





Avery warm welcome to another annual edition
of Annagh Magazine, the 46th successive
publication about the Parish of Annagh and the town
of Ballyhaunis. As we reach readers not only at home,
but also across borders and oceans, we send our
warmest and best wishes to our cherished readers
worldwide. Your loyalty and readership continue to
inspire us.

It's a remarkable achievement for all involved down
the years in the production of our annual publication
to have reached the milestone of forty-six successive
editions. | wish to applaud the efforts of our editorial
committee in maintaining this wonderful tradition
and | congratulate the hard-working team on
producing another memorable edition. | also wish to
thank our layout artist Sinéad Mallee and our printer
Brendan Salmon and his team at KPS in Knock, for
their professionalism and attention to detail.

A huge thank you also to all who have submitted
reports, articles, poems, photographs and other
original images. | would like to remind our
contributors that we usually set the deadline for
submissions around the second week in October.
Meeting this deadline is crucial to the smooth
progress of our publication and your timely
submissions are greatly appreciated. We cannot
guarantee the inclusion of articles, reports and
photographs submitted after the deadline. We are
grateful to the Family Resource Centre for facilitating
our regular meetings in the Friary House.

Annagh 2023 features numerous articles and
profiles about local history and heritage. This helps
preserve and promote the unique aspects of our
community’s culture and traditions, ensuring they
are not forgotten over time. In this forty-sixth year of
publication, our magazine remains an important
resource, providing our readers with valuable
insights, news, and a sense of connection to our town
and parish. Such a longstanding tradition is a
testament to the commitment and dedication of our
community to preserving and sharing the stories,
history and essence of our town and parish. Long
may Annagh Magazine continue to foster this sense
of pride.

Annagh Magazine also strives in several ways to
reflect the community of today, serving as a mirror
of its values, interests and concerns. Communities
evolve over time and their needs and concerns
change. According to Central Statistics Office (CS0O)

data which was released in October, 12% (632,000
people) of Ireland’s population of 5.15 million were
recorded as non-lrish citizens in April 2022. The
figures reveal that Ballyhaunis is the most diverse
town in all of Ireland, with almost 40% of the
population being non-Irish. Annagh Magazine aims
to be responsive to these changes and adapt our
content accordingly by providing relevant and
diverse material, representing today's community's
demographics.

We congratulate our Muslim community on the
historic milestone of celebrating fifty years of
settlement in Ballyhaunis in 2023. Fifty years of
settlement is a significant landmark and it's a
testament to the positive impact that the Muslim
community has had on the social, cultural and
economic fabric of our community. This achievement
is a testament to the strength of our Muslim
community and its ability to thrive and enrich the
tapestry of our town over the past five decades,

On behalf of Annagh Magazine Society, | am
delighted to extend heartiest congratulations to our
esteemed President, Joe Keane of Knox Street, who
celebrated his one hundredth birthday in September
2023. Joe has devoted many years of sterling service
to our magazine and we were delighted to join with
Joe, his wife Marcella and family and the entire
community in marking this momentous occasion at
a packed event in the Parochial Hall in September,
We send our best wishes to Joe for continued good
health and happiness.

As we approach the end of another year, it's only
natural to pause and reflect on the year gone by, the
challenges we've faced and the progress we've made.
For many of us the end of the year is a poignant time
to remember friends and family who have passed on.
It can be a time for reflection, gratitude and paying
tribute to the people who have touched our lives,
May all of our deceased loved ones Rest in Peace,

And last, but certainly not least, a huge thank you
to our generous patrons. Your unwavering support
and dedication have been the driving force behind
our publication’s success.

Go raibh mile maith agaibh agus gach dea-ghui dar
léitheoiri sa bhaile agus thar lear.

Tommy Caulfield

(Chairperson,

Annagh Magazine Society)






Looking Back on the Year 2023

Mike Byrne

The month of November is a very sad one for the pastor
of Ballyhaunis, Fr. Stephen Farragher, P.P.,, when his
sister Marie Pollard dies following an accident in Dublin.
A native of Ballyrourke, The Neale, she had retired from
her job as theatre nurse at University Hospital Galway
just two years ago... St. Patrick’s Church is packed to
capacity on Saturday evening, 12th November when
Geraldine Mullan delivers a powerful testimony of loss,
letting go and hope as she speaks about the tragic deaths
of her husband and two children when their car plunged
into Lough Foyle in Co. Donegal in August, 2020.
Geraldine, a native of Williamstown, spoke about how
she has coped since that fateful day. She said that her
strong faith, along with prayers and support from family
and friends has helped her to stay strong in the most
trying of circumstances...

The first steps towards setting up a Sustainable Energy
Community in Ballyhaunis were taken at The Clock Bar
this month when members of the public came along to
hear a presentation on the subject delivered by Dr. Orla
Nic Suibhne, county mentor, SEAI Sustainable Energy
Community Programme, the principle of which is
saving/cutting costs on the energy usage in our homes...
Mary Higgins from Knockbrack passes to her eternal
reward after a short illness. Mary worked for a number
of years as house-keeper in the Friary... The death occurs
in the Queen of Peace Nursing Home, Knock, of the late
Fr. Colm Burke, fondly remembered by many former
students of St. Patrick’s College in Ballyhaunis where he
was among the teaching staff 1964-69... Knox Street
native Jimmy Jordan dies in Manchester. Brother of the
late Tommy Jordan, Knox St,, he was a regular visitor
home over the years...

250 boxes donated as part of the Annual Christmas
Shoebox Appeal, organised by Scoil [osa NS. In addition
to this, a sum in excess of €1,000 was donated to the
cause. This appeal is co-ordinated by Team Hope who
deliver the boxes, laden with Christmas toys and goodies,
to some of the poorest children in Europe and Africa...
Main Street native Fintan Lynch (88) slips quietly away
to his eternal reward following a very brief illness, at his
daughter and son-in-law’s residence in Borrisokane, Co.
Tipperary. Fintan, who was a regular contributor to the
pages of Annagh Magazine in the recent years, lived with
his wife, the former Mai Byrne from Clare Street, in
Ennis for over sixty years.. Former Ballyhaunis
Community School students Cian Walsh and Auredas
Armonavicus are recipients of scholarship awards from
NUIG.

The month of December comes in with a real bang and
some chill too as temperatures throughout the country
plummet to -11°C. Dry weather, however, with little or
no rain, snow or sleet, make roads completely
accessible... An early Christmas gift for the Mayo SPCA
animal shelter at Pattenspark when Government funding
is announced for some ninety-nine animal welfare
centres around the country. The Ballyhaunis centre
receives a tidy sum of €33,375 following the
announcement from the Minister for Agriculture, Food
and Marine, Charlie McConalogue, TD... The Dome at
the Centre of Excellence was the venue, on St. Stephen’s
Day;, for a very exciting day of fun and football where top
class football was the order of the day. The Battle of
Ballyhaunis Keane Kitchens Parish League 2022 was a
fantastic success. The nine-a-side tournament featured
teams representing Knockbrack, Doctor’s Road,
Hollywell, Annagh/Cave, Brackloon, Gurteen, Knock
Road, Lecarrow. At the end of the day’s exciting football
it was Brackloon who overcame all to lift the parish
trophy, with Aidan Sloyan being voted the tournament’s
most valuable player. The competition organisers were
Mark Phillips, Adrian Phillips, Shane Healy and William
Nestor. The co-ordinators on the day were Darren
Conlon, Brendan Donnellan, Ciara Buckley and Tommy
Caulfield. The event, sponsored by Keane Kitchens,
raised €4,083 which was donated to the local branch of
the St. Vincent de Paul Society... The tragic death takes
place in Galway following a kayaking accident, of Mark
Morley. In his early thirties, Mark was son of John
Morley, originally from Island, now living in Galway
with his wife the former Claire Talty. John was son of the
late Mary Teresa (née Cribbin) and Tom Morley, Bekan.
His mother Mary Teresa also died tragically when, in
September 1961, she was fatally injured when struck by
a motorist as she cycled home from Ballyhaunis
following a shopping trip. John's wife Claire is sister of
former Galway senior footballer, Brian Talty... The death
takes place in Manchester of the late Paddy Lyons from
Redford. Paddy’s remains were removed to his native
parish of Ballyhaunis where funeral Mass was celebrated
on 29th December. He was laid to rest in the local
cemetery... Kerryman Dermot Sullivan retires as
caretaker at Ballyhaunis Community School where he
has been a most popular employee since 1996. A native
of Cahirciveen, Co. Kerry, Dermot was most reliable,
took great pride in the school and was so popular for
helping young students find their feet in their early days
at the Knock Road school. He will be greatly missed in

this role for sure!
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Healy and Fintan Crawley, were selected on the  Budding Ballyhaunis footballers who lined out for the Mayo Under
Connacht Junior Inter Pro panel which played Munster ~ 15s Academy against Derry, May 2023, were Adam Kelly, Tom
at Tuam REC at the end of the month... Donnellan, Eamon Monaghan and Fionn Conlon.









and August to have the assistance of Fr. Arul Jayaseelan,
a priest from Africa, assisting with the sacraments in our
parish during those two months. Fr. Arul certainly
endeared himself to the local community and integrated
so well with the local community that after his two
months’ stay here. In his farewell letter through the
parish newsletter in August, Fr. Arul said: “I would like
to express my heartfelt appreciation to Fr. Stephen for
welcoming me into Ballyhaunis parish and making me
feel at home here. He extended his heartfelt thanks, “to
the entire community for the overwhelming love, care
and support you have extended to me during the months
of July and August; it has been a truly enriching
experience”. He has returned to Rome where he is
continuing his pastoral studies... Mary’s Meals charity
receive a royal welcome in Ballyhaunis on 14th August
as they stop off for refreshments at the Communal
House in Clare Court on their fundraising walk from
various parts of the country to Knock. The organisation
is responsible for feeding over two million hungry
children every school day across eighteen countries. The
talented band of musicians and singers from the newly
formed Le Cairde international group added greatly to
the welcome, warmth and entertainment of the evening...
Former curate in Ballyhaunis, Canon Martin Gleeson,
AP, Belclare, Co. Galway, is laid to rest. Fr. Martin
served in Ballyhaunis 1985-87... Upwards of 200 past
pupils of the old Vocational School (The Tech) gathered
at the Community (Parochial) Hall for a night of
reminiscing and sharing, celebrating their years spent at
The Tech in the years past. Opened in 1941, the Tech, as
it was affectionately known, closed in 1977 following the
amalgamation of the three secondary schools in the town
forty-six years ago. The celebration, which was attended

Gallagher and Lisa McConn. Of the twelve defibrillators
currently in the parish, seven of those will need to be
upgraded by the new year... Officials and members of the
Ballyhaunis Rugby Club were out in force at their club
grounds this month to showcase their newly refurbished
clubhouse to a large gathering of visitors from the local
community and beyond. Situated on Doctor’s Road, the
clubhouse is a state-of-the-art premises, with modern
bar and dining area facilities. The capacity crowd which
turned out for the night of celebration was truly amazed
at the standard and quality of workmanship which has
gone into the newly refurbished clubhouse which will
greatly benefit the community in the years ahead...A very
enjoyable afternoon in The Community (Parochial) Hall
for the first ever Garda Community Engagement event,
where members of An Gardai Siochiana were present to
meet and engage with the public on matters of concern
to them. Among the issues raised was the need for an
increased Garda presence in the town, longer opening
hours at the station, issues with public drinking and anti-
social behavior and the increasing danger of e-scooters
on the streets, This very successful initiative took place
in a relaxed and friendly setting with lots of food and
refreshments served throughout the day.. A new
beginning for Ballyhaunis man Wiktor Siemionkowski
who began his studies for the priesthood on 11th
September in St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth. Polish-
born Wiktor, a former student of Scoil fosa NS and
Ballyhaunis Community School, was one of seven
candidates from Ireland who completed their
Propaedeutic Year (a year of discernment and
preparation) in Valladolid, Spain, last year, before
entering the seminary at Maynooth. He is wished well
by the parish community as he begins his journey to
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Ballyhaunis Footballing Legend:
John ‘Doc’ Healy

Hugh Rudden

John ‘Doc’ Healy is remembered as a great and dedicated  winners of the 1957 All-Ireland title. The winning
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Tom Forde, President




onto a very busy road. With the proposed relocation of  potential of walking tourism and the installation of a
the library, plans are being developed to convert that  walking/cycle lane out to the Centre of Excellence (COE)
building for the benefit of the Fire Service/Station. and onto Knock, possibly to include Holywell and the

At the time of writing, work is being carried out on the  encouragement.
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THE REPUBLICAN PARTY

Abbey Male Choir




ling House

Murt Hunt

“Did you know the deceased?” A man asked me at Paddy  at loggerheads, and he would often play out of turn




USS Patrick Gallagher Update

Martin Durkan

St. Vincent de Paul

The St. Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) is Ireland’s largest
voluntary charitable organisation and has been
providing assistance for those in need and for homeless
people since 1844. The Ballyhaunis Conference of the St
Vincent de Paul Society would like to remind readers of
Annagh Magazine that help is available for individuals
and families in our local area by calling 086 264 0969,
All communication is treated in the strictest confidence

We are most grateful to our voluntary committee
members who attend our regular meetings and ensure
that our important work is carried out. We thank all who
continue to support our efforts and your donations are
always most welcome. We send our very best wishes to
all of our friends at home and away, for a peaceful and
safe Christmas and all the very best for 2024,
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The Tech Reunion - A Night to Remember

Jackie Coyne

years and to express our appreciation to the many people
who were part of the story.

Fr. Stephen Farragher, P.P. Ballyhaunis, accompanied
by Fr. Kieran Waldron, conducted a beautiful Prayer
Service to mark the occasion. It provided an opportunity
to remember classmates who had completed their life’s
journey.

Following some welcome refreshments, a number of
short speeches reflected on the long and fruitful history
of the Tech. Fr. Kieran Waldron, an historian of note,
gave a very interesting account of the original Tech
which opened in 1929 at the back of Forde’s Shop in The
Square. He remembered vividly the fire which caused its
destruction shortly before the new Tech was opened on
the Knock Road in 1941.

o
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The beautiful cake specially made and decorated for the occasion.

though he had no little or no Irish in his mid-twenties,
he would go on to become a highly esteemed Irish
scholar, travelling each summer to Colaiste Chonnacht
in Spiddal. He played an active part in the War of
Independence, forming a branch of Oglaigh Na
hEireann, of which he was Captain, Later, he would be
the recipient of a first-class honours degree in Irish,
English and economics. In 1929 he was appointed
principal of Ballyhaunis Tech, a post he held until his
retirement in 1952. He was a prolific writer as well as a
highly regarded translator. Michael Nolan gave a sterling
rendition of a recitation written by Padraig: "The Dance

in the Old School in Crossard’.















From intelligence gathered from an official document
captured by Michael Collins’ forces, it became clear that
the Authorities were anxious to capture Padraic, so, like
many other young men, he had to go ‘on the run’ The
local people still have tales to tell of his many escapes
from danger. On one occasion, as he was attending Mass
in Aghamore, word came through that the Black and
Tans had surrounded the church. The celebrant of the
Mass, being aware of what was happening, prolonged the
Mass by adding countless additional prayers. Meanwhile,
some women in the congregation donated items of
clothing to give Padraic the appearance of being a
woman. Then, two tall, very brave, women linked
Padraic out of the church and through the cordon to
safety!

He took no part in the Civil War. Instead, he returned
to his work for Conradh na Gaeilge, his writing and his
research into the origin of local placenames. He
published articles, stories, plays and translations. These
were published in various papers and magazines,

were not at all familiar. He took a book from the
bookcase and selected a passage. In an effort to decide
whether the passage was a suitable one, he walked up and
down, silently reading the passage. As he paced, he
noticed a boy diligently writing in his copybook.
Intrigued, he went over to him, only to find that the boy
was writing what Pidraic had been silently reading!
There must have telepathic communication between the
boy and Padraic. We never did hear who the boy was or
what career he followed in later life. I hope he was very
successful and used his unusual abilities to their fullest
extent.

Even after his retirement, teaching was in his blood.
He used to help out in the post office which was run by
the family. A local boy got into the habit of dropping in
every day and Padraic delighted in introducing him to
the joys of education. He said that this boy was the most
intelligent pupil he had ever come across in his long
career in education. Sure enough, the boy went on to
have a brilliantly successful career in business.
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Padraig Hughes

Riona Hughes

Our father, Padraig Hughes, was born in Islandeady on
25th March 1907, one of eleven children. His father,
Patrick Hughes (1867-1941), was Principal of Islandeady
Primary School and his mother, Eliza Bridget Egan
(1875-1962), also taught at the school. Padraig was called
Paddy Joe by his mother and Joe by his sisters and
brothers; Pat by his friends and Daddy by his five
daughters. He attended the Christian Brothers School in
Westport and after college, because of his love for
farming, he stayed home to farm the lands of Woodville.

In 1935 when he was twenty-eight, and with some
degree of pressure from his sisters, Padraig left
Islandeady to attend University College Dublin where
he studied agricultural science. After he graduated, he
became a teacher of science and maths and, in the early
1940s, was appointed to the Vocational School in
Ballyhaunis where he became Principal in 1952,
following the retirement of Padraig Forkan.

Padraig continued to have a great love of the land, the
countryside and nature. He passed on that love to his
pupils in Ballyhaunis. Realising that, at this time, farming
was a hard way of life with little return, he did his best
to support and advance farming in the area around
Ballyhaunis. He formed the “Young Farmers Club’ - a
forerunner of Macra Na Feirme - and organised talks,
debates, slide shows etc. on Friday nights in Ballyhaunis

S
-

that were always well attended by local young people. He
also produced and directed a number of plays. He was
also the founder of the local Agricultural Show which
became one of the leading shows in the West of Ireland.
He organised dances and social functions to raise funds
for the club and the show. The Show Dance was the
highlight of the year and brought the best bands in the
country to Ballyhaunis.

Padraig had a great interest in new methods of
farming, The grounds of the Vocational School were a
testament to his many experiments, He grew all the fruit
trees and the cherry blossom trees from seed. He had
beehives and monitored the daily rainfall in Ballyhaunis
for Met Eireann, the Irish Meteorological Service. In his
laboratory, he enjoyed conducting experiments. He
shared his love of science with his five daughters: picking
mushrooms at dawn, hunting hares with his greyhounds,
fishing for perch and trout and teaching the names of
every tree and flower and every constellation in the night
sky over Ballyhaunis. He also wanted to imbue his
students with a love of nature and brought an
astronomer from Trinity College Dublin to walk the
lands and observe the planets and stars and share his
observations with the students.

Some lads from the town were given an allotment to
grow vegetables and, when space was scarce in the
Vocational School (Tech) grounds, they were given mini-
allotments in Padraig’s own garden at the back of his
family home, He and Paddy Cassidy (school caretaker)
took great pride in the gardens at the Vocational School
which always looked their best under their attentive care.

Like his father before him, Padraig had a keen interest






in greyhounds. He owned and trained them and, with his
friends, travelled to various dog tracks around the
country. As well as being a gifted teacher, Padraig was a
great wit and storyteller. He was a generous man who
found joy in giving - a generous man who loved life,

A Childhood Memory
of my Daddy

Riona Hughes

The Vocational School looms large in my memory:



my personal playground and Aladdin’s cave of wonders.
From the two sentinel cherry blossoms at the main
entrance to the luxurious laburnum trees over-blown in
a riot of cascading yellow. The enormous cabbages that
proved to be a fine hiding place from the watchful eye of

My Daddy whispers,

tastiest mushrooms rise with the sun.
We wipe tired eyes,

stretch our waking bodies

into the morning,

walk silently through

the cobwebbed grass

scan for the white caps,

spread out across the field,

gather at Neary's mucky gap,

over the crest of the hill,

through the oak trees, climb the gate,
cross the Doctor’s Road

around by Annagh Lake,

and back by the bridge

at Béile an Droichid.

At home, cross-legged

on the countertops,

we watch our mushrooms fry in butter
with a pinch of salt and eggs.

We eat off saucepan lids and

drink tea from jam jars

before mammy wakens

to set the day with

China cups and tablecloth.

She never knew
we stole the dawn.

Anne Irwin (née Hughes)
From her book A Miner Concerto in Rahoon.’

My Time in The Tech

Tom Grogan (Derreens, Holywell)

Padraig Forkan taught Irish. I recall him once
bringing a gramophone to school. It was the first time
I'd seen or heard one! Pat Hughes was the agriculture
teacher: a very patient and good natured man who often
wore a large trilby hat. He showed us how to plant seeds
in drills, then tasked us with doing the same at home -
turnips, beans, peas. I wasn't the best at looking after the
vegetable patch at home so when Mr. Hughes called to
inspect them [ wasn't surprised that I didn’t come top of
the class!

I'm proud of the way The Tech served the Ballyhaunis
community over many years, with generations of
families passing through — my own nephew Tommy
Lynch also attended The Tech during the 1970s. I
thoroughly enjoyed my time there and the many lessons
learned have certainly served me well in my ninety-two
years, both in Ballyhaunis and Manchester.

