sligo 
a n d L o u g h K e y F o r e s t P a r k . 
I n d i v i d u a l P a r e n t - T e a c h e r M e e t i n g s 
w e r e h e l d a s u s u a l . S ix th C la s s h a v e 
a c c e s s to c o m p u t e r s . T h i s wil l b e 
d e v e l o p e d i n t h e f u t u r e a s f u n d s 
a l low. T h a n k s to FAS, w e h a d t h e 
s e r v i c e s o f B r e e g e K e a n e a s S c h o o l 
S e c r e t a r y a n d N o e l K a v a n a g h a s 
S c h o o l C a r e t a k e r . 

I n c o n c l u s i o n , w e w i s h all o u r 
p a s t p u p i l s a t h o m e a n d a b r o a d 
e v e r y s u c c e s s . S e a s o n ' s G r e e t i n g s to 
al l o u r p u p i l s a n d p a r e n t s . 

(below) National School County 
Champions 1997, St. Mary's N.S. 
Ballyhaunis - Hurling. 
Back: Liam Lyons, Stephen Shanaghy, Adriano 
Lieglio, Patrick Waldron, Shane Buckley, 
Christopher Morley, Ciaran Griffin, Paul 
Lynch. Front: Colm Gallagher, William Nestor, 
Fergal Walsh, Keith Higgins (Capt.), Padraic 
Carney, Brian Mulrennan, David Lynch. 

St. Mary's Primary School 5th Class Confirmation Day, April 13th, 1997 
Back row: Peter Maughan, Liam Lyons, Shane Buckley, David Coffey, Michael Jordan. 3rd 
row Patrick Heaney, Martin Mongan, Phelim Carroll, Cian Higgins, Darren Doyle, Anthony 
Doherty, Ciaran Griffin. 2nd row: Shane O'Reilly, Michael Mullarkey, David Lynch, David 
Hannan, Colm Gallagher. Front row: Christopher Morley, William Nestor, Albert Madden, 
Declan Ward, David Connolly, with Fr. J. O'Grady, C.C.; Jim Lundon (Principal); 
Archbishop Michael Neary; Augustine Kearns, N.T. and Fr. J. Cooney, P.P. 

(above) 
St. Mary's Primary School 6th Class 
Confirmation Day, April 13th, 1997 
Front row: Alan Lyons, Paul Lynch, Fergal 
Walsh, Keith Higgins, Henry Forde, Niall 
Richardson. 2nd row: Michael Kilcourse, 
Patrick Waldron, Eddie Kilcourse, Michael 
Moran, Brian Mulrennan, Noel McGuire, 
Keith Egan, Jason Coffey, Martin Coffey. 
3rd row: Christopher Kilcourse, Rory 
Coyne, Padraic Carney, Daniel 
McLoughlin, Stephen Shanaghy. 4th row: 
Paul Jordan, Christopher Burke, Adriano 
Lieglio, Padraic Kirrane, Tommy O'Dowd, 
Gareth Morrissey. Back row: Simon 
McDonagh, Archbishop Michael Neary, 
Augustine Kearns, with Fr. J. O'Grady, 
C.C.; Jim Lundon (Principal); Archbishop 
Michael Neary; Augustine Kearns, N.T. 
and Fr. J. Cooney, P.P. 
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St. Patrick's 
Drama Society 

'A 'Rfview of 1997' 
Sy JLisfing ToaC ¥ "X adio plays were very 

I ^ T much to the fore this 
-L. X̂ rear: two were produced. 
Martin Forde directed "Dearly 
Departed." The cast included 
Anna Henry, Ann Hosty, Tom 
Colleran, Jack Greene and Aoife 
Potter-Cogan. The second radio 
play was produced by 'Twilight 
Players', Ballyhaunis. It was 
called "Last Tango in 
Ballyhaunis", a light-hearted 
farce, and the cast went 'on tour' 
with the play to Knock, Tooreen, 
Gortaganny and Delaney's Pub 
in Ballyhaunis. It was received 
very successfully everywhere. 
The cast included Anne Greally, 
Martina Freyne, Noel Lyons and 
Leo Forkan. 
In October, a new Committee 

was formed. Aisling Toal was 
elected Chairperson with Stella 
O'Neill was elected Treasurer; 
Catriona Sweeney became 
Secretary and Patricia Hunt 
P.R.O. The outgoing Committee 
under the Chairmanship of 
Martin Forde was thanked for 
their work and enthusiasm. It 
was resolved at the meeting to 
start the season with a one-act 
play and to enter Festivals. The 
group chose "Stardust" by Joe 
Burke. This play won the first 
ever Kenny/Naughton Drama 
Award. It is about the lives of 
ordinary Dublin people leading 
up to the terrible tragedy. The 
cast includes Stella O'Neill, Leo 
Forkan, Paul Rogers, Catriona 
Sweeney and Aisling Toal. The 
group travelled to two one-act 

festivals, one in Kiltimagh and 
the other in Tuam. Two mem­
bers of the cast, Stella O'Neill 
and Leo Forkan, were nominated 
for Best Actor and Actress awards 
in Kiltimagh. This play will be 
staged in Ballyhaunis before 
Christmas as part of a festival of 
one-act plays. A good night's 
entertainment is promised. It 
will be produced as a radio play 
in November and early in the 
New Year. "The Proposal", by 
Chekov, the eminent Russian 

playwright, will be produced for 
radio. This is directed by Martin 
Forde and the cast includes Anna 
Henry, Tom Colleran and Jack 
Greene. These two radio plays 
are entered into the North-West/ 
Mid-West Drama Award 
Competition. 
A three-act play is proposed 

for the New Year. So, all in all, 
drama in Ballyhaunis is alive and 
well. The radio dramas are flour­
ishing and plays are having a 
revival with young talent emerg­
ing. 1998 promises to be a very 
successful year in the annals of 
St. Patrick's Dramatic Society. 

Flying High in the 40's. Carmel Waldron, Mercy Flatley. 
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T h e M i c k T a r m e y C u p 
Mi c k T a r m e y w a s b o r n o n 

A p r i l 1 s t 1 9 1 4 , o n l y s o n 
o f M a r y A n n a n d M a r t i n 

T a r m e y , H o l y w e l l , B a l l y h a u n i s . 
G r o w i n g u p i n t h e t w e n t i e s a n d 

t h i r t i e s M i c k ' s g r e a t l o v e w a s fo r 
f o o t b a l l . H e c o u l d r e c o u n t i n 
g r e a t d e t a i l t r a v e l l i n g i n t h e l a t e 
t w e n t i e s a n d t h i r t i e s b y r a i l t o 
B r o a d s t o n e S t a t i o n i n D u b l i n t o 
s e e M a y o p l a y i n C r o k e P a r k . I n 
t h e 1 9 3 0 s h e w a s o n e o f t h e 
B a l l y h a u n i s C l u b ' s s t a u n c h e s t 
m e m b e r s a n d c o u l d r e c a l l t h e 
m a n y g a m e s B a l l y h a u n i s p l a y e d 

by Seamus Mulrennan 

i n M a l a c h y F o r d e ' s field a n d o t h e r 
v e n u e s i n S o u t h M a y o , t o w h i c h 
d i v i s i o n B a l l y h a u n i s w a s a t t a c h e d 
a t t h a t p e r i o d . M i c k T à r m e y w a s 
o n e o f t h e m e m b e r s i n t h e l a t e 
f o r t i e s r e s p o n s i b l e fo r h a v i n g t h e 
B a l l y h a u n i s C l u b t r a n s f e r r e d f r o m 
S o u t h t o E a s t M a y o . 

W h e n B a l l y h a u n i s G . A . A . C l u b 
w a s r e f o r m e d i n 1 9 4 8 M i c k w a s 
a p p o i n t e d C h a i r m a n , a p o s i t i o n 
h e h e l d u n t i l 1 9 5 6 . M i c k w a s t h e 

f i r s t B a l l y h a u n i s m a n t o b e 
C h a i r m a n o f t h e E a s t M a y o B o a r d , 
a p o s i t i o n h e h e l d fo r a n u m b e r o f 
y e a r s i n t h e 1 9 5 0 s . H e w a s a l s o a 
m e m b e r o f t h e M a y o s e l e c t i o n 
c o m m i t t e e a n d h e l p e d s e l e c t t h e 
M a y o A l l - I r e l a n d w i n n i n g t e a m s 
o f 1 9 5 0 a n d 1 9 5 1 . M i c k w a s a l s o 
t h e first B a l l y h a u n i s m a n t o b e 
g i v e n t h e H o n o r a r y p o s i t i o n o f 
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e E a s t M a y o G . A . A . 
B o a r d i n 1 9 6 8 . O v e r t h e y e a r s 
M i c k w a s a n a b l e a d m i n i s t r a t o r a t 
C o u n t y B o a r d , E a s t M a y o B o a r d 
a n d C l u b l e v e l . H e m a d e a m a s ­
s i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e G . A . A . 
n o w r e c o g n i s e d a s t h e w o r l d ' s 
g r e a t e s t a m a t e u r o r g a n i s a t i o n . I n 
l a t e r y e a r s M i c k ' s i n t e r e s t w a s j u s t 
a s k e e n a s e v e r . O n a S u n d a y 
a f t e r n o o n , w e t o r fine, h e c o u l d b e 
s e e n h e a d i n g fo r t h e l o c a l p i t c h t o 
b e p a r t o f t h e a c t i o n ; t h a t w a s h i s 
l i fe . 

T h r o u g h o u t h i s l i f e M i c k 
a l w a y s t o o k a k e e n i n t e r e s t i n c u r ­
r e n t a f f a i r s , b o t h t h e p o l i t i c a l a n d 
s o c i a l a f f a i r s o f t h e n a t i o n . A l i fe 
l o n g m e m b e r a n d s t a u n c h s u p ­
p o r t e r o f F i a n n a F a i l , M i c k w a s 
p r o m i n e n t l y a s s o c i a t e d a n d w a s 
a c t i v e l y i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e p a r t y 
fo r t h e g r e a t e r p a r t o f h i s l o n g a n d 
f ru i t f u l l i fe . M a n y a g o o d c o n v e r ­
s a t i o n a n d d i s c u s s i o n h e h a d i n 
e a r l i e r y e a r s w i t h P a d d y K i l r o y 
(R. I .P . ) a n d P a t K e a n e (R . I .P . ) i n 
' P a t ' s S h o e m a k e r S h o p ' , a n d i n 
l a t e r y e a r s i n ' C u r l e y ' s B a r ' w i t h 
M i c k O ' C o n n e l l a n d M i c h a e l 
W a l d r o n . 

M i c k p a s s e d t o h i s e t e r n a l r e s t 
i n S e p t e m b e r 1 9 9 5 . T h e n a m e 
M i c k T a r m e y w i l l f o r e v e r b e s y n ­
o n y m o u s w i t h t h e G . A . A . a n d t h e 
h i s t o r y o f f o o t b a l l i n B a l l y h a u n i s . 
T h e n i e c e s a n d n e p h e w s o f M i c k 
a r e p r e s e n t i n g a C u p i n h i s m e m ­
o r y for G a e l i c F o o t b a l l t o t h e s e c ­
o n d a r y S c h o o l s i n E a s t M a y o . T h e 
c o m p e t i t i o n w i l l t a k e p l a c e i n 
e a r l y S p r i n g . W e h o p e t h e t e a m s 
p l a y i n g fo r t h i s c u p w i l l g e t a s 
m u c h e n j o y m e n t from t h e g a m e 
o f G a e l i c F o o t b a l l a s M i c k d i d . 

' f i t 
Annual GAA Dinner Central Hotel I960. Front row, L to R: Pat Keane, RIP; 
Mick O'Connell, Paddy Waldron, RIP; Johnny Lyons, RIP. Back row: Mike' 
Lyons, John Healy, RIP; Tony Mulloy, Dan Moran, RIP; Noel Waldron, RIP; 

Bertie Curley, RIP; Paddy O'Connell; Mick Tarmey, RIP. 

L to R: Ann Curley, Gerry Lyons, Jimmy Walsh, Martin Brennan, 
Hugh Rudden, Austin Egan, Mick O'Connell, Pauline Curley and 

John Prenty at the Presentation of the 'Mick Tarmey Cup'. 
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B R O C K T O N / B R I D G E W A T E R 
M ASSAC H US E T T S -

"Ballyhaunis, MA, U.S.A." 
Ever heard of Brockton 

MA, U.S.A.? 
O f c o u r s e y o u h a v e : i t ' s w h e r e so 

m a n y of o u r I r i s h I n t e r n a t i o n a l box ­
e r s t r a i n . 

W h e n t h e e a r l y c o l o n i s t s o f w h a t 
is n o w t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s of A m e r i c a 
s e t t l e d i n a d i s t r i c t o f t h e i r a d o p t e d 
h o m e l a n d , t h e y i n v a r i a b l y d r o p p e d 
t h e n a t i v e A m e r i c a n n a m e for t h e 
d i s t r i c t a n d r e n a m e d it a f t e r t h e i r 
h o m e - t o w n i n E u r o p e . 

TAUNTON CONNECTION 
S u c h i s t h e n u m b e r o f 

B a l l y h a u n i s " c o l o n i s t s " i n t h e 
B r o c k t o n - B r i d g e w a t e r a r e a , s o u t h of 
Bos ton , t h a t o n e w o u l d b e t e m p t e d 
to s u g g e s t t h e s a m e c o u l d h a v e h a p ­
p e n e d . T h e r e a l i t y o f t h i s p h e n o m ­
e n o n g r e w o n m e a f te r a s e r i e s of 
a c c i d e n t a l h a p p e n i n g s . M y f a m i l y 
a n d I e x c h a n g e d o u r h o m e a n d c a r 
w i t h R o s e m a r i e B r i a n d a n d J o a n 
Ross of T a u n t o n o n e S u m m e r a f ew 
y e a r s a g o a n d c l o s e f r i e n d s h i p s h a v e 
e n s u e d . T h e y h a v e b e c o m e t r u e -
b l u e " B a l l y h a u n i s i a n s . " a n d s u p p l y 
u s w i t h a n y m e n t i o n o f B a l l y h a u n i s 
in t h e i r l o c a l i t y o r l o c a l p a p e r s . O n e 
s u c h o c c a s i o n w a s w h e n J o a n vis i t ­
e d u s a f e w y e a r s a g o . Af t e r s h e 
r e t u r n e d t o h e r h o m e i n T a u n t o n 
s h e w a s w a t e r i n g t h e f l o w e r s o u t ­
s ide h e r h o m e o n e v e r y h o t e v e n i n g . 
A l a d y , w h o m s h e d i d n ' t k n o w , 
w a l k i n g h e r d o g , s t o p p e d to ta lk 
w i t h he r . J o a n e x p l a i n e d t h a t h e r 
k id s h a d s o w n t h e f l ower s w h i l e s h e 
w a s i n I r e l a n d . T h e l a d y a s k e d 
w h e r e i n I r e l a n d h a d s h e b e e n . J o a n 
sa id s o m e t h i n g t o t h e effect : "You 

w o u l d n ' t k n o w it a s m a l l t o w n in 
t h e West , c a l l e d B a l l y h a u n i s . " Tb 
J o a n ' s s u r p r i s e t h e r e p l y w a s , " m y 
n a m e w a s F i t z m a u r i c e , I w a s b o r n 
j u s t o u t s i d e B a l l y h a u n i s , i n a p l a c e 
c a l l e d C h e r r y f i e l d . " A n o t h e r r e s u l t 

6y Councitfor <Pat Higgins 

Monica, Eileen & Jean Herbert, 
Sea Mist, Mashpee, MA. 

of s u c h i n f o r m a t i o n w a s a n a r t i c l e 
b y m e i n A n n a g h 1990 e n t i t l e d 
" J e n n y H e r b e r t c e l e b r a t e s h e r 100th 
b i r t h d a y . " J e n n y , w h o w a s b o r n in 
Leca r row, h a s s ince , sad ly , p a s s e d 
a w a y . H o w e v e r , last s u m m e r I h a d 
a ca l l f r o m G a l w a y f rom Pau l 
O ' C o n n o r - J e n n y ' s n e p h e w - w h i c h 
r e s u l t e d in a v e r y e n j o y a b l e vis i t b y 
h i m . H e w a s a c c o m p a n i e d b y h i s 
w i fe T h e r e s a , t h e i r f r i e n d J a k e 
S h e e h a n ( c o u s i n o f S e a n 
O ' S i o c h á i n ) , h i s wi fe J e a n a n d 
J a k e ' s s i s te r , Sr. M a r y K a t h l e e n 
S h e e h a n , w h o r ega l ed u s w i t h s to­
ries of h e r life in t h e s l u m s o f 
Louisvi l le , K e n t u c k y . 