Tom Grogan, then and now.
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When The Yanks Came to Visit

Michael Griffin

My mind goes back to the late seventies and a visit from  played, and Steve went to play the classic tunes he knew.
the ‘Yanks, Bobby Ruane from Salem, Massachusettsand  Then the concert pianist uttered the line never to be
his friend Steve. They were off to the Yeats Summer  forgotten in our family: “Noreen, I think your piano is
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Oliver Doyle







vehicles for hire for those who could afford such - the
single fare to Knock was 1 shilling. Many walked to
Knock in torrential rain which persisted throughout the
day, spoiling the enjoyment of the pilgrimage for many.
A Mass was celebrated at 09:00 after which the pilgrims
retired to the hotel for breakfast which proved
disappointing as it was poor quality and the quantity of
food available was far from sufficient. Many pilgrims
were left hungry. At 12:00 there was a Procession.
Benediction was offered at 16:00 after which the
pilgrims made their way to Ballyhaunis station. The
return train departed Ballyhaunis at 19:00 and reached
Limerick Terminus [sic] at 02:30. The railway officials

Lancashire pilgrimage

A Knock pilgrimage, titled Lancashire Pilgrimage, was
organised for August 1880 by two priests from the
Manchester area: Rev. M.J]. O'Callaghan, 61 Ardwick
Green, Manchester and Rev. T. Walsh, Hollinwood,

S
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Danielle Byrne

This year we have also decided to run a social league
that includes teams, like us, that are delighted to have a
sporting outlet and an opportunity to play with a team
and exercise.

Following the success of the ladies team, we decided
to open the club to our local children. The Devils
Basketball Club has now expanded to coach under-12
boys and girls and under-14 boys and girls. We had an
incredible number of more than eighty children join this
year and have already joined the Mayo Area Board

Children's teams sponsorship.

Pictured at back, L-R: Patricia Murphy, Karen Kilbane (Nolan's
SuperValu, Ballyhaunis, sponsor), Katherine Kilbride (First Choice
Credit Union, Ballyhaunis, sponsor), Mary Nolan (SuperValu
Ballyhaunis, sponsor), Danielle Byrne, Tracy Cunnane.

Basketball league. With thanks to Nolan SuperValu,
Ballyhaunis and The First Choice Credit Union,
Ballyhaunis, we have no doubt that we will be playing
for many years to come.



Ladies Senior Team.
Back, L-R: Jeff Nolan (Nolan's SuperValu Ballyhaunis, sponsor), Vivienne Freyne, Danielle Byrne, Patricia Murphy, Aisling Moran,
Teresa Fitzmaurice, Aoife Carroll, Valerie Byrne, Michael Moran, Tracy Cunnane.
Front, L-R: Katelyn 0'Sullivan, Karen Kilbane, Stella O'Neill, Lorraine Duffy, Brigitta Burke, Rachel Jordan.

Under-14 Boys Team with Mentors and Trainers, Danielle Byrne, Rachel Jordan, Eileen Donnellan, Lorcan Higgins.
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Jimmy Cribbin

As I look out the driveway and yard, [ see them filled
with fallen leaves. Like every living thing on Earth, they
had a life span. A time to live and a time to die but there

The author at an abandoned gold-mine in Australia, 1982.

For both of us our second level education
commenced when we boarded the Princess Maud and
sailed away from the Island of Saints and Scholars that
we had heard and read about so often in the national
school, arriving in England a little more than a decade
after the ending of World War I1. There was plenty of
construction and reconstruction work to be done unlike
at home, where we were lucky to avoid being involved

in the conflict because it was luck that we had no oil
wells, and neither side saw any strategic value in holy
wells,

My brother, whose given name is Thomas
Patrick, went to Australia as a young fellow, stayed there
and now lives in semi-retirement in Diggers Rest, so
called because it is roughly half-way between Melbourne
and where gold was found in the 1850s starting a gold
rush, with the ‘diggers’ resting on their way to the
“diggings”. I said he lives in semi-retirement now doing
what he first learned to do - looking after a herd of cattle
and a flock of sheep and, as a side-line, he attends to
some beehives.






Tommy Caulfield

It has been a successful year for the Phillips girls from
Limerick and St. Michael’s Rowing Club: Laoise (18) and
Cléda (16) are the daughters of Declan and Sarah
Phillips. Declan is originally from Main Street and is the
son of the late Paddy and Una Phillips.

from Cork Boat Club. They beat England in a thrilling
finish to take the Homes International U18 coxed four
title. Laoise, accompanied by her St. Michael’s clubmate
Abbie Cullinane and two girls from Colaiste Iognaid of
Galway, had a comfortable win to take the Homes

Once
Upon
a
Time

A fair day view from
The Fair Green,
Ballyhaunis.

Onginal oil pamnting by
Eamonn Glynn
(Upper Main St )






1t has been an historic twelve months for the club, on and
off the pitch.

The first thing we would like to say is a huge thanks to
all the people who support us in any way. Whether it's
as a player, member, parent of young players or one of
the many people that have supported our fundraising,
particularly over the last twelve months. So many
individuals and businesses have been so generous
morally, financially and with their valuable time.

the standard we wanted was frightening, Peter Gallagher,
a man never afraid of a challenge, proposed that we have

\ s

long hours worked by club members and their families
to get everything in place for the grand opening, but it
certainly was worth it.

We were all so proud of what we finally achieved in
finishing the club house to such a high standard and
couldn’t wait to show it to the community. On the
Saturday night of the draw a huge crowd showed up.
Music and refreshments were provided and tension was
building for the draw. Before the draw, we took the

Paris and the tension-filled game between two great
rugby nations South Africa and New Zealand.






The £25 Clamp of Silage

John Flanagan (Spaddagh)




Ireland Award

Ballyhaunis Cemetery Committee

Martina Gavin

Ballyhaunis Cemetery Committee would like to thank
everyone for their continued financial support towards
the upkeep and maintenance of Ballyhaunis Cemetery.
This continuous support ensures the Cemetery is
maintained to a high standard.

There is a detailed map at the far end of the Cemetery
which can also be viewed online at

www.irishgraveyards.ie

There is also a donation link on this website, giving
anyone an opportunity to donate directly through paypal
to support the maintenance of Ballyhaunis Cemetery.
Just click on Donate Directly to Ballyhaunis Cemetery.
Alternatively, donations can be made through any
committee member.

Commititee Members: Edward Mulhern, Tom Finn,
Walter Cleary, Martin Gavin, Martina Gavin and Enda
Caulfield.
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Abbey Partnership and Trust

Mark Godfrey

The cultural life of Ballyhaunis was enhanced no end by
a new working group established to oversee works and
events in the historic Friary church in Ballyhaunis. Irish
folk music star Andy Irvine brought his performance of
songs like ‘Arthur McBride’ - sung by Irvine in the
Planxty trad supergroup of his earlier career - to the
Friary on 26th August after the popular classical trio, The
Three Tenors, played a pleasing show to a full house in
April. They will be making a return visit in December.
This and the other concerts are organised by a working
group established under the Abbey Partnership, a
voluntary body which handles requests for use of the
facilities while also taking care of maintenance issues.
The concerts, it’s hoped, will raise a local fund which will
in turn enable drawdown of public funds for preservation
work on this ancient church.

Engineering surveys have shown that preservation
work is urgently needed on several aspects of the church
and its contents, The different periods of building and
rebuilding and the very different materials and methods
used are not always compatible causing structural tension
and partial subsidence that needs what will be costly
rectification. The phosphorus lights system is out of date
and unsuitable, embedded as it is in an ancient roof and
ceiling. Likewise, the whole electric wiring system badly
needs replacing. The heating system, which is much
needed in such an ancient building, is in urgent need of
upgrading. The beautiful stained-glass windows, one of
which is from the renowned studio of Harry Clarke, need
re-leading and sealing. The ceiling, wall and Stations of
the Cross paintings require preservation cleaning while
the whole building is in need of repainting.

Meanwhile, much activity continues in the Friary
Grounds. A highlight of the site is the Ballyhaunis
Community Garden which continues to keep exalted
company after securing the renewal of its green flag for
2023 and 2024. The garden is one of a select few in
Connacht to have achieved the award from An Taisce
thanks to the high level of local involvement and
educational programmes provided to the community in
organic gardening. In their written report on the garden
the An Taisce judges lauded the quality of vegetables
produced by over a dozen active gardeners and
commended its maintenance as well as the regular
gardening workshops and education programmes run
there. The judges, however, did note some potential
improvements to the signage, wheelchair accessibility
and communications. These are issues which will be
address in the coming year by the Community Garden
subcommittee which also reports to the Abbey
Partnership.

e

Elsewhere on the grounds, lights have been switched
on at a covered sports facility following a long running
effort by the Partnership and a petition by local
secondary school students. Mayo County Council hired
outside lighting specialists to install the wiring and
lighting for the multi-use games area (MUGA), which is
located near the derelict Scout Den building. The project,
which cost approximately €20,000, did not require new
cabling from the church as originally envisaged, as a
connection was brought from an existing point near the
Scout’s Den. In March last year over 100 students and
teachers of Ballyhaunis Community School signed a
petition for the installation of lights in the MUGA which
has become a popular site for basketball and indoor
soccer. The installation of lights would, said a letter
accompanying the petition, encourage more people to
use the facilities during the winter months and would
help children and adults to keep fit. The lighting would
also help prevent anti-social behaviour, noted the letter.

Primary and secondary school students will be
planting a small native woodland in the grounds of the
Friary this Autumn thanks to a programme led by An
Taisce forestry experts. Teachers from the local schools
and members of the community met recently at the
Friary with Robert Nelson, Green Schools officer at the
environmental education unit of An Taisce, an Irish
environmental protection charity., Nelson met with
Abbey Partnership and Trust representatives and walked
the site, looking at a few locations to host the Choill
Bheag (‘small wood’) and chose a location. Featuring
various native Irish tree species - like alder, birch and
hazel - the Choill Bheag will be 10 metres x 20 metres in
area. The first day of the planting will feature a workshop
with the students and teachers with soil tests, mapping
and planning for the planting providing a great
educational experience to the young pupils. Then days
two and three will be spent tree planting and mulching
with a fourth day to teach locals tree Identification skills
and to talk about plant identification as well as
biodiversity and habitat features of native woodlands.

While there's a lot of positive activity going on in the
Friary and grounds the site is also not immune from bad
behaviour. In response to instances of vandalism - initial
lighting equipment was damaged with sports balls, and
the polytunnel in the Community Garden slashed earlier
this year — local Gardai conduct a daily foot patrol of the
Friary Grounds at the request of the Abbey Partnership.

A voluntary body, the Abbey Partnership is chaired by
a staff member from Mayo County Council. Anyone
who'd like to join in any of the projects described here
can contact ballyhaunisabbey@gmail.com.



Triple baptism in the Brazilian community.
Henrique Dias Ferreira (Old Racecourse), Maeve Mendes Rodrigues (Cashel, Ballinlough) and Arthur Henrique De Souza Silva (Sherwood)
with their parents and godparents. Baptised by Deacon Wando Araujo in St. Patrick's Church, Ballyhaunis, Sun. 24th Sept. 2023.

First cousins all. Members of the Caulfield family, Carrowkeel.
Back, L-R: Ronan Chilvers, Caroline Caulfield, Marcus Caulfield, John Caulfield holding granddaughter Willow Kilkenny,
Ruairi Caulfield. Front, L-R: Mary Caulfield, Helen McGrath (née Caulfield), Orla Caulfield, Tara Caulfield, Siobhan Corrigan (née Caulfield),
Dierdre Heskin (née Caulfield), Emmett Caulfield, Brian Macnamara, Greg Caulfield, Enda Caulfield.
Missing from photo: Alan Caulfield, Diarmuid Caufield, Brian Caulfield and Loman Caulfield.
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f TidyTowns
A Year of Blooming Success
for Ballyhaunis Tidy Towns

Laura Dinraths and Mary Donnelly

Thanks to the generous Citizen scientists, Merrylin Winters, Liam Lyons, Hazel Murphy, Mary Donnelly, Laura Dinraths,
support of Dawn Meats, t‘he Shayla Rasmussen, Kay Curley, Tom Lyons and Mike Cleary, in the Friary Park after a
town was adorned with water quality sampling of the River Dalgan.
beautiful blooms in time for the

lively Ballyhaunis Summer Festival. In August, a nature  year plan aimed at preserving and enhancing these
walk led by Aengus Kennedy from Naturenorthwest treasures. Our main focal points: The Friary Park,
captivated all who attended. We are also designingamap  neighbouring waterways, local green spaces and schools.
of the town centre showing public places of interest  This plan, forged in collaboration with the community,
which will be displayed in The Square. will be launched in the coming months.

This research laid the foundation for a dynamic five-  catching and releasing aquatic creatures for identifi-



Above left: Members of the Citizen Science group - Shayla, Peter and Merrylin - sampling the Dalgan river at the Friary Park, Ballyhaunis.
Right: Merrylin Winters, Shayla Rasmussen and Hazel Murphy learning to identify aquatic creatures indicating water quality in the Dalgan.

The Dawn Meats Ballyhaunis crew helping plant flowers for the hanging baskets around town.
Included are Dawn Meats volunteers: Aoife Doherty, Andre Agighioleanu, Marcel Closcaru, Floare Feraru, Cristian Feraru;
and Tidy Towns members, Mary Donnelly, Frances Mulhern, Frances Maye and Kay Curley.
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The Leaving Cert - Fifty Years On

Eamon Murren

secondary education at St. Pat’s. I recall that we had Fr,
Kieran Waldron as our English teacher in first year. He
gave us our first taste of Shakespeare. He also gave us
lessons in elocution: “The tip of the tongue, the lips and
the teeth’ At the end of first year we voted for our
favourite poem. “The Highwayman’ by Alfred Noyes - a
gothic narrative which tells the story of the highwayman,
the red coats who wanted to capture him and his lover -
was the clear winner.

We also studied Music with Fr. McMyler. Some went
on to study general musicianship for the leaving cert.
David Dwayne of Clare Street was the only higher level
student in our ranks. The rest of the class sat the
ordinary level exam. At the time, we were the only school
in Ireland offering both music and economics to leaving
cert. Inevitably, these two subjects clashed on the exam
timetable. This meant we sat the music exam from 2-5
pm, took a short break and commenced our Economics
exam at 5.30pm.

Other teachers for our junior cycle included Fr.
Costelloe (French), Morgan Jennings (Irish), Jarlath
Fahey (geography), Fr. Kennedy (science), Terry Coleman
(science), Fr. Burke (Irish) and John Cleary (English). A
big change came once we hit senior cycle and joined up
with the Vocational School across the road and St.
Joseph's Convent of Mercy in Abbey Street. I recall some
of the lads going across to “The Tech’ to study biology
with the late Eddie Thornton. At the same time some of
the students from the Vocational School were attending
St, Pat’s for certain subjects. Freddie Herr, John Coyne

Jimmy Kearns who always had the bus faced towards the
railway station. By the time we were loaded up and the
bus turned around and back at St. Pat’s we were usually
late, much to the annoyance of the teachers whose classes
were interrupted by the late arrivals. All of this changed
when Mick Mulhern took over as driver and the bus was
faced for Knock. Enough said.

In those distant days state exams results were simply
graded as pass or honours. Points were what Fr. ].J. and
Fitz scored for Mayo. I am sure there was less pressure
on us than on present day exam candidates, We also had
lots of extra-curricular sporting activities with Gaelic
football and soccer, basketball, volleyball and athletics.
Despite having small numbers, our teams were always
competitive on the field. Martin Kelly (Ballinlough),
Vinnie Kelly (Bekan), Jarlath Lyons (Ballinacostello),
Tomas Phillips (Urlaur), Tom Fitzmaurice (Tonragee),
Kevin Tighe (Aghamore) and local lads Kieran Folliard,
Anthony Hegarty (Bridge St.), Alex Eaton and Pat Freeley

were all handy team mates of mine.

1 recall taking part in a charity walk organised by
teacher John Cleary to raise funds for a basketball court
adjacent to where Tadhg and Kay Buckley now reside.
We reached a Mayo Basketball final in 1973 and were
narrowly pipped by a great team from Ballinafad
College. Kieran Folliard was our tallest player while Alex
Eaton, Anthony Hegarty and myself were no Goliaths!
Other major extra-curricular events included the annual
school play and concert. Jimmy Hopkins (Coogue) and
Tommy Jordan (Cummer) were the leading men in one



play I recall, appropriately titled, “The Happiest Days of
our Lives’ The school choir performed at the annual
concert. | remember our rendition of the New Seekers
hit song, T'd like to Teach the World to Sing

Sadly, along the way we have lost some of our dear
classmates. John Keane (Urlaur), Vivian Murphy

(Tooreen), Jarlath Lyons and Fr. John Mulligan
(Aghamore) have all left us too soon. The rest of the class
of 1973 soldier along hoping for Mayo footballers to
bring home Sam. They had better do it soon.

Tempus Fugit!



My Path to Priesthood
From Artistry to Ministry
Rev. Xanthe Pratt




Pictured when Luke and family arrived in Drumcliffe, Co. Sligo earlier this year. L-R: Xanthe, Caleb, Ethan, Chris, Aksel, Lizzie (Seth's wife),
Caspian, Theo, Emily, Luke, Penny, Seth, Shiloh and Gabriel. Absent from photo was Saida (Gabriel's wife) who was in Paris.

as a Deacon and last August, on the 27th - the day before
the fiftieth anniversary of our arrival in Ballyhaunis and
our fifty-second wedding anniversary - [ was ordained
a priest in the Church of Ireland by the Bishop of
Kilmore. Bishop Ferran Glenfield. My ordination in
Ballinlough was preceded in the morning by a Service of
Welcome in Drumcliffe for Luke who had returned from
Chile to live in Ireland with Penny and Emily.

It was a wonderful day. So many friends from
Ballyhaunis and the surrounding areas came. It was such
an inclusive service, We welcomed Fr. Stephen
Farragher, P.P.,, Ballyhaunis. A truly joyous and humbling
occasion.

So, this is where | find myself now and, in a way,
coming full circle in my life. | have been journeying far
and wide, and it is in the true realisation that goodness
and faith and generosity live in the kindness and the
caring of all those whom I have met and worked with
and have lived amongst all these years, through times of
great sadness and desperation, through times of great
happiness and joy. Truly, the Holy Spirit lives in all of us
and comes to us in the lives we all lead, in the times that
we share with our families, with our friends, in our
communities. This constant love in all our lives, keeping
us all together as brothers and sisters.

So much more unites us all as a family that can ever,
ever divide us!

Abbey Pattern

The 2023 Abbey Pattern proved to be a great family day
out which was enjoyed by the hundreds of people who
attended on Sunday, 27th August. Over 150 medals were
awarded to children and adults in almost forty separate
races and activities.

The Dog Show once again attracted lots of interest
and, with the help and involvement of Mayo SPCA,
promoted positive messages about caring for our
animals and those that have been abandoned or
mistreated.

While all of the athletic and novelty events were
taking place, the children had a great time trying out the
many bouncy castles and fun activities available on the
day, including the children’s puppet show, face painting
and other events,

Finally, the Abbey Pattern committee would like to
express its sincere thanks to all those local businesses
and individuals who kindly donated sponsorship for the
Pattern and to all those who helped continue the
tradition by volunteering and helping out, on the day
itself. In particular we would like to acknowledge the
hard work and organising skills of Tracy Cunnane,
Ballyhaunis Sports Hub co-ordinator, who was the
primary organiser of this year’s event.

This year’s organising committee comprised of:
Stephen Grogan, Brendan Donnellan, Tracy Cunnane,
Merrilyn Finn and Muhammad Usman Sarwar,
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Once again it has been a busy year at the Mayo SPCA
shelter in Ballyhaunis. To date this year (October 2023)
we have re-homed sixty-five kittens, twenty-eight cats,
seven puppies, fifteen dogs and four rabbits. We are very
thankful to all of our adopters and all of the people who
contact us daily about adopting the animals in our care,
Animal rescues tend to face a lot of criticism over the

become worn out. The resulting puppies, sadly, will
inherit issues due to poor health and socialisation. Never
buy, sell or rehome an animal on social media. By going
to a rescue, you might have to wait longer for your ideal
canine companion, but you are guaranteed advice,
knowledge of the dog, vaccinations, chips and everything
the dog needs in place by the time of their adoption and,



Ballyhaums Songs Celebrated

Two songs rooted in Ballyhaunis were celebrated and performed at the All Ireland Fleadh Cheoil in Mullingar this year. Frank Greally's song
about his aunt Dell Hughes (Greally) from Drimbane titled ‘The Last One In Your Line', and Marianne McAleer's song ‘Tunes In The River’,

set in her mother's ancestral home in Ballyveel. Both were published in a book - The Singing of Songs - a lavish publication that was officially
launched at the Mullingar Fleadh Cheoil.

On 17th October 2023 there was a further celebration of the two songs at a gathering in Gareth Delaney’s Bar in Abbey Street where visiting
Marianne McAleer performed ‘Tunes In The River' and Katelyn Clarke gave a beautiful rendition of ‘The Last One In Your Line’. Anne Irwin
(Hughes), another Ballyhaunis native, also read from her published poetry collection ‘A Minor Concerto in Rahoon'. Photo shows some of
those gathered at the songs celebration in Delaney's.

Back, L-R: Evan Fitzmaurice, J.T. Smyth, Willie Coyne, John Stephen Greally, Martin Fitzmaurice, Ruairi O Broin, Brian Mannion, Patricia
Mannion (Galway). Front, L-R: Seamus Kelly, Anne Kelly, Marianne McAleer, Dympna Greally, Frank Greally, Anne Irwin (Hughes).
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Moira’s Musical Legacy Honoured

‘Mike Byrne




Memories of Willie Kelly

Fr. Kieran Waldron (Written in 1986)

Willie Kelly, who died on 14th February 1971, at the age
of 83, was surely one of the most colourful characters in
the history of Bekan. The recipient of a special Papal
decoration, ‘Benemerenti (pro ecclesia et pontifice),
which was bestowed on him in 1967 in recognition of

Willie had no doubt whatever as to the authenticity of
the story. Indeed, he could tell of incidents that happened
to St, Béacdn and St. Patrick as if he knew them and as if
the events had happened only yesterday. He told of the
prayer of St. Béacin as a result of which nobody died of



but the remains were exhumed at night and reburied at
the old church in Holywell, near McManus’s. The body
may have been removed again but Willie recounted a
story of an old man warning a farmer who was tilling the
land centuries later that the tradition was that the priest
was buried there. Bartley Nolan, he said, confirmed this
account and that was good enough for him. That was the
sort of thing that Willie revelled in.

The pity is that such telling of folk tales and recital of
folk traditions is now almost a lost art. Coming to more
recent events, we can, of course, check many things that
Willie has recounted on tape. But the same attention to
significant detail persists, together with the unique style
that generations of Mass servers and parishioners of
Bekan found so engaging.

Willie was born in Spotfield in 1889, the year after
Bekan school was built. Boys, he said, went to school at
that time until they were eighteen or nineteen; they often
went to England during the summer, returning in the
winter to resume their schooling. There were classes in
every corner, he said on account of the huge numbers.
There were four or five teachers, including Mr. Byrne,
Richard Tarpey and John O’'Donnell. He remembers with
special affection a great concert on 5th January 1898, to
which people came from all over the county. A local
celebrity, a Mr. James A. Cavanagh of Cloonbulban who
had returned from his world tours - notably in
Swaziland where he was reputed to have built a new
town — produced at the concert a ‘talking machine’ and
magic lantern, to the delight and fear of the local people.
Then comes a very typical Willie Kelly comment about
the people of Bekan: “You never in your life met a place
that had so much logic and humour - and they were that
way ever.

This Mr. Cavanagh, who later wrote a book called My
Vindication, was certainly a colourful character. He had
the first buggy ever seen in Bekan and later the first
motor car and from the proceeds of the 1898 concert he
was able to purchase the clock that is still in the sacristy
— at least it was when [ was in Bekan - a chalice and the
stained-glass window which were in the old church.

When Willie was about fifteen years of age, the parish
priest at the time, Fr, Freeley, asked him to take over the
job of sacristan in the church. So began a lifetime of
service. He rang the bell in the belfry on the hill each
morning at 6am and for another sixty years and more —
with the exception of the three years’ absence during the
Great War — he laboured away in this post, giving
absolute lovalty to all the priests who came to Bekan. 1
can vouch for this loyalty. Often I thought that the words
of Shakespeare about a character in one of his plays fitted
Willie Kelly well:

'Ofooafoéfnwz, how Mmﬁ@e@pgm
The constant service of the antigue world
Whien service sweat ﬁr afa;( natﬁar meed!’

Enlistment as a soldier in the War gave Willie an
opportunity to visit some of the far-flung places of the
globe which he could not otherwise have ever hoped to
see. Having worked in the postal service, he was
generally employed as dispatch rider or messenger, but
he was ‘in the thick of many battles at all hours of the
night’ He visited exotic places like Baghdad and Babylon.
His journey to war took him through Europe to Persia
and Mesopotamia, from Baku on the Caspian Sea to
Batum on the Black Sea and on to Constantinople. He
came home by way of Salonika, Athens and Taranto. As
a young lad going to school, he had an extraordinary
fascination with faraway places and his interest in
consuming facts from the Encyclopaedia Britannica left
others in a way that they did not know what to make of
him. Now the magic of the East, recalling such tales as
the exploits of Nebuchadnezzar, the Hall of Belshazzar,
the four Chaldean words written over the gates of
Babylon, the old curiosity shops of Baghdad - these all
now came to life for him and he no longer needed the
printed page with its miserably inadequate represen-
tation of the glories of the East. To the end of his days,
he never tired of re-living those eventful years and
recalling the exotic places he had been. With that
simplicity that was so characteristic of him, he confided
in me one day that he ‘intended to write a history of
Persia’ before he died.

Back home in Ireland again in 1918, Willie resumed
work as postman and as sacristan — the latter job done,
no doubt, for a pittance, more as an honour than as a
profession. Speaking of his work in the post office, he
told me of the great fun they had when, after the
introduction of the Old Age Pension, it became very
important to discover one’s true age. The old people
were very vague about matters such as the date of birth
so clues such as ‘the year of the porheen’ (The Famine)
or ‘the year of the big wind’ (1839) were generously
interpreted by Willie in favour of the applicants.

People in Bekan who remember Willie Kelly with
affection — and they are many — will no doubt recall his
total belief in strange events and strange people
including the fairies. Tales like the one of Fr. Paul
McGreal who allegedly came back from his new parish
the morning the building of the old church was
completed (in the 1830s) and got in through the window
of the church in order to be the first priest to say Mass
there; the young lad who, while ringing the bell for
morning Mass, mysteriously encountered an old priest
who had come back from the grave and sought
permission to say Mass; the fact’ that the priests had to
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leave a residence because they ‘were run out of the place
by ghosts’; the fact’ that Fr. Hyland (about 1910) was
taken off his bicycle there in the broad daylight by a
‘certain bloke that was no good’ — all these stories and
the inimitable way they were told were the essence of
this great character from Bekan'’s past. He was the sort
of character who would have been well suited as an
interviewee for Jim Fahey on the Raidié Eireann
programme, Looking West! (Jim Fahey himself, while
doing valuable work in preserving folklore and other
traditional material which would otherwise have been
lost, believes, 1 understand, that he started his
programmes twenty years too late). Willie'’s rendering on
that treasured tape of mine of his favourite party-piece
Rafferty’s Racing Mare’ and ‘I didn't like asking her father’
are real gems.

o

Local patriotism is a fine thing in any person and
Willie Kelly was richly endowed with this quality. He was
a man of great good humour, a devoted father and
husband. One of my saddest tasks in Bekan was to tell
him of the tragic death of his son PJ.,, who had been
killed in an accident in England. His fortitude and
resignation in accepting that cross will always be an
inspiration to me. May his great soul rest in peace with
the Lord.

Previously published in Béacan/Bekan: Portrait
of an East Mayo Parish, edited by Fr. Michael
Comer and Nollaig O Muraile (1986). Reproduced
courtesy of Mrs. Frances Maye, Aisling Drive, daughter
of Willie Kelly, and by kind permission of the author.



Ballyhaunis
Bridge Club

Leona Connery

Mary Walshe and Rita Lundon represented Masters N .
Plisess of S NorthoWeates Redon wnd Lo A maglm?l picture of the Glore River (known locally as the
Y . &l Annagh River), taken beneath the bridge at Annagh by local
Connery and Michelle Gallagher represented the teenager Liam Hill.
Intermediate ‘A’ Players in competition at the Falls Hotel,
Ennistymon.
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knowledge.

Scouting depends on trained adult volunteers and our
local work in Ballyhaunis was supported by Scouting
Ireland and its Mayo branches.

The meeting in June was organised by some of the
former scout leaders in town who began the process of
looking for new people who are prepared to support and
work with them to get the Ballyhaunis Scout Group back
on its feet, providing our young people with a fantastic
opportunity to be part of the scouting movement.

The Ballyhaunis Scout Group is seeking persons over
18 years of age, interested in becoming scout leaders as

Over these last ten years the Ballyhaunis group was
also able to obtain grants, raise money and purchase a
range of camping and other equipment which is available
to use, if we can recruit enough adults to train-up as
leaders and bring this opportunity for our children back
to the community.

If you, or anyone you know, would be interested,
please feel welcome to make contact with the organising
group: Marion Feeney, Edel Conway, Anne Patterson,
Anne Marie Reynolds, Oisin Bishenden, Kevin and Paul
Carney, Grahame Cleary, Mark Connelly and Stephen
Grogan.






Mark Godfrey




programmes are supported by various local or state
agencies. We are grateful for instance to the local Family
Resource Centre for supporting the bicycle repair
workshop which trained a group of locals in bicycle
maintenance — a group which has since run a monthly
drop-in service for locals who can get their bicycles
repaired for free, Other programmes, such as the Irish
and salsa dance classes, pay for themselves.

The goal behind the bicycle repair café is to empower
locals in making healthy and sustainable transport
choices. A similar goal of empowering locals informs the
English Language Café and Irish classes at the hall which
have been supported by Conradh na Gaeilge and
Southwest Mayo Development Company. These have
given locals a great space in which to socialise and learn
in an era when public spaces are disappearing.

Festival

During Ballyhaunis Summer Festival the hall hosted
a capacity crowd for an Intercultural Night of music
ranging from Slovak gypsy pop to Syrian synth-pop and
Brazilian country music. National events like Heritage
Week and Culture Night meanwhile gave the
Community Council an opportunity to host events of
value to the local public. Our Reeling in the Years slide
show of photos from the Glynn Photography Collection
drew a large crowd, as did a presentation by the family
of industrialist Sher Rafique on the legacy of the
deceased industrialist in Ballyhaunis.

Our refurbished, modern space with a state-of-the-
art heat pump heating system allows the Community
Council to host useful public meetings with rural
transport provider Local-Link and representatives of the
district and regional Garda force. A regional meeting for
the Community Futures programme (Mayo County
Council) allowed the Community Council to mingle
with other similar groups from across the south and east
of the county in October 2023.

The hall has also become a venue for gatherings
organised by community groups like the reunion of the
past pupils of Ballyhaunis Vocational School who
gathered there in August. Other gatherings included the
screening of a documentary about Corporal Gallagher
by film maker Kathy Raftery. The 100th birthday party
of local centenarian Joe Keane was also hosted at the hall.
Fund raising events for Cancer Care West and a Daffodil
Day for the Irish Cancer Society were both held at the
venue. The hall was similarly used by Ballyhaunis
Defibrillator Group as a venue to launch its fundraising
activity and hosts the meetings of Ballyhaunis Tidy
Towns. Hall management is likewise happy to host the
files of the Annagh Magazine Society.

An important community social point and facility

was added to the hall in the winter months of 2023 when
its historical role as a cinema (in the 1950s and 60s) was
resurrected with a €22,000 grant received under the
Community Centres Fund in 2022. We applied for the
grant to set up a community cinema and conference
facility at the hall. The funds cover the technology but
not a refurbishment of the hall's gallery as originally
hoped. This repair work will require more funds on a
new project which will also require a solution for the
new safety barrier, required by regulation, which
obscures a view of the stage.

Aside from running the hall, members of the
Community Council also serve as community pillar on
the Abbey Trust, which holds the Friary and grounds in
trust for the community. Sitting alongside Mayo County
Council and the Augustinian Order, our representatives
help preserve and promote the property as an historical
site and a community asset. Members of the Community
Council who serve on the Abbey Partnership, the
management body of the Trust, make similar efforts in
the day to day running of the site.

We are happy that the Community Garden at the
Friary was revived and re-invigorated through the
Community Education funding from Mayo Sligo
Leitrim Education Training Board which delivered a
series of training programmes in 2022 and 2023 in
vegetable gardening, enabling locals free access to the
knowledge allowing them to grow their own food.

A registered charity, Ballyhaunis Community
Council is a transparent body whose monthly meetings
are open to all and our accounts are presented at each
meeting. We welcome contributions and suggestions -
and assistance. We hope to hear from those in the area
and from the area who'd like to serve as directors on our
board or as directors and representatives of the
Community Council on the Abbey Trust and
Partnership.

Thanks in particular to our very diverse team of
volunteers who run the facility and go out to find the
funds that keep our debts paid. We look forward to
promoting a new series of events promoting the social
and environmental well-being of the area in 2024. Our
challenge is generating enough funds to keep on top of
our long-term debt while also continuing to organise
activities of value to the community. We look forward to
seeing you often during the year ahead.

See www.ballyhaunisce.ie or get in touch by writing
to ballyhauniscommunitycouncil@gmail.com.

Chairperson: Mark Godfrey; Vice-chairperson:
J.T. Smyth; Secretary: Mary Donnelly; Treasurer:
Marie Cribbin; PRO: Tzyy Wang; Abbey Trust director
appointees: Mary Donnelly, ].T. Smyth, Ruairi O Broin.

ANNAGH" !

46th Edition, 2023



Cartron South Centenarian

Teresa Folliard was born in Cartron South,




Teresa Folliard Cunnane on a trip home to Cartron South in the 1960s, pictured with her siblings and their spouses.
Back row: Mary and Paddy Folliard.
Front, L-R: Teresa and Bernie Cunnane, Tom and Phil Rattigan, Kathleen and Ned Madden,
Lawrence and Maureen Murphy.

Teresa with family on the occasion of her 100th birthday celebrations.

Back, L-R: Bridie Folliard, Imelda Burke née Cunnane (Crossard and New York), Maureen Murphy (England), Eamon Madden (Dublin),
Johnny Cunnane (Crossard). Centre, L-R: Martha Walsh, Maureen Hunt, Joan McGuire, Bernie Cunnane, Niamh Cunnane (Nashville),
Emer Burke (New York]), Hilary Madden (Dublin). Front: Ray Folliard and Teresa Folliard Cunnane.
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Holywell Estate and the Dillons

Paul Waldron

Two miles from Ballyhaunis stands Holywell House, an
elegant Georgian, two-storey-over-basement dwelling,
just visible into the left, on the way to Claremorris. Its
exact age is not known, but the design suggests it belongs
to the eighteenth century, at which time it was home to
the Dillons, then owners of an estate of thirteen
townlands and 2620 statute acres in extent.

That family died out in 1801, their estate was divided
into three and, through most of the nineteenth century
and into the first decade of the twentieth, Holywell
House was home to the Burke family whose much
reduced estate contained just three townlands and 562
acres of land. Dr. Crean, the local dispensary doctor,
took over the running of the estate around the turn of
the twentieth century and, when the last of the Burkes
died in 1911, the land was divided up by the Congested
Districts Board and Holywell House became home to the
Healy family, remaining occupied until the 1970s.

The records typically kept in running a landed estate
don't survive for Holywell, and only brief, isolated
references exist to those who lived there and those with
whom they interacted. Bearing this in mind, what
follows is an attempt at a history of this small landed
estate and its owners. Part one takes the story from the
1620s, when the Dillons were first documented here,
down to the death of Edmond Dillon in 1801. Its
subsequent division into three smaller estates and the
story of the Burkes will be covered in part two next year.

17" Century

The Dillons of Holywell descended from Edmond Dillon
(died 1629), a brother of Theobald, the first Viscount
Dillon, but were landowners on a much smaller scale
than their titled relatives. They came from ‘Dillon’s
Country, north of Athlone, Co. Westmeath, and were
born in the mid-sixteenth century.

The Strafford Inquisition details that, as of the last day
of June 1625, Edmond Dillon 1* (d. 1629) was ‘the
reputed possessor or owner of the castle of Annagh with
10 small quarters of land thereunto adjoining, viz. the '
qr of Tobber [part of Hazelhill]; the %2 gr of Clunblingge
[Cloonbullig]; the qr of Caldragh [part of Hazelhill]; the qr
called Carrowpicolt [Pattenspark]; the qr called
Carrownarnane [unidentified]; the gr called Carrowkeile
[Carrowkeel]; the qr called Carrownebarnedrigge
[Woodpark]; the gr of Derrinoghter [Derreens], the gr of

Derrinighter [Lisduff and Agloragh]; the qr called
Carrowencoller [Holywell Upper]; and the %2 gr of Annagh
[probably Churchpark and part of Holywell Lower]. He also
owned ‘the castle and town' and corn mill of Ballyhowley
in Knock parish and the adjoining townlands of Killeen,
Eskerymorilly and Cloonlavis.'

The site of ‘the castle of Annagh’ is not known for
certain, although it was somewhere within Dillon’s
Holywell estate. A seventeenth century map shows a
church symbol alongside the text ‘Annagh’ about where
the old church ruins are in Churchpark and it seems that
this was an earlier name for that townland and the place
from which the parish takes its name.? Hubert T. Knox,
writing in 1911 about earthworks in the Ballyhaunis
area, described a number of features in Cloonbullig,
including traces of an earthen rampart in a field then
known as ‘Parkacashlaun’ — Pairc an Caisledn. He also
says that, ‘On rising ground, 100 yards to the north, part
of a small castle stood within living memory. He further
wrote that, ‘A low wooded mound, 200 yards east of St.
Patrick’s Well, is known as “The Castlegrove”, but since
there was apparently no trace of stone-work, dismissed
any possible significance with the comment, “As any little
strongly built stone house of ancient date is called a
castle, the name does not imply great importance.”
Could the last mentioned be the site of Annagh Castle?
It certainly was close enough for its stones to be re-used
in the building of Holywell House years later, and
relatively close to Churchpark to be called ‘Annagh’

All this speculation aside, this Edmond Dillon is
associated with Ardnagragh Castle, Drumraney, Co.
Westmeath, so might never actually have lived in ‘the
castle of Annagh' - he was its ‘possessor or owner), not
necessarily its occupier. He married Susan O’Ferrall and
it was their son Bartholomew who was the first of the
family to settle west of the Shannon. On 13" June 1627,
two years before he died, Edmond conveyed his Mayo
estate to his son Bartholomew Dillon who is named as
proprietor in 1641.* Lodge's Peerage of Ireland states that
he settled in ‘Ballacowla’ (Ballyhowley), that he was a
‘judge itinerant of Connacht in the reigns of James [ and
Charles I’ (i.e. 1603-49) and that he lost two-thirds of his
estate in the Cromwellian settlement.’ His name occurs
amongst those landowners in the barony of Costello who
were transplanted within the barony, being decreed 316
Irish acres in the parish of Annagh. Confusingly, his



rebuked by Fr. Jordan for some misdemeanour, passed
this information to the soldiers who lay in wait for the
priest and killed him in cold blood as he said Mass.
Perhaps the bride was a daughter of Bartholomew’s? But
of her, nothing more is known, nor of the suggested
kinship between Fr. Jordan (whose original name was
Walter) and the Dillons.”

Bartholomew married Mary O’Kelly and they had a
son Edmond Dillon (2*) who is said to have ‘settled at
Lisduffe, in county of Mayo, where he was living in
1692.* This is likely to be Lisduff beside Holywell,
although it’s not clear where exactly his house was. He
married Miss Dillon of Clonbrock, Ahascragh, Co.
Galway, and they had least two sons and two daughters:
Lucas (his heir), Theobald (who remained in Lisduff},
Margaret and another daughter (name unknown).
Margaret Dillon married Walter Jordan of Island Castle
in 1692 and their son was the last of that family — Myles
Jordan, known in local folklore as ‘Myles Bacach'?

Lucas Dillon was the first of the family described as,
‘of Holywell. He married Juliana Browne of The Neale
and they had ten in family, the names of four of whom
are known: Barbara (married firstly, John Dillon of
Mannin in 1721, and secondly, Christopher Bellew of
Mountbellew), Edmond 3™ (his heir), Josias (married
Mary Dillon of Mannin) and Joseph who lived at
Kilkelly; the other six, whose names are unknown,
included four daughters - Mrs. Hynde, another who was
unmarried and two more who were nuns; along with

Lucas' son Edmond Dillon 3™ (died 1777) succeeded
his father at Holywell. He married twice: firstly, Jane
Blake of Coolcon (near Garrymore), Co. Mayo; and
secondly, Eleanor Lyster of Corkip (near Brideswell), Co.
Roscommon. In the second marriage at least one son and
four daughters were born: Edmond 4% (his heir);
Elizabeth (married Hugh Kelly of Creggane, Ahascragh,
Co. Galway); Eleanor (married Andrew Higgins of
Claremorris and later of Galway); Julia (married Robert
Browne of Ellistron, Kilmaine); and Barbara (married
Edmond Conry of Hermitage, Co. Roscommon). In 1757
Edmond (3") advertised part of the estate to be let for
twenty-one years: see below."

’1“0 be LET, for 21 Years from the fieft of May next,

the Iollomgg lands, lyingand being in the Barony
of Coft-llo and County of Mayo, Part of the Eftate of
Bdmond Dillon, Efg; of Hollywell in faid County, viz.
Lifduff 220 Acres Arable and 59 Acres of Pafturabie Bog
and River fide, Carrownedon 200 Acres Arable and 70
Acres ol Paftorable Bog, Carrowkeil 135 Acres Arable
and 40 Acres of Bog and Mountain, Gurtindrifagh 160
Acres Arableand 100 Acres of dry Mountain, Cloonbul-
loge 50 Acres Arable and 69 Acres of dry Bog, Carrow-
ngfl.ldm 77 Acres Arable and 5o Acres of goud Bog and
River fide, and 44 Acres of choice Mountain, Lecarrow-
intobber, Part of Ballyhsvnis, 65 Acres Arable and 20
Acres of Mountain ; the above lands are fit tor every ule a
Farmer chutes, and are a Fuat rt of them Meadow.
Propofals to be received by {aid Edmond Dillon at Holly-
well untill the 1oth Day of April next.