TRANSATLANTIC 
TWINNING! 

Paul is so e n t h u s i a s t i c a b o u t h i s 

B a l l y h a u n i s c o n n e c t i o n s , a n d h e 
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s p o k e so m u c h a b o u t B a l l y h a u n i s 
p e o p l e l i v i n g i n B r o c k t o n -
Br idgewate r , t h a t I a s k e d h i m to s u p ­
p ly m e w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n o n s a m e 
for A n n a g h . H e h a s b e e n t h e o r g a n ­
i s e r for m a n y y e a r s o f t h e St. 
Pa t r i ck ' s D a y M a s s a n d C e l e b r a t i o n s 
in B r ock ton , to w h i c h I r i s h c o m e 
f r o m a l l o v e r s o u t h e r n 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s . H e w a s a l so m o s t 
a n x i o u s to s e e t h e p l a c e w h e r e h i s 
m o t h e r , Br idge t H e r b e r t , h a d b e e n 
born. We decided to meet with Denise 
Moran, both as the current occupant of 
the former Herbert farm in Lecarrow 
and as the current President of Chamber 
of Commerce , Ballyhaunis. An enjoy­
able evening followed and Denise and 
Paul are to follow up the possibilities of 
closer and maybe more formal links 
b e t w e e n Bal lyhaunis and Brockton. 
Why not a Trans-Atlantic twinning? 

FR. HAMROCK, 
O.S.A. 

Pau l ' s vis i t l e d to a n o t h e r wel ­
c o m e a n d i n t e r e s t i n g v i s i t f r o m 
J o h n P. S u l l i v a n a n d h i s w i fe 
L o r r a i n e , a l s o o f B r o c k t o n , w h o 
b r o u g h t w i t h h i m from Paul m u c h of 
t h e d e t a i l s i n c l u d e d in t h i s a r t i c l e . 
J o h n h i m s e l f is a n a n n u a l v i s i to r to 
h i s m o t h e r ' s n a t i v e B a l l y h a u n i s . 
H i s m o t h e r w a s M a r y H a m r o c k of 
Leow. I n t e r e s t i n g l y , J o h n w a s ab l e 
to tell m e t h a t a Fr. H a m r o c k is 
b u r i e d in t h e f a m i l y ' s a n c e s t r a l 
g r a v e in t h e F r i a ry g r a v e y a r d a n d 
t h a t t h i s w a s i n s c r i b e d o n t h e g r a v e ­
s t o n e . H e h a s in h i s p o s s e s s i o n a 
" r u b b i n g " o f t h i s i n s c r i p t i o n . T h i s 
m a y so lve a m y s t e r y of t h e w h e r e ­
a b o u t s of t h e g r ave of Fr. H a m r o c k , 
c r e d i t e d w i t h r e s t o r i n g t h e A b b e y . I 
h a d p l e a s u r e in r e f e r r i n g J o h n to 
o u r m u c h - l o v e d h i s t o r i a n Fr. J o h n 
O ' C o n n o r in G a l w a y , w h o s e a b s e n c e 
is so m u c h r e g r e t t e d . I l ook fo rward 
to a s c h o l a r l y r e s e a r c h o n t h i s . 
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HERBERT M E M O R I A L 

PLAQUE 
O n M o t h e r ' s d a y , M a y t h e 11th, 

t h i s y e a r , a t St . Bas i l C h a p e l , 

B r i d g w a t e r S t a t e C o l l e g e , P a u l a n d 

T h e r e s a h a d a s p e c i a l T h a n k s g i v i n g 

M a s s c e l e b r a t e d for t h e s u c c e s s f u l 

r e c o v e r y o f t h e i r g r a n d s o n , P a t r i c k 

O ' C o n n o r , from t w o s e r i o u s h e a r t 

o p e r a t i o n s . A f t e r t h e M a s s , a n oil 

p a i n t i n g o f t h e A p p a r i t i o n a t K n o c k , 

b y A n d r e w D i g i a m m o , s o n of J u l i a 

H e r b e r t o f L e c a r r o w , w a s p l a c e d 

o v e r t h e i n t e r i o r e n t r a n c e to t h e 

C h a p e l . T h e p a i n t i n g is u n u s u a l in 

t h a t t h e fee t o f O u r L a d y a r e e n c i r ­

c l e d b y t h e h a n d s o f a C l a d d a g h ring 

s y m b o l i s i n g t h e m a r r i a g e o f Br idge t 

H e r b e r t O ' C o n n o r ' s p a r e n t s W i l l i a m 

H e r b e r t a n d C e l i a Ka in w h i c h t o o k 

p l a c e i n K n o c k c h a p e l i n 1898 . T h i s 

f e a t u r e is a l s o i n f l u e n c e d b y t h e fact 

t h a t t h e O ' C o n n o r f a m i l y ' s f a t h e r 

A n d r e w , c a m e from G a l w a y Ci ty . 

Paul O'Connor's research 
to date shows the follow­
ing Brockton-Bridgewater 
Ballyhaunisians: 

W a l t e r H e r b e r t (R.I.P.) m a r r i e d 

M o n i c a M c L o u g h l i n o f A u g h a m o r e ; 

t h e y h a d t w o d a u g h t e r s : E i l e e n a n d 

J e a n . 

J u l i a H e r b e r t m a r r i e d J o h n 

D i g i a m m o of N a p l e s , I t a ly ; t h e y h a d 

s ix c h i l d r e n : J o h n , A n d r e w , C la i r e , 

P a u l , L a u r a a n d H e r b e r t , a r e t i r e d 

B r o c k t o n fireman. 

C e l i a H e r b e r t m a r r i e d T h o m a s 

F o g a r t y o f M i t c h e l s t o w n , C o C o r k ; 

t h e y h a d f o u r c h i l d r e n : T h o m a s , 

M a r y , Al f red a n d K e v i n . 

Br idge t H e r b e r t m a r r i e d A n d r e w 

O ' C o n n o r o f G a l w a y ; t h e y h a d five 

c h i l d r e n : W i l l i a m , H e r b e r t , M a r y 

( W a l d r o n ) a n d t w i n s - P a u l a n d 

Pa t r i c i a . 

The following also 
settled in Brockton 
between 1912-1920: 

T h e L y o n s F a m i l y : A u s t i n , De l i a 
M a r y a n d M a r g a r e t . 

A u s t i n a n d M a r y L y o n s ; t h e y 
h a d four c h i l d r e n , A u s t i n Jr . , S h a w n , 
R o b e r t a n d K a t h l e e n (S i ro i s ) . 

M a r y a n d M a r g a r e t L y o n s n e v e r 
m a r r i e d . 

Paul O'Connor and his wife Theresa, with Fr. John Kearns of Bridgewater 
College, where many Ballyhaunis diaspora have been educated. 

M a r g a r e t L y o n s K e l l e h e r ; s h e 
h a d f o u r c h i l d r e n , J o h n , J a m e s , 
N a n c y a n d R i c h a r d . 

M i c h a e l C r i b b i n , s o n of J a m e s 
C r i b b i n a n d E l l e n P l u n k e t t o f 
L e c a r r o w , m a r r i e d J u l i a H u n t ; t h e y 
h a d t e n c h i l d r e n : J a m e s , J o h n , 
R a l p h , G e r a l d , L a u r e n c e , H a r o l d , 
Bill, R i c h a r d , M i l d r e d a n d E l l en . 

A u s t i n C r i b b i n m a r r i e d K a t e 
L y n c h o f K e r r y ; t h e y h a d five ch i l ­
d r e n : A u s t i n Jr . , J a c k , M a r i e , H e l e n 
a n d L e o . 

J i m C r i b b i n m a r r i e d A l i c e 
J o h n s t o n a n d , a f t e r h e r d e a t h , m a r ­
ried M a r y F e n t o n of Ke r ry : T h e y 
h a d six c h i l d r e n : T o m , F r a n c e s , Rita, 
Vi rg in ia , F r e d a n d J a m e s . 

T o m C r i b b i n , Bache lo r . 

M i c h a e l C u n n a n e m a r r i e d 
M a r g a r e t S h e e h a n ; t h e y h a d t h r e e 

c h i l d r e n : P a t r i c i a , M a r g a r e t a n d 
W i l l i a m . 

N o r a H a m r o c k m a r r i e d J o s e p h 
C r o w l e y ; t h e y h a d s e v e n c h i l d r e n : 
C h r i s t i n e , M a r g a r e t , N o r e e n , 
B e r n a d e t t e , T h o m a s , E d w a r d a n d 
D o n n y . 

M a r y H a m r o c k m a r r i e d D a n i e l 
O 'Su l l i van ; t h e y h a d n i n e c h i l d r e n : 
Edd ie , J o h n , S t eve , D a n n y , K e v i n , 
M a r y , P a t r i c i a a n d T h e r e s a . 

A n n H u n t m a r r i e d N i c h o l a s 
O ' S u l l i v a n of Co rk ; t h e y h a d o n e s o n 
Robe r t . 

M a r y H u n t m a r r i e d M i c h a e l 
Mel ia ; t h e y h a d t w o s o n s ; M u r t a g h 
a n d J o h n . 

J o s e p h i n e H u n t m a r r i e d 
J e r e m i a h B u r k e ; t h e y h a d five ch i l ­
d r e n : F r a n c i s , G e r a l d , A n n , 
M a r g a r e t a n d M a r y . 



J a m e s M a n n i o n m a r r i e d Mary 
M c G o l d r i c k o f C a v a n ; t h e y h a d 
three ch i ldren: J a m e s , Richard and 
J u n e ( S n o w ) . 

Mark F i t z m a u r i c e m a r r i e d Mary 
Tarpey, a l so o f Ba l lyhaun i s ; t h e y 
had three c h i l d r e n : Richard, Mary, 
(King), a n d Nora ( L o n a g a n ) . Mark 
married s e c o n d l y Mary D o h e r t y . 

J i m Cruise m a r r i e d Del ia Cruise; 
t h e y h a d s ix c h i l d r e n : J a m e s , 
Wil l iam, T h o m a s , J o h n , Sr. J a m e s 
(Ann) a n d Sr. T h o m a s (Mir iam) . 

Peter Cruise m a r r i e d Margaret 
H o p k i n s o f R o s c o m m o n ; t h e y had 
n ine ch i ldren: Peter, J a m e s , J o s e p h , 
Wi l l i am, M a r y ( K e n n e d y ) , A n n 
(Conno l ly ) , Margaret ( M c M e n a m y ) , 
E i l een (McVarish) a n d Br. T h o m a s 
(Oblates) . 

Cel ia Cruise m a r r i e d D a n D e a d y 
and ra ised A n n a H e r n a n Buckley , 
former State Senator. 

M a n y o f t h e s e B a l l y h a u n i s i m m i ­
grants s e r v e d i n t h e U.S. a r m e d 
forces d u r i n g World War I. T h e i r 
sons a n d d a u g h t e r a l so s e r v e d dur­
ing World War II a n d i n Korea, and 
the ir g r a n d c h i l d r e n s e r v e d in 
V i e t n a m . 

T h e r e is an honourable 
record o f service to the City of 
Brockton and to the Sate. 

Teachers: Patr ic ia ( O ' C o n n o r ) 
McGillis, E i l e e n Herbert , Kath leen 
( L y o n s ) Sirois , Robert ( J o y c e ) 
N e r b o n n e a n d Robert Sul l ivan . 

Firemen: H e r b e r t D i g i a m m o , 
Harold Cribbin, Bill Cribbin, Bill 
Cruise, J o h n S h e e h a n (all ret ired) 
and Richard Cribbin. 

Custodians: A n d r e w O'Connor, 
Joe Cruise , T o m Fogarty, W i l l i a m 
O'Connor 

Former State Senator: 
A n n a Buck ley l ; 
State Representative: 
T o m K e n n e d y ; 
City Councillor: J o h n McGarry 

This article d o e s not claim to be 
exhaustive; in fact it is mere ly scraping 
the surface of the story of a proud 
Bal lyhaunis Diaspora; proud o f its 
roots, proud of its culture, proud of its 
history; and proud of its service to 
City, State and Country. 

Francis M. Glynn, native of 
Clare Street, with his recently 
acquired Coat of Arms. 

T O All* T O W H O M 

SY ROBEN DOUGTAI WAN. CMTFHTNUD 
OFCANADA. 
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Brackloon / Spaddagh, 
Group Water Scheme - Our 

21st Anniversary 
by Joe (Fitzmauriee I n 1 9 7 5 / 7 6 a g r o u p o f p e o p l e 

m e t for t h e first t i m e . A c o m m i t t e e 
w a s e l e c t e d a n d o u r W a t e r S c h e m e 
w a s f o r m e d , t o c o v e r a n a r e a f r o m 
T o g h e r t o K i l l i n a u g h e r , a n d from 
C a r r o w r e a t o B r a c k l o o n . 

It w a s a d a u n t i n g t a s k for a g r o u p 
w i t h n o e x p e r i e n c e i n t h i s field. 
M o n e y i n t h o s e d a y s w a s s c a r c e so 
c o s t s h a d t o h e l e v i e d a t t h e l o w e s t 
p o s s i b l e l e v e l . O v e r t h e n e x t o n e t o 

t w o y e a r s a l l t h e s u r v e y i n g , d r a w ­
ings , t e n d e r s a n d w o r k s w e r e fin­
i s h e d a n d w a t e r f l o w e d t o a p p r o x i ­
m a t e l y s e v e n t y h o u s e s . O v e r t h e 
y e a r s t h e s c h e m e h a s g r o w n t o 133 
h o u s e s . We a r e n o w i n t h e p r o c e s s 
o f i n s t a l l i n g i n f r a r e d w a t e r t r e a t ­
m e n t fac i l i t ies . 

O v e r t h e p a s t t w e n t y - o n e t o 

t w e n t y - t w o y e a r s , w e h a v e l o s t t w o 
v e r y e s t e e m e d c o m m i t t e e m e m ­
b e r s : P a t r i c k R e g a n R.I .P. 
G u r t e e n b e g a n d M i c h a e l F l a n a g a n 
R.I .P. G u r t e e n m o r e ; b o t h p l a y e d 
v e r y i m p o r t a n t p a r t s i n t h e s u c c e s s 
o f t h e S c h e m e . A s H o n o u r a r y 
S e c r e t a r y s i n c e o u r f o r m a t i o n , a n d 
o n b e h a l f o f t h e C o m m i t t e e , I w i s h 
to e x p r e s s m y d e e p a p p r e c i a t i o n to 
all o u r m e m b e r s , p a s t a n d p r e s e n t , 
for t h e i r c o - o p e r a t i o n a n d u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g , w i t h o u t w h i c h w e c o u l d 
n o t h a v e s u c h a s u c c e s s f u l s c h e m e . 

C o m m i t t e e : C h a i r m a n : R a y 
S l o y a n ; H o n o u r a r y S e c r e t a r y : J o e 
F i t z m a u r i e e ; T r u s t e e s K e v i n 
D e v a n e y , S e a m u s O ' B o y l e a n d 
M i c h a e l N o l a n . 

Above: Noreen Ruane, Johnstoum, was conferred with 
a B.Sc. Degree in Management Law at Trinity College. 
She is daughter of Mrs. Bridie Ruane &? the late 
Seamus Ruane, Johnstown. 
Left: Michael McNamara of Upper Main St., for­
merly of Tullaghane, celebrating his 87th Birthday, 
with his wife Kathleen. 