From Pue's Occurrences, 22nd Feb. 1757.
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Letters

The next owner of Holywell, and son of Edmond 3™, was
Edmond Dillon 4* (died 1790s). He married Bridget
Cormack of Mullinmore, Crossmolina and they had just
one son, yet another Edmond - no. 5. In addition to his
Holywell estate, Edmond 4" held the townlands of
‘Claghnagh, Cherryfield, Devliss, Knockbrack and
Currys’ - 914 acres, 2 roods and 13 perches (Irish
plantation measure), which he leased from his distant
kinsman Viscount Dillon in 1781, for thirty-one years,
at ayearly rent of £160 sterling."” However, the lease was
re-assigned not long afterwards.

A handful of letters written by Edmond 4" survive
from the period 1767-1777."* Written to his cousin
Michael Bellew of Mountbellew, they deal mostly with
financial matters and show that the Dillons, like many of
the minor Catholic gentry in the West 250 years ago,
were better-off than most, but never far from debt. There
are glimpses into everyday life, though, and this small
family unit - Ned, Biddy and ‘the child’ - emerge from
the letters as real people with real hopes and concerns.

The first is dated 16™ Nov. 1767. ‘Ned’ contracted a
Mr. Ward to build him a chaise (carriage), but he
explained to his cousin that the carriage-maker told him
it was finished only to be painted, and that it would be
ready in three weeks. Dillon urged Bellew to put
pressure on Ward and make sure he (Bellew) could bring
the completed chaise with him the next time he visited
Holywell. Evidently, Bellew planned going to Dublin
and, later in the letter, Dillon makes a request on behalf
of his wife: “I inclose you a letter to Finly the mercer in
Parliament Street and pray you'll bring me a cupple of the
newest fashioned silks for Biddy, as much as will make a
neglegee and petticoat of each, Go as far as forty pounds for
them but for the difference of five pounds bring what is most
fashanable Andrew Finlay of Parliament Street, Dublin
was a dealer in the latest fashions and fabrics at that time.

In a letter dated 1* May 1768, Edmond Dillon wrote
of his wife: “Biddy was pretty well until this day. She seems
to be a little feverish and has a great headache. This has been
a great disappointment to her as she propose'd to herself vast
happinefs in shortly seeing her friends in the County Gallway
which she has much longed for.” Bridget came from near
Crossmolina, but her Galway connections were through
her mother who was Mary Blake of Doonmacreena (near
Irishtown) whose family later lived in Oranmore, Co.
Galway.

Another letter, dated 1% Sept. 1771, begins: “Dear
Mick. I wd have answered your letter from Dublin but
expected to lave town every day for a fortnight after I recd.

T

it, and hoped to have the pleasure of seeing you at Mt. Bellew
in my way, but was delayed at Newpark where we paid a visit
a cupple of days longer than we expected, and then the great
longing we had to see the child made us resolve to push for
home, and made the journey in one day.” He closes, “Until I
see you, I am, Dear Mick, with duty to my aunt, love to Mrs.
Bellew and the children, in which Biddy joyns, yours most
affectionately, Edmd. Dillon.” The Dillons had been in
Dublin and hoped to visit Mountbellew on their way
home, but were delayed at Newpark (near Kiltoom), Co.
Roscommon, where Edmond’s mother’s people - the
Lysters — then lived.

The last letter in the collection is dated 7" April 1777
and was written in Toulouse, France. The various landed
Dillon families had many connections with France at this
time, but the letter reveals nothing of the circumstances
of the Holywell family’s visit there. Edmond writes that
the recent deaths of his father (Edmond 3*) and his
brother-in-law obliges him, "...te bring my family to
Ireland much sooner than I wish." It outlines his proposed
itinerary and makes an interesting reference to the house
in Hazelhill which appears to have been used in the
family about that time. “I therefore sett out for Bordeaux
the 13" of the month, expect with God's afsistance to arrive
in Cork about ye 25 where I shall stay a few days, as the house
of Hazelhill is intirely naked and that you may be certain |
will not bring much money from France.” Asking his cousin
for financial help he continues, “I cannot well go home
without sending some kind of furniture before me. You will
direct to me at Mr. Martin French's, Cork. Biddy and the
child are thank God very well and joyn me in aff. Love to you
and all the family. I am, Dear Mick, Yours most sincerely,
Edm?* Dillon”

Not much is known about the house at Hazelhill, but
both it and Holywell are marked as Dillon residences on
Taylor & Skinner’s ‘Maps of the Roads of Ireland’
(1778)."* It probably stood where buildings are shown on
the 1838 OS map, about where Madden’s is today, but
all traces were gone by the late 1800s. It seems to have
been occupied at different times by members of the
Holywell family. Messrs. Dillon of Hazelhill and Lung
(Ballaghaderreen) were 'kin’ of the Misses Jane and
Elizabeth Mary Dillon of Cottage and were amongst
those who rallied to support them in a land dispute in
1786." Edmond Dillon 4" is described in different deeds
from 1791 as ‘of Hazelhill’ and ‘of Hollywell’; while
Edmond 5% is given as ‘of Hazelhill' in 1800 and ‘of
Hollywell’ in 1801. By 1802 it was the home of Henry E.
Taaffe."”

The Court of Chancery Bill Books contain indexed
references to a case in 1788-89 involving Edmond Dillon



as their private demesne (as the Burkes did later) farming
cattle, sheep and tillage. With no shortage of people,
labour was cheap. Like their nineteenth century
successors, some of the estate was probably leased as
large grazing farms, notably in Derreens and Lisduff,
while other farms were held ‘at will’ or on short leases
by groups of partnership tenants and smallholders, asin
Gurteen and Woodpark. Sadly, nothing is recorded of
these ordinary people, the tenants of the Holywell estate,
in or before the eighteenth century.

Edmond the younger
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On 18" July 1800 Edmond Dillon 5" given as ‘of
Hazelhill’, leased the townland of Churchpark to Fr.
Peter Waldron, then P.P. of Annagh and Bekan, for the
annual rent of £62. 2s. 7%d. There were thirty-seven
(Irish) acres of good land plus one rood and sixteen
perches of waste, along with the right to cut turf in ‘the
bog of Baracholare, which may be part of ‘Collere’ an old
name for the present Holywell Upper.?

Politics, law and order

As landlords and establishment figures, the Dillons were
expected to take an active interest in politics and to
uphold law and order. Edmond 4™ was entered on the
Catholic Qualification Rolls in August 1779 when he
took an oath of loyalty and allegiance to the King and
promised, ‘to promote peace and industry in the
kingdom.® This way, he could carry on business
unhindered by the restrictions of the penal laws, even
though he was a Catholic.

It was probably young Edmond 5% (here called
‘Edward’) who was a co-signatory, with many other
Mayo landlords, of a letter dated 7 Jan. 1792 to the Lord
Lieutenant asking for further repeal of laws affecting
Catholics,* and was one of the Mayo representatives at
the Catholic Convention which assembled in Dublin on
3 December of that year.* On 20® Apr. 1793, he took
the same oath as his father did fourteen years earlier and
was entered on the Catholic Qualification Rolls.*® Three
days later, on 23 Apr. 1793 he took the ‘test’ or pledge
of the Dublin Society of United Irishmen, though it’s not
known if he became an active member.”

Nationalist feelings intensified in the aftermath of the
French Revolution (1789), leading to the growth of the
United Irishmen and the development of secret societies
throughout the country. Viscount Dillon (distant cousin
of the Holywell family) and the biggest landlord in the
barony of Costello, convened a meeting of prominent
landholders and residents of the barony, at Loughglynn
on 27 Nov. 1794. Resolutions were passed to support
the law and help to bring offenders to justice. Amongst
the sixty signatories were father and son, Edmond
Dillon, senior and junior.”® In May 1796, Edmond
(probably no. 5) conveyed to Lord Dillon, several
threatening letters written by members of the ‘Ribbon
Men', one of the new secret societies then active in East
Mayo. Amongst their threats was to burn the town of
Ballyhaunis and kill members of the yeomanry, vowing
that they would “..no longer obey the tyrant Dillon’
(referring to the Viscount).”” Later that same year, Lord
Dillon formed the Loughglynn Cavalry, a militia drawn
from the local landed gentry. Interestingly, the name

i

Edmond Dillon doesn't feature on the list of recruits at
its establishment on 28™ Dec. 1796, which leads one to
wonder what if any part he played two years later in the
events of 17987

The Will

Edmond Dillon (5*) made his will on 10* Oct. 1801, and
died later that month, possibly in Dublin, In addition to
his Holywell estate, he left houses in Galway city and a
farm in Carrowbrown on the outskirts. For all its detail,
some questions are left unanswered. He refers to one
Mary Kirwan as his ‘late wife, suggesting she was then
deceased. There’s no record of any such marriage and, if
there was, it seems that they had separated since, just two
months earlier, he had granted an annuity of £36. 2s. 6d
to one ‘Mary Kirwin, late of the town of Galway, but then
of the city of Dublin, widow". It's possible that the validity
of the marriage was in question as, in a deed of 1818, it
is declared that this Edmond Dillon died, “...intestate,
unmarried and without issue.” The will was registered in
the Registry of Deeds the following 16™ Mar. 1802,
suggesting that there were concerns it might be
contested.”

Dillon appointed Theobald Mahon as his executor.
Mahon lived at Castlehill near Crossmolina and was
married to Edmond’s aunt Mary Cormack, to whom
Dillon left £2000. He left £1000 each to their daughters
Catherine, Bridget and Mary Mahon, and an unspecified
amount to their son Richard. He left £1000 to John
Dillon, son of John Dillon (deceased) of Athlone. To each
of his aunts on his father's side — Elizabeth Kelly, Eleanor
Higgins and Barbara Conry - he left £200; and £500 to
his cousin Arthur Browne of Ellistran (son of another
paternal aunt, Julia Dillon).

He appointed his cousin, Coll Dillon, heir to his
estate, “after ... debts and legacies be paid and to be my heir
to the remainder without law or trouble, if any should be, I
leave him £2000 sterling...” Along with other concerns, he
made over to Theobald Mahon his title of houses in
Galway city and the farm in Carrowbrown that he held,
“in right of my late wife Mary Kirwan and under the will of
her brother Revd, Patk. Kirwan", making provision for him
to support “Mr. Dillon at the election”*

A number of smaller bequests were made: "I leave my
Nurse £50and ten pounds to each of her children, and £20to
Tim Cain, and £10to Ellen Campbell. I leave the poor friars
of Ballyhauness ten pounds each in the cause of charity and
to pay any of them any money I may owe them.” All his debts
in Ballyhaunis and elsewhere, “at Mrs. Hughes, my nurse’s,
the convent”, were to be dealt with by his “"Aunt Mahon."
And he stated: “If I die in Ireland I wish to be buried in



of whom Edmond had named as cash

beneficiaries in his will. Another aunt on his father’s side
mentioned in the will, Mrs. Barbara Conry and her
husband both died shortly after Edmond.**

In 1803 one John Dillon of ‘the city of Londonderry’
(probably the ‘son of John Dillon of Athlone’ to whom
Edmond left £1000 in his will) secured a loan from his

the witnesses to that document, executed on 21* Oct.
1818, was one John Burke of Marlborough St., in the city
of Dublin, gent., one of the attorneys’ He it was too who
lodged the document with the Registry of Deeds one
month later. Ten years later this same John Burke was
living in Holywell House with his family, owners of the
estate over which they would preside for the next eighty


















Ballyhaunis Table Tennis Club

Pavel Cervenak

Passers-by on Main Street have become accustomed to
the rhythmic thwack of plastic ping-pong ball on ball,
punctuated by sharp squeals of rubber soles on polished
floor. The sounds are to be heard every Monday and
Wednesday evenings when the only table tennis club in
Mayo meets at the Community Hall on Main Street.

It's been six years since the club moved its tables from
Kilkelly in the car trailer towed by club coach Shay
O'Reilly who had moved west several years earlier after
a life in the Dublin construction trade. The club’s staying
power is down to a combination of Shay’s persistence,
and capacity for encouragement of newer players,
alongside club chairperson Mark Godfrey's ability to
bring in the funds that keep the club going.

I myself am thirteen and coming to the club has been
a great way of meeting and making friends. The coach
Shay is very friendly and considerate towards me and
the other members. Shay always teaches every new
member that joins the club and introduces them to new
friends. I live around the corner from the hall, in St.
Gerald's Court, with my family which is originally from
the Czech Republic.

Another constant presence at the club Monday and
Wednesday night meetings is Eriks Dunkurs, a carpenter
who sees the sport as ‘great exercise. Eriks has been
twelve years in Ballyhaunis and regrets he didn't find the
table tennis club sooner. “If only I'd known about it, I'd
have been here for years!” said Eriks, who played the
sport growing up in the Latvian capital Riga and takes
his son along after finishing work at a Swinford furniture
manufacturers.

Second year student at Ballyhaunis Community
School, Pavel Cobzaru is Moldovan-Irish and playing
table tennis since he was nine years old. An athletic
teenager, Pavel likes coming to table tennis, “because it's
fun. You don’t have to use all your energy like you do in
basketball or Gaelic football.” More of his school friends
would come, “but they don't live in Ballyhaunis.”

One who makes the trip in from Bekan for the ball
game is Patrick Culliney, a leaving cert student guided
to the club by teacher Paul Ryan. “We were encouraged
in our final year to try something new, like a sport, and
Mr. Ryan told me about table tennis. I love it, it's such a
friendly atmosphere in a lovely hall and it’s a great sport.”

The club welcomes players of all ages and we've
invited the men’s sheds in both Ballyhaunis and
Cloonfad to join us. One of our more experienced
players, Steve Hale, came back to table tennis in 2021
after a fifty-year break. “I used to play it in Leeds when |
worked at Leeds City Transport where there was a very
big league,” he explains. Steve played a range of sports
while running his own business after his five-year career
on the Leeds bus network. Now retired and living in
Granlahan, he'’s hoping to see more retirees joining him
at the Ballyhaunis Table Tennis Club. “Table tennis is
great exercise for everyone, no matter what your level.”
Steve’s skill and enjoyment of the game in his late sixties
are hopefully a model for others to follow. He believes
the easy pleasures of smartphones and social media have
diminished the appetite for sports like table tennis, or
maybe there’s too much choice. “Maybe the internet has
killed interest, but also there are so many different sports
now and some of these used to be elitist. Tennis used to
be elitist but now lots of people play it, as it’s more
accessible through school”

The club’s senior player and its mentor, Shay O'Reilly,
has purchased a house in Redford. He’s keen for more
locals of all ages to join. “Our officers are Garda vetted
and the club is affiliated to the national federation, Table
Tennis Ireland. We charge annual membership of €10
and €3 for every two-hour session. It's great value.” So,
if you're passing the Community Hall and hear the table
tennis ball on bat come on in and say hello!

Contact the club via our Facebook page or call
087 9777899.

‘Table Tennis is a sport for people of all ages,
abilities and backgrounds
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Down One Side and Up the Other
Main Street, Ballyhaunis, Late 1950s (Part 1)

Christina Johnston (Erriff)

A postcard view of Main Street in the 1950s, featuring Dillon's iconic gable, painted by Tom Barry.
Originally published by Flatley's, Main Street.

In this age of drones, twirling turbines and electric
noiseless cars, it refreshes me to reflect back to the late
1950s when, as a ten-year-old, | regularly walked to town
with my mother. She was never comfortable cycling and
we both enjoyed the walk from Erriff and often treated
ourselves to a trip home in a hackney car with Tommy
Flatley, PD Freeley or George O’Malley, all long at rest
with the Lord.

[ recall in those days Ballyhaunis started with Pat
Hughes' bungalow at the top of the Tooraree Road on
the left, with Greene’s and Guard Kelly's large houses on
the right. [ will take you on a trip which I will name
‘Down One Side and Up the Other’. I am so grateful to
have received wonderful, detailed information from
Eamonn Murren who was able to recall and name almost
every house. [ have decided to refer only to the houses
that were prominent for me as a child.

I recall Ms. Annie Freeley and Stensons. Tommy
Stenson was the sacristan at the parish church. Next was
Martin and Mrs. Flatley and their daughter Moira. Andy
Egan NT lived in the big house where Loughrans now
reside. The next terrace started with Gus Levins and
family and further down was the home of Guard

McNaught and family, Sergeant and Mrs. Nally, Jim and
Rita Forde and family, Smyth’s and Curley’s private
residence.

Kenny's woodwork assembly shop was a fascinating
place, especially when the ass-carts with their rubber-
tyred wheels emerged and [ hoped that my father might
rise to the latest model next time. I remember Johnny
McGuire from Ballindrehid, a master craftsman proudly
displaying the wonderful bright orange and blue brand-
new model. Sadly, with progress over the years, carts
have become obsolete and the business has long closed
down.

Next was the short terrace where a small number of
the same families still live. Morans, Cullineys and Mrs.
Waldron and daughter Carmel were all neighbours there.
A cluster of shops followed, Mulhern’s, Shryane’s and a
favourite for us young people, Tom and Noreen
Hopkins’ These shopkeepers knew us all by name and
were all so good-humoured and friendly. Later, as
teenagers, this was our assembly point where each
evening we enjoyed Flash and Macaroon Bars, Penny
Toffees, Perry Crisps and Choc-ices. We also had fun
eyeing-up the boys from St. Patrick’s College and the



Vocational School and many dates were arranged for the
cinema and the local céilis. | often took home shopping
for Mrs. Finn of Erriff and Mrs. Lannon of Derrymore,
who had a young family at the time. Ending the terrace
were M.A. ‘Mult’ Waldron’s Insurance and Greeley’s.

The next terrace (the other side of the junction with
Doctor’s Road) included P.D. Freeley’s hackney business,
other private houses and ended with Larry Moran's “The
White Horse public house. Down the side of this terrace
was Moran’s Terrace and further in, “The Dardanelles’
where our neighbour The Dancer Waldron rented an
upstairs room for two-shillings a week and Mrs. Keegan,
a well-known lady and a rather colourful character was
also a resident. The Tailor Hopkins, Tom Barrett, the
Devaneys and Town-Crier Tom Sharkey were some of
the others who all lived here for very many years.
Tommy Flatley, an ardent Republican, Irish dancer, and
hackney driver lived in one of the two-storey houses
opposite the church, The sturdy and ageless residence
owned by Tom Freeley and still largely unchanged, stood
with grace and majesty.

The Parochial Hall, occupying its own site, was a very
popular gathering place, much used as a cinema, snooker
and billiards hall, a venue for meetings and for céili
dances. My brother Paddy enjoyed many a John Wayne
western there for a one shilling admission. The hall has
been recently refurbished and continues to be a great
asset to the town and is used for various meetings,
community events, celebratory functions, political
meetings and so on.

Main Street

As you continue towards The Square, the next block
began with Pat, Joe and Luke Tighe’s shoe repair
business. The Tighe brothers hammered away at their
lasts daily and were highly respected men and craftsmen
by their customers and by all who knew them. Tommy
and Eamonn Phillips’ butcher shop did a thriving trade.
They both attended the local fair days sourcing top class
animals for their quality meat products. Eamonn’s son
Pat proudly continues the business in his impressive,
modern shop where, having moved with the times and
catering for modern tastes, one can order burgers, stir-
fries, chicken Maryland, beef Stroganoff as well as the
traditional prize steaks, roasts of beef and lamb.

Another Phillips, though no relation, Paddy Phillips
busily operated his public house next door. Before Paddy
bought the premises it was known as “The Cape of Good
Hope, named by a previous owner who had spent time
in South Africa. Paddy and his wife Una were very
popular and welcoming to all customers. Sadly, the pub,
like so many others in Ballyhaunis and throughout the
country, served its last pint and we bade a fond farewell
in 2022.

Shoes are always a necessity and next door was
Neary's shop. Phyllis Neary married Charlie Phillips, a
brother of Paddy. Their children have expanded the
business and now operate outlets in Ballyhaunis and
Claremorris as well as online sales. Tom and Mrs.
Murphy, Eddie’s parents, also ran a pub with help from
their daughters Miriam and Rita. This was one of the

Upper Main Street in the 1960s. First published in Annagh 1987.
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first chip shops, along with Mrs. Glynn's of Clare Street,
that I can recall in the town.

Mike McGreal’s was a different type of shop. This
was a popular haunt especially for the teenage boys.
Here, they would gather regularly and drink Thwaite’s
red lemonade, enjoy ice cream, Scots Clan, liquorice
sweets and Bon-Bons. Tess Kelly owned the last shop on
this block. Tess was a charming and generous lady with
her own band of loyal customers. Tess married Eddie
McHugh, her motor-factor neighbour from across the
street.

Businesses

Two thriving and very successful businesses start off
the next section of our journey towards the centre of the
town. These were Caulfield's and Byrne’s. Both were Egg
Merchants and Exporters and also ran licensed premises.
Pakie Caulfield was also a prominent auctioneer and
presided over many sales of landholdings and the
striping of land, a common exercise by the Land
Commission in the 1950s. Pakie and his wife (née
Greally) had a beautiful daughter Bridget Mary who
passed away while only in her early forties. Bridget
married local photographer Jack Halpin and two of their
six children, John and Héléne are popular residents in
Ballyhaunis. Jack and his eldest daughter Mary ran
Halpin's Bar for a number of years. Mickey Moran was
the family’s devoted, lifelong egg-lorry driver, friend and
employee.

John and Bridie Byrne also ran a very busy egg
business with lorries driven by local men who made
almost daily trips to the Dublin market. Jimmy Hickey
and Mick Biesty were two of the drivers that I can recall,
Byrne sons, Mike and Val, operated the travelling shop
and bar and both were greatly liked by their many
customers. It's nice to see the name Val's’ (only recently
deceased, RIP) still over the door of the former Byrne’s
premises which remains a very busy bar and restaurant.
Another son, Tommy Byrne, operated his dental practice
from an adjacent private house.

Lynch Motors and Garage, owned by Bertie Lynch,
held the Ford Dealership for many years. It was here that
dear Billy Rochford of Cullintra cut his entrepreneurial
teeth. Billy later courageously started his own business
in the motor industry and secured the agency for
Mitsubishi. The success of this business speaks for itself,
Now run by Billy and Nell Rochford’s son Liam, he has
added the Seat and Opel dealerships to his business on
the Knock Road for his customer base in Mayo,
Connacht and beyond.

Long gone but not forgotten was Kate and Mercy
Flatley's Café. Noted for its wholesome lunches and teas,
local shop-boys and girls dined daily here and discussed

T

trade, romance and all the local gossip of the day. To the
great surprise and sadness of all, Kate and Mercy
emigrated to Australia to make a new life there with
Kate's other daughters Mary and Betty, all now deceased,
RIP.

Michael A. Fahey and family were the proprietors of
a drapery shop and also stocked Foxford blankets and
made curtains to order. Michael promoted quality items
and brands. My mother bought my first pair of Start-Rite
shoes here, ignoring my pleas for Hornpipes. I was sent
in to purchase Long-Johns for my father’s wintertime
comfort, much to my teenage embarrassment.

A busy newsagent, Joe Flatley's, was located around
the centre of this long block. You were always
guaranteed a laugh in Flatley's where sharp-tongued Rita
frequently directed colourful humour at customers and
daughter ‘Maryeen. Sean Corcoran and his wife
Alacoque (Lynch) ran a nice café during daytime business
hours. This is now the location of Main Street Veterinary
Practice and Animal Centre.

Sonny Phillips and his brother, known as Yank, ran a
public house and lived next door to Captain Lyons. Their
sister Tilly McQueeney ran a popular sweet shop across
the street. | always went to her for my Christmas box of
delicious chocolates. James Lyons’ large premises
remains largely unchanged and has recently changed
hands. It was reputed that a customer once asked for an
orange and a blade for a scythe in Captain Lyons’ How
about that for versatility and product range! James Lyons
was a lovely quiet-spoken gentleman from whom I
regularly purchased gut hooks, line and bait for our
fishing escapades — here you can perceive even more
diversity of items stocked in Captain’s.

The Cribbin family, Tony and Mariah and their three
boys (Fr. J.J., Tony and Tom), were popular family
butchers and their staff members Mick McDonnell and
Michael Dinjo’ Cameron were legendary, known far and
wide. Pat Kilroy and Pat Keane (Kiltiboe) had a shoe
repair shop, a popular meeting place for local lads, next-
door to Edward Webb’s butcher shop. The Webb family
for generations has been closely associated with the
cattle trade and meat business in Ballyhaunis. A select
grocery shop, James Waldron'’s, supplied their many
customers with delicious rashers, sausages as well as
loose biscuits and loose grain that is no longer available
in shops. Their son Noel and his wife Mary ran the
business in more recent times and continued to serve
their many long-standing customers. James and Mrs.
Waldron were parents to three sons who became priests
Fr. Kieran, Fr. Jarlath and Fr. Peter. Their daughter
Patricia qualified as a Home Economics teacher and
taught in the local Vocational School and later in the
Community School.






From the Streets of Hanoi to the Shores of Thailand

my brother Shane (Luigi)

Healy, who was on his own travels, with Australia as his
final destination and a place where he would call home
for the foreseeable future. Hanoi had a lot to offer, with
stunning French-infused food and architecture. Crossing
the road was an experience in itself in Vietnam, with a
famous local saying: “red means go”

The next part of our trip was biking the famous Hai
Van Pass, which was featured on “Top Gear’ a few years
ago. It's known for its stunning views and for being the
longest mountain pass in Vietnam. We followed our
moped adventures further when we completed the
bucket-list-worthy Ha Giang Loop. This was the trip
highlight, taking an unforgettable three-day, 350km
round-trip adventure that led us through majestic
landscapes of pinnacle limestone cliffs, deep valleys and
traditional villages. One of the more memorable parts
was having lunch with the local, on-duty Kung Ho
policemen, who gave us delicious homemade food and
insisted I do seven shots of happy water’ (moonshine) in
honour of each member of the force. This had me testing
my backbone, similar to nights I've had in the Corner
Bar. Although there was a big language barrier, we
shared great laughs with the lads. Police Chief Mr. Linh
even asked if I knew Queen Elizabeth or Liverpool
dynamo Michael Owen. The cost of living is quite low,

100.,_; =~

allowing us to live like kings, with 20,000 dong beer (80
cents) and delicious two-course dinners costing 130,000
dong (€5).

To finish our time in Vietnam, we went to the city of
Ho Chi Minh, formerly known as Saigon. This city had
it all, certainly living up to its name as the ‘New York
City of Vietnam.' We visited the War Remnants Museum
and the Cu Chi Tunnels, which showed us the tactical
movements and traps of the Viet Cong that aided their
victory over the United States. These were both
horrifying and eye-opening experiences, detailing the
casualties of the war, but also something everyone
should see as a reminder for history not to repeat itself.
The most important thing I will take away from Vietnam
is the kindness and friendliness of the people and how
they made forgiveness a virtue after all they had been
through during the war. The smiles, gifts and the
welcoming into local family homes is something that
shows human nature at its best and something we could
all learn from.

Thailand
Next on the list was the Kingdom of Thailand, where
two Ballyhaunis men became six as we welcomed Eamon

Phillips, Adrian Phillips, Patrick Kiely and Joe Sutton on
our travels. Thailand brought something totally new to






Gabriel Smith

Creation. Violinists Ita Fahey and Moira Delaney provided an appropriate

musical accompaniment to the Season of Creation event.
Fr. Stephen Farragher P.P. welcomed everyone P

present and tl'!en said an opening prayer, after which a After this, Jenny Glynn, spoke about the Community
scripture reading was read by Rev. Xanthe Pratt. Garden remarking that it was such a fitting place to
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Samantha Cleary

Well, what a year (or two) it has been for our Parent
and Toddler group! After all the restrictions of Covid-
19 which forced its closure in March 2020 the toddler

perfect place for us to meet - light, airy and incredibly
warm! This group of parents also planned a very
successful paediatric first aid course which took place at
the end of September where eighteen parents/carers
attended a six-hour course led by Rose Ward from the
Irish Red Cross. This was funded by the Mayo Childcare
Committee grant we had received this year, We also had
a day trip to Rascals in Kiltimagh to celebrate the end of
the academic year; the toddlers had a super time on the
soft play area and eating all the snacks!

The group reopened in September 2023 and as usual






Ballyhaunis Revisited

Ronan Thomas

Childhood Holidays in
Ballyhaunis 1970s

this became Nicholson’s Pub and in 2023 it is under
refurbishment. Mary Monica Byrne was born there on
9th August 1938 and baptised on 16th August at the
nearby St. Patrick’s Church. She was the youngest of four
sisters — Noreen, Hannah, Rita and Monica. Sadly, she
never knew her father, who died before she was born,
and her mother died when she was just twelve years old.
Thereafter, she grew up in Ballyhaunis and Mannin
where she described happy holidays in the early 1940s
with her sisters at her mother’s childhood farm (see
‘Monica’s Mannin, Annagh 2010). She was educated, along
with her sisters Hannah and Rita, at the Convent
National School, Abbey Street. The school was
administered and run by the Mercy Sisters and teaching
staff of the nearby St. Joseph’s Convent (opened 1898,
closed 1995). The Byrne siblings gained their leaving
certificates in the 1950s. Monica and Hannah - like so
many of their generation — then left the town for London
and the USA, respectively.

Monica was recruited to train as a nurse in the UK's
National Health Service. In 1957, she took the ferry to
Liverpool and travelled by steam train to London, She
saw through the train window the industrial grime of
post-war Crewe, Cheshire, and the approach to the
metropolis for the first time, It was a world away from
County Mayo, but she was young and the future
beckoned. She commenced her studies and placements
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at Croydon Hospital during 1957-58. She did not
complete her training, but her medical appreciation
nevertheless equipped her for a later position at the
Middlesex Hospital (University of London), as medical
secretary to a psychiatrist. Monica soon found her feet
in 1950s London and worked in the city centre in the
Shaftesbury Hotel WC2 and for a solicitors’ practice on
Portland Place W1. She lived in Hampstead and Maida
Vale, before meeting my father, Gareth Thomas, and
marrying at the Church of Our Lady, Lisson Grove in
July 1961. She spent the next fifty years in London, with
regular trips home and to the USA. My sister Helen and
I were born in St. John's Wood and lived in Maida Vale
before moving to the family home in Beckenham,
Greater London. It was from here that we travelled to
Ireland on holiday in the 1970s.

Free range in Ballyhaunis

1970s Ballyhaunis appeared a place of total freedoms to
me. My father Gareth (a History lecturer), my mother,
my sister and I travelled to Ireland by ferry from
Holyhead in a white Renault 4. We made visits to
Ballyhaunis in 1972, 1973 and 1976. It was the era of
Taoiseach Liam Cosgrave in Ireland and Prime Ministers
Edward Heath and James Callaghan in Britain. Both
Ireland and Britain had recently entered the European
Economic Community (EEC), forerunner of today’s






This year, 2023, I returned to Ballyhaunis after

forty-seven years, to pay my respects at my mother
Monica's grave, where her ashes are interred in the
family plot (in Ballyhaunis Cemetery). She died in
London in July 2013. It was also an opportunity to see
my Aunt Rita after many years, and her offspring who
live locally. As I stood beside the plot’s grey Celtic cross
and inscribed memorial, as light rain began to fall, 1
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These days, Ireland is a longstanding and enthusiastic
member of the EU and Eurozone (from 2002). Aunt Rita
chose flowers for my mother from Delaney’s Garden
Centre on Bridge Street, paid for in Euros, not the Punta
and Pingin (of my childhood memory).

It was extraordinary to see for the first time the
weathered grey stone buildings of the former primary






A Journey Through the Years

Lindsey Clark

In the hallowed pages of The Catholic Virginian
newspaper, dated 9th May 1975, there lies a captivating
story about a charismatic young priest named Fr,
Vincent Keane, The headline reads, “Gospel of Jesus
Comes Alive in Children's Liturgy.” The article describes
a moment in time when Fr. Keane, then an Associate
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memorable day in Falls Church, Having been assigned
to the Diocese of Richmond, VA, U.S.A,, he left his
parents, three brothers and one sister. Although Vincent
was excited about his future ministry, his family felt the
sadness of the physical distance between them. He often
tells the story about the last moment he looked back as



successful federally qualified health centers in the laughter and light to our family and Id like to extend
country. He has been an inspiration and a tireless my heartfelt gratitude to his family in Ireland for
champion, addressing the health needs of people with  sharing Vincent with us in America.

ANNAGH" H!

46th Edition, 2023



Michael Coen Memorial Meeting

Seamus Caulfield

The following are recently discovered minutes of a
meeting that took place in June 1970, during the
campaign to raise funds for and to erect a fitting
memorial to Michael Coen who was murdered
near his home in Lecarrow, Ballyhaunis, by crown
forces, 1st April 1921. We are indebted to Seamus
Caulfield, Chairman of the Michael Coen Centenary
Memorial Committee, for making them available to
the Annagh readership.

Seamus Coen (nephew) presided at the monthly
meeting of the Michael Coen Memorial Committee held
in The Eagle Bar and Restaurant on Thurs. night June 4th
at which there was a very large attendance. It was
announced that the fund for the memorial had now
reached over £390. It was decided to run a number of
functions to swell the memorial fund and the chairman
and vice-chairman, Mr. Michael Keegan, decided to
travel at their own expense to cities in England including
Birmingham, Manchester and Nottingham, etc. to
inaugurate fundraising campaigns amongst Irish clubs
and societies.

The memorial to the memory of Michael Coen will
be erected in his native village of Lecarrow, near
Ballyhaunis, and will be unveiled on the 1st of April next,
to mark the 50th anniversary of his death.

The Michael Coen memorial, unveiled in 1971 on the fiftieth
anniversary of his brutal death.
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The following poem was published in the issue of The
Mayo News dated 21st November 1921, seven months
after the brutal murder of Michael Coen by Crown
Forces. We are indebted to Mr. Tony McLoughlin,
Cloondace, Knock, a relative of the dead patriot, for the
elegy which follows:

The Star of Michael Coen

To God and country ever true
Your spirit knew no fear.

Your life cut short by tyrants’ hand
But manhood'’s flower just sown.
May God have mercy on your soul
Lamented Michael Coen.

They came in darkness in the night
All silent as the grave

To satisfy their passion

For the blood of Ireland’s brave.
On equal terms - man to man -
Well know we you'd have shown
The blood o' Erin's bravest sons
Was in you Michael Coen.

Dragged out from home and parents
Your fate you little knew.

But in your heart now beating fast
There nature’s fear it grew.

You walked to death - oh what an end!
Erect, uncovered and alone,

“Twas all a part of Ireland’s trial

Well knew you, Michael Coen.

You're gone but not forgotten.

Your earthly task is o'er.

You've left us but to join

The brave band gone before.

And there in Heaven your just reward
Before Almighty's throne

Shall shine resplendent for all time
The Star of Michael Coen.



Ballyhaunis Men’s Shed Association

This year we have carried out some essential repairs
- to our electricity supply in the Shed itself — and have
returned to normal after Covid. We were very happy to
have assisted the Ballyhaunis Animal Shelter through the
provision of a wooden garden bench for their visitors
and workers.

Some of the projects carried out in previous years
have included painting and repairs on communal town
facilities, Other examples of ongoing projects include
designing and making of picnic benches, flower planters,
bee hives, bird and bat boxes and other timber made
products.

The Ballyhaunis Men's Shed is always open to new
ideas and projects and would be only delighted to assist

available from the Men'’s Shed at 087 6168294

Over the last few years, the group has purchased
some new equipment thanks to the support of groups
like Mayo County Council. We have made and sold
garden benches, bird boxes, prepared bags of kindling
and carried out furniture restoration. We would also like
to acknowledge the support of groups like the Family
Resource Centre and the Abbey Partnership.

The following are the Ballyhaunis Men’s Shed officers
for 2023/2024. Chairperson: Jim Goulding; Treasurer:
Seamus Freeman; Secretary: Stephen Grogan.

Follow Ballyhaunis Men’s Shed Association on
Facebook.
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Ballyhaunis Defibrillator Group

Paula Grogan (Secretary)

October 2023 which provided Community First
Responder training to twelve local people. A big thank
you to Darren who voluntarily gives of his time for the
training classes and who is always so positive and
encouraging in our group.

There is now a need to upgrade the current
defibrillator devices located in our community as most
have been in use since 2009 and so a fundraising
initiative is currently taking place. Next January, seven
of our devices will need upgrading. We were delighted
to be approached by local runners from Ballyhaunis,
namely, Siobhdn Conlon, Alma Gallagher, Lisa McConn
and David McConn who kindly offered to run the
Dublin Marathon on Sunday, 29th October 2023 in
order to raise funds for our initiative. We are so happy
to have been chosen by them and delighted that it is they
who will be running the twenty-six miles, come rain, hail
or sunshine, for our cause! An i-Donate page on the
various social media platforms has been set up and, at
the writing, a sum of €5,320 has been raised through
numerous donations received on-line from people far
and wide. We are truly thankful to everyone for their
support.

As always, local businesses in Ballyhaunis have also
played their part in supporting our fundraiser with some
contributing towards the full cost of a defibrillator such
as SuperValu, Ballyhaunis, Fr. Stephen Farragher, St.
Patrick’s Church and Homecare Medical who have
donated a defibrillator device and a heated storage
cabinet. We are sincerely thankful for these large
donations. To date, other businesses have also made
donations of choice towards our cause namely EPS
Pumping & Treatment Systems, Agri-Spread
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International, Johnston Machinery, Eddie Murphy
Menswear, Major Equipment International Ltd., Grogan
Concrete. We sincerely thank these businesses for their
donations, We also received a generous donation from
the family of the late Tommie Carroll of Knox Street,
who sadly passed away suddenly in October 2022, We
will upgrade the defibrillator and storage cabinet located
at the 4-D’s premises together with a plaque in Tommie’s
memory. Thank you to Tom Forde for facilitating the
placement of the defibrillator device and plaque. We
offer our grateful appreciation to members of the Carroll
family for this generous donation. As a result of the
wonderful generosity from all those who gave financial
support, as at the date of this article, we have reached our
goal of raising €10,000.00 and we are truly delighted and
appreciative.

Defibrillators save lives. One could be needed to save
your life or that of a family member, a neighbour, friend
or work colleague. All contributions to our fundraiser
will be greatly appreciated and will help us to continue
to provide this valuable resource to the community.

Donations can be made by contacting any committee
member; or through our email address of:

ballyhaunisdefib@gmail.com

or by making a donation of choice on the i-Donate
page currently on all social media platforms.

Committee Members: Chairperson, Orla Moran;
Secretary, Paula Grogan; Treasurer, Mary Sykes. Manar
Cherbatji, Darren Conlon, Edel Conway, Marina Coyne,
Karl Coyne, Marie Cribbin, Mike Griffin, Aoife Keane,
Maura Kelly, Michael Kelly, Eddie Mulhern, Aideen
Murray, Rose Nolan.





















rs made excellent progress also and

ca@eted in sevreral Go Games fixtures against other







on the day John Glavey and Tadhg Morley. We also wish Senior Championship started in early September.
to thank John Prenty for hosting the event at the Centre  The championship consisted of Ballyhaunis, Tooreen,

of Excellence. Castlebar and newly formed St. Ciaran’s. St Ciaran's was
made up of players who competed in the Junior A and
Junior B Hurling Championship. We played Tooreen at

Parish League Teams 2023

Annagh-Cave. Back, L-R: Shaun Morley, Pakie Waldron, Vincent Healy, Stephen Nolan, Darren Coyne, Danny Hill, James Doyle, Cian Henry,

Disin Henry, Aidan Hill. Front, L-R: Vinnie Caulfield, Brian Waldron, Rob McCormack, Piarais Caulfield, Brendan Morrissey, Ciaran Griffin,
Enda Griffin. AK Photography.
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Brackloon. Back, L-R: Frank Browne, Ja Carney, Tadhg McGinty, Isaac Carroll, Clayton Nolan, Ruairi Finan, Aiden Fitzmaurice.
Front, L-R: Paul Carney, Hugh Carney, Aidan Sloyan, Brian Hunt, Cathal Carney, Neil Carney, Stephen Hoban, Padraic Carney.

Knockbrack. Back, L-R: Peter Higgins, Keith Higgins, David Hannan, Joseph Lyons (Skeaghard), Joe Lyons (Knockbrack), Sean Herr, Declan

Murphy, Derek Walsh, Robert Herr. Front, L-R: Johnny Burke, Shay Walsh, Morgan Lyons, Gary Higgins, James Lyons, Liam Herr, John Lyons.
Missing from photo: Micheal Og Lyons.

Doctor's Road. Back, L-R: Shane Healy, Karl Coyne, Brendan Rudden, Paul Finn, Will Nestor, Mark Phillips, Brian Flanagan, Denis Hogan,

Liam Rochford, Diarmuid Phillips, Tommy Gregan. Front, L-R: Conor Freeley, Kevin Gallagher, Seamus 0'Dwyer, Kevin Kilbride, Adrian Phillips,
Dara Healy, Eamonn Monaghan, Peter Healy, Vincent Freyne. Pictures AK Photography.




Gurteen. Back, L-R: Mike Henry, Pat Phillips, Conor Keane, Conor Henry, John Cunnane, David Cunnane, Adrian Brennan, Brian Mulrennan,
Conor Mulrennan, Geardid Keane, Ja Henry. Front, L-R: Marty Keane, Tomas Murphy, Padraic Murphy, Jack Madden, Eamonn Phillips, Cormac
Phillips, Kevin Moran.

Holywell. Back, L-R: Patrick Kiely, Niall Richardson, Eoin Ryan, Jason Coyne, J Richardson, Mike Dixon, P.J. Fleming, Joey Fahey, P.J. Moran
Front, L-R: Joe Freeley, Lee Dixon, Damian Kedian, Andrew Cunnane, Zouhir Rahmani, Micheél Richardson, Aiden Richardson, Kieran Kiely,
Jack Coyne.

Knock Road. Back, L-R: Paul Webb, Emmett Keane Jr., John Prenty, Kevin Nestor, John Gallagher, Ethan Keane, Calum Gardiner, Joshua
Webb, John Prenty, Daniel Murray, Fergal Kelly, Brian Murray, Craig Hughes. Front, L-R: Michedl Walsh, Kevin Morley, Fergal Walsh, Christy
McCrudden, Frankie Nolan, Niall Prenty, Eoghan Collins, Kieran McDermott. Pictures AK Photography.
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Lecarrow. Back, L-R: Kian Burke, Barry Cribbin, Jason McGoldrick, James Cribbin, Michael Jordan, Luke Walsh, Kevin Durkan, Declan Doyle
Front, L-R: Martin Finnegan, Joe Sutton, Jack McGoldrick, Paul Jordan, Sean Gildea, Sean Griffin, Darren Nolan. AK Photography.