FAS S c h e m e -
Bal lyhaunis 1997. 

Back row L to R: 
Martina McGoldrick, 

Jimmy Burke, Michael 
Kearns, Ray Prendergast, 

Patsy McCormack, 
Seamus Brennan, Joe 

Cornwall, Michael 
Hanagan, Tom Lenihan. 
Front row: Jarlath Kelly, 

Roger Folliard, Tom 
Commins, Des Folan, 
Liam Lyons, Kieran 

Ruane. 

Back row L to R: 
Martina McGoldrick, 

Jimmy Burke, Michael 
Kearns, Ray Prendergast, 

Patsy McCormack, 
Seamus Brennan, Joe 

Cornwall, Michael 
Hanagan, Tom Lenihan. 
Front row: Jarlath Kelly, 

Roger Folliard, Tom 
Commins, Des Folan, 
Liam Lyons, Kieran 

Ruane. 

imp » 



nnaW oMatazine '97 

The Abbey 
Pattern 1997 

<Fr. MichaeC CoCCender OSA 

On S u n d a y , t h e 2 4 t h o f A u g u s t 1 9 9 7 w e h a d o u r 
a n n u a l P a t t e r n D a y . It w a s m y first t i m e w i t ­
n e s s i n g s u c h a n e v e n t ; I h o p e it w i l l n o t b e 

m y l a s t . F o r m e i t w a s a n e x p e r i e n c e t h a t r e a l l y 
b r o u g h t h o m e w h a t it m e a n s t o b e p a r t o f a c o m m u ­
n i t y e f fo r t i n s u p p o r t i n g t h e A u g u s t i n i a n A b b e y . T h e 
F r i a r s h a v e a l w a y s a p p r e c i a t e d s u c h e f fo r t s o n b e h a l f 
o f t h e c o m m u n i t y , a s it b r i n g s h o m e h o w m u c h t h e 
p l a c e m e a n s t o t h e p e o p l e o f t h e l o c a l i t y . 
O f c o u r s e , t h e e v e n t w o u l d n e v e r h a v e b e e n s u c h a 
s u c c e s s w e r e i t n o t for t h e e f fo r t s o f t h e P a t t e r n 
C o m m i t t e e . S i n c e J u n e , t h e y w e r e m e e t i n g to d i s ­
c u s s h o w to b e s t p l a n t h e e v e n t . I, i n m y i n n o c e n c e , 
t h o u g h t t h e p a t t e r n w a s a n e w e v e n t i n t h e l i fe o f t h e 
t o w n . H o w e v e r , I s o o n f o u n d o u t t h a t it w a s a v e r y 
o ld t r a d i t i o n l o n g a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e p l a c e . It d i d 
fade o u t fo r a f e w y e a r s b u t w a s r e v i v e d a g a i n . T h e 
o r g a n i s i n g c o m m i t t e e d i d a l l t h e g r o u n d w o r k , from 
o r g a n i s i n g t h e field t o h e l p i n g l o c a t e f u n d i n g for t h e 
e v e n t . T h e s u p p o r t f r o m b u s i n e s s e s a n d b a n k s r e a l ­
ly m e a n t a l o t . T h e fine w e a t h e r o n t h e d a y e n c o u r -

Friary Servers 1997/'98. Back row: David Hannan. Ciaran Griffin, 
Darren Doyle, MichaelJordan, Christopher Morley. Front row: Paul Kelly, 
Michael Cunningham, David Connolly, Michael Mullarkey, Colm Gallagher. 

a g e d p e o p l e to s t i r o u t for t h e o c c a s i o n . I t h i n k i t 
b r o u g h t h o m e al l t h e m o r e w h a t l o c a l s u p p o r t c a n d o , 
n o t o n l y for t h e A b b e y , b u t a l s o p r o v i d i n g e n t e r t a i n ­
m e n t for f a m i l i e s o n t h e d a y w i t h s o m e t h i n g for e v e r y ­
o n e to p a r t t a k e i n . I k n o w t h e r e a r e s o m a n y p e o p l e I 
n e e d t o s a y t h a n k s to , b u t it w o u l d b e i m p o s s i b l e for m e 
to m e n t i o n e v e r y o n e b y n a m e . F u r t h e r m o r e , I t h i n k 
t h o s e w h o d i d h e l p i n a n y w a y w o u l d n o t l i k e a n y p u b ­
l ic i ty . So, to e a c h a n d e v e r y o n e , I s a y " T h a n k s a m i l ­
l ion" , y o u r c o n t r i b u t i o n m e a n s e v e r y t h i n g t o u s . T h e 
h e l p a n d t h e h a r d w o r k t h a t w e n t i n t o t h e d a y , a l o n g 
w i t h t h e w e l c o m e t h a t Fr. T i m a n d m y s e l f h a v e r e c e i v e d 
a s s u r e s u s t h a t w e a r e w i t h t h e Sal t o f t h e E a r t h . 

Ballyhaunis 
Library 

Ba l l y h a u n i s L i b r a r y i s s i t u a t e d 
i n C l a r e S t r e e t . ( T e l e p h o n e : 
0 9 0 7 - 3 0 1 6 1 ) . 

J o i n i n g t h e l i b r a r y i s a s i m p l e 
p r o c e d u r e o f s i g n i n g a f o r m . A 
y e a r ' s m e m b e r s h i p c o s t s j u s t O n e 
P o u n d ! O n e v e r y v i s i t t o t h e 
L i b r a r y , a p e r s o n i s e n t i t l e d t o b o r ­
r o w t w o b o o k s . B o o k s a r e i s s u e d 
for a p e r i o d o f t w o w e e k s a n d c a n 
b e r e n e w e d , e i t h e r b y p h o n e o r b y 
t a k i n g t h e b o o k s t o t h e L i b r a r y for 
r e - s t a m p i n g ( u n l e s s t h e b o o k s a r e 
r e q u e s t e d b y a n o t h e r p e r s o n ) . 

M e m b e r s a r e a s k e d t o r e t u r n 
b o o k s p r o m p t l y . F i n e s a r e 
c h a r g e d o n o v e r d u e b o o k s . P l e a s e 
d o n o t l o a n a n y l i b r a r y b o o k s in 
y o u r p o s s e s s i o n . B o o k s l o a n e d 
from t h e l i b r a r y m u s t b e r e t u r n e d 
i n t h e c o n d i t i o n i n w h i c h t h e y 

w e r e l e n t . A n y o n e w h o l o s e s o r 
d a m a g e s a b o o k m u s t p a y t h e 
r e p l a c e m e n t c o s t o f t h e b o o k . 

A r e q u e s t s e r v i c e is p r o v i d e d 
w h e r e b y b o o k s w h i c h a r e n o t i n 
s t o c k c a n b e r e q u e s t e d b y c o m ­
p l e t i n g a r e q u e s t f o r m . 

B a l l y h a u n i s L i b r a r y h a s a w i d e 
s e l e c t i o n o f b o o k s w h i c h i n c l u d e s : 

NON-FICTION: c r a f t s , s p o r t , 
f a r m i n g , c o o k e r y , g a r d e n i n g , 
D.I.Y., h i s t o r y , b i o g r a p h i e s , e t c . 

FICTION: m o d e r n f i c t ion , n o v ­
e l s , c l a s s i c s , r o m a n c e , w e s t e r n s , 
l a r g e p r i n t , e t c . 

REFERENCE AND 
INFORMATION: T h i s s e c t i o n 

c o n t a i n s d i c t i o n a r i e s , a t l a s e s , y e a r ­
b o o k s , e t c . T h e Loca l S t u d i e s s e c ­
t i o n c o n t a i n s i n f o r m a t i o n o n loca l 
p e o p l e , p l a c e s a n d b u i l d i n g s , 
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w h i c h is b a c k e d u p b y v e r y c o m ­
p r e h e n s i v e r e s o u r c e s a t t h e 
C e n t r a l L i b r a r y i n C a s t l e b a r . 

CHILDREN'S BOOKS: F r o m 
s i m p l e b o o k s , ABC, fa i ry s t o r i e s 
e t c . for t h e v e r y y o u n g , t o f ic t ion 
a n d k n o w l e d g e b o o k s for o l d e r 
c h i l d r e n . We a l s o s t o c k a t e e n a g e 
f i c t i on s e c t i o n . 

T h e N o n - F i c t i o n b o o k s a r e 
a r r a n g e d b y s u b j e c t a c c o r d i n g t o 
t h e D e w e y D e c i m a l C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
S y s t e m : 100 p h i l o s o p h y , 2 0 0 re l i ­
g i o n , 3 0 0 s o c i a l s c i e n c e s , 4 0 0 l in­
g u i s t i c s , 5 0 0 p u r e s c i e n c e s , 6 0 0 
a p p l i e d s c i e n c e s , 7 0 0 a r t s a n d 
r e c r e a t i o n s , 8 0 0 l i t e r a t u r e , 9 0 0 h i s ­
t o r y a n d g e o g r a p h y . 

Opening Hours 
M o n d a y : C l o s e d ; T u e s d a y : 12 -

5 p . m . , W e d n e s d a y : 3 - 8 p . m . , 
T h u r s d a y : C l o s e d ; F r i d a y : 3 - 8 
p . m . , S a t u r d a y 1 2 - 5 p . m . 

T h e L i b r a r y is c l o s e d o n t h e 
S a t u r d a y s p r e c e d i n g B a n k 
H o l i d a y s . If y o u r e q u i r e a n y in fo r ­
m a t i o n , E l e a n o r , t h e L i b r a r i a n , i s 
o n l y t oo w i l l i n g t o h e l p . 
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Polly's Near Shave! 
On t h e 3 r d o f J a n u a r y 

1 9 9 7 , I g o t u p f o r w o r k a s 
u s u a l . T h e k i d s h a d n o 

s c h o o l s o I j u s t l e f t t h e m i n b e d 
a n d h a d m y u s u a l l o o k a t t h e 
c o w s i n t h e s l a t t e d h o u s e b e f o r e 
d e p a r t i n g f o r w o r k . T h e y w o u l d 
n o t b e c a l v i n g f o r s o m e t i m e y e t 
s o t h e r e w a s n o n e e d r e a l l y t o b e 
t h a t c a r e f u l a b o u t c h e c k i n g 
t h e m . T h e r e w a s e n o u g h s i l a g e 
i n t h e p a s s a g e - w a y t o d o t h e m 
f o r a n o t h e r d a y o r s o a n d I 
t h o u g h t t o m y s e l f , w h a t a g r e a t 
c h a n g e f r o m y e a r s a g o , w h e n 
o n e h a d t o c a r r y h a y a n d w a t e r 
t o t h e c o w - h o u s e . T h e n t h e r e 
w a s a l s o t h e m u c k i n g o u t t o b e 
d o n e e a c h d a y , a n d , I t h o u g h t , a l l 
t h e m o d e r n f a r m i n g i s g e a r e d 
t o w a r d s l e s s a n d l e s s w o r k . 

I n o t i c e d n o t h i n g u n u s u a l a s 
t h e c o w s w e r e c h e w i n g t h e i r 
c u d s c o n t e n t e d l y ; I m a d e fo r t h e 
c a r a n d h e a d e d o f f f o r w o r k a s 
u s u a l . O n c o m i n g h o m e fo r a 
c u p o f t e a o n m y l u n c h h o u r , I 
w a s m e t b y m y o l d e s t s o n S e a n , 
w h o i n f o r m e d m e t h a t t h e r e w a s 
a c o w m i s s i n g from t h e s h e d . O n 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g , w e f o u n d o u t t h a t a 
b l a c k c o w , w h i c h w a s c h r i s t e n e d 
" P o l l y " b y m y y o u n g d a u g h t e r 
Á i n e , w a s m i s s i n g ; n o t a t r a c e 
w a s t o b e f o u n d a n y w h e r e , a n d 
t h e r e w e r e n o t r a c e s o f a c o w t o 
b e s e e n a n y w h e r e i n t h e a r e a . 
Y e s , t h e t w o b o l t s i n o n e o f t h e 
b a r r i e r s h a d b e e n o p e n e d , b u t 
t h e b a r r i e r w a s s t i l l i n i t s right 
p l a c e . E v i d e n t l y , t h e c o w h a d 
b e e n s c r a t c h i n g o n t h e b a r r i e r 
a n d w o r k e d t h e b o l t s o p e n , n o w 
s h e w a s g o n e , b u t w h e r e t o ? 

J u s t o n a h a l f c h a n c e w e 
c h e c k e d t h e m a n - h o l e t y p e s l a t 
o u t s i d e t h e s l a t t e d h o u s e . T h i s is 
u s e d fo r a g i t a t i n g a n d p u m p i n g 
o u t t h e s l u r r y w h e n e v e r t h e t a n k 
i s fu l l . T h e s l u r r y h a d b e e n p u t 
o u t i n e a r l y N o v e m b e r a n d t h e 
c o w s h a d b e e n p u t i n t o t h e s l a t -
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t e d h o u s e a f e w d a y s l a t e r . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , w e h a d d o n e a 
t e m p o r a r y j o b o f c o v e r i n g t h e 
m a n - h o l e a n d , i n s t e a d o f p u t t i n g 
b a c k t h e c o n c r e t e s l a t , w e u s e d a 
w o o d e n p a l l e t t o c o v e r t h e h o l e 
f o r t h e t i m e b e i n g ; w i t h n o c a t t l e 
o u t s i d e t h e r e w a s n o n e e d fo r 
p a n i c , o r s o w e t h o u g h t . I t w a s 
i n d e e d o n e o f t h e g r e a t e s t m i s ­
t a k e s w e h a d e v e r m a d e i n o u r 
l i v e s . 

T h e p a l l e t w a s s t i l l i n p o s i t i o n 
b u t t h e r e w a s a p i e c e o f t h e c o r ­
n e r m i s s i n g a n d t h e n t h e p e n n y 
d r o p p e d ! P o l l y t h e c o w w a s i n 
t h e t a n k o f s l u r r y . O n l i f t i n g t h e 
p a l l e t w e f o u n d t h a t t h e s c u m o n 
t o p o f t h e s l u r r y w a s i n d e e d b r o ­
k e n b u t t h e r e w a s n o t a t r a c e o f 
t h e u n f o r t u n a t e c o w . 

W e u s e d a t o r c h a n d s e a r c h e d 
a l l a l o n g t h e t h r e e b a y s o f t h e 
s l a t s b u t n o t h i n g w a s t o b e h e a r d 
o f t h e b l a c k c o w . I n s h e e r frus­
t r a t i o n w e g a v e u p , h a v i n g d e c i d ­
e d t h a t P o l l y w o u l d b e b u r i e d a t 
s e a , n o b u r i a l o r c r e m a t i o n fo r 
h e r . T h e c o n c r e t e s l a t w a s 
r e p l a c e d a n d w e w i s h e d a l l o u r 
b a d l u c k t o h a v e d e p a r t e d w i t h 
t h e l o s s o f a n o t h e r a n i m a l . I 
w e n t b a c k t o w o r k ( r a t h e r l a t e ) 
a f t e r t h e l u n c h b r e a k a n d t o l d 
s o m e o f t h e l a d s a t w o r k a b o u t 
m y m i s f o r t u n e . S o m e h a d s y m ­
p a t h y f o r m e , b u t a f e w l o o k e d a t 
m e a s m u c h a s t o s a y " w h a t e l s e 
d o y o u e x p e c t " a n d " y o u m i g h t 
b e m o r e c a r e f u l i n t h e f u t u r e . " 

O n c o m i n g h o m e from w o r k 
t h a t e v e n i n g I d o n ' t k n o w w h a t 
p o s s e s s e d m e b u t I d e c i d e d t o 
h a v e a n o t h e r l o o k . U p c a m e t h e 
c o n c r e t e s l a t a g a i n a n d I g o t a 
h i g h p o w e r e d s p o t l a m p a n d 
l o o k e d d o w n t h e l e n g t h o f t h e 
s l a t t e d h o u s e . It b e i n g a n e i g h t -
f o o t t a n k , t h e s l u r r y w a s u p 

a b o u t t h r e e f e e t f r o m t h e t o p . 