Emmett Keane Jr. (left) presents the Keane Kitchens Cup to Herr brothers Liam and Sean Devlis/Knockbrack do battle with Kevin

winning captain Brian Hunt of the Brackloon team. Gallagher and Mark Philips of Doctor's Road. AK Photography.
AK Photography. AK Photography.
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Ballyhaunis Senior Hurling panel 2023. Captains: Adrian Phillips and Damien Keadin.

Back, L- R: Frank Browne, Gary Conway, J.P. Coen, Jack Coyne, Mark Phillips, Cormac Phillips, Sean Griffin, Kevin Kilbride, Donal O'Brien,

Eoghan Collins, Shaun Morley, Stephen Hoban, Eoin Ryan, Diarmuid Phillips, Danny Hill, Joe Flynn, Trevor Kelly, Tadhg Buckley, Adrian
Brennan, Kevin Morley, Lorcan Higgins, James Lyons.

Front, L-R: Micheal Walsh, Michael Farrell, Brian Hunt, Sean Gildea, Micheal Richardson, Eamon Phillips, Adrian Phillips, Kieran McDermott,
Patrick Kiely, Keith Higgins, Jason Coyne, Dara Healy, Hannan Igbal, Gearoid Keane, Damien Keadin, Christy McCrudden, Katelyn 0"Sullivan.
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Ballyhaunis Ladies Gaelic Football Association

Edel Kinsella & Anne Cunnane

This year the LGFA has seen great growth and positivity.  and U12 girls, as well as competing against other U10
The number of registered players continues to grow year  girls' teams. It’s truly been remarkable to witness the

Management, Coaches, Liaison Officers
and First Riders
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The U16 championship began with a home game against




What an incredible year 2022 was for the Ballyhaunis
LGFA Intermediate Ladies team! We proudly clinched
the treble, winning in the Memorial League, Division 3
League, and emerging as County Champions at Junior
level. Stepping up to Intermediate level was a thrilling
new chapter for our ladies. Our initial strides in the 2023
season were steady, adapting to the elevated pace of the
game. The Memorial League presented a slow burn for
us, but our team rose to the occasion. Confidence grew
with each game, as we continually aimed to enhance our
skills, gearing up for the upcoming league and champi-
onship matches.

The league was a test that allowed us to gauge our mettle
under the pressures of intermediate competition. Qur
backline showed remarkable improvement throughout
the season, while our midfield and forwards worked
tirelessly to keep us on an upward trajectory for 2023.
We secured a mid-table finish, an achievement worth
celebrating, We even qualified for the League Shield
final, where we faced the formidable Louisburgh, who
had been county finalists the previous season. It was a

nail-biter, with only one point separating us.

Our backroom team and players entered the next phase
with renewed confidence, bolstered by our league
performances and a full squad ready to give it their all.
We finished second in the group, just behind Moy
Davitts, and advanced to the semi-finals against the
strong MacHale Rovers from North Mayo in the semi-
final in Ardagh. Although the result didn’t go our way,
we are immensely proud of the commitment and
dedication displayed by our players throughout the year
and we eagerly anticipate the challenges that lie ahead in
2024,

A heartfelt “Thank You' goes out to our dedicated
backroom team, including John Joe Hoban, Michael
McLoughlin, Tom Colleran, Margaret Monaghan and
Lisa Carney, for their tireless efforts and unwavering
support throughout the season. Your hard work has been
the driving force behind our achievements and we could
not be more grateful.

With positivity and determination,
Declan Doyle, Ballyhaunis LGFA Intermediate Manager.






Ballyhaunis Golf Club

Kevin Garvey (Secretary)

for grant aid and develop the club within our financial
constraints.

This mention of ‘development’ leads us into our
second memory. The club successfully applied for sports
capital funding to develop the piece of waste ground
between the clubhouse and the road into a state-of-the-
art short game practice facility. DAR Golf from Wicklow
was commissioned to undertake the work on this project
and the finished article would not be out of place in
Adare Manor or The K-Club. The complex comprises
two chipping greens and a putting green as well as three
tee-boxes and a bunker. The car park was also extended
and fenced to accommodate the use of this area. Many
people were involved in the initial application for the
grant and in overseeing the project and we sincerely
thank them all.

and we shall be forever grateful to them all. Once the
irrigation project was complete this team of volunteers
began a revamp of our men’s locker room. The money
saved on labour costs of these and other projects around
the club meant that this work could be undertaken
where otherwise it would have to be put on the long
finger until income allowed, so thank you all very much
indeed.

Ballyhaunis Golf Club needed to replace its
greenkeeper in 2023 as Paul Charnock decided to return
to Scotland for personal reasons. However, the club was
fortunate that former club member and highly qualified
greenkeeper, Rody Kilbride, following interview and
consultation, was available and willing to take up the
position. We wish Rody the very best of luck in his new
role.

ANNAGH" 13

46th Edition, 2023






President, Ja Henry (left) and winner of the President's Prize, Shane  Lady Captain Deirdre Moran (left) presents her prize to winner Ann
Ganley, sponsored by Masterlift. Glynn's Photography. Curley. Glynn's Photography.




Glynn’s Photography Exhibition
National Heritage Week, 2023

Tommy Caulfield

National Heritage Week is a celebration of Ireland’s
natural, built and cultural heritage. The main aim of the
week is to promote awareness of our heritage, thereby
encouraging its conservation and preservation. All sorts
of events and projects are organised throughout the
country. As part of Heritage Week 2023 in Ballyhaunis,
Glynn’s Photography recalled the past fifty years with a
photographic review of the social, sporting, business,
educational and political life of the town and locality
during the period. The ‘Reeling in the Years’ style trip
down memory lane was sponsored by Communicare
and was presented by Patsy Glynn and Tommy Caulfield,
Over the course of the three-hour presentation more
than one thousand photographs were viewed and
discussed. The event was held in the newly refurbished
Community Hall (Parochial Hall) on Friday evening 18th
August 2023 and was very well attended.

Glynn's Photography is a photography company
based in Castlerea, Co. Roscommon, and is run by
husband-and-wife team Pat and Jenny Glynn, photog-
raphers with many years of photographic experience
between them. The company was established by Patsy’s
late father Pat Glynn in 1953. On Glynn's Historical
Photography Website you will find photographs
covering the period from 1953 from counties,
Roscommon, Galway and Mayo and surrounding areas,

With images from all aspects of life in the town and
parish, the exhibition provided a very special insight into
the Ballyhaunis of yesteryear. The enjoyable evening
gave those in attendance an opportunity to consider how

Gathered at a function twenty years ago. Back, L-R: Breda Waldron, Tom McCormack,
Mary Keane, Patsy Keane, Tom Waldron. Front, L-R: Ann Marie Meehan, Tom Meehan,

Michael Waldron, Tommie Glynn, Marian Glynn. Glynn's Photography.

A
T4 Ty

much of ourselves we have left behind and how much
we have taken with us over the past half century. This
collection of photos is very important in telling the story
of our town and parish as the images provide a visual
representation of our past. The images help us
understand how people lived and worked and interacted
with each other.

Photography is an important tool for preserving
memories. It's easy to think you'll never forget things,
but memories have a way of disappearing over time. Old
photos allow us to call up stories from years gone by, to
look back on our biggest achievements and on our
smallest moments. Photographs play an important role
in everyone's life because they allow us to keep in touch
with our heritage and bring back fond memories of
special times, people and places and keep precious
memories alive for generations to come.

Photography is a very good method of storytelling.
We are all familiar with the expression, "a picture is
worth 1,000 words,” Old photos are a great way to
preserve personal memories and pass on historical
information. Of course, we mustn’t live with our heads
stuck in the past, but this exhibition as part of Heritage
Week provided an opportunity to take a look in the rear-
view mirror and understand how the town has changed
over time and how our community has developed into
what it has become today.

All photos from the exhibition are available to view
and purchase at historical.glynnsphotography.com

President Mary Robinson met Tommy Carroll
during her visit to Avonmore Meat Processors,
Ballyhaunis in 1992. Glynn’s Photography.












Le Céairde Ballyhaunis

Ludmila Burcovschi

“We are here to make owr world a better f)s’ ace,

Following a very successful event to mark International
Women's Day (8th Mar. 2023) in the Community Hall, a
new group was established. Ballyhaunis Le Cairde
Group, is a voluntary non-profit association who want
to have a Friends Group in the community of
Ballyhaunis, which will provide a safe, secure, friendly
and open environment where people from all sections
of our diverse community can meet and engage in
positive activities that will enhance their overall well-
being. The objectives of the Group are to advance the
well-being of our members by providing a safe and
happy environment where people can pursue hobbies,
pastimes and interests, learn new skills, practice and
pass on old skills, especially in the areas of music, arts,
crafts, cuisine and DIY, learn about their own and other
people’s traditions, experiences and interests. It
operates from the Friary House on saturday afternoons
(4-6pm) and has been involved in a wide range of music
and art and craft type activities throughout the last
year. Please feel welcome to join us any saturday
afternoon, to find out more.

Slavic café, English café, Valentine's Party,
International Woman's Day and Art and Craft Display,
this is where the Le Cdirde group started on its journey.
After these events, [ saw great interest emerging and a
need to gather together and continue meeting on a
regular basis. Stephen Grogan from the Family Resource
Centre was very happy to support this project and
accommodated us on Saturdays from 1st April 2023.

The name of the group was thought up by a member
of Language café, Angie, reflecting the friendly
atmosphere that exists at our group. We are happy to
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welcome everyone, as inclusion and diversity is part of
our mission statement and a core goal we all share.

Ballyhaunis is the most diverse town in Ireland,
consisting of more than 40% of immigrants, which
continues to increase with the Ukrainians we are
welcoming into our community. [ have travelled a very
similar path and know very well what challenges may
arise upon settling into the new place. We want
newcomers to feel at home by supporting them and
making their integration into Irish society as smooth as
possible. It's my belief that immigrants can benefit each
other and the local community by sharing their life
experiences, talents and culture.

Le Cdirde was established as a music group which
takes part in broadcast Masses and a broad range of local
community and charity events. We welcome new people
to join.

Our Art and Craft group took part in Mayo Social
Inclusion Awareness week. We organise salsa classes
which are held every Sunday at the Community Hall at
7.30pm (collections go towards maintenance of the hall).
A stylist workshop had been delivered by Yuliia
Bolohova from Castlebar to bring local fashion lovers
together. We are currently planning a lot of workshops
and masterclasses: clothes alteration, singing, guitar,
beads embroidery, crochet, art, reading music notation
and much more, Le Cairde is also open to more talent
and skills being shared by local people.

Le Cdirde group is very diverse. Our members are
from Germany, Poland, Egypt, Brazil, Latvia, Romania,
Japan, Moldova, Lithuania, Ukraine, Philippines, India
and not forgetting Ireland.



because we support each other. We share our laughter
and tears together. We help each other during tough
times because we have got each other’s back. Le Cdirde,
we are not a group - we are a family.

Gosia from Poland, crochet in art and craft group

Le Cdirde for me is a group of fantastic people who have
created a friendly environment where | can develop my
personal skills and where I receive support from every
member. It is an excellent opportunity for personal
growth and a possibility to discover new hobbies and
opportunities. It's a mutual exchange of inspiration, a
place where I can share my ideas and support other
members with their ideas. The group Le Cdirde is a
testament to the power of collaboration and shared
passions, serving as an invaluable asset in my journey of
self-improvement and creative exploration.

Moira from Ballyhaunis, violin player

The formation of a new international music group, Le
Cdirde, under the direction of Ludmila Burcovschi, has
added greatly to the religious ceremonies in the Parish
Church. I have joined them at Masses, community
events, concerts, variety shows, even karaoke birthday
parties. Members of the group aged eleven to eighty-six
years, from home and abroad, happily combine to take
us on a wonderful musical journey. Life is the song; Love
is the music.

Had a lovely evening meeting the beautiful Le Cdirde
group. It was amazing to see how people of so many
backgrounds and of different ages can meet as equals and
communicate through the universal language of music.
Even if it was my first time meeting them, [ can foresee
many magical and electrified performances as part of
this greatly talented group of musicians.

Magda from Ballyhaunis, soloist

Joining the group last Spring was quite surprising for me
but I knew I would fit in the moment | met everybody. I
was very scared of people, crowds and conversations
with strangers, but after tagging along every Saturday, I
realised that I was finally able to come out of my shell.
These people are like family to me, one that can unite no
matter what it be, in song, or simply sitting around and
having a laugh. These people are hardworking and just
so compassionate and I just feel like I have finally found
my second home.

Reda, Magda’s mom from Lithuania

My daughter and I joined the Le Cdirde group in Spring
2023. It was quite a surprise to us to meet so many
different personalities, nationalities, hobbies and
interests that can all come together and work on projects
in harmony, respect and love, despite their differences.
My daughter loves singing and she has been singing since
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she was very small. But ever since joining the group she
finally began to open up and fight her fears. During those
meetings on Saturdays, I feel at home.

Oliver from Ballyhaunis

When I was invited to join the group, Le Cdirde, | soon
realised that I had something to offer from my long
musical journey and | was not thinking of retirement just
yet. I wholeheartedly embraced these multicultural
friendships inspired by music and song.

Nadia and Tatiana from Ukraine, beads
embroidery in Art and Craft group

From experiences from our previous work, we have this
interesting and fun activity, leaving skills for future
generations in beads and embroidery. We put our souls
and effort into every piece of embroidery we make. Le
Cdirde group gives us the opportunity to meet people,
pass on our skills and learn new skills from others. Big
thanks to everyone for participating in this project.
Wishing health and happiness to everyone.

Junis, German-Egyptian drummer

1 enjoy making music with my friends and the warm and
friendly atmosphere of the group. Since I recently came
to Ireland with my family, Le Cdirde helped me a lot to
feel at home quickly.

Evelyn from Ballyhaunis guitar player/soloist

I've adored singing since I was a very small child, but in
recent years | sing only at the weddings of friends and
sadly, at some family funerals too. So, when I saw that
Le Cdirde had formed a music group, the desire to sing
somewhere other than the shower led me to their door.
What a fantastic, positive group of musical souls I found
there! The atmosphere is relaxed and welcoming and
everyone understands if, some weeks, you can't be there.
I'm looking forward to our next set of events and to
rediscovering the joy of singing in public with this lovely
group of people.
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Yoshies from Japan, soloist

[ think it's wonderful to have a place where we can meet
as equals. People of different races, religions and nation-
alities, young and old, male and female, to talk about our
lives here in Ireland and to share our music and cultures.

Rodrigo from Brazil, guitar player

I am very happy to participate in this group. Even though
I have been absent recently, I intend to return very soon,
because for me the Le Cdirde group is a family who
welcomed me as a musician. Even though I don't know
much about the native language, they believed in my
work and helped me progress a lot and gave me many
opportunities. It would have taken me a century to get
to where I am by myself, doing what [ like. [ thank you
Ludmila for being such a concerned and dedicated
person in what you do, since everything you demand
from us is to see us at our best... Thank you.

Yuliia from Ukraine, Secretary of the group and
soloist in the Music Group

When [ arrived in Ireland, namely in Ballyhaunis, [ was
lonely and empty without my favourite hobby of singing.
But this Le Cairde group found me. I adore the collective
of the group Le Cdirde and will continue to sing with
them.

Victoria from Ballyhaunis, violin player

Mum was the one who introduced me to this group.
Music was the thing that made me stay, accompanied by
the undeniable sense of family and community
generated from each and every person there. Every
rehearsal is filled with laughter and smiles. Every music
note fills our hearts; hearts that have been so empty
during these troublesome times in the world. Le Cdirde
will always be part of my life and my family. It's an
honour to give whatever I can to the numerous Masses
and concerts we do and it’s a pleasure to be surrounded
by the wonderful members that support and build each
other up, no matter what.
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MacHale Park - The Ballyhaunis Connection

Eamon Murren

MacHale Park, Castlebar was officially opened on 24th  ]. Carroll, J. Lyons, P. Jordan, ]. Conroy, A. Carney, W.
May 1931, with about 4,000 spectators in attendance. =~ Waldron, P. Regan, M. Merriman, M. Greeley, J. Griffin
The Mayo senior footballers played a challenge game  and A. Freeley. Castlebar won the game with four points
against Kildare, a match that ended in a draw on a  to spare (3-2 to 1-4). The Connaught Telegraph reported
scoreline of Mayo 1-6, Kildare 2-3. On the day Jim  that the game, "..was marred towards the end by a
Forde, late of Upper Main Street, lined out for Mayo. boxing match which was quickly suppressed’.

144~












The Fine Gael party started 2023 celebrating the fact that
our leader, Leo Varadkar, was appointed Taoiseach for a
second time on 17th Dec. 2022. He will now hold that
office until the next general election which is scheduled
to take place in the Spring of 2025,

T

Gallagher and William Nestor - to go forward to the Fine
Gael selection convention for the Claremorris Municipal
District. Subsequently, William Nestor withdrew his
name thus leaving one candidate, Alma Gallagher, going
forward from the Ballyhaunis area to the selection



County Council back in 1999. He became Mayo's first
citizen in 2009 when, on the 19th June, he was honoured
by his fellow councillors when they elected him as
Cathaoirleach of Mayo County Council. John has
worked tirelessly for the people of Ballyhaunis and the
surrounding area. Cllr, Cribbin has been a loyal servant

to his constituents and to the Fine Gael Party. The slogan
‘Elected by some to serve all’ describes Cllr. John
Cribbin’s time in public life. We wish him health and
happiness in his retirement. Ballyhaunis Fine Gael would
like to wish everybody a Happy Christmas and a
prosperous and healthy New Year.
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Ballyhaunis Language Café

Mark Godfrey, Malgorzata Cieslikowska,
Manal Fadawi Kezze and Shayla Rasmussen

Ballyhaunis Language Café was described as ‘unique’ by
the judges of the Pride of Place Awards, who visited the
group and listened to our members and the Le Cairde
music group, born out of the Language Café, at the
Community Hall in August after our group was
nominated for these all-island awards by Mayo County
Council. This followed our selection as winner in the
social inclusion category at this year’s Cathaoirleach
Awards presented by the Chairperson of Mayo County
Council.

Ballyhaunis Language Café was born in late 2018-
early 2019 after a conference on integration organised
by the national government with local groups. We sought
to create a tangible local platform that allowed locals of
all backgrounds to meet and engage. What better way
than to share and help each other learn our languages?
During Covid we added a French and a Spanish conver-
sation group which met in the local Community Garden
during the sunnier days of the pandemic. Our weekly
meetings moved to local Cafés and pubs once rules
allowed and began to attract a trickle of enthusiastic
language learners and newcomers to the town. At
English Café on Thursday nights, in the meeting room
of the Community Hall, friends from Brazil, Georgia,
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local beef farmer, and Mary, the retired parish secretary
also lend a hand in guiding the conversation, to give
learners the confidence to chat in English in a relaxed
and friendly environment. There's no charge, but so
much value has been generated in understanding and
integration.

The Language Café, while being informal and
friendly, is also inclusive. We cater to those wishing to
learn English, but also engage the locals who want to
revive or practise French and Spanish with new
members of our community for whom those languages
are native tongues. Thus, the Morales family from
Guatemala — based in the local direct provision centre -
helped us speak Spanish for an hour every Thursday. Raj,
manager of the local Supermacs and from Mauritius,
talked to us in French on Fridays. More recently David,
from the Congo, comes to our English Café but he also
joins the French conversation group on a Sunday
evening, giving the native Irish the invaluable chance to
speak French with a native speaker. Who can forget the
lovely sight last winter of Tommy, a care worker who
travels all the way from Longford to practise Spanish on
Thursday evenings, sending a care package of vegetables
to Zinthia, our Venezuelan friend, when she got the flu?



Malgorzata Cieslikowska

“My journey with the Language Café began back in 2018
when I attended the very first meeting. Currently, I
attend the English, Spanish, Slavik and Italian Cafés. |
moved to Ireland a year after Poland joined the EU, with
my husband and then six-year-old twins. We have lived
in Ballyhaunis ever since. Upon our arrival in Ireland,
none of us had any English. | picked up English at work,
but when I had to go on invalidity because of health
issues, | almost stopped speaking English. I didn't have
many oppeortunities to talk in English and began feeling
less confident when speaking the language.

When [ read about the Language Café, on Facebook,
[ knew I had to join and I have loved it since. Our
Language Cafés have given me the opportunity to
practise my English and, more importantly, the
confidence when speaking English in my everyday life.
It has also given me a lot of meaningful friendships.

“I joined the Ballyhaunis Language Café late last year
when | saw a social media post offering free Irish classes
in the Community Hall. As a U.S. citizen who hadn't
lived long in the country, | was excited to learn more
about Irish culture through the language and hopefully
meet some people from the community. Any
expectations | had of the class and the people | met were
completely exceeded in every way. Our Irish teacher,
Colm, is knowledgeable, passionate and exudes a
calmness which invites us to easily engage in this
seemingly difficult language without stress. His

exuberance as a teacher has made it easy to fall in love
with the language.