T h e r e w a s f i v e f e e t o f s l u r r y i n 

t h e t a n k , s o h o w c o u l d a n y t h i n g 

s u r v i v e i n t h e r e ? 

I h e a r d m y n e i g h b o u r J . P 
M u r p h y s h o u t " t h e c o w i s a l i v e ! " 
a n d , s u r e l y , o n c l o s e r i n s p e c t i o n , 
w e f o u n d t h a t a c o w ' s h e a d c o u l d 
b e s e e n o v e r t h e t o p o f t h e s l u r ­
r y , a t t h e f a r e n d . S h e w a s c o m ­
p l e t e l y s u b m e r g e d b u t w a s h o l d ­
i n g h e r h e a d u p o v e r t h e t o p a n d 
b r e a t h i n g . T h e n o n e o f t h e m o s t 
h e c t i c a n d f r e n z i e d e v e n t s o f m y 
l i f e s t a r t e d t o u n f o l d a n d a n 
e m e r g e n c y p l a n w a s p u t i n t o 
o p e r a t i o n t o m a t c h a n y t h i n g 
e v e r s e e n i n t h i s p a r t t o t h e 
c o u n t r y . 

I m i g h t a d d , i t w a s o n e o f t h e 
m o s t h o r r i b l e o f e v e n i n g s , w i t h 
t h u n d e r a n d l i g h t n i n g , a n d a 
c o n s t a n t d o w n p o u r o f r a i n . T h e 
f i r s t t h i n g I d i d w a s t o c o n t a c t m y 
a g r i c u l t u r a l c o n t r a c t o r s : t h e 
W a l d r o n s o f C o t t a g e t o g e t s o m e 
o f t h e s l u r r y p u m p e d o u t . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e y w e r e n o t a t 
h o m e , b u t t h e i r m o t h e r 
p r o m i s e d t o t e l l t h e m a b o u t m y 
p r e d i c a m e n t t h e m i n u t e t h e y g o t 
h o m e . J . P. a n d I d e c i d e d t o 
c h e c k - o u t a f e w m o r e c o n t r a c t o r s 
w h o h a d s l u r r y t a n k s t o t r y a n d 
g e t t h e m t o h e l p . E u g e n e J u d g e 
s e n t u s t o B o l a n d B r o s . B u t , t h e y 
w e r e o u t c a l v i n g a c o w a n d , 
i n d e e d , w o u l d h a v e b e e n d e l i g h t ­
e d t o h e l p b u t u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
t h e i r t a n k e r w a s p u n c t u r e d o u t 
i n t h e field. T h e y t o l d u s t o g o t o 
R o r y D e l a n e y . I f e l t l i k e a b e g g a r 
g o i n g t o R o r y ' s d o o r a n d s u r e l y 
t h o u g h t h e w o u l d r e f u s e m e , b u t 
n o , h e s a i d h e w o u l d b e u p i n fif­
t e e n m i n u t e s , w h i c h h e w a s . I 
r e a l i s e d t h e n t h a t a l l p e o p l e a r e 
n o t b a d h u m a n b e i n g s a n d t h a t 
t h e r e a r e a l o t o f g o o d p e o p l e o u t 
t h e r e a n d , a f t e r a l l , R o r y w o u l d 
n o t b e a n y t h i n g t o h i s d a d 
G e o r g e a n d b r o t h e r s if h e w a s 



n o t k i n d a n d h e l p f u l . 

T h e c o w s h a d t o b e a l l p u t o u t 

i n t h e y a r d i n t h e p o u r i n g r a i n 

a n d , w o u l d y o u b e l i e v e , R o r y 

l a n d e d w i t h h i s s l u r r y t a n k e r t h e 

v e r y s a m e t i m e a s W a l d r o n s 

a r r i v e d w i t h t h e i r s . T h e j o b o f 

p u m p i n g o u t s o m e o f t h e s l u r r y 

s t a r t e d , b u t t h e p r o b l e m w a s t h e 

t a n k c o u l d n o t b e a g i t a t e d a s t h e 

g a s f u m e s w o u l d p r o b a b l y 

s m o t h e r t h e c o w . A l l t h a t w a s 

g o i n g o u t i n t h e t a n k e r s w a s 

w a t e r a n d t h e s l u r r y r o u n d t h e 

c o w w a s g e t t i n g t h i c k e r a n d 

s t i c k i e r . 

T h e w o r d a b o u t t h e d r a m a a t 
H u n t ' s h a d s p r e a d l i k e w i l d f i r e 
a n d h e l p o f e v e r y d e s c r i p t i o n 
w a s a r r i v i n g b i t b y b i t . T r a c t o r s 
a n d c a r s w e r e e v e r y w h e r e ; 
D o m i n i c k M u r p h y a r r i v e d w i t h 
h i s g a r a g e e q u i p m e n t o f a b l o c k 
c h a i n a n d p u l l e y a n d a l s o a 
w i n c h w h i c h o p e r a t e s f r o m t h e 
b a c k o f h i s b r e a k d o w n w a g o n . 

I t d a w n e d o n u s t h a t w e c o u l d 
n o t g e t t h e c o w t o m o v e d o w n 
t o w a r d s t h e m a n h o l e s o t h e o n l y 
t h i n g w e c o u l d d o w a s t o l i f t t h e 
s e c t i o n o f s l a t s d i r e c t l y o v e r t h e 
c o w ( t h i s s e c t i o n w e i g h e d a c o u ­
p l e o f t o n s ) . T h i s w a s e v e n t u a l l y 
d o n e b y m u c h p u l l i n g w i t h c r o w 
b a r s a n d t h e c a r e f u l u s e o f t h e 
p u l l e y f r o m t h e r o o f b e a m s 
( w h i c h g a v e a f e w f r i g h t e n i n g 
c r e a k s , b y t h e w a y ) . A t l a s t , w e 
g o t t h e s e c t i o n o f s l a t s l i f t e d a n d 
w e w e r e l o o k i n g d o w n d i r e c t l y 
o n " P o l l y " t h e c o w . A t t h i s s t a g e 
w e d i d n o t h o l d m u c h h o p e o f 
s a v i n g h e r , e s p e c i a l l y a s s h e w a s 
v e r y h e a v i l y i n ca l f . 

T h e n , J . P. W a r d e c a m e t o t h e 
r e s c u e ( h e w a s w o r k i n g f o r 
W a l d r o n c o n t r a c t o r s a t t h e t i m e ) . 
H e g r a b b e d a l a d d e r a n d s c u r r i e d 
d o w n i n t o t h e t a n k a s f a s t a s o n e 
c o u l d s a y " J a c k R o b i n s o n . " H e 
s e c u r e d s o m e r o p e s r o u n d t h e 
c o w ' s l e g s a n d h e a d , a n d u n d e r 
h e r b e l l y . T h e m a s s i v e j o b o f 
w i n c h i n g b e g a n a n d b o t h t h e 
p u l l e y a n d p i c k u p w i n c h w e r e 
u s e d . J . p. W a r d e w a s t h e h e r o 

a n d d e s p i t e g r e a t d a n g e r t o h i m ­
self , h e n e v e r h e s i t a t e d . 

G r a d u a l l y t h e c o w w a s g e n t l y 
l i f t e d o u t o f h e r r e s t i n g p l a c e i n 
t h e s l u r r y . S h e s t r u g g l e d q u i t e a 
b i t o n c o m i n g o u t o f h e r w a t e r y 
g r a v e , b u t h a d b e e n s o l o n g i n 
t h e t a n k t h a t a l o t o f h e r e n e r g y 
h a d b e e n e x p e n d e d . W e s l o w l y 
b u t s u r e l y g o t h e r l e v e l w i t h t h e 
t o p o f t h e t a n k a n d t h e n , w i t h a 
m i g h t y h e a v e , s l u n g h e r f r e e 
f r o m t h e o p e n i n g . W e u n c o u p l e d 
h e r h a r n e s s o f r o p e s a n d c h a i n s 
a n d g o t h e r t o s t a n d u p , w h i c h 
w a s v e r y e s s e n t i a l . 

W o u l d y o u b e l i e v e , t h e f i r s t 
t h i n g s h e d i d o n s t a n d i n g u p w a s 
t o s t a g g e r o v e r t o t h e s i l a g e i n 
t h e p a s s a g e - w a y a n d s t a r t e a t i n g 
t o h e r h e a r t ' s c o n t e n t . T h i s w a s 
a f t e r s t a n d i n g n e a r l y t w e n t y - f o u r 
h o u r s s u b m e r g e d i n a s l u r r y t a n k 
w i t h o n l y t h e t i p o f h e r n o s e o v e r 
t h e t o p . T h e j o b o f p u l l i n g b a c k 
t h e s l a t s , p u t t i n g i n t h e c o w s 
a g a i n e t c . w a s o n l y c h i l d ' s p l a y 
c o m p a r e d t o w h a t w e h a d u n d e r ­
g o n e e a r l i e r . 

O n t h e first w e e k o f M a r c h 

1 9 9 7 " P o l l y " g a v e b i r t h t o a 

s m a s h i n g C h a r o l a i s b u l l c a l f a n d 
i t n e v e r k n o c k e d a s t i r o u t o f h e r . 
M a n y s u g g e s t i o n s h a v e b e e n 
m a d e s i n c e w h y s h e s u r v i v e d , 
b u t I s u p p o s e t h e b e s t o n e w o u l d 
b e t h a t t h e h e a t o f t h e s l u r r y h a d 
k e p t h e r w a r m . M a y b e s h e w a s 
j u s t a s u r v i v o r a n d w a n t e d t o 
l i v e , w e w i l l n e v e r k n o w . 

A l l I d o k n o w i s t h a t from n o w 
o n s e c u r i t y a n d s a f e t y a r o u n d 
t h e H u n t f a r m w i l l b e m u c h 
t i g h t e r . I t m a y b e a l e s s o n t o u s 
a l l t h a t s a f e t y a n d s e c u r i t y a r e 
v e r y e s s e n t i a l w h e t h e r i t b e i n 
t h e w o r k p l a c e o r w h e r e v e r . 

I w o u l d l i k e t o finish b y t h a n k ­
i n g a l l c o n c e r n e d fo r t h e i r h e l p 
a n d t h e i r t i m e i n t h i s m a s s i v e 
o p e r a t i o n w h i c h w a s m o u n t e d 
o n t h e H u n t f a r m o n t h e 3 r d o f 
J a n u a r y 1 9 9 7 . G o d B l e s s y o u a l l 
a n d I k n o w I w i l l n e v e r f o r g e t t h e 
e v e n t u n t i l t h e d a y t h a t I d i e . I 
k n o w t h a t a c a t i s s u p p o s e d t o 
h a v e n i n e l i v e s , h o w m a n y a c o w 
i s s u p p o s e d t o h a v e , I d o n ' t 
k n o w . O n e t h i n g , h o w e v e r , I a m 
s u r e o f i s t h a t " P o l l y " h a s 
d e f i n i t e l y u s e d o n e o f h e r s . 



'àcrazine '97 

T h a t W a s T h e n 
Sy Tom %eane 

(In the 1990 issue ofAnnagh, two extracts from a poem written fry Tom %eane were published, on page 47. 
Here we present another extract from this epic work\) 

We used to cut turf In Killinaugher Bog 
And hear the wild curlew calling 
Then make our way home contented but tired 
As the evening shadows were falling 

Then the long lazy days bringing home the turf 
Up that well known dusty old road 
With our well loved horse ambling quietly along 
We sat quietly on top of each load 

In the Spring leading home one's tired ploughing team 
As night's shadows began to fall 
A drink and a feed and a quick rub down 
Then a good night's rest for all 

The work-horse has gone from our fields and our roads 
To me that's a thousand pities 
Thank God they aren't fully lost to u s yet 
There's quite a few left in our cities 

How peaceful to stand on the little stone bridge 
And watch the clear waters run free 
Rippling gaily along over pebble and sand 
On its long winding route to the sea 

That bright little stream flowing merrily along 
Made music all of its own 
A sound that when part of your formative years 
Stays with you wherever you roam 

In the late twenties they steam-rolled the road 
A job that was very well done 
Small s tones for soling nine-pence a load 
Stones for crushing two shillings a ton 

Work and money were pretty scarce at the time 
And for those who did get the start 
A man with a shovel four and tuppence a day 
Eight bob for a man. horse and cart 

Candles and lamps were the lights that we had 
Which didn't make it easy to see 
In the late twenties that began to improve 
With the forming of the good E.S.B. 

The economic war In the thirties 
Brought lots of hardship all round 
I saw a man driving from Ballinlough fair 
Ten cows that were bought for a pound 

The pint It cost nine pence and money was scarce 
And the glass was a little too small 
So the medium at sixpence came nicely between 
So it was the favourite of all 

The closing time law was mostly Ignored 
And was never enforced to the letter 
So a drink in the kitchen when the pub doors were shut 
Seemed to taste that little bit better 

A drink on a Sunday In Frank CosteUoe's kitchen 
Sometimes the sow rambled in 
A sniff and a grunt and a swish of her tall 
Then out she'd ramble again 

Tom Keane, formerly of Kitaboe, now living 
in Dublin. 

In the war years lots of things were very scarce 
Petrol and tea were like gold 
For heating and cooking just timber and turf 
Yet none died from hunger or cold 

The crossroads dance is a thing of the past 
They were dying out even then 
Indeed some goodie goodies were heard to say 
They were just an occasion of s in 

Some zealous priests with their walking sticks 
Drove courting couples apart with a shock 
Now they're trying to drive them together 
Through the famed Marriage Bureau at Knock 

Then there was a great caper they called it a Ball 
The enjoyment would beggar description 
The old kitchen door was wide open to all 
So long as they'd paid their subscription 

The musicians got a collection 
The flag floor swept clean with a broom 
Lashings of Guinness and bottles of wine 
And currant cake and tea in the room 

The jig and the reel and the old half set 
Were the favourite dances then 
But the hobnallers timing it out on the flags 
Will never be heard again 

A bashful lad made bold by the booze 
Might suddenly start to sing 
With his cap pulled well down over his eyes 
He'd make the old rafters ring 
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Depending a lot on what drink he had 
The song could go on and on 
Spurred on all the time by the happy throng 
With shouts of "Good on you, John" 

The flag floor gave way to concrete 
The concrete's much safer today 
Twas danced on for years with hobnail and clog 
But the trowel marks would not go away 

Set dancing I hear is on its way back 
To let it die would be a shame 
But without the sound of the hobnail and clog 
To us it won't sound the same 

We loved walking up the Friary Hill 
As the bell rang a muted warning 
What peace and tranquility we found there 
At six on a Christmas morning 

Two or three m a s s e s then out again 
With heartfelt greetings spoken 
Then ramble quietly back home once more 
Before the clear daylight had broken 

At the silent pictures in Conway's hall 
We spent many a wonderful hour 
Before the E.S.B. was hooked up to the town 
Johnnie Conway supplied the power 

The miss ions were held in the Summertime 
The preachers did their job very well 
They didn't give u s much hope of Heaven 
But sure gave u s a fear of Hell 

Before the piped water if your bucket ran dry 
As the best buckets would now and then 
If you didn't feel up to going to the well 
The town had its own Gunga Din 

What a joy to walk up the town's Main Street 
And see all the smiling faces 
As we wended our way to the green fields beyond 
To the grand old Tooraree Races 

The trick-of-the-loops would be there in force 
Each one with his voice at full throttle 
With a ball on a rope at a penny a kick 
And three shillings for knocking the bottle 

The bookies taking two bobs and half crowns 
From punters with hearts full of hope 
And to keep a way clear for the horses to run 
John Prenty and his son with a rope 