The group also led me to join the Spanish
Conversation Café. While [ have been studying Spanish
for over a decade, these weekly meetings have
transformed me from a high beginner to an intermediate
speaker of the language in less than a year. It is crazy to
think how I've learned more Spanish in Ballyhaunis, Co
Mayo, than I did in the previous year while living in
Spain. Through the Café, I was also able to meet so many
people from the local community, many of whom have
become friends who I can hardly imagine not having in
my life. [ am so grateful to live in a town with such an
engaged community.”

Follow the Ballyhaunis Language Café’ or contact
087 9777899 if you'd like to join the Language Café
WhatsApp group.

Proud parents Geraldine and Gerry Benson of
Letterkenny pictured with their daughter Ruth who
was conferred with her PhD in Medicine and Health
at UCC in June, 2023.

Gerry, formerly of Upper Main Street, is a
member of a family steeped in the sporting history
of the town and starred on the Ballyhaunis GAA
team which captured the Mayo Masters’ Title in
1978.
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Family Resource Centre

Merrilyn Winters reflects on her year at the helm as Chairperson
of the Family Resource Centre.

As with any education, mine started with the ABCs...
TUSLA, POBAL, ECCE! Stephen Grogan, FRC
Coordinator and Tracey McDermott, FRC
Administrator, were gracious and patient as [ tackled the
scope of the workload ahead: twenty-two policies and

Augustinian aesthetic. The Board of the FRC has
established a working group and requires more talent in
architecture, finance and the political nuances needed.
The more local involvement in this project, the greater
the chance for success.

International Women's Day celebration at the Community Hall (Parochial Hall) in Ballyhaunis.

Back, L-R: Natalila Litovchenko, Oksana Hanenko, Anna Kaczmarek, Ludmila Burcovschi, Olena Nimchuk, Anatolii Nimchuk, Sofia Soloshenkao,
Serhii Soloschenko, Victoria Burcovschi, Oliver Jordan, Volodymyr Cherniavskyi, Levgeniia Ovdil, Ivan Sokolov, Noel Lyons, Sergei Konovalav,
Yuliia Makarchuk, Velodymyr Kuznietsov, Teodor Dragomir, Lucilene da Cruz, Angie Seamrdg, Malgorzata Cieslikowska, Ainars Feierabends,
Janusz Cieslikowsku, Oleksandr Taraniuk, Maria Cieslikowska, Guilherme da Cruz, Rodrigo da Cruz, Mike Griffin.

Front, L-R: Robert Soloshenko, Merrilyn Finn, Tatiana Dolbiva, Nadia Kotzegub, Brenda da Cruz, Irene Nunes, Fernanda Nunes, Claudiane
Lima, Ayla Louise, Luiz Felipe da Cruz, Stephen Grogan. Photograph by Adam Kaczmarek.

=
S

i S



Speaking of success, it was great to see the Abbey
Pattern return at the end of August after a three-year
hiatus. The fun that the young (and not so young!) people

done by and through the Family Resource Centre, it may
have whetted some appetites for joining us. We need

talent of course, but also the enthusiasm of those with a
desire to contribute to improving the lives of families in
our community,

Merrilyn Winters (left) and Manar Cherbatji pictured at the Family
Resource Centre National Forum.
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Celebrating Dwermty

Edel Kinsella




‘Above: Views of the vast attendance at the unveiling of the Art Mural. All photographs by Fr. Stephen Farragher.
Below: The Ballyhaunis Art Mural project is unveiled.










Diary of a Knockbrack Boy

Noel Lyons

The Outset: October 2022

Dublin Airport lounge at 4 am. We are fighting sleep
while awaiting departure to Cyprus.

“Why do you talk so much?” Sez she.

“It's an exercise in tolerance and patience for you”,
sez [.

“Well, it's not working”, sez she.

“Well, isn't that the point of the exercise?” Sez 1.

“Sit still for a photo’, sez she.

I sit and smile dutifully. She casts her laser like Latvian
artistic eye on the result.

“Your smile looks as if you just stood on something”,
sez she. “Come here for another”.

“You do know I will write about this”, sez L.

“You should consider yourself lucky that [ give you
such inspiration”, sez she.

I do indeed, so | sit and [ smile as I write.

Summer 1972, Knockbrack: The Yanks

Like a scented candle of memory

The laughter of Auntie Kit and Uncle Jack
Who left from Cobh in 1923.

They now are welcomed back

To tread the land, the bogs and roads of long lost
youth.

Stories repeated from decades far away.
Voices ringing in their histories of truth,
Like rosary decades of yesterday.

Was it war or fear or hopelessness

That filled the sails of their obsession?

Wild geese flown from emptiness

Into a dustbowl of chance and of depression.

Taste Buddies: Cyprus, October 2022

Setting: A restaurant called Pelagos on the shores of the
Mediterranean near the city of Larnaca some 6000
years old (the city, not the restaurant).

“Who was Pelagos?” Sez she.

“It was more of a place rather than a God or a person’,
sez [.

in ‘Blue Thunder’ now”, sez she.

“Can I at least order one thing I recognise?” sez L.
“What do you recognise?” Sez she.

“Fresh orange juice”, sez I.

“You can order orange juice so’, sez she.
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Orders placed. “Who lived in Larnaca?” sez she.
“Noah’s grandson Kition; St. Helena, the mother of
Constantine; Lazarus, who may have died here. If he
didn’t, he got a raw deal because they buried him here.
There is another claim to his burial in the Holy Land so
perhaps there were two of him or maybe they buried
him twice”, sez I.

“What did you order?” Sez she.

‘T don’t remember’, sez I.

“Well, how will you know what to eat?” Sez she.

“Well, there’s a good chance that whatever is brought
to the table is yours or mine so start eating before they
take it back or bring it to another table”, sez I.

“I can bring you no place’, sez she.

She goes to the “Teach an Asail Plates arrive. Some
olives... OK, I recognise them. Some red stuff on a plate
that looks like the liver starter that I thought we had
changed our minds about, and beautiful naan bread.

I start. The liver is red and bloody and cold. I am not
impressed. She returns.

“Did you try that?” Sez she.

“Yes”, sez .

“What was it like?” Sez she.

“OK’, sez I.

The main courses arrive, | recognise potatoes.

There is what looks like the leftovers of a hip
replacement on my plate, but at least it's cooked. It's
delicious along with two glasses of fresh orange juice.
I can’t touch dessert.

“How was that?” Sez she.

“Delicious. Better than the cold liver”, sez I.

“Who else lived here?” Sez she.

“The Mycenaeans’, sez I.

“Where are they?” Sez she.

“In our sitting room”, sez I.

“Oh those. By the way that cold liver was beetroot’,
sez she

(The Mycenaeans in the living room refers to a memory
trick I taught her to learn the different eras of Greek culture
by placing them in different rooms to get the sequence into
memory),

The Tulrahan Yanks are Home

The Sweeney clan arrives with joyful noise
Their raucous accent inscribed within my ears.
The celebration for all young girls and boys
Fading memory imprisons precious years.



My Yankee cousin Kath has one request
Teach me in Gaelic how to say ‘hello’

[ will try, says I, at least to do my best
“Pdg mo théin", we say here in Mayo

The laughter rises as she practices in vain.
To curl the sineadh fada on her tongue
“Pawg mee hawn’, she tries again.

The older souls far wiser than the young.

Because they left their own, our little isle
Could never, would never be the same

Hybrid child with the future in her smile

Precious flower with my mother’s name.

Cyprus: October 2022: Shopping trip up

Today we travelled the neighbourhood of Larnaca to
Aiya Napa and its surrounds. The breakfast table beside
the Mediterranean with its silken waters kissing the sand
just feet from our table. There’s a nip in the night air with
a breeze filled day at 25 degrees Celsius. It's warm but
comfortable considering Christmas is just around the
corner. It's perfection. Today, she held me prisoner in a
shoe shop. My uncle Brod Boyle was a blacksmith who
could fully clothe a horse in shoes faster than my female
could purchase a pair. It is a known fact that, when the
fairer sex go shopping, their pulses slow down like
therapy gone wrong. The opposite for the weaker sex as
we struggle to understand that if we go to shop for nails
we don't return home with soap bars. It was difficult for
me to understand who was the shop assistant. The nice
lady bent on foreign sales or my beloved who stated
anew that beautiful phrase, “I'm not wrong, I am just
being realistic”. We purchased a pair of runners for me
having set out for flip flops. I would have left with
stilettos to escape the realistic experience before my
heartbeat reached a new olympic record. We have
learned to travel light but there was a deficit in my
footwear department for several reasons. Firstly, I was
not allowed to bring my walking boots. Secondly, my
sandal count has reduced to zero ending up I guess in a
charity shop, the bin or perhaps used for lighting a fire.
I can guess the culprit, but I could be wrong while she is
being realistic.

“Whatever happened to your beautiful leather sandals?
They were lovely and what did you do with them?”

sez she.

“They were automatic”, sez I.

“What do you mean automatic?” Sez she.

“They walked away by themselves”, sez I.

Knockbrack: Summers of the seventies

Hotel Freeley or Hotel Cribbin is packed. The Rattigans,
the Birmingham Lyons clan, The Duffys of Gort have
arrived to populate temporarily where their mothers left.
The adults, I am sure, delighted to chase us out into the
open spaces so they can chat in peace. Josie Rattigan has
recently gone to meet Kathleen and all the neighbours
from Knockbrack who once filled the place with
vibrancy and laughter. I contributed the following to her
going away celebration in memory of her and of a host
of hard working mothers and wives of the times. Due to
the absence of a brother, the Freeley girls ploughed and
harrowed and saved hay with horse drawn machinery.

She came from a land of artists and sculptors

Who etched their talent upon the soil.

They who knew the poetry of the plough and harrow.
They who wore with pride the blisters of their toil.

Travelled the birth canal of knowledge in labour.
Rich bankers of seed of turf and straw

Drawing jewels of the earth into their harbour.
Shelters of survival until the Winter thaw.

She was energy ocozing from love's halo.
Neighbour, Mother, Aunt, Sister and Wife.

A halo that shone from Birmingham to Mayo
Prompting jigs of joy, of empathy, of love and life.

Bonded sisters wrestling with new mown grass.
Chatter, laughter in their work and play.

Tossing, building, weaving until new cloud pass
Their Midas touch turning green into golden hay

She knew each footstep sharing the baithrin

Until the salute of the sineadh fada waved its goodbye
Returned for spells to where she was seen

The golden apple of each loving eye.

To where she had fought bouts with buttermilk
To force it to surrender precious ware.
Hands kissed by Knockbrack wet turf silk

Return now to the earth that knew her there.

Catastrophe in Cyprus: October 2022

“You don’t love cats, do you?” Sez she, as the little
monster was scratching my exposed leg under the table.
I couldn’t very well say that her adored doggie didn’t like
them very much either as she does her doggie nut in at
the mere sight of one in the back garden. They seem to
adopt every stray here in Cyprus. Nobody owns them,
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yet they wander ‘willy nilly’ loved by all as they search
out innocent tourists to ooh and aah over them while
they sharpen their claws on exposed shins.

[ tried to explain that [ was raised on a farm where all
the animals, and indeed children, were functional, and
each had different roles to play. | told her that we even
had a kitten that tried to milk a cow while my brother
Liam was milking her (the cow, not the kitten). The
kitten tried to climb up the back leg of the cow with its
sharp little claws and, for some reason or other the cow
objected and lashed out. Liam, the stool and the milk
headed off in different directions and he wasn't well
pleased. He ejected the kitten out of the cowhouse
somewhat like a pilot out of a warplane except, of course,
without the seat or the parachute. It could be described
as my first sighting of a UFO. The kitten landed on top
of the trampoline or rather the manure pit and ran away
confused. We thought it was hilarious and had every
sympathy for the kitten. So, you couldn’t say we didn't
like cats.

She didn't really seem amused, and [ couldn’t figure

In a little house in Knockbrack
Where a mother was house proud
Spotless yet full of children

But INSIDE, “no cats allowed”

For she deemed them unhygenic

And we rarely saw a mouse

And there were so many children
There was no room in the house.

One morn as she was sweeping
out the door. A pussy sped

In efforts to defeat her rule

She swished and caught its head.

She didnt mean to hurt it

To any great amount

But down it stayed all corpse-like
Or at least out for the count.

She pondered just what she would do
For we would be upset

At Mom, our cat murderer

The tears and the regret.
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So, swiftly she decided that

She would just pretend

She didn't know how pussy met
Its catastrophic end.

She would sweep out later
When her kittens we were up
And sigh in disbelief that
Poor kitty had no luck.

It later on transpired that
Pussy disappeared
Without an undertaker

A coffin or a bier.

Oh there’s a little part of heaven where Knockbrack
people go.

I can see her sitting smiling there somehow.
Waiting there to welcome the people we all know
And | bet that she can hear a soft miaow.

in itself, I thought to myself.

It reminded me of the time she got laryngitis for a whole
week. I kept poking at my ears for a few days until she
croaked, “What are you doing to your ears?” Sez she.

“T am just checking to see have I gone deaf’, sez I.

My brothers suffered at my writing hands at their
weddings with satirical poems and songs. They became
very furtive in the days and weeks beforehand as I quietly
sought ammunition, as my beloved calls it. Gerry caught
me asking innocent questions of his beautiful fiancée
Anne as to where they met, etc., and said, “Tell that fellow
nothing”. My reply was simply that I would make it up
anyway.

We visited the fabulous archaeological site of Kition
in the heart of Larnaca and explored the holiest of holy
stones over three thousand years old. The day also
presented the opportunity to visit the church of St.
Lazarus himself, buried there many years after his
resurrection. It is a beautiful place to be buried and the
church is exquisite although I am so much happier to
visit while I am alive.

Carrowmore, Tulrahan: A summer of the 1970s

My Uncle Dick Sweeney from Carramore, Tulrahan gave
me books, riddles and maths problems to solve and was
so interesting with his encyclopedic knowledge. He was



Dick Sweeney was a farmer just in name
Who lifted me to light upon a star

| walked with Armstrong on the moon
And travelled light years to afar.

He taught Pythagoras was within my reach
From his well of knowledge of a thousand years
How fox and goose would cross a lake

In gentle voice without contempt or fear.

He hooked a berry to a thread and saw
The future bright and would engage
The child’s mind with a prophetic word
Yet never spoke in anger or in rage.

His priest’s collar that he never wore

His teacher’s call, the one that never came
Was couched in every word he spoke

His every gesture embracing it in name.

The words that poured from his learned tongue
Like the crops he always sowed in reams
Like his heroes he remains forever young

Where | harvested the food of dreams.

Battle of the Sexes: Cyprus: November 2022

accompli.

ANNAGH" 2

46th Edition, 2023



My Monkey: Cyprus: November 2022

as we start the trek back to Ireland tomorrow. We stood
on Lover’s Bridge. There we watched the sun setting or
rather being gobbled up by the Mediterranean in a
matter of minutes. We sang a song we translated from
Latvian in both languages: Balta Saule or White Sun in
English, and it seemed so appropriate. The chorus says...
“Words cannot fly from the lips when the heart is swollen
and joyful. Like a Summer of joy, it lives in pure ecstasy.
Where the sky meets the sea in the white sun of love, it
unites us. There we live in the light of our love for
eternity”. The rain and wind await us. But we shall
return.

Anthem for a Hometown: Ballyhaunis:

A light on a hill has for centuries shone

A sentinel standing on guard

The friars in their faith stood feeding their flock
When times were hungry and hard.

Keane, Greally, Webb, Campbell they carried our flag
To hilltops far far away

Morley and Nestor, Keith Higgins as well

As Tom Fitz and beloved ].J.

I spoke to the Dalgan down by the town well
To the ghost of An Caisideach Bdn

Neither he nor the river could readily tell
Where had all the yesterdays gone.

Oh Oh Oh, Béal Atha hAmhnais






Fascinating Footage
Corpus Christi Procession, Ballyhaunis, 1967
Peter McHugh













Margaret Johnston Remembers

Magazine.

Margaret recalls a Moran/Murphy family in the
premises opposite her home which, up to recently was
known as Fitzers. The premises was later owned by
Callelly’s. Some of the teachers who came to work in the
town used to stay here in the B&B run by Mrs. Callelly.
Later, the public house was back in the ownership of
another Moran family (Tom and Peter) and, more
recently, Pat Walsh of Dunmore was proprietor,
Margaret recalls a bakery in the business of Hubert
Lyons and his wife, before she guides us along the street

Sisters Bridie and Katie McGreal, Westport, 1912,
Bridie later married John Byrne (Main St.) and Katie
married Tommy Johnston (Erriff and Knox St.).

170.,_; =~

Street.

As Margaret regales us with stories of the town, we
are beginning to appreciate the web of relationships that
entangle the families of Ballyhaunis, bestowing
legitimacy upon the old warning to all newcomers to “be
careful where you are talking once you come under that
bridge”. Johnny Gilmore the undertaker and his family
are recalled as are Waldron's (Mult, Syke, Joe, Stephen,
etc.), Smyth's, Foudy's and Byrnes at the end of Knox's
Line, as the street was known in olden times.

Aswe cross the road to continue our tour back to the
town centre Margaret mentions Forkan's and a
commercial traveller by the name of Kelly where John
and Dorothy Durkan and children lived in the sixties,
and families still with a presence on the street, namely
Jordans and Keanes. As we move along, we pass Brod
Morley’s butcher shop, O'Malley's, Crean'’s and Eddie
Biesty's grocery and bicycle repair. Next, we pass the
home of famed Ballyhaunis scholars and characters Dr.
Michael and P.A. Waldron, before reaching Carney's,
originally from Ballindrehid, with sisters Nora and
Kathleen and their ladies’ clothes shop. Kitty Mitchell’s
is next, previously owned by a Mrs. Cunnane, a
connection of the Cribbins of Togher, Mrs. Mary
Waldron (Devlis) and Cait McCormack (Cloonfad).

The next house was Loftus), followed by Forry’s and
Garvey Moran’s. Finnegan's pub was formerly owned by
Waldrons with Byrne’s Pub next door and then Dom
Moran’s drapery shop. You then passed Harry Dillon’s
and Greally’s. Margaret's neighbour Tony Morley is
another lifelong resident of the street. Rattigan’s,
previously owned by Neary’s, were next-door to
Johnston’s. This business was bought by Tommy
Rattigan and his wife Sadie in 1943 and continued to be



of Tom Forde.

In our conversation with Margaret, we were struck
by the number of businesses that once flourished not just
on Knox Street, but on each street of the town. It is hard
to believe that the number of licensed premises still
serving a drink in town has now dwindled to a mere

handful.

Family

Margaret was born in 1933 to her parents Tommy and
Katie (McGreal) Johnston. Her older brother Patrick died
at just six months. Her mother Katie was born in Peter
Street, Westport in 1899 and lived to the ripe old age of
100 years, her life spanning three centuries. Katie's
mother Margaret (Greally), a native of Knox Street, died
at the young age of thirty-seven leaving a grief-stricken
husband and eight young children. The eight children
were taken in and reared by aunts and uncles in Westport

Margaret's father Tommy Johnston of Erriff was the
son of Patrick and Bridget (Guilfoyle) Johnston. Tommy
came to work in Ballyhaunis in 1912 to Morley's at No.
4 Knox Street, where £30 was paid to ‘serve his time’

During her time in Philadelphia, Katie McGreal and
Tommy Johnston continued to correspond. When
Michael Delaney’s premises at No. 7 Knox Street came
up for sale in 1927 Tommy consulted with Katie before
buying the place. A short time later, Katie received a
letter from home asking her to return to Ballyhaunis to
care for her sister Mrs. Bridie Byrne who had fallen ill.
Thankfully, by the time she reached Ireland, her sister
had fully recovered. The spark of romance was re-
ignited and Katie and Tommy Johnston were married in
Carraroe, Co. Galway in 1930, The officiating celebrant
was Fr. McHugh, a close friend of Tommy's, who had
previously served as curate in Aghamore.
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mshes to Ma.tgamt for continued good health and Knox Street neighbours: L-R: Kitty Mitchell, John Morley,
happiness in the years ahead. Josie Morley, Katie Johnston, Marcella Keane.







Kenneth Dennedy, Principal

Sixty-seven pupils received the sacrament of Confirmation from Archbishop Francis Duffy in St. Patrick's Church, Ballyhaunis, on Saturday,
20th May 2023. They are pictured here with Most Rev. Dr. Francis Duffy, Archbishop of Tuam, Fr. Stephen Farragher, PP, Dénall O'Brien and
Ciara Byrne of Scoil losa. AK Photography.

Once again we have experienced a busy year at Scoil fTosa ~ and Dénall O’'Brien, Maria Coyne and Séan Kenny for















‘Sam Maguire’ Visits Knox Street
Photos courtesy of the Morley Family



Aoife McDonagh

Culture night (22nd September) 2023 is a night I won't
forget for a long time. I had the honour of attending a
reception hosted by President Michael D. Higgins and
his wife Sabina in Aras an Uachtardin. How do you get
invited to a reception like that, one might ask? [ had seen
a post on the President’s social media in August inviting
the public to apply for tickets for this event. All you had
to do was send in an email with your name and address.
The tickets were then allocated on a lottery system. |
applied for tickets when I saw the post and thought no
more of it. A few weeks later I got an email from the
executive assistant to the President to say that I had been
successful in my application for two tickets to attend
Culture Night.

The big day finally arrived - Friday, 22nd September
was Culture Night. Culture Night is an annual all-island
public event which takes place on the second last Friday
of September. It celebrates culture, creativity, and the
arts. We were requested to arrive at the main gates of
Aras an Uachtarain off Chesterfield Avenue in the

180 ,

The entrance hall of Aras an Uachtariin dates to 1751
when Nathaniel Clements built the original park ranger’s
house. It has a magnificent coffered barrel-vaulted
ceiling and fluted Doric columns. Busts of James
Clarance Mangan and Daniel O’Connell are on either
side of the door that leads you into the State Reception
Room via the Francini Corridor. Along the Francini
Corridor are busts of all the past Presidents of Ireland.
Our coats were taken on entry to the Francini Corridor.
As we made our way further down the corridor to the
State Drawing Room there were tables on the left with
glasses of red and white wine along with pints of
Guinness. Aras an Uachtarain isn’t the typical place you
would expect to be drinking pints of Guinness in on a
Friday night!

The reception was held in the State Reception Room
and State Dining Room which are adjacent to each other.
The main table in the State Dining Room, which is
usually used for the first meeting of new governments
after their members receive their seals of office from the



The White Horse Guitar Club is an eleven-piece band
formed in the Cork music venue ‘Upstairs at The White
Horse' Formed in early 2012, the band evolved from an
open invitation for guitar players to come and jam
together into a fully-fledged musical touring group of
eleven friends. They played for an hour and, to say the
place was “rocking” wouldn’t even do it justice. Even the
staff of Aras an Uachtarain were up dancing,

Once the band had finished their performance, we
were invited back into the State Reception Room for
more Guinness, wine, tea, coffee and food! President and
Mrs. Higgins mingled amongst the crowd for another
hour until the night came to an end.

_ So that’s my story of how I ended up at a “Party” at
Aras an Uachtardin. It was an experience and night I will
remember for a long time,

ANNAGH" 181

46th Edition, 2023 ]



Home and Away

Irish Community Involvement in Melbourne
Mary Fitzmaurice McBride

Comhaltas Melbourne for years. 1 received the
Melbourne Irish Person of the Year award from the Irish
Australian Support and Resource Bureau (IASRB) a few
years ago.

2023 has been a very busy and exciting year. | was
delighted to be at home in Gurteenbeg, Ballyhaunis, for
my uncle Michael Feeley's (Coogue) ninetieth birthday
celebrations. It timed in perfectly with Fleadh Cheoil na
hEireann in Mullingar. I attended there over two days
and was thrilled to see our Melbourne Céili Band getting
such a rousing welcome - the first Céili band from
Australia to participate in the All-Ireland Fleadh. It was
also wonderful to see two Mayo Ceili bands come first
and second in the same competition. What took me by
complete surprise, and came as a great shock, was to
receive the honour of the Comhaltas ‘Gradam na hEigse’
award on that occasion. This award is presented in
appreciation of service to Combhaltas Ceoltéiri Eireann
and the promotion of Ireland’s cultural traditions.
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honour for me. We are not like a Comhaltas branch back
in Ireland, being so far away on the other side of the
world. We are more a social branch. We attend festivals,
put on concerts, organise dance workshops, do set
dancing and have a family ceili with sets and different
ceili dances. Many of our members would have never
danced before. Others have come each year, bringing
along their children like their parents brought them.

We also participate in community events in local city
councils and get involved with other Irish groups. Our
Irish and Combhaltas groups in Australia are very far
apart: Adelaide and Canberra are an eight-hour drive
away, with Sydney ten hours, Brisbane eighteen hours
and Perth thirty-seven hours. So, as you can see, things
are very far apart in Australial

Combhaltas Melbourne celebrated its fiftieth
anniversary in 2020, during the Covid lockdown and so,
like so many other things during that time, there were
very few celebrations.



Melbourne

There is a welcome for everyone in Melbourne. There is
tea and a chat every Wednesday night in Collingwood
and we hold many events throughout the year. Our first
night back in the New year, on the last Wednesday in
January, has an Australian theme. Then we have St,
Brigid’s on the first Wednesday in February. March is full
of Irish events. In April we have a Comhaltas Melbourne
Weekend at Queenscliff, two hours from Melbourne. In
May we have our Set Dancing Weekend with guest

teachers from Ireland. In June there is the National Celtic
Festival, Portarlington. Then for many it's holidays to
Ireland during July and August. At the end of August we
have our Lughnasa Harvest Feast and Bacon and
Cabbage night. There is a concert and Halloween
celebrations in October, and a concert in November.
Then the opening of the Australian Irish Film Festival,
the Christmas Dinner and mid-December holidays - so
it's a full schedule. There is something for every season.
Please come and join us.



Cribbin Family Gatherings 2023

Margaret Cribbin Monaghan (Knockanara & Claregalway)

Margaret married Charles Vanner Spangle in 1922
and they resided in Taft, California. They had three
children: Charles, Elaine and Danny. Margaret remained
in contact with her parents in Knockanara and, every
Christmas, sent three large homemade Christmas cakes
to Knockanara to be distributed amongst all the Cribbin

grandmother had emigrated in May 1914 - 109 years
previously. It was an emotional visit as Gretchen was the
first member of Margaret's family to visit her homeland.
They visited Ballyhaunis Cemetery to see where many
relations were buried. Later in the day they met many of
Gretchen’s father’s first cousins in Val’s Bar and Bistro.

A Cribbin family get-together.
Back, L-R: John Cribbin, Seamus Fleming, Ann Cribbin, John Coyne, Breege Fleming Halpin, Mary Fleming Coyne,

Tony Cribbin and Michael Monaghan.

Front, L-R: Tessie Cribbin Prendergast, Margaret Cribbin Monaghan, Nancy Duffy Murtagh, Gretchen and David Adams.
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Gretchen was presented with an album of
photographs spanning four generations of the extended
Cribbin family, together with a crystal plate bearing the
Cribbin family crest. Gretchen and David enjoyed their
[rish trip, visiting Dublin, Belfast, Donegal and Galway.
For Gretchen the highlight of their trip was their visit to
Ballyhaunis and meeting family members.

Another American Cousin

In September 2021 Diane Jones and her husband Tom
made a short visit from the United States to Ireland
looking for her Irish roots. The only information she had
was that her great grandmother Winifred Cribbin was
born on 1st August 1868 in Knockanara, Ballyhaunis.
After some research it was discovered that Winifred was
the youngest daughter of John Cribbin and Margaret
Regan of Knockanara, Ballyhaunis. Winifred had six
siblings: Anne, Mary, Margaret, Bridget, John and
Thomas. [ have no information on either Anne or Mary.
Margaret married Patrick Regan of Knockanara and
they were parents of Mary Ann Regan Toolan,
grandmother of Marguerite Toolan Moran (Knockanara)
and Noreen Toolan Coyne (Ballyveale). Bridget married
Martin Grogan and they were parents of Clarence
Grogan, Clare Street. John married Maria Carney
Carrowkeel (my grandparents) and Thomas married
Honoria Connolly of Ballyglass and they resided in
Ballyglass.

Winifred emigrated to the United States and resided
in Newark, New Jersey. She married Timothy James
Fitzpatrick on the 7th February 1895. They had four
children: Nicholas, John, Thomas and Anna. Anna
married Frank Thorn and they had three children:
Frank, Dorothy and Robert. Dorothy married Frank

Mahr and they had two children: Patricia and Diane.
Diane decided to check out her Irish family connections.
She made a brief visit to Knockanara and met Councillor
John Cribbin. Later in Dublin she met Sean and
Sallyanne Cribbin, Leixlip and Ballyglass.

Diane made a second visit to Ireland in August 2023
for the Naval Academy v Notre Dame football game in
the Aviva Stadium. As their trip was based in Dublin they
were unable to visit the West of Ireland. On Saturday,
26th August, Diane and Tom were guests at a gathering
of the extended Cribbin family of Ballyglass hosted by
Kevin Langford son of Freddie Cribbin Langford of
Ballyglass and Limerick, at his home in Dublin. On
Sunday, 27th August, Diane and Tom were taken to
Athlone by Sein Cribbin to meet with myself. An
enjoyable afternoon was spent in their company sharing
family information and exchanging photographs.

Truly Remarkable Women

Meeting my two American cousins made me think of my
grandaunt Winifred and Auntie Margaret leaving
Knockanara at the age of seventeen and making the long
journey across the Atlantic Ocean to an unknown
destination. I admire their bravery and sense of
adventure in undertaking such a mission.

I include in this as well my own mother Bridget
(Delia) Lyons Cribbin of Holywell and Knockanara who
also emigrated at the tender age of seventeen years to her
aunt Delia Tighe Waldron in New York in 1930. She
returned in March 1946 and married my father Tom
Cribbin in November of the same year. They, like many
more women of their generation, were truly remarkable
Mné na hEireann. Suaimhneas siorai dd n-anamacha go léir.
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Gaelic Football for Mature Players

Hugh Rudden






Threads of Time: Joe Keane’s 100th Birthday

John Keane

From a tribute penned by his son John Keane and
delivered at the special celebratory Mass in Si.
Patrick’s Chureh, Sat. 16th Sept. 2023.

The opening line of Christy Moore’s song Ordinary
Man could very easily describe Joe Keane.

I'man omﬁrzmymz. mtb@y;pxﬁa{mﬂﬁfyyrﬂmf
1 ve had to work for everything I own.

Joe Keane: An ordinary man in many ways, but an
extraordinary man in many ways too.

Joseph Eeane, Born September 20, 1923

The new state of Ireland was barely born itself when
Dad arrived into the world. A turbulent time that was
filled with Civil War politics and events that shaped our
history. Joe's father Patrick Keane came from Crossard
near Tooreen, and his mother was Annie Tighe, from
Arderry, Aghamore. Patrick was a tailor also and had a
business in Knox Street. Annie lived to be ninety-nine
and T have vivid memories of her.

Dad had one brother John and two sisters Mary and
Kit. Both John and Mary emigrated to the States early in
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their lives and never returned except for holidays. John
joined the US Marines and fought in Korea, He passed
away in 2007. His ashes are buried in our family grave
close to another US Marine from Ballyhaunis who was
killed in Vietnam - Corp. Patrick Gallagher. Mary died
in 2021 and her ashes are also buried in the family plot.

Kit lived all her life in Ballyhaunis and was very close
to Dad. She was a great character in her own right and
helped to rear us as if we were her own. Kit herself was
also a very active community member, helping to run the
local bingo and drama society for many years. She passed
away in 2009.

expended all our spare energy playing Cowboys and
Indians and whatever sport we could think of. P.A’s Hill,
The Lochén, Forkan's Field and The Friary Grounds
were all used to the maximum for all sorts of devilment.
Fond memories! When that didn't work out, the handle
of the brush maintained discipline. Not so fond
memories!

Dad and Mam deserve all sorts of medals for rearing
us all. A fact we only realise now as we are rearing our
own children. But no medals were given out or sought
in those days. Dad and Mam just got on with it and did
their best for us all through hard work and sacrifice. No



Marcella and Joe Keane (seated) with their family, from left; Pat, Joe, Stella, Tony, Karen, Rob, Gillian and John. Photograph by Janapix

car. No holidays. No electronic gadgets. | would like to
think we have inherited their work ethic as all the family
have done well in our lives and for that we are very
appreciative.

I can honestly say that Dad and Mam have a beautiful
relationship to this day. To say that he loves her would
be an understatement. In the few times that Mam is not
at his side you can see how much he misses her. It's a
lovely thing to witness. Every morning Dad greets Mam
with, “Who is this beautiful girleen?” followed by a kiss.
He has never failed to start the day this way. Years ago,
when we would be watching telly in the evening,
something like Hawaii 50 or The A Team, Dad would still
be working in his shop in our sitting room. He would
pop into the kitchen occasionally and give Mum a kiss
and a big hug. We would look away in embarrassment.
But what a lovely tender memory.

Master Tailor

Dad worked all his life as a tailor. A Master Tailor.
Bespoke. Our house was a constant flow of people calling
to drop off clothes or collect altered or mended items.
Dad kept no business hours. People called all the time
and that was the norm. He loved a chat and would always
be welcoming. He loved his work and took huge pride
in it. To see him sit cross-legged on his bench sewing a
piece of cloth was like watching a painter paint or a

sculptor sculpt. There was a beauty to it and it was a sight
to behold. I think he was never happier than when he
was engrossed in his work. Making something that
would last a lifetime and be appreciated by its owner
gave him great satisfaction, He definitely didn’t do it for
the money! He was always working and tried to retire
about five times but people kept calling and Dad kept
tailoring. He loved it all though, so it was no hardship.

Dad had other interests that kept him going in
whatever spare time he had. He was a lifelong member
of the FCA. He joined as a young man during the
Emergency or World War II. Then it was known as the
LDF or Local Defence Forces. Young men from the town
and parish joining together to protect the community.
We have several pictures of Dad standing proudly in
uniform. He kept a rifle at home for years and as young
lads this was a source of great fascination for us. Thank
God we never found the ammunition!

Dad loved going on camp during the summer and
weekends in Finner, Galway and Castlebar. He retired as
Quarter Master Sergeant after forty years’ service. All
his sons served too and I always thought we were treated
better than other recruits when they discovered who our
Dad was. He loved the craic and banter with the FCA,
but most of all I think he loved serving his town and
country. I have a picture in my mind of Dad standing
guard with his rifle in our town protecting the people.
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His neighbours and friends. The town was in safe hands.




Kenny, Leo Varadkar and President Higgins. And the big

cheque too!

But mostly the day was about all the people of
Ballyhaunis and beyond who came to see Dad on his
special day. It was brilliant to meet and chat to all our
close neighbours and friends. Our town is full of great
people. As I watched all the different people come up and
shake his hand and wish him well, | was struck by how
one man can have such an impact on so many people. On
reflection it was a lovely summation of Dad’s life.

Many people have remarked on how well Dad looked.
His physical and mental health is unbelievable for a man
of his age. He looks no different now than when he was
eighty. What's the secret, everyone asks? Well, Dad is a
bit of a conundrum. He has never been to a gym or
exercised for as far back as I can remember. He never did
yoga or drank six litres of water a day. He is definitely
not a vegetarian and does not follow any special diet. He
has worked hard all his life and money was always tight.

But what he has is a loving wife who feeds him well,
a bright enquiring mind and a large circle of good friends
and neighbours. His philosophy is based on family and
community. He has a great sense of humour and loves a
laugh. He still loves a visitor and will happily chat all day.
His mood is always good and is never too up or down.
His interest in daily events locally and nationally has
never wavered. All this has kept him young at heart and
in mind. Bottle that if you can!

The celebrations went on for hours capably
supported by our cousin Paddy Joe Tighe and his
musician friends, It gave everyone in our family a chance
to appreciate how many people Dad’s life has touched.
The amount of cards (well over 200 and still coming]),
presents and well wishes was unbelievable, We even got
a bottle of poteen (for his cough). Dad has featured in the
newspapers and on local radio. All brilliant touching
tributes to him; all so well deserved and true. Yes, an
extraordinary man is our Dad Joe Keane.

Our family is extremely grateful to everyone who
helped make Dad’s celebration a very special day. We are
grateful to Fr. Stephen and sacristan Irene for use of the
church and for organising a lovely ceremony. We thank
Paula Donnellan (organist) and Martina Kelly with the
Parish Choir whose music made the Mass so special, and,
as an added special touch, they even sang ‘Happy
Birthday' for Dad after Holy Communion, with the
entire congregation joining in. Special thanks to Mary
Donnelly and her committee for the use of the
Community Hall. We also express our gratitude to
photographer Jana, Again, Paddy Joe and friends for the
great music all afternoon. Well done to Collette Jennings
and Londis for the wonderful catering and for your
attention to detail. Well done to Georgina (Dee) Costello
for the fabulous balloons and Sinead Mallee who created
the most beautiful Mass booklet and our appreciation to
all who helped on the day.

Marcella and Joe Keane with grandchildren. Back, L-R: Georgina, Adam, Luke, Kieran, Cillian, Jamie, Rob, Harvey, Cian and Tara.
Centre: Joe and Alex. Front: Lauren and Juliet. Photograph by Janapix.
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Ballyhaunis Town Football Club

Jarlath Walsh and Tracy Cunnane

The 2023 Season AGM of the Ballyhaunis Town Football

Premier Division after getting relegated the previous
season from the Super League, along with Claremorris.
The teams in the Premier League for the 2023 season are;
Ballinrobe Town, Westport Utd, B, Ballyglass, Moy Villa,
Kiltimagh/knock Utd B., Kilmore, Swinford,
Claremorris, Fahy Rovers and Ballyhaunis Town. Karl
Lyons and Marcin Balik-Nowak were appointed team
managers for the season. Team Captains during the
season were Michael Waldron and Robbie McCormack.

We had a challenging season in the Premier Division

after losing some of our senior, established players for

organised our online shop with GRG and also ran the
very successful cash-for-clothes shop. A big thank you
to Catherine Moran for providing all the half-time
goodies for the lads all season.

The club received €37,000 funding under the Sports
Capital Programme (2017/18) which we used to develop
a new training/pitch area and also to erect ball stop
netting. It should be ready to use for the 2024 season. We
have applied under the current Sports Capital
Programme for €60,000 funding to carry out phase two

Ballyhaunis Town FC, Senior squad and managers.
Back, L-R: Marcin Balik Nowak (Coach), Daire Caulfield, Sean Burke, Richie Crinnigan, John Morley, Adam Noone, Wayne Maughan, Kevin
Byrne, Joshua Webb, Dylan Lyons, Jimmy Cribbin, Pat McGhee, Daniel McCormack, Ljubo Spajic, Karl Lyons (Manager).
Front, L-R: Seamus McDonagh, James Connaughton, Evan McNamara, Robbie McCormack, Mike Waldron, James Reynolds, Mohammad
Alom, Tony Batista, David Owusu, Lukasz Roda. Photograph by Adam Kaczmarek.

ANNAGH" ¥5

46th Edition, 2023 ]



Ballyhaunis Town Under 13 team which won the League this year in Solar 21 Park, pictured with Coach Tracy Cunnane (left)
and Manager Marcin Balik Nowak (right). Photograph by Tracy Cunnane.

Thank you John and a Happy Retirement to you as well,

We were very fortunate to have the help of Ann
Moran (scheme supervisor) in obtaining the services of
John Eaton to work as groundsman at the club. Johnisa
dedicated worker who ensures the pitch is spick-and-
span and ready every weekend for games. He also goes
above and beyond the call of duty to keep the machines
running and all the bits and pieces done at the grounds.
For that we thank you John and welcome you to the club.

Ballyhaunis Town FC hosted a Blitz at its grounds in
Station Rise as part of the Summer Festival 2023. Ten
local businesses organised teams. A lovely day was had
by all and there was great help on the day from club
coaches, parents and the festival committee.

July 2023 saw Ballyhaunis Town FC start training
their first ever Under 8s team. Training took place every
Tuesday evening, The first week there were ten children,

LA
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building up to a maximum of twenty-three and a
consistent eighteen every week. There was a positive
response from parents and the work rate from players
each week, watching them progress, was overwhelming.
The group is managed by Michael Marigliano and
Damian McDonnell. They had challenge games against
their peers from Knock-Kiltimagh Utd. and another
home-and-away game against Claremorris Town FC. We
were fortunate to have Damien Waldron from Waldron
Carpentry kindly sponsor a set of jerseys for the season.
Nolan's SuperValu sponsored drinks and sweets for all
the children on the last game of the season which was a
lovely gesture Thanks to Tracy Cunnane, club coach and
committee member, all parents and children who were
involved in the success of the Under 8s first season. We
look forward to more success over the seasons ahead.
Michael Marigliano.



Photographed with Tracy is the TC's Fitness Team who won the  In the Connacht Cup Ballyhaunis Town Under 12s took the trip to Killoe
Blitz Cup. Photograph by Tracy Cunnane. Celtic in Longford winning the game 2-1. Photograph by Tracy Cunnane.




Ballyhaunis Faith & Light

Anne Lyons

restrictions. We would like to thank all
those who supported it.

Taken in Knock at the Faith & Light Annual Pilgrimage.
Back, L-R: Orla, Liam, Mary, Christine, Julia, Anne,
Front, L-R: Thomas, Annette, Bridget, Geraldine.






Post Office Retirements




Post Office Retirements

Ballyhaunis based Postman, Gerard Plunkett (Forthill)
retired on 3rd August 2023 after thirty years’ service. He
was presented with a Cti Chulainn statuette by Pat Kelly,
DSU Manager, An Post, Ballyhaunis, while David
Madden, CWU Branch Representative, presented him
with his union scroll. Gerard was an active member of

Back: Noel Heneghan, Liam O'Boyle, Chris Brennan.

Gerard and Patricia with retired Post Office colleagues.

L-R: Patricia Plunkett, Geraldine O'Donnell, Gerard Plunkett, Helen Byme,

Joe Byrne, Willie Broderick.

Ballyhaunis branch CWU having served on the
committee for many years, To mark his retirement from
An Post he was joined by family members and colleagues
at a most enjoyable retirement function in The Clock,
Knox St. His colleagues and all those on his postal routes
wish Gerard every happiness on his retirement,

Retired postman Gerard Plunkett with post van.

The Plunkett family. L-R: Damien, Jason, Gerard, Patricia
and Keith. Gerard holds his Cid Chulainn statuette,
presented to him by Pat Kelly, DSU Manager, Ballyhaunis.
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