Those slim legged horses how lovely they looked 
Some names I recall even now 
Shannon Breeze, Limerick Lace, Flighty Miss & Black Eagle 
And of course local hero, Bow Wow 

Bow Wow was a cert, for the Farmers' Race 
A big grey that nothing could stop 
But the nearest Bow Wow ever got to a plough 
Was outside Tommie Johnston's shop 

If I got the chance of my life to live over 
There's no place on earth that I'd rather be 
Just a lad with his Dad on that dusty old by-road 
That led to the Racecourse at old Tooraree 

That evening in town we roamed up and down 
With plenty of laughter and chaff 
Our darlin' Pat Killeen was sure to be there 
With music and his famed Yankee Laugh 

The Yankee Laugh seemed a bit overdone 
To u s in our far off youth 

When you listen to some of the soaps today 
You'll know he was close to the truth 

The Race Dance that night was a great turn out 
An affair that shouldn't be missed 
With one-steps and two-steps and old fashioned waltzes 
There was no word then of the Twist 

The rhythm and grace as they swept round the floor 
Gave even the wallflowers a treat 
Today they dance with their heads and their hands 
Back in those days they danced with their feet 

An all-night dance meant exactly that 
No one left Coogue Hall in a hurry 
We went in daylight and came home in daylight 
Loss of sleep was never a worry 

What energy those young dancers had 
Anything like them we won't see again 
Couples dancing away as the morning s u n 
Shone bright through the window pane 

And if in the course of the dancing 
A lad clicked with a girl that he'd like 
He left her home safe past the gander 
Sitting snug on the bar of the bike 

The old hall is still standing the dances long gone 
Along with the music and lights 
But what memories flood back of those wonderful times 
Especially on bright moonlit nights 

The day of the threshing there was plenty of help 
They came from every direction 
The paraffin engine kept humming away 
Doing its job to perfection 

With the noise, the dust and excitement 
It wasn't a good place for cats 
But that was never a worry for us 
Old Nip took care of the rats 

The women cooked bacon, cabbage and spuds 
With never a hard word or frown 
And you couldn't see who sat the other side of the table 
Til the big pile of spuds had gone down 

On the night of the fourteenth of August 
With never a thought for the clock 
We watched the barefoot pilgrims 
Walking the road to Knock 

The crack was always mighty 
Their voices rose and fell 
Until they walked into a patch of chlpplngs 
Which didn't seem to go down so well 

I'm afraid that we spread those chlpplngs then 
Which I suppose was a sin 
We hope the good Lord will forgive us 
But It seemed mighty funny then 

On the fifteenth the road was a busy place 
Cars passing from far and near 
Some stopping with squealing brakes lo pick up 
A pump that would disappear 

Looking back now with hindsight 
It wasn't a nice thl ig to do 
But some people o. I enough lo have sense 
Got a great kick out of It too 

We always had fish on one day a week 
And never a Friday would pass 
But the fish was delivered right to our door 
By John Martin King and his Ass 
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Ballyhaunis 
RUGBY CLUB 

The Eggler on Wednesday was part of our lives 
In the days we were born and bred 
They don't sell eggs to him any more 
They buy them off him Instead 

An enjoyable experience we had in those days 
That few young folk experience today 
Was the rain belting down on a galvanised roof 
As we courted there s n u g in the hay 

The time seemed to fly on nights such as these 
And could lead to some sharp little rows 
If the young pair forgot and were still there at ten 
When Pop came out to fodder the cows 

As the courting progressed the lad called to her house 
But no matter how wicked the weather 
At twelve with one hand Pop would throw out the cat 
And the daughter's boyfriend with the other 

Coming quietly in, in the early hours 
Making no more noise than a mouse 
I'd be sure to hear Robin's neigh from his stable 
And Nip's tail thump the floor of his house 

The back door could be always left open 
So long as old Nip was about 
If he knew you well he might let you In 
But no way were you going to get out 

In the wee small hours dead silence 
Reigned supreme over green field and bog 
In the distance one might hear that most lonely of s o u n d s 
The long drawn out wailing cry of a dog 

When God created those animals 
It was his best job of all 
The comfort they've brought to the lonely 
Those creatures so great and so small 

If I ever get to the Pearly Gates 
111 think it a wasted trip 
If I don't find waiting to welcome me there 
Bunty and Robin and Nip 

I know they are floating somewhere up there 
S u c h beautiful creatures don't die 
And someday God willing wel l ramble together 
Through those big green fields in the sky. 

Declan Warde & Cindy Warde with the Supreme 
Champion; Emma Brogan with the Reserve Champion, at 
the Annual Dog Show held in the Friary Grounds. 
Also included are: Janice Brogan, Darragh Brogan, The 
Judge Eamon Burke, Margaret Byrne. Aileen Nestor, and 
John Robinson. 

Sy (Eamon JuaCy 

Ov e r t h e p a s t t w e l v e m o n t h s t h e C l u b h a s c o n s o l ­
i d a t e d i t s p o s i t i o n f u r t h e r . I n a d d i t i o n t o u s 
p u t t i n g t h e f i n i s h i n g t o u c h e s t o t h e p l a y i n g 

p i t c h e s , w e h a v e a l s o m a d e s i g n i f i c a n t p r o g r e s s w i t h 
o u r d r e s s i n g r o o m s a d j a c e n t t o t h e p l a y i n g p i t c h e s . Al l 
t h i s w a s a c h i e v e d c o u r t e s y o f a F A S s c h e m e u n d e r t h e 
s u p e r v i s i o n o f P e t e r G a l l a g h e r . I t i s e x p e c t e d t h a t t h e 
final p h a s e o f t h e p r o j e c t w i l l b e c o m p l e t e d i n 1 9 9 8 . 
T h i s w i l l t h e n of fe r a s p i r i n g r u g b y p l a y e r s first c l a s s 
f ac i l i t i e s t o e n j o y t h e g a m e a t al l l e v e l s . 

T h e C l u b a t t r a c t s p l a y e r s for b o t h J u n i o r a n d u n d e r ­
a g e f r o m K i l t i m a g h , S w i n f o r d a n d K n o c k a n d w o u l d 
w e l c o m e a n y n e w a d d i t i o n s i n t e r e s t e d i n p l a y i n g . O u r 
J u n i o r t e a m c o m p e t e d i n b o t h t h e J u n i o r C u p a n d 
L e a g u e . W h i l e t h e r e i s n o s i l v e r w a r e t o d i s p l a y for t h e i r 
e n d e a v o u r s t h e s i g n s a r e , n e v e r t h e l e s s , e n c o u r a g i n g . 
T h e C l u b a l s o p a r t i c i p a t e d i n C o n n a u g h t U n d e r - 2 0 a n d 
U n d e r - 1 8 c o m p e t i t i o n s a n d c o n t i n u e s t o p u t a b i g e f for t 
i n t o l o o k i n g a f t e r U n d e r - 1 6 s , U n d e r - 1 4 s a n d U n d e r - 1 2 s . 
T h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for c o a c h i n g t h e s e u n d e r a g e t e a m s 
h a s , u p t o n o w , b e e n i n t h e h a n d s o f K e v i n H e n r y . 
S i n c e t h e s t a r t o f t h e c u r r e n t s e a s o n a v e r y w e l c o m e 
a d d i t i o n a s b o t h a p l a y e r a n d c o a c h h a s b e e n M a r t i n 
B y r n e , a K i l t i m a g h n a t i v e w h o h a s p l a y e d s e n i o r r u g b y 
w i t h b o t h B a l l i n a a n d M u l l i n g a r . B o t h h e a n d P e t e r 
G a l l a g h e r , w h o h a s m o s t e x p e r i e n c e a s a p l a y e r a n d a s 
a first c l a s s r e f e r e e , a r e u n d e r t a k i n g c o a c h i n g s e s s i o n s 
o n F r i d a y n i g h t s o n t h e n e w p i t c h . 

T h e J u n i o r t e a m t r a i n s o n W e d n e s d a y a n d F r i d a y 
n i g h t s a n d h a s a l r e a d y p u t a s t r i n g o f v i c t o r i e s t o g e t h e r 
i n c l u d i n g r e g a i n i n g t h e Dr. D e c l a n S h i e l d s M e m o r i a l 
T r o p h y w i t h a b i g w i n o v e r S l igo . B r e n d a n M o r r i s s e y 
w a s a p p o i n t e d c o a c h t o t h e J u n i o r t e a m a n d h a s p r o v e d 
a g r e a t m o t i v a t i n g fo rce for t h e t e a m a s a u n i t . 

FUNDRAISING 
T h e C l u b ' s b e s t s o u r c e o f f u n d r a i s i n g i s t h e h i g h l y 

s u c c e s s f u l B i n g o s e s s i o n s h e l d i n J u l i a n ' s , M i d f i e l d , 
e v e r y T h u r s d a y n i g h t . In a d d i t i o n , t h e C l u b r u n s a 
L o t t o e a c h w e e k . E n v e l o p e s for t h i s d r a w a r e a v a i l a b l e 
in m a n y o f t h e b a r s i n t h e t o w n . T h a n k s t o t h e d e d i c a ­
t i o n o f t h e B i n g o C o m m i t t e e , t h e C l u b h a s m a n a g e d to 
k e e p finances in r e a s o n a b l y g o o d s h a p e a t a t i m e w h e n 
l o t s o f S p o r t s C l u b s a r e s t r u g g l i n g t o s t a y a f l oa t . 

M e m b e r s h i p for t h i s s e a s o n i s a m o d e s t £ 1 5 , w h i c h 
c a n b e p a i d t o B e r n i e J e n n i n g s , C l u b T r e a s u r e r . 

OFFICERS P r e s i d e n t : D a v i d W a l s h ; T r e a s u r e r : 
B e r n i e J e n n i n g s ; S e c r e t a r y : E a m o n n H e a l y ; P.R.O.: 
R u a d h r i C a u l f i e l d ; C l u b C a p t a i n : P a t G a l l a g h e r ; J u n i o r 
T e a m C o a c h : B r e n d a n M o r r i s s e y ; U n d e r a g e C o a c h e s : 
P e t e r G a l l a g h e r , M a r t i n B y r n e a n d K e v i n H e n r y ; B r a n c h 
D e l e g a t e s : H u g h C u r l e y a n d K e v i n H e n r y . 
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St. Vincent De Paul 
Society 

Fr i d a y 2 2 n d A u g u s t 1997 
w a s a v e r y spec ia l d a y for 
t h e Soc ie ty of St. V i n c e n t 

De P a u l . O n t h a t d a y o u r 
founder, F r e d e r i c k O z a n a m , w a s 
beat i f ied i n Pa r i s b y Pope J o h n 
Paul II. F r e d e r i c k O z a n a m w a s a 
t w e n t y y e a r o ld U n i v e r s i t y s tu­
den t i n Pa r i s i n 1833 w h e n h e 
founded o u r S o c i e t y to p r o v e t h a t 
Chr i s t i an i ty w a s n o t "all talk." 
F r o m s m a l l b e g i n n i n g s t h e 
Society h a s n o w s p r e a d to ove r 
130 c o u n t r i e s . 

H o w e v e r , 1997 w a s a lso a sad 
yea r for o u r loca l c o n f e r e n c e . 

by Matt O'&wyer 

Noel Waldron, a m e m b e r for fifty 
years , d ied in September . Noel, a 
m a n of d e e p c o m p a s s i o n a n d 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g wil l b e g r e a t l y 
m i s s e d b y all of us . We e x t e n d 
o u r s incere s y m p a t h y to Noel 's 
wife Mary a n d to h i s family. 

M e a n w h i l e o u r n o r m a l work 
goes on, in part icular , h e l p i n g 
p e o p l e w h o , for o n e r eason or 
a n o t h e r , h a v e fal len o n h a r d 
t imes . We h a v e n o w placed a 
r e q u e s t box in t he Parish Church : 
o n t h e wall at t he top left n e a r 

O u r Lady 's Shr ine . If you , o r 
a n y b o d y y o u know, h a s a finan­
cial p r o b l e m , p lease d r o p a n a m e 
or con tac t n u m b e r in t he box a n d 
y o u will b e con tac t ed in str ict 
conf idence . 

We m e e t a t 9 p . m . o n 
W e d n e s d a y n igh t s in t he Sacr is ty 
of t he Parish C h u r c h . We wel­
c o m e n e w m e m b e r s . We t h a n k 
all w h o s u p p o r t u s in o u r work, 
especia l ly t h e m e m b e r s of t h e 
J u n i o r Confe rence . 

January 1968. Knock road with St. Patrick's College on the right and Prenty% old house 
on the left in the distance. Courtesy Tom Butler. U S A 
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Ballyhaunis Soccer 
Club 

Th e B a l l y h a u n i s S o c c e r 
C l u b U n d e r - 1 0 t e a m w o n 
t h e M a y o L e a g u e B l i t z 

l a s t J u l y a t M i l e B u s h P a r k , 
C a s t l e b a r . T h e y g a v e a g r e a t d i s ­
p l a y o f f o o t b a l l d r a w i n g t h e i r 
f i r s t g a m e a g a i n s t C a s t l e b a r 
C e l t i c a n d w i n n i n g a l l t h e i r o t h e r 
m a t c h e s o n t h e s c o r e l i n e s of: 3 -
2 a g a i n s t B a l l y g l a s s , 5-0 a g a i n s t 
B o w y e r H i b s , 1-0 a g a i n s t E r r i s , 1-
0 a g a i n s t K i l l a l a a n d 2 -0 a g a i n s t 
M a n u l l a . E i l i s h N e v i n w a s 
a w a r d e d t h e b e s t d e f e n d e r o f t h e 
t o u r n a m e n t . 

6y<Pat O'Connor 

T h e U n d e r - 1 4 G i r l s t e a m w o n 
t h e B l a c k f o r t M a c h i n e r y L e a g u e 
f o r 1 9 9 7 d r a w i n g t h e i r first 
m a t c h a g a i n s t S t r a i d e a n d 
F o x f o r d a n d w i n n i n g a l l t h e i r 
o t h e r m a t c h e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
s u m m e r . T h e y h a v e a l s o w o n 
t h e i r w a y t h r o u g h t o t h e M a y o 
C u p F i n a l . T h i s w a s a n e x c e l l e n t 
p a n e l o f p l a y e r s a s f o l l o w s : E d e l 
K i l c o u r s e , M a r i a C o y n e , T a r a a n d 
E i l i s h N e v i n , L i s a O ' D o w d , A v r i l 
R o b i n s o n , K a r e n L i l l y , O r l a 
C a s b y , S e l i n a T r a v e r s , L o u i s e 
B y r n e , S a r a h O ' C o n n o r , C l a i r e 
S w o r d s , J e n n i f e r E g a n , J e a n i n e 
a n d C l a i r e G a l l a g h e r , C i a r a 
B u c k l e y , S a r a h P r e n t y , C a r o l i n e 
R e g a n a n d L a u r a M u r p h y . 

P a u l F i n n a n d A d r i a n C r e g g 
p l a y e d o n t h e C o n n a c h t S c h o o l s 
U n d e r - 1 8 T e a m t h a t w o n t h e 
I n t e r P r o v i n c i a l s f o r o n l y t h e s e c ­
o n d t i m e . P a u l F i n n c a p t a i n e d 
t h e t e a m . P a u l F i n n i s a l s o c u r ­
r e n t l y c a p t a i n i n g t h e M a y o 
U n d e r - 1 8 L e a g u e T e a m . 

Soccer Club U-10 Team: Back, L - R: Nathan Murphy (Manager), Killian McDonagh, 
Thomas Finnegan, Eilish Nevin, Barry Nolan, Brendan Gallagher, Micheal Murphy. 
Front: Noel Hannon, David Healy, Jarlath Mellett, Vincent Walsh, John C. Halpin. 

The St. Joseph's N.S. 6-a-side team, who were beaten on penalties in the Mayo 
Snickers 6-a-side final. L to R: Mrs. Cosgrove (teacher), Sarah O'Connor, Ciara 
McDonagh, Samantha Gildea, Eilish Nevin, Karen Lilly, Claire Gallagher, Edel 
Kilcourse, Edel Moroney. 

Community Games U-12 Soccer team who were beaten on penalties in the Mayo final last 
summer. Back L to R: Deirdre O'Connor (coach); Maire O'Dwyer, Aileen Burke, Bernadette 
McGowan, Sinead Mulrennan. Edel Kilcourse, Eilish Nevin, Maeve Lynskey, Sarah 
U Connor, Leanne Murphy, Cindy Ward. Front: Karen Higgins, Catherine Nestor, Venetta 
Powers, Joanne Hoban, Lisa Webb, Claire Prenty, Brenda Kilcourse, Myra Kilbane. 
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Contributors 
Some of our readers may not be familiar with all of our contributors, 

so the following brief biographical notes may be of interest. 

Sr. A s s u m p t a ( F l a n n e r y ) i s a 
n a t i v e o f Ki lke l ly a n d is a l o n g 
e s t a b l i s h e d m e m b e r o f t h e S i s t e r s 
of M e r c y c o m m u n i t y in 
B a l l y h a u n i s . 

T b n y B o y l e l i v e s a t p r e s e n t in 
R i v e r s i d e , G a l w a y . A f o r m e r 
m e m b e r o f t h e b a r s t a f f i n 
G a l l a g h e r ' s , M a i n St., h e h a s b e e n 
a r e g u l a r c o n t r i b u t o r t o A n n a g h 
M a g a z i n e for m a n y y e a r s . 

B r i d i e B r e n n a n . A n a t i v e of 
C l a r e m o r r i s , B r i d i e is m a r r i e d to 
P a d d y B r e n n a n , e x - p o s t m a s t e r . 

K a y B u c k l e y l i v e s i n K n o c k Road 
w i t h h e r h u s b a n d T a d h g (a n a t i v e 
of C o . C o r k ) a n d f a m i l y . S h e is 
d a u g h t e r o f M i c h a e l a n d M r s . 
M c N a m a r a o f T u l l a g h a u n a n d 
U p p e r M a i n St. 

E a m o n B u r k e i s a n a t i v e o f C o u n t y 
R o s c o m m o n . H e l i v e s i n Dev l i s 
w i t h h i s wi fe B r e d a ( n e é T b o l a n ) 
a n d f ami ly . 

J o s e p h B u r k e c o m e s f r o m 
T U l l a g h a u n a n d is s o n o f J o e a n d 
M a r y B u r k e . H e c u r r e n t l y w o r k s 
w i t h a B l o o d s t o c k A g e n c y i n Cork . 

M i k e B y r n e l i v e s i n C l a r e St. w i t h 
h i s w i fe H e l e n a ( n e é B ie s ty ) a n d 
f a m i l y . T h e y r u n a h i g h l y 
a c c l a i m e d p u b l i c h o u s e . M i k e is 
t h e l o c a l c o r r e s p o n d e n t for t h e 
C o n n a u g h t T e l e g r a p h . 

M a r i e C a m p b e l l is P r i n c i p a l o f St. 
J o s e p h ' s P r i m a r y S c h o o l . S h e is 
d a u g h t e r o f Bill a n d t h e l a t e Mrs . 
C a m p b e l l of D e v l i s . 

T b m m y C a u l f i e l d is a S e c o n d a r y 
T e a c h e r in H o s p i t a l , C o . L i m e r i c k . 
H e is s o n o f K a t h l e e n a n d t h e l a t e 
V i n c e n t Cau l f i e ld , U p p e r M a i n St. 

Fr . M i c h a e l C o l l e n d e r O . S . A . is 
c u r r e n t P r i o r of St. M a r y ' s 
A u g u s t i n i a n Fr ia ry , B a l l y h a u n i s . 
H e is a n a t i v e of D u n g a r v a n , 
Co . Waterford. 

M i c h a e l C o m m i n s f rom 
Barnacar ro l l , C l a r e m o r r i s is a jou r ­
na l i s t a n d b r o a d c a s t e r of no t e . H e 
c u r r e n t l y w o r k s w i t h t h e Wes te rn 
Peop le a n d Midwes t Radio. 

M a r t i n C o n n e r y is a n a t i v e of 
L i m e r i c k . H e l ives i n Bohogue 
w i t h h i s wi fe L e o n i e ( n e é 
F i n n e g a n ) . 

FT. J o s e p h C o o n e y , P.P. A na t i ve of 
C r o s s b o y n e , Fr. C o o n e y w a s prev i ­
o u s l y Admin i s t r a to r of T u a m a n d 
h e c a m e to Ba l lyhaun i s in 1993 
w h e n h e s u c c e e d e d C a n o n 
Cos te l lo a s Pa r sh Pr ies t . 

J o h n F. C o r r is a s t u d e n t i n t h e 
D e p a r t m e n t o f Geograph i ca l a n d 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l Sc ience , Un ive r s i ty 
of Hudde r s f i e ld . 

W i l l i e C o s t e l l o is a n a t i v e of 
G a r r y e d m o n d , C l a r e m o r r i s a n d 
n o w l ives in Salthil l , Ga lway . H e 
h a s r e c e n t l y p u b l i s h e d h i s m e m ­
oi r s en t i t l ed "A C o n n a u g h t M a n ' s 
Ramble ." 

J i m C r i b b i n r e s ides in J o h n s t o w n . 
H e h a s b e e n a r egu l a r c o n t r i b u t o r 
to A n n a g h s ince i ts i n c e p t i o n in 
1978, a n d to its p r e d e c e s s o r t h e 
Pa r i sh N e w s l e t t e r in t h e e a r l y sev­
e n t i e s . 

M a r y D o n n e l l y is d a u g h t e r of t h e 
la te Brod a n d Peg ( n e é Lyons ) 
Boyle of Bal l inphui l l . She l ives in 
Bal l inphui l l w i t h h e r h u s b a n d J i m 
a n d family. 

M a r t i n E a g n e y c a m e f r o m 
C o o l n a h a w h e r e h i s n e p h e w 
T b m m y l ives at p r e s e n t . A t a l en t ­
e d poe t , h i s w o r k s p r e s e n t e d h e r e 
re fe r to e v e n t s w h i c h o c c u r r e d i n 
h i s h o m e local i ty of A n n a g h , a b o u t 
100 y e a r s ago . 

N u a l a F i t z g e r a l d is a Bank Official. 
S h e is d a u g h t e r of M a r y ( n e é 
G r e e n e ) a n d t h e l a t e D e s m o n d 
Fi tzgera ld , Bridge St. 

L i s a n n e F i t z g e r a l d - B r u c h m a n n is 
d a u g h t e r of E d d i e a n d M a r i e 
F i tzgera ld of U p p e r M a i n St. S h e 
l ives i n F r a n c e w i t h h e r h u s b a n d 
a n d family . 

J o e F i t z m a u r i e e l ives in S p a d d a g h . 
H e w o r k e d for m a n y y e a r s i n 
B a l l y h a u n i s T e l e p h o n e e x c h a n g e . 

M a r t i n F o r d e is a n a t i v e of I s l and 
a n d is a farmer . As wel l a s b e i n g a 
t a l e n t e d actor, h e h a s p r o d u c e d a 
n u m b e r of p lays , s o m e of w h i c h 
h a v e b e e n b r o a d c a s t o n MWR fm. 

I n a F r e y n e is m a r r i e d to S e a n 
F r e y n e a n d t h e y l ive in C la re St. 
She is P.R.O. for B a l l y h a u n i s Golf 
Club . 

S i n e a d F r e y n e is d a u g h t e r of S e a n 
a n d Ina F r e y n e . She w o r k s w i t h 
MWR fm a n d also c o n t r i b u t e s a 
w e e k l y c o l u m e to t h e W e s t e r n 
Peop le . 

V e r o n i c a F r e y n e l ives in C l a r e St 
S h e is c lose ly i nvo lved w i t h t h e 
I.C.A. at Na t iona l l eve l . 

Ailcen Gallagher is d a u g h t e r o f 
B e r n a r d a n d J e a n G a l l a g h e r , 
Knock road . 

J e a n G a l l a g h e r . F o r m e r l y F i n n , 
J e a n is a n a t i v e of C l o o n t u m p e r 
S h e is m a r r i e d to B e r n a r d 
Gal lagher . 
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M i c h a e l G o d f r e y . A n a t i v e o f 
T U l l a g h a u n , M i c h a e l n o w r e s i d e s 
i n B a l l i n l o u g h , C o . R o s c o m m o n . 
H e is a g i f t ed p o e t a n d s o n g - w r i t e r . 

M a u r a G r i f f i n t a u g h t for m a n y 
y e a r s i n t h e C o n v e n t of M e r c y a n d 
i n t h e C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l . S h e is a 
n a t i v e o f C o u n t y L o n g f o r d . 

E a m o n H e a l y l i v e s i n D o c t o r s Road 
w i t h h i s w i f e H e l e n a n d fami ly . 
H e is a n a t i v e o f H o l y w e l l . 

A g n e s H e a n e y ( n e é M u l l a r k e y ) i s a 
n a t i v e o f Barga r r i f f w h e r e s h e l i v e s 
a t p r e s e n t . H e r h u s b a n d P a d r a i c is 
a n a t i v e o f G a r r y m o r e . 

A n n a a n d K e v i n H e n r y . Kev in is 
s o n o f M i l o a n d P e g g y H e n r y , 
U p p e r M a i n St. H i s wi fe A n n a 
( n e é G i l l e s p i e ) is a n a t i v e o f 
K i l l a l a . B o t h a r e i n v o l v e d i n 
D r a m a t i c a n d M u s i c a l S o c i e t i e s i n 
B a l l y h a u n i s . 

A g a t h a H i g g i n s . D a u g h t e r o f 
S e a m u s a n d Mrs . C l a r k e of Dev l i s , 
A g a t h a i s m a r r i e d t o V i n c e n t 
H i g g i n s , a n a t i v e o f I r i s h t o w n . 
T h e y l i ve i n K n o e k b r a c k . 

C i a n H i g g i n s , a g e d t w e l v e , i s a s tu ­
d e n t i n St. M a r y ' s P r i m a r y School . 
H e is s o n o f Pa t a n d Sa l ly H igg ins , 
D e v l i s . 

P a t H i g g i n s . A C o u n t y C o u n c i l l o r 
a n d S e c o n d a r y T e a c h e r , Pa t l ives in 
D e v l i s w i t h h i s wi fe Sa l ly a n d fam­
i ly . H e i s s o n o f M a r y ( n e é 
J o r d a n ) a n d t h e l a t e J o h n n y 
H i g g i n s . 

M u r t H u n t is a r e g u l a r a n d p o p u l a r 
c o n t r i b u t o r to A n n a g h M a g a z i n e . 
H e , a n d h i s l a t e wife A n n e , o r g a n ­
i s e d s e v e r a l p a r i s h p i l g r i m a g e s to 
L o u r d e s . 

N o r e e n H y s l o p is d a u g h t e r of t h e 
l a t e R o g e r a n d B r i d g e t ( n e é 
M e l v i n ) H e a l y o f B a l l i n d r e h i d . 
S h e l i ve s i n Afr ica . 

L u c i e K a v a n a g h l i ve s in S ta t ion 
Rise a n d is d a u g h t e r o f Noe l a n d 
M r s . K a v a n a g h . S h e h a s w o n 
s e v e r a l p r e s t i g i o u s a w a r d s for h e r 
w r i t i n g s . 

T o m K c a n c w a s b o r n a n d r e a r e d in 
Ki l t aboe w h e r e h i s b r o t h e r Mick 
still l ives . A n o t h e r b r o t h e r , Pat, 
w a s a s h o e m a k e r in L o w e r M a i n 
St. T b m l i v e s in D u b l i n . 

A d r i a n K e n n y c o m e s from D u b l i n . 
H i s f a t h e r w a s a n a t i v e of Kilgarriff 
i n t h e p a r i s h of Knock . H i s a u n t 
Sal ly K e n n y l ived i n A b b e y q u a r t e r . 
A u t h o r of s e v e r a l b o o k s h e h a s a l so 
t r a n s l a t e d t h e s o n g s a n d a d v e n ­
t u r e s o f T b m á s Ó C a i s i d e ( A n 
C a i s i d e a c h B a n ) . 

J o e K e n n y is a n a t i v e of Knox St. A 
t e a c h e r i n T u U a m o r e , C o . Offaly, 
h e h a s w r i t t e n s e v e r a l p l ays , s o m e 
of w h i c h h a v e b e e n b r o a d c a s t b y 
RTÉ. 

M a r i e L o u i s e L e g g is H o n o r a r y 
T e a c h i n g Fellow, D e p a r t m e n t of 
H i s t o r y , B i r k b e c k Col lege , L o n d o n 
U n i v e r s i t y . 

J i m L u n d o n is a n a t i v e of Dingle , 
Co . K e r r y . H e is P r i n c i p a l of St. 
M a r y ' s P r i m a r y S c h o o l , 
B a l l y h a u n i s . 

D e c l a n L y o n s is a n a t i v e of D ev l i s 
a n d c u r r e n t l y r e s i d e s i n 
M a n c h e s t e r . H e is b r o t h e r of Billy 
L y o n s w h o l ives i n C a r r o w n e d a n , 
A g h a m o r e . 

L i a m L y o n s , a g e d 12 is a s t u d e n t i n 
St. M a r y ' s P r i m a r y School . H e is 
s o n of Billy a n d J u s t i n a Lyons , 
U p p e r M a i n S t ree t . 

H e l e n M e e h a n from C u r r i e s is a 
m e m b e r o f t h e s ec r e t a r i a l staff of 
D i l l o n - L e e t c h Solici tors . 

Dr . P e t e r M c H u g h , D e p a r t m e n t of 
M e c h a n i c a l E n g i n e e r i n g , 
U n i v e r s i t y Col lege , G a l w a y . H e is 
s o n of Mrs . Tess a n d t h e l a t e Edd ie 
M c H u g h , M a i n St. 

E u g e n e M o r l e y . A n a t i v e of 
C a r r o w k e e l , h e is a loca l p o s t m a n . 

S e a m u s M u l r e n n a n l i ve s i n 
G u r t e e n w i t h h i s wife M a r y ( n e é 
W a l d r o n ) a n d f a m i l y . H e i s 
D i r e c t o r of J a m e s M u l r e n n a n a n d 
S o n s Ltd. 

E a m o n M u r r e n is a S e c o n d a r y 
T e a c h e r in St. G e r a l d ' s Col lege , 
Cas t l ebar . H e h a s b e e n a r e g u l a r 
c o n t r i b i t o r to A n n a g h for m a n y 
y e a r s n o w . 

B i l l N a u g h t o n ( R . I . P ) Born i n 
B a l l y h a u n i s , Bill a n d h i s fami ly 
m o v e d to Bolton, E n g l a n d , in h i s 
c h i l d h o o d . H e h a s b e c o m e recog­
n i s e d a s o n e of t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t 
f igures in Eng l i sh l i t e r a t u r e . 
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H e a t h e r N o o n e is d a u g h t e r of Dr. 
P a t r i c k a n d M o i r a N o o n e , 
A r d p a t r i c k , H a z e l h i l l a n d is a n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y r e n o w n e d D a n c e r . 

P a t O ' C o n n o r l i v e s i n H a z e l h i l l 
w i t h h i s w i fe P a t r i c i a a n d fami ly . 
H e is a n a t i v e o f C o u n t y M e a t h 

M a t t O ' D w y e r . A t e a c h e r i n 
B a l l y h a u n i s C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l , 
M a t t l i v e s i n B a l l i n d r e h i d w i t h h i s 
wi fe G e r a l d i n e a n d f a m i l y . 

M a r g a r e t O w e n s l i v e s i n 
C l o o n b o o k e . S h e w o r k s i n t h e 
s e c r e t a r i a l d e p a r t m e n t o f W e s t e r n 
C h i c k e n s . 

J a m e s R e i d y c o m e s from I s l a n d . 
H e l i v e s i n D o c t o r s Road w i t h h i s 
wi fe a n d f a m i l y a n d i s S e c r e t a r y of 
B a l l y h a u n i s G.A.A. C l u b . 

A n n a R o c h e - Q u i n n . F o r m e r l y of 
U p p e r M a i n St., h e r father , J o h n 
Roche , w a s a T e l l e r i n t h e N a t i o n a l 
Bank , B a l l y h a u n i s . 

W i l l i e R y a n . A d i r e c t o r of t h e 
R y a n ' s S u p e r m a r k e t g r o u p , Wil l ie 
is s o n o f P a d d y a n d J o s i e ( n e é 
Ca r ro l l ) R y a n . H e is a l so Gae l i c 
G a m e s C o m m e n t a t o r a t M W R a n d 
N W R fm. 

M a r y S m y t h . A n a t i v e o f 
C l a r e m o r r i s , M a r y is a t a l e n t e d 
a n d w e l l k n o w n f a s h i o n d e s i g n e r . 
S h e is S e c r e t a r y o f t h e B a l l y h a u n i s 
C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e . 

M i c h e a l S m y t h . A m e m b e r of a n 
o ld B a l l y h a u n i s f ami ly , M i c h e a l 
t a u g h t i n t h e V o c a t i o n a l Schoo l 
a n d t h e C o m m u n i t y . Schoo l u n t i l 
h i s r e t i r e m e n t s o m e y e a r s ago . 

A i s l i n g T h a i is a n a t i v e o f Sligo. S h e 
t e a c h e s i n St . M a r y ' s P r i m a r y 
Schoo l . 

J o h n T u o h y l i v e s i n C r o s s b e g , 
T b o r e e n . H e h a s b e e n c l o s e l y 
i n v o l v e d w i t h B a l l y h a u n i s a n d 
D i s t r i c t C r e d i t U n i o n s i n c e i t s 
i n c e p t i o n . 

P a u l W a l d r o n , a n a t i v e of Cave , is 
s o n o f V a l e n t i n e a n d O l i v e 
Wa ld ron . H e h a s b e e n e d i t o r of 
t h e A n n a g h M a g a z i n e for t h e p a s t 
t h r e e y e a r s . 



Katherine Tarpey, Xiltimagh and Jimmy Mary Flanagan, Loughglynn and John (Ryan, 

(Pauline Morley, Kilmannin, (Ballyhaunis and Qer (Doherty, Annagh and Angela (Prendergast, 
ger 'Walsh, Sandymount, (Dublin, married in St. (Ballindine, married in (BaCCindine 

Mary's Abbey, (BaUyhaunis. Church. 

St? /OS 



(Bridie O'Qara, (Ballyglass, (Ballyhaunis and Liam 
O'Connor, (Birmingham, who were married in 

granlahan Church. 

Michelle Titzmaurice, 'Forthilland<Rpnan (Rgidy, 
Claremorris, married in St. (Patricia's Church, 

(Ballyhaunis. 

<Rp66ie Jierr, 1\noj(St. andMona 'Egan, 
%nock]brack\ married in the 

augustinian Ji66ey, (Badyhaunis. 

'Ray Sloyan, (Brackloon and (Bernie (Burke, 
(Ballyglunin, married in St. Colman's Church, 

Corofin, Co. galway. 

(Bernadette "Hunt, Lecarrow, (Badyhaunis and (Barry 
(Dempsey, Turks Island, Caicos Islands, married at 

the Church of St. John, TQiocknacarra, galway. 

Aidan Matthews, (Dublin and 'Mary "Henry, 
gurteen, (Ballyhaunis, married in St. (Patricks 

Church, (Ballyhaunis. 
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Majella Waldron, Carrowkeel, (Ballyhaunis and (Padraic Walsh, Johnstown and(Regina SpilCane, 
Seamus Coffey, Tullaghane, (Ballyhaunis who were Cora married; at St. MichaeCs Church, 

married in St. (Patrick s Church, A^)f, mr c c ^ c 
(Ballyhaunu. Cì^ì/ (Btdckjoci Cork\ 

Teresa Coggins, jAltore, (Ballinlough and (Fergus Sean Cribbin, Xnocrlbrack^and Sally-jAnn White, 
(Boyle, Crossmolina, married in St. John the Waterford in St. Joseph e£ St (Benildus Church, 

(Baptist Church, %nock\ C^D^iJ Waterford. 

(Patricia Waldron, Island and John Moran, 
(Belcarra, married in (Belcarra 

Church. 

Vincent McNamara, Vpper Main St. and Sharon 
'Naughton, (Rgscommon, married in (Balfyforan 

(Parish Church. 
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Val(Byrne, Jnr., formerly of Main Street, (Ballyhaunis 
andSamantha Moore, Las Vegas, married in 

St. Thomas More Church, Henderson, Nevada. 

Tony 'Waldron, Cave and (Patricia Tadian, Achill, 
married in St. Joseph's Church, 

(Bunnacurry, Achill 

Xieran Cunnane, Carrowkeel and~<Kita Tlynn, 
(Ballinlough, married in (Ballinlough 

Church. 

Tom Meehan, Annagh andAnne-Marie Moran, 
Carrowneden, who were married in 

St. Joseph's Church, Aghamore. 
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Annagh would like to thank all its patrons, past and present. 
(Prefix for ail phone numbers 0907, unless otherwise stated) 

A b b e y E l e c t r i c a l , A b b e y S t r e e t 3 1 0 9 2 
A . I . B . B a n k , B r i d g e S t r e e t 3 0 4 6 4 / 3 0 7 2 6 
A l b e r t o ' s Bar , R e s t a u r a n t , C a r v e r y , L u n c h D a i l y F a x . (091") 7 5 6 6 7 8 ; P h . 3 0 4 4 3 
A l m a ' s L a d i e s ' a n d G e n t ' s H a i r d r e s s i n g S a l o n , C l a r e S t r e e t 3 0 3 5 4 
A n n a g h V i e w G u e s t h o u s e ("prop. D o l o r e s H a l p i n M u r p h y " ) , R o o m s e n - s u i t e 3 1 0 0 0 
A u t o C a r e , S p e c i a l i s t s i n C a r V a l e t i n g , B ' d e r r e e n R o a d , B a l l y h a u n i s 3 1 0 5 5 ; m o b i l e ( 0 8 7 ) 6 5 8 0 3 7 
A u g u s t i n i a n F a t h e r s ("Hon."), T h e A b b e y 3 0 0 3 1 
A v o n d a l e B & B, B & B a n d H o l i d a y H o m e s , C l a r e S t . ( P r o p . B r i d i e L e v i n s ) 3 0 3 4 5 
B a l l y h a u n i s A u t o C e n t r e , Q u a l i t y C a r s & T y r e s 3 0 5 7 3 , 3 0 6 7 7 
B a l l y h a u n i s T r a n s p o r t S e r v i c e ; t o / f r o m D u b l i n , M o n . / W e d . / F r i . (088") 5 4 9 0 7 7 , 3 0 4 7 7 
B a n k o f I r e l a n d , T h e S q u a r e 3 0 0 7 3 
B . P . H . , B a l l y h a u n i s P l a n t & T o o l H i r e , K n o x St. , for all your tool hire requi rements fax.(093") 3 8 5 5 9 ; T e l . 3 0 9 7 9 
B r e n n a n , M i c h a e l , H o u s e h o l d F u r t n i t u r e M a n u f a c t u r e r s , G u r t e e n 3 0 7 9 7 
B r i d g e C l u b , B a l l y h a u n i s 
B u r k e , D . H . , S u p e r m a r k e t , U p r . M a i n S t r e e t 3 0 4 8 2 
B u r k e , T o m , M . R . C . V . S . , A b b e y S t r e e t 3 0 2 2 5 
B y r n e , P a t r i c k , V i c t u a l l e r & G r o c e r , K n o x S t r e e t 3 0 2 8 3 
B y r n e ' s Bar , C l a r e S t r e e t 3 0 0 3 9 
C a m p b e l l ' s , A u c t i o n e e r s & I n s u r a n c e B r o k e r s , K n o x S t r e e t 3 0 0 8 2 
C a r e w e l l R e g i s t e r e d P r i v a t e N u r s i n g H o m e , K n o x S t . , B a l l y h a u n i s 3 0 8 3 3 
C a r n e y , E u g e n e , T h e G e m , N e w s a g e n c y , T o y s , J e w e l l e r y , G r o c e r y 3 0 8 4 0 
C a u l f i e l d ' s , G r o c e r y a n d N e w s a g e n t s , U p p e r M a i n S t . 3 0 6 3 7 
C e n t r a l H o t e l ("Props : J o h n a n d C a r m e l Vahey") 3 0 0 3 0 
C h a m b e r o f C o m m e r c e ( M a r y S m y t h , S e c r e t a r y " ) 
C h r i s t i n a ' s C u r t a i n C e n t r e , B a r r a c k St . , 3 0 4 4 1 
C h u r c h f i e l d H o u s e H o t e l , K n o c k ( 0 9 4 ) 8 8 2 8 1 / 8 8 5 5 6 
C l o c k T a v e r n , K n o x S t r e e t 3 0 3 4 4 
C o l l e r a n ' s P h a r m a c y , B r i d g e S t r e e t 3 0 0 2 8 
C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l ( B a l l y h a u n i s " ) , K n o c k R o a d 3 0 2 3 8 
C o n n a c h t S c a f f o l d i n g L t d . F a x : 3 0 3 3 6 ; T e l . 3 0 1 9 8 
C o n n a u g h t A r m s , K n o x S t . 
C o n n o l l y ' s K i t c h e n s , G a l w a y R d . , B a l l y h a u n i s 0 9 0 7 3 0 3 2 7 
C o o n e y , R e v . J o s e p h , P.P. ( H o n ) , P a r o c h i a l H o u s e 3 0 0 0 6 
C r e d i t U n i o n , B a l l y h a u n i s i< D i s t r i c t , M a i n S t r e e t 3 0 9 9 8 
C r e h a n ' s , M a r t i n , S u p p l y a n d F ix a l l C o n c r e t e P r o d u c t s 3 0 3 2 8 
C u n n i f f e C o n s t r u c t i o n C o m p a n y L t d . , T o o r e e n M o b i l e ( 0 8 8 ) 6 1 2 8 3 8 ; T e l . 4 9 0 3 5 
C u n n i n g h a m , P a d d o , L o n d i s F o o d m a r k e t , A b b e y S t r e e t 3 0 7 3 0 / 3 0 1 6 2 
C u r l e y ' s Bar , C l a r e S t r e e t 3 0 0 7 7 
C u r l e y ' s C h e m i s t s , M a i n S t r e e t 30110 
C u r l e y ' s J e w e l l e r y & C o s m e t i c s , B r i d g e S t r e e t 3 0 1 1 0 
C u r r a n ' s P u b , B r i d g e S t r e e t 3 0 3 5 7 
D a l y ' s E l e c t r i c a l , D o m e s t i c A p p l i a n c e s , B r i d g e S t r e e t 3 0 9 8 7 
D e l a n e y , P a d d y , S e l e c t B a r & L o u n g e , A b b e y S t r e e t 3 0 0 2 4 
D e l a n e y ' s L td . , H a r d w a r e , P a i n t , H o u s e h o l d , G i f t s , B r i d g e S t r e e t 3 0 2 9 6 
D e - L u x e C l e a n i n g ( V i n c e n t H i g g i n s } , C a r p e t s , U p h o l s t e r y , e t c . B a l l y h a u n i s 3 0 2 8 4 
D i l l o n ' s T r a v e l A g e n c y , F a n c y G o o d s , T h c S q u a r e 3 0 0 2 1 
D o h e r t y ' s B e t t i n g O f f i c e , M a i n S t r e e t 3 0 6 2 8 / 3 0 7 3 8 
D o l a n , E u g e n e , L o n g I s l a n d , N e w Y o r k , U . S . A . 
D o n n e l l a n ' s J o i n e r y , U n d e r t a k e r s , F u n e r a l H o m e 3 0 0 4 5 
D o n n e l l a n ' s S e r v i c e S t a t i o n , D e v l i s , H e a t i n g O i l a n d M o t o r D e i s e l 31151 
D u r k a n ' s , D r i n k s D i s t r i b u t o r s , D e v l i s F a x . 3 0 6 1 5 ; Ttel. 3 0 0 3 4 
E a g n e y I n s u r a n c e S e r v i c e s L t d . B r i d g e S t r e e t Fax . 3 0 7 9 5 , T e l . 3 0 7 9 3 3 0 7 9 4 
E l e c t r i c a l & P u m p S e r v i c e s L td . , B a l l y h a u n i s F a x . 3 0 7 6 1 ; T e l . 3 0 2 2 6 
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F i n n , T o m , F o o t w e a r S p e c i a l i s t s , B a l l y h a u n i s & K i l t i m a g h 3 0 1 4 1 

F i t z g e r a l d ' s G r o c e r y & C o n f e c t i o n e r y , B r i d g e S t r e e t . 

F i t z p a c k C a r t o n s L t d . , F o l d i n g C a r t o n s , L a m i n a t e d C a r t o n s , T o o r a r e e 3 0 8 0 8 / 3 0 3 0 9 / 3 0 8 1 1 / 3 1 1 2 0 

F l a n a g a n M o t o r s , N e w &• U s e d C a r s ; T o o r e e n , B a l l y h a u n i s 4 9 4 3 3 

F l o g a s ( I r e l a n d ) L t d . , B a l l y h a u n i s F a x . 3 0 0 4 0 ; T e l . 3 0 8 8 3 

F o r d e B r o s . ( A l u m . , P V C W i n d o w s & D o o r s ) , S t a t i o n R d . , B a l l i n l o u g h . 4 0 5 2 4 

F o r d e ' s L t d . , T h e H o u s e F o r A l l T h e F a m i l y , T h e S q u a r e 3 0 0 1 3 

F o r k a n ' s B & B, ( e n - s u i t e r o o m s - p r i v a t e p a r k i n g ) , K n o x S t r e e t 3 0 8 8 8 

F r e e l e y , D a v i d : C a b & M i n i B u s H i r e M o b i l e ( 0 8 7 ) 5 1 0 9 0 8 ; P h . 3 1 1 6 4 

F r e e l e y , D a v i d : B l a c k M e r c e d e s f o r W e d d i n g s , V.I .P. e t c . M o b i l e ( 0 8 7 ) 5 1 0 9 0 8 ; P h . 3 1 1 6 4 

F r e y n e , B e r n a r d , F r e y n e G a s S e r v i c e , H a z e l h i l l F a x . 3 0 0 4 0 ; T e l . 301.52 

F r e y n e ' s G a r a g e & F i l l i n g S t a t i o n , C l a r e S t r e e t 3 0 0 4 3 

G . A . A . C l u b ( C h a i r m a n : G e r r y L y o n s , K n o e k b r a c k ) 3 0 7 3 7 

G a l l a g h e r ' s B u i l d e r s ' P r o v i d e r s , F u r n i t u r e , M a i n S t r e e t a n d C l a r e R o a d 3 0 3 1 4 3 0 0 2 0 

G a r v e y - M o r a n , C , S c h o o l S u p p l i e s , K n o x S t r e e t 3 0 0 7 9 

G e r r y ' s B a r b e r S h o p , B a r r a c k S t r e e t 3 1 0 1 4 

G l y n n ( P a t ) , P h o t o g r a p h e r , D o c t o r ' s R o a d T e l : 3 0 0 2 6 / C a s t l e r e a 2 0 0 9 4 

G o d f r e y , M i c h a e l , B a l l i n l o u g h , C o . R o s c o m m o n 

G o l f C l u b , B a l l y h a u n i s , C o o l n a h a 3 0 0 1 4 

G r a b - A - B i t e , M a i n S t . , F o r a l l y o u r t a s t y s n a c k s 3 1 3 7 3 

G r i f f i n ( J o h n ) , O r t h o d o n t i s t , K n o c k R o a d 3 0 5 3 4 

G r i f f i n ( M i k e ) , T a x i S e r v i c e , C l a r e R o a d , D e v l i s 3 0 2 1 3 

G r o g a n ( A u s t i n ) & S o n s , C o n c r e t e P r o d u c t s , C a v e 3 0 0 7 2 

G u i n n e s s I r e l a n d G r o u p , A b b e y q u a r t e r , F a x . ( 0 9 0 7 ) 3 0 1 5 8 ; T e l . 3 0 1 3 0 / 3 0 1 5 8 

G u n C l u b , B a l l y h a u n i s & D i s t r i c t ( C h a i r m a n : E a m o n B u r k e ) 3 0 1 5 1 

H a l p i n ' s , B r e e g e a n d J o h n , F l o r a l O c c a s i o n s a n d C o f f e e D o c k , M a i n S t . 3 0 0 1 2 

H a r v e s t F r e s h , F r u i t , V e g . , M a i n S t r e e t 3 0 7 3 6 

H a z e l , T h e ; B a r / R e s t a u r a n t ; M a i n S t . , c o n t a c t M a r g a r e t / M i c h a e l 3 0 8 8 5 

H a z e l h i l l B e d & B r e a k f a s t ( P r o p . : M a r t i n a & M i c h a e l G a l l a g h e r ) 3 0 6 0 5 

H a z e l h i l l T i m b e r P r o d u c t s L t d . ( M i l o H e n r y ) , E u r o p a l l e t s F a x . 3 0 8 2 5 ; T e l . 3 0 0 9 4 
H e a l y ( J o e ) , R e g i s t e r e d B u i l d i n g C o n t r a c t o r , A n n a g h 3 0 4 8 1 

H e l e n ' s L a u n d e r e t t e , B a r r a c k S t r e e t 3 0 8 4 1 

H e r r ( F r e d ) , G r o c e r , K n o x S t r e e t . 

H i g g i n s ( J i m ) , T . D . , D e v l i s 3 0 0 5 2 
H i g g i n s ( P a t ) , M a y o C o . C o u n c i l , D e v l i s 3 0 0 5 2 
H i g g i n s O ' B r i e n , A u c t i o n e e r , E . B . S . A g e n t , M a i n S t r e e t 3 0 0 8 8 
H o m e F u r n i s h i n g s ( N o e l C u l k e e n ) , C o m p l e t e H o m e F u r n i s h e r s , A b b e y St . 3 0 6 0 7 

H o r s e S h o e I n n , A b b e y S t r e e t 3 0 1 7 8 
I r i s e s F l o r i s t s - I n t e r f l o r a , M a i n S t . 3 0 0 1 5 
I r i s h C o u n t r y M e a t s ( B a l l y h a u n i s ) , C l a r e R o a d F a x . 3 0 5 6 1 ; T e l . 3 0 5 5 5 
I r i s h R u n n e r , 1 6 5 S p e r r i n Road , D u b l i n 12 ( 0 1 ) 4 5 5 0 8 8 0 
I r o n i n g P a r l o u r , B a r r a c k St . , W a s h i n g , D r y i n g a n d I r o n i n g . \ * 

3 1 2 2 0 
J a c k i ' s H a i r S a l o n , B r i d g e S t r e e t 3 0 8 0 7 
J e n n i n g s ( B e r n a r d ) , K n o x S t r e e t . H 3 0 3 1 5 
J o h n s t o n ' s M a c h i n e r y , F a r m i n g C o m m u n i t y Specialist, K n o x S t . 3 0 0 1 9 
J o r d a n W i n d o w s , C l a r e S t r e e t 3 0 6 4 1 
J o y c e ( M a r t i n ) : Walking World I r e l a n d / S p o r t s Travel In te rna t iona l , 228 Harold's Cross Rd Dubl in 6 f O l i 4 9 2 2 7 1 8 
J o y c e ( M i c h a e l ) , 9 W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t W e s t , C o r k ( 0 2 1 ) 2 7 0 3 9 1 
K a y ' s S a l o n , K n o x S t r e e t 3 0 0 6 5 
K e a n e ' s K i t c h e n s L td . , K i t c h e n , B e d r o o m , F u r n i t u r e , C l a r e R o a d 3 0 0 3 8 
K e a n e ( J o e ) , M e r c h a n t T a i l o r , K n o x S t r e e t 3 0 7 5 1 
K e l l e h e r ' s , S p a r F o o d m a r k e t a n d V i d e o S h o p , M a i n S t r e e t 3 0 0 2 3 
K e l l y ( P a d r a i c ) , F u r n i t u r e M a n u f a c t u r e r , D r i m b a n e 3 0 0 8 9 
K e l l y ( R o s a l e e n ) , R . P . N . , M . S . R . I . , Kinesiology7Learning D i f f i c u l t i e s 3 0 0 2 2 
K e n n y , J o e , T u l l a m o r e , C o . O f f a l v 

L i l l y ( J o h n J . ) , P l a n t H i r e , J o h n s t o w n 3 0 3 5 2 
L i t t l e B r o o k H o u s e , B e d & B r e a k f a s t ( P r o p . : B r e d a B u r k e ) 3 0 1 5 1 
L o u g h r a n ( F . J . ) , M . V . B . , M . R . C . V . S . , U p p e r M a i n S t r e e t 3 0 0 1 7 
L y o n s ( J a m e s ) , P u b l i c a n , M a i n S t r e e t . 

L y o n s ( M i c h a e l ) , C o a c h & M i n i b u s H i r e , L e c a r r o w 
3 0 3 4 7 
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M c G a r r y ( G e r a r d & A s s o c i a t e s ' ) , D e v e l o p m e n t C o n s u l t a n t s , A r c h i t e c t s , E n g i n e e r s 3 0 1 7 0 

^Uhe Annagh cMatfazine Qfbecietp wishes all the compliments ef the season. 
Sap III 

M c G a r r y ' s , L a d i e s w e a r 3 0 0 8 4 
M c H u g h ( T e r e n c e ) , H i g h C l a s s V i c t u a l l e r , A b b e y S t r e e t 3 0 0 6 1 
M c N a m a r a C a r D i s m a n t l e r s , D u b l i n R o a d 3 0 4 3 9 
M a c S i u r t á i n , P u b l i c a n , M a i n S t r e e t 3 0 8 5 4 
M a d d e n ( G e r a l d ) , S n o o k e r T a b l e s , G u r t e e n 3 0 2 2 8 
M e e h a n M e m o r i a l s , A n n a g h 3 0 2 0 3 
M e r c y S i s t e r s ( H o n . ) , U p r . M a i n S t r e e t 3 0 1 0 8 
M o b i l e T r a c t o r R e p a i r s - o n c a l l D a y a n d N i g h t , R i n g : E a m o n n 3 0 3 8 6 
M o r a n B r o s . L t d . , B u i l d i n g / P u b l . W k s . C o n t r s . , T o o r a r e e . (Members 6-year Structural Guarantee Sch.) 3 0 1 4 6 / 3 0 7 2 5 
M o r a n ( D o n a l ) , T e l e v i s i o n S y s t e m s L t d . , K n o x S t . 3 0 5 6 9 
M o r a n ( D o n a l K. & S o n s ) , B u i l d i n g C o n t r a c t o r 3 0 0 7 9 
M o r a n ' s C o a c h e s & M i n i b u s H i r e , K n o c k R o a d F a x . / T e l . 3 0 3 4 6 
M o r a n ( T b m m i e ) , S w e e t s , I c e s , F a n c y G o o d s , F u e l M e r c h a n t s , M a i n St . 3 0 4 9 3 
M o r l e y ( P . J . ) , M . C . C , B e k a n ( 0 9 4 ) 8 0 2 1 7 
M o r l e y ( T o n y ) & S o n s , E x t e r i o r & I n t e r i o r D e c o r a t o r s , K n o x S t . 3 0 9 4 4 
M u l h e r n ( E d w a r d ) , B a r & T a x i S e r v i c e , C l a r e S t . 3 0 2 4 9 
M u l r e n n a n ( J a s . ) & S o n s L t d . , F i t t e d K i t c h e n s & B e d r o o m s S p e c i a l i s t s ( K e a n e ' s K i t c h e n C e n t r e ) 3 0 0 3 8 
M u n r o ( B r i a n ) & S o n s , I n s u r a n c e B r o k e r 3 0 3 4 3 
M u r p h y ' s A u t o S a l e s , S e r v i c e S t a t i o n a n d S h o p , D u b l i n R o a d 3 0 3 0 7 
M u r p h y _ ( E d d i e ) & S o n s , M e n s w e a r S p e c i a l i s t s , M a i n S t r e e t 3 0 6 5 1 
M . W . R . F . M . 9 6 . 1 , A b b e y S t r e e t . A d s : 3 0 5 5 3 / R e q u e s t s : 3 0 1 6 9 
N a u g h t o n , E r n a , K e m p i s , O r r i s d a l e R d . , B a l l a s a l l a , I s l e o f M a n 
N . C . F . L t d , M a r t a n d S t o r e s 3 0 1 6 6 
N e s t o r & C o . , A c c o u n t a n t s , U p p e r M a i n S t r e e t F a x . 3 0 2 9 4 ; T e l . 3 0 0 0 5 
N e s t o r ' s C o r n e r B a r 31011 
N e w s r o u n d ( P a t F r e e l e y ) , N e w s a g e n c y , T o y s , G i f t w a r e , C a r d s , M a i n S t r e e t 3 0 8 9 7 
N o l a n ' s E n g i n e e r i n g a n d M o b i l e W e l d i n g , T o g h e r 3 0 2 0 5 
N o l a n ' s P u b , K n o x St . 3 0 1 1 7 4 
O ' C o n n o r , J o h n , R o n o c o L t d . , D o c t o r ' s R o a d 3 0 0 3 7 
O ' G r a d y , R e v . J a m e s , C . C . ( H o n ) , U p p e r M a i n S t r e e t 3 0 0 9 5 
O a k B a r ( N i a l l D e l a n e y ) 3 0 0 9 9 
P a r o c h i a l H a l l , B i n g o 3 0 2 1 2 
P a t t e r s o n ( N o e l ) , M a i n S t r e e t F a x . 3 0 8 6 5 ; T e l . 3 0 1 1 3 
P h i l l i p s ( C h a r l i e ) & S o n s , S h o e s a n d D r a p e r s , M a i n S t r e e t 3 0 3 6 8 
P h i l l i p s ( E a m o n ) , H i g h C l a s s V i c t u a l l e r , M a i n S t r e e t 3 0 3 8 1 
P h i l l i p s ( P a d d y ) , P u b l i c a n 3 0 1 1 8 
R a t t i g a n ' s Bar , K n o x S t r e e t 3 0 1 5 7 
R o y a l B r e f f h i P u b , K n o x S t . 3 1 0 7 8 
R o c h f o r d M o t o r s , M a i n M i t s u b i s h i D e a l e r s , K n o c k R o a d F a x 3 0 5 7 0 ; T e l . 3 0 1 6 3 / 3 0 3 5 0 
R o m p l a s B a t h r o o m s , T b o r a r e e F a x . 3 0 7 3 3 ; P h . 3 0 8 5 0 / 3 0 8 6 0 
R u a n e (P . ) , R a d i o a n d T.V. D e a l e r / R e p a i r s , K n o x S t . 3 0 1 2 9 
R y a n ' s S u p e r - V a l u , M a i n S t . , F r e e p a r k i n g a t r e a r o f s t o r e f o r a l l o u r c u s t o m e r s 3 0 3 5 9 
S c o t t ' s H o t B r e a d S h o p , M a i n S t . 
S h o p ' n N e w s , F o o d s t o r e & N e w s a g e n t s , A b b e y S t r e e t 3 0 9 5 0 
S t . M a r y ' s P r i m a r y S c h o o l , A b b e y q u a r t e r 3 0 3 1 0 
S t . J o s e p h ' s C o n v e n t o f M e r c y P r i m a r y S c h o o l , A b b e y S t r e e t 3 0 5 0 5 
S t . P a t r i c k ' s D r a m a t i c S o c i e t y 
S t r a t f o r d ' s P h o t o g r a p h y , j a l l y h a u n i s M o b i l e ( 0 8 7 ) 4 9 3 5 5 ; P h . 3 0 2 9 3 
T y n a n D i l l o n & C o . , C h a r t e r e d A c c o u n t a n t s , C l a r e S t r e e t 3 0 2 6 1 
U l s t e r B a n k L t d . , A b b e y S t r e e t 3 0 0 4 9 
V a l ' s : M i c h a e l & B e r n i e Q u i n n , f o r F o o d a n d A c c o m m o d a t i o n , M a i n S t r e e t 3 0 0 6 8 
V a l e r i e ' s - L a d i e s ' & G e n t s ' H a i r S a l o n , B a r r a c k S t r e e t 3 0 6 8 1 
W ^ l i T h b , L a u n d e r e t t e & D r y C l e a n e r s , S a m e D a y S e r v i c e , I r o n i n g S e r v i c e 3 0 4 4 9 
W e b b ( M . J . ) , M a s t e r B u t c h e r , M a i n S t r e e t 3 0 0 0 3 
W e b b , T . J . , C a t e r i n g a n d R e t a i l B u t c h e r , B r i d g e S t . 3 0 0 4 1 ; ( 0 8 8 ) 6 7 9 1 9 0 
W e s t e r n B r a n d f j h i c k e n s L t d . , F r e s h a n d F r o z e n D a i l y F a x . 3 0 8 3 4 ; T e l . 3 0 0 6 9 
W i n s t o n ( G e r a r d ) , F a m i l y G r o c e r , D e v l i s 3 0 3 9 5 
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Patrick Mullarkey, Bargariff and his cousin, 
Patrick Freeley, Leow - taken in New Haven, 
Connecticut, U.S.A. c.1916 

(below) Emma & Andrew O'Brien, Australia. 
(Presentation Day, Sept. '97) 
- grandchildren of Jack Halpin 

(above) Altar Servers - Parish Church 1997/'98. Front row L to R: 
Kevin Curley, Padraic Cribbin, Joseph Neenan, Neil Jordan, Robert 
Potter-Cogan, John C. Halpin. 2nd row: David Lynch Ian Byrne, 
Colin Egan, Aodan Healy, Alan Fitipatrick, Anthony Murphy. 3rd 
row: Lorcan Finan, Austin Lyons, Mark Kelly, Fergal Lyons, Cian 
Higgins, Daniel Carroll. Back row: Liam Lyons, Declan Ward, 
Ciaran Waldron, Jarlath Mellett, Phelim Carroll, Paul Ward. 
Missing: Patrick Heaney. 

(below) At a Presentation Dinner in the Springhill Hotel, Kilkenny, 
celebrating 25 years employment at Guinness (Ireland) Group Depot, 
Ballyhaunis. Back (left to right): Sean Grogan, Frank McTigue, 
Michael O'Loughlin (Manager), Murt Hunt (Supervisor). Front: 
Tommy Grogan, Mick Finnegan, Pat Byrne. 

&orer TShctOifraplis: 
Front, clockwise from top left:- Marian Moloney, President Mary McAleese and Margaret Owens- Heather 
Noone; John Higgins; Seamus Lundon; Gerry and John Paul Coen; Jim Kilboyle, Patrick Doherty and Patrick 
Finnegan; Noreen and Tom Hopkins; Declan Murphy, Adrian Brennan, Sinéad Mulrennan Máire O'Dwyer 
Sarah Buckley; Anne-Marie Madden. ' J ' 

Back, clockwise from top left:- David and Marie Connolly, Lecarrow with a Moroccan Chief-Fr James O'Grady 
C.C., Fr Joseph Cooney, P.P., Fr. Michael Collender, O.S.A.; Patsy and Bernie Keane with Sean Waldron- Patrick 
Murray; Waldron Clan Tour 1997; Imelda Flynn, David Fitzgerald, Valerie Murray, John Fitzeeral'd Brian 
Murray, Seamus Caulfield, Paddy Philips, Mick Murray; Anne-Marie McGowen, Tahira Idress 






